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SIR  WILLIAM  TEMPLE'S 


FIRST  EMBASSY  AT  THE  HAGUE. 


BEGUN  AUGUST  1668. 


To  the  Elector  ofMeniz.  A  PElecteur  de  Mayence. 

Hague,  Aug.  31,  Ala  Haye^  le  31  Aoni^ 

Sir,                    N.S.  1668.  Monsieur^           S.N.  1668. 

I  DID  not  receive  the  honour  La  lettre  dont  V,  A.  m^a  ho^ 

of  your  Highness's  letter  till  nore^  Sf  qui  est  datee  du  14* 

some  time  after  mj  arrival  in  de  Mai^  ne  m*a  etc  vendue  que 

England,  with  the  inclosed  for  quelques  jours  apres  mon  arrivee 

the  King  my  master,  which  he  en  Angteterre ;  avec  eUe  fay 

received  with  that  esteem  his  re<^  VenvelopS  pour  le  Roy  mon 

Majesty  alwHys  bears  to  what  maitre^  9^  j^  ^^y  ay  portS^  Sf 

comes  from  your*  Highness:  quHl  a  regu   avec   les  mimes 

and   having  promised  me  an  ,marques  d^estime  que  sa  Ma^ 

answer   upon   my  return  for  jeste  a  toujours  fait  paroitre 

Holland,  which  has  been  put  pour  tout  cequi  xnent  de  la  part 

off  from  day  to  day,  I  have  de-  de  V.  A.  le  Roy  m^ayant  promis 

ferred  my  particular  acknow-  la  reponse  pour  le  terns  de  mon 

lodgments  to  your  Highness  till  retour  en  Hollander  qui  a^  tou- 

I  could  value  them  by  the  ho-  jours  traini  de  jour  en  jour; 

nour  of  accompanying  a  letter  fay  differ^  de  marquer  ^  V.  A* 

from  his  Majesty.     I  send  it  ma  reconnoissance  en  particu' 

now  inclosed;  and  desire  your  Z/er,  jusju*  ^    ce    que  j^eusse 

Highness  to  believe,  that  I  re-  Phonneur  d^Stre  porteur  d^une 

sent  as  I  ought  the  honour  you  lettre  de  sa  Majesti.    JePen^ 

have  done  me ;  and  that  I  will  ^voye  a  cette  heurcy  S^  je  supplie 

preserve  your  Highnesses  letter  V.A.  de  croire  que.je  ressens 

among  the  greatest  marks  of  comme  je    le    dois    Vhonneur 

honour  to  my  family ;  and  shall  nu^elle  m^a  fatty  Sf  que  je  con- 

not  fail  upon  all  occasions  to  serveray  sa  lettrcy  8f  la  conteray 

shew  how  much  I  shall  cherish  parmi  les  titres  Sf  les  honneurs 

the  title  I  pretend  to  with  so  qui  elevent  la  gloire  de  maja- 
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much  justice,  ^  of  beings   Sir,    tniUe.    Je  ne  laisseray  Schaper 
your  Highness'Sy  ^c.  aucune   occasion  de  temoigner 

combien  je  cheris  S^  cheriray 
toujours  la  gualite  que  Je  wrens 
avec  tant  ae  justice  Je,  Mon^ 
sieur^  de  V.  A.  &c,^ 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  S^t.  7,  N.  S.  1668. 

Since  my  last  I  have  not  stirred  out,  but  had  the 
favour  of  several  visits  in  my  chamber;  among 
the  rest,  one  from  Monsieur  Meerman  on  Wednes- 
day, and  one  of  three  hours  from  Monsieur  de 
Witt  yesterday.  I  fell  into  talk  with  the  first  upon 
the  matter  of  the  Guiney  Company ;  who  said 
my  Lord  Holies,  and,  as  I  remember,  Mr.  Secretary 
Morris,  had  spoJcen  of  it  to  him  before ;  but  only 
given  him  a  general  relation,  upon  which  he  could 
not  sufficiency  inform  the  States :  that  they  had 
likewise  mentioned  some  other  parts  of  the  ma- 
rine  treaty,  by  which  the  East-India  Company 
thought  themselves  a^rieved,  but  remembered 
nothing  particular  besicks  the  form  of  passports, 
in  which  we  might  receive  what  satisfaction  we 
pleased;  and  the  better  definition  of  what  wa$ 
meant  by  a  town  invested.  I  told  him,  the  busi- 
ness of  Guiney  was  distinct  from  ^ny  thing  of  the 
marine  treaty  (though  he  was  unwilling  to  under- 
stand it  so) ;  that  I  was  very  little  instructed  in 
the  first,  because  his  Majesty^s  commands  in  that 
point  were  only  to  procure  the  reference  of  it  to 
commissioners  for  the  proposing  rules  by  which 
both  Companies  should  proceed,  and  thereby  pre- 
venting the  said  Companies  acting  wholly  by  rules 
and  officers  of  their  own,  which  had  been  the  first 
occastomi  of  the  unhappy  disputes  between  us> 
and  might  possibly  prove  so  again*  For  the  ma** 
sine  treaty,  I  told  him  I  had  yet  no  inatructtons 
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upon  that  subject,  but  might  have  in  a  little  time ) 
and  thereupon  took  occasion  of  discoursing  to  him 
at  large  the  whole  business  of  commerce  between 
us,  and  the  necessity  of  giving  us  some  reason  and 
ease  in  those  matters ;  upon  which  though  he 
seemed  a  little  staunch,  as  his  complexion  is,  and 
jealous  of  our  great  growth  in  trade,  by  a  more 

{>arsimonious  and  industrious  genius  among  us  of 
ate,  than  had  formerly  been ;  yet  I  found,  what  I 
said  had  impression  on  him :  for  he  parted  with 
great  professions  of  contributing  all  he  could  to- 
wards the  success  of  all  negotiations  between  us  j 
and  went  that  night  to  communicate  all  to  Mon- 
sieur de  Witt,  as  I  found  by  our  conference  liext 
day.  It  began  with  his  having  perused  my  papers 
about  the  Guiney  Company ;  upon  which  he  de- 
sired to  know  if  1  had  no  other  information  than 
those  gave  me :  for  by  those,  the  matter  seemed 
favourable  to  them,  by  the  letters  of  their  director 
being  particular,  and  with  relation  to  time,  and 
to  the  articles  of  the  Breda  treaty,  by  which  the 
new  settlements  there  were  to  be  governed;  where- 
as what  concerned  our  pretensions  was  contained 
only  in  some  loose  examinations  concerning  pos- 
session or  not  possession  formerly  by  one  or  the 
.  other,  without  any  reference  to  the  constitutions 
made  by  the  Breda  treaty,  and  without  mention- 
ing in  any  direct  terms  what  it  was  we  complained 
of,  or  what  we  desired. 

The  truth  is,  all  the  papers  concerning  that 
matter,  remitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morris, 
were  only  the  Guiney  Company's  petition,  the  ex- 
amination  of  Mr.  Thomas  Crisp,  Captain  Mer- 
brooke,  and  Mr.  Be'ois,  with  a  letter  and  protest 
of  the  director  of  the  Dutch  West-India  Company. 
I  excused  my  being  so  little  informed,  upon  the 
reasons  I  had  alledged  to  Monsieur  Meerman,  and 
pressed  in  the  same  manner  the  reference  of  it  to 
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commissioners.  He  allowed  his  Majesty's  coni^i« 
deration  of  preventing  the  two  Companies  proceed-* 
ing  by  rules  or  executions  of  their  own,  to  be  very 
prudent  and  necessary;  and  that  he  knew  the 
States  would  second  his  Majesty*^*  good  intention 
in  it :  and  that  when  he  could  find  the  matter  of 
fact  and  right  but  alledged  in  distinct  testimonies 
of  known  persons^  he  doubted  not  but  he  should 
easily  find  a  composure  for  all  these  diroutes,  and 
agree  upon  a  constant  reglement  hereafter.  And 
to*  this  purpose  he  would  send  immediately  to  en- 
quire among  the  oflScers  of  their  Company  for  any 
paperi^  that  may  have  been  remitted  to  them  from 
our  officers  to  theirs  in  Guiney  j  for  he  could  not 
believe  but  that  letter  and  protest  of  their  director 
had  either  been  occasioned  by  some  precedent 
letters  or  demands  from  some  officers  of  ours,  or 
at  least  followed  by  some  answers,  in  which  our 
demands  and  rights  were  asserted,  as  those  of  the 
Dutch  were  in  those  papers  of  their  director.  I 
answered  all,  by  insisting  upon  commissioners  ac- 
cording to  my  instruction,  and  argued  its  being  a 
matter  much  more  proper  for  such  to  debate  and 
determine,  as  understood  the  coasts,  situations, 
manner  of  trade  in  those  parts,  former  possessions, 
and  matters  of  fact  past,  than  for  him  and  me,  how 
willing  soever  we  should  be  to  inform  ourselve3, 
or  to  find  expedients ;  and  went  so  far  upon  this 
subject,  that  he  seemed  inclined  it  should  be  so ; 
at  least  when  the  pretensions  were  stated,  so  as  it 
might  appear  what  was  to  be  referred  to  such  com- 
missioners. But  upon  this  he  fell  into  the  dis- 
course of  what  Monsieur  Meerman  had  told  him, 
or  I  had  formerly  written  to  him,  concerning  some 
exceptions  to  the  marine  treaty ;  and  how  willing 
the  States  would  be  to  alter  the  form  of  passports, 
when  they  knew  how  we  desired  it ;  and  if  the 
King  wished  any  more  particular  definition  of 
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what  should  be  esteemed  a  town  invested^  he  did 
not  doubt  we  might  agree  upon  that  too ;  having 
found  me  always  to  propose  only  what  I  thought 
reasonable,  and  to  agree  to  what  I  found  so ;  ^  and 
he  was  made  after  the  same  manner^  and  so  I 
should  always  find  him.     I  easily  perceived,  that 
the  thing  he  would  be  at,  was,  upon  occasion  of 
this  Guiney  matter,  to  know  at  once  the  bottom 
of  all  we  pretended,  in  point  of  regulating  com- 
merce between  Us,  having,  I  presume,  heard  more 
than  was  need  perhaps,  of  all  the  noise  made  by 
the  East-India  Company  upon  the  subject  of  the 
marine  treaty,  or  by  their  patrons,  either  out  of 
zeal  to  the  good  of  our  commerce,  or  out  of  envy 
at  the  success  of  so  great  a  counsel  and  conduct 
of  his  Majesty,  in  which  they  had  no  hand,  and 
upon  which  if  we  had  lost  a  little  in  trade  by 
changing  the  form  of  the  articles  at  Breda  into  a 
marine  treaty  (wherein  I  do  not  conceive  how  we 
lost  at  all),  yet  I  am  sure  it  was  infinitely  recom- 
pensed by  the  necessity,  the .  unexpected  success, 
and  the  great  consequences  of  those  other  alli- 
ances, to  which  that  circumstance  of  the  marine 
treaty  was  made,  I  thought,  but  a  sacrifice  of 
smoke.     And  this  I  could  not  but  say  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's satisfaction,  and  your  Lordship's  vindica- 
tion, with  those  other  Ministers  by  whose  advice 
that  counsel  was  taken  and  piu^sued,  finding  every 
day  more  how  highly  it  is  applauded  abroad,  while 
it  is  maliced  by  some,  and  so  little  esteemed  by 
others,  at  home ;  though  his  Maiesty  has  reaped 
already  from  it  both  the  whole  honour  of  giving 
peace  to  Christendom,  and  perhaps  the  only  safety 
of  his  own  kingdoms,  considering  the  conjunctures 
in  which  that  counsel  found  us. 

But  to  return  to  my  conference  with  Monsieur 
de  Witt :  finding  him  lead  me  so  industriously  into 
a  field  wherein  I  had  no  intention  to  enter,  I  re- 
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solved  however  to  take  the  occasion,  and  once  for 
all  to  say  all  I  had  thought,  or  your  Lordship  had 
infused  into  me,  upon  that  subject.   And  so  I  told 
him  plainly,  that  I  was  not  yet  instructed  in  that 
matter  of  our  exceptions  to  the  marine  treaty,  but 
believed  I  might  be  in  a  little  time ;  that  the  par- 
ticulars he  mentioned  were  complained  of  in  the 
treaty  itself,  and  other  things  thought  to  be  ad- 
mitted,  but  that  I  could  not  enter  into  any  parti- 
culars till  I  had  instructions ;  but  since  he  gave 
me  the  occasion,  I  wou}d  enter  once  for  all  into 
the  general.    I  discoursed  over  to  him  the  com- 
mon^ interest,  and  indeed  necessity,  of  preserving 
perpetual  the  present  alliances  between  us,  espe* 
ciaUy  on  their  side,  while  the  dangers  were  so  great 
from  the  ambition  and  power,  as  well  as  neigh- 
bourhood, of  France ;  the  great  overtures  would 
now  be  made  us  from  thence  to  the. prejudice  of 
this  alliance,  and  at  all  other  times,  whenever  they 
could  hope  we  were  ready  to  receivie  them;  that 
though  I  could  give  him  no  jealousy  of  them  now, 
but  on  the  contrary  assure  him  he  might  be  at  ease 
on  that  side,  and  that  the  King  would  only  have 
the  honour  by  it  of  setting  them  an  example  of  his 
sincereness  and  constancy,  which  he  would  expect' 
they  should  follow  when  the  game  begun  with 
them,  as  it  would  after  it  ended  with  him  ;  yet  I 
would  tell  him,  that  France  was  at  all  times  capa- 
ble of  making  us  such  offers,  and  of  giving  us  our 
present  account  so  well,  though  in  exchange  per- 
naps  of  danger  to  come  (in  case  of  no  new  revolu- 
tions) that  whenever  there  should  be  in  England  a 
Prince  less  direct,  or  less  foreseeing,  than  bis  Ma- 
jesty }  or  either  a  weak  or  corruptible  Ministry,  I 
could  not  answer  what  measures  we  should  take : 
that,  upon  this  ground,  I  thought  the^  could  not 
do  wiser  than  to  root  this  aluance  in  the  very 
hearts  of  the  people^  and  current  genius  of  the  na- 
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tion,  and  not  rely  wholly  upon  the  present  inclina*- 
tions  or  judgment  of  his  Majesty^  or  the  disposU 
tions  of  the  Ministers ;  for  if  there  were  any  tiling 
that  lay  cross  to  it  in  the  common  interest  or  hu- 
mour of  the  people^  it  would  be  upon  all  occasions 
breaking  out  to  disturb  it,  and  whenever  ^^ should 
concur  with  the  dispositions  of  the  Prince^  they 
would  be  able  to  make  a  great  noise  in  the  worlds 
I  told  him,  that  many  persons  in  England^  either 
to  make  way  for  the  French  alliance  by  weak*- 
ening  or  breaking  this,  or  else  perhaps  to  dis*" 
credit  the  most  applauded  counsels  of  the  present 
Ministry,  had  made  a  noise  about  the  marine 
treaty  as  if  it  had  been  a  ruining  the  nation^  and 
from  thence  took  occasion  to  inmse  into  all  people 
as  far  as  they  could,  that  we  should  never  find  any 
fairness,  or  directness,  or  equality,  in  all  we  treated 
with  the  Dutch  ;  but  subtility,  and  hardship,  and 
injustice^  and,  when  the  occasion  was^  obstinacy 
and  injury,  in  all  matters  of  commerce  between 
us;  while  we  gave  them  reason  to  believe  we 
thought  their  friendship  necessary,  or  very  conve- 
nient to  }j&.  That  I  had,  ever  since  I  knew  him» 
maintained  the  contrary  to  his  Majesty,  assured 
him  of  the  sincerity  I  had  found  in  their  proceed- 
ings, and  been  always  made  confidently  believe  by 
them,  that  his  Majesty  should  find  them  ever  rea- 
sonable and  easy  in  what  should  be  offered  in  re^ 
ducing  matters  of  commerce  to  an  equality,  and  to 
be  reciprocal  between  us.  That  it  was  a  small 
matter,  that  all  my  credit,  and  perhaps  fortune, 
lay  at  stake  upon  their  making  this  good :  but  I 
was  sure  it  wa6  considerable  mat  the  very  safety 
of  our  alliance  might  at  one  time  or  other  come 
to  lie  at  stake  upon  it  too.  And  therefore^  for  my 
part)  I  thought  they  could  not  do  in  the  world  a 
wiser  thing,  than  to  give  us  all  reasonable  satis- 
^tk)n  in  these  points,  by  consenting  to  any  r^. 
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glements  of  commerce  which  might  import  equa- 
lity, and  be  reciprocal  between  us.  That  any 
equality  itself  would  be  the  same  advantage  to 
them,  that  a  long  arm  against  a  short  would  be  be- 
tween two  men  with  equal  swords ;  for  consider- 
ing their  parsimony,  industry,  necessity  of  turning 
all  their  stock  to  trade  for  want  of  land,  and  mul- 
titude of  people;  and  on  the  other  side,  our  na- 
tive luxury,  want  of  order  or  application,  and  our 
extent  and  cheapness  of  land,  and  ease  of  taxes, 
which  made  people  chuse  to  turn  their  money  that 
way;  they  could  never  fail  of  advantage  enough 
in  any  equality,  and  upon  it  would  find  the  surest, 
the  moBt  commodious  ally,  and  the  best  able  to 
protect  them  that  they  could  have  in  the  world, 
being  without  any  ambition  or  designs  among  our 
neighbours,  farther  than  to  keep  the  balance  of 
Christendom ;  and  yet,  on  the  other  side,  the  only 
power  that  was  feared  by  France,  and  that  were 
able,  in  conjunction  of  our  fleets  with  theirs,  to 
awe  them,  by  what  they  might  suffer  from  sea,  into 
some  consideration  of  what  was  fit  for  them  to  act 
at  land. 

During  this  discourse,  which  I  enlarged  the  most 
I  could  to  the  puroose,  resolving  to  bend  all  my 
force  upon  the  efiect  of  it,  I  found  Monsieur  de 
Witt  very  attentive,  and  willing  to  let  me  go  on, 
with  marks  in  his  countenance  of  relishing,  and,  as 
I  thought,  approving  what  I  said ;  which  made  me 
resolve  to  go  yet  one  point  farther,  and  to  the  root 
of  all  that  coiud  spring  into  any  jealousies  between 
us.  I  told  him,  it  was  true,  that  there  wanted  not 
some  among  us  that  would  be  so  wise  to  know, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  us  ever  to  fall  into  any 
firm  confidence  with  the  States  upon  their  present 
constitution,  nor  particularly  with  him,  upon  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  occasion :  that  for  my  part,  I 
was  not  at  all  of  that  mind :  that  though  the  King 
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could  not  lose  the  affection  he  had  for  his  nephew, 
yet  he  was  of  opinion  he  could  not  express  it  better 
than  by  infusing  into  him  the  belief,  that  he  could 
make  himself  no  way  so  happy  as  in  the  good  will 
of  the  States,  and  trusting  wholly  to  them  in  the 
course  of  his  fortunes,  and  not  to  private  factions, 
or  foreign  intrigues  and  applications.  That  his 
Majesty  was  of  an  opinion  himself,  that  Princes 
were  not  apt  to  do  themselves  more  hurt,  and  make 
themselves  less,  any  way  than  by  affecting  too  much 
power,  or  such  as  was  directly  contrary  to  the  sto- 
mach and  genius  of  the  country  which  fell  to  their 
share:  and  besides  this,  I  knew  his  Majesty  was 
so  just  and  so  reasonable,  that  though  he  should 
take  kindly  of  the  States  any  respects  they  should 
shew  his  nephew,  yet  *I  did  not  believe  he  would 
offer  that  to  any  other  King  or  State,  which  he 
should  not  take  well  that  any  other  should  offer  to 
him ;  and  I  did  not  believe  he  would. ever  be  put 
upon  any  such  designs  by  his  council,  or  his  peo- 
ple's inclinations.  For  they  who  looked  upon  the 
Prince  in  a  possibility  of  one  day  coming  to  be 
their  King,  and  that  loved  a  Prince  who  grounded 
his  power  in  the  affections  of  his  people  and  loved 
to  rule  by  laws,  had  rather  perhaps  see  the  Prince 
of  Orange  happy  in- the  good  will  of  the  States, 
and  such  moderate  power  as  they  should  think  con- 
sistent with  their  government,  than  of  a  humour 
that  aiiiis  at  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  subvert 
their  civil  constitutions :  so  that  I  saw  nothing  of 
danger  to  them  upon  this  chapter,  either  from  the 
judgment  and  disposition  of  his  Majesty,  or  the 
humour  of  the  nation :  but  was  confident,  in  case 
we  could  agree  upon  matters  of  commerce,  no- 
thing could  ever  intervene  to  break  an  alliance  that 
was  so  useful  to  ourselves,  and  all  Christendom  be- 
sides. And  so  I  left  it  with  him. 
Upon  this  discourse,  Monsieur  de  Witt  with  very 
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great  signs  of  satisfaction  told  me,  that  all  I  said 
was  reasonable,  that  he  agreed  with  me  perfectly 
in  it :  and  upon  that,  said  a  great  deal  of  the  sym* 
pathy  he  had  ever  observed  between  us,  and  how 
easy  that  would  ever  make  any  thing  we  should 
fall  in  treaty  of.  That  he  knew  from  Monsieur 
Meerman,  1  had  been  the  occasion  of  giving  him 
any  credit  in  England  of  an  honest  sincere  man, 
and  he  would  never  lose  mine  upon  that  occasion 
by  giving  the  King  cause  to  believe  other  of  him* 
That  he  confessed  he  had  often  told  me,  that  the 
States  would  ever  be  contented  with  an  equality 
with  us  in  point  of  trade ;  and  that,  provided  they 
might  know  what  it  was  we  would  be  at,  and  that 
we  proposed  nothing  but  what  was  equal  and  re*> 
ciprocal  between  us ;  he  would  give  me  his  hand 
(as  he  did)  that  he  would  use  all  his  endeavours 
to  give  us  satisfaction  in  it ;  and  he  thought  he 
knew  the  minds  of  the  States  so  well,  that  he  durst 
almost  promise  it  me  in  their  names  by  advance, 
and  without  knowing  what  it  was.  That  for  any 
thing  amiss  in  the  marine  treaty,  he  did  not  see 
how  any  complaint  could  be  made  of  what  I  had 
done  in  it;  but  that  the  Ambassadors  at  Breda 
ought  to  answer  for  that,  if  there  were  any  thing 
ill  in  it,  ours  being  but  word  for  word  the  same 
with  theirs,  and  both  parties  consent  being  neces- 
sary to  alter  what  was  then  provisional,  as  what  is 
now  more  formally  established.  That,  for  the  form 
of  the  passports,  let  me  but  bring  one  drawn  up 
as  we  desire  it,  and  in  terms  current  with  the  forms 
of  their  State,  and  it  shall  be  immediately  agreed 
to.  That,  for  defining  what  towns  shall  be  said  to 
be  besieged,  he  is  very  willing  that  should  be  done 
too,  since  it  imports  the  same  for  one  as  the  other : 
and  even  for  any  other  matters  that  were  thought 
necessary  to  be  added  to  the  marine  treaty,  since 
nothing  else  was  desired  to  be  altered,  if  his  Ma- 
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jesty  would  instruct  me  fully  in  all  points^  and  that 
they  proved,  as  I  said,  equal  and  reciprocal,  he 
would  once  more  undertake  we  should  agree  upon 
them,  and  desired  me  to  assure  his  Majesty  so 
much  ;  and  he  thought,  the  sooner  I  was  instruct- 
ed in  it,  the  better :  but  desired  that  no  use  might 
be  made  of  this,  to  encourage  either  the  East-India 
Company,  or  others,  to  make  new  exceptions  or 
demands,  but  only  I  might  be  instructed  in  those 
which  had  been  made  already :  and  that,  I  said,  I 
durst  promise  him,  for  they  had  been  already  di- 
gested before  the  counciL     From  this,  he  fell  to 
discourse  of  our  alliance,  and  the  considerations 
we  had  to  strengthen  and  continue  it ;  and  how 
much  he  was  pleased  with  what  I  said  of  the  King's 
resolution  upon  that  point,  of  his  shewing  them  an 
example  of  constancy,  and  that  I  could  never  doubt 
their  following  it.     And  among  other  things  said, 
the  States  had  sucked  that  in  like  milk,  which  was 
already  passed  into  the  very  flesh  and  substance  of 
their  body :  and  we  might  be  the  more  confident 
of  it,  since  the  Minister  they  employed  in  France, 
and  through  whose  hands  all  such  matters  must 

Eass,  and  be  represented  to  the  States  by  the  lights 
e  should  give  them,  was  as  firm  and  earnest  upon 
it  as  any  man  could  be:  that  he  knew  France 
would  try  them  as  well  as  us,  and  would  not  say 
but  they  might  possibly  gain  some  one  of  the  little 
provinces ;  but  for  Holland  in  particular,  and  the 
provinces  in  general,  it  was  not  a  thing  to  be 
thought  on.  From  this  he  fell  to  speak  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange ;  and  seemed  very  much  pleased 
with  what  I  had  said  on  that  subject,  both  of  the 
King's  dispositions,  and  the  people's  humours  and 
thoughts,  especially  that  of  the  King,  of  doing  as 
he  would  be  done  by :  he  said,  the  States'  inten* 
tions  were  to  make  him  Captain-General  of  their 
fwces,  and  Admiral  too,  though  it  was  not  men- 
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tioned ;  and  to  this  purpose  they  would  already 
have  brought  him  into  the  council  of  state  in  order 
to  fit  him  for  those  charges,  had  it  not  been  for 
some  of  the  provinces  that  had  hindered  it  upon 
pretence  of  more  kindness  to  him,  and  designing 
greater  matters  for  him.  That  it  was  indeed  agreed 
those  charges  were  inconsistent  with  that  of  Stadt« 
holder,  which  gave  as  much  authority  in  the  civil, 
as  the  others  in  the  military  part  of  the  govern- 
ment.     That,  considering  the  smallness  of  their 
state,  and  greatness  of  their  milice,  there  was  an 
end  of  their  republic,  when  both. was  in  one  hand. 
That  for  his  part,  if  he  had  been  bom  under  a 
King,  he  could  never  have  consented  to  what  his 
ancestors  did  towards  the  King  of  Spain ;  but  being 
bom  under  a  commonwealth,  and  sworn  to  main- 
tain it,  he  could  consent  to  nothing  that  should 
destroy  it ;  and  he  wondered  how  it  had  subsisted 
so  long  in  that  danger ;  which  was  to  be  attributed 
to  their  constant  wars  abroad,  and  to  the  great 
moderation  of  those  Princes  among  whom  none 
had  thoughts  of  it  but  the  last ;  nor  would  he  ^er 
have  fallen  into  them  without  having  been  put 
upon  them  by  the  French,  who  had  his  breeding 
and  his  conversation.     That,  if  he  had  lived,  he 
would  have  been  the  ablest  of  all  the  race ;  and 
from  thence  fell  into  commendations  of  this  young 
Prince's  parts  and  dispositions :  and  so  this  mMter 
ended. 

For  the  business  of  Spain,  he  was  scandalized, 
as  well  as  your  Lordship,  at  that  Queen's  slight 
answer,  and  pleased  with  his  Majesty's  letter  upon 
it.  He  said,  the  talk  of  Don  John's  coming  be- 
gan to  renew;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  Mar- 
quis neither  answered  upon  the  Swedish  subsidies, 
nor  pressed  them  upon  the  guaranty^  because  they 
had  refused  to  give  it  without  the  compliance  of 
Spain  in  the  other  point.    I  pursued  that  no  far- 
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ther,  having  not  yet  heard  from  the  Marquis,  nor 
from  the  Spanish  Ambassador  here  upon  it.  The 
treaty  between  the  Emperor  and  Sweden  is  not  yet 
ratified,  upon  a  disagreement  in  the  private  article 
about  money  to  be  furnished  them  by  the  Emperor, 
who  stands  upon  giving  but  one  hundred  and  eleven 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  upon  some  calculations 
made  by  some  certain  quota's  upon  the  several 
parts  of  the  empire  j  and  the  Swedes  demanding 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand :  which  would  make 
one  imagine  the  Spaniards  had  not  one  of  their  .five 
senses  left,  to  hazard  or  delay,  for  such  a  sum,  a 
treaty  wherein  your  Lordship  will  observe  a  par- 
ticular clause,  leaving  room  for  Spain  to  enter  into 
it  as  they  please. 

While  I  am  writing,  I  receive  this  inclosed  from 
the  Swedish  Envoy  here,  by  which  you  will  see  how 
xmhappU^  a  poor  Ambassador  is  embarrasse  by  the 
ceremonies  that  hinder  him  from  seeing  those  that 
have  so  much  mind  to  it,  and  with  whom  he  must 
have  so  much  to  do.  What  expedients  I  shall  find 
hereafter,  I  know  not  yet,  but  shall  let  him  know, 
that  being  incognito  till  my  entry,  <§•  nefaisant  pas 
V AmbassadeuTy  if  he  pleases  to  come,  and  be  con- 
tent that  as  incognito  1  neither  receive  nor  conduct 
him  out  of  my  chamber,  I  shall  in  it  give  him  all 
the  civilities  he  expects,  as  I  have  hitiierto  done, 
upon  the  same  pretence  of  being  yet  incognito^  to 
all  persons  of  quality  that  have  seen  me  here. 
Your  Lordship  will  tell  me  if  I  do  well  or  ill;  and  in 
recompence  1  shall  only  tell  you,  that  I  shall  not 
think  I  do  well  longer  than  you  esteem  me  what  I 
am  so  much,  your,  8^c. 


u 
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To  the  Count  de  MoliTta^ 

Hague,  Sept.  9, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1668. 

Aftbr  «  tiresome  passage  by 
sea,  the  pleasure  oi  your  Ex- 
cellency's letter  was  not  a  little 
necessary  to  divert  and  relieye 
me,  renewing  with  the  Spanish 
language  at  least  the  memory 
of  my  past  happiness  at  Brus- 
sels. I  read  the  paper  that  came 
with  it,  and  mucn  esteem  the 
honour  the  Marquis  does  me  in 
still  preserving  me  in  his  me- 
mory and  favour,  which  I  shall 
not  fail  myself  of  acknowledg- 
ing with  the  first  occasion. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  what 
they  tell  me  here,  of  the  good 
condition  of  the  army  in  Zan- 
ders; and  that  they  begin,  with 
the  money  they  have*  received, 
to  recover  new  life :  if  they  have 
too  much,  I  wish  it  were  em- 
ployed in  Sweden,  to  bring  that 
nation  into  the  Spanish  inter* 
est. 

I  pray  God  to  preserve  your 
Bxcellency  many  years,  and 
eive  me  many  occasions  of  serv- 
ing you.  I  kiss  your  Excel** 
4«ncy'9  hands,  t^c. 


Al  Sennor  Molina. 

Lm.  Haye^  Sept.  9, 
Ex^.  Senr.  S.  N.  1668. 
Sennor  mio^  despues  de  un  pos- 
sqje  de  mar  muy  erifadosOf  ne  me 
era  menester  cosa  de  menor  gusto 
que  la  carta  de  V.  £•  para  re« 
crearme,  y  con  la  kngua  Espa* 
gnelq,  refrescar  al  menos  la  me^ 
moria  ae  mis  passados  contenta- 
mientos  de  Brussellas.  He  leydo 
tan  Uen  el  papd  adjunto  can 
mucka  estima  de  la  nonra  que 
me  haze  el  sennor  marques  de  na 
haverme  olvidado  ny  echado  me- 
nos  en  sus  buenas  gracias^  lo  qtce 
le  he  de  agadecer  como  devo  con 
laprimera  occasion. 

Mi  huel^o  mucho  di  entender 
loque  me  dizen  aqui  delas  Hndas 
tropas  que  se  naUan  aora  en 
FlandeSf  y  que  comiengan  a  cob^ 
rar  la  maa  con  el  dinero  lo  que 
ay  de  sobrado,  quisiera  mucho 
quefuesse  en  Sueciapara  ente^ 
rar  los  de  esta  gente  en  los  inters 
esses  Espanoles. 

Guarde  de  Dios  a  F.  E.  los 
annos  que  la  desseOf  y  me  de 
muchos  occasiones  di  seroir  le. 
Ex^.  /S'-.  B.  Li  M.  D.  V.  E.  w 
mayor  servidor. 


To  my  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oct.  2,  N.  S.  1668. 

I  RECEIVED  the  honour  of  two  from  your  Lordship^ 
of  the  4th  and  10th  past,  together  in  one  packet 
from  Mr.  Williamson,  about  the  time  of  my  last 
dispatch  into  England,  which  was  the  reason  of  my 
not  answering  them  the  same  day  \  besides  that 
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I  had  written  to  your  Lordship  a  long  one  ahout 
another  subject  by  that  post. 

For  all  that  touches  the  marine  treaty,  I  must 
refer  to  my  Lord  Arlington's  letters  by  this  ordi- 
nary. As  to  the  point  of  my  treating  Envoys,  I 
think  it  is  better  to  let  it  rest  as  it  is,  than  for  your 
Lordship  to  move  any  farther  in  it ;  and  be  con- 
tent we  should  follow,  since  we  are  not  at  present 
of  a  humour  to  lead. 

I  believe  I  could  order  it  so,  as  Spain  and  Swe- 
den, and  this  State,  should  alter  the  custom  by  con- 
sent with  us ;  but  that  which  I  wished  was,  that 
his  Majesty  might  have  said  singly,  he  would  fol- 
low no  other  Prince's  rules  but  the  old  ones  which 
he  had  used,  and  seemed  to  approve,  by  Sir  George 
Downing's  demands,  and  so  given  me  order  at  my 
first  coming  to  give  the  hand  and  door,  as  all  Am- 
bassadors md,  till  the  French  caprice  changed  it 
about  eight  years  ago :  and  this  I  took  to  have 
been  of  more  honour  as  well  as  advantage  to  his 
Majesty :  but  it  seems  I  did  not  understand  it 
right ;  it  may  be  others  would  have  understood  it 
so  too,  if  they  had  seen  both  Spain,  Sweden,  and 
these  States,  and  all  others  except  France,  fbllow 
his  Majesty's  example,  which  I  could  have  held  a 
feir  wager  of,  and  is  eveiy  body's  opinion  here,  a» 
it  is  many  people's,  that  France  itself  would  have 
fallen  in  too,  upon  the  advantage  in  commerce 
with  other  Ministers  which  would  have  followed 
it :  for  if  1  had  given  it,  not  one  Resident  would 
have  ever  seen  the  French  Ambassador  without  it^ 
whereas  two  or  three  of  them  now  do  both  him  and 
me.    I  am  sure,  if  France  understand  it  right,  they 
will  take  an  occasion  to  change  it  themselves,  and 
to  t&Bqf  the  first  profit,  and  all  the  honour  as  weU 
as  pleasure,  of  seeing  us  all  dance  after  them,  both 
up  and  down,  as  our  leaders  in  a  country-dance ; 
and  I  am  sure  I  had  as  lievebe  lame  as  do  so; 
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and  caniDiot  tell  why  his  Mjgesty  should  not  think 
of  being  in  the  head  both  of  the  affairs  and  forms 
of  Christendom,  as  well  as  any  of  his  neighbouring 
Kings. 

I  acquainted  Monsieur  de  Witt  both  with  the 
examinations  and  what  your  Lordship  writ  about 
the  prisoners  from  Surinam :  he  is  of  opinion  the 
complaint  lies  still  on  their  side,  as  it  did  at  first  j 
that  Captain  Needham's  person,  who  had  first  lefb 
my  Lord  Willowby  to  come  to  the  Dutch,  and  after 
them  to  my  Lord  Willowby,  made  them  expect  no«- 
thing  friendly  from  him  5  that  his  commission  was 
very  extraordinary,  and  to  be  executed  upon  Indians 
who  were  their  subjects  ;  that  he  knows  not  what 
can  be  done  farther  than  to  send  offenders  to  be 
both  examined  and  punished  by  their  own  Prince ; 
that  if  they  were  ill  used  by  the  way,  the  Dutch 
were  very  much  to  blame  in  that,  and  it  is  a  thing 
he  abhors  (but  we  have  yet  only  their  own  words 
for  that),  and  he  will  enquire  as  far  as  he  can  into 
the  whole  matter.     In  the  mean  time,  I  having  no 
instructions  upon  it,  either  to  complain  or  demand, 
had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  acquaint  him  with 
it,  till  I  should  receive  any  farther  orders.    I  hear 
the  same  here  which  your  Lordship  does  there, 
of  the  Marquis  Castel-Rodrigo's  intentions  to  pass 
through  England  into  Spain,  which  I  should  be 
glad  of:  I  believe  with  your  Lordship,  he  will  have 
credit  in  the  councils  of  Spain ;  and  since  you 
would  have  me  think  of  what  I  judge  fit  to  be  pro- 
posed to  him,  I  will  give  you  my  opinion  concern- 
ing our  a£&irs  with  Spain,  though  I  am  likely 
enough  to  be  prejudiced  in  it  by  so  particular  ac- 
quaintance with  the  weakness  of  their  present  con- 
duct and  division  of  their  councils,  as  well  as .  the 
consequences  of  them  ;  which  are,  want  of  order 
in  their  government,  their  armies,  their  revenue, 
and  I  doubt,  at  present,  even  of  genius  in  their 
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nation,  which  ever  rises  and  falls  according  to  that 
of  the  Prince  or  Ministry :  for,  if  men  see  the  way 
to  rise  is  by  worth  and  virtuous  qualities,  the  ge- 
nius of  a  nation  will  run  that  way,  and  produce 
great  subjects.  If  they  can  hope  to  do  it  by  vicious 
humours,  by  little  arts,  by  warm  pursuits  every  man 
of  his  own  interests,  the  whole  spirit  runs  into  those 
courses,  ,and  perhaps  the  faster,  from  the  propen- 
sion  of  our  natures  rather  to  ill  than  to  good. 

After  all,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  our  present  in- 
terest, and  that  of  all  Cnristendom  besides,  in  some 
measure,  is  the  defence  of  Spain,  and  not  only  in 
Handers,  but  in  all  other  parts  where  it  shall  not 
be  able  to  defend  itself  against  the  power  and  am- 
bition of  France,  from  whence  alone  we  have  all 
our  present  fears,  and  shall  find  our  dangers  upon 
any  farther  growth ;  for  if  a  great  accession  should 
come  to  them  in  Navarre,  Catalonia,  Italy,  during 
the  Spanish  King's  life,  or  upon  his  death,  as  there 
will  do  in  Lorrain  after  this  old  Duke's  life,  we 
should  find  them  more  formidable  and  troublesome 
even  in  our  neighbourhood ;  as  nourishment  taken 
in  by  one  part  increases  strength  in  all,  if  it  be 
once  digested.  It  is  true,  for  want  of  heat  or 
strength  of  nature,  if  It  be  not  digested  into  the 
very  substance  of  the  body,  it  will  grow  weaker 
rather  than  stronger  by  it :  as  we  see  in  Spain,  the 
spirit  began  to  fail  by  the  weakness  of  their  Kings 
and  Ministers.  For  this  reason,  and  all  those 
which  formerly  engaged  us  so  firmly  to  bear  up 
France  and  Holland  against  the  house  of  Austria, 
I  think  it  is  our  common  interest  to  bear  up  Spain 
now  against  France ;  and  the  more,  in  respect  of 
their  being  now  lower  than  ever  the  others  were, 
by  reason  of  the  King's  tender  life,  and  the  dis- 
traction like  to  ensue  his  death,  if  their  affairs  find 
no  steady  support  from  their  neighbours. 

If  we  were  what  we  have  been,  what  we  might 
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be,  and  God  knows  why  we  are  not,  at  home ;  I 
think  our  interest  were  to  enter  singly  into  a  de- 
fensive league  with  Spain,  and  might  either  pre^ 
serve  their  peace,  or  else  hope  to  make  a  short 
war,  and  with  such  advantages  as  might  counter- 
vail what  our  trade  will  suffer,  and  the  Dutch 
grow,  during  the  time  of  our  being  in  war  and 
they  in  peace.    My  reason  for  making  in  that  case 
the  league  single,  is  because  we  might  thereby 
reap  alone  all  the  advantages  which  Spain  would 
be  able  to  give  for  their  defence,  which  would  be 
great,  as  low  as  they  are,  not  only  in  point  of  trade 
by  their  wools  and  logwood,  but  by  ^reat  pensions 
in  yearly  quantities  of  salt  from  Sardinia  and  other 
parts,  which  is  much  beyond  any  French  salts,  and 
would  be  the  sm^e  as  money  to  his  Majesty,  con« 
sidering  what  quantities  his  kingdoms  spend :  and 
besides,  I  doubt  not  they  would  offer  us  constant 
paymeQts  of  ready  money  i  and  if  we  could  make 
war  abroad  at  their  charge,  and  without  pressing 
too  mu^h  the  subject  at  home,  or  needing  them  at 
every  turn,  I  know  nothing  were  more  glorious, 
^or  perhaps  more  safe  and  advantageous  for  us, 
than  to  be  in  action  abroad,  especially  if  it  w^e 
in  conjunction  of  three  agdnst  one,  and  not  as  we 
were  lately,  one  against  three. 

This  we  may  be  sure  of,  that  the  Spaniards  will 
give  more  for  our  defensive  league  than  for  all 
others ;  will  not  much  care  for  any  others,  so  they 
may  have  ours,  and,  in  short,  will  give  for  it  what- 
ever they  are  able ;  but  the  questioa  is,  whether 
we  are  able  to  take  so  vigorous  a  counsel,  and  I 
doubt,  not:  therefore,  the  next  would  be  to  know, 
whether-  we  are  sOf  to  enter  iato  their  defence 
jointly  with  Sweden,  which  would  either  awe  the 
French  into  a  continuance  of  the  peace,  or  else 
without  doubt  make  the  party  strong  enough  foir 
the  w^r :  and  in  this,  case  we  must  be  content  to 
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share  mtli  Sweden  whatever  Spain  can  any  way 
give  for  the  purchase  of  their  defence ;  and  where 
our  gains  are  less,  the  consideration  will  be  more 
of  what  we  may  lose,  or  the  Dutch  gain  in  trade, 
if  a  war  should  break  out  and  last :  for  there  would 
be  no  other  reflections,  since  the  Swedes,  I  be« 
lieve,  would  enter  into  the  league  upon  such  terms 
as  Spain  could  make  them ;  and  the  Dutch  would 
ask  nothing  better  than  to  see  us  all  in  war  and 
themselves  in  peace,  without  danger  of  the  war 
ending  in  the  growth  of  the  French  power. 

The  third  way,  is  entering  into  a  defensive  league 
with  J^ain,  Sweden,  and  Holland ;  for  in  all  cases^ 
I  suppose,  we  might  reckon  upon  the  Emperor,  as 
far  as  that  would  signify.  This  I  think  were  cer-» 
tainly  to  be  desired  in  what  case  soever  we  may  be, 
either  to  accept  or  decline  the  other  two.  But  the 
ills  in  this  are  ;  first,  the  unlikelihood  of  Holland's 
engaging  in  it ;  for  I  could  never,  since  my  first 
acquaintance  here,  find  any  disposition  towards  it ; 
and  then  the  incapacity  of  Spain  to  satisfy  the  pre-* 
tensions  of  benefit  from  them,  which  we  might  all 
three  pretend ;  for  Holland  would  resolve  to  have 
a  share,  if  we  had  any ;  so  that  the  particular  ad* 
vantage  would  grow  only  to  Sweden,  by  certain 
subsidies  or  benefits  in  trade  from  Spain ;  and  we 
and  Holland  should  content  ourselves  with  the 
certainty  of  preventing  a  war  by  so  powerflil  a 
league. 

This  is  all  which  occurs  to  me  upon  this  subject, 
and  which  becomes  me  best,  that  is,  to  represent, 
and  not  to  advise.  For  matter  of  proposing  to  the 
Marquis,  I  suppose  he  will  know  as  well  as  we,  that 
the  proposals  ought  to  come  from  him,  at  least  till 
he  desires  to  know  of  us  what  we  demand  upon  a 
defensive  league,  which  is  certainly  the  desire  of 
Spain,  either  with  us  singly,  or  in  conjunction  with 
the  rest ;  and  were  the  more  to  be  wished,  for  the 
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preventing  the  Spaniards  from  falling  into  a  de- 
sperate counsel,  of  agreeing  with  France,  and  quit* 
ting  Flanders  to  them  for  advantage  on  the  other 
side,  and  a  good  deal  for  revenge  of  their  neigh- 
bours pressing  so  hard  upon  them,  by  a  disadvan- 
tageous peace,  and  afterwards  irresolution  of  main- 
taining that  itself  by  a  defensive  league. 

If  the  Kin^  should  think  fit  to  endeavour  the 
disposing  of  the  Dutch  to  enter  into  it  (which  for 
my  part  I  think  they  are  engaged  in  by  the  first, 
as  I  remember,  or  the  second  article  of  the  peace 
at  Aix,  though  they  do  not  conceive  so),  I  should 
make  some  trials,  and  give  account  of  what  I  find ; 
for  I  fear  we  are  not  growing  fast  enough  into  a 
posture  of.  making  these  paces  alone,  at  least  by 
what  I  could  observe  or  hear  during  my  short  stiay 
in  England,  which  was  but  too  much  entertained 
with  iU-bodings  and  complaints :  but,  quid  tristes 
guerimonue  si  rum  suppUcio  culpa  redditur  ?  quid 
leges  sine  moribus  vance  prqficiunt?  without  great 
virtue  and  steadiness  in  the  government,  and  reso- 
lution of  going  through  with  whatsoever  is  thought 
fit  and  just,  whereby  men  may  see  that  the  only 
way  to  rise  is  to  deserve  it ;  all  tempering  of  fac- 
tions, taking  ofi*  persons,  and  soothing  parties,  is 
but  patching  iip  an  ill  house :  I  mean  not  virtue, 
in  a  peaking,  formal,  ]>resbyterian  sense,  but  that 
which  the  greatest  nations  of  old  so  politicly  fa- 
voured and  renowned,  which  consisted  in  those 
Jualities  that  made  men  fit  for  the  service  of  their 
^rinces  and  countries^  by  strong  and  healthful  dis- 
positions both  of  bodies  and  minds.  Your  Lord- 
ship's pardon  for  this  once,  and  vou  shall  have  no 
more  such  troubles  as  these  nrom  your  Lord- 
ship's, <S?c. 
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To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

^y  ^^^^»  Hague,  Oct.  2,  N.  S.  1668. 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  your  Lordship's  of 
the  14th,  and  in  one  letter  from  Mr.  Williamson 
an  account  of  what  was  resolved  at  the  foreign 
committee,  to  whom  your  Lordship's  only  referred 
the  determination  of  what  manner  the  amendments 
of  the  marine  treaty  should  be  pursued  in ;  and  ac 
cordingly  I  have  since  fallen  into  the  debate  of 
that  affair  in  all  its  particulars,  with  Monsieur  de 
Witt :  and  the  differences  between  us  are  not  great, 
and  some  of  his  exceptions  seem  so  reasonable, 
that  I  must  be  furnished  with  arguments  to  main- 
tain  the  points  against  him,  if  they  must  be  insist- 
ed on ;  for  I  confess  I  can  find  none  of  my  own. 
.    Upon  the  first  he  consents  to  the  change  of  the 
form  of  certificates,  and  will  accept  of  such  as  we 
shall  draw  up,  so  they  run  equal  on  both  sides  imi- 
tatis  mutandis:  but  to  that  which  the  East-India 
Company  say,  of  their  desire  that  trade  may  rather 
be  carried  on  without  any  certificate  at  all ;  he  says, 
he  does  not  see  how  that  cjan  be,  or  to  what  purpose 
all  the  articles  are  against  counterband  goods,  since 
it  is  by  the  certificate  whereby  it  is  known  what 
the  ship  is,  and  what  the  goods  are  she  carries,  and 
thereby  all  farther  trouble  of  search  is  avoided.  He 
says,  he  should  be  content,  and  the  advantage 
would  be  theirs,  to  have  all  trade  free,  and  none  to 
ask  at  sea  what  another  ship  was,  whither  it  went, 
or  what  it  carried ;  but  since  that  cannot  be,  there 
is  no  way  of  avoiding  disputes,  besides  that  of  cer- 
tificates :  and  indeed  I  doubt,  the  merchants  in  that 
considered  not  the  main  end  of  the  whole  regula- 
tion, which  was  to  avoid  quarrels  between  the  na- 
tions ;  but  only  their  own  private  interests,  in  sav- 
ing the  trouble  and  charge  of  certificates,  which 
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made  them  likewise  desire  it  might  be  from  the 
magistrates  of  the  ports  from  whence  the  ships 
parted,  and  not  from  the  admiralty. 

Upon  the  second,  he  consents  to  the  proposal  in 
the  margin,  with  only  the  leaving  out  those  two 
words  [of  India],  so  as  the  rule  may  be  generally 
to  all  places,  and  not  confined  to  the  Indies ;  which 
I  had  nothing  to  say  against,  believing  those  words 
fell  in,  only  by  the  matter  coming  from  the  £ast- 
India  Company,  without  notice  of  any  other  traders. 

Upon  these  two  points  I  had  given  your  Lord- 
ship the  account  formerly  of  my  having  at  several 
discourses  gained  his  consent :  and  I  do  not  find 
that  any  thing  he  excepts  at  in  them,  is  different 
from  what  we  mean  ourselves. 

For  the  other  points,  which  are  wholly  new,  and 
additions  to  the  treaty,  they  cost  us  a  grefat  deal 
more  debate,  which  I  shall  not  trouble  your  Lord- 
ship with,  but  only  the  result  at  least,  of  the  opi- 
nion he  gave  me  leave  to  write  to  your  Lordship 
as  his,  upon  them ;  though  the  first,  second,  and 
fourth,  were  all  of  more  difficult  digestion,  and 
such  as  I  doubt  would  have  given  some  work  to 
commissioners  in  pursuance  of  the  Breda  treaty  so 
much  as  to  have  touched :  for  the  truth  is,  our 
trade  in  the  Indies  being  so  little,  and  theirs  do 
much,  all  equalities  of  this  kind  are  gains  to  us, 
and  loss  to  them. 

For  the  first  of  the  four  particulars  not  provided 
for  in  the  marine  treaty,  he  consents  to  the  one 
half  of  the  period  ending  with  the  word  gavenu 
ment:  but  for  the  other,  allowing  liberty  to  pass 
any  river  or  pass  leading  to  any  place  of  t;rade,  al- 
though the  other  Company  have  a  fort  or  castle 
upon  the  said  river  or  pass ;  he  says  it  cannot  pos- 
sibly be,  nor  would  it  ever  be  executed,  though  the 
States  should  consent  to  it;  for  in  those  passes^ 
the  very  end  of,  either  Company's  building  a  fort 
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Or -.castle  was,  to  secure  the  trade  of  such  a  coun- 
try to  themselves;  so  as  they  would  by  this  article 
Ipse  all  the  benefit  of  the  expence  they  had  been 
ut:  that,  if  to  such  nations  there  were  any  othet 
:  way  found,  not  under  the  reach  of  their  cannon, 
,  that  passage  should  be  free :  but  under  a  fort  built 
to  the  aforesaid  ends,  he  did  not  believe  any  or- 
ders would  compel  those  in  it,  either  of  our  nation 
or  jtheirs,  to  see  the  trade  they  had  secured  to  them- 
selves, drawn  away  to  the  other  nation  by  a  free 
passage. 

'The  second  particular  I  got  wholly  agreed  to, 
though  with  much  difficulty,  as  importing,  I  sup- 
pose, more  advantage  to  us  than  any  of  the  rest, 
considering  how  many  more  nations  the  Dutch 

*  trade  with  than  we,  by  virtue  of  such  agreements. 

.  The  third  was  vrithoat  difficulty,  importing,  as 
>  we  both  conceived,  no  more  than  was  before  pro- 
vided by  the  marine  treaty,  and  more  particularly. 
1    For  tne  fourth,  he  could  not  consent  it  should 
extend  farther  than  to  ships  belonging  to  either 
.  •  Company,  or  to  any  nations  or  people  subject  to 
N  either  Company,  and  consequently  under  protec- 
tion of  the  said  Company ;  for  the  making  it  run,  in 
the  words  of  our  article.  To  any  nations  with  whom 
♦  Vtther  Company  shall  trade^  and  not  in  enmity  with 
.   the  otfierCompam/j  would  occasion  only  either  Com- 
p'any's  selling  their  passports  to  all  the  nations  that 
Would  buy  them,  leaving  it  afterward  to  dispute, 
.  ■  upon  any  accident  should  arrive,  whether  such  na- 
. .  tion  were  in  enmity  with  the  other  Company  or  no ; 

•  the  natives  maintaining  the  negative,  and  perhaps 
the  Company  the  affirmative,  and  it  may  be  upon 

r  pretence  of  some  new  injury,  which  had  lately 
;given  the  occasion  of  the  enmity :  and  where  such 
disputes  should  be  determined,  was  difficult  to  find. 
Besides,,  he  argued  from  the  common  use  of  na- 
tions, that  passports  operated  only  towards  those 
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who  were  subject  to  such  who  gratnted  the  pflsSs--  .;•  ^•'" 
ports,  or  else,  by  alliance  and  accord  between  i>a-.  *  ;;  ^  'X 
tions,  to  such  as  were  one  another's  suWects  and*  •".  /'** 
under  their  protection :  but  how  it  should  extend*  .  *'/^* 
to  other  nations  because  they  were  not  in  enmity^^t . '  .•,^^- 
with  our  ally,  he  could  not  see  any  reason,  norlJa<f  K/*  ;■ '. 
heard  any  example.    But,  on  the  other  side,  it  wjas*  '/ 

ever  to  be  supposed,  that  there  would  be  no  need ;•      ,>: 
at  all  of  passports  from  the  one,  to  such  as  w^^^^'l^' 
not  in  enmity  with  the  other;  nations  bein6^|S©flii\^';  ;.^. 
esteemed  as  just  in  their  actions,  and  notUkfely  to' 
disturb  or  seize  another  without  at  least  pretiBHC^  • 
of  enmity,  which  would  be  a  sort  of  piracy  at  isefl|\^-  ■•'•,> 
or  robbery  at  land ;  but  in  case  such  a  thing  sliopi<|^  ■  •  ,  ^^-^ 
happen,  no  other  nation  concerned  themselves.  ii>  .     '-:■.:' 
it^  unless  it  were  offered  to  their  subjects,  and  coii^V"  V  V  " 
sequently  to  persons  under  their  protection.  .;  V,  i^,\    •  ?-•' 

1  thought  his  reasoning  seemed  good.  an^Wr^-^r  • 
sides  I  imagined  the  thing  was  not  of  weight";  f^i:>  if';?^ 
where  one  Company  found  a  nation  not  in  TOti*J»^';.:^^^ 
enmity  with  the  other,  and  had  a  mind  to  proieia?.r/»4-??'*^ 
their  navigation,  they  might  do  it  by  receiviigV'.'V/ « . 
that  nation  into  their  protection,  and  then -givil^^   ]•  . / 
them  passports  as  subjects  to  them.     Whej;e  Tift-      •/.:**• 
tions  will  not  submit  to  such  a  subjection,  ^ they  '  V'   . 
must  protect  themselves.    And  this  was  th^  ifesulC*  -  •  *  ' 
of  our  conference,  which  came  to  no  sort  of  sigreei    •• .  / 
ment  on  either  side,  since  I  neither  had  power  .Co  •  ]J^}' 
do  it  from  his  Majesty,  nor  he  from  the  States  :  scf    .  ;!;••; 
that  we  can  only  represent  on  each  side  what  (>assV  ;  .■/ 
ed,  and  attend  our  orders  upon  them ;  andhe.ih; .;  |  *:: 
the  mean  time  dispose  the  States  to  his  opiriiqnjv.'*  .;: 
when  we  meet  and  conclude  formally  upon  them..  ^  !*•/". 
When  I  receive  instructions,  I  suppose  it  willb'ei  •?•  ^? 
necessary  to  know  the  manner  as  well  as  the  inat-\  f  ..•  .. 
ter  we  are  to  agree  in ;  that  is,  whether  a  new.  jmfti-;  -/  'Iv 
rine  treaty  is  to  be  made,  with  these  particulars ,4ijr*.:r-. 
be  digested  into  the  body  of  it  j  or  else  those  tolBSK:  0^^ 
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perfected  in  an  instrument  by  themselves,  as  addi* 
tions  to  the  marine  treaty.     For  the  doing  it  with 
or  without  commissioners  I  can  say  nothing,  since 
so  great  authors  are  on  both  sides :  but  if  both  seem 
necessary,  one  to  the  substance,  and  the  other  to 
the  form,  I  was  thinking  whether  two  or  more 
might  not  be  joined  in  commission  with  me,  to 
treat  and  conclude  it  with  commissioners  of  theirs, 
and  those  to  be  acquainted  before-hand  with  what 
was  to  be  expected  upon  this  matter.    But  I  know 
not  how  our  expectation  of  having  the  commis- 
sioners  meet  at  London  would  be  satisfied  by  their 
meeting  at  the  Hague ;  nor  how  forms  go  in  join- 
ing commissioners  to  an  ambassador,  for  a  particu- 
lar business ;  and. so  I  leave  it.    I  am,  &c. 

To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oct.  12,  N.  S.  1668. 

Though  I  could  not  think  it  became  me  to  inter- 
rupt  your  Grace's  business  or  entertainment  by 
empty  letters ;  and  I  know  you  have  what  share 
you  please  of  the  constant  troubles  my  Lord  Ar- 
lington receives  upon  the  account  of  my  negocia- 
tions  here ;  yet  having  this  inclosed  sent  me  to  con- 
vey to  your  Grace,  I  was  in  hopes  a  good  letter 
may  keep  an  ill  one  a  little  in  countenance,  and 
bear  me  out  in  taking  this  occasion  of  preservini 
myself  in  your  Grace's  favour  and  memory,  whicl 
I  esteem  among  my  best  possessions,  and  should 
be  glad  to  find  ways  of  continuing  them,  rather  by 
serving  than  by  troubling  you.     Whilst  I  can  do 
nothing  towards  the  first,  I  will  do  the  less  towards 
the  other,  and  content  myself  to  assure  your  Grace, 
in  the  language  of  a  plain  man,  that  none  can  wish, 
you  happier  than  I  do  in  the  course  of  your  for- 
tunes  and  honours,  nor  rejoice  more  in  the  presages 
I  make  of  both,  from  those  wise  and  generous  dis* 
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positions  I  left  you  in,  of  employing  those  many 
great  talents  and  advantages  given  you  towards  his 
Majesty's  and  the  kingdom's  true  service  and  hap- 
piness. I  am  still  of  the  mind,  nothing  is  more  ne- 
cessary to  both,  than  the  continuance  and  increase 
of  that  harmony  which  we  used  with  so  much  rea- 
son to  wish  so  well  to,  and  which,  I  think,  has  at 
this  time  more  operation  than  that  of  the  spheres 
was  thought  to  have  upon  the  good  temper  and 
order  of  the  world.  For,  I  believe,  the  spring  of 
all  the  motions  or  quiet  we  are  like  to  see  round 
about  us,  lies  in  that  point  and  those  counsels  which 
proceed  from  it. 

I  beg  your  Grace's  pardon  for  this  trouble,  which 
I  should  not  have  begun,  but  to  end  with  my  being, 
my  Lord,  your  Grace's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant. 


To  the  Constable  of  Castile,  Al  Condestable  de  Castilla. 


Hague,  Oct.  19, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1668. 

Having  passed  so  much  time, 
and  with  so  much  satisfaction 
to  myself,  in  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice at  Brussels,  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  lose  the  concern 
I  have  ever  had  for  the  inter- 
est of  that  country,  or  to  avoid 
rejoicing  with  your  Excellency 
upon  your  succeeding  in  the 
government,  wishing  you  all 
honour  and  satisfaction,  asfore- 
seeing  many  advantages  to  his 
Catholic  Majesty  in  so  prudent 
a  choice.  But,  with  the  plain- 
ness that  has  been  always  na- 
tural tome,  I  must  confess  that 
it  has  not  been  at  this  time 
without  some  regret  that  I  have 
lost  the  correspondence  of  a 
governor  of  Flanders,  with 
whom  I  had  contracted  so  great 


Dela  Hayej  Oct.  19, 
Ex^.  Senr.  S.N.166S. 
Sennor  mio,  Hamendo  stado 
tanto  tiempoy  con  tanto  gusto  a 
Brussellasy  de  la  parte  del  Rey  mi 
Sennor  ^no  me  es  possible  perder 
el  encarecimento  que  he  stempre 
tenidopor  las  cosas  y  interesses 
deste  paySf  ni  dexar  de  dar  a 
V.  E.  efparabien  de  su  llegada 
a  este  govierno  desseandwe  en 
ello  mucha  satisfaccion  y  honra^ 
como  augurando  a  su  magestad 
Catolica  mucho  provecho  de  tan 
sabia  eleccion,  Pero  con  la  Ua* 
neza  que  me  ha  sido  stempre  na* 
turaly  es  menester  confessar^  que 
me  pesa  mucho  en  este  punto  de 
haver  perdido  la  corresponden- 
da  de  un  governador  de  Flan^ 
deSf  con  quien  he  ienido  tan  es* 
trecha  amistadp  y  entera  corifi^ 
anza;  hatlandqme  aora  en  una 
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a  friefidslup)  and  had  so  entire  conmnctura^  y  cmendo  diwues^ 

a  confidence;  finding  mjBe\£  in  to  tos  eslados  de  aqui  de  tal  ma" 

gudi  a  conjuncture  (after  hav-  itera  que  me parege poder  ohrar 

ing  so  disposed  the  States  of  algo^  sino  mticho  por  el  bien 

Holland)  as  to  be  confident  of  communy  y  por  el  reposo  de  la 

having  it  in  my  power  to  do  Christiamdadj  como  por  la  sO" 

something,   if  not  something  lud  y  inieresses  de  la  monarchia 

veryconsiderable,for  the  com-  de  Espanna^  si  estuviera  aora 

mon  good  and  repose  of  Chris-  govemador  o  ministro  en  Flan^ 

tendom,  as  well  as  for  the  in-  des  que  tuviera  poderes  bastan" 

terest  and  safety  of  the  Spanish  tes  y  tan  bien  la  voluntad  y  con* 

monarchy;  ifthere  were  at  pre-  f^nga  para  concurrir  commigo 

sent  a  governor  of  Flanders  en  el  concierto  de  tal  negocto. 

that  had  full  powers  joined  with  No  pareciera  de  hombre  discrc' 

his  own  desires,  and  confidence  to  ae  entrar  mas  adelante  en 

between  us  to  agree  together  tstas  razones  con  V.  E,  a  quien 

in  the  concert  of  such  a  nego-  sioy  tan  desconocido;  aunque 

tiation.      I  doubt  it  will  not  bien  pudiera  aver  eniendido  a 

look  prudent  to  enter  farther  BrusseUas  que  no  soy  hombre 

into  such  reasoning  with  your  para  dezir  disparates^  ni  para 

ExG^encY,  to  whom  I  am  so  ponerme  Juera  de  iiempo  y  oc" 

wholly  unsnown;  though  per-  tasion  en  cosas  agenas.    Pero 

hapB  you  may  have  heard  at  cred  me  V,  E,  que  no  sey  que  no 

Brussels  that  I  am  not  a  man  puede  aver  otra  en  este  tiempo 

used  to  build  castles  in  the  air,  que  toca  mas  a  Espannoy  ny  que 

no  more  than  to  engage  myself  la  sea  tan  necessaria,  que  de  em* 

unseasonably  in  affiiirs  of  this  Mar  sin  perder  punto  o  a  V.E. 

kind:  but  your  Excellency  may  o  a  otro  Ministro  poderes  abso" 

believe  me,  that  at  this  time  lutos  para  tratar  y  concluyr  con 

nothing  is  more  absolutely  ne-  los  tres  aUiadeSy  toque  fuera  me" 

ceaBarVf  nor  that  more  con-  nester^  tan  bien  por  la  satisfac" 

oems  die  interest  of  Spain,  than  don  pretendida  de  los  Suedeses-^ 

that  absolute  powers  should  be  que  por  la  utiliiad  que  con  eUa 

aent  either  to  your  Excellency,  se  puede  alcangar  mas  que  pro* 

or  some  other  Minister,  to  treat  porcionado  a  la  Espanna^  y  at 

and  conclude  with  the  three  al-  oien  commun  de  la  Christiani- 

lies,  and  which  is  likewise  as  dad.  Lo  mismo  que  digo  de  una 

necessary  for  the  pretended  sa-  parte  a  V.  E.  vengo  de  desir  de 

tisfaction  of  the  Swedes,  as  for  otra  al  ministro  de  Suecia^  a 

the  advantage    (in  so  much  qui  residente  porque  bien  hecho 

ffreater  proportion  )  that  it  may  de  ver,  mie  con  las  ydas  y  bueU 

be  to  Spain  and  the  common  ias  en  Espanna  y  en  Suecia  so* 

interest  of  Christendom.     The  ^e  estas  matenasy  no  se  Kara 

same  that  I  say  on  one  side  to  jamas  sino  perder  el  tiempo  y  las 

your  Excellency,  I  come  from  occasiones^  aunque  el  primero 

saying  on  the  other,  to  the  nunca  se  le  velve  a  los  hombres, 

Swedish  Minister  resident  here:  y  muy  raramente  las  postreras. 

for  it  is  too  plain  to  be  seen,  A  lo  menos  fnuy  daro  esta^  que 
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that  with  the  length  of  the  jour- 
neySy  and  returns  from  Spain 
and  Sweden^  nothing  can  be 
hoped  for  but  the  loss  of  time 
and  occasions ;  the  first  of  which 
never  returns  to  mortal  man, 
and  very  rarely  the  other :  at 
least,  it  is  certain  that  if  we  do 
not  this  winter  make  our  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  posture 
of  affairs  for  the  common  good, 
we  are  never  a^ain  to  hope  for 
the  same  occasion. 

I  be^  of  your  Excellency, 
that  this  advice  may  be  only 
to  youirself,  or  those  in  Spain 
who  are  most  concerned  in  it. 
What  is  most  necessary,  I  have 
•told  your  Excellency,  is  to  ha- 
sten the  powers,  and  that  needs 
no  consultation,  the  rest  time 
will  shew ;  and  it  is  not  neces- 
isary  the  Spanish  Ministers  here 
jshould  concern  themselves  in 
it  till  the  powers  come.  I  en- 
gage myself  to  dispose  things 
fio  nere,  that,  whenever  they  ar- 
rive^ your  Excellency  shall  be 


si  este  kiviemo  no  nos  approve^ 
chamos  de  las  presentes  por  U 
hien  commun,  nunca  hemos  de 
esperar  las  mismas  por  el  vent' 
dero. 


SuppUco  a  V,  E*  que  este  a* 
viso  ta  sirve  a  solas^  si  no  a  los 
tan  Hen  en  Espanna  qui  son  los 
mas  interessados  en  eUos,  Por* 
que  lo  aue  es  el  necessario  la 
vengo  ae  desir  en  lo  de  hazer 
venir  los  poderes,  en  esto  no  se 
ha  de  consuUar;  por  demos  los 
tiempos  lo  diran,  y  no  se  avra  di 
entremeterse  a  qui,  en  el  entre* 
tanto  Ministro  Espannol  antes 
que  vengan  los  poderes,  qtie  yo 
me  encargo  de  aisponerlascosas 
a  qui  dimanera  que  Uegendo  los 
V.  E.   avra  de  approvecharse 


able  to  make  the  advantage  of    d'ettos  por  el  hien  de  su  Rey,  v 
them,  for  your  Master  and  the    de  los  payses  que  gomema.    F. 


countries  you  govern.  Your 
Excellency  will  not  look  upon 
this  letter  as  coming  from  an 
Ambassador,  but  from  a  man 
extremely  desiring  the  public 
good,  and  that  has  been  a  lit- 
Se  enlightened  by  having  so 
much  part  in  what  has  been 
designed  towards  it:  and  I  hope 
will  pardon  my  having  enter- 


E.  no  ha  de  interpretar  esto 
como  viniendo  di  mano  de  Am^ 
haxador,pero  de  un  hombre  muy 
qfficionaao  al  bien  commun,  y 
un  poco  esclarecido  en  las  cosas 
corrientes,  commo  aviendotenido 
tanta  parte  en  eUas;  y  me  par- 
done  averla  en  tretentdo  en  una 
lenpia  que  y  a  commienqo  a.ol- 
m£i,  aviendo  le  nunca  bien  an* 


tained  you  so  long  in  a  Ian-    prendido;  per 6  no  he  quertdo 

guage  Uiat  I  begin  now  to  for-    que  V,  E.  en  lo  que  la  digo,  av* 

get,  and  had  never  learned  well:    ria  de  tercero* 

but  I  had  no  mind  what  I  have 

here  said  to  your  Excellency 

should  pass  through  another 

hand. 

Pray  God  preserve  your  Ex-        Guarde  Dios  a  V.  £•  muchoa 
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cellency,  and  give  me  the  oc-    annosi  y  ^^  d/s  las  occationes 
casions  of  serving  you.  de  servir  la, 

IkissyourExcellency'shandy  B.  L.  M,  D.  V.  E. 

&c.  Su  maifor  servidor. 

To  my  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Nov.  2,  N.  S.  1668. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  of  the 
13th  past  some  days  by  me,  and  deferred  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  it  till  this  post,  that  I  might 
make  it  at  a  little  more  leisure.  I  must  first  beg 
so  much  favour  from  your  Lordship  (for  I  shaS 
esteem  it  a  kindness  to  me),  that  you  will  never 
constrain  yourself  to  write  to  me  in  pain  or  trou- 
ble ;  but  upon  all  such  occasions  use  either  anv 
other  hand,  or  any  other's  correspondence  with 
me,  to  send  me  your  commands :  and  in  the  next 
place  I  shall  desire  your  Lordship's  belief,  that  I 
never  took  any  thing  ill  in  the  least,  from  any 
hand,  that  I  knew  meant  me  well ;  and  am  veiy 
well  pleased  to  hear  of  my  faults  from  my  friends^ 
as  I  hope  they  will  ever  be  to  receive  my  just  ex- 
cuses, and  others  I  shall  never  desire  to  trouble 
them  with.  I  know  your  Lordship  is  satisfied  with 
what  I  did  in  shewing  that  letter,  having  given  you 
the  advice  of  it  at  the  same  time  I  promised  it;  and 
I  shall  make  use  of  the  prudent  intimation  you 
please  to  give  me  upon  that  particular. 

Monsieur  de  Witt  has  several  times  spoke  to  me 
since  about  the  pavilion^  applauding  your  Lord- 
ship's resolution,  or  at  least  inclination,  to  bring  it 
to  some  certainty ;  and  desired  me  to  offer  to  your 
Lordship,  as  most  advantageous  to  a  good  issue  in 
it,  that  the  expedients  he  proposed  you  would  first 
mention  as  your  own ;  because  whatever  is  offered 
from  the  contrary  party  is  commonly  either  sus- 
pected^  or  despised,  even  for  its  being  so.    I  find. 
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a  good  end  of  this  matter  is  the  point  he  has  much 
at  heart,  believing  no  quarrel  could  ever  happen 
between  the  nations  if  that  occasion  were  once  out 
of  the  way*  He  says,  he  has  never  yet  spoken  to 
any  man  about  the  offers  and  expedients  he  pro- 
posed, and  knows  they  will  be  stomached  by  many 
here ;  but  he  will  put  all  the  strength  he  has  upon 
it  to  make  them  pass,  or  any  thing  else  that  is  at 
all  reasonable  in  the  case,  and  doubts  not  to  suc- 
ceed. I  suppose  whatever  we  have  by  accord  with 
them,  will  not  be  only  so  much  of  a  gained,  instead 
of  a  dii^uted  right ;  but  will  engage  them  to  fur- 
ther our  pretence  of  so  much  with  our  neighbours, 
and  to  take  part  in  our  quarrel,  if  any  shall  be 
raised  by  any  of  them  with  us,  upon  that  points 
and  if  so,  we  should  have  something  very  substan- 
tial for  that  which,  methinks,  is  very  airy  now,  and 
which  serves  only  for  an  occasion  of  wars  at  a  time 
we  have  no  mind  to  enter  into  any,  and,  I  doubt, 
ivith  some  reason :  for  if  we  had  a  conquering  ge- 
nius at  this  time  among  us,  and  force  to  second  it, 
nothing  could  be  so  useful  to  us  as  this  pretence : 
but  every  pilot,  that  would  be  safe  and  wdl,  must 
carry  sail  as  the  weather  is  abroad,  and  as  the  sides 
of  his  ship  are  strong  or  weak  to  resist  it. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  find  I  have  the  honour  of 
agreeing  with  your  Lordship  in  all  points  that  fall 
into  consideration,  as  well  this,  as  that  about  en- 
voys, and  about  the  benefits  of  a  quadruple  league ; 
concerning  which  I  writ  my  opinion  freely  in  one 
to  my  Lord  Arlington  by  the  last  post,  being  the 
only  thing  which  can  crown  the  great  work  his 
Majesty  has  undertaken,  of  settling  the  peace  of 
Christendom,  and  giving  a  stop  to  the  French  ca- 
reer, which,  about  ten  months  since,  was  in  a  fair 
way  to  over-run  us  all,  one  afler  another;  and 
hangs  still  like  a  cloud  over  all  their  neighbours* 
heads,  leaving  every  one  in  doubt  when  and  where 
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it  will  fall.    And  till  that  be  compassed,  I  shall 
hardly  be  secure  of  Spain's  not  trinkling  at  one 
time  or  other  with  France,  for  the  remainder  of 
Flanders,  at  least  upon  such  a  revolution  as  would 
arrive  at  that  King's  death,  if  not  before :  nor  of  the 
French  party's  getting  ground  enough  again  into 
Sweden,  at  one  time  or  other,  to  turn  the  bias  of 
that  Crown  towards  the  French  interests  by  the 
offers  of  money,  which  can  best  be  made  them  on 
that  side  :  whereas  by  such  a  league  Spain  would 
find  their  account  in  keeping  Flanders,  and  not  fear 
any  war  which  the  French  pretensions  there  might 
engage  them  in :  Sweden  would  find  theirs  by  some 
certam  subsidies  from  Spain,  even  in  times  of  peace, 
and  by  assurance  from  them  and  us  of  greater  in 
case  of  a  war :  Holland  would  be  broken  ^from  all 
return  into  any  new  measures  with  France,  and  be 
forced  to  follow  the  common,  interests  and  coun-* 
sels  of  the  alliance:  Spain  and  Sweden  would  be 
both  hindered  from  entering  into  any  i^parate  con* 
cert  or  treaty  without  us  and  HoUajud. :  the  Em- 
peror, and  Princes  of  the  empire,  and  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain^  would  be  glad  to  be  admitted  into  such  an  al- 
li^uice  i  and  his  Majesty  would  remain  head  and  di- 
rector of  a  league  which  would  have  the  glory  of 
preserving  the  peace  of  Christendom,  and  ch^k*^ 
ing  and  bounding  the  French  greatness,  at  a  time 
when  no  other  Prince  durst  look  it  in  the  face. 
And  in  case  of  a  war  breaking  out  from  France,  in 
spite  of  all  these  defences  i  I  suppose,  considering 
the  strength  of  the  alliance,  suad  the  temper  of  our 
people  at  home,  bent  wholly  upon  these  counsels, 
his  Majesty  would  have  rather  reason  to  de»re, 
than  to  apprehend  it. 

I  conceive  the  way  of  effecting  such  a  league 
must  be,  to  make  a  draught  of  it  with  Monsieur 
de  Witt  here,  if  he  can  be  fiiMlly  disposed  to  it ; 
aiid  that  with  all  the  necrecy  in  tihie  world,  mi  ta 
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proceed  in  ii^  as  near  as  is*  possible,  with  all  the 
fairness  and  equality,  in  the  consideration  and  com- 
prehension of  each  party's  interests,  which  is  the 
only  way  to  facilitate  such  negotiations;  and  when- 
ever we  and  Monsieur  de  Witt  are  agreed  in  it, 
then  for  his  Majesty  to  take  upon  him  the  propo- 
sing it  to  Spain,  and  trying  what  private  advan- 
tages may  be  gained  from  that  Crown,  in  conside- 
ration of  his  both  proposing  and  effecting  a  matter 
so  much  to  their  advantage. 

All  that  seems  to  be  against  such  a  counsel,  is 
his  Majesty's  present  want  of  treasure,  which  ren- 
ders him  in  a  condition  very  unfit  to  enter  into  any 
atction  abroad,  by  provoking  France. 

As  to  that :  First,  the  end  of  this  counsel  is  peace, 
and  not  war ;  and  seems  indeed  the  -  only  way  to 
secure  it,  by  letting  France  ^ee,  they  cannot  find 
their  account  in  a  war ;  for,  till  they  do  that,  they 
will  never  leave  the  designs  of  it.  Then,  instead 
of  provoking  France,  I  should  think  this  would' 
make  them  much  warmer  in  their  ofiers  and  appli- 
cations towards  us ;  when  they  see,  that  without 
gaining  us,  they  are  absolutely  bound  to  the  peace : 
for,  to  say  the  truth,  our  falling  at  any  time  into 
the  French  interests,  is  the  ready  way  to  a  war 
abroad,  wherein  it  may  be  we  shall  not  have  any 
present  share,  but  shall  pay  for  our  present  quiet 
with  dear  interest  of  the  utmost  danger  after  two 
or  three  years  time. 

Besides,  though  our  condition  is  ill  towards  the 
support  of  a  war,  it  is  the  most  imprudent  thing 
we  can  do  perhaps',  to  own  it,  if  we  intend  to  con- 
tinue any  commerce  abroad;  whereas,  looking  our 
just  debts,  both  to  our  neighbours  and  ourselves,' 
boldly  in  the  face,  will,  as  it  does  sometimes  with 
a  merchant,  hold  up  our  credit  so  high,  that  with- 
good  future  management,  and  the  strength  of  that, 
we  may  help  to  re-establish  our  estate ;  but  if  not. 
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nothing  can  keep  us  up  so  much,  as  being  closely 
Hnked  with  several  other  traders  of  better  stock, 
who  will  by  that  means  become  engaged  not  to  let 
us  sink.  And  in  case  of  action  to  succeed  such  a 
quadruple  alliance,  and  his  Majesty's  necessities 
keeping  him  from  furnishing  his  part  towards  the 
support  of  it,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  Spain 
and  Holland  would  not  do  their  utmost  towards 
his  supply,  rather  than  lose  his  assistance  and  leave 
him  under  the  temptation  of  falling  into  any  new 
measures  with  France. 

After  all  this,  I  think,  let  his  Majesty  make  what 
paces  he  pleases,  either  bold  or  tender,  in  the  way 
he  is  (for  I  cannot  think  of  a  change  in  that  with 
the  present  conjunctures)  I  know  nothing  will  be 
so  necessary,  with  the  foresight  either  of  peace  or 
war,  as  for  his  Majesty  not  to  be  found  the  next 
spring  without  any  money  in  his  treasury,  or  cre- 
dit to  raise  it  speedily  and  easily,  without  relying 
wholly  upon  his  parliament's  supplies,  by  any  iiew 
burdens  upon  the  body  of  the  people ;  for  that  can 
hardly  be  done  without  long  and  perhaps  cross  de- 
bates of  the  House,  which  lessen  his  Majesty's  cre- 
dit with  his  neighbours  whenever  they  happen, 
more  than  the  supplies  granted  can  raise  it :  and 
besides,  after  so  great  payments  as  the  kingdom 
has  continued  ever  since  his  Majesty's  restoration, 
especially  during  the  last  three  years,  though  joined 
with  the  great  diminution  of  money  and  trade  du- 
ring the  war ;  I  question  whether  any  thing  con- 
8idera;ble  can  be  raised  in  general  upon  the  peo- 
ple, without  some  reasonable  occasions  of  aversion 
and  complaints. 

But  nothing,  they  say,  is  more  the  part  of  a  weak 
unrderstanding,  and  unfit  for  business,  than  to  pro- 
pose and  enlarge  upon  inconveniencies,  without  so 
much  as  offering  remedies :  and  therefore  I  shall 
say,  that  first,  methinks,  two  proposals  which  have 
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been  already  a-fo.ot,  arp  very  considerable  towardu 
this  i^nd;  as  the  selling  c^  small  inconsiderable  quit* 
;ents,  where  the  sum  is  hardly  worth  the  charge 
^f  raiaing,  and  vet,  by  the  reason  of  the  trouble  to 
the  tenant  by  them,  they  will  yield  five  or  six,  if 
not  ten  ye^rs  purchase  more  than  greater  rents : 
if  this  counsel  be  tied  up  to  these  circumstances, 
I  think  it  very  advantageous,  and  as  prgudicial  if 
it  be  sufifered  to  go  beyond  them.  / 

Secondly,  the  selling  of  the  chimney-money 
would,  I  suppose,  be  easily  granted  by  the  p^rli^r 
ment  j  would  take  off  the  ta^^,  of  all  others  most 
distasteful  to  the  subjects,  and  if  sold  at  pretty 
easy  and  moderate  rates,  would  be  taken  kindly 
of  the  people,  purchased  readily^  and  yield  ^  very 
great  sum  J  and  the  most  equally  raised  that  any 
could  be,  sparing  no  man's  part,  and  holding  an 
equal  proportion  with  every  man's  estate:  only 
this  circumstance  should  be  in  it  to  make  it  easy, 
that  not  only  every  man  should  have  the  oflfer  and 
pre-emption  of  his  own;  but  if  upon  refusal  it 
should  be  sold  to  another  hand,  yet  it  shajl  be  free 
for  the  owner  to  buy  it  of  him  at  any  time  within 
^  certain  space,  as  of  two  or  three  years ;  and  th^ 
present  purchaser  to  be  content  with  the  profit  he 
shall  have  made  in  the  mean  time,  which  will  prpv^ 
a  great  interest  for  his  capital. 

Thirdly,  a  reducing  of  the  interest  which  the 
King  pays  from  ten  to  eight  in  the  hundred,  with 
which  the  bankers  may  very  well  be  contented, 
and  must  be,  I  suppose,  if  the  King  pleases,  and 
finds  a  course  to  make  them  see  their  security  can- 
not fail  them :  for  two  in  the  hundred  gain  is,  of 
all  reason,  enough  for  them  where  the  security  they 
i^ceive  is  as  good  aa  what  they  give,  as  it  is  in  thi^ 
case :  for  the  King's  security  to  the  banker  is  in 
eflfect  the  banker'fiL  security  to  his  private  creditt 
oT&i  and  whenever  one  fails,  the  other  must  Now 
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the  bankers  pay  but  six  in  the  hundred  at  most  for 
inland  money,  and  less  for  some :  and,  I  have  rea- 
son to  doubt,  a  very  great  trade  is  driven  with  them 
from  Holland  by  Dutch  merchants,  who  turn  their 
money  through  their  hands,  encouraged  by  the 
great  interest  they  gain  there  in  lieu  of  so  small 
here,  that  the  States  have  lately  refused  to  take 
the  value  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  of 
the  Duke  of  Lunenburg's  money  at  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  and  three  is  the  utmost  that  any  man 
makes.  And  if  the  King  by  granting  good  secu-i 
rity,  punctual  payments,  and  the  reputation  of  good 
order  in  his  revenue,  were  gottfen  into  credit,  I  do 
not  see  why  he  might  not  upon  occasion  take  up 
what  he  pleased  at  six  per  cent,  as  well  as  the  States 
do  here  at  two  and  a  naif. 

Fourthly,  to  enable  the  King  upon  any  occasion 
to  give  better  security,  I  know  nothing  would  do 
so  much,  as  if  the  parliament  could  he  disposed  to 
settle  the  customs  upon  him  for  one  year  after  his 
death,  as  they  are  already  for  his  life ;  but  that 
being  an  uncertain  term,  money  will  not  be  rea- 
dily, or  without  exaction  of  interest,  lent  upon  that 
which  may  fail  next  day :  and  yet  I  conceive  it  to 
be  the  largest  branch  of  the  revenue,  and  in  all 
other  points  the  most  certain. 

Fifthly,  if  any  thing  were  set  on  foot  in  parlia- 
ment towards  an  act  of  resumption  of  grants  of 
crown  lands  since  a  certain  time,  use  might  at  least 
be  made  of  it  towards  drawing  such  grantees  to  a 
voluntary  composition  of  holding  their  grants  at 
the  rent  of  a  fourth  or  fifth  part  of  the  real  value 
to  the  crown,  in  consideration  of  having  such  grants 
confirmed  by  act  of  parliament,  or  the  King's  en- 
gagement to  consent  to  nothing  to  their  prejudice, 
after  their  consent  to  such  a  rent  and  tenure. 

Sixthly,  a  view  may  be  made  at  least  of  what  has 
been  gained  by  any  grants  from  his  Majesty,  above 
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what  were  really  his  Majesty's  intentions  to  grant  r* 
as  where  the  King  intejided  to  give  five  hundred 
pounds  a-year,  and  perhaps  seven  or  eight,  or  a 
thousand  pounds  is  made  of  it ^  and  the  same  af 
sums  of  money  out  of  certain  benefits  granted  to- 
wards the  raising  them  ;  and  what  is  found  to  be 
,  beyond  the  intention  of  the  King's  grant  to  be  re- 
paid-r 

Many  smaller  particulars  might  perhaps  be 
thought  of,  all  which,  with  what  has  been  men- 
tioned, will  be  made  valuable  by  a  good  order  in 
the  management,  and  a  stanch  hand  in  grants  here- 
after, till  the  King  be  as  much  before-hand  as  he  i» 
behind-hand  now.     I  am,  my  Lord,  your,  &c* 

To  Mr.  *  Mountague^ 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  2,  N.  S.  1669. 

It  is  an  ill  sign  of  the  dulness  of  this  place,  that  I 
must  have  recourse  to  the  compliments  of  the  sea- 
son for  the  occasion  of  a  letter,  and  that  I  can  find 
very  little  to  say  from  hence  besides  wishing  your 
'  Lordship,  according  to  our  good  old  style,  a  merry 
Christmas.  The  Spaniards  have  not  yet  had  so 
much  good  nature  as  to  inake  ours  here  the  mer- 
rier, with  their  two  hundred  thousand  crowns :  I 
doubt  it  has  some  enchantment  or  other  upon  it ; 
and  is  not  to  be  delivered  but  in  some  fatal  hour, 
or  by  some  charmed  knight.  All  is  here  frozen 
up,  and  the  Bishop  of  Munster  may  march  if  he 
pleases ;  but  if  he  do,  as  has  been  so  much  talked,  . 
will  blow  his  fingers  unless  he  receives  very  great 
influences  from  your  warmer  climate ;  for  the  good 
pay  of  the  States  is  in  so  much  credit  among  their 
neighbours,  that  I  believe  they  will  not  want  what 
forces  they  shall  have  occasion  for,  besides  what 
they  have  a-foot. 

^  Afterwarcb  Duke  of  Montague. 
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I  should  be  venr  glad  to  hear  what  becomes  of 
my  Lord  and  Lady  of  Northumberland,  and  how 
long  they  intend  their  pilgrimage,  supposing  your 
Lordship  keeps  some  correspondence  with  them, 
of  which  I  am  out  of  the  way;  but  very  much  ioi 
that  of  being,  my  Lord,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  humble  servant 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  ]  8,  N.  S.  1669. 

The  Baron  d'Isola  arrived  here  yesterday ;  I  have 
this  afternoon  had  some  discourses  with  him  upon 
the  subject  of  his  journey,  which  he  professes  to 
be  a  desire  of  advancing  the  treaty  of  guaranty,  as 
a  thing  his  Master  has  more  interest  in  than  Spain 
itself,  which  will  be  better  able  to  subsist  after  the 
loss  of  Flanders  than  the  empire  can.  I  find  he 
came  with  hopes  of  eflFecting  much  by  his  eloquence 
and  great  parts,  and  by  making  others  see  more  of 
their  own  interests  than  they  were  willing  to  do. 
And  so  the  two  themes,  wherein  he  came  pro- 
vided, were  to  make  it  evident  that  France  would 
open  the  war  again  this  spring,  and  within  six 
weeks  attack  either  Burgundy  or  Luxemburgh ; 
and  on  the  other  side,  that  the  councils  of  Spain, 
as  they  are  now  composed,  if  they  saw  not  a  solid 
and  firm  assistance  from  their  neighbours,  would 
fall  into  the  easiest  way  of  ending  that  matter,  by 
giving  up  Flanders  upon  the  best  terms  they  could : 
that  uiey  were  as  a  sick  man,  that  would  not  or 
could  not  help  themselves,  and  were  so  to  be  dealt 
with  by  those  that  were  so  deeply  concerned  in 
their  loasy  as  these  States  in  particular  seem  to  be : 
and  that  after  the  disarming  of  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  which  France  had  now  resolved,  and  the  seiz- 
ing of  Burgundy,  which  would  be  their  next  work, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  a  war  in  what 
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remains  of  Flapders,  vhea'they  could  do  it  no 
longer  by  diversion,  after  these  two  inlets  into 
France  stopped  up.  From  this  we  fell  into  the 
story  of  the  Swedish  subsidies,  and  the  hardships 
put  upon  Spain  in  that  business ;  all  which  I  sup- 
pose your  Lordship  has  heard  a  dozen  times  al- 
ready, and  are  obvious  enough,  and  therefore  I 
shall  not  repeat  them,  not  remembering  any  thing 
new  in  that  discourse :  but  it  ended  with  Spain^s 
having  less  reason  to  pay  for  that  peace  than 
France,  since  the  guaranty  offered  would  be  equal 
to  both,  and  the  gain  of  the  war  had  been  all  on 
the  French  side :  that  for  his  part,  he  could  trust 
little  in  any  treaty  where  the  obligations  were  not 
reciprocal ;  and  when  the  guaranty  was  given,  he 
did  not  know  whether  these  States  would  not  be 
still  apt  to  sacrifice  any  new  conquests  France 
should  make,  to  any  unreasonable  peace,  provided 
the  danger  orrew  not  nearer  them  :  and  he  bad  the 
more  reioS  to  beHeve  it,  by  a  re«>lutio„  he  ^ 
assured  of,  among  the  States  of  Holland,  to  treat 
with  France  about  diverting  their  attempts  upon 
Flanders  in  case  of  the  King  of  Spain's  death,  and 
leaving  all  the  rest  of  that  monarchy  open  to  his 
pretensions. 

This  was  the  substance  of  his  first  discourse : 
upon  which  I  told  him,  that  the  friendliest  office  I 
could  do  him  at  his  arrival  was,  to  tell  him  what 
men  and  what  resolutions  he  would  find  here,  to 
the  end  he  might  not  lose  his  paces  by  their  being 
at  first  ill  directed.  That,  for  their  own  interest 
in  the  preservation  of  Flanders,  they  thought 
they  understood  it  as  well  as  any  other  of  their 
neighbours,  and  needed  no  new  lights  in  that  pro- 
spect, nor  new  motions,  to  engage  in  its  defence, 
if  they  might  hope  to  succeed:  that  this  de- 
pended upon  Spain's  good  conduct  and  {provisions 
m  Flanders,  and  upon  their  satisfying  Sweden. 
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ThAt  iHthout  Sweden's  engagement,  fetdlland  coiiM 
do  nothing  cohsiderable  in  theit  defence,  lying 
opeii  to  the  French  on  one  side,  and  the  Bishdt) 
or  Munster  on  the  other  j  and  without  Hollincf, 
he  might  assure  himself  the  King  would  never  in- 
terest himself  in  theif*  quarrel,  but  seek  his  nieat- 
fiures  sc^me  way  else :  so  that  the  strength  of  their 
whole  assistance  depended  updn  the  engaging  of 
Sweden,  and  that  upon  payment  of  the  subsidies. 
That  I  would  tell  him  freely,  I  thought  Holland 
might  be  induced  to  give  a  gerieral  guaranty,  dc- 
cording  to  the  Article  of  the  treaty  at  Aii.  That 
if  his  Majesty  and  Sweden  would  be  induced  to 
join  with  them  ih  it,  I  thought  it  was  the  cheapest 
bargain  that  ever  anjr  ctown  had  made.  That  I 
believed  a  guaratity,  without  reciprocal  engage- 
ments, more  to  their  advantage,  ahd  less  to  ours, 
thsln  a  defensive  league,  which  they  so  much  de- 
sired :  but  yet  the  conjuncture  Was  such,  and  th6 
respects  that  entered  into  it,  as  I  could  assure  him 
he  would  fail  in  the  pursuit  of  the  last ;  atnd,  I 
believed,  might  succeed,  if  he  wottld  coiitent  him- 
self with  the  other.  That,  if  nothing  else  Were  ih 
the  way,  there  was  not  time  left  for  it,  and  there- 
fore I  would  advise  him  to  loie  none  about  it. 
That,  for  what  should  happen  after  the  King  of 
Spain's  death,  I  Was  cotifident  neither  the  King 
hot  the  States  wotild  entet  into  it,  but  leave  those 
considerations  to  the  season  in  which  they  should 
arise.  That  if  Spain  was  resolved  to  destroy  them- 
selves,  that  was  a  thing  beyotid  all  our  prevention 
or  remedy,  and  so  only  to  be  bemoaned,  and  no 
more  to  be  thought  on :  if  they  would  be  pre- 
served, they  ktiefw  the  price,  which  is,  the  Swedish 
Subsidies,  and  could  be^t  tell  whether  it  wire  worth 
Jt  or  no. 

This  I  thottgfht  was  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
a  persoh  that  had  mere  iHt  a  gfeat  deal  than  I, 
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and  so  woidd  be  sure  to  have  the  better  in  argu- 
ment :  and  besides,  I  thought  it  fittest  for  a  busi- 
ness which  it  is  necessary  to  bring  to  some  short 
issue ;  and  the  Baron  seemed  not  to  resent  it  ill, 
and  said,  Well,  if  you  are  certain  the  Dutch  will 
not  be  brought  to  a  league  with  us,  we  must  think 
of  what  we  can  have,  and  not  what  we  cannot ; 
and  all  that  remained  to  be  done  was,  to  draw  up 
the  form  of  a  guaranty,  and  send  it  to  the  con- 
stable, and  let  hitn  know  that,  upon  satisfaction  of 
the  Swedish  subsidies,  that  should  be  ready  for  hira, 
and  without  it  we  had  no  more  to  say.  I  told  him 
I  thought  he  was  in  the  right  way,  and  hoped  he 
would  succeed  in  it,  and  assured  him  of  our  en- 
deavours to  draw  Sweden  to  the  same  measures, 
and  persuade  them,  if  need  were,  to  some  little 
ease  in  the  terms  of  payment.  He  asked  me,  in 
case  the  subsidies  were  not  paid,  and  the  guaranty 
given,  and  France  should  next  March  attack  Bur- 
gundy or  Luxemburg,  what  I  thought  we  would 
do  ?  I  told  him  I  was  ever  to  think  that  the  King 
and  his  Allies  would  do,  upon  all  occasions,  what 
they  had  engaged.  He  would  have  had  me  join 
with  him  in  drawing  up  an  instrument  of  guaranty : 
but  I,  that  had  a  mind  to  excuse  myself,  at  least 
till  I  received  my  instruction,  advised  him  to  pro- 
pose it  to  Monsieur  de  Witt,  with  whom  he  nad 
an  hour  assigned  upon  our  parting.  And.  so  our 
first  conference  ended.    I  am,  my  Lord,  your,  &c, 

r 

To  my  Lord  Keejper. 

* 

My  Lord,  Hague,  April  24,  N.  S.  1669. 

Upon  a  late  conversation  with  Monsieur  de  Witt, 
though  I  had  some  reason  to  be  surprised,  yet  I 
think  I  had  none  to  take  any  notice  of  it  j  but  I 
am  very  sure  I  can  have  no  reason  for  doing  it  to 
any  other  person  but  to  your  Lordship,  of  whose 
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£riefidship  I  have  had  so  many  testimonies,  and 
with  whom  I  have  lived  in  so  much  confidence  ever 
since  our  first  acquaintance.  The  present  subject 
is  so  delicate,  that  I  can  hardly  tell  how  to  touch 
it  myself,  or  to  trust  it  in  any  other  hands  but  your 
Lordship's,  who  will  better  judge  whether  any  use 
may  be  made  of  it,  and  I  am  sure  will  make  no  ill 
one ;  nor  do  I  expect  there  can  be  other,  than  to 
gain  some  light  in  a  matter  wherein  I  am  wholly 
ignorant,  and  perhaps  your  Lordship  may  not  have 
been  curious  enough  to  observe  so  near,  and  whiqh 
it  is  yet  very  necessary  for  us  both  to  be  as  well 
informed  as  we  can. 

Monsieur  de  Witt  came  to  me,  as  he  said,  upon 
a  particular  visit ;  and  as  a  friend,  not  a  Minister : 
but  the  occasion  of  it  at  present,  he  would  confess, 
was^  to  acquaint  me  with  a  conversation  he  had 
lately  had  with  Monsieur  Pufiendorff,  a  Swedish 
agent,  who  passed  this  way  from  Paris  to  his  own 
country  j  that  he  had  been  some  time  at  the  French 
court  since  our  measures  taken  by  the  triple  alli- 
ance, and  the  negotiations  set  on  foot  with  the 
Spaniards  in  consequence  of  them.  That  the  Mi- 
nisters in  France  had  taken  much  pains  to  per- 
suade him  that  Sweden  would  find  their  account 
very,  ill  in  pursuing  those  measures;  that  Spain 
would  fail  them  in  what  was  pretended  from  them ; 
and  that  Holland  alone  would  not  be  able  to  sup- 
port them,  or  the  measures  they  had  rashly  taken : 
and  to  make  this  good,  the  Ministers  there  had  at 
length  told  him  (but  as  a  secret  only  for  the  ser- 
vice and  information  of  the  court  of  Sweden),  that 
England  would  certainly  fail  them,  and  was  already 
changed  in  the  course  of  all  those  counsels  they 
had  taken  with  Holland  and  Sweden,  though  they 
did  not  think  fit  to  let  any  thing  of  it  appear ;  and 
the  secret  was  yet  in  very  few  hands,  either  in  the 
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French  or  the  English  court.  That  whefi  thifc 
agent  seemed  incredulous  of  all  this  story,  and  t6 
suspect  that  it  was  artificial,  and  only  intended  td 
give  an  umbrage  or  false  light  to  the  court  of  Swe- 
den, and  thereby  help  them  to  make  the  first  false 
Step,  Monsieur  Turenne  at  last  shewed  him  a  letter 
from  Monsieur  Colbert  their  Ambassador,  wherein 
he  gave  an  account  of  the  happy  successes  he  had 
inet  with  in  his  negotiations  at  our  court,  of  the 
good  dispositions  there,  and  especially  those  of 
some  of  our  chief  Ministers ;  upon  which  he  added 
these  words,  *  Et  je  leur  ay  enfin  fait  sentir  tout 
Vetendue  de  la  Uberalite  de  sa  Majesty. 

Here  Monsieur  de  Witt  stopped  as  if  he  h^d  no 
more  to  say,  and  with  a  very  eqiial  countenance ; 
though  I  found  he  had  observed  mine  mote  nar- 
rowly all  the  while  he  was  talking,  as  well  as  when 
he  ended.  For  my  part,  though  I  thought  the 
story  and  the  circumstances  very  odd,  and  knew 
not  what  to  make  of  it,  yet  I  believe  I  looked  in- 
nocent, and  thereby  as  unconcerned  as  he  did*  I 
told  him  I  had  reason  to  be  surprised  at  what  he 
had  said,  but  did  not  know  whether  We  had  either 
of  us  any  to  put  much  weight  or  draw  any  grestt 
consequence  from  all  this  story :  that  there  might 
be  artifice  in  it  on  several  hands,  and  some  6f  those 
it  had  passed  through  might  deceive,  and  others 
be  deceived ;  that  there  might  be  mistake  in  men's 
apprehensions  of  what  passed  in  talk,  and  the  re- 
lations too:  that  Monsieur  Colbert  might  say  a 
great  deal  to  value  his  services  to  his  court,  and 
more  than  he  thought  himself:  that  the  St^edish 
agent  might  be  made  partial  in  France  ta  their 
interests,  and  wish  his  Crown  still  in  them,  as  most 
beneficial  to  the  Ministers^  that  were  so  engaged : 

*  And  I  have  at  last  made  them  sensible  of  the  tiohole  extent  qf 
his  Majesties  liberality. 
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diat  it  was  at  least  artifi<;ial  in  the  French  Court  to 
employ  Monsieur  Turenne  to  give  this  notice  to 
the  Swedish  agent,  and  shew  him  Monsieur  Col- 
berths  letter,  which  had  been  more  proper  for  a 
Secretary  of  State ;  but  that  it  was  likely  Monrieur 
Turenne*s  shewing  it  and  believing  it  would  have 
more  credit  and  more  effect  in  the  Court  of  Swcf- 
den.  That  farther  than  this  I  had  nothing  to  ^ay 
upon  it,  besides  protesting  to  him  upon  my  honour 
and  trutt  that  I  knew  nothing  of  it,  nor  had  I 
reason,  by  any  thing  I  heard  from  England^  to 
suspect  any  more  than  I  knew.  That  I  had  told 
him,  upon  the  negotiation  of  our  last  alliance  and 
his  suspicions  of  our  inconstancy  in  England,  what 
I  truly  thought  of  the  dispositions  and  intentions 
both  of  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers:  that  I  knew, 
and  all  men  confessed,  their  interests  were  so  deep 
in  it,  as  well  as  the  humour  of  the  whole  kingdom, 
that  it  was  hard  to  think  I  could  be  deceived. 
That,  however,  I  could  answer  for  no  man  but 
myself,  and  that  I  would ;  that  if  ever  these  mea- 
sures were  broken,  it  shoiild  not  be  by  me  j  nor 
would  I  ever  have  any  part  in  destroying  what  I 
bad  the  honour  of  building,  so  much  for  the  safety, 
as  I  conceived,  of  both  our  nations  and  the  rest  of 
Christendom,  and  with  so^much  glory  and  apt- 
plause  to  his  Majesty's  counsels  upon  that  occa- 
sion. That  I  was  still  of  the  same  mind,  and  had 
no  more  to  say. 

Monsieur  de  Witt  smiled,  and  said,  what  he  had 
told  me  was  but  as  a  friend  and  in  conversation  ; 
and  left  me  to  make  what  use  I  pleased  of  it,  or 
none  if  I  thought  fit,  without  drawing  it  into  far- 
ther consequence :  that  he  had  been  very  suspi- 
cious when  he  first  entered  into  the  Ministry,  but 
had  been  so  often  deceived  by  it,  that  he  had 
cured  himself  of  that  quality*  That  he  knew  very 
well  it  had  been  said  among  some  foreign  Mini- 
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sters  here  some  months  since*  ^QM^ilfaut  avouer 
qu*il  y  aeu  pour  netffmois  du  plus  grand  mmistere 
du  monde  en  Angleierre  ;  as  if  they  believed  some 
change  had  befallen  our  counsels  before  the  last 
year  ended.     That  for  his  part,  who  went  to  the 
substantial  as  near  as  he  could,  and  the  plainest 
way,  he  had  made  but  one  reflection,  and  kept  that 
as  much  as  he  could  to  himself:  which  was,  that 
after  my  embassy  hither  had  been  resolved  in  Eng^ 
land,  to  support  and  improve  the  ends  of  our  last 
alliances,  and  to  engage  the  Emperor  and  chief 
Princes  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  Spain,  in  the  sup* 
port  of  them,  he  could  not  but  wonder  to  find  me 
engaged  of  late  by  my  orders  from  Court  so  warmly 
in  a  chicane  about  such  a  trifle  as  that  of  Surinam, 
and  in  so  many  eager  disputes  about  the  preten- 
sions of  our  East  India  Company,  which  were  fitter 
for  merchants  than  for  Ministers,  and  looked  as 
if  we  had  them  more  at  heart  than  the  pursuit  of 
those  public  interests  that  were  thought  so  neces- 
sary for  Christendom  at  my  first  coming  over :  but 
after  all,  for  his  part  he  would  go  on  constantly 
upon  the  foot  of  our  last  alliance,  as  the  best  ground 
of  our  common  safety  j  and  believed  the  States 
would  do  so  too,  till  his  Majesty  or  his  Ministers 
should  let  them  plainly  see  he  had  changed  his 
measures.     And  witK  this,  rising  up,  he  seemed 
not  to  expect  any  answer,  but  to  go  away  in  very 
good  humour :  and  I  was  not  very  desirous  to  draw 
our  discourse  into  more  length,  and  so  it  ended. 

It  is  time  this  letter  should  do  so  too,  which  I 
desire  your  Lordship  will  bum  when  you  have 
read  it ;  and  to  forget  it,  if  you  find  no  occasion 
to  think  farther  of  it ;  and  then  I  shall  endeavour 
to  do  so  too.  I  am  sure  it  should  never  have  be- 
gun, if  it  were  not  to  end  with  the  professions  of 

♦  That  it  must  he  confessed^  there  has  been  for  nine  months  ih^ 
greatest  Ministry  in  the  xioorldin  England. 
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that  truth  and  passion  wherewith  I  am,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful  and  most  humble 
servant. 

To  my  Lord  Cavendish. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  18,  N.  S.  1669. 

Though  I  had  much  rather  make  your  Lordship 
my  compliments  upon  some  better  fortunes,  and 
upon  your  health,  rather  than  your  dangers ;  yet 
I  could  not  omit  doing  it  at  this  time,  upon  so  ho- 
nourable a  part  as  all  men  allow  you  to  have  had 
in  your  late  adventure  at  Paris  j  which  I  do  not 
only  as  a  private  person  and  servant  of  your  Lord- 
ship's, who  wishes  you  all  increase  of  honour  that 
may  not  be  bought  too  dear ;  but  withal  as  a  public 
Minister,  who  ought  ever  to  consider  above  aU 
things  the  honour  of  our  nation,  and  knows  that 
the  complexion  of  it  in  time  of  peace  is  very  much 
either  mended  or  spoiled  in  the  eyes  of  strangers, 
by  the  actions  and  carriage  of  particular  persons 
abroad,  I  can  assure  your  Lordship,  all  that  can 
be  said  to  your  advantage  upon  this  occasion  is 
the  common  discourse  here ;  and  not  disputed  by 
the  French  themselves ;  who  say,  you  have  been 
as  generous  in  excusing  your  enemies  as  brave  in 
defending  yourself:  the  Dutch  will  have  it,  that 
you  have  been  the  first  in  excess ;  and  say,  that 
such  a  thing,  as  seven  or  eight  falling  upon  one, 
would  never  have  been  done  in  any  other  place 
but  France,  nor  suffered  neither  by  the  rest  of  the 
company.  However,  I  am  of  opinion,  if  excess 
may  be  allowed  in  any  part,  it  is  in  that;  and 
therefore  rejoice  with  you  in  the  honour  of  both, 
and  with  myself  in  that  of  my  beinff,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
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To  mji  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  •  •  • .  1669. 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  of  July  the 
ninth,  and  have  but  too  much  reason  to  agree  with 
you  in  despairing  to  see  this  matter  of  the  marine 
article  to  be  brought  to  any  fair  conclusion,  about 
which  I  writ  at  large  by  last  post  to  Sir  John  Tre- 
vor ;  and  will  tell  your  Lordship  more  in  private, 
that  I  very  much  fear  our  East-India  merchants 
have  some  farther  meaning  in  it,  than  yet  we  un- 
derstand,, and  than  they  desire  we  should.  For 
having  had  this  whole  business  run  through  my 
head  with  more  thought  and  application  than  ever 
any  other  did  before,  I  could  not  but  observe  many 
several  inequalities  in  their  proceedings,  and  make 
some  reflections  upon  them. 

As  first,  that  it  began  immediately  upon  the 
finishing  our  alliances  with  the  Dutch ;  m  which 
none  could  detract  in  the  least  from  the  glory 
abroad,  and  popular  applause  at  home,  of  the 
King's  counsels,  but  by  declaiming  against  thia 
marine  treaty,  though  at  first  it  was  only  upon  the 
inequality  or  the  passports :  when  that  point  was 
easily  accorded  by  Monsieur  de  Witt,  our  mer- 
chants added  another,  about  the  definition  of  a  be^ 
sieged  place y  which  was  all  their  exceptions  against 
the  treaty  itself  could  amount  to :  but  when  there 
were  some  hopes  given  by  Monsieur  de  Witt  in 
his  letters  to  me,  that  this  likewise  might  be  sur- 
mounted, they  added  several  other  articles,  un- 
touched in  the  marine  treaty :  and  when  they  saw 
all  were  like  to  be  gained  here,  but  that  one  of  a 
free  trade  with  people  not  in  subjection,  and  of 
passing  forts  (which  Sir  George  Downing  had 
found  here  was  an  invincible  point)  they  then  de- 
clared, that  without  this  all  the  rest  were  worth 
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i)od)iflg ;  and  upon  this  said.  They  have  left  our 
treaty  a-ground  now  for  about  eight  months  past. 
When  w^  begun  first  to  struggle  out  of  it,  they 
9£(id,  they  only  aimed  at  preventing  some  innova-* 
tions,  which  had  been  of  late  years  practised  by 
tbe  Dutch,  against  tb^  ancient  usages  in  those 
pwrts,  and  many  others  of  the  same  kind,  which 
they  had  reason  to  fear:  whereupon  the  Dutch 
desire4  the  particuljar  instances  of  what  they  either 
had  felt,  or  thought  they  h^d  occasion  to  fear,  that 
so  they  might  redress  us  in  particular,  and  under- 
stand us  in  general :  our  merchants  instanced  in 
Cochin  and  Cg^nanor,  and  I  think  one  other  place» 
which  Monsieur  de  Witt  said  was  not  at  all  to  the 
case,  but  tp  another,  provided  for  by  the  defining 
of  a  besieged  place :  so  tha-t  I  was  forced  by  them 
here,  to  pre^s  still  fpr  instances  by  several  letters, 
till  the  meri^h^ts  at  last  sent  a  long  angry  paper, 
with  very  many  recapitulations  of  things  past,  and 
which  the  Dut<jh  said  had  been  debated  and  agreed 
in  former  treaties ;  and  therefore  still  desired  to 
know,  which  of  the  particulars  named,  we  thought 
applicable  tP  the  present  question.  Upon  which 
I  received  answer,  that  the  practice  of  the  Dutch, 
sigainst  which  they  desired  to  provide,  was  but  be- 
ginning ;  that  they  could  not,  or  that  it  was  to  no 
purpose,  to  give  particular  instances,  their  appro- 
h^O^ions  being  general,  pf  what  the  Dutch  intend- 
ed to  impose  upon  us :  and  that,  in  short,  what  we 
desired,  ws^s  for  prevention  rather  than  remedy ; 
which,  they  said,  made  it  much  harder  in  the  Dutch 
to  deny  us. 

After  this  Mpnsieur  de  Witt  and  I  concerted  an 
article  between  us,  to  propose  to  our  principals  on 
either  side,  g^nd  which  I  confess  I  thought  com-* 
preh^ded  our  meaning,  as  1  understood  it  by  the 
l^tt^rs  I  received  from  your  Lordship,  and  the 
Kisg's  other  Ministers  j  which  though  it  was  im- 
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mediately  refused  at  Amsterdam,  as  liable  to  the 
kiterpretations  they  so  much  feared,  yet  was  like- 
wise rejected  by  our  merchants  too,  and  another 
sent  over,  yet  stronger  than  the  first,  in  those  parts 
wherein  the  Dutch  were  most  sensible;  though 
your  Lordship  seemed  to  think,  the  article  I  had 
transmitted  would  reach  our  aim  till  you  proposed 
it  to  them. 

Upon  the  new  debates  we  engaged  in,  arrives 
the  news  of  what  we  had  suffered  at  Macassar ; 
which  our  merchants  made  to  be  a  formidable  in- 
stance in  the  business  depending,  and  of  fer  more 
consequence  than  all  they  apprehended  by  Dutch 
forts  and  passes ;  and  therefore  immediately  pre- 
sented the  King  with  their  demand  of  restitution, 
together  with  some  other  particulars  which  we 
were  fain  to  disown  immediately,  as  against  an 
express  article  of  the  treaty  at  Breda :  and  I  had 
the  blame  of  proposing  all  their  demands  to  the 
Dutch,  though  the  paper  of  them  was  sent  to  me 
without  any  distinction. 

So  soon  as  the  point  of  Macassar  was  yielded  us, 
which  I  thought  would  prove  the  most  difficult  of 
any,  as  of  most  importance,  and  was,  I  am  sure, 
for  a  great  while  the  most  contested ;  and  after 
the  project  of  a  general  article  was  gained  from 
the  Dutch  (against  all  their  former  resolutions) 
which  was  grounded  upon  these  two  points,  that 
we  desire  no  innovations,  and  will  make  no  parti- 
cular instances  or  complaints,  in  which  they  have 
ever  offered  us  redress :  our  merchants  seeing  the 
matter  draw  near  a  fair  issue.  How  seem  resolved 
to  end  all  with  these  two  answers:  that  their  re- 
stitution to  Macassar  (as  Sir  John  Trevor  writes) 
will  be  too  dear  bought  by  such  an  article  as  shall 
confirm  upon  us  all  the  injuries  we  have  complained 
of  by  forts,  and  passes,  and  treaties  too ;  whiereas 
the  article  as  it  is  proposed  by  the  Dutch  (how- 
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%ver  defective)  does  not  extend  to  any  treaties  to 
come>  but  only  to  the  past ;  nor  do  the  Dtttch  de- 
sire  to  sell  us  Macassar  at  the  price  of  a,ny  Such 
article ;  but  had  much  rather  restore  it  to  us  upon 
concluding  the  treaty,  without  any  such  article  at 
all :  nor  do  I  know  yet  of  the  injuries  in  particular 
we  have  already  complained  of,  either  by  forts, 
passes,  or  treaties,  besides  this  of  Macassar ;  but 
contrary  have  always  been  told,  what  we  desired 
was  rather  for  prevention  than  remedy.  But  next 
they  say  (as  your  Lordship  tells  me)  they  bad  ra- 
ther be  left  as  they  are,  with  their  pretensions  fair 
and  entire^  than  have  them  blasted  for  ever  with  a 
bad  conclusion :  whereas  no  conclusion  they  now 
make,  upon  what  we  have  gained,  and  the  redress 
of  whatth^y  complained  of  in  the  marine  treaty 
(though  without  this  contested  article)  but  will 
leave  them  and  their  pretensions  in  the  same  con- 
dition they  were  before :  the  same  liberty  still  re- 
maining upon  the  last  article  of  the  marine  treaty, 
to  appoint  commissioners,  and  alter  or  add  any 
thing,  when  both  parties  shall  agree ;  and  will  be 
but  like  taking  so  much  by  advance,  upon  account 
of  a  greater  debt.  So  that  I  am  apt  to  conclude, 
from  all  these  observations,  that  they  who  influ- 
ence our  merchants  in  this  prosecution,  either  have 
no  meaning  this  treaty  should  end  fairly,  and  so 
they  put  it  obstinately  upon  that  single  point,  and 
in  that  form  which  they  know  will  never  be  grant- 
ed;  or  else  they  aim  at  gaining  an  occasion  of 
raising  new  disputes  with  the  Dutch,  whenever 
they  find  a  conjuncture  for  it ;  there  seeming  some 
reason  for  the  Dutch  opinion,  that  agreeing  upon 
an  article  as  ours  propose  it,  we  may  fall  into  new 
contests  upon  the  extent  and  interpretation  of  it 
whenever  we  please.  If  this  last  end  be  in  the 
bottom  of  this  business,  and  it  be  taken  up  or 
countenanced  by  his  Majesty  or  his  Minister^ 

VOL.  II.  £ 
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upoq  reason  of  state,  and  we  make  pur  provisions, 

and  tak^  all  our  measures  accordingly ;  for  giugbt 

I  ki^pw  it  ist  a'Mrise,  and  may  porave  an  honourable 

opun^^l  in  t\m^9  at  least  if  the  present  state  of  af** 

fairs  in  Chnstendom  ihould  phange  by  any  sudden 

or  une:!(pect^d  revolution.    But  if  our  merchants, 

or  thpse  who.  influ^ce  them  in  this  matter,  mean 

np  $u^h  thing  as.  a  conclusion  of  the  treaty ;  but 

only  by  the  pepeuding  of  such  disputes  to  leave 

9fiL  unkindnes^  wd  weakness  in  our  alliance,  which 

m£^  in  time  s][iake  the  foundations  of  it,  and  make 

way  fpr  new  measures  on  o^e  side  or  other,  which 

will  in  tin^  pf  pv^  destructive  to  both ;  I  cannot 

but  interpiret  this,  as  the  efifect  of  their  distaste  oj? 

^nvy  at  the  King's  present  Ministry,  and  the  course 

of  his  cpunse]^,  which  have  not  gained  greater  ho* 

Qpur  aJ;>Toad^  nor  perhaps  safety  and  good-will  at 

hpme,  by  any  thing  than  by  our  late  alliances  so 

];enowned  here,  and  thereby  the  stop  we  have  given 

tp  the  progress  of  the.  French  greatness.    And 

therefore  it  must  come  from  the  influence  of  spme^ 

wl^Q.  woibild  be  glad  to  see  iu>t  only  our  alliance 

abaken  or  changed  abroad^  but  our  Mimistry  sA 

home  too.;  which  I  shall  be  sorry  to-  see,  tilj  the 

King  can,  find  better  hands  for  himself  and  the 

Hingdpm  to.  place  it  in :  and  whenever  that  hsap* 

pei^,  as.  much  a&  I  am  your  Locdship'E  servant,  I 

^faall  be  yery  well  contented,  and  so^  I  dare  say 

will  ypu,  too.     If  youx  Lordship  should^  imagine 

any  partii::ular  envy  oc  pique  at  mije  or  my  empbxy* 

Qient  here  may  have,  contributed:  to  the  diffipulties 

which  have  suK^ceed^di  in  this,  business ;  and  that 

<mr  merchants,  or  those,  that  influence  them,  be« 

Ueve  it 'would  thrive  better  ins  any  ol^erhand,  I 

wiU*beg  of  you  not  to  be  swayed  by  considerations 

of  kindnesa  to-  me' in  a  matter  of  public  ooncenti- 

ment ;  nor  to  fear,  that  wh^^iever  this '  employment 

falls  you  shall  bo  troubled  with  me  at  home,  as 
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*edt  Ministers  ilsfe  to  b6  witli  itieh  out  of  oflSbe : 
fbr  while  the  Kiiig*g  business  goes  well,  it  is  riot 
two  straws  matter  whether  such  a  body  as  1  hav^ 
any  share  in  it  or  rid. 

And  there  is  an  erid  of  all  the  reflections  I  hav^ 
had  updn  the^riiost  troublesome  and  untowafa 
business  that,.  I  thanfc  God,  I  ever  had  iri  riiy  life> 
or,  I  hope,  shall  ever  have  again :  arid  perhaps  I 
am  mistaken  in  them*  all.  However,  if  your 
Lordship  can  pardon  this,  you  shall  be  sure  riot  io 
he  troubled  in  haste  with  any  riiore  of  it  from,  m^ 
Lord,  yours,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

iiy  Lord,  .  Hague,  Aug.  7,  N.  S.  f66Sl; 

I  WAS  very  glad  to  find  your  Lordship,  in  yoiir 
Fast,  upori  youi*  journey  into  the  country,  because 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  exercise  or  diver- 
sions you  usually  allow  yourself,  are  what  your 
health  requires,  arid  what  your  cares  smd  troubles 
deserve.  I  am.  sure,  in  the  prospect  X  have  of 
them,  I  am  so  far  from  envying  them  with  all  their 
gay  circumstances,  that  I  thirik  your  Lordship  has 
a  very  hard  bargain  of  them  altogether ;  liriless  it' 
be  one  day  riiade  up  io  you  by  the  ^lory  arid  satis- 
faction of  some  great  success  in  the  pursuit  you 
intend  of  his  Majesty's  and  the  kirigdom's  horiour, 
safety,  and  happiness  j  which  I  doubt  will  need 
sonie  stronger  counsels  than  men  seem  at  present 
disposed  to :  but  this  is  none  of  riiy  business. 

I  canriot  give  your  Lordship  any  account  of  what 
you  say  is  made  a  great  matter  of  by  somebody  to 
a  private  hand,  about  the  difficulties  intended  by 
Spain  in  the  two  last  Swedish  payments,  with  de- 
sign of  inaking  new  demands :  I  am  only  in  pain 
ait  present  to  see  the  first  payment  finished,  which 
is  not  yet  arrived,  but  expected  by  the  first  courier. 

£  2 
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When  that  is  done,  and  the  guaranty  delivered  by 
Sweden,  as  well  as  us  and  Holland,  I  shall  be  in 
no  great  fear  besides  that  of  the  Spanish  King's 
death,  or  of  Spain  falling  into  some  agreement  or 
other  with  France  for  the  exchange  of  Flanders, 
by  seeing  so  great  a  war  still  entailed  upon  it,  and 
their  neighbours  unwilling  to  share  so  far  in  their 
dangers,  as  perhaps  it  were  our  and  the  Dutch  in- 
terest to  do.  I  am  sure  in  the  present  posture  of 
that  monarchy,  if  I  were  of  their  council,  I  should 
be  of  advice  to  do  it  whenever  France  would  be 
content  upon  it  to  quit  all  pretence  to  the  rest  of 
the  Spanish  dominions :  and  perhaps  it  were  wise 
for  France  to  get  Flanders  by  that  or  any  other 
quiet  condition:  for  within  two  years  after  he  were 
well  possessed  of  that  little  spot  of  ground^  I  doubt 
no  Prince  or  State  in  Christendom  would  pretend 
to  dispute  any  more  with  him  then,  than  the  Spa- 
niard does  now.  But  these  are  events  to  be  con- 
sidered by  men  in  greater  spheres  than  I  am,  and 
perhaps  deserve  to  be  a  little  more  thought  on 
than  they  are. 

I  have  received  and  returned  a  visit  with  the 
French  Ambassador ;  so  that  we  are  upon  as  good 
terms  as  can  be.  My  Lord  Culpepper  passed  thiy 
way  last  week ;  and  upon  that  occasion  I  cannot 
but  desire  your  Lordship  to  let  me  know  more  par- 
ticularly from  you,  how  I  am  to  treat  any  English 
Lord  as  to  the  hand  and  door  in  my  own  house : 
for  though  the  French  example  is  given  me,  as  to 
all  public  Ministers,  yet  there  is  nothing  specified 
as  to  other  persons ;  and  if  I  am  to  follow  it  in  this^^ 
and  other  particulars,  I  desire  to  have  something, 
from  his  M^esty*s  positive  commands  to  bear  me 
out,  as  the  French  Ambassadors  have,  and  as  me* 
thinks  the  case  deserves :  since  I  am  told,  the  in- 
novation began  in  Monsieur  Cominges's  time  in 
England,  and  that,  before  the  orders  he  received, 
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in  it,  he  gave  the  hand  to  all  gentlemen  of  quality 
in  England,  and  to  all  persons  of  great  quality  or 
families,  though  of  his  own  nation :  and  that  my 
Lord  St.  Albans  ever  gave  it  to  all  English  Lords 
while  he  was  Ambassador  at  Paris :  though  it  seems 
my  Lord  Holies  changed  it  upon  the  French  Am- 
bassador's doing  so  in  England. 

1  know  not  what  my  father  said  to  your  Lord- 
«hip  concerning  the  trifle  you  mention  in  the  end 
of  your  letter :  and  I  am  sure  you  might  very  well 
have  spared  yourself  the  trouble  of  taking  notice 
of  it ;  as  I  may  do  of  giving  your  Lordship  any 
farther  assurances  of  what  will  never  fail  you ; 
which  is  the  hearty  passion  and  truth  wherewith  I 
am  and  ever  shall  be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's, 
&c. 

To  Sir  Charles  Wolsely, 

Sir,  Hague,  Aug.  10,  N.  S.  1669. 

I  RECEIVED  some  time  since  the  favour  of  a  letter 
from  you  of  May  9th ;  but  hearing  by  your  son 
that  you  had  soon  after  left  the  town,  and  finding 
how  ill  fortune  one  of  mine  had  met  with  in  lying 
five  or  six  months  before  it  came  to  your  hands,  I 
omitted  the  acknowledging  yours  till  I  might  pre- 
sume on  finding  you  sooner  by  my  father's  con- 
veyance, to  whose  care  I  have  committed  this, 
upon  information  of  his  journey  by  your  house  into 
Ireland.  Were  it  not  for  acquitting  my  debt,  and 
assuring  you  of  your  son's  health,  and  welcome 
here  while  it  may  be  any  ease  to  you  or  improve- 
ment to  him,  I  should  have  little  to  bear  me  out  in 
giving  you  this  trouble :  for  the  return  of  your  com- 
pliments would  but  multiply  them  between  us;  and 
that  is  a  sort  of  exercise  in  which  I  am  soon  out  of 
breath,  as  having  but  a  small  stock  of  those  more 
refined  imaginMions  which  are  required  to  make 
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up  any  gr^at  abiliti^^  irj  that  kind.  Therefore  I 
^hall  end  an  empty  ill  letter  as  soon  as  I  can ;  but 
pot  without  the  profe^ons  of  xay  beiflg,  Sjir,  your 
npip^t  humW?  servant. 


Tq  the  Sj^anish  Ambassador.       A  P A9iba89a,deur  ^'f^fpagne. 


Hague,  Aug.  13, 
My  Lord,  iJ.  S.  1669. 

I  WAS  in  hojp^»  %h^  bSslij^  ixotw 
uuder  debate  could  have  met 
with  no  reply  to  what  I  writ 
yesterday  to  your  Excellency : 
put  having  observed  the  con- 
tf^y  by  yours  of  this  evening, 
1  Bpx,  obliged  to  i^y,  that  I 
thoug^it,  upon  our  last  confer- 
ence, 1  had  left  yoiir  Excel- 
lency entirely  persuaded,  that 
the  Constable  was  in  the  wrong 
to  raise  a  difficulty  about  the 
first  payment  upon  the  concert 
pi;9P9^e^  because  th^re  was  no 
mention  of  it  in  the  act  signed 
^y  yPM^  S3U^e]^e]^9y.     I  shall 
aay,  fW'ti^eif,  i^at  you  hftve  rea- 
son at  present,  if  in  that  act 
ypii  shall  ^d  (either  expressed 
px  kxiplied)  these  words  of  the 
gasix^nfy,    X  ^^  instrumentos 
neceise^rips  dep^ndienUs  (fe  eUa» 
if  these  wof as  are  riot  there, 
the  party  contracting  cannot 
bring  tbem  in  by  any  interpret* 
t^pn  of  his^own,  without  con- 
gent  of  the  oth^r  party,  or  sen- 
tence of  sorpe  arbitrator:  be- 
sides, that  this  of  the  concert 
does,  not  absolutely  or.  of  net- 
cqssity^  import  apy  thing  to  the 
security  of*  tne.  guaranty:  for^ 
provided  we  execute  it  as  the 
wants  of  Spain  require,  it  is  of 
^np  impcAtance  whether,  it  be. 
4one  with  such. qr^uch  aqun^r 
b^^V  of  tropp^,  e,ithpr  qf  op^  qr, 


De.la  Haye^  lelS  Aput^ 
Monsieur^  5.JV^.1669. 

J^A'oois.  esperS  que  Vt^j^e  dont 
il  st^git  d  present  n^  ixot^veriuf 
plus  d'obstacleSy  8i  qu*il  v(y  aifr 
roit  poi/it  de  replique  a  ce  que 
fecrvmhierh  V.E:  Maisconi''^ 
v^f^y  v^  ^  contrairepar  voire 
lettre  Scrife  ce  soir  fneme^  je  mfi 
crois obligS de djire^  quil raavoii 
paru  que  le  fruit  de  notre  det* 
niere  conference  avoit  Hide  lais^ 
ser  V.  E^jUeinement  persuadSCf 
que  le  (fonnStable  de  CastiUe 
avoit  tort  desusciterunedifficuUe 
touchant  le  premier  pay  ementsur 
le  concert  proposi J puisqu^  il  n*en 
est  point  fait  mention  dansVacte 
signe  par  Jf.  E.    J*  ajouterM  ^ 
cela^  que  vous  auriez  aujourjihuy 
raison^  si  dans  cet  acte  vous  ^rot|- 
viez  ou  exprimes  ou  sousentendus 
Ics  mofs  dei  guarantiee  Y  los  ioh 
strum^ntos  necessaries  d^pi^er 
dientes  de  ella.    Si pareils^mptjs 
n'y  sontpas,  un  des  partis  con^ 
tractans  ne  peut  pas  les  y  Jcjire 
entrer  par  une  inteirpretatioii,de 
sajagon^  h.moins  que  le  cansen* 
tement  de  Vautre  parti  intervi" 
enne^  ou  que  de  part  8f  d^ autre  on 
convienne  de  s*en  rapporter  d  la 
dec^ion  d^un  arUirfi;  sanSiCaur 
ter  que  celuy  deconfiertluy^mStae 
nimporte  point  absolument   ni 
neces'sairement  ci  la  securitede  la 

fuarantie:  carpourvu  que  nous 
expeditions  sefop  U  besicin.  dcf 
affaire^  d^J^spagne^  il  imporierQ 


and  other  Ministers  of  Statt. 


55 


the  oAet  ifation^  since  that  is 
to  be  concerted  according  to 
the  difibrent  intereMs  or  cbn-* 
reniences  of  each  party :  and 
it  may  happen  that  the  attack 
from  France  may  be  so  power- 
fidy  that  it  will  be  necessary  for 
each  of  us  to  assist  you  with 
all  the  forces  we  cto  raise  or 
equip,  according  to  the  general 
guaranty,  and  not  according  to 
any  concert  of  forces  specified 
in  the  treafy* 


I 


I  do  not  accuse  Spaim  <yf  any 
witDt  of  sincerity  in  ^1  tibis  af- 
fair, but  only  tf  readinete  dnd 
treetiesB  to  consent  to,  and  ac- 
tomplish  what  Was  absolutely 
necesiiary  for  engaghig  Sweden 
in  thcpresertation  of  the  ^e^ce. 
Attd  on  the  other  sidle,  your 
Escellency  cd*nnot  accuse  the 
sincerity  of  the  King  my  Mas- 
ter; vmo  at  the  Ido^est  of  your 
a&ifg^  and  when  Flanders  was 
despie^ate,  gave  die  first  help- 
ing hand  (when  the  Prihces 
nearest  aHied  to  the  Crown  of 
Spain  would  have  nothing  to 
do  in'  it)  contracted  his  allian- 
ce last  \^inter,  sent  a  fleet  to< 
^a*  the  summer  following,  seiit 
Ambassadors  to  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle,  fiimndied  the  triple  al- 
liance, and  solicited  other  Prih- 
Ces  to  jdito  in  it:  and  all  thfs 
iMy  to  begin  and  procure  a 
peace,  wherein  lieither  his  do- 
niinious  nof  people  were'  con- 
csemed ;  nor  (with  permission 
of  great  reasoners)  had  any 
prospect  of  future  dangers,  but 
what  would  concern  the  empire 
and  all  ilie  rest  of  Christendom, 


tU  qu^dtec  uh  iel  on  tin  tel  n'oni' 
re  de  iroupes^  on  que  ces  troupts 
appartiennent  a  une  des  deux 
nations  pltUdt  qu^^r autre  ;  car 
si  l*on  aoit  agir  de  concert  c*est 
selon  les  divers  interits  8f  tes 
differentes  commodites  de  cha^ 
cune  des  parties.  Et  meme  il 
peut  arriver^  que  les  invasions 
8f  les  attaques  de  la  France  se^ 
roient  si  redouhtablesy  qu*ilsera 
necessaire  que  cHacun  de  nous 
rassemble  tout  ce  quHl  peut  de 
forces  iur  pitdy  ai/ant  egard  d 
^intention  de  la  gutirantie  en  ge* 
neral^  jr  non  k  quelques  caspar* 
ticuliers  specks  dans  le  traitf, 

Je  n*acctist  pds  PEspagne 
d*atoir  manque  de  sinceritS  £ins 
tout  le  coUrs  de  cHte  ttffidre^  rhdii 
d'avoir  tnan^S  de  promptitude 
Sfjranchise  cl  atcdmpUt  ce  qui 
leur  etoit  dbsohiment  HecessairS 
poiit  engager  la  Sll^e  dans  Id 
conservation  de  la  paix;  sur  ce» 
taje  diray  aussi  d  V.  E.  qu*eUe 
ne  peut  pas  accuse  la  sinceritS 
du  Rot/  mon  Maitre  ;  lors  que 
VetAt  de  vos  dffaires  Stoit  leplus 
deplore^  8f  que  tous  les  PaiS'bhs 
etoi&nt  cotnAte  au  desespoir^  il  a 
le  pfemiet  mis  la  main  k  Vm- 
trage  (quand  les  Princes  les  plus 
proches  de  la  Couronne  d'Es" 
pagne  n^y  votdoientpastouckerj 
tout  Vhyver  dernier  set  Majesti 
a  employi  hfoire  traiter  ses  ah 
liancesy  3f  dfoire  Squiper  une' 
Jid^  qui  a  paru  en  mer  l*Ste 
sUVoante;  il  a  envoyeses  Ambas^ 
sadeurs  h  Aix  la  Chapelle^  it  a 
cemente  ta  triple  alliance^  ^Jait 
soiiciter  divers  Princes  de  s*y^, 
joindre  en  plus  grand  nombre: 
tout  cela  aans  la  veue  d'ache" 
miner  8(  de  procurer  une  paijf, 
qui  ne  rendoit  rien  k  ses  Stats 
ni  h  ses  peuples^  puisque  les  uni 


I 
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before  his  Majesty  or  hi^  king-    6f  Us  autres  etotent  ci  couver0 
doms  could  be  exposed  to  it.       des  ravages  de  la  guerre.     Car 

tnalgre  tout  ce  quHl  plait  atix 
grands  discoureurs  d'insinuer  8f 
de  publier^  les^dangers  qui  we- 
nacent  VAngleterre^  8f  que  la  po" 
litique  a  du  prevoir^  ces  dangers 
regardoient  S;  Vempire  en  par* 
ticulier^  8f  tout  a  Ckretiente  en 
generaly  de  pluspres  que  sa  Ma* 
jeste  5(  ses  royaumes. 
For  what  your  Excellency         F.  JB.    demande^    pourquay 
\  desires  to  know,    why  Mon-     Monsieur  Marechal  ayant  dit 
$ieur    Marechal    having   said,     quit  ny  auroit  aucune  diffictdte 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in    %  conclure  8^  ^  ratifier  le  con* 
concluding  and  ratifying  the    certy  il  s*y  en  trouve  pourtant 
concert,  there  should  notwith-     aujourdhuy;  je  vous  diray  sur 
standing  prove  to  be  any  in    ceto,  queles  detix  Ministres^de 
doing  it  at  present ;  I  will  tell     Suede  sur  tous  les  points  discutes 
you,  that  the  two  Ministers  of    entre  eux  Si  nous  non  setdement 
Sweden,  in  all  that  has  passed     nou^  ont  dit,  mais  ils  persistent 
between  us,  have  not  only  said,     toujour s  ^  dire,   quails  etoient 
but  still  persist,  that  they  were    prets  a  entrer  dans  le  dit  con* 
ready  to  enter  into  the  said    certy  quails  avoient  mime  pre* 
concert,  and   intended  to  do     tendu  le  faire  avant  le  d^art 
so  before  Monsieur  Marechal    de  Monsieur  Marechaly  quelque 
goes  from  hence  (upon  which    presse  qu'il  paroisse ;  que  leur 
however  he  is  extremely  press-    pen  see  n^  a  jamais  etc  d*attendre 
cd),butthat  they  never  intend-    h  faire  cette  demarche  que  le 
ed  to  enter  into  it-  before  the    payement  des  premiers  subsides^ 
payment  of  the  first  subsidies,   Jixe  au  terns  que  Pechange  de  la 
which  ought  to  have  been  made    ratification  seroit  delivree.     lis 
upon  the  mutual  delivery  of  the    ajoutent  a  ceUiy  quails  ne  consen* 
ratification;  saying  withal,  that    tiront  jamais,   qus   cet   argent 
they  would  never  allow  that  this    puisse  passer  pour  le  prix  8(  la 
money  ought  to  pass  for  pay-     recompense  quils  s'engageroient. 
ment  of  the  particular  aids  they    de  donner  h  PEspagne  en  vertu 
were  to  give  Spain  by  virtue  of    de  la  triple  alliance.     Je  les  ay 
the  triple  alliance.     I  have  al-    trouves  si  roids  sur  cet  article^ 
'  ways  found  them  so  stiff  upon    quejaydesesper^ily  a  longtems 
that  point,  that  I  have  been  a    de  vaincre  leur  delicatesse.     II 
long  time  in  despair  of  over-    reste  done  pour  VEspagne  h  ex- 
coming  their  nicety :  it  remains    aminer  &;  a  bienpeser,  si  la  gua^ 
therefore  to  Spain  to  consider    rantie  de  trois  puissances  telles 
whether  the  guaranty  of  three    que  celles  qui  se  presententy  ne 
such  powers  be  worth  giving    vout  pas  Men  qu^on  cede  h  la 
this  little  satisfaction  to  Swe-     Suede  la  legere  satisfaction  qu^elle 
den;  and  whether  it  would  not    demande.   Jevoudrois  que  l*Es* 
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he  more  to  the  purpose,  whdn  pagne  consider&ty  sHl  ne  seroil 

the  second   term    expires  to  pas  plus  h  propos  d'attendre  h 

press  us  then  upon  the  concert,  nous  presser  sur  le  concert ^  ,que 

if  you  shall  not  se«  it  finished :  le  tenne  du  second  pai/ement  Jut 

but  by  all  means  to  procure  as  echeu^  si  tout  rCetoit  entierement 

soon  as  possible,  that  the  gene-  conclu;  mais  en  tout  cas  depro^ 

ral  guaranty  be  put  into  your  curer  au  plutot  qu£  la  guarantie 

hands :  and  I  do  not  doubt,  but  generate  vous  soit  mise  en  mains. 

according  to  the  dispositions  1  Je  ne  doute  pasy  veu  les  disposi" 

see  on  all  sides,  that  the  con-  tionsoujetrouvetousles  esprits^ 

cert  will  quickly  follow,  though  que  le  concert  ne  suive  immedi- 

your    Excellency    should    no  atement^  4r  ^cins  que  V,  E,  ait  la 

more   concern    yourself  with  peine  de  nous  presser  davantage: 

urging  us  to  what  we  are  drawn  en  cette  rencontre^  nStre  propre 

by  the  interest  of  every  partis  interet  se  trouve joint  ^  celuy  du 

cular  party  as  well  as  the  pub-  publique, 
lie. 

I  wish  your  Excellency  health  Je  souhaite  h  V.E.la  sante 

and  happiness;  and  am,  &c,  4*  la  prosperity  qu*elle  desire;  Sf 

suis,  8iC* 


Tq  thfi  Spanish  Ambassador.  Al  Ambaxador  de  Espanna* 

Hague,  Aug.  14,  De  la  Haya^  Aug,  14, 

My  Lord,          N.  S.  1669.  Ex»»o.  Senr,        S.N.  1669. 

I  RECEIVED  your  Excellency's  Anoche  recebi  la  de  V.  E,  stan* 

letter  last  night,  as  I  was  niak-  dome  en  mis  dispachos  para  la 

ing  my  dispatches  for  England,  Inglatiera^  en  los  quales  la  he 

in  which  1  immediately  inclos-  luego  encerradoy  para  que  vea 

ed  it,  that  the  King  my  Master  elRey  mi  Sennor  en  quepunto  a 

may  see  in  what  this  aflair  has  parado  este  negocio^  Por  lo  qy^ 

ended.  Forthecomplaintsyour  se  va    V.  E.  quexando  de  mif 

Excellency  is  pleased  to  make  como  el  que  atrasava  el  concier' 

of  me,  as  having  hindered  in-  to  tan  desseado^  en  lugar  de  en* 

stead  of  advancing  an  agree-  caminarlo;  yo  ne  me  voy  defen* 

ment  so  much  desired,  I  shall  diendo  con  razoneSy  si  (as  obras 

not  defend  myself  with  words,  no  me  defienden.      Sea  lo  que 

if  my  actions  have  not  done  it;  fuera  de  miy  que  no  tengo  de  re- 

nor  think  myself  obliged,  what-  spender  a  ninguno  delo  que  ha^ 

ever  has  passed  in  this  affair,  to  go  en  esta  materiay  si  no  al  Rey 

give  account  of  it  to  any  body  mi  Sennor y  y  no  soy  yo  elprimero 

but  the  King  my  Master.  I  am  Ministro  a  quien  aviendo  bien 

not  the  first  Minister,  whose  merecido  de  Espannuy  se  lo  re- 

services  to  Spain  have  had  no  conoce  con  desagradecerle  todos 

returns  but  of  reproach  and  in-  sus  officios;  pero  no  importOy 

gratitude,  which  I  shall  not  lay  porque  no  tenemos  nos-otros  oira 

to  heart,  since  our  part  is  only  parte  en  los  negociosy  si  no  de 
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to  obey.    However,  I  cannot  (Aediencia.    A  lo  fheHtfi  frUpn* 

but  think  it  had  been  more  pru-  re<;e  que  los  Ministroi  de  Espan* 

dence  in  the  Spanish  Ministers  na  htzieran  mas  ptudentemente 

to  acknowledge  all  the  Kine  de  agradecer  al  Key  mi  Sennot^ 

my  Master   has  treated  and  loque  ha  negociado  y  obradn  de$* 

done  for  eighteen  months  past  pues  de  anno  y  medio  passad&$ 

in  faTQur  ofthat  Crown,  than  to  enjavor  de  las  cosas  de  esta  Co* 

accuse  his  Majesty  upon  every  rona^  que  no  de  accusar  su  Ma* 

occasion,  either  to  have  done  gesiad  a  cadapuntOfOde  no  ha» 

nothing,  or  only  what  he  found  'oer  hecho  nada^  o  averlo  tdd^ 

convenient  to  himself:  since  hecho  por  su  propria  conveniens 

the  true  wav  of  engaging  a  ge-  tia;  porque  el  verdadero  inedi6 

nerouB  mind  in  new  obligations,  para  empennar  tm  espiritu  ge* 

ift  to  be  thankful  for  the  old,  neroso  en  nuews  benefidoSf  ei 

9Sid  rather  encrease  than  less-  agradecerle  algo  de  los  passadoii 

en  what  a  King  and  a  friend  y  maspreste  agrdndeeer  que  no 

has  done,  at  least  with  so  much  yr  siempre  disminuyenod^  lo  qud 

desire  of  succeeding  well.  tm  Rey  amigo  a  hecho  a  la  me* 

nos  con  huena  •ookmtad. 

Since   your  ExceUeacy    »  Puesque  V.  E.  se  gusta  de  to* 

pleased  to  give  so  wrong  a  turn  mar  a  tuerto  loqtieyo  he  escritto 

to  what  I  writ  with  so  good  in-  a  derechoyyo  no  le  he  de  impedir^ 

tentkms,  I  will  say  nothing  to  pero  me  voy  rediziend&^  que  a  mi 

excuse  it,  but  still  repeat  what  pareger  tuviera  mas  razon  de  ap* 

I  said  before;  that  to  me  it  pretar  hs  Ministros  de  Suecia 

seems  more  reasonable  that  you  sohre  este  conctertof  si  'oeyta  que 

should  press  the  Swedish  Mi-  no  se  havra  actibado  etl  segund& 

misters  up<»i  this  agreement,^  if  termino  de  hs  suisidios;  ptorqent 

you  think  the  time  of  the  se-  es  costs  evidente  por  su  propttd 

eond  subsidies  not  yet  run  out:  actOy  que  el primero pagamieni& 

because  it  is  f^ain,  that  the  first  se  ha  de  cvmplir  con  Ut  extradi'* 

payment  (by  your  own  act)  iion  de  his  rati/^ationes  de  kt 

was  to  be  made  upon  the  ffign-  guarenda  sin  otra  condicim;  y 

ing  the  ratifications  of  the  gua**  que  siendo  tres  aetos  distinctoi 

Fanty,  without  any  other  con-  de  las  tres  partes^  por  estoV.E* 

dition;  an4  there  being  three  a  hecho  mencion  de  los  actos  de 

distinct  acts  from  the  three  par-  guarentiay  y  otro  de  concierto 

ties,  your  Excellency  has  very  como  F,  E.  va  concluyendo  aord 

artificially  made  mention  both  con  mucha  agudeza,  porque  el 

ef  that  of  the  guaranty,  and  acto  de  concierto  no  se  dema  dar 

the  other  of  concert;  whereas  a  la  Espanna  como  elde  lagua* 

that    of   the  guaranty  ought  rentiay  si  no  communicarkt  sola* 

only  to  be  given  to  Spain,  and  mentis  como  un  accuerdo  entire 

that  of  concert,  but  communi-  las  partes  de  la  triple  aUianga^ 

cated  as  an  agreement  between  Con  todo  esta  muy  bien  pudiera 

the  three  parties  entered  into '  ver  V.  E,  que  en  ditiendo  esto 

the  triple  alliance.     With  all  he  dicHo  tan  bien  que  no  hitvia 

^is,  your  Excellency  may  see,  duda^  quedespues  de  haver  dada 
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HuA  wh^n  I  said  this,  I  told 
you  at  the  same  time,  that  there 
was  no  doubty  after  having  giv- 
en the  guaranty,  and  that  the 
Swedes  had  received  their  first 
payment,  the  agreement  would 
oe  concerted  too:  and  this  I 
still  believe  from  the  interest 
the  Swedes  have  in  it,  to  secure 
the  other  payments  ;  and  Hol- 
]aik4  yet  Qiore  either  to  preserve 
t|^e  p^ce»  Of  in  case  a  war 
sj^ould  happen*   to  secure   a 
skroftg  fpad  powerful  defence 
from  Coders,  wrhich,  next  to 
tl\^  Qwnt  tQwn^  is  what  they 
are  nearest  concerned  in.     I 
nmst  repeat  again  what  I  said 
of  his   Majesty,    that  if  the 
Swedes,  and  the  Dutch  can  find 
the  way  of  agreeing  this  aflPair^ 
it  wiU  n^ver  be  laid  to  the  King 
my  Master^  charge,  if  they  do 
not  see  a  good  end  of  it*    But 
I  have  entered  deep  enough  in- 
to the  thoughts  of  the  Swedes 
i^po^  ibis  point,  to  be  absolute-r 
ly  of  opinion,  that  they  will  ne- 
ver consent  to  the  agreement, 
till  th^ey  hjave  received  their 
{irst  payment.     Monsieur  Ma^ 
recbal  havjng  on]y.  heard,  some 
expression  of  your  Excellency's 
upon  this  affiur,  came  immedi- 
ately to,  desire  I  would  go.  to 
youj  apd  inform  ipj^elf  of  the 
truth  of  it,  and  bring  a  positive 
answer   from  you  ;  swearing, 
that  i£  this  wece>  your  resolu- 
tion, tb©'  3wedp^  coujd  ^ery 
well  content  themselves,  witbr 
out  thp  money :  and.  that  for 
his  part,  he   was  resolved  to 
leave  the  Hague  to-morrow; 
and  sdn^ut  four  or*  five  d^y^  ago, 
Monsieur  Appleboom  sent  his 
secretary  to  tell  me,  he  had 
heard'  soinething  to  tliis  pur- 


hsgtiftrentiaSf^reeebidola  Su* 
ecia  d  dinero  del  primero  ier* 
minOy  se  acabara  el  concieriOy  y 
lo  ereo  tan  bien  porqite  veo  a  la  • 
Suecia  interessada  en  ello  per 
asseguarse  de  los  otros  ierminos^ 
^  tan  bien  for  lo  que  espera  en 
sucoediendo  la  guerray  la  Olan^ 
da  sta  aun  mfis  interessada  para 
assegurar  tanto  mas  lapaz^  oen 
casa  de  gtierra  unejueriey  haS' 
tante  d^ensct  del  paySy  beuxo  co^ 
mo  tocando  les  muy  apretadet^ 
metite  y  mas  que  otra  cosa  des-' 
pues  de  sus  proprias  villas.     Y 
lo  que  he  dicho  del  Rey  mi  Sen* 
nory  lo  digo  otra  vez  que  aceor* 
dando  se  la  Suecia  y  la  Qlanda 
en  las  particularidades  del  con" 
ciertOy  no  tendra  a  su  Magestad 
de  no  accobarlo*    Pero  avien^ 
dome  yo  harto  escudrinnado  los 
sentimentos  de  los  Suecos  en  este 
negocioy  soy  enteramente  deLpar-^ 
eqer  que  nunca  kan  de  tocar  at 
concierto  antes  de  haver  recebido 
el  primero  termino;  porque  el 
Sennor  Marechal  aviendo^enten* 
dido  soldmente  alguna  cosita  que 
V.  E,  avia  dicho.  a  estepropo^ 
sitOy  me  venia  luego  suppUccfr  dJa 
yr  me  a  V.  E.  ai  ir^ormar  me 
delloyy  tirar  una  respu^sta  care* 
gorica  sobra  esta  materia;  ju^ 
rando  taljuessa  la  resolution  de 
V,  E,  que  la  Suecia  se  passaria 
muy  bien  del  dinero;  y.  queparn 
el^iava  determiiiado  de  salir  la 
mannanadela  Haya,    Yno  ay. 
mas  que  qitatro  o  cinco.  dias  que 
el  Sennor  Appleboom.  me  ha  «ih 
piado  su  secretario  para  guea^ 
arse  de  Z4  misma  manera  at  ha* 
wr  la  segunda  vez  entendido  tal 
cosa  de  V»  E.  en.  ello.    Fero  si 
puede  disponery  los  Suecosylo^ 
Olandezes  de  otra  manera  (come 
me  pare(;e  immaginar  en  su  car* 
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pose,  of  your  Excellency;  and 
to  complain  of  it.  But  if  you 
can  otherwise  dispose  both  the 
Swedes  and  the  Dutch^  as  to 
me  it  seems  by  your  letter  you 
imagine,  I  shall  extremely  re- 
joice at  your  success,  and  ap- 
plaud your  diligence,  though 
you  are  so  little  pleased  with 
mine. 

I  cannot  tell  how  I  came  to 
engage  sp  far  in  a  language  I 
know  so  imperfectly:  if  you  do 
understand  me,  it  is  all  I  desire. 
God  preserve  your  Excellency 
many  years.  I  kiss  your  Ex« 
cellency's  hands,  and  am 

Your  most  humble  servant* 


ta)  para  mi  me  huelgare  de  m 
successo,  y  mucho  he  de  ulabar 
sus  diligentiasy  aunque  tan  poco 
se  contenta  de  la*  mias. 


No  se  como  me  he  empannade 
tan  adelante  en  mi  geregonga  de 
EspannoL  V.  E,  le  ha  de  par* 
donnar^  con  que  le  hecha  de  en- 
tender,  basta.  Guarde  Dios  a 
V.  E.  las  annos  que  la  desseo* 

B.  L.  M.  D.  V.  E.  &c. 


Aoust, ....  1669. 

Sentence  donn6e  sur  I'affaire  de  Portugal  &  de  la 
HoUande,  par  P  Ambassadeur  de  P  Angleterre,  a 
qui  les  deux  parties  avoient  remis  la  decision  fi» 
nale  de  leurs  differences,  non  pas  comme  Ara» 
bass^ideur  d'Angleterre,  mais  comme  Chevalier 
Temple. 

Monsieur  F Ambassadeur  de  Portugal  ^  Monsieur 
le  Pensionnaire  de  Witt  ay  ant  trouve  a  propos  de 
communiquer  a  V  Ambdssadeur  d"  Angleterre  les  points 
qui  ont  este  si  longtems  en  dispute  sur  raccommode" 
ment  propose  entre  le  Portugal  8g  la  HQllande  ; 

Le  dit  Ambassadeur  d^Angleterre  a  troteve  sur  la 
premiere  conference  avec  les  deiuc  parties^  que  la 
principal  difficulte  qui  restoit  a  demeler^  estoit  sur 
la  maniere  defaire  les  deua:  millions  cinq  cent  milk 
cruzados  qui  estoient  accordes  par  le  Portugal  a  la 
HollandCy  payable  a  duv  payements  egatu  ;  c^est  d 
dire,  deuj:  cent  mille  cruzados  par  an. 

Le  dit  Ambassadeur  d^Angleterre  avoit  aussi  re^ 
marque y' dans  la  mesme  conference ,  que  les  deua:  par- 
tie^  estoient  d* accord  que  lesdits  payements  seferoient 
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far  ks  droits  du  set  de  Setuvaly  ^  qu*d  cet  effetcha- 
cm  d^eiuv  avoit  propose  son  expedient^  par  lequel 
ledit  Ambassudeiir  d^Angleterre  voyoitque  Monsieur 
FAmbassadetir  de  Portugal  se  proposoit  que  lesdits 
payements  entiers  se  feroient  par  V  assignation  desdits 
droits  du  sel  de  Setuval  pour  le  terme  de  diwsept  ou 
duchvitans:  etque  Monsieur  le  Pensiormaire  de  Witt 
sejaisoitjbrt  que  ladite  debte  se  pourroit  entierement 
satisfaire  selon  son  expedient  par  lesdits  droits  au  sel 
de  Setuval  dans  le  terme  de  vingt  8g  deur,  ou  vingt 
8^  trots  ans. 

Le  dit  Ambassadeur  d^Angleterre  ay  ant  aussi  re-- 
marque  que  V accommodement  sur  aucun  desdits  ex^-^ 
pedients  estoit  desesperi  pour  les  difficultez  sur  la 
maniere  de  payer  les  interests^  dont  les  deux  parties 
ne  potwoient  aucunement  venir  au  bouty  a  trouve  bon 
de  proposer  comme  un  expedient  entre  deux,  que  le 
Portugal  assignerpit  d  la  IloUande  les  droits  du  sel 
de  Setuval  pour  Fespace  de  vingt  ans  en  satisfaction 
entiere  de  ladite  debte ^  si  le  Portugal  ne  trouvoit  pas 
que  la  Holtande  euf  regeu  sa  satisfaction  entiere  en 
moindre  terns  ;  Sf  qu*en  tel  cas  ledit  terme  seroit  re- 
tranche  apres  teUe  satisfaction  achevee. 

Le  dit  Ambassadeur  d^Angleterre  ayant  propose 
cet  expedient  a  chacun  des  deux  parties^  Monsieur 
f  Ambassadeur  de  Portugal  a  pris  du  terns  pour  le 
considerer ;  <§•  Mo?isieur  le  Pensionnaire  Fa  accepte 
sur  la  condition  suivante ;  Sf avoir ^  si  dans  aucune 
annee  dudit  terme^  lesdits  droits  du  sel  de  Setuval  ne 
monteront  pus  d  la  voileur  de  cent  cinquante  miUe  cru- 
zadoSy  qiCen  ce  cas  le  Portugal  dans  V  annee  sui- 
vante  suppleera  en  sel  valeur  de  ce  qiCon  trouvera 
avoir  manque  a  ladite  r annee  precedente :  et  d  Jin 
que  les  payements  se  pourroient  parachever  en  moin-^ 
dre  temps,  le  Portugal  s'obligeroit  de  ne  hausserpas 
le  prix  du  sel  pour  les  Hollandois,  ni  de  Fabaisser 
pour  ies  autres* 
.  Le  dit  Ambassadeur  d*Angleterre  ayant  commit^ 
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mquS  te  mesme  soir  d F Amba^sadeur  de  Potiugattd^ 
dite  acceptation  sous  la  condition  mentionnSe,  il  s^ac^ 
corda  a  F expedient  de  V  Amhassadeur  d* Angleterte^ 
Sg  atessi  d  la  condition  du  Pensionriaire^  pour  ce  qtd 
estoit  de  ni  fiausser  ni  abaisser  le  prix  du  set:  fnais 
pour  V autre  partie  de  la  condition,  il  la  refitsoit  en^ 
tierement,  d  cause  que  la  Hollander  estdnt  aSseurU 
par  Id  de  recevoir  en  set  tout  ce  qui  manqtteroit 
chaque  annie  sin*  les  droits  du  sel  d  raccomplissenient* 
de  cent  cinquante  milk  eruzades,  se  pouvoit  departif 
de  tirer  dudit  Setuval  si  grande  quantite  du  sety 
qu^elle  estoit  accouiumee  de  tirer  chaque  armee  par 
le  pass6  ;  et  que.  par  Id  le  royaume  de  Portugal  s6 
ttoteveroit  app(mvri  d  faut  dudit  debit  ordinaire  du 
sely  <§>  le  Prince  se  trOrmeroif  charge  tPautant  qu^il 
pkdroit  d  la  Holiande  stcr  les  manquements  des  droits 
anmtels. 

S^  ces  entrefaits  les  deux  parties  esMnt  entries 
encore  dans  une  conference  avec  F Afnlmssadettr  ^Ait- 
gteterrCj  ^  ne  s*tf  poufvant  pas  accorder  nonphisqn^ 
dam  la  pricedente,  swr  mmm  des  expedients  pro^ 
posSsy  ils  ont  d  lajSn  trome  hon  de  c&rwenir  enserft' 
hie  que  la  decmon  fincde  de  toute  cette  ^spAte  seje-^ 
roitpar  F arbitrage  absolu  cfudit  Ambassadettr  cFAn- 
gleterre,pourveu  que  FAmbassadeurde  Portugal  cari' 
sentiroit  que  la  *Galeur  du  sel  se  regleroit  entierement 
par  les  cruzados,  sans  amun  egard  a  la:  vdteur  des 
reys  sur  laquelle  it y  deu  aussi  beauc'oup  de  conira-i 
wrse  entre  les  deux  parties. 

Envertu  de  cette  con'&ention,  ledtt  AmbaSstident 
^Angleterre  ayant  meur'ement  considers  totd  ee  que 
dessuSy  8^  aussi  Finterest  de  ces  deu^  n^tionsj  auss^ 
Men  que  de  leurs  voisins  <§•  alliez,  que  cette  affaire  si' 
Umgtems  debattue^  se  puisse  enftn  terminer  d  Fai- 
TnablCy  S^  ne  tirer  pas  aigreur  entre  les  deux  nations 
par  des  disputes  ulterieures  ;  declare  S^juge  que  le' 
premier  expedient  propose  par  ledit  Ambajssadeut 
touchant le^Dingtmnees ayant esti  deja  acc^pttpar 
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y$  deiw  parties  J  demem^erajirme  $f  valabk  cevec  ces 
conditiom^  que  la  Hollande  sera  ohUgie  de  Hrer  de 
Setuval  touted  les  annees  durant  ledit  terme,  autant 
de  sel  ^vtelle  a  tiH  dans  aucune  des  dix  annkes  der^-  > 
nierement  passSes :  mats  qvten  eas  gtie  par  ledit  de-' 
Mt  du  selj  les  droits  d  Setuval  ne  montsront  pas  pour-^ 
taritj¥^tites  d  cent  cmqtumte  mile  cruzados  dans  au^ 
time  a/mie  dudii  tenm  de  vingt  anSj  que  h  Poriu^ 
gal  ^uppMra^  en  sel  Vannee  suivante  ce  qui  aura  man*^ 
qMi  d  ladite  Stomme^  pourveu  que  kdit  manqueTnent 
n!ei^^de-p^Si  la  mkwr  de  trente  rmUe  cruzados. 

Jj^  dit  Ambassadewr  d^ Angkterre juge  anssi  eqidm 
tilile  que  lij^,  Hollande  ne  pretendra  autre  satisfistcHmk^ 
d^  h  d^t^.  hmsm  hsdks^  drmts  du  sel  de  Setufoal^ 
fQjur  kdif  t^mm  det  vingt  annies. 

Qve  h  '^^ahur  dn  sd  sera  c^miie  par  cruzados^  sans- 
'egard  ^,  qml^m^  mitre  monnoffe^  pmsqu^H  n^y  a  eu^ 
nmtion  dans  le  traitk  cPcmcune  OMtre  e^ce* 

Etqtiemeas  que  Portugal  tronvera  i  propos  de 
dechargm"  queSjue  part  de  la  debte  par  quel^  au* 
tiTA  mf^f^enj,  kk  JHoUmde^  retranchera  aussi  kdit  iertne 
mprcps^tifm^ 

Til  my  ILord  Arlington. 

Vy  Lprd»  Hague^  SepL  2,  N.  S.  1669* 

Ha<vino  ii^ieeJved  his  M^cafey's  letter  to  fhe  dm^ 
iMaMe  from  your  Lord^hip'a  baads,  I  thoiight  it 
was  fit  for  01(6  tQ  reliutn  his  answer  by  the  same 
way:  aod,  thg^  not  b^kig  maiter  enough  to  fiir- 
Hish  tworlatt^rsf  this  oi]dinary,.your  Lordship  woxddi 
b^  co0t€^iiti4t^  ri9fi^^iQ  the  whole  trouble  of  what  I 
We  to  ^ajf^^sui^  yoq^  wene  ofcourse^tohajire  a  part 
ofit, 

^  I  reew^  at  th«».  s^nise-  time  with  this  of  his  Ma<^. 
jc^ty^  thd  othej:}  fo);  myBdlf  ^.  and  tibe  same  express; 
brought  anqtbef.  for  tqei' States;  I  doubt,  all  in-  the 
same  style  j  hy  which  your  Lordship  will.  uadeiTf^- 
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stand  the  ill  state  of  our  general  business  h^rie* 
Monsieur  Marechal  came  yesterday  to  visit  me, 
and  told  rae,  his  errand  was  to  know  whether  I 
could  propose  any  new  way  of  drawing  their  satis- 
faction from  Spain ;  if  not,  whether  I  would  give 
any  hopes  of  their  having  it  from  his  Majesty  and 
the  States :  and  if  neither  of  these,  what  I  could 
propose  as  the  test  way  "^  pour  sortir  de  cette  affaire 
de  la  meilleure  grace,  Sf  sans  trap  de  brtdi.  1  told 
him,  for  the  first,  I  was  at  an  end  of  my  own  in- 
vention, but  should  not  fail,  however,  of  consulting 
with  the  Dutch  Commissioners,  whom  I  had  not 
seen  since  our  answer  from  the  Constable.  For  the 
second,  I  knew  he  was  so  sensible  of  Sweden's  ha- 
ving no  right  to  demand  of  us  more  than  our  good 
offices  in  this  particular,  that  he  would  never  think 
fit  to  press  us  any  farther;  and  those  he  should  not 
fail  of.  For  the  last,  it  was  a  point  I  was  very  loth 
to  think  of;  but  when  it  was  necessary,  I  would 
join  with  him  in  that  consideration,  but  would  fain 
believe  the  afikir  was  not  yet  desperate.  He  fell 
into  great  complaints  of  the  Spanish  Ministers  here, 
and  of  their  laying  several  discourses  to  his  charge 
which  he  never  made ;  particularly  of  their  being 
willing  to  take  a  verbal  engagement  from  Spain 
for  thirty  thousand  crowns  a  month  in  time  of  war; 
which  he  protested  was  contrary  to  his  orders,  that 
were,  to  stand  firmly  upon  having  assurance  for  the 
whole  sixty  thousand  pretended  from  his  Majesty 
and  the  States,  and  leave  us  to  find  our  security 
from  Spain,  with  whom  they  had  not  had  any  thing 
to  do  in  the  whole  business :  but  he  •said^  he  wduld 
tell  me  in  confidence,  that  they  had  represented 
the  impossibility  of  this  pretension  to  their  Court, 
and  the  necessity  of  taking  the  assurances  for  thirty 
thousand  from  Spain ;  and  expect  answer  upon  this 

*  To  ^et  out  of  this  affair  mth  the  best  grace^  and  mthout  too 
much  notse. 


^ 


and  other  Ministers  of  State*  65' 

pbint  by  the  very  first  letters :  and  in  case  of  their 
Courtis  consenting  to  it,  he  was  in  hopes  all  diffi* 
culties  would  be  overcome ;  for  we  might  finish 
the  concert  before  the  payment  of  the  money,  and 
give  the  Spanish  Ministers  assurance  of  our  sign* 
ing  it  suddenly  after :  and  though  Holland  had 
hiSierto  declared  against  assuring  any  part  of  the 
sixty  thousand  crowns  without  real  security  from 
Spain,  yet  his  Majesty  having  resolved  to  assure 
Sweden  of  his  part,  Holland  could  not  avoid  fol- 
lowing his  measure  and  example* 

I  easily  perceived  the  first  part  of  this  discourse 
was  brought  in  only  to  usher  the  last ;  and  to  sound 
me  about  his  Majesty's  intention  in  this  point :  and 
so  I  told  him,  I  did  not  remember  to  have  heard 
his  Majesty  had  ever  declared  any  such  resolution : 
That  there  were  indeed  several  projects  framed  by 
several  hands  about  that  time,  some  of  which  con- 
tained what  he  said :  but  Tasked  him  whether  he 
had  ever  seen  any  of  them  signed?    He  confessed 
he  had  not,  but  their  Court  ever  looked  upon  it  as 
a. thing  agreed  to  by  his  Majesty.     I  said  I  won- 
dered at  it,  because  they  could  not  but  consider 
his  Majesty  as  very  little  more  concerned  in  this 
affair  than  themselves :  and  being  so,  it  would  be 
very  hard  for  him  to  engage  in  the  defence  of 
Spain  without  any  hopes  of  reimbursement  for  his 
own  part ;  and  withal  to  furnish  Sweden  with  so 
great  a  share  of  the  subsidies  they  expected  upon 
a  bare  promise  from  Spain  of  repaying  it  after  the 
war  ended.     That,  for  my  part,  having  not  then 
been  in  England,  I  would  not  affirm  his  Majesty 
had  not  agreed  to  it,  because  he  seemed  to  affirm 
he  had :  but  if  he  had  not,  I  thought  it  would  be 
a  very  hard  thing  to  expect  it  from  him.     He  re- 
plied ;  he  would  not  dispute  whether  it  were  hard 
or  no,  but  was  sure,  in  Sweden  they  made  no  man- 
ner of  doubt  upon  it ;  arid,  that  in  his  instruction,  . 
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which  mentions  their  soliciting  Our  and  HoIland^s 
assuring  the  whole  sum,  there  are  these  words,  the 
King  o/*  England  having  tomented  to  assure  one 
fourth  part.  That  if  there  were  a  question  upon 
this,  though  their  Court  should  consent  to  accept 
an  act  from  Spain  for  thirty  thousand,  yet  he  saw 
there  would  be  another  difficulty  ]ess  surmountable 
than  all  the  rest ;  and  so  looked  upon  the  affair  as 
desperate.  But  having  frankly  communicated  to 
me  his  instructions  whenever  I  desired  it,  he  en« 
treated  me  freely  to  communicate  mine  to  him 
upon  this  particular,  that  they  might  know  what 
to  trust  to.  I  told  him  frankly  that  I  had  none 
upon  it ;  that  his  Majesty,  being  so  near,  had  only 
Ordered  me,  that  when  they  and  Holland  should 
be  agreed  about  the  particulars  of  the  concert, 
that  I  should  communicate  it  to  him,  and  should 
receive  a  sudden  answer  upon  it. 

We  broke  up  this  conference  very  friendly;  re- 
solving only  that  I  should  discourse  with  Monsieur 
de  Witt  upon  the  whole  state  of  our  affair,  while 
'  they  expected  their  next  orders  from  Sweden, 
after  which  we  should  all  have  a  conference  toge* 
ther,  and  take  our  last  measures* 

This  day  Monsieur  de  Witt  came  to  me  upon 
the  same  occasion;  shewing  me  the  Constable'^ 
letter  to  the  States,  which  contained  nothing  more 
than  mine  from  him,  besides  desiring  them  to  em« 
ploy  their  good  offices  towards  the  Ministers  of 
England  and  Sweden  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  affair.  After  having  asked  me  two  or  thre« 
times  what  I  thought  was  to  be  done ;  and  I  pro- 
testing I  knew  not ;  at  last  he  said,  that  though 
he  was  never  for  plaistering  upon  an  ill  wall,  and 
he  was  confident,  if  Sweden  trusted  to  Spain  for 
the  thirty  thousand  crowns  a  month,  they  would 
never  be  paid,  and  so  their  assistance  would  fell  in 
case  of  a  war  unless  Sp^in  gave  such  a  security  as 
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blight  certainly  raise  the  money ;  yet  considering 
that  the  very  reputation  of  this  business  concluded 
imight  very  well  prevent  a  war,  might  hinder 
Spain's  taking  their  measures  with  France  to  our 
disadvantage,  and,  in  case  of  a  war,  Sweden's 
baving  received  the  subsidies  already  due  would 
hinder  them  from  taking  any  measures  with  France^ 
though  they  should  not  furnish  their  assistance  td 
Spain  for  want  of  the  future  subsidies ;  for  his 
part,  he  could  wish  the  thing  done :  and  though 
it  had  ever  been  against  his  opinion,  yet  if  his 
Majesty  should  think  fit  to  assure  Sweden  of  a 
fourth  part,  he  believed  the  States  would  be  in- 
duced to  do  the  same,  rather  than  endanger  the 
breaking  of  the  business. 

After  I  had  deduced  to  him  the  great  differences 
there  were  in  his  Majesty's  concernment  and  theirs 
upon  this  matter ;  and  how  hard  it  were  for  his 
Majesty,  that  had  his  seas  and  fleets  to  defend 
him,  to  contribute  in  all  points  as  much  as  they 
who  had  the  French  armies  at  their  gates,  so  soon 
as  Flanders  was  over-run :  and  finding  him  still 
firm,  as  I  have  done  so  often  before,  that  this  State 
could  never  go  other  than  even  paces  with  us  in 
this  matter,  nor  look  upon  themselves  as  nearer 
concerned  in  the  greatness  of  France  than  other 
neighbours,  'till  they  saw  the  danger  fall  directly 
this  way,  I  at  last  told  him  plainly  what  I  had  told 
Monsieur  Marechal  before,  concerning  my  instruc- 
tion: which  he  received  with  his  usual  temper, 
iand  said  we  must  refer  all  to  a  conference  with 
the  Swedish  Ministers ;  and  in  the  mean  time  each 
of  us  should  think  what  expedient  is  to  be  found 
in  the  case. 

Concerning  our  business  of  Surinam,  I  am  in 
great  hope  yet  to  come  to  some  good  end  of  it, 
though  they  will  not  hear  of  it  in  point  of  right  as 
to  his  Majesty's  intercession  j  but  that  it  is  fit  to 
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give  his  Majesty  greater  testimonies  of  their  de" 
ference  than  in  such  a  matter  as  this,  is  already 
the  declared  opinion  of  Mr.  V.  B.  the  Pensioner  of 
Haerlaem,  and  some  others  I  have  pursued :  and 
Monsieur  de  Witt  promises  me,  if  those  two  will 
second  him,  he  will  endeavour  to  bring  the  pro- 
vince of  Holland  to  it,  this  assembly ;  and  then 
we  may  deal  with  Zealand,  I  hope,  well  eiiough 
by  one  way  or  other.  The  paper  Mr.  V.  B.  has 
made  me  expect  two  or  three  posts,  upon  the  ac- 
count of  the  places  we  have  specified  in  the  In- 
dies, he  promises  shall  not  fail  me  by  the  next 
post ;  and  should  have  come  sooner,  but  that  he 
was  resolved  to  be  the  most  exactly  informed  that 
could  be  in  all  particulars. 

Monsieur  de  Witt  has  writ  to  those  of  the  East- 
India  Company  at  Amsterdam  in  pursuit  of  your 
Lordship's  letter,  and  Sir  John  Worden's  desire, 
concerning  one  Gary  coming  over  to  offer  an  end 
of  a  suit  upon  the  pretensions  of  Courtin's  heir : 
their  answer  is,  that  I  might  be  secure  they  will 
give  no  money  for  an  end  of  that  business,  since 
all  farther  pretensions  are  clearly  cut  off  by  the 
treaty  at  Breda :  and  I  find  Monsieur  de  Witt  is^ 
of  the  same  opinion. 

Yesterday  died  Monsieur  Weymenun,  a  great 
man  in  this  State,  but  very  little  bewailed. 

I  believe  your  Lordship  may  hear  reports  of  dis- 
contents growing,  and  parties  changing  here :  but  I 
doubt  it  is  not  in  discourse  farther  than  among  those 
that  are  in  the  skirts  of  business ;  which  makes  me 
hope  there  may  be  no  more  ground  for  all  that  is 
so  lavishly  talked  of  here ;  and  of  the  same  kind 
among  us  in  England :  if  it  should  be  otherwise^ 
I  am  at  least  glad  to  be  ignorant  of  it,  being  of  so 
much  disreputation  abroad  to  our  counsels :  and 
all  the  persons  in  consideration  here,  lam  sure, 
are  sorry  for  what  they  hear  of  it,  professing  to  bft 
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as  much  concerned  in  our  union  as  their  own ;  and 
placing  all  their  hopes  of  taking  any  constant  mea- 
sures with  us  upon  the  steadiness  of  his  Majesty's 
late  counsels,  and  the  dispositions  of  our  present 
Ministers,  before  whose  time  Monsieur  de  Witt 
says,  *  Que  ce  n^estoit  que  Jluctuation  dans  les  con^ 
sells  cC Angle terre.     I  am  your  Lordship's,  &c. 

To  the  Constable  of  Castile.  Au  Conn^table  de  Castile. 

Hague,  Sept.  4,  De  la  Haye^  le  4  Sept. 

My  Lord,  N.  S.  1669.  Monsieur^  S.N.  1669. 

I  SENT  the  other  day  in  the  JTEnvoyai  l^autre  jour  dans  le 

Spanish  Ambassador's  pacquet,  pacquet  de  Monsieur  PAtnbaS'* 

a  letter  from  the  King  my  Ma-  sadeur  d'Espagne^  une  lettre  du 

ster  to  your  Excellency  in  fa-  Roy  mon  maitre  h  V.E.  enja* 

vour  of  Monsieur  Taaf ;  and  vevr  de  Monsieur  Taqf;  je  me 

am  obliged  to. second  that  af-  crpis  ohligi  de  I* aider  de  tons 

fair  by  all  my  good   offices,  mes  bons  offices^  mats  je  croy 

though  I  hope  they  will  not  be  quUs  ne  luy  sontpas  necessaires^ 

necessary ;  and  I  hope  that  this  if  que  ce  gentilkomme  n^en  sera 

gentleman  shall  not  be  reckon-  pas  juge  moins  digne  Sf  mains 

ed  the  less  capable  to  serve  his  capable  de  servir  son  maitre, 

master,  for  having  already  well  pour  avoir  si  bien  servi  son  ami* 
served  his  friend. 

I  cannot  let  pass  this  occa-        Je  ne  puis  laisser  passer  cette 

sion   without  representing  to  occasion  sans  representer  ^  V.  Em 

your  Excellency  the  undoubt-  qu*ilest  d*une  necessite  indispen^ 

ed  necessity  there  is,  to  give  sable  d*expedier   incessamment 

order  with  all  speed  for  the  des  ordres  pour  /aire  toucher 

payment  of  the  200,000  crowns  aux   Ministres    de    Suede    les 

to  the  Ministers  of  Sweden,  200fiOOScusqu*ilsontjusgu^icy 

who  have  expected  them  with  attendus  avec  tant  de  patience. 

80  much  patience,  and  are  ready  Its  sont  prets  de  delivrer  pntre 

to  deliver  into  the  Spanish  Am-  les    mains    de    rAmbassadeur 

bassador's  hands  the  ratifica-  d*Espagne  les  ratifications  de 

tions  of  the  guaranty,  jointly  la  guarantie  conjointement  avec 

with  me  and  the  States  Gene-  moy  Sf  les  Etats  Generaux.    lis 

ral.    They  assure  me  also,  that  m^ont  aussi  assurS  i^uils  Stoient 

they  are  ready  to  enter  into  a  tout  prets  ^  entrer  dans  un  con^ 

particular  concert  of  forces,  as  cert  particulier  pourjburnir  un 

soon  as  this  affair  is  finished;  secours  deforces;  que  pour  cela 

but  are  resolved  not  to  mix  its  Wattenaoient  que  de  voir  jinir 

• 

*  That  there,  toas  nothing  but  tvavering  in  the  counsels  qfEr\g'^ 
land. 
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one  with  the  other ;  and  are  so    cette  premiere  affkire;  Sf  qu'ik. 

ill  satisfied  with  some  difiicul-    etoient  resolus  ck  ne  point  mSler. 

ties  that  the  Spanish  Ambas-    Fune  avec  l^ autre,    Ik  sont  an 

sador  has  raised  upon  this  mat-    reste  si  mat  satisfaits  de  quelques 

ter,  that  I  believe  it  will  not  be    diffkidtez  que  Monsieur  PAm'. 

'possible   to   keep  them   here    bassacteur   d*Espagne    leur    a 

two  days  longer,  if  your  Ex-  Jaites  sur  ce  premier  artide^que 

cellency  sends  them  an  answer   je  ne  croy  pas  qu*U  soit  possible 

not  according  to  the  act  signed    de  les  retenir  deux  jours  icy 

by  the  said  Ambassador,  and    apres  que  V.  E,  se  sera  exph' 

since  ratified  by  the  King  of    quee  sur  cette  affaire^  S^  que 

Spain ;  that  is  to  say,  to  order    nous  aurons  requ  sa  ^reponscy 

the  payment  of  the  money  up-    supposS  que  cette   reponse   ne 

on  the  mutual  delivery  of  the    s'accorde  pas  h  Facte  sign£  par 

guaranty.     This  is  what  they    le  dit  Ambassadeur^  8^  depuis 

^(M  me  twa  days  since ;  and    ratifie  par  le  Roy  d^Espagne^ 

may  perhaps  ruin  an  affair  that    c*est  3  sgavoir  de  faire  conter 

has  been  so  long  negotiated,    Pargent  sur  Vextradition  de  la 

and    brought    into    the    port    guarantiee  VoU3  ce  quHls  m*ont 

^ough  so  many  difficulties.        dit    de  depuis  deux  jours ,  Sf 

ce  qui  pourroit  bien  faire  alter 
en  Jumee  une  qffinre  si  long 
iems  negodeCj  fir  menee  au  port 
h  travers  tant  de  difficultez. 
Your  Excellency  will  judge  F.  E,  sentira  mteux  que  per* 
better  than  any  body,  how  you  sonne^  qu^eUe  se  rend  responsable 
can  answer  to  the  Court  of  8f  3  la  Couronne  d*Espagney  S; 
Spain,  and  to  all  Christendom,  ct  toute  la  ChrStiente  de  laperte 
the  loss  of  so  great  an  occasion  d^une  si  grande  occasion ^  qui  eS' 
for  establishing  the  security  of  tablissoit  la  surete  de  I'une,  ^  le 
the  one  and  the  repose  of  the  repos  de  Vautre.  Car,  c'est  de 
other.  For  all  this  depends  vos  resolutions  que  tout  cela  v& 
upon  your  resolutions,  to  which  dependre  ;  Sf  c^est  aussi  sur  elles 
the  three  confederates,  as  well  seules  que  le  trois  corifedereXf 
as  so  many  others,  will  entirely  ainsi  que  tant  d*atUreSy  vont  re' 
attribute  any  misfortune  that  jetter  les  malheurs  qui  suivront 
shall  arrive.  And  as  I  have  not  du  peu  de  succes  de  nos  negotia- 
iaiied  since  the  beginning  of  tions,  Comme  des  le  commence- 
this  affair  to  contribute  all  my  ment  je  Way  epargne  ni  veiUes 
cares  to  it,  so  I  would  not  be  nisoins pour  cette  grande  affaire^ 
wanting  towards  the  end,  to  re-  je  n^ ay  pas  votdu  manquer  sur  la 
present  the  pressing  necessity  Jin  hjaire  une  dernier edemarchey 
of  this  conjuncture.  It  is  left  qui  est,  de  representer  h  V.  E. 
to  your.  Excellency  to  make  totUe  timportance  des  conjonC' 
what  use  of  it  you  please ;  from  tures  qui  ioffrent  encore  h  nouSy 
whose  conduct  every  one  will  maisquisontprStesanousSchap' 
form  presages,  good  or  ill,  to    per.    Ce  sera  d  V,  H.d  en  us^ 
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ihe  affairs  of  Spain.    I  am  your    comme  il  luy  plaira  :  on  tirera 
£xcellency's,  &c.  des  mesures  qtril  va  prendre^  des 

prSsages  certains  pour  le  bon  ou 
le  mauvais  Hat  des  affaires  d^E' 
spagne.    Je suis de  r. E*  SiO* 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oct  11,  N,  S.  1669. 

I  HAVE  this  day  received  your  Lrordship's  of  th^ 
21st  piist,  and  having  none  by  me  from  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Trevor,  shall  presume  to  return  in  an  answer 
to  your  Lordship's  that  little  I  have  to  say  by  this 
post :  for  all  at  present  is  here  at  a  stand  in  our 
business  of  the  alliance,  and  when  it  will  proceed 
again  depends  wholly  upon  his  Majesty,  do  what 
I  can.  Since  the  last  post  the  Spanish  Ambas*- 
^or,  the  Baron  d'Isola,  Monsieur  Marechal^  and 
Monsieur  de  Witt,  have  been  severally  with  me  to 
know  what  I  will  propose,  or  what  I  will  consent 
to,  for  an  expedient  in  this  matter.  The  two  first 
would  fain  have  something  from  me  to  work  upon^ 
and  I  entertain  them  with  complaints  of  the  Spa- 
nish ill  usage  towards  us,  having  proposed  at  Lon- 
don not  only  to  indemnify  us  in  what  they  pro- 
jected there  concerning  his  Majesty's  engaging  to 
the  Swede,  but  likewise  a  share  of  his  own  charge 
likely  to  arise  upon  a  war :  all  which,  ever  since 
the  peace,  they  have  been  content  to  forget,  and 
now  would  put  us  upon  a  necessity  of  engaging  to 
advance  the  Swedish  subsidies.  I  farther  repre- 
sented to  the  Spanish  Ambassador  the  imprudence 
of  their  councils  in  raising  this  difficulty  in  the 
first  payment  to  the  Swedes,  by  the  easiness  where- 
of they  might  have  possessed  themselves  of  the 
ffuaranty,  and  thereby  entered  into  confidence  with 
Sweden,  secured  them  fi:om  thinking  of  any  other 
measures,  and  pursued  the  finishings  of  our  wprk^ 


I    I 


78  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

by  any  particular  concerts,  without  danger  or  un- 
kindness. 

I  urged  all  this  so  far,  that  though  the  Spanish 
Ambassador  persisted  in  affirming  that  the  orders 
from  Spain  to  the  Constable,  as  well  as  to  himself, 
were  positive  in  the  case  of  not  paying  the  money 
without  the  particular  concert;  yet  he  at  last  joined 
with  me  very  freely  in  blaming  the  weakness  and 
unhappiness  of  the  Spanish  councils  upon  these 
particulars,  and  wondering  how  the  Marquis Castel- 
Rodrigo  could  suffer  the  dispatch  of  such  orders* 
The  next  morning  the  Baron  d*Isola  came  to  me, 
and  entertained  me  with  long  discourses  of  what 
passed  between  hin|i  and  the  Spanish  Ambassador 
in  consequence  of  what  I  had  said  the  night  be- 
fore :  and  the  sum  of  all  was,  as  I  imagined,  to 
sound  me  whether  I  would  be  induced  to  enter  the 
concert,  upon  the  Spanish  Ambassador's  promising 
me  an  indemnity  from  Spain  for  the  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  crowns  a  month  insisted  upon  by  the 
Swedes  to  be  secured  to  them  from  the  King. 
Upon  this  insinuation  I  resolved  to  take  no  hold 
at  all ;  because  if  his  Majesty  should  ever  resolve 
to  promise  the  advance  of  the  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  crowns  in  case  of  a  war,  I  thought  it 
would  be  better  trusting  to  gain  his  satisfaction  by 
negotiating  in  Spain  to  that  purppse,  upon  the 
grounds  given  of  so  many  overtures  by  the  Spanish 
Ministers  both  at  London,  Brussels,  and  here,  than 
by  taking  a  promise  or  instrument  here  from  this 
Ambassador  (as  the  Baron  says)  beyond  his  power, 
and  especially  whose  secrecy  in  it  we  cannot  much 
reckon  upon ;  whereas  the  publishing  any  such 
thing  may  have  ill  consequences  of  jealousy  be- 
tween us  and  the  Dutch.  Therefore  I  contented 
myself  to  tell  the  Baron  that  I  was  at  the  end  of 
tny  line,  and  could  proceed  no  farther  than  I  had 
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done  already :  that  his  Majesty  had  ordered  me  to 
give  the  guaranty  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
confederates,  upon  payment  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand crowns,  according  to  the  Spanish  Ambassa^ 
dor's  own  act :  that  he  thought  the  Spaniards  had 
no  right  to  press  us  upon  the  particular  concert, 
which  yet  he  would  be  ready  to  consider  of  when 
the  confederates  thought  fit;  and  in  the  mean 
time  was  very  sincerely  resolved  to  perform  the 
guaranty  if  there  shoufd  be  occasion  for  it. 

Monsieur  Marechal  pressed  me  something  harder 
upon  entering  into  a  conference  with  him  and  tlie 
Dutch  Deputies,  which  I  promised  before  my  last, 
but  have  excused  till  Monday  next,  in  the  mean 
time  to  prepare  matter  for  it.  He  desired  to  know 
if  I  had  yet  any  p9wers  to  promise  the  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  crowns  projected  at  London 
(as  he  ever  insists  to  be  secured  by  his  Majesty), 
without  which  he  did  not  see  any  thing  to  be  done 
here :  I  told,  him  directly,  I  had  not.  He  then 
asked  me  to  w^hat  end  we  should  confer,  since 
without  that  the  concert  could  not  be  framed,  nor, 
consequently,  the  present  money  paid :  and  com- 
plained that  the  want  of  this  concert  was  of  pre- 
sent prejudice  to  them  alone,  though  it  depended 
equally  upon  the  consent  of  the  other  confederates. 
I  answered  him,  that  till  I  received  new  orders,  he 
should  never  find  me  vary  from  those  I  had  so  often 
told  him ;  which  were  to  see  first  in  what  propo- 
sals Sweden  and  Holland  could  agree,  and  then 
represent  it  to  his  Majesty,  whose  answer  could  be 
of  no  long  delay ;  and  that  I  suppose  will  be  the 
ituit  of  our  conference.  He  said,  he  thought  they 
and  Holland  were  agreed  upon  all  points  out  one, 
that  is,  in  the  number  and  kind  of  forces,  accord- 
ing to  the  first  projected  concert,  and  in  Holland's 
assuring  them  a  fourth  part  of  the  sixty  thousand 
crowns. 
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That  which  they  differed  upon  was,  that  whereas 
Spain  offered  a  promise  of  the  other  thirty  thou^ 
sand, crowns,  they  expected  we  and  Holland  should 
likewise  warrant  that  payment,  because  their  en^ 
gagement  for  sixteen  thousand  men  upon  the  con-i 
cert,  would  be  to  us  and  not  to  Spain,  and  it  was 
no  reason,  if  Spain  failed  of  that  payment,  they 
should  yet  stand  enga^d  to  us  for  the  whole  num- 
ber of  men.  I  told  him,  I  doubted  much  that  if 
this  point  were  still  between  them,  they  were  not 
very  near  agreeing :  and  he  said  he  would  speak 
with  Monsieur  de  Witt  once  more  upon  it  before 
the  conference.  But  I  doubt  this  will  not  hinder 
them  from  coming  to  some  proposal  to  be  made 
bis  Majesty  of  something  they  shall  agree  in.  I 
am,  &c. 

To  the  Prince  of  Tuscany.  Au  Prince  de  Toscane. 

Hague,  Dec.  5,  La  Haye^  le  5  Dec. 

Sir,  N.  S.  1669.  Monsieur,  N.  S.  1669. 

I  SHOULD  not  have  deferred  the  Je  n*aurois  pas  perdu  un  mo' 

acknowledgments  I  owe  your  ment  d  marquer  la  reconnm^ 

Highness  forthehonour  of  your  sance  queje  aois  ^  V.  A.de  Vhon' 

letter,  if  I  had  not  been  pursued  neur  queue  m* a  fait  par  sa  let- 

with  a  great  illness  at  the  time  ire,  st  dans  le  mime  terns  qu*eUe 

I  received  it:  and  I  would  not  mefut  rendue^je  n*eusse  et(  atr 

acquit  myself  t)f  this  duty  by  taque  d*une  viotente  maladie,  Je 

any  other  hand  but  my  own,  n*ay  pas  votdu,  je  Pavouerai, 

because  I  am  sure  there  is  none  m^acquitter  de  ce  aevoir  par  une 

6o  pleased  or  so  ready  to  engage  maine  itrangere,  4*  ceta  merit 

in  the  occasions  of  your  ser-  de  ce  qu*il  me  semhle,  qu*il  n^y  a 

vice.    I   am  extreme  glad  of  que  la  mienne  qui  sente  autant 

your  Highness's  happy  arrival  aeplaisir,  Sf  s^ employe  avec  aU' 

at  Florence;  where  I  wish  you  tant  d^qffection,desquHlestqui' 

all  the  felicities  that  ouffht  to  siion  de  quelque  cnose  qui  re^ 

be  destined,  as  they  are  due,  to  garde  F.  A.  if  son  service.    Je 

so  great  a  merit :  and  I  hope,  prens  beaucoup  de  part  ^  Vheu- 

that  after  the  glorious  fatigues  reu^e  arrvoee  de  V.  A,  h  Fkh 

which  have  hitherto  been  the  rence;jesouhaitequ*elleygoute 

diversion  ofyour  Highness,  you  toutes  les  prosperitez  deues  Sf 

will  now  find  pleasure  in  the  sans  doute  destinies  ^  un  merite 

softness  of  repose.  comme  le  sien.     J^esperCy  qt/^ 
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For  myself^  I  shall  ney  er  think 
I  am  happy  till  I  have  paid  my 
I'espects  to  your  Highness  in 
your  own  Court ;  and  I  envy  no 
inan  at  present  but  my  Lord 
Falconbridge,  who  is  going  on 
fm  embassy  into  so  fine  a  cli- 
mate, and  among  such  conver- 
sations as  those  of  Italy,  where 
wit  and  weather  are  equally 
f^lear,  while  I  languish  in  a 
country  where  we  breathe  no- 
thing but  mists,  and  discourse 
pf  nothing  but  business. 


To  confirm  this  last,  I  canr 
Ifiot  end  my  letter  without  tell- 
ing your  Highness,  that  after 
so  many  shocks  the  triple  alli- 
ance has  borne  for  some  time^ 
and  so  many  presages  of  its 
death,  there  is  wi&in  these 
two  days  some  appearance  of 
its  recovery,  unless  any  unex- 
pected accident  should  occa- 
i^ion  a  relapse. 

Justice  is  so  essential  amon^ 
the  qualities  of  a  great  Prince, 
that  I  will  not  doubt  but  your 
Highness  does  me  that  of  be- 
lieving me  always  with  equal 
?a8sion  and  truth,  Sir,  your 
lighness's,  &c. 


T5 

apres  les  glorieuses  fotigues  qui 
ont  Jdit  jusqu*icy  les  divertissC" 
mens  de  V,  A,  elle  va  trowoer 
quelque plaisir  dans  les  douceurs 
du  repos. 

Pour  moy^je  ne  serai/ jamais  . 
content  de  lajortune^  queje  n*ay 
Jait  la  reverence  h  V,  A.  danssa 
propre  Cour ;  df  a  theure  qu^il 
est,  le  seul  homme  que  j^envie 
dans  le  monde^  c^est  my  Lord 
Fakonbridge^que  son  ambassade 
va  conduire  dans  un  si  beau  clir 
matf  Sf  oil  il  va  gouter  tous  les 
charmes  attachez  aux  delicates 
SfspiritueUesconversations  d*Jta^, 
lie;  il  trouvera  la  les  jours  Sf 
les  esprits  egalement purs  ^  bril^ 
lansf  &  pour  moy^  mon  partage 
est  de  languir  dans  un  pats  ou 
Von  ne  respire  que  des  brouil^ 
lards  f  8i  ou  Pon  nejait  que  par* 
ler  d'affaires. 

J'ay  deja  un  peu  contract^ 
de  ce  genie;  8f  pour  le  prouver 
h  V.  A,  c^est  que  je  ne  sqaurois 
echeverma  lettre  sans  luy  dire^ 
qu'  apres  tant  de  secousses  que  la 
triple  alliance  a  souffertes  depuis 
quelque  tems^  8t  tant  de  sinistra 
presages  qui  ontannoncesa  mort^ 
ily  a  pourtant  depuis  deux  jours 
quelque  apparence  qu'il  va  re- 
vivre  h  moins  qu'un  accident  an* 
opine  ne  cause  sa  rechute. 

La  Justice  est  une  de  ces  quali* 
tez  s%  essentielles  h  un  grand 
Prince  y  queje  ne  veuxpas  mime 
soupgonner  que  V.A,me  re/use 
celle  de  me  croire  toujouars  ce  que 
je  suis  avec  tant  de  passion  St€li 
veritiy  SiC. 
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To  the  Constable  of  Castile.  Au  Conn6table  de  Castile* 

Hague,  Dec.  5,  De  la  Haye^  le  5  Dec. 

My  Lord,  N.  S.  16*69.  Monsieur^  S.  N.  1669. 

Though  it  will  he  difficult  to  Quoi/qu'il  soit  Uen  difficile  d^a- 

add  any  thing  to  the  arguments  jouter  quelque  chose  aux  raisons 

used  in  my  last  letter,  and  in  dont  je  me  suis  servi  dans  ma 

other  memorials   sent  so  fre-  demiere  lettre  ^    V,  E,  S;  qui 

quently  to  the  Spanish  Ambas-  d^ailleurs  sont  repandties  S;  ont 

sador,  upon  the  subject  of  the  StS  repetees  en  tant  de  divers  mC' 

payment  already  due  to  the  moires envoves d  Monsieter I* Ant' 

Crown  of  Sweden,  and  so  so-  bassadeurtrEspagne^tozcchantle 

lemnly  stipulated  by  the  act  of  payementdejaaeu  d  la  Couronne 

May  9,  signed  by  the  said  Am-  de  Suede,  8(  si  solennement  ac- 

bassador,  and  afterwards  rati-  corde  St  stipule  par  Vacte  du  9 

fied  by  the  Queen  Regent:  how-  de  Mai^  qui  a  ete  signe  par  le 

ever  I  would  not  fail  in  this  im-  dit  Ambassadeur,  5f  ratifiSdepuis 

portant  conjuncture,  to  make  par  laReine  Rr^ente:  Je  n*ay 

this  last  effort  to  dispose  your  pourtant pas  voulu  dans  une  con- 

Excellency  to  the  quick  exe-  joncture  si  importante  negliger 

cation  of  a  counsel  so  just  and  dejaire  un  dernier  effort,  hjin 

necessary   to    the    repose    of  de  tacher  h  disposer  V.  JE.  a  yme 

Christendom  as  well  as  the  pre-  prompte  execution  dans  une  af- 

serration  of  Spain ;  and  of  such  jaire  si  juste,  si  necessaire  d^aiU 

importance  to  the  honour  of  lettrs  au  repos  de  la  Chritiente, 

your  Excellency,  who  never  can  au^si  bien  qu'h  la  conservation  (f 

defend  yourself  against  the  com-  Espagne;  jajouteray,  si  import 

plaints  of  having  by  little  scru-  tante  a  I'honneur  de  V.  E.  pent 

pies  lost  the  success  of  so  great  itre  sera-t4lhorsdev6trepouvoit 

an   affair,   and  neglected   the  de  parer  aux  reproches  ^  aux 

fruits  of  an  alliance  whereof  all  plaintcs  d* avoir  par  de  petits 

Christendom  hath  spoke  with  scrupules  renonce  au  succes  d^une 


so  much  applause,  and  hoped 
from  it  so  much  felicity. 


si  grande  affaire,  S(  neglige  les 

Jruits  d^une  alliance   dont  la 

ChretientS  a  parte  avec  de  si 

grands  applattdissemens,  Sfdont 

elle  se  promettoit  tant  dejoye  S; 

deprosperiti, 

I  do  not  desire  to  importune        Je  n^ ay  pas  dessein  dHmpor* 

your  Excellency  by  a  repeti-    tuner  V.  E.par  la  repetition  de 

tion  of  things  alreaoy  said;  and    choses  deja  cent  jfois  dites  ;   Bs 

1  have  nothing  new  to  add,  but    toui  ce  que  je  puis  ajouter  de 

the  consideration  of  Monsieur    nouveau,  route  sur  le  depart  de 

Marechal  the  Minister  of  Swe-     Monsieur  Marechal,  le  Mini' 

den*s  departure,  after  long  im-    stre  de  la  Suede,  qui  apres  bien 

patience,  and  much  discontent    de  impatiences,  apres  tant  de 

at  the  proceedings  of  Spain  in    pourparlers  inutiks,  enfin  we- 
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n^l  the  negotiations  where  he 
has  intervened  for  eight  or  nine 
months  past.     Before  he  went 
he  demanded  back  from  me  the 
act  of  guaranty  signed  by  Swe- 
den, and  placed  in  my  hands 
with  the  other  acts  to  be  con- 
signed into  the  hands  of  the 
Spanish  Ambassador  upon  pay- 
ment of  the  200,000  crowns  to 
Sweden:  and  in  the  mean  time, 
he  consented  entirely,  that  I 
should  give  back  to  the  said 
Ambassador  his  act  of  the  9th 
of  May,  by  which  he  was  obli- 
ged to  the  said  payment  upon 
^e  consiening  of  tne  said  gua- 
ranties :  but  I  used  all  my  en- 
deavours to  keep  the  said  gua- 
ranty of  Sweden    some  time 
longer   in  my  hands,   hoping 
jour  Excellency  would  yet  in 
a  few  days  acknowledge  the 
obligation  and  necessity  of  ad- 
vancing this  satisfaction  to  Swe- 
den, so  long  due  and  demand- 
ed.   And  as  yet  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  deliver  the  three  said 
guaranties  to  the  Spanish  Am« 
bassador,  as  soon  as  he  shall 
have  given  the  said  money  to 
the  Swedish  Resident  here:  but 
if  this  affair  be  delayed  till  Mon- 
sieur Marechal  has  represented 
it  to  the  King  his  Master,  as  he 
was  resolved  to  do  upon  his 
departure;  or  till  the  Swedish 
Minister's  resident  here  shall 
have  received  an  answer  to  the 
dispatches  they  sent  about  three 
weeks  ago,  upon  the  spight  and 
despair  they  were  in  at  the  bad 
success  of  this  affair :  in  either 
of  these   cases,  I  leave  your 
Excellency  to  judge,  whether 
there  will  be  any  hopes  that  the 
Swedish  Court,  soured  by  the 
ill  treatment  and  angry  repre- 


contentdeVEspagneaviant  qt^on 

le  peui  etrey  &;  ayant  sur  le  coeur 

Vinntilite  des  negotiations  ou  an 

Vajait  interveniry  S^  qui  ont  con-> 

sume  netifmoisy  presse  son  de* 

part,S^va  tout  reveler  au  Roy  son 

Maitre;  il  me  redemande  avant 

son  retour  Pacte  de  guarantiesig' 

nepar  la  Suede,  ^  remisenire  me* 

mains  avec  les  autres  actes^pour 

Stre  ensuite  depose  entre  les  mains 

de  Monsieur  P  Ambassadeur  iT 

Espagne  lots  que  les  200,000 

ecus  auront  etepayesdlaCouroH' 

ne  de  Suede.    En  meme  terns  il 

m*a  declare  quil  consentoit plei-' 

nement  que  l*acte  du  9  de  Mai 

Jait  par  le  dit  Ambassadeur,  &; 

dans  lequel  il  s^obligeoit  au  dit 

payementy  sur  la  remise  des  gua'- 

rantiesy  if  lequel  actefay  dussi 

entre  les  mains;  que  cet  acte,  dis 

jcyjut  rendu  ^  rAmbassadeur 

d* Espagne^  J*ay  fait  de  grands 

efforts  pour  reienir  encore  qutU 

ques  jours  les  dites  guaranties 

entre  mesmains,  danst  esperance 

que  V,  E.  informee  de  tout  en 

peu  dejoursy  sentiroit  la  justice 

8f  la  necesstte  de  satisfaire  la 

Suede;  U  y  a  longtems  que  la 

chose  luy  a  etS promise^  par  con" 

sequent  il  y  a  longtems  qu^elle 

luy  est  deue;  eUe  a  ite  souvent 

demandeCy  eUe  Vest  encore  au" 

jourdhuyy  8f  ^  Vheure  quejecris 

je  sttis  en  pouvoir  de  livrer  let 

trois   guaranties    h    Monsieur 

VAmbassadeur  d'EspagnCy  aus" 

sitot  quil  aura  fait  mettre  Var* 

gent  au  Mimstre  de  Suede,  qui 

est  encore  icy,     Mais  suppose 

que  V affaire  soit  ou  negligee  ou 

retardee  jusqu  d  ce  que  le  Mi- 

hist  re  ait  envoy?  son  memoire 

£c  sa  relation  d  la  Cour  de  son 

MattrCy  8f  quHl  l*ait  instruit  de 

la  situation  ou  toutes  choses  etoi- 
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sentations  of  their  Ministers, 
will  then  give  us  the  means,  we 
possess  at  present,  to  finish  this 
great  work :  and  how  necessary 
it  will  be  to  follow  the  late  im- 
pressions made  in  that  Court  as 
soon  as  possible,  by  liew  ones 
to  their  entire  satisfaction.  For 
as  sood  as  Spain  shall  be  in 
possession  of  the  guaranties  of 
all  the  confederates,  one  may 
jBay,  that  not  only  all  the  ap- 
ipearances  are  safe,  but  also  that 
Ihe  substance  itself  is  finished. 
And  if  any  forms  remain  to-^ 
wards  the  last  perfection  of  the 
iMrork,  there  must  be  time  given 
io  concert  them,  without  ha- 
iwrding  the  gross  of  the  affair. 


i  desire  your  Excellency  to 
(consider,  that  such  occasions 
as  you  have  at  present  in  your 
hands  are  not  usually  given 
twice  to  men,  and  that  they 
commonly  lose  their  force  by 
a  slowness  in  laying  hold  of 
them.  But  I  cannot  apprehend 
go  sad  an  effect  from  the  pru- 
dence and  good  intentions  of 
your  Excelkncy:  at  least,  I 


ent  au  moment  de  son  deparii 
suppose  mime  que  par  les  delais 
,  on  donne  le  terns  aux  Ministres 
de  Suede  de  recevoir  la  reponse 
aux  memoires  q^^Us  envot/erent 
Ut/  a  trois  semaines  tOus  remplis 
du  depit  8(  du  desespoir  de  voir 
leprojet  se  reduire d  Hen:  Vune 
ou  r autre  de  ces  deux  choses  sup^ 
posies  (8f  F.  JS.  xk)U  quon  les 
pent  supposer  toiites  deux)  il  est 
aisi  de  juger  que  la  Cour  de 
Suede^  nigrie  ae  PEspagnepar 
toutes  les  choses  que  ses  Mini' 
sires  lu^  auront  representees,  ne 
voudra  plus  nous  continuer  le 
moyen  que  nous  avons  encore  de 
Jimr  ce  grand  ouvrage.  V.E, 
voit  done  de  quel  importance  il 
est  de  poursuivre  les  denneres 
impressions  que  la  Suede  a  eues 
jusq^  icyy  par  la  nouveUe  d*une 
prompte  of  entiere  conclusion: 
Car  aussitdt  que  VEspagne  serd 
en  possession  des  guaranties  de 
tous  les  confederezj  on  pourrd 
dire  que  non  seulement  toutes  les 
apparences  seront  sauvSes,  mais 
qu  on  aura  mime  pourvd  aujbnd 
de  la  chose.  Que  s'il  manquoit 
quelques  formalitez  ^  la  perfect 
tion  de  cet  ouvrage,  il  nejaudrd 
que  du  terns;  car  comnie  toui 
sera  dispose  d  une  entiere  con^ 
dtision,  on  ajustera  tout  ^  loisir^ 
sans  que  le  gros  de  l^ affaire  s(^ 
en  danger. 

Jeprie  F.Ei  defaire  r^lexi^ 
on  que  des  circonstancespareiUes 
^  ceUes  que  vous  avez  present* 
ment  comme  sous  la  matn,  n'oni 
pas  accoutume  de  s^qffrir  deux 
Jbis  h  une  mime  personne;  que 
c*est  leur  laisser  perdre  de  ieur 
force  y  que  de  differ er  h  sen  saisin 
Mais  la  prudence  8f  les  bonnes 
intentions  de  V.  E»  me  rassureni 
contre  la  crainted^un  evenemeni 
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i^eil  comfort  mysdfthat  I  have  tijuneste.  J*auroisduimnn$Ui 
done  my  utmost  duty  towards  consolation  (Pun  komme  qui  a 
prerenting  so  great  a  misfor-  foU  son  devoir^  8^  qui  n^a  rien 
X\me  to  Christendom.  I  am,  ouhlii pour  emirgnerun  si  grand 
my  Lord,  your,  &c.  thalkeur  h  la  ChritientK    Je 

suiSf  SiCk 

To  Mr.  Cary^ 

Sir,  ^       HaguCj  Dec.  6,  N.  S.  1669w 

1  VERY  much  wonder  to  hear  from  Mr.  Andros  thd 
difficulties  you  make  in  delivering  the  tin  accord- 
ingto  my  last  order;  and  that  you  thereby  occa- 
sion so  much  prejudice  to  the   King's  service, 
which  I  thought  you  would  have  advanced  all  you 
could,  when  I  writ  to  you  to  desire  your  care  in 
that  business.     But  that  you  may  understand  what 
you  call  my  commission  to  you ;  I  will  let  you 
know  that  1  had  no  power  to  give  any  orders  at  all 
about  that  matter,  but  in  pursuance  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury's  commands;  and 
therefore  new  orders  being  arrived  from  them  by 
Major  Andros,  they  are  to  be  obeyed  in  what  con* 
cams  the  tin  business.     I  desire  you  once  again  to 
comply  with  him  readily  in  the  delivery  of  the  tin* 
according  to  the  last  letter  wrote  you  upon  that 
subject;  and  do  absolutely  disown  you  in  all  diffi^ 
culties  you  shall  make  upon  pretence  of  any  order 
from  me:   and  if  you  continue  to  delay  it  any 
longer,  shall  upon  the  first  notice  of  it  write  effec* 
tuaUy  to  the  Constable  to  do  his  Majesty  justice 
in  it,  and  me  in  particular,  who  neither  expected 
nor  deserved  this  dealing  from  you*    Your  servants 

To  Mqjor  Andros. 

Sirt,  Hague^  Dec.  6,  N.S.  1669^ 

Since  the  writing  of  this  I  received  yours  of  the 
4tb,  complaining  still  of  Mr.  Gary's  refusal  to  de« 
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liver  the  tin  ;  whereupon  I  have  written  him  the 
inclosed  letter,  which  is  as  much  as  I  can  say  in 
it :  if  he  continues  his  impertinence  still,  I  suppose 
it  will  be  at  his  own  cost,  since  your  protest :  and 
if  you  will  send  me  word  what  are  the  ways  of  pro- 
ceeding against  him,  I  shall  write  either  to  the  Con- 
stable, or  to  the  Governor  of  Ostend,  or  Sir  Mark 
Ognate,  at  Bruges,  to  favour  your  dispatch.  I  am> 
Sir,  your  servant. 


To  the  Prince  Regent  of  For* 
tugaL 

Hague,  Dec«  8, 
Sir,  N.  S.  1669. 

Though  nothing  coiild  happen 
more  acceptable  to  me,  than  the 
occasion  which  the  Portugal 
Ambassador  lately  gave  me,  not 
only  of  promoting  the  peace  so 
much  desired  between  Portugal 
and  this  State,  (both  friends  and 
confederates  of  the  King  my 
Master)  but  also  of  shewing 
some  little  mark  of  my  great 
devotion  for  the  Queen  my  Mis- 
tress; yet  I  confess,  my  satis- 
faction was  much  encreased  by 
your  Royal  Highness's  letter, 
when  I  mund  how  acceptable 
that  small  service  was  to  you. 
I  do  not  in  the  least  pretend  to 
deserve  the  thanks  your  Royal 
Highness  is  pleased  to  give  me, 
at  least,  not  upon  any  other  ac- 
coimt,  than  that  of  desiring  by 
all  means  to  seek  other  and 
greater  occasions  of  being  ser- 
viceable to  your  Royal  High- 
ness, and  to  the  afiairs  of  Por- 
tugal ;  and  in  so  doing  I  may 
have  some  better  pretence  to 
your  Royal  Highness's  favour, 
wherewith  you  are  pleased  to 
honour  me. 


Principi  Portugallis* 


Haga  ComitiSf  Dec.  8,  N,  S* 
Seren,  Princejos^  1669. . 

Quanquam  nihil  mihi  gratius 
istd  occasione  accidere  potuissety 
quam  mihinuper  prcehuit  Domi* 
nus  Legatus  PortugaUue^  non 
modo  exoptatam .  utrinque  con", 
cordiam   Sf  Jinem  litium  inter 
PortugallicB  Sf  Fcederati  Belgii 
Status  (tUrosque  Regi  Domino 
meo  amicos  adebSicon/tederatos) 
promovendiy  sed  8^  eodem  nomine 
immensierga  ReginamDominam 
meam  ohsequii  saltern  exiguum 
aliquodspegimen  exhibendi;  auc' 
tarn  tamen  Sf  cumtdatam  plane 
ex  Uteris  A.  F.  R,  oblectattonem 
meamjuisse  confiteor^  cum  ilR 
tarn  acceptum  extitisse  istudqua' 
lecunque  offlcium  summa  cum  xxh 
luptate percepissem*  Esa  me  au» 
tern  necgratias^  quasmihi  digna- 
ta  est  A,  V,R,  meruisse prceferoy 
saltern  non  alio  nomine  quam 
summi  istius  quo  teneor  destderii 
alteriores  aliquas  Sf  majores  oC' 
casiones  consequendiy  quibus  de- 
votissimum  prorsus  in  A.  V,R. 
^  res  Portugallia  studium  me^ 
um  testari  potero,  benevotenti' 
amque  istam   cujus    testimonio 
me  tarn  eximie  ornatum  voluit^ 
omni  meliore  modo  demereri. 
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.  I  wiA  your  Royal  Highness         Valeat  interim  A.  V.  R.  nie* 
j^  healthy  and  am.  Sir,  &c.  que  semper  inter  pracipuos  glo^ 

rice  stuB  cultores^  rehusque  suis 
addictissimoSf  cestimare  velit. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor^. 

Sir,  Hague,  Dec.  10,  N.  S.  I66ii 

I  RECEIVED  yesterday  yours  of  the  23d  past,  toge-' 
ther  with  his  Majesty's  instructions  ojf  the  22dj 
and  could  have  wished  Mr.  Werden  had  brought 
them  with  him  for  a  reserve,  though  not  to  have 
been  communicated  till  the  last  minute  of  his  stay^ 
and  the  despair  of  all  other  trials,  for  by  that  me^ns 
we  might  have  kept  the  business  entire  j  whereas 
now,  though  it  may  recover  some  life,  yet  I  much 
doubt  whether  it  ever  can,  the  strength  and  health 
of  its  first  constitution ;  for  besides  so  great  and  so 
many  jealousies  as  are  entered  into  it  on  all  sides, 
I  count  Monsieur  Marechal's  going  away  a  very  ill 
accident  j  and  can  yet  make  no  guess  how  Mon- 
sieur Appleboorae  will  acquit  himself  whenever  we 
shall  come  to  the  payment  of  the  i^ubsidies,  though 
Monsieur  Marechal  was  so  forward  as  to  make  it 
sure ;  but  Mr.  Werderi  can  tell  you  how  different 
sorts  of  men  they  are ;  and  for  aught  I  see,  all  busi^ 
nesses  depend  upoii  the  qualities  of  the  men  that 
manage  them ;  which  (considering  the  ill  success 
of  this)  is  all  I  shall  say  in  answer  of  your  complin 
ment  to  me  j  that  it  is  in  very  good  hands. 

I  gave  you  an  account  in  my  last,  of  the  bold 
advance  the  Dutch  had  made  to  the  Constable,  of 
signing  their  part  of  their  concert  alone  immedi^ 
ately  upon  the  payment  of  the  two  hundred  thou* 
sand  crowns.  We  expect  every  day  the  answer  to 
this  proposition ;  and  finding  one  clause  of  my  in- 
strutitioiis  to  command  the  suppressing  them,  in 
case  I  find,  either  before  or  after  their  arrival^  that 
the  money  would  be  paid  according  to  the  treaty 
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of  May  last,  I  thought  it  agreeable  to  what  I  con- 
ceive of  his  Majesty's  intentions,  for  me  to  take  no 
notice  of  them  till  I  see  what  this  return  from  the 
Constable  will  produce ;  and  in  case  it  be  followed 
by  the  payment  of  the  money,  to  expect  his  Ma- 
jesty's farther  orders  before  1  proceed  upon  them. 
If  the  Constable  still  insist  to  have  the  concert 
jointly  signed,  I  shaU  then  fall  into  the  considera- 
tion of  it  with  the  Swedes  and  Dutch  Ministers, 
and  endeavour  to  bring  it  to  an  issue,  according  to 
his  Majesty's  instructions,  but  so  as  not  to  prosti^ 
tute  our  offer  till  we  have  assurance  that  no  more 
difficulties  will  be  made  by  Spain ;  nor  any  changes 
desired  in  that  concert  which  has  so  long  been 
framed,  and  in  which  I  have  not  observed  the  least 
inclination  in  any  of  the  Ministers  here  to  admit  of 
any  alterations.  I  suppose  it  is  not  his  Majesty's 
intention  I  should  consent  to  the  concert,  but  in 
conjunction  with  the  Swede  as  Well  as  the  Dutch, 
in  case  the  first  should  not  be  induced  to  it,  or  raise 
new  difficulties :  and  according  to  this  apprehen^ 
sion  I  shall  proceed.  In  all  which  points  I  am  more 
distinct,  that  you  may  find  whether  I  understand 
his  Majesty's  meaning  right,  and  may  please  ac- 
cordingly to  inform  and  direct  me :  for  the  paces, 
as  they  are  much  more  difficult,  so  they  ought  to 
be  much  more  cautious  in  a  Minister  when  his  in* 
structions  are  numerous  and  particular,  as  mine  are 
grown  in  this  affair.  And  you  may  be  very  confi- 
dent when  they  are  once  given,  they  shall  be  punc- 
tually observed  to  the  best  that  I  Can  understand 
them.  And  in  that  itself,  I  thank  God,  I  have  not 
y^t  failed ;  and  desire  nothing,  of  my  Master  and 
my  friends  more  than  that  I  may  be  the  first  to  hear 
01  it  when  I  do4 

I  did  enclose  the  last  memorial  I  sent  the  States 
upon  the  business  of  Surinam ;  and  spok^  with 
Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen  isince  my  last  upon  it. 
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He  protests,  that  for  his  part  he  is  of  opinion  (and 
so  are  most  of  his  province),  to  give  us  just  what 
we  ask  in  that  matter ;  but  that  we  must  excuse 
the  delays  of  their  constitution,  when  the  dissent 
of  one  province  makes  the  resolutions  of  all  the 
other  lame.  He  confessed^  that  though  Zealand 
had  consented  to  what  I  mentioned  in  two  of  my 
late  letters,  yet  they  had  ordered  their  deputies  to 
delay  the  conclusion  of  it  for  a  while ;  so  as  they 
had  been  forced  to  write  once  more  to  convince 
them  of  the  necessity  which  Holland  thought  thef  e 
was  to  dispatch  it  speedily  as  well  as  effectually : 
and  he  hoped  for  a  sudden  and  good  answer  from 
them. 

The  Ministers  here  have  been  earnest  with  m6 
to  propose  to  his  Majesty,  to  go  the  same  or  equal 
pace  with  them  in  laying  Impositions  upon  the 
French  commodities;  which,  they  think,  would 
prove  the  greatest  parsimony  that  either  of  u4 
could  use,  and  be  a  greater  blow  to  France  than 
armies  could  givie.  And  they  say,  in  case  his  Ma- 
jesty should  resolve  upon  it,  they  would  go  as  far 
as  he  pleased  in  it ;  whereas,  without  that,  they 
must  be  something  tenderer  than  they  would  be. 
-  They  would  fain  engage  me  likewise  to  propose 
to  his  Majesty  their  joimng  with  us  in  equal  pro- 
portion of  ships  and  men  for  the  carrying  on  a  w^t 
against  Algiers :  but  I  suppose  their  end  is,  that 
they  may  be  comprehended  likewise  in  a  peace 
with  them,  which  may  perhaps  be  our  farthest  aim : 
and  so  I  tell  them  this  might  have  been  a  welcome 
proposal  when  we  began  to  set  out  our  fleet ;  but 
can  signify  little  now  the  action  seems  near  ati  end: 
however,  that  such  things  d,re  fitter  to  be  proposed 
by  their  own  Ambassador  in  England  than  by  me: 
and  I  mention  them  that  you  may  be  prepared,  in 
case  he  receive  instructions  to  propose  them  there. 
I  am  always  as  becomes  me,  &c. 

o  2 


84  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple^ 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

Sir,  Hague,  Dec.  13>  N,  S.  1669^ 

Though  I  had  liberty  given  me  by  your  last  of  the 
2d  past,  to  make  use  of  my  late  ini^tructions  as  soon 
as  I  pleased,  the  Constable's  positive  answer  hav- 
ing satisfied  you  what  we  were  to  expect  froitf 
thence;  yet  the  advance . having  since  been  made 
from  the  Dutch^  by  the  offer  I  acquainted  you  with 
to  the  Constable^  I  resolved  still  to  pursue  what  I 
intended  in  my  last,  in  suppressing  wholly  this  in- 
struction till  I  saw  the  Constable's  answer  to  the 
States  letter,  and  what  hopes  that  would  furnish  us 
with  of  obtaining  the  payment  of  the  present  mo- 
ney, without  engaging  his  Majesty  in  the  concert 
Ijeiore  his  measures  were  taken  more  fully  with 
Spain.     But  yesterday  the  Spanish  Ambassador 
Cjame  to  tell  me,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
their  agent  Fonseca,  which  assures  him  that  or- 
ders were  already  sent  me  to  sign  the  concert }  and 
that  his  Majesty  told  him  so  at  the  same  time  when 
he  received  news  of  Don  Juan  de  Toledo's  death. 
I  told  him,  the  authority  was  too  good  to  be  dis- 
puted ;  and  therefore  I  confessed  I  had  received 
orders  to  make  a  farther  advance  for  the  satisfac- 
tion  of  Spain  and  the  confederates,  than  his  Ma- 
jesty had  yet  thought  fit  to  do,  or  esteemed  him- 
self at  all  obliged  to :  l3ut  I  desired  them  to  believe 
there  was  nothing  to  give  them  any  the  least  hopes 
of  his  Msyesty's  charging  himself  with  any  part  of 
the  Swedish  subsidies.    That  if  they,  and  Sweden^ 
and  Holland,  could  agree  upon  that  point,  so  as  to 
dispose  Sweden  to  sign  the  first  concert  that  was 
proposed  at  the  same  time  with  the  guaranty,  his 
Majesty  would  go  very  far  towards  the  conclusion 
of  the  whole  matter.     But  I  assured  him  at  the 
same  time,  that,  though  I  were  agreed  with  Sw^- 
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den  and  Holland  to  make  him  an  offer  of  the  con- 
cert, yet  we  would  not  do  any  thing  towards  it  till 
he  had  powers  to  consign  the  money  immediately, 
without  any  new  dispatches  and  difficulties  from 
Brussels. 

I  found  the  Spanish  Ambassador  had  immediate- 
ly upon  receipt  of  his  letters  from  England,  sent 
an  extract  of  them  to  Monsieur  de  Witt,  as  the 
Baron  d'Isola  had  done  to  Monsieur  Appleboome, 
who  were  both  in  pain  till  they  knew  the  truth 
from  me,  and  sent  to  me  to  that  purpose:  and 
knowing  the  Amlmssador  would  be  as  diligent  to 
inform  the  Constable  as  them,  and  consequently 
influence  any  answer  not  already  given  to  the  Dutch 
letter,  I  resolved  to  go  and  talk  with  them  both 
upon  the  business  and  concert  with  them  what 
course  to  hold  in  the  progress  of  it.  I  could  not 
get  a  time  of  sjpeakin^  with  Monsieur  de  Witt  to 
day,  but  did  witn  Monsieur  Appleboome;  and  much 
to  the  same  purpose  as  I  bad  yesterday  to  the  Spa- 
nish Ambassador,  but  plainer,  and  in  more  confix 
deuce.  AU  that  I  could  get  from  him  was,  that 
he  would  read  over  that  fest  concert  to  day,  and 
consider  whether  he  could  sign  it :  that  it  was  true^ 
Monsieur  Marechal  had  offered  to  sign  something 
like  it,  but  containing  in  the  same  act  the  security 
of  their  future  subsidies,  which  they  were  to  insist 
upon  before  they  sign  it.  I  told  him  all  the  dif- 
ference would  be,  that  whereas  they  contented 
themselves  before  with  Spain's  promise  of  ope  half, 
to  take  it  now  for  three  parts,  if  the  Spaniards 
would  be  persuaded  to  it ;  and  they  had  the  same 
security  for  one  as  for  the  other  (which  I  knew 
they  reckoned  upon),  of  not  furnishing  more  troop? 
than  in  proportion  to  the  money  they  received. 
He  seemed  a  good  deal  unsatisfied  that  the  Spa- 
nish Ambassador  bad  received  the  advicefrom  £ng* 
^andl^efore  the  answer  was  returned  from  the  Con* 
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fltable :  for  ainoe  we  will  make  no  part  of  the  secu« 
rity  for  their  future  subsidies,  I  find  they  would 
very  fain  touch  the  two  hundred  thousand  crowns 
before  they  give  the  concert,  which  they  might 
then  sell  dearer  to  Spain,  or  at  least  make  it  the 
price  of  their  satisfaction  growing  due  by  the  two 
next  payments  of  the  four  hundred  eighty  thousand 
crowns  already  due.  All  ended  between  us  with 
this  promise,  of  acquainting  me  with  his  resolution, 
so  soon  as  he  had  considered  it,  and  the  proposal 
of  a  ccmference  upon  it  with  Monsieur  de  Witt.  I 
find  BQw  the  want  I  always  feared  of  Monsieur 
Marechal,  who  is  not  to  be  retrieved ;  so  that  we 
must  make  our  best  of  what  we  have,  and  do  all 
we  can  to  put  him  out  of  his  pace. 

The  Baron  d'isola  came  to  me  this  afternoon } 
and  the  business  I  found  ^as  to  persuade  me  to 
sign  Monsieur  Mareohal^s  projects,  and  thereby 
charge  his  Majesty  with  the  fifteen  thousand  crowns 
to  Sweden,  but  upoii  a  promise  ffom.  the  Consta- 
ble, of  Sbain  supplying  his  Majesty  with  the  sums 
we  should  furnish  upon  that  engagement.  But  I 
cut  him  off  short  in  that  and  all  other  expedients ; 
^nd  told  him,  if  his  Majesty  were  induced  to  sign 
the  concert,  ^s  it  was  more  than  they  had  any  rea* 
son  to  expect  from  him,  so  it  was  all  they  were  to 
hope  in  this  matter }  and  thei:«fbre  I  desired  him 
to  reckon  upon  it,  and  take  their  measures  accord- 
ing)y.  I  suppose,  by  what  he  said,  his  intentions 
^re  to  go  away  for  Brussels*  within  a  day  or  two, 
and  bri^g  us  a  positive  resolution  of  what  we  are 
to  expect  from  thence  as  to  the  immediate  pay- 
ment, and  their  promise  to  Sweden  of  three  parts 
of  the  future  subsidies :  but  he  will  first  endeavour 
to  know  Monsieur  Appleboome^s  min4  who  will  at 
least  be  stiff  in  this,  that  the  promise  be  made  by 
Spain  to  the  confederates,  and  not  directly  to 
Sweden. 
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Sinc6  my  last,  the  Lunenburg  Envoy  came  to 
desire  me  that  I  would  let  his  Majesty  know  how 
much  his  Masters  esteemed  themselves  honoured 
by  the  overtures  his  Majesty  made  them  of  enter*, 
ing  into  an  alliance,  of  which  he  was  the  head:  that 
thereupon  they  had  ordered  him  to  attend  here 
ever  since,  in  hopes  of  some  farther  proposals  to- 
wards the  engagmg  them  in  it ;  but  that  his  Ma* 
sters  hearing  no  farther  from  hence,  and  finding  that 
by  the  ill  posture  of  our  triple  aUiancey  other  Princes 
of  Germany  were  seeking  other  measures,  they  had 
eommanded  him  to  return  (which  he  should  do 
idl>out  three  weeks  hence),  but  first  to  endeavour 
by  my  hand  to  give  his  Majesty  the  best  testimo- 
nies of  their  affections  to  his  service,  and  good  in- 
tentions towards  the  ends  be  had  so  gloriously  en- 
gaged in.  I  promised  him  to  perform  the  message, 
and  employed  the  rest  of  m v  discourse  in  convin- 
cing him,  how  much  more  the  Princes  of  Germany 
were  concerned  in  the  defence  of  Flanders,  than 
his  Majesty ;  and  that  however,  if  his  Masters  had 
any  expectations  besides  their  own  interests  to- 
wards engaging  them,  they  ought  to  be  from  Hol- 
land, and  not  from  us ;  since  the  most  important 
use  of  their  troops  would  be  to  awe  the  Bishop  of 
Munster,  who  might  otherwise  be  able,  by  the 
French  assistances,  to  divert  all  or  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Dutch  forces  that  way,  and  thereby  leave 
Flanders  open  to  the  French.  He  confessed  both 
these  points ;  and  I  promised  to  do  him  any  good 
offices  I  could  towards  the  Dutch  Ministers. 

The  Deputies  of  the  States  came  this  day  to  me, 
to  assure  me  of  their  desires  and  resolutions  to  sa- 
tisfy his  Majesty  in  the  business  of  Surinam,  but 
that  they  could  not  yet  come  to  a  final  conclusion, 
and  therefore  desired  me  to  have  patience  for  a 
little  longer  time,  after  which  I  might  assure  my- 
self of  a  good  end  in  it*   They  pretended  Monsieur 
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de  Witt's  and  their  chief  Ministers  being  so  much 
taken  up  at  this  time ;  but  upon  discourse  confisss? 
ed,  the  Zealanders  aim  to  have  their  next  ships  ar? 
rive  from  Surinam.  Upon  which  I  fell  into  some 
heat  with  them,  and  told  them»  J  would  never  send 
i;uch  a  message  to  his  Majesty,  such  delays  being 
£tter  for  law-suits  than  public  negotiations ;  at  last 
concluded,  that  because  I  would  a  little  consider 
jtheir  Ministers  being  so  much  taken  up  at  thisi 
pinch)  about  levies  and  other  affairs  agitating  in 
the  States  of  Holland,  I  was  content  to  stay  six 
days  longer  for  their  resolution  in  this  matter, 
upon  condition  I  should  have  it  in  that  time  tp  his 
Majesty's  satisfaction.  To  make  short  o(  a  long 
conference)  this  they  agreed  to  at  last,  and  I  will 
hope  may  keep  their  words,  since  there  was  one  of 
^he  Zealand  Deputies  among  them. 
.  The  task  you  give  me  in  the  end  of  your  letter, 
is,  as  you  say,  a  hard  one ;  for  whatsoever  is  plants 
ed  of  that  kind,  will  not  grow  long  or  well,  but  out 
pf  a  good  root  at  home ;  however,  I  shall  venture 
at  it  here  all  I  can ;  and  dare  undertake  it  shall  not 
thrive  worse  in  this  thap  ip  other  neighbour  ^oil^t 
][  aiU)  ^C, 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Dec.  24,  N.  S.  1669, 

Though  Monsieuj-Oyerkirk  wants  nothing  to  make 
him  welcome  every  where,  but  especially  at  the 
llague,  yet  I  confess  he  was  the  more  so  to  me,  by 
a  letter  ne  brought  me  from  your  Lordship ;  where- 
by I  found  myself  to  be  not  altogether  forgotten 
where  I  desire  most  to  be  remembered,  and  would 
deserve  it  if  I  could.  I  am  very  sensible  that  the 
right  you  say  he  has  done  me  there,  may  rather 
prove  an  ill  office  than  a  good ;  but  however,  I  am 
not  the  less  obliged  by  his  good  meaning,  no|[  th^ 
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more  touched  by  their  ill,  who  are  not  content  I 
ahould  gain  a  little  esteem,  whilst  I  am  content  to 
gain  nothing  else ;  and  where  I  should  not  care  foF 
that  neither,  but  that  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best 
way  any  Minister  can  take  towards  the  advantage 
of  his  Master's  service.  Whilst  your  Lordship  hath 
neither  share  nor  belief  in  the  ill  offices  are  done 
me,  I  shall  very  easily  neglect  what  comes  from 
other  hands,  and  content  myself  with  not  deserv- 
ing fhend,  and  with  the  assurance,  that  time  will  do 
me  right;  and  that  your  Lordship  will  not  lose 
your  confidence  of  me  till  you  haw  told  me  of 
acme  one  action  in  my  whole  life,  that  you  thought 
did  not  become  a  man  you  were  inclined  to  think 
well  of.     And  so  I  will  leave  that  subject. 

I  agree  with  your  Lordship  in  being  sorry  that 
Mr.  Werden  did  not  stay  to  see  the  effect  of  his 
Msnesty's  last  resolution  in  the  great  business  here : 
and  though  the  ill  or  no  entertainments  of  this  place 
might  excuse  his  haste  of  returning,  yet  I  be- 
lieve he  would  have  been  content  a  little  to  delay 
it,  if  he  bad  expected  any  thing  new  from  England ; 
and  for  my  part,  I  wish  nothing  more  thsA  some 
true  witness  of  my  carriage  wherever  I  am  em- 
ployed ;  which  I  doubt  not  he«would  have  proved, 
without  increasing  any  more  than  lessening  my 
faults.     I  shall  do  neither  by  those  of  the  Spani- 
ards, which  your  Lordship  has  so  much  reason  to 
censure  and  reproach :  nor  should  I  be  less  amazed 
at  them,  but  that  I  look  upon  them  as  the  usual 
distractions  of  weak  and  diseased  bodies.     It  is 
certain,  they  have  deserved  so  little  of  us,  that  we 
have  no  reason  at  all  to  concern  ourselves  in  their 
interests  or  dangers,  unless  we  find  they  will  have 
very  strong  and  necessary  consequences  upon  our 
own ;  and  in  that  case  our  growing  angry  with 
ihem  will  only  serve  to  hurt  ourselves ;  and  we  had 
hotter  help  them  to  mend  their  faults^  than  forqe 
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them  by  despair  or  hardships  to  increase  thetti. 
Most  of  the  Ministers  here,  not  knowing  what  to 
make  of  their  late  conduct  in  the  difficulties  upon 
the  Swedish  money,  nor  seeing  well  which,  way  to 
turn  themselves,  in  case  Spain  should  take  its  mea- 
sures with  France  by  an  exchange  of  Flanders,  be- 
gin to  confess  they  have  dealt  too  roughly  with 
them,  in  imposing  not  only  the  laws  of  a  hard 
peace  upon  them,  but  the  Swedish  subsidies  at  the 
same  time,  and  ever  since  refusing  them  their  gua- 
ranty till  those  were  paid  ;  and  seem  to  wish  they 
had  either  accepted  the  first  proposal  I  was  sent 
hither  to  make  them  upon  that  occasion,  or  else 
endeavoured  a  defensive  league  with  them  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  peace  at  Aix ;  I  mean,  if  it 
might  have  been  done  in  conjunction  with  us :  for 
I  think,  while  we  are  content  to  hold  firm  with 
them,  it  were  no  great  matter  to  undertake  they 
shall  never  take  any  measures  without  us,  eithier 
there  or  any  where  else ;  though  I  know  there  are 
reports  in  France  that  would  make  us  believe  it,  if 
we  are  apt  to  those  impressions. 

For  their  detaining  us  so  long  upon  the  point  of 
Surinam,  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  constitution  of 
this  State,  where  the  obstinacy  of  any  one  province 
can  keep  off  a  resolution  of  the  States  General  as 
long  as  they  please,  and  that  happens  oflen  where 
(as  in  this  case)  the  matter  touches  one  province 
by  a  particular  interest,  and  the  rest  only  by  a  ge- 
neral one ;  for,  I  am  sure,  the  province  of  Holland 
and  the  other  five  were  many  months  ago  resolved, 
not  only  to  give  us  in  substance  the  satisfaction  we 
demanded,  but  in  oar  own  forms  too;  till  they 
found  that  Zealand  would  neither  be  persuaded 
ni  gourmande  into  the  same  resolution ;  which  hath 
made  it  bang  so  long,  and  go  over  at  last  defective 
as  to  what  we  expected  about  one  of  our  own  ships, 
though^  as  they  contend,  full  bA  to  what  we  can  in 
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any  way  ground  upon  our  articles.  For  their  great 
arming,  whidi  it  seems  makes  more  noise  with  you 
and  in  France  than  it  does  here ;  I  shall  not  need 
give  ycKir  Lordship  the  particular  of  it,  because 
that  is  done  with  the  other  current  news  by  my 
seoretary  Mr.  Blaithwait  every  week  to  Mr.  WiU 
liamson ;  and  shall  only  mark  what  may  perhaps 
have  escaped  your  Lordship,  that  there  are  yet  no 
actual  levies  here  agreed  upon,  hut  only  officers 
chosen,  agreements  made  with  them,  and  security 
taken  for  their  bringing  in  their  men  at  a  certain 
warning  when  they  shaJl  be  called  upon  by  the 
States :  so  as  the  execution  of  what  is  hitherto  but 
]H*epared  will  depend  upon  the  clearer  discovery 
of  the  French  or  the  Munster  intentions  to  open  a 
war :  both  which  are  expected  here,  and  equally 
feared ;  the  difference  not  being  great  between  the 
danger  of  Flanders  and  their  own :  so  that  I  can 
only  answer  your  Lordship's  question  about  the 
States  meaning  in  this  point ;  that  it  is  Qu^on  ne 
les  trowoe  pas  sous  vert  le  printems  qui  vient ;  and 
that  if  it  must  prove  a  year  of  action,  they  will  not 
be  found  without  arms  in  their  hands,  for  the  bet^ 
ter  making  either  of  peace  or  war.  It  is  a  hard 
attempt  what  your  Lordship  mentions,  to  defend 
their  neighbours  in  spight  of  their  teeth ;  yet  I 
believe,  in  case  Spain  should  come  to  an  exchange 
with  France,  and  any  of  the  towns  of  Flanders 
Should  refuse  to  obey  it,  either  not  to  be  sold  like 
slaves  (as  they  call  it)  by  the  Spaniards,  or  not  to 
be  used  like  slaves  by  the  French ;  you  would  see 
thk  State  protect  them  with  all  their  forces ;  and 
blow  up  any  such  end&  of  a  war  in  Flanders,  rather 
than  venture  it  at  home ;  and  perhaps  endeavour 
to  unite  any  such  new  member  into  the  body  of 
their  State,  by  giving  them  an  eighth  voice  in. 
their  generality,  in  case  it  should  be  such  a  place 
as  ABtw^p,  or  Gheiit,  or  Bruges^  where  they 
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inight  easily  come  with  their  arms  to  defend  it  t 
and  they  have  notice  of  some  such  discourses  al-^ 
ready  a-foot  in  these  parts,  which  they  neglect  not 
to  foment,  as  a  provision  against  such  a  blow  from 
Spain.  In  case  all  they  can  do  should  not  be  of 
force  to  prevent  the  falling  of  Flanders  into  the 
French  hands,  I  believe  their  last  resource  may  be 
to  endeavour  being  received  as  a  circle  into  the 
Empire :  but  in  all  these  transactions  their  chiefest 
care  will  be  to  strengthen  their  union  all  they  can 
with  us,  and  to  embark  us  in  what  they  now  esteem 
the  common  cause,  of  stopping  the  growth  of  the 
French  greatness.  For  though  they  say,  and  with 
truth,  that  we  engaged  them  first  in  the  pursuit  of 
these  measures,  and  the  whole  course  of  their  pre- 
sent counsels ;  yet  they  would  be  much  at  ease  to 
see  us  now  as  wafrm  and  as  deep  in  them  as  they 
are  themselves,  and  would  fain  give  us  the  honoui; 
of  leading  in  them  all. 

The  discourse  your  Lordship  will  possibly  hear 
about  changes  or  decays  in  the  credit  of  the  Mi? 
nistry  here,  I  believe  have  no  farther  source  than 
an  endeavour  in  the  city  of  Amsterdam  to  make 
themselves  more  considered  than  as  a  simple  town 
in  the  provinces ;  since  they  pay  half  of  all  that  is 
laid  upon  the  province  of  Holland,  as  Holland  does 
of  all  that  is  levied  on  the  seven  provinces ;  which 
makes  them  believe  they  ought  at  least  in  some 
degree  to  be  considered  in  the  province  as  Holland 
is  in  the  State ;  which  made  them  employ  all  their 
strength  to  oppose  the  faction  of  Leyden,  Dort, 
Rotterdam,  &c.  who  under  Monsieur  de  Witt's  in- 
fluence have  of  late  years  carried  all  before  them 
in  the  usual  elections ;  and  join  with  the  body  of 
the  nobility  here,  to  choose  Monsieur  Mattenesse 
in  exclusion  of  Monsieur  Meerman ;  where  the 
contest  was  about  an  office  of  the  greatest  profit 
ipi  these  countries,  and  of  great  honour,  though 
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hot  influence  upon  the  public  affairs.  They  hav6 
likewise  succeeded  well  in  the  late  election  of  of- 
ficers for  the  new  levies,  and  seem  disposed  to  run 
on  still  in  a  string.  And  amongst  them  there 
have  of  late  been  overtures  about  making  a  new 
Minister,  under  the  name  of  Secretary  of  State  / 
whose  province  should  be  chiefly  to  receive  the 
addresses  of  foreign  Ministers,  and  take  the  care 
of  all  foreign  dispatches ;  and  so  ease  Monsieur  de 
Witt  of  that  attention  he  is  fain  to  give  those  as 
well  as  the  home-afiairs.  And  this  I  suppose  was 
calculated  for  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen,  who  ha3 
silently  had  a  great  hand  in  all  the  counsels  and 
motions  of  this  town  of  Amsterdam ;  and,  I  be* 
lieve,  will  in  effect  come  to  have  the  chief  part,  or 
at  least  burthen,  in  foreign  transactions,  whether 
with  any  new  name  or  no. 

Monsieur  de  Witt  in  these  late  brigues  has  very 
prudently  avoided  any  appearance  of  being  a  party 
in  them ;  aind  contented  himself  with  going  his 
usual  pace,  but  stickling  no  farther  in  any  of  them ; 
seeming  rather  to  intend  and  endeavour  the  com- 
posure of  all,  than  the  valuing  himself  upon  a  di- 
vision :  which  I  believe,  with  his  being  so  very  ne- 
cessary to  the  State,  will  ever  preserve  him  in  his 
consideration  here,  without  some  violent  revolution^ 
to  which  nothing  seems  at  all  disposed. 

Among  the  late  divisions  of  this  province,  one 
great  point  has  been  about  the  intended  prohibi- 
tion of  French  commodities ;  which  has  been  vio- 
lently  carried  on  by  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen 
and  his  town  of  Amsterdam,  but  opposed  and  tem- 
pered by  the  towns  of  the  other  faction,  upon  the 
respect  of  their  particular  interests  in  the  French 
trade,  and  the  pretext  of  danger  or  ill  consequences 
in  such  a  counsel,  unless  it  be  taken  in  concert 
with  England :  so  that  whether  it  will  go  farther 
than  the  defence  of  the  common  French  commo^^ 
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dities  that  are  in  wear^  I  know  not ;  though  Mon« 
sieur  Van  Beuninghen  reckoned  (not  long  since) 
absolutely,  that  it  would  be  carried  to  French  salt 
and  brandy ;  and  if  we  would  go  the  same  pace^ 
it  should  reach  to  their  wine  too :  which,  he  be- 
lieved, would  soon  bring  France  into  such  a  con- 
sumption  as  would  keep  them  from  being  so  trou- 
blesome abroad.    But  I  entered  no  farther  with 
him  into  any  discourse  of  that  kind,  because  I 
doubt  whether  we  are  of  a  temper  or  a  humour  to 
resolve  or  execute  any  bold  or  smart  propositions, 
how  well  soever  conceived,  or  conducing  to  aur 
health  and  good  fortunes :  though  I  question  not 
at  all  but  God  Almighty  has  given  us  the  power  of 
going  as  high  as  the  greatest  of  our  neighbours, 
but  perhaps,  as  your  Lordship  says,  unknown  to 
ourselves,  and  in  another  way  than  some  of  us 
would  be  glad  to  have  had  it.    But  where-ever  it 
lies,  I  doubt  it  will  never  come  out,  till  his  Majesty 
can  find  the  means  to  make  an  end  of  all  fencing 
with  the  bents  of  his  Parliament,  or  discontents  of 
his  people;  and  bring  his  government  into  the 
credit  of  having  no  other  aims  nor  interests  but 
those  of  his  subiects  in  general,  not  in  particular ; 
nor  consequently  any  eye  upon  their  money  but 
for  those  uses  tney  are  willing  to  give  it.    This  I 
confess  is  my  opinion  upon  the  whole,  and  that  all 
does  not  consist  in  a  Parliament's  being  prevailed 
with  to  give  what  is  asked  in  point  of  money,  as  I 
find  many  people  think.    However,  1  should  never 
have  said  it  to  any  but  your  Lordship  j  nor  to  you 
neither,  but  itiduced  by  the  melancholy  reflections 
I  observed  in  your  letter  upon  this  subject:  but, 
whatever  mine  or  another's  opinion^  is,  I  am  con<- 
fident  every  man  that  thinks  at  all,  must  think  it 
were  not  amiss  if  his  IVfeajesty  and  his  Ministers 
would  once  for  all  consider  and  agree  upon  a  ge- 
neral draught  of  those  ways  and  counsels  both  at 
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home  and  abroad,  as  they  judge  will  best  answer 
the  great  ends  of  the  King  and  kingdom's  safety, 
honour,  and  quiet.  For  when  such  a  scheme  is 
once  agreed  upon,  all  the  parts  of  it  may  be  pur- 
sued in  their  order,  and  with  constant  application 
till  they  are  brought  to  pass ;  at  least  such  as  fail 
not  in  the  trial,  and  so  are  found  to  have  been  ill 
conceived.  But  if  it  should  prove  (as  I  find  some 
men  think)  that  we  live  only  by  the  day ;  and  con- 
tent ourselves  to  patch  up  things  as  they  break  out, 
and  fly  at  the  game  as  it  rises ;  it  is  at  the  best 
but  like  birding  or  hawking,  which  may  furnish  a 
dish  or  two^  but  can  never  keep  the  house. 

If  your  Lordship  can  pardon  all  this  liberty  and 
trouble,  I  will  not  run  myself  into  the  occasion  of 
asking  it  again ;  if  not,  you  must  lay  the  whole 
fault  upon  your  own  letter,  or  rather  upon  my  not 
having  heard  from  you,  or  written  to  you  of  late ; 
and  upon  my  perpetual  strong  inclinations  of  re- 
turning into  my  old  correspondence,  just  as  a  man 
does  into  an  old  love,  which  lies  still  at  heart,  how- 
ever diverted  or  discontinued.  But  because  I  use 
so  much  freedom  in  the  account  of  dispositions, 
here,  and  of  my  own  thoughts,  I  send  it  by  Mr. 
Richard's  conveyance  to  your  own  hands;  in 
which  I  shall  ever  think  all  safe  that  concerns  me, 
because  I  have  been  always,  and  am  with  so  much 
passion,  my  Lord,  your,  &c. 

To  the  Constable  of  Castile.  Al  €onn6table  de  Castile. 

Hague,  Jan.  23,  La  Ha^,  le  23  Jan. 

My  Lord,  N.  S.  167a  Monsieur,  S.  N.  1670. 

I  DOUBT  not  but  the  Spanish  Je  ne  doute  pas  que  Monsieur 

Ambassador  has  by  this  cou-  V Ambassadeur    d^Espagne    ne 

,  rier    communicated    to    your  communique  h  V,  E.  par  ce  coU" 

Excellency  the  project  of  the  rier  le  projet  du  concert  des 

concert  for  particular  forces,  JorcesparticvliereSy  lequel  a  ete 

drawn  up  by  consent  of  the  arrete  icy  par  le  consentement 

Ministers  of  the  three  Confe-  des  Mimstres  des  trois  Corifc' 

derates :  and  I  can  assure  your  derex,     Je  jpuis   bien   assurer 
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Excellency,  that  to  bring  it 
into  form,  all  the  said  Mini- 
stars  have  stretched  their  pow- 
ers as  much  as  possible,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  room  to  press 
them  farther :  and  it  has  been 
with  difficulty  enough  that  we 
have  resisted  the  instances  of 
the  Swedish  Minister  to  have 
his  guaranty,  rather  than  make 
this  pace  after  so  many  other 
unprofitable  ones.  He  assures 
us,  that  he  never  advanced 
any  proposition  of  bringing 
troops  from  Pomerania  or  Bre- 
men ;  because  there  are  no 
more  in  those  parts  than  what 
serve  for  garrisons ;  and  when 
he  is  pressed  upon  this  point, 
he  answers  us,  that  to  maintain 
supernumerary  troops  in  those 
parts  they  must  have  subsidies 
even  in  time  of  peace ;  and 
upon  this  condition  Sweden 
will  be  content. 


I  think  what  he  promises  is 
sufficient ;  that  is,  to  bring  in- 
to the  field  the  16,000  men  in 
three  monthly  af^er  the  attack ; 
for  there  is  no  appearance  of 
employing  so  great  forces,  un- 
less by  way  of  diversion ;  since 
the  troops  to  be  furnished  by 
his  Majesty  and  the  States 
General,  joined  to  those  of 
the  Catholic  King,  will  be  as 
many  as  can  be  well  employed 
for  the  defence  of  Flanders; 
for  it  is  not  designed  they 
should  be  masters  of  the  field. 
Your  Excellency  sees,  that  you 
may  reckon  if  you  please  upon 
10,000  men  from  the  States  in 
filleen  days  time ;  and  though 
there  be  no  term  specified  by 
the  King  my  Master,  I  think 
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r.  E,  que  pour  le  reduire  h  la 
forme  oil  it  est^  tons  les  MinU 
stres  se  sont  relachez  h  l^envi,  Si 
autant  ^uHl  leur  a  itS  possible: 
II  seroit  inutile  de  les  presser  de 
nowoeaUf  S^  pretendre  en  obtenir 


davantage:  nous  avons  troufoe 
assez  de  difficuUe  d  Vemporter 
stir  le  Ministfe  de  Suede^pour 
avoir  sh  guarantie  avant  que 
dialler  plus  loin^  Sf  defairede 
nouveauxpas  intUilesy  apres  tous 
cetix  que  nous  avians  faits.  U 
tious  asseure  de  n* avoir  jamais 
rien  propose  qui  tendit  h  fairt 
venir  des  troupes  de  Pomeranie 
ni  de  Breme^  qui  sont  des  lieux 
ou  il  n*y  en  a  pas  un  plus  grand 
nombre  que  ce  quHl  favJt  poui 
les  garrisons;  qui  si  l*dri  li 
presse  sur  ce  potnt^  il  nous  re-* 
pondf  que  pour  entretenir  des 
troupes  supernumeraires  en  ces 
lieux-l^y  ilfaut  des  subsidies  en 
terns  de  paix  mime^  if  qu*  a  ces 
conditions  la  Suede  eh  sera  sa* 
titfaite. 

11  me  semble  que  c^est  assez 
quit  promette  de  fair  agir  les 
I69OOO  hommes  trois  mois  ScoulSs 
apres  Pattaque ;  car  il  n^y  a 
guere  d*apparence  d*employer 
de  si  granaes  forces^  que  pat 
voye  de  diversion  :  les  troupes 
qui  doivent  itre  Jbumies  par  sa 
majeste  S^  les  Etats  Generaux 
itaht  jointes  h  ceUes  du  Roy 
Catholiqv£y  leur  nombre  sera 
suffisant  pour  bt  defense  des 
FaiS'bas ;  car  on  n  a  pas  aes' 
sein  de  se  repandre  dans  le  pdisy 
Sf  de  s'y  Slargir^  ni  de  paroitre 
maitre  de  la  campagne.  V>  E> 
voit  que  quand  il  luy  ptaira^ 
quinze  jours  de  terns  la  rendront 
maUresse  de  dix  mille  hommes 
de  troupes  des  Etats  GSneraux; 
8i  ^  regard  du  Roy  man  MartrCf 
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your  Excellency  need  make 
no  difficulty  upon  it,  since  the 
words,  as  soon  as  possible,  sig- 
nify the  shortest  time  one  dan 
desire.  And  I  confess,  that 
qot  having  ohserved  any  re^ 
flection  upon  the  time,  in  the 
orders  of  the  Queen  Regent  of 
Spain,  which  were  communi- 
cated to  us  by  the  Ambassador 
Gamarra,  I  gave  no  notice  of 
it  to  his  Majesty,  thinking  my- 
self sufficiently  guarded  by  my 
powers,  to  sign  the  same  pro- 
ject which  had  been  sent  into 
England  as  well  as  Spain. 


I  hope,  that  as  soon  as  your 
Excellency  will  have  sent 
powers  to  the  Spanish  Ambas- 
sador to  deliver  the  moneys 
there  'v^ill  -be  no  difficulty  m 
signing  the  project  as  it  has 
been  communicated  to  him. 
And  I  do  not  think,  from  what 
I  can  Judge  by  the  Minister  of 
Sweden,  diat  the  affitir  is  likely 
to  Buffet  any  farther  delays; 
whereof  I  thought  good  to  give 
your  Excellency  this  intelli- 
genc^y  which  you  may.  make 
use  6'f  according  to  your  pru- 
dence, 9fid  tite  .i^erests  of  the 
Kins  your.  Master,  i  am,  my 
Lord^  your,  &e. 


quoyque  le  terme  ne  soit  ni  ex'^ 
prime  J  ni  predsement  specifii,  il 
me  semble  pourtdnt  que  V.  E.  tie 
pent  Jbrmer  des  difficultes  swt 
cela;  car  des  mots,  Au  plutdt 
que  faire  se  pourra^  emportent 
oien  un  terme  limit e^  quelque 
court  qu^on  veuUle  le  sousenten- 
dre,  persoHne  ri^ayant  jamais 
exige  une  chose  pluiot  qu*eUe  ne 
se  peut  faire.  J^avoueray,  que 
les  ordres  8s  pleinsi  pouvoirs  de 
la  Reihe  Regente  d'Espagne,  qui 
noiis  oni  ite  communiques  par 
PAmbassadtur  Gamarra^  nejai*' 
sant  aucune  mention  de  cette 
petite  difference,  je  n*en  avois 
pas  donnS  avis  h  sa  Majeste,  me 
troyant  dsses  muriii  8f  assSs  aii' 
tonse  par  mes  pleins^pottooire 
pour  signer  le  mime  projet  qui 
avoit  ite  Envoye  en  Angleterre 
aussi  bien  qu^en  Espagne. 

J^espere  qiie  des  que  Vi  Et 
aura  depecni  les  pouvoirs  d 
FAmbassadeur  d'Espagne  de  de- 
iivrer  V argent,  il  ivy  aura  plus 
de  difficuMi  d  la  signature  du 
projet,  tel  qu^il  luy  a  iti  com' 
muniqui:  et  autant  que  Je  le 
puisjuger,  sur  tout  par  rapport 
au  ministre  de  Sueae^je  ne  crou 
plus  que  cette  affaire  trouve  ae 
retardement,  &est  dequoyfay 
voulu  donner  avis  d  V.  £.  (Pest 
a  elle  ^  en  user  selon  sa  pru' 
dence,  <^  les  interets  de  son  Roy, 
4*  ^  m'estimer  comme  je  suts,' 
Sfc.  ■' 


To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

Sir,  Hague,  Jan.  24,  N.  S.  1676. 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  7th  with  an  en* 
closed  to  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen^  which  I  have 
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sent  to  Amsterdam,  having  first  perused  it  as  you 
pleased  to  give  me  leave.  I  shall  say  nothing  upon 
it  till  I  have  spoken  with  him,  and  seen  how  we 
agree  in  matter  of  fact ;  because  the  weight  of  all 
seems  to  lie  upon  the  use  of  those  private  con- 
tracts  to  the  exclusion  of  our  trade,  having  been 
disowned,  if  not  invalidated,  by  the  treaty  between 
the  two  nations  ailer  the  first  war ;  and  upon  the 
practice  having  been  exercised  accordingly  for  se- 
veral years  after,  and  till  within  few  years  of  our 
second  war :  which  two  points,  if  they  can  be  evi- 
denced by  the  treaty,  and  by  sufficient  testimonies 
of  the  subsequent  practice,  we  have  certainly  all 
the  reason  in  the  world  for  our  demands.  But  if 
we  must  rely  upon  the  common  equity  in  freedom 
of  traffic  between  friends,  we  are  engaged  in  the 
question  upon  which  we  cannot  yet  agree ;  whether 
tne  same  rules  are  current  in  the  Indies  as  in  Eu- 
rope :  to  which  I  suppose  we  shall  hardly  ourselves 
consent^  if  the  West  must  be  comprehended  as  well 
as  the  East.  But  I  shall  be  able  to  say  more  upon 
this  when  I  have  got  a  sight  of  the  treaty  after  the 
first  war,  and  heard  Monsieur  Van  Beunip^^en 
upon  your  letter ;  and  in  the  mean  time  shall  as- 
sure you  of  all  the  offices  I  can  possibly  render  to- 
wards the  obtaining  of  what  we  pretend. 

1  can  add  nothing  to  my  last  up<m  the  business 
of  Surinam,  being  engaged  in  my  endeavours  of 
disposing  those  of  Zealand  to  let  it  pass  smooth 
when  it  comes  to  the  States  General ;  such  stops' 
being  easier  prevented  than  removed,  while  men 
are  so  apt  to  persist  in  what  they  have  o»ce  said. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Pensioner  of  Zealand  presses 
me  to  procure  the  names  of  such  as  his  Majesty 
intends  to  employ  as  Commissioners,  before  the 
orders  here  are  consigned  me,  according  as  they 
desired  in  their  last  letter ;  wherein  you  may  ol> 
nerve  the  names  of  three  men  to  be  inserted  on 
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purpose  ths^t  his  Majesty  might  decline  them  in 
this  commission :  if  you  please  to  send  me  the 
names,  I  suppose  it  may  be  necessary  to  the  expe- 
diting of  these  orders,  unless  you  should  think  of 
any  inconvenience  in  it,  which  occurs  not  to  me. 

In  pursuit  of  the  late  conference,  whereof  I  gave 
you  account  in  my  last,  we  have  agreed  upon  thi^ 
enclosed  project  to  be  sent  to  the  Constable,  a^^ 
that  which  he  may  hope  will  be  signed  upon  the 
money  being  p^id,  and  wherein  I  am  sure  there  is 
not  any  thing  of  the  least  moment  changed  as  to 
what  concerns  his  Majesty;  though  the  changing 
of  the  form  that  you  sent  me  could  not  be  avoided, 
because  it  was  without  introduction  oi:  conclusion; 
and  besides,  it  went  a  step  farther  than  the  Swe- 
dish Minister  was  willing  to  go,  in  making  it  an 
act  to  the  Spaniards ;  whereas  this  runs  only  as  an 
instrument  between  themselves,  of  which  the  Spa- 
nish Ministers  are  to  have  only  an  authentic  copy: 
and  since  the  Swedes  had  rather  have  it  this  way, 
I  thought  best  to  agree  with  them,  at  least  if  tnet 
Spaniards  will  be  contented  with  it :  but  I  would 
not  be  induced  to  engage  his  Majesty  in  point  of 
time ;  though  I  was  never  pressed  with  more  ear- 
nestness to  any  thing,  both  by  the  Spaniards  arid 
by  the  Dutch,  who  sent  their  deputies  twice  to 

{>er8uade  me  to  it,  because  they  were  unwilling  to 
eave  the  Constable  that  way  of  escaping  us*  Ant} 
to  say  the  truth,  in  my  own  judgment,  I  thought 
it  very  Jittle  material,  but  I  had  no  orders  to  go 
farther  in  it ;  and  have  to  the  Spaniards  taken  upon 
myself  the  not  having  given  his  Majesty  any  no- 
tice of  that  pretension  early  enough  to  have  it  in- 
eluded  in  my  powers,  as  you  will  see  by  the  en- 
closed copy  of  the  letter  I  'yesterday  wrote  the 
Constable,  in  conjunction  with  another  from  the 
States,  to  presa  conclusion  in  this  affair. 
For  particular  occurrents,  I  refer  to  what  goes  to 
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Mr.  Cook,  being  unwilling  to  charge  myself  with 
the  credit  of  curretit  news ;  which  I  have  ever  fouiid 
so  uncertain,  that  a  man  may  be  considered  more 
for  what  he  does  not  write  than  what  he  does.  Yet 
I  will  trouble  you  with  two  small  matters,  whether 
they  deserve  it  or  no.  Monsieur  de  Rohan,  bro- 
ther  to  the  Duke  de  Mombaf  on,  hfeviiig  sold  hii 
place  of  Grand  Veneur  for  four  hundred  and  odd 
thousand  livres,  came  hither  last  week  to  dispose 
of  a  hundred  thousand  crowns  in  this  country, 
though  interest  is  not  half  so  high  as  in  France  ^ 
and  has  done  it :  which  I  reflected  on,  because  I 
had  heard  formerly  he  was  a  person  as  well  with 
his  Master  as  almost  any  at  Court. 

There  was  executed  this  week  at  Amsterdam  a 
person  of  very  good  quality  and  credit  among  them, 
oiily  for  having  engaged  the  copies  of  an  obliga- 
tion he  had  from  the  Admiralty,  instead,  of  the 
original,  to  some  persons  from  whom  he  took  up 
money  upon  them :  arid  though  he  was  nephew  to 
one  of  the  Burgomasters  of  that  town,  and  brother 
to  the  Treasurer  of  Zealand,  and  all  the  instances 
that  could  be  were  made  for  having  him  condemned 
all  his  life  to  a  hole  where  he  could  neither  see  nor 
stir,  with  offer  of  repaying  all  the  moAey  he  had 
taken  up,  and  afterwards  a  thousand  pounds  would 
havei  been  given  to  have  had  him  executed  in  pri- 
son,  yet  he  could  not  escape  losing  his  head  with 
the  common  forms  in  public,  to  the  loss  of  his  cre- 
ditors, who  were  as  much  concerned  to  save  him 
as  his  friends.  Which  I  observed  as  a  remarkable 
strain  of  the  justice  here,  so  much  different  from 
the  style  of  most  other  places.     I  am,  Sir,  &e. 
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To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  ??^gue,  Feb.  7,;N.  S,  1670. 

Singe  my  last  I  have  received  your  Lordship's  of 
the  28th  past ;  and  doubt  not  but  before  this  ar- 
rives you  will  be  fully  satisfied  by  the  late  accounts 
I  have  given,  of  our  progress  here  towards  the  con- 
iolusion  of  what  had  so  long  depended  between  us 
and  the  Spanish  Ministers.  I  cannot  yet  say  the 
money  is  paid,  but  I  see  nothing  that  wants  to* 
wards  it,  only  the  adjusting  of  that  conjuuction 
(demanded  by  the  Constable)  of  merchants  at  Ant- 
werp :  for  the  Spanish  dealings  are  in  so  ill  credit, 
that  it  is  hard  to  find  any  who  will  give  caution 
for  such  a  sum  to  the  Spaniards,  and  in  their  own 
dominions,  where  they  can  plead  and  judge  them- 
selves. I  believe  the  States  must  at  last  engage 
to  th6  merchants  here  that  they  will .  indemnify 
them  from  all  that  shall  fall  out  on  this  occasion  ; 
though  after  the  arrival  of  the  ratifications  from 
England  and  Sweden,  the  Spaniards  should  make 
a  Qi4erelle  d*Allemand  with  their  correspondents  at 
Antwerp,  and  force  them  to  any  prejudice  with- 
out any  pretence. 

I  gave  Monsieur  de  Witt  the  first  news  of  the 
French  King's  declaration,  to  remit  the  judgment 
of  the  differences  depending  on  the  peace  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's and  the  Crown  of  Sweden's  arbitration :  he 
thought  the  leaving  out  the  States  was  something 
discourteous  on  the  French  side ;  but  said,  how- 
ever, he  was  very  glad  of  the  thing  being  done, 
and  hoped,  as  the  business  should  receive  no  hurt 
by  any  resentment  on  their  side,  so  it  would  re- 
ceive none  on  our  side  by  any  effect  of  the  great 
cajplry  of  France ;  especially  since  this  resolution 
appeared  by  the  time  to  have  another  source  than 
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only  the  civility  or  deference  of  that  Court  towards 
his  Majesty. 

I  doubt  the  confidence  in  this  declaration  will 
stop  the  levies  which  were  intended  for  this  spring, 
though  these  Ministers  are  not  the  most  believing 
in  the  French  promises ;  and  I  am  not  very  confi* 
dent  the  effect  of  this  last  may  not  be  spoiled  by 
some  unreasonable  answer  from  Spain  upon  it, 
having  been  confirmed  in  such  a  suspicion  by  the 
Baron  d'Isola's  opinion,  who  told  me  he  would 
write  to  the  Marquis  Castel-Rodrigo,  to  advise 
that  the  Queen  should  accept  this  oSbr  of  France^ 
*  pourveu  qtce  le  Roy  tres-CkrSiien  remettrait  au 
riieme  arbitrage  toutes  les  contrevenHons  tie  la  paist 
dont  PEspagne  s'estoit  plaint  h  la  conference  de  Lisle. 
Which  concerns  the  spoils  of  Burgundy,  and  which 
France  would  never  admit  to  gnre  jointly  in  the 
conierence  with  their  pretensions  about  the  de* 
pendences.  I  told  ihe  Baron,  I  feared  sUch  an 
answer  might  ruin  the  business,  since  it  could  not 
come  till  the  beginning  of  the  spring,  and  might 
then  give  the  French  a  pretext  of  recalling  his 
word,  after  the  passing  of  it  had  laid  asleep  all 
thoughts  or  preparations  for  war  both  in  Flanders 
and  Holland,  from  whence  the  first  assistance  is 
to  be  expected ;  and  that  I  thought  the  answer  of 
Spain  ought  to  be  full  and  absolute  ^s  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  what  is  offered  by  France ;  and  if  they 
would  make  room  for  the  contraventions  he  men* 
tions,  that  they  should  do  it  rather  by  enlarging 
the  acceptance  than  restraining  it  to  any  Condiv 
lion,  and  say  diey  accepted  the  arbitrage  u^on 
those  dependences,  and  all  other  differences  arising 
upon  the  peace;  in  the  discussion  whereof  the 

*  Provided  the  Most  Christian  King  tootdd  refer  to  the  same 
arbitrage  all  the  contraventions  of  the  peace^  vohere^  Spain  com* 
plained  at  the  conference  ofLislep 
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Spanish  pretensions  might  likewise  be  brought  be«4 
fore  the  arbitrators,  but  at  a  more  seasonable  time 
than  this  next  spring  will  prove.  The  Baron  pro- 
fessed to  be  convinced  by  these  reasons ;  but  bet 
cause  there  is  not  much  trust  to  a  person  who  is 
so  far  in  love  with  his  own  sufficiency,  and  seems 
to  mind  the  valuing  of  himself  at  least  equaUy  with 
the  doing  of  his  business,  I  thought  it  not  miper- 
tinent  to  give  your  Lordship  my  reflection  upon 
this  matter,  that  if  you  approve  it,  you  may  by 
gome  safe  way  or  cypher  transmit  it  to  Sir  William 
Godolphin ;  for  otherwise  I  am  confident  the  Spa^ 
nish  answer  will  be  perplexed  with  those  contnu 
ventions  which  have  held  the  Commissioners  all 
this  while  at  a  bay  at  Lisle,  and  will  not  be  ad- 
mitted by  France  in  the  decision  of  the  depen- 
dences. 

I  sent  your  I^ordship  enclosed  Baron  d'Isola's 
rough  propositions  concerning  his  Master's  joinings 
with  the  triple  alliance,  which  the  Ministers  of  the 
Confederates  think  fit  to  discourse  first  among 
themselves,  and  afterwards  enter  into  conference 
with  him,  as  the  Ministers  of  one  united  power. 
All  we  can  do  at  first  will  be  to  communicate  what 
passes  to  our  Masters;  and  therefore  I  send  your 
Lordship  the  first  proposals  by  advance,  that  I  may 
the  sooner  know  your  reflections  upon  them. 

After  what  will  pass  here  in  the  conclusion  of 
our  guaranty  and  Swedish  payments,  I  think  if 
Monsieur  Ognati  can  propose  any  good  way  of  se- 
curing bis  Majesty,  or  rather  furnishing  him  be- 
for^and  with  what  one  quarter  of  the  Swedish  fix- 
ture subsidies  will  amount  to  for  the  three  months 
which  are  to  be  advanced,  it  would  add  to  the 
strength  and  credit  of  our  alliance,  in  giving  so 
great  a  satisfaction  to  the  Swede,  as  they  would 
receive  by  his  Majesty's  undertaking  for  the  fif- 
teen thousand  crowns  a  month,  which  they  have 
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SO  much  insisted  on,  and  seem  so  much  unsatisfied 
with  failing  in  it.  ' 

I  had  notice  from  my  Lord  Falconbridge  of  his 
intended:  journey,  and  have  already  begun  our  cor-^ 
respondenceby  a  letter  which  will  meet  him  at 
Paris :  and  shall  not  fail  in  that,  nor  I  hope  in  any 
other  duties  of  my  employment. 

I  wish  my  Lord  Berkley  all  success  in  his  new 
and  great  charge ;  not  knowing  any  other  wherein 
a  diligent,  honest,  and  able  person  may  be  of  greater 
service  to  his  Majesty  than  in  that.  I  am  ever, 
my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  njost  faithful  and  most 
humble  servant. 

To  Sir  WtlHam  Godolphin. 

Sir,  Hague,  Apr.  S,  N.  S.  1670. 

Tms  bearer.  Monsieur  Chiese,  is  dispatched  by 
his  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  Madrid,  for 
the  prosecution  and  recovery  of  a  great  debt  owing 
now  some  time  from  that  Crown  to  his  Highness, 
and,  I  think,  not  disputed  by  them :  and  though 
this  gentleman  goes  armed  with  much  better  wea- 
pons than  any  I  can  furnish  him  towards  the  pur- 
suit of  his  enterprise,  yet  the  Prince  having  com- 
manded me  to  give  him  my  recommendations  to 
you  among  many  others  he  carries,  I  could  not 
fail  of  it,  nor  will  I  doubt  its  being  of  some  force 
with  you,  since  it  comes  in  the  service  of  a  Prince . 
whose  birth  gives  him  so  much  interest  in  all  Eng- 
lishmen, and  whose  personal  qualities  and  virtue? 
give  him  a  great  deal  more  in  all  those  that  have 
the  honour  to  know  him.  I  must  therefore  beg 
all  the  good  offices  and  assistances  you  can  shew 
this  gentleman  in  pursuit  of  his  Highnesses  con- 
cernments, as  well  as  your  advice  to  him  if  he  de- 
sires it,  how  to  address  himself  by  such  persons, 
and  in  such  ways,  as  will  give  him  most  appearance 
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©f  success.  Your  favour  herein  I  shall  take  care 
to  value  as  I  ought  towards  his  Highness ;  as  X 
shall  always  myself  acknowledge  it ;  and  remain, 
Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant. 


To  the  Marquis  of  CasteU 
Rodrigo. 

Hague,  Apr.  3, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1670- 
Though  the  bearer  hereof. 
Monsieur  Chiese,  will  have  no 
Beed  of  other  support  beside 
the  name  of  the  Prince  bis  Ma? 
9ter,  and  the  justice  of  the  aSair 
he  has  in  charge ;  I  would  not 
fail  however  of  giving  him,  be- 
sides, this  recommendation  to 
your  ExeeUency,  as  well  to  pay 
my  duty  to  his  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  as  to  shew 
my  confidence  tnat  I  have  yet 
some  share  in  the  memory  and 
friendship  of  your  Ex/cellency. 
I  can  assure  you  that  the  Court 
of  Spain,  in  doing  justice  to  his 
Highness,  will  oblige  a  Prince 
who  equals  his  great  birth  by 
hi9  great  qualities ;  and  who 
will  be  one  day  capable  of  re- 
compensing the  kmdness  that 
shall  be  shewed  him  at  present. 
His  Hie^hness  already  takes 
greiit  part  in  the  good  turp  of 
the  Spanish  a^airs,  by  3uch  sen- 
timents as  deserve  to  be  che- 
rished, and  not  discouraged  by 
any  treatment  either  unjust  or 
disobliging.  I  could  not  re- 
commend his  pretensions  to  a 
person  more  generous  than  your 
£xceHency,  nor  to  one  who  has 
been  always  pleased  to  interest 
him  so  mucn  in  what  regards 
le  King  my  Master.  And  your 
Excellency's  favour  in  this  af- 
ir  cannot  be   desired  with 


Au  Marquis  de  Castel- 
Rodrigo. 

La  Haycy  3  Awil^ 
Monsieur^  S,  N.  1670. 
Quoique  le  porteur  de  cetie  let'. 
trCj  Monsieur  Chiese y  n* ait  pas 
hesoin  d*  autre  appuy  que  du  nom 
du  Prince  son  Maitre,  8f  de  /V- 
quite  de  la  cause  dont  il  est 
charge;  je  n^ay  pourtant  pas 
voulu  mc^nquer  d  luy  donner 
comme  par  surabondance  de 
droity  cette  recommendation  au' 
pres  de  V,  £.  autant  pour  satis* 
Jaire  h  mon  devoir  envers  son 
Altesse  le  Prince  d^Orange^  que 
pour  me  Jaire  honneur  de  la  con* 
fiance  avec  laqv^Ueje  croy  avoir 
encore  quelque  part  dans  le  sou* 
venir  <y  Pamitte  de  V.  E.  Je 
pourrois  bien  l^assurer^  qu'en 
Jaisant  justice  d  son  Altesse^  la 
Cour  a'Espagne  obligera  un 
Prince  dont  les  grandes  quali* 
tes  egalent  la  grandeur  de  sa 
naissancCy  Sf  qui  sera  un  jour 
en  itat  de  reconnoitre  les  don* 
tez  qu^on  aura  h  present  pour 
luy :  ajouterayjey  que  ce  Prince 
prend  deja  beau^oup  de  part  au 
bon  train  que  prennent  les  of- 
f aires  d^Espagnef  de  tels  sen- 
timens  quand  ils  seroient  seulsy 
meritent  que  sa  personne  soit 
cheriey  5f  qu^au  heu  de  le  rebu' 
ter  par  des  traitemens  qui  sen* 
tent  rinfusticef  on  embrasse  cette 
occasion  de  Pobliger.  Je  ne 
sgaurois  recommander  ses  inte" 
rits  h  une  personne  plus  gene* 
reuse  que  r  •  E.  ni  qui  se  soit 
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greater  inatancey  nor  by  one  Um^rs  plus  interesseedana  tout 
who  is  more  than  I  am,  my  ce  qtd  a  touchS  de  pres  le  Rot^ 
Lordy  your  £xcellency'S|  &c*      mon  Maiire.     V.  E.  ne  sgavr 

roit  ttre  plus  instamment  price 
uTacorder  sa^veufj  ni  par  une 
personne  qui  hd  soit  plus  ac* 
quisCf  8f  qui  soit  avec  plus  de 
passion  queje  suist  ^c* 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

Sir,  Hague^  May  6,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  HAVE  newly  received  yours  of  the  2Sd  past,  with 
a  former  of  the  19th,  which  brought  me  some  m2u> 
;inal  additions  upon  the  paper  I  last  sent  into 
^rcaland  concerning  the  business  of  Surinam,  As 
to  the  words,  The  Dutch  nation  inhabiting  there, 
which  are  conformable  with  the  style  of  the  States 
last  letter  to  his  Majesty  upon  that  subject,  I  ques- 
tion not  to  get  them  inserted,  in  case  the  Zealand-, 
ers  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  my  paper  ;  though 
they  say,  it  already  contains  several  points  more 
than  our  first  demands. 

For  the  words,  Ou  quelque  autre^  concerning  the 

ferson  by  whom  his  Majesty  will  send  the  orders, 
suppose  they  will  pass  too;  in  case  the  inten- 
tions are  not  to  employ  any  of  those  three  persons 
for  the  carrying  them,  against  whom  the  Dutch  at 
first  excepted. 

For  the  other  words  which  determine  the  ren- 
dition of  the  colony,  to  be  that  made  by  Major 
Bannister,  April  21,  1668,  I  must  say  freely,  that 
I  have  very  little  hopes  of  gaining  it ;  having  for- 
merly employed  my  strength  upon  it  without  any 
success,  so  much  as  with  the  Deputies  of  Holland, 
or  of  any  other  provinces  which  have  expressed 
the  most  easy  compliance  Ynih  our  demands;  and 
they  ever  thought  it  very  hard,  that  having  yielded 
to  our  demands,  of  exporting  slaves,  contrary  to 
all  customs  formerly  practised  in  that  colony,  and 
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sp(^n  the  disputed  sense  of  an  article,  we  should 
press  them  to  cariy  away  likewise  those  very  slaves 
which  they  themseiveshadfumished  uswith,  though 
they  ofifer  to  repay  more  than  the  price  they  cost* 
And  upon  my  instances  upon  this  matter,  their  an- 
swer  was,  that  there  was  no  need  of  distinguishing 
the  renditions  of  the  colony,  since  the  meaning  of 
their  letter  was,  that  what  slaves  had  been  furnish- 
ed by  the  Dutch  should  be  left,  and  tho'rest  should 
be  carried  off:  so  that  if  none  were  by  them  fur- 
nished between  the  first  and  second  rendition,  then 
none  were  to  be  left ;  but  if  any  were,  then  those 
to  be  left,  as  well  as  such  as  had  been  furnished 
by  the  Dutch  since  the  last  rendition.  And  this 
point,  I  am  confident,  was  debated  by  the  Depu- 
ties, not  upon  any  particular  knowledge  of  what  it 
imports,  but  only  ujpon  the  general  notion  and  rea- 
son of  the  thing,  from  which  it  will  be  very  hard 
to  make  them  recede :  however,  I  shall  use  my  en- 
deavours in  it,  and  be  as  glad  as  you  can,  of  any 
good  offices  that  I  am  able  to  render  Major  Ban- 
mster,  though  he  has  been  the  most  troublesome 
acquaintance  to  me  that  I  have  ever  had  in  my 
life.  I  prei^ed  Monsieur  de  Witt  and  the  Com- 
missioiiers  at  our  last  meeting  two  days  since,  and 
particularly  the  Deputy  of  Zealand,  for  the  dispatch 
of  this  business :  but  not  having  then  your  addi- 
tions to  my  last  paper,  I  could  say  nothing  of  them. 
Monsieur  de  Witt  told  me,  a  conference  was  ap- 
pointed this  day  between  the  Commissioners  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  upon  this  business. 

(M  Sunday  night  last  the  exchanges  were  made 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  concert,  with  that  from 
Spain  for  the  future  Swedish  subsidies :  but  the 
Swedish  and  Dutch  Ministers  having  each  of  them 
three  originals  of  the  concert,  and  not  contenting 
themselves  with  authentic  copies,  as  I  had  pro- 
posed>  I  am  forced  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  s^nd- 
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|ng  two  originals  more  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
concert,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Ministers  of  those 
two  States  upon  my  receiving  the  like  from  them« 
I  will  tell  you  by  the  way,  that  I  had  some  reason 
to  doubt  whether  the  ratification  you  sent  me  would 
pass  or  no,  though  I  thought  it  was  not  fit  for  me 
to  make  you  any  scruple  upon  it,  unless  it  were 
first  raised  by  the  other  Ministers  here,  and  do 
not  know  whether  it  came  in  that  form  by  choice, 
or  by  mistake ;  but  I  am  sure  the  ratification,  as 
it  runs,  is  only  of  the  guaranty  with  its  clauses,  of 
which  the  concert  was  never  taken  to  be  a  part, 
and  stands  in  need  of  a  very  strong  deduction  or 
connection  with  the  words  of  the  preface,  which 
indeed  mentions  the  concert  as  well  as  the  gua- 
ranty: and  you  will  find  it  very  difierent  from  the 
ratification  which  came  from  Sweden  (and  goes 
here  enclosed),  and  such  as,  I  must  confess,  had  I 
been  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  I  should  not  have 
accepted,  though  neither  he  nor  the  Swedish 
Minister  have  yet  taken  notice  of  it.  I  thought 
not  fit  to  communicate  it  to  Monsieur  de  Witt,  till 
the  day  before  the  exchange  was  to  be  made,  be- 
cause i  knew  it  could  not  escape  him,  ^nd  did  it 
then  only  between  ourselves :  and  he  immediately 
checked  when  he  came  to  the  words.  Supra  memo- 
ratam  garantiam  ;  and  observed  that  there  wanted 
the  convention  about  forces,  which  was  the  sole 
end  of  their  ratification ;  and  thereupon  he  said 
immediately,  Celan^est  pas  comme  il  Jaut  [This  is 
not  as  it  should  be],  but  comparing  it  with  those 
in  the  preface,  he  said  at  last,  Cela  pent  suffire 
[This  may  do],  and  wished  that  others  were  no 
inore  scrupulous  than  he,  where  he  knew  the  in- 
tentions were  good:  and  so  he  made  no  farther 
mention  of  it  upon  our  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions ;  which  I  believe  proceeded  in  him  from  the 
ill  pQOsequence,  he  foresaw,  might  arise  upon  the 
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discovery  of  a  weakness  of  our  instrument  in  this 
conjuncture,  when  our  intentions  in  this  affair  site 
something  more  suspected  than  you  assure  me  they 
deserve. 

I  hear  the  town  of  Amsterdam  has  consented  to 
Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen's  joUrney ;  but  shall 
not  be  able  to  give  you  an  assurance  of  it  till  my 
next,  and  content  myself  now  with  that  of  being 
always,  Sirj  your^  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  May  15,  N.  S.  1670< 

The  knowledge  of  your  Lordship's  absence  from 
town  has  given  you  of  late  more  ease  than  other- 
wise I  intended ;  and  your  trouble  now  begins  up- 
on the  first  advice  I  had  of  your  return,  which  wa^ 
by  your  Lordship's  of  the  29th  past,  by  which  I 
find  the  suspicion  you  have  conceived  there  of  the 
late  Spanish  answer  to  his  Majesty  having  been  in- 
dited at  the  Hague :  and  withal  you  desire  to  know 
something  more  particular  of  Monsieur  Van  Beu- 
ninghen's  errand  into  England.     The  first,  I  am 
confident,  is  without  other  ground  than  a  common 
opinion  we  have  conceived  of  move Jinesse  than  I 
have  yet  observed  in  the  chief  Ministers  here,  who 
are  as  hard  and  as  firm  as  you  can  imagine  thetn  $ 
but  for  tricks  or  juggling,  I  do  not  observe  either 
their  abilities  or  their  disposition  lies  much  that 
way;  nor,  I  believe,  does  any  wise  man's,  unless 
he  be  brought  to  it  by  the  ill  condition  or  necessity 
of  his  affairs,  and  finds  no  other  way  of  liviiig  \ 
which  is  not  yet  their  case  here,  nor  will  be,  I  sup- 
pose, while  Flanders  is  preserved :  and  so  long  I 
shall  look  upon  them  as  merchants  in  good  estate 
and  credit,  and  who  will  endeavour  to  keep  it  up 
by  square  dealing :  but  whenever  they  fail  in  that 
adventure,  I  shafi  grow  as  jealous  of  them  as  I  see 
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Others  are.  I  have  enquired  particularly  of  the 
Spanish  Ambassador,  and  am  assured  by  him,  that 
all  Monsieur  de  Witt's  discourses  upon  that  sub- 
ject of  the  late  answer  from  Spain  agreed  perfect-^ 
ly  with  what  he  made  me  upon  the  same  occasion : 
and  I  know,  the  States  Deputies  at  Brussels  had 
immediate  orders  from  hence  to  apply  themselves 
very  earnestly  to  the  Constable  for  the  redress  of 
that  fault:  and  I  dare  say,  whoever  thinks  that 
these  men  here  will  quit  a  point  of  interest  for  a 
]:)oint  of  honour,  has  taken  a  wrong  measure  of 
them.  The  Spanish  Ambassador  bid  me  be  assur- 
ed that  the  answer  from  Spain  will  be  amended, 
and  come  in  all  points  to  his  Majesty's  satisfaction: 
he  goes  this  day  from  hence  towards  Brussels,  be- 
ing hastened  thither  by  an  express  from  the  Con- 
stable, who,  I  believe,  intends  to  make  use  of  him 
in  the  junto  there :  upon  whom,  I  hear,  he  will 
wholly  devolve  all  his  public  business,  having  taken 
an  attestation  from  his  physicians  that  his  ill  health 
has  rendered  him  wholly  incapable  of  charging  him- 
self any  longer  with  it. 

For  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen's  errand  into 
England,  I  suppose  the  rise  of  it  was  of  an  old 
date ;  and  occasioned  a  good  deal  by  my  laylag 
often  to  their  charge,  the  want  of  respect  they 
shewed  his  Majesty  in  the  choice  of  the  Ministers 
they  sent  into  England,  who  are  seldom  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Holland,  or  of  those  persons  most  consi- 
dered in  this  State.  Besides,  wh^a  I  found  I  was 
not  able  to  bring  the  business  of  our  marine  treaty 
to  such  a  conclusion  as  we  proposed^  though  I  fail- 
ed but  in  one  article  (which  yet,  it  seems,  is  thought 
to  import  the  whole  of  our  pretensions  there),  I 
told  tliem  here,  that  it  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  treat  it  in  England,  and  bring  it  to  some  is- 
sue there ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  send  som^  jabl^ 
person  over^  who,  being  perfectly  instructed  in  i^t 
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from  hence,  might  debate  there  with  persons  as 
well  instructed  on  our  side.  Upon  these  grounds. 
Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen's  journey  was  thought 
fit  above  a  year  ago  ;  but  his  being  chosen  Burgo* 
master  of  Amsterdam  about  the  same  time,  made 
him  then  absolutely  refuse  it  Since  his  year  ex« 
pired,  my  instances  still  continuing  for  a  conclu- 
sion in  our  East-India  business^  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Trevor's  papers  upon  the  same  subject  keeping  li^ 
in  it  from  time  to  time.  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen 
began,  about  two.  months  since,  to  shew  some  in* 
clination  to  the  journey ;  which  has  been  pursued 
very  earnestly  by  the  States  here,  and  especially 
by  Monsieur  de  Witt,  till  it  came  lately  on  all  sides 
to  be  resolved  on :  so  as  your  Lordship  must  reckon 
that  the  avowed  errand  will  be  the  business  of 
the  East-India  Company,  and  the  clearing  that 
part  of  the  marine  treaty  which  so  long  proved  too 
hard  for  me  here.  Besides,  this  will  be  the  com- 
pliment they  pretend  to  make  his  Majesty,  in  send- 
ing a  person  of  so  much  account  amongst  them  as 
Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen ;  and  with  the  orders  of 
Surinam,  which  they  here  reckon  upon  as  a  perfect 
piece  of  compliance  with  his  Maiesty.  And  this  is 
the  account  they.give  the  French  Ambassador  of 
this  journey ;  adding  a  good  deal  of  Monsieur  Van 
Beuninghen's  inclination  to  see  England  in  this 
season. 

That  which  is  farther  meant  by  it  is,  first,  in  ge- 
neral  to  inform  themselves  perfectly  of  our  temper 
in  the  pursuit  of  those  ends  we  have  been  these  two 
or  three  years  last  engaged  in,  and  which  many 
discourses  and  reflections  of  late  have  made  them 
a  little  suspect,  does  not  continue  so  equal  and  so 
warm  as  it  began.  And  in  this  regard,  it  will  be 
his  business  to  use  his  best  and  most  persuasive 
oratory  to  confirm  us  in  the  pursuit  of  those  com- 
mon interests  abroad,  which  we  have,  of  late  so 
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much  advanced  by  our  triple  alliance,  and  th^  d^i 
pendi^nces  of  it ;  and,  in  short,  to  persuade  us,  that 
it  is  more  otir  honour  and  our  interest  to  lead  than 
to  follow.  In  pursuit  of  this,  he  will,  I  beliefve^ 
endeavour  td  dispose  us  to  accept  a  conjunction 
with  such  Princes  of  the  Empire  as  desire  it,  upon 
sUdh  nieasures  as  are  proposed  in  the  late  project 
I  sent  your  Lordship  drawn  up  by  Monsieur  de 
Witt :  though  I  have  made  so  good  way  in  defend- 
ing you  upon  this  point,  that  I  believe  it  would  hot 
cost  much  trouble  there,  unless  you  are  willing  to 
enter  farther  into  it  than  you  seemed  of  late. 

Another  point,  and  that  which  I  believe  he  will 
most  eagerly  pursue,  is  the  prohibition  of  French 
commodities,  upon  which  his  particular  imagination 
has  been  long  bent,  as  the  only  sure  and  easy  way 
of  bringing  the  French  power  and  riches  into  de- 
cay, in  case  the  thing  could  be  agreed  on  among 
all  or  the  greatest  part  of  their  neighbours :  and 
this  State  having  sounded  the  Spanish  Court  upon 
that  point,  received  answer,  that  whatever  England 
and  they  should  agree  upon,  Spain  would  readily 
join  with  them  in  it:  by  which  means  they  sup- 
pose, that  besides  what  would  be  saved  by  both  our 
nations,  by  stopping  the  vast  importation  of  French 
commodities,  a  very  great  traffic  would  be  gained 
by  exporting  our  own,  to  furnish  the  Spanish  fleet, 
which  supplies  their  West-Indies  every  year,  in  a. 
great  measure,  with  commodities  brought  them 
from  France.  The  resolutions  of  this  State  go  as 
yet  no  farther,  as  I  can  hear,  than  to  ail  sorts  of 
wearing  goods  and  brandy;  nor  do  I  know  whether 
this  itself  will  be  brought  to  execution  before  they 
are  satisfied  how  far  we  are  likely  to  join  with  them 
in  it ;  after  which,  the  considerations  of  wine  and 
salt  will  likewise  come  in  play. 

Besides  these  public  matters,  I  doubt,  you  will 
likewise  be  pursued  about  Mr.  Hony  wood's  widow^ 
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who  is  daughter  to  a  Burgomaster  of  Amsterdatxi, 
and  so  most  properly  under  Monsieur  Van  Beun^ 
inghen's  protection,  especially  being  a  young  and 
handsome  widow  j  which,  I  hear,  will  tempt  her  to 
go  over  with  .him  herself,  and  plead  her  own  cause. 

I  do  not  think  the  intentions  of  his  journey  go 
farther  than  what  I  have  mentioned,  unless  he  be 
invited  to  any  thing  upon  the  place,  or  by  some 
new  accident  from  abroad.  In  the  mean  time,  to 
do  him  right,  we  shall  have  a  great  deal  of  reason 
to  welcome  him,  because  he  has  very  industriously 
employed  himself  in  helping  us  to  gain  our  point 
upon  the  business  of  Surinam,  which  was  yesterday 
resolved  on  by  the  States  General,  though  the  pro- 
vince of  Zealand  protested  against  it :  and  besides, 
nothing  has  given  us  so  hopeful  a  prospect  of  the 
Prince  s  good  fortunes  here,  as  the  support  of  the 
town  of  Amsterdam,  so  declared  and  so  warm  in 
his  present  concernment ;  towards  which  I  am  con- 
fident Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen  has  very  much 
contributed,  as  being  a  person  of  very  great  influ- 
ence in  that  city.  The  state  of  that  whole  busi- 
ness is  so  well  and  so  fully  set  down  in  the  paper 
of  intelligence,  that  I  am  sure  I  cannot  amena  it^ 
and  therefore  will  not  repeat  it. 

Your  Lordship  will  know  by  the  enclosed,  that 
Monsieur  de  St.  EvremOnt  set  out  this  morning 
towards  England,  with  the  Portugal  Ambassadoi" 
likewise,  who  both  accompany  Monsieur  d'Opdam 
as  far  as  Nieuport,  and  there  embark  for  Dover^ 
whilst  he  goes  on  to  meet  the  French  King  at 
Dunkirk  with  the  States  compliments.  I  am  ever, 
my  Lord,  your,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  nad  forgot  to  tell  your  Lordship,  that  an- 
other part  of  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen's  instruc- 
tions will  be,  to  endeavour  all  that  can  be  that  this 
State  may  be  admitted  into  a  conjunction  with  his 
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Majeaty  for  the  pursuit  of  the  Algeriues  till  they 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  a  peace  vdth  both. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

Sir,  Hague,  May  ^7.  N.  S,  1670. 

i  HAVE  this  day  received  yours  of  the  13th  current^ 
with  the  account  of  ray  Lord  of  Essex's  treatment 
in  passing  the  Sound ;  which,  if  wholly  new,  was 
what  we  had  very  little  reason  to  expect  from  that 
Crown  since  the  change  of  their  Ministry :  though 
there  are  some  reports  here  that  they  intend  to 
keep  up  a  close  intelligence  with  France,  for  fear 
of  the  Swede,  whose  forces  give  them  at  this  time, 
it  seems,  some  jealousy.  I  will  hope  my  Lord  of 
Essex  may  receive  the  satisfaction  he  demands; 
however,  he  will  have  that  of  having  discharged 
his  part  upon  this  occasion  with  the  constancy  that 
became  him« 

I  do  not  question  but  you  will  receive  a  wiser 
answer,  as  you  say,  from  Spain;  and  wish  they 
could  find  wiser  men  to  encharge  with  their  great 
affairs  and  governments,  J:han  you  will  see  they  do 
by  the  accounts  I  know  you  receive  from  Hrussels> 
of  the  Constable's  late  caprices  in  order  to  his  re- 
turn for  Spain.  It  is  here  variously  discoursed  who 
shall  succeed  him:  the  old  Empress  and  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain  being  still  in  name  among  some 
others  ;  either  of  which,  or  both  together,  as  it  is 
talked  of,  seeming  the  best  choice  that  can  now  be 
made  by  the  Crown  of  Spain.  It  is  wished  here^ 
that  his  Majesty  would  further  it  all  he  can  by  the 
offices  of  his  Minister  in  that  Court. 

Yesterday  the  Spanish  Ambassador's  Secretary 
came  to  communicate  to  me  a  letter  he  had  re-* 
ceived  from  the  Ambassador  at  Brussels ;  taking 
notice,  that^  upon  a  more  particular  observation  S 
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Dur  late  ratification  of  the  concert,  the  date  of  it 
was  preceding  to  that  of  the  concert  itself,  signed 
by  me  here  at  the  Hague,  which  was  the  last  of 
January  N.  S.  whereas  the  ratification  at  Westmin« 
ster  bears  date  the  7th  of  January,  O.  S.  And  thia 
remark  of  the  Ambassador's  I  find  to  be  true,  by 
comparing  it  with  the  copy  of  the  ratification  that 
lies  by  me :  and  doubt  not  but  the  mistake  only  was 
of  the  month  of  January  for  February,  in  the  rati- 
fication you  sent  me  over.  Whereupon  I  assured 
the  Secretary,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  the 
redress  of  it,  and  he  desired  me  to  endeavour  it  as 
soon  as  I  could ;  and  I  hope  the  notice  of  it  may 
come  time  enough  to  prevent  the  same  mistake  in 
the  instruments  intended  for  Sweden  and  Holland, 
as  well  as  to  procure  a  new  one  for  Spain. 

I  could  not  by  the  last  post  give  you  the  cer* 
tainty  of  the  issue  in  the  Prince  of  Orange's  aflkir^ 
the  States  of  Holland  not  rising  till  one  o'clock  that 
night,  after  the  warmest  debates  which  have  been 
known  among  them  for  many  years :  however,  the 
towns  which  favour  the  Prince  having  the  plurality 
of  voices,  and  Amsterdam  in  the  head  of  them,  at 
length  carried  their  point,  and  brought  it  to  a  re* 
solution,  that  the  Prince  should  have  session  in  the 
Council  of  State  with  a  decisive  voice ;  and  should 
have  the  same  place  his  ancestors  were  used  to. 
After  this  was  resolved  on,  that  party  which  the 
most  opposed  the  Prince's  interest  started  two  new 
points :  the  first,  that  no  Captain-general  should  be 
chosen  otherwise  than  from  year  to  year,  but  by 
unanimity  of  voices ;  and  secondly,  that  in  case 
the  Prince  should  be  chosen  Captain-general  for 
Vfe,  then  it  should  be  again  debated  and  resolved 
by  plurality  of  voices,  whether  he  should  continue 
his  session  in  the  Council  of  State.  And  these  two 
points  were  agreed  to  by  all  the  towns  excepting 
four  or  five,  in  which  number  were  Amsterdam 
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and  Haerlem ;  who  maintain,  that  they  were  not 
now  to  be  resolved,  but  then  only  when  those  mat- 
ters came  in  question.  The  States  of  Holland  be* 
ing  separated  after  these  resolutions,  the  execution 
of  that  concerning  the  Prince's  entrance  into  the 
Council  of  State  will  remain  in  the  States  General, 
and  consequently  receive  no  opposition  that  I  can 
foresee :  and  though  it  bears  no  great  name,  yet  I 
take  it  to  be  of  that  importance,  as  to  leave  his 
Highnesses  future  fortunes  in  a  manner  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  carriage  and  personal  quali* 
ties,  which  give  hitherto  all  the  signs  that  can  be 
of  advancing,  and  not  impairing,  them. 

In  the  course  of  this  business,  Monsieur  Van 
Beuninghen  has  so  much  provoked  the  ill-will  and 
opinion  of  those  towns  which  were  contrary  to  the 
Prince,  that  they  had  almost  resolved' to  make  a 
stop  of  his  journey;  but  that  is  now  over,  and  he 
prepares  to  be  gone  the  end  of  this  week,  and  will 
not  deserve  to  be  less  welcome  in  England  for 
what  has  lately  passed  here :  though  perhaps  it  may 
not  be  to  his  advantage,  nor  to  the  Prince's  nei- 
ther, to  give  him  any  too  public  testimonies  of  it. 
He  gave  me  hopes  on  Sunday  night,  that  to-mor- 
row the  business  of  Surinam  would  be  ended,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  I  drew  up  in  pursuit  of  our 
last  conference,  which  I  here  send  you  enclosed : 
though  he  told  me  there  would  be  difficulty  in  the 
point  of  Major  Bannister's  landing  with  so  much 
liberty  as  is  insisted  on ;  and  therefore  he  pressed 
me  hard  to  be  content  with  either  remaining  aboard 
his  ships,  or  else  lodging  in  the  fort  till  his  aflFairs 
were  dispatched,  where  all  convenience  should  be 
provided  him :  but  I  refused  both  ;  and  so  left  the 
thing  with  him  in  the  form  it  now  runs.  I  am,  Sir» 
your,  &c. 
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To  my  Lord  Berkley. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  May  30,  N.  S.  1670, 

Though  I  know  your  Excellency  would  easily  for- 
give me  a  commission  which  might  save  you  a 
trouble  in  the  midst  of  many  others  that  are  a  great 
deal  more  necessary^  yet  I  could  not  forgive  my- 
self if  I  should  any  longer  delay  giving  your  Lord- 
ship the  assurances  how  great  a  part  I  take  in  all 
your  fortune,  and  consequently  how  much  I  have 
shared  in  the  general  satisfaction  which  I  hear  you 
have  both  left  in  England,  and  found  in  Ireland, 
upon  your  late  entering  upon  the  government  of  . 
that  kingdom.  I  am  not  only  much  pleased  with 
it  upon  a  private  score,  as  one  of  your  Lordship's 
servants,  but  as  having  always  had  the  best  wishes 
for  the  public  good  of  that  country,  and  his  Ma- 
jesty's service  in  the  establishment  of  it:  both 
which  will,  I  am  confident,  thrive  very  much  in 
your  Lordship's  hands ;  not  only  in  regard  of  the 
great  experience  and  abilities  which  are  so  gene- 
rally allowed  you,  but  because  you  are  too  rich, 
as  well  as  too  generous,  to  lose  the  merit  and  glory 
of  great  and  honest  actions  in  the  cares  of  your 
own  private  fortunes:  for  this  has  too  often  given 
an  alloy  both  to  the  worth  and  success  of  several 
of  your  Lordship's  predecessors ;  and  contributed 
chiefly  to  the  unhappiness  of  the  governors  as  well 
as  of  tbe  country ;  both  which,  I  hope,  you  will 
have  the  honour  to  restore.  I  cannot  but  observe 
to  your  Lordship,  that  I  find  by  a  general  consent 
of  the  merchants  here,  that  Ireland  runs  every  year 
an  eighth  part  in  debt  by  importing  so  much  be- 
yond its  exportation ;  which  being  to  be  drawn 
out  in  coin,  will  be  a  certain,  though  slow,  con- 
sumption of  the  treasure  of  that  kingdom,  unless 
remedied  by  sumptuary  laws,  or  examples  for  less- 
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ening  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities  j  or 
else,  industry  for  increasing  the  native,  which  are 
either  consumed  at  home,  or  carried  abroad :  the 
first  is  like  diet,  but  the  other  like  exercise,  to  an 
indisposed  body,  which  is  the  way  of  acquiring 
strength  and  vigour ;  whereas  the  former  gives  but 
barely  health.  I  believe  the  two  great  improve- 
ments to  be  made  in  Ireland,  are  of  the  fishing  and 
the  linen  trade ;  this  to  keep  our  money  at  home, 
and  that  to  fetch  more  in  from  abroad.  If  your 
Lordship  thinks  these  particulars  worth  your  care, 
and  that  I  can  contribute  towards  them  by  any 
lights  and  assistances  from  hence,  I  shall  be  glad 
upon  that  or  any  other  occasion  to  receive  your 
commands. 

I  have  given  my  secretary  order  to  make  an  ex- 
tract of  the  news  which  either  arises  here,  or  comes 
to  me  by  letters  from  foreign  parts ;  which  shall 
go  weekly  to  you,  if  you  think  it  worth  the  trouble, 
and  will  please  in  return  to  do  me  the  justice  of 
esteeming  me  what  I  am,  with  much  truth  and 

Eassion,  my  Lord,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
umble  servant. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington* 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  S,  N.  S.  1670l 

I  WAS  extreme  glad  to  find  by  your  Lordship's  of 
the  16th  past,  some  assurance  of  your  recovery; 
and  whatever  the  name  of  your  illness  was,  will 
believe  the  nature  of  it  could  not  be  very  bad,  since 
it  left  you  so  soon  :  after  which  I  will  trouble  you 
no  more  with  my  remedies  ;  nor  shall  I  need  any 
myself,  after  so  great  a  one  as  your  Lordship  has 

EVen  me  by  the  knowledge  of  your  own  and  my 
ady's  health:  for  which  I  make  you  my  particu- 
lar acknowledgments. 

By  observing  the  winds,  I  guess  Monsieur  Van 
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Beuninghen  will,  before  this  arrives,  have  given 
your  Lordship  the  account  himself  of  his  leaving 
the  Hague  on  Sunday  night,  and  setting  sail,  I 
suppose,  on  Monday  evening ;  unless  Madam  Ho- 
ney wood  made  him  stay  some  hours  longer,  who 
had  appointed  to  be  with  him  by  that  time  from 
Amsterdam.  I  will  say  nothing  in  favour  of  her 
pretension,  but  that  she  is  daughter  to  the  an^ 
cientest  Burgomaster  of  Amsterdam,  who  has  ex* 
pressed  the  greatest  passion  of  any  other  of  the 
States,  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  late 
concernment,  and  may  perhaps  thereby  deserve 
some  mark  of  his  Majesty's  favour,  which  I  assure 
ou  I  say  wholly  of  myself:  for  my  good  offices  in 
er  business  were  not  at  all  thought  worth  enga- 
ging, since  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen  undertook 
it,  as  I  suppose  he  has  done  by  their  joining  com^^ 
pany.  Your  Lordship  will  find  nothing  to  lessen 
your  esteem  of  his  person,  unless  it  be,  that  he  is 
not  always  so  willing  to  hear  as  to  be  heard;  and 
out  of  the  abundance  of  his  imagination  is  apt  some*- 
times  to  reason  a  man  to  death ;  which  I  tell  your 
Lordship  beforehand,  that  you  may  not  fall  into 
any  prejudice  before  you  know  him  well :  and  on 
the  other  side,  I  have  taken  some  care  to  prevent 
his  employing  that  talent  too  much  in  your  conver- 
sations. For  the  rest,  you  will  find  nimj^r^  hon^ 
neie  homme ;  one  that  puts  all  the  good  of  bis 
country  upon  maintaining  and  cultivating  his  Ma<i> 
jesty's  alliance ;  and  who,  upon  the  Prince's  occa* 
sion,  will  deserve  the.  good  will  of  our  Court* 

For  his  manner  of  negotiating,  I  am  confident 
you  will  find  him  not  ill-bred,  nor  offering  to  im-^ 
pose  his  measures,  as  you  call  them,  upon  us ;  but^ 
after  any  propositions  and  reasons  he  shall  lay  be- 
fore vou,  wilt  rather  tell  you  that  you  are  masters 
of  all }  and  that  the  States  will,  in  all  things  that 
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concern  our  neighbours,  perfectly  follow  those  his 
Majesty  shall  take. 

Whatever  reception  the  States  proposal  about  the 
Algerines  meets  with  in  England,  I  wish  to  God 
some  better  order  were  taken  for  preserving  our 
honour  in  the  Mediterranean :  for,  what  with  the 
ill  conduct  of  our  captains,  that  they  say  will  turn 
merchants,  leaving  our  merchants  to  play  the  men 
of  war,  and  with  the  late  shameless  loss  of  Sap* 
phire ;  I  assure  your  Lordship,  the  reputation  of 
our  sea-affairs  and  men  decays  abroad  to  a  degree 
that  is  very  sensible  I  am  sure  to  me,  and  I  doubt 
will  hardly  recover  without  some  new  and  sever© 
discipline  or  examples. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  was  introduced  into  the 
Council  of  State  on  Saturday  last,  and  with  the  cir- 
cumstances which  he  is  very  well  pleased  with. 
He  resolves  upon  his  journey  into  England  about 
the  latter  end  of  this  month,  or  beginning  of  next: 
but  will  not  fix  the  time  till  the  Pensioner's  return 
from  Groningen  about  ten  days  hence,  I  am,  my 
Lord,  your,  &c. 

To  mi/  Lo7'd  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  17,  N.  S.  1670, 

I  WAS  very  glad  to  hear  this  morning  of  your 
Lordship's  being  well  arrived  in  town ;  where,  I 
hope,  the  diversions  of  your  late  journey  have  re- 
turned you  with  such  an  encrease  of  health  as  is 
necessary  for  the  support  of  your  great  affairs,  Y 
para  mi  consuelo.  Many  French  have  lately  passed 
this  way  since  the  return  of  that  Court ;  some  who 
attended  Madame  into  England,  and  extremely 
applauded  her  reception  there,  and  his  Majesty's 
great  graciousness  to  those  of  her  train.  The 
Count  d'Estrades  came  likewise  thire^  days  since, 
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but  I  think  barely  on  a  visit  to  his  old  home ;  or  if 
he  has  any  business,  it  is  particular,  and  at  Am- 
sterdam. I  find,  they  all  agree  in  assuring  us  of 
the  peace,  as  long  as  we  can  assure  them  of  the 
King  of  Spain's  life*:  but  in  giving  us  fair  warning 
that  whenever  that  fails,  their  Master  will  march 
into  the  rest  of  Flanders  without  any  circumstance, 
and  possess  himself  of  it  if  he  can.  This  know- 
ledge,  and  that  of  the  King  of  Spain's  late  sick- 
ness, have  given  them  some  perplexity  here,  which 
is  much  relieved  by  this  day's  news  of  his  recovery. 
But  we  find  nothing  yet  towards  the  redress  of  the 
Jate  untoward  answer  upon  the  arbitrage. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  continues  still  the  talk, 
as  well  as  the  desires  of  his  journey  into  England : 
but  has  of  late  been  very  earnest  to  know  my  opi- 
nion, whether  he  be  like  to  procure  any  satisfac- 
tion in  his  pretensions  there ;  saying,  as  I  guess, 
industriously,  that  all  his  best  friends  here  are  of 
opinion,  that  in  case  that  should  wholly  fail  him, 
his  journey  into  England  would  prove  of  great 
prejudice  to  his  affairs  here,  by  letting  his  friends 
see  how  little  he  is  considered  by  his  Majesty, 
whose  countenance  will  be  a  great  support  to  him 
in  the  course  of  his  fortunes. 

I  durst  not  offer  his  Highness  the  least  judgment 
of  my  own  upon  this  matter;  assuring  him  I  was 
wholly  ignorant  of  all  his  Majesty's  affairs,  besides 
what  related  to  this  country ;  and  particularly  of 
the  present  state  of  his  revenue,  or  now  much  the 
late  supplies  have  contributed  towards  the  ease  of 
it :  upon  which  the  Prince  seemed  very  desirous 
that  I  would  touch  this  point  to  your  Lordship,  so 
as  to  have  your  thoughts  upon  it  before  he  goes. 
This  I  suppose  proceeds  chiefly  from  the  Princess 
Dowager,  who  declared  her  opinion  positively  to 
me  some  weeks  ago  upon  this  matter,  to  the  same 
purpose,  and,  I  hear,  persists  in  it ;  which  yet  she 
does  not  in  all  things.    For,  I  can  assure  your  Lord*. 
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ship,  she  now  professes  to  be  the  most  satisfied 
that  can  be  with  my  conduct  in  relation  to  the 
Prince,  and  makes  me  more  acknowledgments 
than  are  fit  for  me  to  receive,  since  I  pretend  only 
not  to  have  spoiled  his  business,  which  it  had  been 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  for  an  English  Mi- 
nister  here  to  have  done.  I  wish  to  God  he  do 
nothing  towards  the  prejudice  of  it  himself,  by  ad- 
vice of  younger  or  warmer  heads :  for  this  is  a 
country  where  fruit  ripes  slowly,  and  cannot  be 
preserved  if  it  be  gathered  green.  I  am  very  con- 
fident from  his  last,  as  well  as  the  present  disposi- 
tions  I  here  discern,  that  his  fortunes  are  in  his 
own  hands ;  and  I  hope  he  will  make  great  advan- 
tages in  the  conduct  of  them,  by  your  Lordship's 
advices  when  he  sees  you  in  England,  of  whose 
prudence  and  virtues  he  will  go  over  with  a  very 
full  persuasion. 

Monsieur  de  Witt  returned  yesterday  to  town, 
after  fifteen  days  absence  at  Groningue,  about  the 
composing  some  differences  in  that  province.* 
There  is  a  violent  humour  runs  against  him  of 
late  in  the  town  of  Amsterdam,  upon  pretext  of 
his  growing  too  far  into  the  sway  of  all  affairs  in 
this  State  by  so  long  a  ministry ;  and  of  advancing 
his  own  friends  into  offices  and  places  of  trust  with 
too  much  industry.  But  I  suppose  the  bottom  of 
this  is  the  same  with  that  of  all  popular  humours ; 
that  is,  a  design  in  the  leaders  to  change  the 
scene,  that  so  those  who  have  been  long  employed 
may  make  room  for  those  who  have  been  long 
out.  I  am  not  of  opinion  they  will  succeed  to 
prejudice  him  suddenly,  both  because  his  chief 
enemies  acknowledge  his  great  abilities  and  use- 
fulness to  the  State,  and  because  he  will  always 
have  it  in  his  power  to  fall  in  very  considerably 

*  This  was  a  year  or  two  before  he  was  massacred. 
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with  the  Prince's  interest,  which  the  other  party 
pretends  to  promote:  though  in  such  a  case  his 
Highness  would  have  a  hard  choice  with  which 
wind  to  sail ;  as  indeed  he  is  likely  to  fall  into  con« 
junctures  here  that  will  require  all  his  prudence. 

I  thought  fit  to  say  thus  much  at  once  to  your 
Lordship,  that  so  you  may  the  better  know  what 
to  make  of  twenty  reports  that  may  arise  upon 
these  occasions.  Though  it  will,  I  think,  after  all, 
be  our  parts  both  in  England  and  here,  to  seem 
the  least  we  can  concerned  in  them,  farther  than 
our  wishes  to  the  perfect  union  of  a  State  we  are 
so  near  allied  to ;  which  we  may,  I  suppose,  own 
our  opinion  of,  that  it  will  never  be  compassed  but 
by  taking  in  the  Prince's  interests,  as  far  as  can 
consist  with  the  liberty  of  the  State ;  and  making 
such  a  person  of  him,  as  may  in  title,  expence,  and 
other  circumstances,  represent  the  dignity  of  their 
commonwealth.     I  am  ever,  my  Lord,  your,  &c. 

To  the  Earl  of  Northumberland* 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  17,  N.  S.  1670. 

By  the  same  post  which  brought  me  the  honour 
of  a  late  letter  from  your  Lordship,  I  received  from 
other  hands  the  news  of  my  Lord  of  Northumber- 
land's having  left  to  you  the  succession  of  all  his 
honours  and  fortunes ;  which  gives  me  the  occa- 
sion of  acknowledging  your  Lordship's  favour  and 
memory :  and  at  the  same  time  of  condoling  with 
you  upon  the  loss  of  a  father,  whose  great  virtues 
and  qualities  must  needs  have  made  so  many 
sharers  with  you  in  this  affliction.  I  hope  the  help 
which  is  given  your  Lordship  by  so  many  of  your 
servants  and  friends  upon  this  occasion,  will  serve 
to  ease  your  own  part  in  it :  and  that,  after  all  that 
can  be  offered  up  to  decency  and  to  the  memory 
of  so  great  and  excellent  a  person,  this  will  find 
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your  Lordship  rather  taken  up  with  the  imitation 
of  his  virtues,  than  the  bewailing  of  his  loss :  since 
this  is  but  what  he  owed  to  nature  and  to  age,  and 
to  the  course  of  long  infirmities ;  and  the  other  is 
what  will  be  due  from  your  Lordship,  all  your  life, 
to  your  birth,  your  family,  and  yourself.  Nor  in- 
deed can  ever  so  much  depend  upon  so  few  paces, 
as  will  now,  upon  those  your  Lordship  shall  make 
at  your  first  setting  out ;  since  all  men  will  be  pre- 
saging  by  them  the  course  of  your  journey,  as  they 
will  have  indeed  influence  upon  the  ease  as  well  as 
the  direction  of  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  expect  a 
great  increase  of  your  Lordship's  personal  honour 
upon  this  occasion ;  and  that  having  been  so  ex- 
cellent a  son  of  a  family,  you  will  shew  yourself 
the  same  in  being  now  a  father  of  it ;  since  nothing 
makes  men  fit  to  command,  like  having  learned  to 
obey ;  and  the  same  good  sense  and  good  disposi- 
tions make  men  succeed  well  in  all  the  several  of- 
fices of  life.  Those,  I  know,  will  be  your  Lord- 
ship's safety  in  entering  upon  a  scene,  where  you 
will  find  many  examples  to  avoid,  and  few  to  imi- 
tate :  for  I  have  yet  seen  none  so  generally  cor- 
rupted as  ours  at  this  time,  by  a  common  pride 
and  affectation  of  despising  and  laughing  at  all 
face  of  order,  and  virtue,  and  conformity  to  Jaws ; 
which,  after  all,  are  qualities  that  most  conduce 
both  to  the  happiness  of  a  public  state,  and  the 
ease  of  a  private  life. 

But  your  Lordship  will,  I  hope,  make  a  great 
example,  instead  of  needing  other  than  those  of 
your  own  family,  to  which  so  much  honour,  order, 
and  dignity,  have  been  very  peculiar ;  as  well  as 
the  consequences  of  them  in  the  general  applause, 
and  the  particular  esteem  of  all  those  who  have 
had  the  honour  to  know  and  observe  it.  Among 
whom  there  is  none  more  desirous  to  express  that 
inclination  by  his  services,  nor  that  ha^  more  of 
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It  at  heart,  than,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most 
faithful  and  most  humble  servant. 


To  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuscany.      Au  Grand  Due  de  Tosc^ne. 


Hague,  June  27, 
Sir,  N.  S.  1670. 

Having  so  long  taken  part  in 
whatever  concerns  the  person 
or  interests  of  your  most  serene 
Highness,  I  could  not  fail  to 
condole  with  jou  for  your  great 
loss,  whereof  all  Christendom 
would  have  been  sensible  to 
the  last  degree,  if  the  grief  for 
such  an  accident  were  not  less- 
ened by  the  succession  of  a 
Prince  who  has  left  such  im- 
pressions of  his  person  and 
merits  where-ever  he  has  ap- 
peared, as  will  never  be  worn 
out. 


It  18  true,  such  is  the  com- 
position of  human  things,  that 
nothing  is  pure  or  without  mix- 
ture; so  that  even  upon  this 
occasion  I  see  some  ground  to 
mix  my  congratulation  with  my 
condolence,  when  I  consider 
that  your  Highness  has  finish- 
ed your  travels  before  the  ac- 
cession of  this  glorious  charge. 
Your  Highness  has  added  to 
your  birth  and  wit,  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  the  commerce  of 
Strangers  is  accustomed  to  give ; 
and  you  now  find  occasion  for 
the  exercise  of  all,  towards  the 
government  of  your  subjects. 
My  wishes  and  applauses  shall 
not  be  wanting  to  your  High- 
ness ;  though  I  know  your  con- 
duct and  good  fortune  will  give 
me  little  occasion  but  for  the 
latter,  as  your  Highness's  ^eat 


De  la  Haye^  27  Juirtf 
Monsieur^  S.  N.  1670. 

Ayant  pris  depuis  longtems  une 
aussi  grande  part  dans  tout  ce 
qui  touche  la  personne  ou  les  tn- 
terits  de  V.  A,  Sme^  je  ne  pou" 
vois  manquer  d  m^qffliger  avec 
elle  d  ^occasion  de  la  perte 
qu'eUe  •oient  de  faircy  8f  qui  est 
telle^  que  la  ChrStiente  en  seroit 
inconsolable^  si  la  douleur  d^un 
evenement  si  triste  netoit  sou-^ 
lagee  par  Iridic  du  Prince  qui 

.  vient  remplir  la  succession  ;  on 
sqait  que  c*est  un  Prince  qui  a 
laisse  de  sa  personne  8^  de  son 
meriteypar  tout  oii  il  a  parUy  des 
impressions  qui  ne  s^effaceront 

jamais* 

II  est  vrauy  que  telle  est  la 
composition  aes  choses  humainesy 
que  rien  n*y  est  pur  8^  sans  me- 
lange;  le  bien  ^  le  mal  ne  se 
laissent  guere  gouter  separement. 
En  cette  rencontre  done  je  vois 
dequoy  meter  mes  congratula^ 
tions    d   mes    condolances ;  je 

Jbnde  les  premieres  sur  ce  que 
V.  A.  Sme^voit  achSve  tous  ses 
voyages  lors  quun  si  glorieux 

Jdrdeau  luy  est  tombe  en  portage. 
EUe  a  ajoutS  au  bonheur  de  sa 
naissancCy  8f  d  la  penetration  de 
son  esprit  J  tout  ce  que  le  com- 
merce ^  la  comparaison  de  di- 
vers etr angers  chez  qui  elle  a- 
voit  sejourncy  a  accoutume  de 
donner.  Cette  riche  moisson 
etant  d  peine  Jaite^  tant  de  ta- 
lens  sont  mis  en  ouvra^e^  Sn  V. 
A.  se  voit  ^  present  obligee  de 
les  consacrer  au  sain  du  gou- 
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qualities' h&ve  idready  given  me  vemement  de  ses  iujeu.  Mes 
a  great  deal,  to  be,  Sir,  your  voeux  ^  mes  applaudissemens 
Highness's  most  humble  and  manqueront  jamais  ^  V,  A. 
most  faithful  servant.  quoyque  sa  conduite  ^  sa  pros- 

pente  me  repondent  qtie  je  ne 
jeray  usage  que  de  ces  dernier s: 

ses  grandes  qualitez  avoient  deja 
Jburni  beaucoup  de  motifs  d^itre^ 

Monsieur y  de  F.  A,  Sme^  le  trh 

humble  ^  tr^sjldelle  seroiteun 

To  Sir  William  Godolphin. 

Sir,  Hague,  July  8,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  HAVE  not  had  any  thing  of  late  worth  your  trou- 
ble, nor  any  of  yours  by  me  to  acknowledge; 
though  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  received 
from  your  hand  the  assurance  of  what  comes  to 
me  more  uncertainly  from  others,  of  the  Catholic 
King's  perfect  recovery,  and  the  Junto's  disposition 
to  admit  simply  of  his  Majesty  and  the  King  of  Swe- 
den's arbitrage,  as  was  proposed.  The  great  dead- 
ness  of  the  season  in  point  of  news  would  have 
excused  you  this  trouble,  but  that  the  Swedish 
Minister  here  begins  to  pursue  me  hard  for  my 
offices  towards  the  Spanish  Court  for  the  second 
payment,  which  he  reckons  to  be  already  due  by 
the  expiration  of  eight  months  since  the  delivery  of 
the  guaranty.  But  Monsieur  de  Witt  and  I  are  both 
of  opinion,  the  Spanish  Ambassador's  act  may  very 
well  be  construed  to  signify  eight  months  from  the 
signing  of  the  concert,  which  Spain  always  insisted 
upon  as  an  essential  part  of  the  guaranty ;  and  to 
begin  the  payments  only  upon  the  signing  of  it, 
which  was  the  last  of  January  past ;  by  which  cal- 
culation the  second  payment  willgrow  due  at  the 
end  of  next  September.  But  this  is  fitter  to  be 
argued  by  Spain  than  by  us :  and  that  which  is 
more  necessary,  is  for  them  to  provide  so  as  the 
money  may  be  ready  here  by  that  term»  to  recover 
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by  the  fairness  and  ease  of  this  payment  the  credit 
they  lost  in  Sweden  by  the  difficulties  of  the  last. 
In  the  mean  time,  if  you  can  persuade  the  Spanish 
Court  to  signify  to  the  Swedish  Minister  either 
there  or  here,  that  they  have  been  put  in  mind  of 
it  by  you ;  and  to  have  it  so  much  in  their  care  as 
to  provide  that  it  shall  not  fail  at  the  end  of  Sep* 
tember,  which  they  take  to  be  the  term  it  grows 
due ;  you  will,  I  suppose,  perform  an  office  both 
necessary  and  grateful  to  all  the  parties  interested 
in  that  affair.  The  Dutch  would  have  enjoined  it 
to  their  Minister,  if  they  had  any  present  at  Ma- 
drid ;  the  want  of  which  gives  you  more  than  your 
share  in  these  transactions.  They  would  fain  en- 
gage Monsieur  Beverning  to  accept  of  that  em- 
ployment ;  which  I  wish  for  your  sake,  but  I  doubt 
its  succeeding. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  intends  to  go  for  England 
about  the  end  of  this  month  ;  and  my  Lord  Ossory 
is  shortly  expected  here  to  attend  him  in  his  jour* 
ney.  I  am  always.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant. 

To  the  Earl  of  Esses. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  7,  N.  S,  1670. 

I  HAVE  received  by  this  last  post  the  favour  of 
one  from  your  Excellenijy  of  the  18th  past,  which 
gives  me  the  hopes  of  a  sudden  dispatch  in  your 
present  negotiations,  and  the  very  welcome  news 
of  your  intention  to  pass  this  way  in  your  return  ; 
where  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  find  the  occasions  I 
desire  of  serving  your  Lordship  in  a  place  that  in- 
deed better  deserves  a  passing  visit  than  any  long 
abode. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  received  by  a  former 
letter  my  condolements  upon  my  Lord  Northum- 
berland's deathf  which  indeed  wa» very  untimely  for 


128  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

himself,  his  family,  and  his  friends.  But  if  vte 
needed  greater  examples  how  little  defence  is  to  be 
found  against  that  enemy  either  from  greatness  or 
from  youth,  we  should  have  received  a  very  suf- 
ficient, as  well  as  a  very  sad  one,  by  an  express 
which  brought  this  morning  the  news  of  Madarae'g 
death,  by  particular  letters  both  to  the  States 
and  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 

The  French  courier  being  not  expected  till  to- 
morrow morning,  I  have  not  yet  received  any  let- 
ter of  it  from  my  Lord  Ambassador  at  Paris ;  and 
therefore  shall  give  your  Lordship  the  relation  just 
as  it  comes  in  the  Prince's  letter,  which  says,  that 
on  Sunday  last,  being  the  29th  of  June,  N.  S.  Ma- 
dame having  eaten  very  well  at  dinner,  and  conti- 
nued so  some  hours  afterwards,  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  called  for  a  glass  of  succory  water, 
which  she  used  to  take  every  day  about  that  hour; 
and  having  drank  it  off  complained  that  it  was  very 
bitter,  and  presently  after  began  to  find  herself  ill, 
and  fell  into  violent  fits  of  the  cholic ;  upon  which 
she  said  she  was  sure  she  should  die,  and  imme- 
diately sent  for  her  confessor,  and  with  great  reso- 
lution disposed  herself  to  it,  by  pasdng  through  all 
the  forms  of  that  church  upon  such  occasions.    The 
news  of  her  Highnesses  illness  was  immediately  dis- 
patched from  St.  Clou,  where  the  court  then  was, 
and  occasioned  the  King's  coming  presently  to  her, 
who  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  that  night,  and 
brought  his  chief  physician  with  him ;  who  both  be- 
gan to  comfort  her  sickness,  and  assure  her,  that 
her  cholic  could  not  easily  carry  away  a  person 
of  her  age.    But  she  persisted  in  assuring  them  of 
her  death,  spoke  a  good  while  softly  to  the  King; 
and  afterwards  said  aloud,  that  she  had  no  regret 
at  all  to  die ;  but  that  her  greatest  trouble  was  by 
so  hard  a  separation  to  lose  his  Majesty's  friendship 
and  good  graces  which  he  hiad  always  expressed  to 
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her. .  She  spoke  to  Monsieur  in  the  same  terms  about 
her  great  willingness  to  die ;  which,  she  said,  was 
the  more,  because  she  had  nothing  to  reproach  her- 
self of  in  her  conduct  towards  him. 

The  King  left  her  about  ten  o'clock  at  night*  his 
physician  assuring  him  she  could  not  die  of  a  eho- 
lie,  or  at  least  not  so  suddenly  as  she  seemed  to  ap- 
prehend: but  her  illness  and  pain  increasing,  she 
expired  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  leaving 
great  sadness  in  that  Court,  and  regret  in  all  those 
who  had  the  honour  to  know  her. 

Your  Excellency  will  easily  imagine  how  sensibly 
his  Majesty  will  be  touched  by  this  affliction;  and 
therefore  1  am  sure  you  will  receive  the  same  part 
in  it  that  I  and  all  the  rest  of  his  servants  ought  to 
do :  which  I  shall  •  not  increase  by  enlarging  upon 
so  sad  a  story,  farther  than  by  one  particular  more 
of  the  Prince's  letter ;  that  her  body  being  opened 
in  the  presence  of  several  persons,  and  among  them 
my  Lord  Ambassador,  they  could  not  find  the  cause 
of  so  sudden  a  death. 

Our  news  from  Brussels  is,  that  the  Constable 
was  to  depart  from  thence  on  Saturday  last,  leaving 
the  Count  de  Monterey  governor  of  those  countries 
by  the  Queen  Regent's  commission  for  the  interim^ 
until  a  new  governor  should  be  sent  from  Spain^ 
who  they  give  out  will  be  Don  John,  and  that  he 
will  be  there  in  a  very  little  time,  and  take  upon 
him  that  government  for  his  life :  but  the  certain- 
ty of  this  we  must  expect  hereafter  from  Spain. 
The  Danish  Envoy  here  tells  me,  he  intends  to  go 
veiT  shortly  for  Copenhagen,  and  that  he  hopes  to 
find  your  Excellency  there,  wherein  I  confess  I  dif. 
fer  with  him.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  know  whe* 
ther  he  did  me  the  right  of  conveying  a  letter  I 
wrote  to  Monsieur  Guldenlew,  in  answer  to  one  I 
received  from  him  upon  his  last  arrival  in  Denmark. 
Your  Lordship  will  oblige  me  to  let  one  of  your 
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secretaries  inform  himself  from  one  of  his,  whether 
such  a  letter  was  received,  without  drawing  it  into 
any  farther  consequence. 

I  beseech  your  Lordship  tobelieve  me  always  what 
I  am  with  very  much  sincereness,  my  Lord,  your 
Excellency's  most  faithful  and  most  humble  ser* 
vant. 

To  my  Lord  Berkeley. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  11,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  RECEIVED  one  from  your  Excellency  of  the  11th 
past,  by  which  you  were  pleased  both  to  oblige  and 
inform  me :  nor  could  any  thing  happen  more  agree* 
able  to  me  than  an  occasion  of  acknowledging  as  I 
ought  the  favour  you  there  express  both  to  my 
friends  in  Ireland  and  to  me :  of  which  I  am  equally 
sensible. 

I  doubt  not  but  your  Lordship  will  find  in  the 
loose  posture  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  a  great  subject 
for  your  prudence  and  industry;  in  the  application 
whereof  I  wish  your  Lordship  all  success  and 
glory,  being  incapable  at  this  distance  to  make  any 
reflections  on  particulars,  either  the  evils  or  the 
redresses:  only  as  an  old  servant  I  may  have  the 
liberty  of  putting  your  Lordship  in  mind  of  one 
point  wherein  your  reputation  is  much  concerned, 
and  upon  which  I  doubt  you  do  not  much  reflect: 
but  if  you  should  continue  this  luxurious  custom 
of  getting  a  lusty  boy  every  year,  people  will  think 
that  you  Hve  like  a  voluptuousyoung  man  of  twenty 
years  old,  and  not  like  a  staid  and  wise  governor 
of  a  kingdom :  nor  am  I  very  well  satisfied  myself, 
whether  it  be  a  thing  that  consists  with  the  gravity 
of  a  privy  counsellor,  much  less  of  a  Xrord  Lieute- 
nant. But  when  I  consider  that  of  so  good  a  race 
we  cannot  have  too  many,  I  am  forced  to  leave  my 
censures  to  give  your  Lordship  much  joy  of  your 
Irishman. 
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We  have  nothing  here  in  discourse  but  the  sad 
and  surprising  news  of  Madame's  death :  of  whieh 
your  Lordship  will  have  the  particulars  from  so 
many  hands,  that  I  will  not  repeat  them ;  nor  enter 
into  the  general  reflections  that  are  made  upon  it 
in  all  places,  I  think,  I  am  )3ure  here,  without  scruf- 
pie  or  dispute. 

The  Constable  is  gone  for  Spain,  and  left  his  go*- 
vernment  much  a3  he  held  it :  nor  can  X  judge  whe- 
ther it  came  from  his  natural  temper,  or  some  con. 
tract^d  indispositions;  for  his  health  has  been  of 
late  the  cover  for  it :  but  these  six  or  eight  months 
pastt  he  has  been  obstinate  to  hear  nothing  of  busip 
nes8,  returning  all  that  has  offered  by  his  nearest 
officers,  with  *  Quire  matarme  ?  and  passing  his  time 
with  his  virginals,  his  dwarf,  and  his  graciosoes. 
Some  say,  his  imaginations  reached  so  far  as  to  raise 
up  spirits  and  assassins  when  he  was  alone. 

It  Spain  has  no  greater  men,  it  is  pity  they  have 
fio  great  use  of  them ;  foi\  I  am  sure,  Non  tali  ati^ 
aiUo  nee  defensoribus  istis  tempu$  egeU  He  has  left 
the  government  for  the  interim^  by  the  Queen  Re- 
gent's order,  to  the  Count  de  Monterey,  whom  he 
latedj  and  I  hear  Count  Marsyn  says,  he  will  not 
obey  a  man  \qui  nefait  que  nattre;  because  he  is 
but  twenty-eight  years  old;  but  they  have  succeed- 
ed so  ill  with  one  tqvi  ne  songeoit  qu^d  mouriVf  that 
I  think  it  will  not  pass  for  a  very  just  exception  ; 
^d  our  fri^d  Count  Marsyn,  who  is  hot  at  hand, 
mU,  I  hope,  coime  to  himself,  and  help  to  keep  all 
things  quiet  in  Flanders  till  Don  John's  arrival, 
which  is  now  talked  of,  but  I  am  not  the  easiest  to 
jbelieve  it. 

I  beg  yot»r  Lordship's  favour,  or  rather  justice, 
hoih  to  esteem  and  uk  me  as,  my  Lord,  your,  &c« 

*  Wkt/  do  you  hill  mef  f  Who  is  btUjtist  bom. 

%  fVha  thought  of  nothing  hut  dying. 
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To  my  Lord  Arlington^ 

« 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  15,  N.  S.  1675. 

1  WAS  very  glad  to  find  that  the  great  measure  of 
his  Majesty's  grief  upon  Madame's  death  was  a 
little  lessened  by  the  satisfaction  he  had  received, 
that  it  had  passed  without  that  odious  circumstance 
which  was  at  first  so  generally  thought  to  have  at- 
tended it ;  and  of  which  I  endeavour  in  my  dis- 
course here  to  allay  the  suspicions,  since  I  see  his 
Majesty  is  convinced ;  though  it  is  a  very  difficult 
-matter  to  succeed  in,  after  so  general  a  possession, 
which  has  been  much  increased  by  the  Princess 
Dowager's  curiosity,  to  ask  her  physicians  opinions 
upon  the  relation  transmitted  hither  to  one  of  them 
from  his  brother,  who  is  the  Dutch  Secretary  at 
Paris ;  and  pretends  it  came  from  Dr,  Chamberlain, 
though  something  different  from  what  he  trans- 
mitted into  England.     However  it  happened,  it 
had  certainly  all  the  circumstances  to  aggravate 
the  affliction  to  his  Majesty ;  which  I  am  infinitely 
touched  with,  as  well  as  with  the  sense  of  an  ac- 
cident in  itself  so  deplorable :  but  it  is  a  necessary 
tribute  we  pay  for  the  continuance  of  our  own 
lives,  to  bewail  the  frequent,  and  sometimes  un- 
timely, deaths  of  our  friends.  Et  levim  Jit  pattenUd 
qukquid  corrigere  est  nefas. 

The  Baron  d'Isola  parted  this  day  for  Brussels; 
from  whence  he  told  me  he  would  answer  your 
Lordship's  last  letter,  by  which  he  pretends  to  have 
drawn  confidence  of  his  proposal's  succeeding  in 
England  with  the  temper  the  Dutch  had  given  it 
here:  but  he  does  not  press  the  matter  much  at 
present,  because  he  does  not  pretend  .that  the  Em- 
peror's resolutions  are  fully  taken  upon  it,  nor  wiU 
be  till  after  the  interview,  which  is,  as  he  says, 
about  this  time  contrived  between  the  Electors  of 
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Mentz  and  Triers ;  where  an  envoy  from  the  Em- 
peror, another  from  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  (as 
the  Baron  pretends)  from  some  other  German 
Princes,  are  to  intervene,  where  the  measures  will 
be  fully  taken  among  them.  In  case  his  Majesty 
should  fall  into  the  thoughts  of  admitting  that  con- 
junction, as  Monsieur  de  Witt  tells  me  he  has  like-, 
wise  some  hopes  given  him  from  Monsieur  Van 
Beuninghen ;  I  think  it  were  best,  however,  re-, 
jserving  the  declaration  of  any  such  consent  until 
he  were  very  well  assured  of  the  Emperor's  and 
the  other  German  Princes  final  and  firm  resolu- 
tions ;  which  I  know  not  whether  we  may  be  con- 
fident of  learning  from  the  Baron  d'Isola,  whose 
business  seems  to  be  rather  first  to  draw  out  our 
points,  and  make  them  his  ground  for  persuading 
his  Court  to  agree  with  them ;  and  thereby  value, 
himself  both  to  his  Master,  theGermanPrinces,and 
others,  upon  his  own  being  the  author  of  so  great 
a  negotiation  :  and  perhaps,  if  his  Majesty  have  a 
mind  to  see  the  bottom  of  it,  and  wishes  it  effected, 
for  common  interest  sake,  he  could  not  do  better 
than  to  acquaint  the  Elector  of  Mentz  privately 
with  his  thoughts  upon  it,  and  leave  him  to  make 
use  of  that  knowledge  towards  the  preparing  all 
pieces  for  the  work.  For  I  find  that  Prince  must 
jbe  the  spring  of  all  the  motions  that  are  made  in 
it  on  the  German  side :  so  that  all  will  depend  upon 
his  dispositions  and  conduct ;  which  for  my  part  I 
pretend  not  to  understand  yet  in  this  affair:  for 
though  his  late  Envov  here  visited  me  with  great 
professions  from  his  Master  to  his  Majesty,  and 
much  civility  to  me ;  yet  I  fell  into  no  sort  of  plain 
or  confident  discourse  with  him  upon  this  matter; 
but  finding  him  rather  shy  in  it,  1  resolved  not  to 
be  behind-hand. with  him  in  that  point;  ^and  $• 
we  parted  as  wise  as  we  meU 
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By  this  day's  post  I  hear,  the  Count  Ae  Monterey 
is  declared  Governor  of  Flanders  by  way  of  interim} 
which  yet  may  last  longer  than  is  thought  of,  ac- 
cording to  the   slowness  or   uncertainty  of  the 
Spanish  counsels,  especially  Don  John  having  noW 
finally  refused  to  accept  that  charge.     The  Count 
Marsyn,  I  hear,  says  he  will  not  obey  a  man  qui  n6 
fait  que  naitre;  because  the  Count  Monterey  is  but 
twenty-eight  years  old,  and  therefore  sets  on  foot 
already  many  brigues  against  him  both  in  Spain 
and  Iianders,  which  we  here  fear  may  produce 
very  ill  effects  by  increasing  the  disorders  of  Flan- 
ders,  and  thereby  the  temptations  of  France  j 
though  I  hope  our  friend,  who  you  know  is  some- 
thing hot  at  hand,  may  yet  toxx\Q  to  himself:  iot 
methinks  his  exception  against  the  new  Governor 
is  not  very  iust,  after  having  so  long  obeyed  a  matt 
that  thought  of  nothing  but  dying,  and,  for  ought 
I  hear,  was  by  that  apprehension  rendered  unfitter 
for  his  post  than  any  he  could  have  met  with  td 
leave  in  it,  without  very  great  luck.     They  much 
persuade  me  here  to  make  a  journey  to  Brussels  irt 
this  conjuncture,  having  heard  me  speak  of  it  thii 
summer,  and  of  having  his  Majesty's  leave,  because 
they  know  I  am  acquainted  with  those  at  present 
upon  the  scene :  I  find  their  Deputies  have  no  ere* 
dit  there,  and  come  back  only  with  dissatisfaction 
and  complaints :  I  see  nothing  like  to  take  me  up 
here,  when  I  have  observed  this  assembly  of  the 
States  of  Holland,  and  what  they  will  do  and  pro- 
mise further  in  the  Prince's  business,  which  a  fort- 
tiight  will  determine,  and  therefore  am  well  enough 
inclined  to  it :  but  should  be  much  the  more,  if  mii 
Majesty  should  think  fit  to  compliment  the  Count 
Monterey  upon  this  occasion,  and  save  the  expence 
of  any  express  person,  by  sending  him  a  letter  with 
me  to  be  delivered  as  one  that  goes  wholly  tncog- 
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fdtOy  and  without  any  character,  as  was  last  yeat 
intended  I  should  have  done  to  the  Constable  :  of 
which  your  Lordship  can  easily  satisfy  m$. 

I  find  the  Prince  has  put  oft  the  thoughts  of  hi$ 
journey  till  towards  the  sitting  of  the  Parliament, 
upon  which  your  Lordship  has  writ,  by  whose  advice 
his  Highness  resolves  to  steer  in  the  course  of  his 
afiairs  and  motions  relating  to  England.  I  am  ever^ 
my  Lord,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

Sir,  Hague,  July  22,  N.  S.  1670. 

J  AM  at  once  to  acknowledge  both  yours  of  the  1st 
and  5th  current,  with  the  enclosed  names  of  th9 
Scots  Ministers  in  the  first ;  and  in  the  other  the 
last  paper  concerted  with  Monsieur  Van  Beur 
nlnghen  concerning  the  afiair  of  Surinam. 

Upon  what  concerns  the  Scots  Ministers,  I  gave 
in  yesterday  a  memorial  to  the  States ;  upon  which 
I  received  this  day  a  message  from  them,  express- 
ing their  readiness  to  .perform  all  parts  of  theif 
treaties  with  his  Majesty ;  and  desiring  to  know 
from  me  the  several  present  abodes  of  the  said 
persons,  to  the  end  they  might  diriect  their  orders 
to  them  accordingly.  But  in  this  point  I  was  not 
able  to  answer  them  at  so  short  warning,  having 
not  yet  upon  enquiry  heard  of  any  of  the  thre^ 
persons,  excepting  Mackard,  who,  it  seems,  lived 
some  months  since  privately  at  Utrecht ;  but  whe* 
ther  he  continues  still  there  or  no,  I  am  yet  igno-* 
rant ;  and  therefore  I  told  the  States  Agent,  that  \ 
would  endeavour  to  inform  myself  of  their  abodes 
if  I  could ;  but  would  not  take  upon  me  to  find 
them  out  in  any  certain  place,  since  it  was  the  cus* 
torn  and  interest  of  such  men  to  be  as  private  as 
they  could,  and  to  shift  often :  and  therefore  I 
did  not  see  any  thing  like  to  reach  them  but  a  pub* 
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lication  of  their  names,  with  the  States  orders  for 
their  avoiding  these  dominions ;  which  at  some 
time  and  place  or  other  could  not  fail  of  coming 
to  them,  and  have  the  same  efiect  that  could  be 
expected  from  a  more  particular  direction. 

I  spoke  with  Monsieur  de  Witt  this  morning 
concerning  your  last  paper  of  Surinam,  which  he 
perused,  having  not  seen  it  before,  nor  heard  any 
thing  of  it  from  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen  ;  and 
therefore  he  said  the  States  could  not  fall  upon  the 
debate  of  it  without  knowing  upon  what  grounds 
or  considerations  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen  might 
have  made  these  changes  since  his  last  paper  upon 
this  subject,  which  they  expected  would  have  been 
final  in  this  matter.  Besides  some  point  wherein 
he  thought  the  style  not  so  clear,  he  observed  two 
main  alterations  in  the  substance :  the  first  is,  that 
our  ships  could  not  carry  *  des  canons  monies  dans 
la  riviere  ;  which,  he  said,  imports  that  they  might 
carry  what  cannon  they  please,  so  they  were  not 
mounted,  which  is  not  the  business  of  an.  hour's 
time,  and  is  contrary  (as  he  said)  to  your  first 
agreement  with  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen.  The 
second  was  concerning  Major  Bannister,  whose 
landing  is  here  positively  allowed,  with  the  liberty 
of  going  to  his  own  colony :  both  which  were  (as 
he  says)  referred  in  Motisieur  Van  Beuninghen's 
last  paper  to  the  Governor's  discretion  and  judg* 
ment,  whether  it  might  be  done  without  danger  to 
the  colony.  Upon  both  these  points  we  had  large 
discourses,  which  ended  with  his  assuring  me,  that 
he  should  be  the  last  to  raise  any  scruples  upon 
either  of  them ;  but  doubted  that  the  Zealanders 
might  thereupon  (especially  the  last  concerning 
Major  Bannister)  change  their  late  protestations  to 
clamours,  which  might  occasion  the  States-General 

P  Cannons  mounted  in  the  river n 
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to  make  more  difficulty  in  these  changes,  unless 
they  were  satisfied  in  the  reasons  of  them  by  Mon- 
sieur Van  Beuninghen's  dispatches,  to  which  all 
was  of  necessity  to  be  referred. 

I  hear  Monsieur  Lionne  entertained  the  Dutch 
Secretary  at  Paris  with  the  news  he  had  received 
from  Madrid  of  that  Crown's  joining  this  State 
with  his  Majesty  and  Sweden  in  the  arbitrage ; 
and  at  the  same  time  with  many  reasons  why  his 
Master  could  not  admit  of  it,  though  he  said  he 
had  not  yet  communicated  it  to  him :  however, 
the  declared  opinion  of  such  a  Minister  seems  to 
raise  a  strong  prejudice  in  the  case. 

I  am  sorry  the  business  of  conventicles  gives 
you  so  much  trouble,  and  could  wish  we  were  at  a 
good  end  of  all  such  controversies,  which  make  his 
Majesty  appear  abroad  to  have  so  great  and  consi- 
derable a  number  of  subjects  that  have  not  learned 
to  obey  him,  and  consequently  make  up  no  part  of 
his  strength,  but  seem  rather  to  lessen  it,  and 
amuse  people  both  at  home  and  abroad  with  ima- 
ginations of  changes.  Yet  Monsieur  Van  Beun- 
mghen  hath  represented  it  hither  as  a  business 
which  his  Majesty  will  easier  master  than  you  seem 
to  be  confident  of:  but  their  interest  here  may 
help  them  to  believe  as  well  as  to  desire  it,  upon 
the  expectation  of  so  many  persons  and  stocks  as 
will  be  brought  over  to  them  upon  this  occasion ; 
and  make,  as  they  suppose,  a  considerable  increase 
of  their  trade  and  diminution  of  ours.  I  am  al- 
ways. Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  the  Count  de  Monterey.  Au  Cointe  de  Monterey. 

Hague,  July  22,  Be  la  Haye,  22  JuUl, 

My  Lord,          N.  S.  1670.  Monsieur,          S.  N.  1670. 

Having   long  taken  part  in  Ayantprisdepuislongtemsheau- 

what  regards  the  person  and  coup  ae  part  dans  tout  ce  qui 

interests  of  your  Excellency,  toiiche  la  person  ^  les  interSts  de 
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and  having  heard  of  your  ad«  F.  £  ^  venant  (fapprendre  qu} 

vancement  to  so  great  a  charge  elk  a  6ti  pourvue  dune  charge 

as  that  of  Governor  of  the  Ne-  aussi  importante  qtie  Test  ceUe  ae 

therlands,  I  would  not  fail  of    GouvemeurdePdis-basjjen'aif 

giving  you  joy,  and  letting  you  pas  'ooulu  manquer  a  luy  donner 

know  the  satisfaction  I  receive  el  para  bien,  ^  temoigner  lajoye 

byit  upon  many  accounts.  For,  que  j*en  ay  ressenti  pour  ptu* 

since  by  the  force  of  the  pre-  sieurs  raisons.    Car  puisque par 

sent  conjunctures,  it   will  be  l*enchainement  des  conjonctures 

(>ften  necessary  for  me,  in  the  presentesj  Sf  dans  le  poste  c^  je 

post  I  am  in,  to  hare,  something  sms^  il  me  sera  sowoeni  neces- 

or  other  to  negotiate  with  the  saire  de  negotiery  8^  d^ avoir  quel' 

Governor  of  Flanders  about  the  que  chose  ^  demiler  avec  le  Gou* 

Common  interests ;  I  shall  be  verneur  de  Flandresy  Je  seray 

tery  glad  to  enter  into  business  Jbrt  aise  eP avoir  une  Uaison  d* 

where  I  have  already  entered  affaires  avec  celuy  avec  qui  fay 

into  friendship,  and  to  have  to  deja  des  liaisons  a  amities  je  me 

deal  with  a  person  who  has  al-  Jelicite  d^avoir  cifaire  a  un  sage 

ready  given  me  so  many  testi-  dispensateur  qui  m*a  deja  donni 

monies  of  his  fair  and  prudent  iant  de  marques  de  sa  noUe  if 

manner  of  transacting,  as  well  judicieusemaniered^agir*   Avec 

as  of  his  particular  inclination  quelle  joye  n^ay-je point  vu  voire 

for  confirming  the  alliance  be-  penchant  particulier  ^  affermir 

tween  the  Crowns  of  both  our  T alliance  entre  hs  deux  Couron* 

Masters,  and  for  the  advance-  nes  de  nos  Maitres,  S;  vdtre  in- 

ment  of  their  interests,  where-  clination  a  avancer  des  interets 

in  the  welfare  and  repose  of  qui  ne  tendent  aujourdhuy  qu*  ^ 

Christendom    are    concerned,  procurer  le  bonheur  ^  le  repos  de 

And  whereas  the  good  order  la  Chretiente,    Comm^sa  Ma* 

of  affairs  in  Flanders  is  very  jeste  ^  ceux  de  la  triple  alliance 

important  to  his  Majesty  and  ontjbrt  d  cosur  l*etat  des  affaires 

the  other  parties  of  the  triple  de  Flandres,  aussi  bien  que  la 

alliance,    as    well   as    to  the  Couronned*Espagne;jemeJais 

Crown  of  Spain,  I  will  hope  nn  pldisir  de  penser  que  par  la 

that,  by  your  Excellency's  con-  bonne  conduite  de  V,  E*  on/era 

duct,  some  good  order  may  be  eri^n  quelque  bon  reglement  tou» 

taken  for  settling  the  affairs  of  chant  la  milice  de  JPa'tS'baSf  Sf 

the  militia  of  this  country;  and  qu'en  meme  terns  on  mettrdjin 

in  the  mean  time  an  end  be  put  au^  plaintes  3r  aux  miseres  dee 

to  the  complaints  and  miseries  habitans  ;  puis  qtCun  gouveme" 

of  the  inhabitants,  since  a  go-  ment  n^est  jamais  si  surement 

vernment  is  never  well  esta-  etabiliy  quelors  qu*il  a  son  siege 

blished  but  in  the  hearts  of  the  dans  le  cceur  des  sujets.    Rien 

subjects ;  nor  so  hard  to  be  n*est  si  diffkile  h  ebranler  qu^un 

shaken,  as  when  the  generality  etat  oil  la  multitude,  du  peuple 

of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  no-  aussi  Men  que  la  noblesse  tCap^^ 

bility,  finds  no  interest  in  the  perqoit  point  d^avantase  dans  un 

change.    I  doubt  not  but  your  changement.   Je  ne  aoutepoini 
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Blficdteiicy proposesthedeends,  que  V.  E.  ne  se  soit  defa propciS 

sbd  will  succeed  in  them,  be-  toutes  ces  JlnSf  S(  quelle   n*y 

canse  you  are  too  generous  to  reussisse^  ayant  une    elevation 

mix  with  them  your  own  pas-  (Fame  asses  grande pour  ny  lais^ 

sions  or  particular   interests,  ser  point  entrer  ses  propres  paS' 

Wbich  wDI  not  be  less  glorious  sionsj  ni  aucun  inter6t  personeU 

to  you  than  profitable  tffid  hap-  Vne  telle  conduite  ne  luv  sera 

py  to  Christendom.     And  be-  pas  moins  glorieuse  qu*eUe  sera 

iides  the  advantage  Spain  will  utile  pour  Ui  ChrStientSy  £r  outre 

iaake   by    your  Excellency's  le  profx  que  VEspagne  en  ti' 

good  ponduct,  Ibey  will  save  rera^  eUe  luy  sauvera  le  soin  de 

Siemselves  the  trouble  to  think  songer  d  un  nouveau  Gouver^ 

of  a  new  Goremor,  or  to  end  neur^  8f  luyjera  prendre  le  parti 

an  interim  so  advantageous  to  de  prolonger  un  si  heureux  in" 

them.  tertm. 

My  best  wishes  shall  not  be        Mes  vcnix  ne  manqueront  ja^ 

wanting  to  your  Excellency,  mais  a  V,E,  &  mes  services  se^ 

nor  my  services  upon  all  occa-  conderont  mes  vceuxj  toutes  let 

sions  where  they  shaU  be  ne-  Jbisqu*ilsluyserontnecessaires; 
Gessary ;  for  no  man  is  with    carun^yapersonnequisaitaDeo 
more  esteem  and  truth  than  I    flus  d*estime  Sf  de  verite  queje 
to],  my  Lord,  your  Excellen-    suis^  monsieur^  vdtre^  S(C. 
cy's  most  humble  and  most  af- 
fectionate servant. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

Sir,  Hague,  July  29,  N.  S.  167a 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  one  from  you  of  the  12th, 
and  hope  the  Dutch  captain  you  therein  mention 
is  before  this  time  arrived,  ana  will  prove  what  you 
desire  him,  and  thereby  deserve  the  encourage- 
ment you  intend  him.  I  know  not  why  Monsieur 
Van  Beuninghen  should  at  present  revive  the  pro- 
position concerning  the  Emperor's  admission,  smc6 
Monsieur  — —  confesses  he  thinks  there  will  b6 
difficulties  made  in  it  by  the  Emperor  himsfelf,  who 
has  not  yet  declared  himself  to  the  Elector  of 
Mentz,  nor,  I  believe,  to  the  Baron  d'Isola  neither; 
though  it  be  true  what  you  observe,  that  it  ought 
to  be  authenticly  demanded  on  that  side. 

I  hear  no  hopes  at  all  from  France  of  admitting 
this  State  into  a  part  of  the  arbitrage :  so  that  if 
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Spain  persists  in  the  demand  of  it,  as  France  no 
doubt  will  do  in  the  refusal,  we  shall  be  as  much 
to  seek  in  the  end  of  the  year  as  we  were  in  the 
beginning.  . 

For  what  concerns  the  commands  I  received 
about  the  three  Scotch  Ministers ;  though  I  can- 
not  find  out  their  present  abodes,  yet  I  question 
not  to  obtain  what  is  desired  against  them.  There 
can  only  be  one  scruple,  if  these  States  will  adhere 
strictly  to  the  treaty,  which  is  the  authentic  know- 
ledge of  their  being  declared  rebels  by  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  which  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  it  be  so, 
though  I  shall  in  the  mean  time  pursue  it  as  if  I 
expected  no  farther  informations. 

I  have  so  far  pressed  them  here  upon  assenting 
to  the  last  paper  transmitted  by  Monsieur  Van 
Beuninghen  upon  the  affair  of  Surinam,  that  the 
States  of  Holland  have  agreed  to  it,  and  appointed 
three  persons  to  endeavour  either  to  dispose  or  to 

Suiet  the  Zealanders,  and  to  pass  it  in  the  States 
ieneral :  and  I  hope  it  will  succeed,  the  town  of 
Amsterdam  concerning  themselves  particularly  in 
it  for  the  support  of  Monsieur  Van  Beuningh^n's 
credit. 

The  assembly  of  the  States  of  Holland  will  se- 
parate on  Friday  next,  and  are  yet  likely  to  agree 
in  the  long  agitated  impositions  upon  the  French 
commodities  before  they  part ;  the  town  of  Rot- 
terdam having  (as  I  hear)  this  day  at  length  as- 
sented ;  but  witn  condition  that  it  shall  not  be  ex- 
ecuted till  after  Monsieur  de  Groot's  arrival  in 
France,  and  account  from  thence  whether  that 
King  be  disposed  to  dispense  with  the  late  rigours 
there  used  for  discouraging  all  Dutch  commomties. 
Though  nothing  has  been  yet  mentioned  in  this 
assembly  concerning  the  Prince,  yet  I  am  made 
believe  they  may,  before  they  part,  settle  a  pen- 
sion upon  him,  though  a  small  one,  of  twenty-four 
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or  thirty  thousand  franks  a  year,  being  only  in  con- 
sideration of  his  session  in  the  Council  of  State. 
I  am  always.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

iSir,  Hague,  Aug.  12,  N.  S.  1670. 

Since  my  last,  the  States  Agent  brought  me  a  copy 
of  the  letter  they  ha4  agreed  on  to  the  Governor 
of  Surinam ;  which,  I  suppose,  they  delayed  till 
about  the  time  of  their  dispatching  it  away,  be- 
cause they  knew  I  would  except  against  the  limi- 
tation given  to  Major  Bannister's  landing;  though 
they  assure  me  the  Governor  shall  have  orders  not 
to  hinder  it,  without  very  evident  knowledge  of 
the  ill  consequence  it  may  have  upon  the  peace  of 
the  colony  j  and  that  the  Zealanders  were  so  sharp 
in  this  point,  that  they  could  not  pass  it  in  any 
other  form.  I  have  likewise,  since  my  last,  been 
assured,  from  the  several  Ministers  here,  that  the 
orders  I  desire  concerning  the  Scotch  Ministers 
iv^ould  be  granted ;  but,  that  the  thing  being  pro- 
posed to  the  States  of  Holland  then  assembled, 
whom  it  most  concerned,  the  persons  being  sup- 
posed to  be  in  their  province,  several  of  the  De- 
puties declared  they  would  not  resolve  without 
communicating  it  first  to  their  towns,  among  whom 
those  of  Rotterdam  were  the  chief;  but  their 
Pensioner,  Monsieur  de  Groot,  upon  his  departure 
from  hence  last  Saturday  towards  France,  assured 
me  of  his  endeavours  to  clear  all  scruples  in  it  be- 
fore he  left  that  town. 

I  have  since  received  your  commands  in  one  of 
the  24th  past  concerning  *  Coronet  Joyce,  to  which 
I  can  yet  make  no  return,  Monsieur  de  Witt  being 

*  Mentioned  in  thp  histories  of  K.  Charles  I.  for  removing 
thftt  King  by  force  frdm  Hohneby.     .        '    - 
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out  of  town,  and  not  expected  till  to-morrow :  and 
I  muAt  first  break  it  to  him,  by  whoni  I  can  beM 
know  what  I  may  hope  for  from  the  States  in  itt 
and  withal  contrive  how  it  may  pass  with  such  cir- 
cumstances of  secrecy,  thsU:  the  noise  may  not  go 
before  the  shot.  By  the  next  I  hope  to  give  you 
an  account  how  I  am  likely  to  succeed ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  will  only  assure  you  of  m  v  utmost  djlu 
gence  in  a  matter  wherein  you  say  his  Majesty  is 
so  much  concerned. 

I  doubt  not  but  a  great  part  of  Mon»eur  Van 
Beuninghen's  errand  was  to  dispose  us  towards  th« 
admission  of  the  Emperor,  and  therefore  wonder 
not  at  his  enforcing  that  proposition :  but  yet,  sure 
the  ground  of  his  journey  was  the  desire  of  findr 
Ing  some  temper  in  the  business  of  the  Elast- India 
trade,  wherein  I  am  very  glad  you  hope  for  satis^ 
faction  from  him ;  I  mean  upon  that  single  article 
which  has  so  long  stopped  the  marine  treaty,  and 
foiled  me  absolutely  in  the  pursuit  of  it.  For  the 
other  point,  I  know  not  yet  whether  Monsieui*  de 
Witt  has  received  any  new  account  from  Mentz 
of  the  Emperor's  intentions;  nor  how  much  it  sig^ 
nifies  what  the  Baron  d'Isola  tells  me,  that  the  Im- 
perial Minister  there  has  declared  his  Master's  re- 
solution, of  referring  himself  wholly  to  that  Elec- 
tor for  the  conduct  and  conclusion  of  that  afiair : 
and  that  the  said  Elector  hath  declared  his  judg- 
ment of  its  being  both  fit  and  necessary;  but  that 
as  to  the  proposition  of  forces  to  be  furnished  by 
the  several  Princes,  he  could  not  proceed  to  ascer- 
tain it  without  more  particular  directions  from  the 
Emperor,  though  his  Minister  there  pressed  him 
to  it.  All  which  seems  to  me  a  very  general  and 
loose  account  fbr  his  Majesty  to  proceed  upon ; 
and  to  have  something  of  the  Baron  d'lspla  in  it, 
as  weU  as  of  the  negotiatian^  Q^  M^tnt? :  ;suid  j^ 
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this  is  all  the  light  I  can  get  at  present ;  nor  do  I 
well  know  where  to  expect  better,  the  States  ^xk^ 
voy  having  already  left  that  place. 

I  shall  not  fail  of  performing  all  the  offices  yoa 
please  to  enjoin  me  towards  the  preserving  our 
mutusJ  confidence  in  this  conjuncture;  which  I 
have  endeavoured  in  all  my  discourses  here  upon 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  journey  into  France, 
since  I  first  heard  of  it :  and  I  am  confident  to 
have  succeeded  with  the  most  rational  and  intelli*- 
gent.  For  common  authors,  they  are  not  to  be 
dealt  with,  being  too  many  and  too  credulous  to 
be  reasoned  with  upon  such  points ;  the  best  is^ 
their  credit  is  of  as  little  weight  as  their  belief,  and 
at  last  truth  will  ever  out. 

I  hear  the  Count  Molina  parted  from  Madrid 
upon  his  way  through  France  into  England  about 
sixteen  days  since ;  so  as  he  ought  to  be  by  thi^ 
time  well  advanced.  The  Spanish  Ambassador  is 
likewiseuponhisretumfromBrusselshither;  which, 
with  other  marks,  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Count  de  Monterey's  being  likely  to  find  a  long 
interim  in  the  government  of  Flanders. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  increase  your  trouble, 
besides  the  profession  of  my  being  always,  Sir, 
your,  &c. 

To  Mr.  Williamson. 

Sir,  Hague,  Aug.  12,  N.  S.  1670.^ 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  the  favour  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived of  two  from  you  of  the  22d  and  2€th  past, 
with  the  advices  you  were  pleased  to  give  me  of 
what  passes  with  you  in  my  Lord  Arlington's  ab- 
sence: and  know  not  what  better  return  I  can 
make  you  from  so  barren  a  scene  as  this  is  «t  pre- 
sent, but  continuing  the  orders  I  gave  upon  Mr. 
Kaithwait's  going  out  of  town,  for  all  the  prlnte. 
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as  well  as  the  papers  of  occurrences,  to  be  con-r 
stantly  transmitted  to  you  by  my  other  secretary 
Mr.  Downton  ;  who  tells  me  he  does  not  fail  you 
in  these  points,  no  more  than  I  shall  do  in  any 
other  wherein  I  can  serve  you  here, 

I  thought,  in  a  time  of  so  little  motion  or  talk, 
to  have  used  his  Majesty's  leave  for  a  short  jour- 
ney  into  Flanders ;  but  some  small  matter  still 
arises  to  keep  me  from  being  wholly  idle ;  and, 
among  others,  the  shadow  of  the  Surinam  business 
haunts  me  still,  though  Monsieur  Van  Beuning- 
hen  assured  me  he  would  lay  it  upon  his  going 
over.  I  should  be -glad  to  know  if  you  find  him 
as  eloquent  in  a  Court  as  they  do  in  an  Assembly 
of  States  here,  and  that  he  proves  as  good  at  con- 
cluding as  at  reasoning. 

I  know,  to  a  person  of  so  much  business  an 
^mpty  letter  is  an  interruption,  therefore  will  add 
nothing  to  this,  but  the  profession  of  being,  Sir, 
your  most  humble  servant. 

To  Sir  John  Treoor. 

•  Sir,  ,  .  Hague,  Aug.  15,  N.  S.  1670. 

Upon  Tuesday  night  Monsieur  de  Witt  returned 
to  town;  and  the  next  morning  I  went  to  him 
upon  the  affair  wherewith  you  had  charged  me  in 
your  two  last  letters,  whereof  that  of  the  29th  past 
gave  me  notice  of  the  yacht's  being  dispatched 
away.  I  related  the  occasion  to  Monsieur  de  Witt, 
and  his  Majesty's  desire  upon  it,  as  near  as  I  could, 
in  the  manner  and  terms  you  had  imparted  them 
to  me ;  adding  of  my  own  whatever  I  could  think 
of,  concerning  the  interest  of  this  State  in  such 
compliance  to  his  Majesty,  especially  where  his 
person  was  concerned;  and  how  fit  it  was  for  them 
to  pass  over  the  want  of  small  circumstances  and 
obligations  of  treaties,  in  matters  of  so  great  im- 
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portance  to  a  King  so  nearly  allied  to  them,  .and 
in  whose  safety  and  quiet  they  wCre  so  deeply  con- 
cerned. He  allowed  all  this  latter  part  of  my  dis- 
course ;  and  for  the  matter  itself  which  I  desired, 
he  told  me,  that  whatever  the  States  were  obliged 
to  by  the  treaty,  they  had  power  to  enjoin  the  ex- 
ecution of,  because  every  province  had  already 
given  their  consent  to  it :  but  in  other  matters  the 
States  General  had  no  power  upon  any  point 
wherein  the  jurisdiction  of  a  particular  province 
was  concerned:  the  union  consisting  of  seven  pro** 
vinces,  whose  sovereignty  remained  still  entire  to 
each  of  them.  That  for  this  reason  it  was  impos- 
sible to  seize  upon  a  man  residing  in  Holland,  and ' 
send  him  over  to  his  Majesty,  by  any  other  power 
but  that  of  the  States  of  Holland,  who  were  not 
now  assembled.  That  the  seizing  of  those  crimi- 
nals by  Sir  George  Downing,  happened  to  have 
been  desired  at  a  time  when  the  States  wei^e  as- 
sembled, who  gave  their  general  consent  to  it : 
whereas  if  the  town  wherein  they  were  had  dis- 
sented and  stood  upon  their  privileges,  it  had  not 
been  in  the  authority  of  the  States  of  Holland  them- 
selves to  command  it. 

After  my  expostulations  upon  these  forms  in 
their  government,  which  made  it  much  harder  to 
treat  with  them,  than  they  found  it  to  treat  with 
other  Princes;  and  Monsieur  de  Witt's  deduction 
of  the  several  sovereignties  of  their  provinces,  and 
privileges  of  their  towns,  from  their  original,  as 
well  as  the  framing  them  into  an  union  (rather  than 
a  government)  for  their  common  defence ;  we  fell 
at  last  into  the  consideration  of  what  could  be  done 
upon  the  present  business,  since  we  had  found 
what  could  not.  And  he  told  me,  with  great  pro- 
fessions of  his  own  desire  to  see  it  succeed,  that 
if  I  put  in  a  memorial  to  the  States  General,  be- 
sides the  danger  of  having  it  grow  public,  I  should 

VOL.  II.  L 
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lose  iust  so  much  time ;  whereas  all  they  could  do 
would  be  but  to  recommend  it  to  the  Committee 
de  Raedt  of  Holland,,  to  dispose  the  Magistrates 
of  Rotterdam  to  seize  upon  the  person  I  desired, 
and  keep  him  safely  guarded,  without  suffering 
any  approach  to  him  but  by  my  order,  until  the 
next  assembly  of  the  States  of  Holland,  which  will 
be  about  a  month  hence :  and  this,  he  said,  the 
Committee  might  do  of  themselves ;  and  he  hoped 
they  would,  upon  my  writing  a  letter  to  the  Presi- 
dent, especially  if  I  would  take  the  pains  to  speaV 
beforehand  to  the  several  members  of  it :  and  in 
this  he  promised  me  his  assistance;  and  withal, 
that  if  the  Magistrates  of  Rotterdam  would  seize 
and  guard  him  till  the  assembly  of  the  States  of 
Holland,  he  would  then  use  all  his  endeavours  to 
dispose  the  said  assembly  to  send  him  over  to  the 
King,  though  he  doubted  much  difficulty  in  it; 
and  that  the  town  of  Rotterdam  would  never  con- 
sent to  it,  without  an  act  from  his  Majesty  to  the 
States,  that  he  should  be  remanded  to  their  town 
after  he  had  been  examined :  for  without  such  an 
act,  he  said,  the  town  of  Dort  had  absolutely  re- 
fused to  send  a  person  within  their  jurisdiction  to 
the  States  themselves. 

Upon  all  these  discourses  I  resolved,  as  the  best 
I  could  do,  to  speak  severally  that  evening  with  all 
the  members  of  the  Committee  de  Raedt  that  were 
in  town,  which  I  did  as  late  as  I  could,  so  as  to 
give  the  least  time  for  the  matter's  taking  vent. 
They  all  agreed  in  the  same  account  of  the  consti- 
tution "^of  their  government,  which  Monsieur  de 
Witt  had  given  me ;  and  assured  me  they  would 
act  as  far  in  this  business  as  they  could  do  ii  it  came 
to  them  from  the  States  General :  but  withal  agreed 
they  could  do  no  more  than  recommend  it  to  the 
Magistrates  of  Rotterdam,  upon  whose  resolutions 
it  would  wholly  depend.    While  f  was  late  in  thew 
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visits  on  Wednesday  night,  Captain  Harris  came  to 
my  house,  and  told  me  of  the  yacht's  being  come 
to  the  B^iell,  but  so  ill  used  by  the  storms  she  had 
met  with,  that  she  would  need  some  repair  before 
she  could  go  to  sea  again  ;  which  I  was  very  sorry 
to  hear,  considering  how  ill  her  voyage  was  likely 
to  succeed,  and  that  I  had  no  hopes  of  sending  her 
back  with  her  intended  charge.  The  next  morn- 
ing being  Thursday,  I  sent  my  letters  to  the  Pre- 
sident just  upon  his  going  into  the  committee :  and 
within  an  hour  after,  Monsieur  de  Witt's  brother, 
who  is  a  member  of  it,  came  to  me,  and  told  me, 
that  they  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Magistrates  of 
JSrOtterdam  to  the  same  purpose  I  desired,  and  with 
all  the  earnestness  they  could ;  and,  to  enforce  it 
the  more  upon  them,  had  appointed  him  and  Mon- 
sieur Voorburgh,  another  member  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, to  go  immediately  thither,  and  to  dispose 
the  Magistrates  all  they  could  to  the  effectual  exe- 
cution of  what  was  desired. 

I  acknowledged  the  care  and  compliance  of  the 
committee :  and  because  I  knew  all  depended  upon 
suddenness  and  secrecy,  and  that  I  had  been  as- 
sured the  day  before  of  Joyce's  being  in  town,  I 
told  him  that  I  was  resolved  to  go  myself,  but  as 
privately  as  I  could,  and  be  there  as  soon  as  they: 
and  while  they  were  disposing  the  Magistrates  of 
the  town,  I  would  endeavour  to  set  the  fellow,  so 
as  to  be  sure  of  him  when  the  scout  should  have 
orders  to  apprehend  him.  After  this  I  went  straight 
to  Rotterdam,  and  got  privately  into  a  house  with- 
in three  doors  of  Joyce's ;  and  had  not  been  there 
an  hour,  when  the  agent  I  employed  to  find  him 
out  had  met  with  him  in  the  street,  and  staid  with 
him  till  he  saw  him  go  home  to  his  own  house.  I 
sent  immediately  to  my  two  commissioners,  (who, 
I  heard,  had  arrived  before  me  in  town)  to  give 
them  notice  of  it,  in  hopes  of  their  being  ready  for 
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me:  but  I  found  they  were  at  the  town-house, 
where  the  Magistrates  had  been  assembled  ever 
since  their  arrival,  and  they  could  not  be  spoke 
with  by  the  person  I  sent  to  them  till  about  an 
hour  after :  and  then  they  told  him,  that  they  had 
been  dealing  all  that  time  with  the  Magistrates, 
who  made  great  diiSculties  in  the  business,  and 
they  could  not  yet  give  me  account  what  they 
would  resolve,  but  as  soon  as  they  could,  they  would 
come  themselves  and  give  me  notice  of  it.-    After 
this  I  waited  with  great  spight  and  impatience  till 
about  five  hours  after  the  Magistrates  had  been  first 
assembled  :  the  greatest  part  of  which  time  I  could 
not  have  failed  of  my  pnze,  if  they  had  sent  their 
officers.    But  after  seven  o'clock  at  night,  my  two 
commissioners  came  to  me,  and  told  me  they  had 
never  seen  the  Magistrates  in  greater  perplexity, 
which  had  kept  them  so  many  hours  unresolved 
what  to  do }  that  they  said  it  was  absolutely  against 
the  privileges  of  their  town,  to  seize  upon  any  man 
without  a- particular  charge  being  ready  against 
him :  that  this  man,  they  heard,  was  a  kind  of  mad 
extravagant  fellow;  that  having  long  resided  in 
their  town,  he  could  be  guilty  of  nothing  towards 
his  Majesty,  unless  it  were  of  words,  which  people 
were  very  free  of  in  their  country,  and  amounted 
not  to  a  crime  that  was  thought  to  deserve  impri- 
sonment ;  that  they  should  have  been  glad  to  know 
-the  words  he  was  accused  of;  and  that  if  they  should 
seize  a  man  without  any  particular  charge,  the 
surety  and  protection  of  their  town  would  be  dis- 
credited, upon  which  much  of  their  trade  depend- 
ed ;  and  that  they  were  confident,  no  town  in  Hol- 
land would  do  what  was  desired  of  them :  that  how- 
ever, for  his  Majesty's  sake,  and  at  the  instance  of 
the  two  commissioners,  they  had  at  last  resolved 
he  should  be  seized  on,  and  that  I  should  have  the 
examining  of  him,  if  I  pleased:  but  that  if  J  could 
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exhibit  no  particular  charge  against  him,  and  he  did 
not  make  himself  guilty  by  his  own  confession,  they 
must  release  him  the  next  day.  I  replied  plainly, 
this  was  just  nothing  to  the  purpose,  and  was  only 
so  much  noise  without  any  effect ;  that  the  King^s 
demand  was  to  have  him  sent  over ;  and  that  since 
that  could  not  be  done  without  the  assembly  of  the 
States  of  Holland,  my  desire  was  to  have  the  man 
seized  upon  and  kept  till  the  said  assembly,  or  at 
least  till  I  received  farther  orders  from  his  Majes- 
ty; and  less  than  this  was  nothing  at  all.  Here- 
upon one  of  the  commissioners,  seeing  how  much 
I  stomached  this  dealing,  told  me,  the  Magistrates 
had  not  absolutely  said  they  would  release  him : 
but  the  other  replied,  that  it  was  true  they  had  not 
absolutely  said  it,  but  that  he  must  confess  he  found 
it  was  their  intention.  For  my  part,  I  thought  it 
was  best  at  a  venture  to  be  once  seized  on  him  if  I 
could,  and  try  whether  I  could  get  any  thing  out 
of  him  upon  his  first  surprise,  and  leave  the  rest  to 
farther  endeavours ;  and  therefore  I  desired,  how- 
ever, that  he  might  be  seized.  They  told  me,  the 
Magistrates  doubted  he  was  not  in  town :  but  when 
I  had  taken  off  that  by  evidence  to  the  contrary, 
they  said  the  Magistrates  did  not  know  the  man, 
nor  any  of  their  officers ;  but  if  I  could  send  some- 
body that  did  to  the  town^house,  they  would  send 
their  scout  with  him  to  execute  what  I  desired. 
This  I  presently  did ;  but  the  person  I  sent  found 
the  Magistrates  still  unresolved,  and  in  very  ill  hu- 
mour about  it ;  and  saying,  besides  a  great  deal  of 
what  the  two  commissioners  had  before  told  me, 
that  in  case  Joyce  had  said  he  would  kill  the  Bur- 
gomasters, or  burn  their  town,  yet  they  should 
never  have  thought  of  imprisoning  him  for  it :  and 
that  it  was  hard  to  be  put  upon  things  so  contrary 
to  their  privileges  and  their  customs,  as  well  as 
their  interests.     My  agent,  finding  these  difficul- 
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ties,  desired  leave  for  me  to  seize  him  with  such 
persons  as  I  could  find  myself:  but  this,  they  said, 
could  by  no  means  be  done ;  and  if  it  should  be  at- 
tempted without  the  officers  of  the  town,  the  burgh- 
ers  would  certainly  rise  and  rescue  him.  With  these 
kind  of  debates  they  put  him  off  about  an  hour 
longer,  making  him  twice  withdraw,  and  come  in 
again  to  them :  but  at  last,  when  it  was  grown  a 
very  dark  night,  they  gave  order  to  their  scout  to 
go  with  him,  and  apprehend  the  fellow.  Here- 
upon they  went  and  searched  his  house,  but  with- 
out finding  him,  and  two  other  of  his  usual  haunts 
with  the  same  success;  but  they  found  evident 
marks  of  his  having  had  notice  given  him  of  his 
danger :  for  one  at  his  house  said,  he  wondered  I 
would  search  for  a  madman,  and  that  if  he  were 
assured  I  desired  only  to  examine  him,  perhaps  it 
might  be  done ;  but  that  for  the  present  he  knew 
not  where  he  was,  having  taken  the  key  of  his 
back  door,  where  he  seemed  to  believe  he  was 
gone  out.  By  all  that  had  happened,  I  found 
plainly  the  Magistrates  of  the  town  had  no  inten- 
tion the  thing  should  be  done ;  and  began  to  be  as- 
sured of  what  1  had  always  doubted,  that  such  a 
pack  of  rascals  of  so  many  sorts  as  had  been  long 
nested  in  that  town  (more,  indeed,  than  in  all  the 
rest  of  Holland),  had  not  made  this  choice  with- 
out some  good  assurances  from  the  Magistrates  of 
being  protected  there.  I  found  as  plainly,  that 
without  their  resolute  and  fair  dealing  in  it,  it  was 
to  no  purpose  for  me  to  endeavour  ft ;  and  that  my 
being  there  was  already  known,  and  had  given  such 
an  alarm,  that  some  of  Joyce's  crew  were  walking 
continually  up  and  down  the  streets  thereabouts 
ever  since  it  grew  dark,  and  others  of  them  stand- 
ing at  his  door  and  his  windows :  and  therefore, 
seeing  that  till  this  alarm  was  over  there  was  no 
hopes  of  finding  my  game,  I  resolved  to  speak  with 
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the  presiding  Burgomaster,  and  engage  him  as  far 
as  I  could  for  the  effectual  pursuit  of  the  business; 
and  make  him  see  I  understood  well  enough  how 
it  failed,  and  where  it  depended,  and  so  leave  the 
town  before  morning  to  give  the  fellow  the  more 
security.  I  sent  to  the  Burgomaster  about  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  desiring  not  to  have  it  taken  no- 
tice of  when  I  spoke  with  him  ;  but  he  sent  me  his 
excuse  by  saying  he  was  in  bed :  after  which  I  sent 
for  the  scout ;  and  when  he  had  confessed  he  had 
orders  to  take  the  fellow,  and  that  he  knew  him 
very  well  (contrary  to  what  the  Magistrates  had 
pretended),  I  said  all  that  I  could  possibly  to  en- 
gage him  in  the  pursuit  of  it ;  and  told  him,  as  the. 
best  argument,  that  I  would  give  him  myself  a 
hundred  ducatoons  as  soon  as  ever  it  was  done,  be* 
sides  representing  the  diligence  so  to  his  Majesty, 
as  that  he  might  expect  a  greater  gratuity.  And 
for  the  better  effecting  of  it,  I  desired  him  to  get 
me  the  kevs  of  the  town-gate  that  was  near  me, 
resolving  then  to  go  out  of  town,  and  to  pass  with 
torches  before  Joyce's  door,  that  so  he  might  see 
I  was  gone,  and  with  me  the  persons  I  had  em- 
ployed in  this  business,  and  thereby  grow  secure 
of  any  farther  danger  for  that  night.  And  I  de- 
sired him,  that  about  an  hour  or  two  after,  he  would 
once  more  search  for  him  at  his  house,  and  other 

J)laces  where  he  used.  All  this  he  promised  very 
airly,  and  all  other  diligences  in  it  for  the  future; 
but  to  say  the  truth,  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  per* 
ceived  plainly  the  fellow  had  his  instructions  given 
him  after  another  fashion,  from  those  that  had  more 
to  do  with  him  than  I :  and  though  I  have  expect- 
ed some  news  from  him  all  this  day.  I  yet  hear  no- 
thing. Since  my  coming  home  1  have  spoken 
again  with  Monsieur  de  Witt,  who  professes  to  be 
very  sorry  for  my  ill  success ;  says  I  did  prudently 
in  coming  away  after  my  first  attempt  failed ;  that 
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he  knows  not  what  to  judge  of  the  Magistrd^tes  pro- 
ceeding till  the  return  of  the  commissioners ;  and 
hopes  something  may  be  yet  done  by  them*  be- 
cause they  were  not  come  back  this  afternoon. 
He  says  he  writ  two  letters  himself  to  the  Magis- 
trates, besides  that  of  the  committee,  to  dispose 
them  more ;  because  he  knew  all  would  depend 
upon  their  hearty  or  faint  proceeding  in  it,  and  as- 
sures me  of  all  his  farther  endeavours* 

For  the  business  of  Surinam ;  they  will  not  be- 
lieve their  last  letter  should  not  satisfy,  since  Mon^ 
sieur  Van  Beuninghen  had  represented  that  Ban- 
nister's absolute  permission  was  a  thin^  desired  by 
you,  but  not  insisted  upon :  so  that,  if  it  be  farther 
pressed,  it  must  be  by  your  orders  after  you  re- 
c^ivjBd  the  last  papers. 

I  ask  your  pardon  for  any  ill  digestion  of  this 
letter,  as  well  as  for  writing  it  in  another  hand, 
which  my  eyes  force  me  to  j  and  may  all  be  attri- 
buted to  the  want  of  sleep  these  two  nights  last 
past.     I  am,  however.  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  19,  N.  S.  1670, 

I  HAVE,  lately  received  the  honour  of  one  from  your 
Lordship  of  the  26th  past ;  by  which  I  was  very 
sorry  to  find  that  any  occasions  had  at  all  withdrawn 
your  Lordship's  usual  concurrence  in  all  great  af- 
fairs, wherein  his  Majesty  uses  the  advice  as  well  as 
labours  of  his  Ministers;  for  the  steadiness  of  your 
Lordship's  judgment,  and  directness  of  your  appli- 
cation to  his  Majesty's  and  the  kingdopi's  honour 
and  advantage  in  all  your  counsels,  gave  me  at  my 
last  coming  over  hither  much  confidence  in  the  suc- 
cessful course  of  our  affairsboth  at  home  and  abroad : 
and  the  more  your  Lordship  estranges  yourself  from 
them,  the  more  my  confidence  in  that  kind  is  like  to 
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abate ;  because  I  am  apt  to  think  it  not  only  an  ill 
thing,  but  an  ill  sign  too. 

I  am  glad  to  receive  your  Lordship's  opinion  con- 
cerning the  continuance  of  our  measures  abroad, 
because  I  see  not  at  present  where  we  can  take  bet- 
ter:  andlthe  more  need  some  such  encouragements 
as  your  opinion  gives  me,  because,  to  say  the  truth, 
I  should  not  be  very  apt  to  concur  with  you  in  it 
from  the  observation  I  can  make  from  hence  of  se- 
veral other  circumstances:  however,  nothing  ou^ht 
to  discourage  such  public  hearts  as  your  Lordship 
from  contributing  all  they  can  to  the  firmness  of 
such  counsels,  as  they  esteem  most  just  and  safe  at 
least,  if  we  are  not  in  condition  to  think  so  far  as 
glorious : 

Multa  dies  yariusque  labor  mutabilis  sevi 
Detulit  in  melius 

We  have  nothing  new  nor  material  in  present 
agitation  upon  this  scene.  The  last  little  commis- 
sion I  had  was  as  troublesome  as  unsuccessful;  and 
proceeded  certainly,  in  the  manner  of  it,  from  want 
of  knowing  or  considering  the  constitutions  of  this 
government;  which  makes  me  confident  your  Lord- 
ship had  no  part  in  directing  it,  no  more  than  my 
Lord  Arlington,  who  was  out  of  town. 

I  wish  your  Lordship  perfect  health  and  satisfac- 
tion ;  and  that,  when  neither  of  these  make  it  ne- 
cessary, you  may  not  be  too  much  at  your  country- 
house.  Though  in  all  places  I  shall  be  ever  with 
equal  constancy  and  truth,  my  Lord,  your  Lord- 
ship's, &c. 
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To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  21,  N.  S.  1670. 

As  your  Grace  will,  I  hope,  meet  with  many  new 
entertainments  on  this  side  the  water;  so  you  must, 
I  fear,  be  content  with  some  new  troubles:  for  both 
usually  happen  upon  all  changes,  I  wish  your 
Grace  all  that  can  be  of  the  first,  and  should  not 
have  given  you  any  of  the  other,  but  to  rejoice  with 
you  upon  your  happy  arrival  at  Paris. 

From  so  little  and  barren  a  scene  as  this  is  at  pre- 
sent, I  cannot  offer  at  informing  your  Grace  of  any 
thing;  especially,  since  men  expect  here  to  receive 
all  their  material  informations  from  your  motions 
where  you  now  are,  and  from  what  shall  succeed 
them  at  your  return.  But  to  leave  these  people  in 
their  doubtful  and  mystical  reflections,  I  shall  not 
interrupt  either  your  Grace's  business  or  leisure 
with  any  thing  but  what  is  plain  and  certain ;  for 
nothing  is  more  so,  than  that  I  am  with  equal  pas- 
sion and  truth,  my  Lord,  your  Grace's  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant. 

w 

To  my  Lord  Falconbridge. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  22,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  WAS  very  glad  to  find  by  your  Lordship's  of  the 
1st  current,  that  the  suddenness  of  your  return 
therein  mentioned,  was  owing  to  the  dispatch  of 
your  business  in  Italy,  and  to  the  care  of  your  health; 
and  consequently,  that  you  receive  from  it  both^ 
honour  and  satisfaction.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  great 
deal  of  both  to  me,  if  you  continue  so  favourable 
intentions  as  you  express,  of  taking  this  place  in 
your  way;  where  your  Lordship  may  promise  your- 
self whatever  my  services  can  be  worth  to  you.  I 
expect  my  Lord  of  Essex  with  my  Lady  here  every 
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day ;  unless  they  have  changed  their  design  since 
their  arrival  at  Haraburgh,  where  they  came  about 
ten  days  since,  after  my  Lord's  having  dispatched 
all  his  affairs  in  the  Danish  Court.  Our  treaty  with 
Spain  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Indies  came 
signed  to  London  last  week,  from  whence,  1  doubt 
not,  it  will  be  suddenly  remitted  with  its  ratifica- 
tion. All  here  is  in  great  quiet  and  silence,  and 
like  to  continue  so,  unless  France  furnish  us  with 
some  new  discourse. 

I  have  hitherto  writ  by  Mr.  Perwich*s  conveyance, 
but  chuse  to  send  this  by  Sir  John  Finch's,  who  is 
like  to  be  a  nearer  observer  of  your  motions.  But 
I  will  not  give  your  Lordship  a  long  and  empty  in- 
terruption, which  has  little  lelse  to  bear  it  out  be- 
sides the  profession  of  my  being,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  most  faithful  humble  servant. 

To  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuscany.      Au  Grand  Due  de  Toscane. 

Hague,  Aug.  25,  De  la  Haye^  le  25  Aodi^ 

Sir,  N.S.  1670.  Monsieur  ^  S.N.  1670. 

I BBCEIVBD  almost  at  the  same  J*ay  quasi  regu  en  mime  terns 

time  the  honour  of  two  letters  les  deux  lettres  que  V.  A.  Sme^ 

from  your  most  Serene  High-  m^  a  fait  Vhonneur  de  niecrire  ; 

Hess;  one  of  March  the  Slst,  Pune  datee  du  81  de  Mars,  Sf 

with  an  entire  vintage  of  the  accompagnee  desplus  riches  ven* 

finest  wines  of  Italy;  and  the  danges  d^Italie^jeveuxdire^de 

other  of  the  5th  instant,  with  ses  vins  les  plus  cxquis;  8f  l*au* 

your   Highnesses  condolences  tre  du  5  au  courant,  avec  les 

upon  the  death  of  Madame.  compUmens  de  condolance  de  V. 

The  great  delay  of  the  ship  that  A.  sur  la  mart  de  Madame.  Le 

brought  the  wine,   and  your  long  retardement  du  navire  qui 

Highness's  great  dispatch  to  a  apportS  les  vins,  ^  Pempresse" 

maxe  a  compliment  so  sad  and  ment  de  V.  A.  k  me  faire  un 

so  obliging,  were  the  cause  that  compliment  aussi  triste  qu^obli- 

two  letters  of  so  different  date  geant;  ces  deux  chases  ontjait, 

arrived  ahnost  together.   For  I  que  deux  lettres  sifort  ehignSes 

have  much  reason  to  commend  par  leurs  dates,  se  sont  presque 

the  diligence  of  Monsieur  Fer-  rencontrees  ^  leur  arrivee.   Car 

roni,  in  conveying  to  me  all  jau  beaucoup  a  me  loiier  de  la 

your  Highness's  favours.  I  find  diligence  avec  laquelle  Monsieur 

the  wines  admirable,  and  seem*  Ferrani  tache  de  me  faire  tenir 
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ing  to  resemble  their  Prince,  in 
having  lost  nothing  of  their  na- 
tural taste  or  goodness,  by  the 
length  of  their  voyage,  or  the 
extremes  of  heats  or  colds. 
And  herein  I  am  more  obliged 
to  your  Highness  than  you  ima- 
gine, not  only  for  havmg  made 
me  taste  the  delights  of  so  fine 
9  climate  in  so  miserable  a  one 
as  this ;  but  also  for  having  by 
the  same  means  given  me  the 
talent  of  a  drinker,  a  quality  I 
wanted  very  much  to  acquit 
myself  of  an  embassy  in  Hol- 
land. 


I  cannot  tell  whether  your 
Highness  by  your  moving  ex- 
pressions upon  the  deplorable 
death  of  Madame,  has  more 
discovered  the  beauty  of  your 
wit,  or  the  greatness  of  your 
affection  to  the  King  my  Ma- 
ster: therefore  I  hope  your 
Highness  will  not  take  it  iU 
that  I  have  sent  his  Majesty  a 
copy  of  your  last  letter,  by 
which  you  have  given  such  sen- 
sible proofs  of  the  part  you  take 
in  whatever  happens  to  the 
Royal  family. 

The  States  General  are  very 
much  surprised  at  the  news 
brought  them  this  day  from 
France,  in  an  express  sent  them 
from  their  Minister  at  Paris, 
which  assures  them  of  themarch 
of  the  French  troops  towards 
the  frontier,  to  the  number  of 


les  Jivoeurs  de  F.  A,  Les  *oin$ 
nContparu  excellens;  S^sij^osois, 
je  dirois  volontiers,  quus  sem" 
blent  ienir  quelque  chose  du 
Prince  qui  les  envoy e;  les  change'^ 
mens  de  climat,  la  longueur  Sf  les 
traverses  du  transporty  la  ri' 
gueur  de  Vhvvery  nt  les  ardeurs 
de  Veti,  ne  luy  ont  rienjait  per-^ 
dre  de  sa  seve  Sf  de  sa  force  ;  Sf 
celay  nefoumit  il  pas  tin  em- 
bleme  assez  naturel  de  la  per- 
Sonne  de  V,  A.  J^ay^  au  reste, 
plus  d* obligation  h  V.  A.  qu*elle 
ne  pensej  sur  son  present  de  vins^ 
non  seulement parce  quelle  m*a 
fait  gouter  des  delices  du  plus 
beau  pats  du  monde^  sous  le  cli" 
mat  te  plus  triste;  mais  sur  tout, 
parce  que  son  present  m*a  excitS 
d  devenir  beuveur^qualite  qui  me 
manquoit  absolument,  S^  qui  est 
pourtant  necessaire  pour  se  Men 
tirer  d^une  ambassade  en  Hoi' 
lande, 

Je  ne  say  ce  que  F.  A.  fait  le 
plusparoitre  dans  les  expressions 
si  touchantes  dont  sa  Cettre  est 
remplicy  ou  la  fecondite  de  son 
esprity  ou  sa  tendresse  de  coeur 
pour  le  Roy  mon  Mattre.  Cest 
pourquoy  fespere  que  F.  A.  ne 
me  sgaura  pas  mauvais  gre  d^a^ 
voir  envoy e  d  sa  Majeste  la  copie 
de  sademierelettre,  danslaquelle 
eUe  a  donne  des  marques  si  ten' 
dres  de  la  part  qu'eUeprend  aux 
evenemens  de  lafamiue  Royale. 


Les  Etats  GSneraux  parois" 
sent  surpris  de  la  nouveUe  que 
leur  a  apporte  un  expres  dep&hS 
par  leur  Ministre  h  Paris,  qui 
vient  de  leurapprendre  la  marche 
des  troupes Frangoisesaunombre 
de  30,000  hommes;  eUes  s^avau' 
cent  vers  les  frontiereSf  &  leur 
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S(\000,  where  they  are  to  ren-  rendez-vous  est  marquS  h  Pe- 
dezvous  at  Peronne :  but  it  is  ronne.  On  ne  decide  point  eri" 
not  yet  known  whether  their  ,  coresurledesseindecette  niarche, 
design  be  upon  Flanders,  or  ^  on  ignore  si  eUe  regarde  ou  la 
this  country,  or  whether  they  Flanare  ou  ce  pats  icy;  8^  on  ne 
project  any  other  measures,  sait  paint  si  Papproche  de  ces 
However,  the  alarm  is  here  so  troupes  ne  tend  point  d  cocker  les 
great,  that  they  have  immedi-  veritables  desseinSf  Sf  d  mieux 
ately  resolved 
thousand  men, 

just  gomg  to  disband:  they  t^rmscsucyauniebpoiniyquon 
have  also  ordered  the  Councd  a  pris  sur  te  champ  ta  resolution 
of  State  to  compute  what  forces  de  continuer  la  solde  h  six  mille 
and  provisions  they  shall  judge  hommes  qu*on  aUoit  congedier; 
necessary  in  case  of  a  rupture  que  la  Conseil  d*Etat  a  ordonne 
with  France :  and  have  dis-  de  dresser  promptement  un  etat 
patched  a  boat  from  Scheveling  de  guerre^  qui  comprit  tant  les 
to  England  with  orders  to  Mon-  levees  d'hommesy  que  les  muni- 
sieur  Van  Beuninghen  (who  is  tions  de  bouche  8s  deguerrcy  qui 
upon  the  point  of  departing)  to  seroienf  estimees^  necessairesy  en 
stay  till  farther  orders  from  the  cas  de  rupture  avec  la  France, 
States.  Q,u^enfin  on  a  fait  partir  de 

Schevelinen  diligence  une  barque 
pour  VAngleterrey  avec  ordre  d^y 
retenir  Monsieur  Van  Beunin^ 
ghen  qui  itoit  sur  le  point  d'en 
partir. 
For  myself,  I  know  not  what        Pour  moyyje  ne  say  ce  queje 
to  judge  of  these  appearances;    dois  juger  sur  toutes  ces  appa-- 
I  shall  ever  complain  of  any    rences ;  je  gemiray  toujour s  sur 
events  that  are  like  to  endanger    les  evenemens  quipourront  mettre 
the  quiet  of  Christendom,  to    en  danger  le  repos  de  la  Chreti' 
which  I  have  for  some  time    entSy  qui  depuis  un  temsy  ^  sous 
(under  the  9rders  of  his  Ma-    les  ordres  de  sa  MajestCy  a  etc 
jesty)  dedicated  all  my  cares.    Vobjet  de  mes  veilles  8s  de  mes 
And  without  doubt,  if  the  war    soins.    Et  sans  doute  que  si  la 
opens  at  present,  great   con-    guerre  recommencey  elle  va  don^ 
junctures  will  arise,  whereof    ner  lieu  ^  des  grands  evenemensy 
perhaps  there  will  be  reason  to    desquels  on  aurapeui^tre  ^  don- 
give  your  Highness  joy,  not    ner  el  para  bien  h  V.  A.  non 
for  being  out  of  the  noise  of    comme  SloignSe  de  la  tempetCy 
them,  but  because  great  Princes    maisparce  que  les  grands  Princes 
only  wait  for  great  occasions,    ne  respirent  que  les  grands  oc- 
I  am,  Sir,  your  Highnesses,  &c.    casions.    Je  supplie  V.  A.  de 

m^en  qffrir  toujoursy  par  les- 
quelles  je  puisse  luy  marquer 
avec  combien  de  passion  8t  de  ve- 
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fiteje  seray'toute  ma  vie ,  Mon* 
sieur,  de  V.  A*  Sme,  ^c. 


To  the  Procurator  of  the  Court  Au  Procureurde  la  Courd'Hol- 
ofHoUandj  upon  the  rights  of  lande,  sur  les  droits  des  Am- 
Ambassadors,  bassadeurs. 


One  of  my  secretaries  having 
given  me  a  copy  of  a  paper 
signed  by  you,  F.  de  Brusis, 
which  was  brought  to  my  house, 
and  given  to  one  of  my  ser- 
vants; by  which  paper  you 
summon  one  N.  Watt,  valet  or 
footman  to  the  English  Am- 
bassador to  appear  before  the 
Court  of  Holland :  by  the  title 
you  give  the  said  N.  Watt,  you 
make  it  plain,  that  you  believe 
him  to  be  actually  in  my  house 
and  service.  Upon  which  I 
have  thought  good  to  tell  you 
that  I  look  upon  you  as  an  in- 
solent fellow,  for  daring  to 
bring  such  a  paper  into  my 
house;  and  that  I  do  not  in- 
tend any  of  my  servants  shall 
be. looked  upon  as  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  Court 
of  this  country,  or  of  any  other 
besides  those  of  the  Kmg  my 
Master :  and  if  any  of  them  of- 
fend against  the  laws,  com- 
plaint must  be  made  to  me, 
that  I  may  either  order  justice 
to  be  done,  or  ddiver  the  of- 
fender of  my  own  accord  to  be 
punished  by  the  law  of  the 
place,  having  before-hand  dis- 
missed him  from  my  service. 
Therefore  I  do  not  design  to 
be  exposed  to  such  an  insolence 
as  this  that  you  have  committed 
against  me,  in  treating  me  like 
one  of  your  burghers,  as  well 
by  the  paper  left  in  my  house. 


Un  de  mes  secretaires  m^ayant 
fait  voir  la  copie  d'un  billet  sisnS 
par  vous  F,  de  Brusis,  qui  a  ete 
porte  dans  ma  maison^  8(  donnS 
^  quelqu*un  de  mes  genSy  ^  par 
lequel  billet  vous  sommez  un  cer' 
tain  N,  Watty  valet  ou  lacquais 
deV  Ambassadeur  d* Angleterre, 
de  comparoitre  devanf  la  Cour 
d* Hollandey  par  la  qualite  que 
vous  donnez  au  dit  N,  JVatt, 
vous  Jaites  Men  connoitrej  que 
vous  le  croyez  actuellement  dans 
ma  maison  ^  attache  ct  mon  ser» 
vice;  la-dessus  fay  trouve  bon 
de  vous  dire  que  je  vous  tiens 
pour  un  insolent,  (Pavoir  os£ 
porter  un  tel  billet  dans  ma  mai* 
son  ;  8f  que  je  ne  pretens  point, 
qu*aucun  de  mes  gens  soit  re- 
gardS  comme  relevant  de  la  ju-* 
risdiction  d*aucune  Cour  dans  ce 
pais  icy,  ni  d*aucune  autre  que 
de  celles  du  Roy  mon  Maitre  • 
que  si  quelqu'un  d*eux  commet 
quelque  chose  contre  les  loix,  on 
n*a  qu*  a  rtCenfaire  des  plaintes, 
ajin  quefenfassefaire  la  justice, 
ou  queje  le  livre  de  mon  propre 
gre  d  la  rigueur  des  loix  du  pais^ 
rayant  prealablement  congedie, 
Sf  chasse  de  ma  maison,  Je  ne 
p>retens  done  pas  etre  exposed  une 
insolence pareiUe  h  celte  que  vous 
venez  de  commettre  contre  moy, 
en  me  traitant  comme  un  de  vos 
bourgeois,  tantpar  le  billet  laissi 
chez  moy,  que  par  le  son  de  la 
cloche  dont  vous  Jaites  mention* 
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as  by  the  ringing  of  the  bell, 
whereof  you  make  mention. 
What  I  here  say,  you  may  let 
your  Masters  know  from  me, 
oy  whose  order  you  pretend  to 
have  acted.  Besides,  for  their 
farther  information,  let  them 
know  that  while  I  reside  in 
this  country,  I  will  never  suffer 
the  rights  and  privileges  so  long 
granted  to  Ambassadors  by  the 
law  of  nations,  and  hitherto  ob- 
served and  respected  by  all 
Princes  of  Christendom,  to  be 
violated,  or  any  way  infringed 
in  this  country  in  my  person, 
under  pretence  of  any  particu- 
lar sovereignty  of  a  province  or 
privilege  of  a  city  in  a  com- 
monwealth where  I  have  the 
honour  to  serve  a  King  in  qua- 
lity of  his  Ambassador. 


To   Monsieur 
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Tout  cequeje  viifis  de  vom  dire^ 
%ous  pourrez  le  dire  de  ma  part 
^  vos  Maitres,  par  Vordre  des 
quels  vous  dites  avoir  agi,  Au 
surplus^  S(  pour  leur  vlus  grand 
Sdaircissementf  qu*us  sackent, 
que  durant  mon  sejour  en  ce  pais^ 
je  ne  sot0riray  jamais  que  les 
droits  ^  Tes  privileges  accordez 
depuis  si  longtems  jure  gentium 
aux  AmbassadeurSf  Sf  jusquUct^ 
observez  £r  respectez  dans  les  Hats 
de  tous  le  Princes  de  la  Chre^ 
tientSy  soient  violez,  ou  le  moins 
du  monde  aUerez  en  mapersonne 
en  ce  pais^  sous  les  pretextes 
d*aucune  souverainete  particu* 
Here  d*une  province^  ou  le  pri» 
vHege  de  quelque  viUey  dans  une 
republique  ou  fay  Vhonneur  de 
servir  un  grand  Roy  en  qualite 
de  son  Ambassadeur, 


— ,  upon  the    Au  Monsieur ,sur  la  mort 

death  of  his  daughter,  de  sa  fille. 


Hague,  Sept.  1, 
Sir,  N.  S.  1670, 

Yesterday  late  in  the  even- 
ing I  received  an  account  of 
your  loss ;  and  can  assure  you 
that  my  wife,  my  sister,  and 
myself,  were  so  sensibly  afflicted 
at  it,  that  if  it  were  possible 
grief  could  be  lessened  by 
being  communicated  with  real 
friends,  upon  these  sad  occa- 
sions, you  would  have  immedi- 
ately found  some  consolation  in 
yours.  I  must  confess,  your 
grief  is  lawful  enough,  and 
founded  not  only  upon  the  dic- 
tates of  nature,  but  upon  the 
merits  of  her  you  lament ;  so 
that  to  pretend  to  comfort  you 
by  other  considerations  than 
those  which  your  prudence, 
and,  above  all,  which  your  pi- 


De  la  HayCf  1  Sept* 
Monsieur y  S.  N.  1670. 
On  me  donna  avis  hier  au  soir 
bien  tardj  de  la  perte  que  vous 
venez  dejairey  S^jepuis  vous  aS' 
surer  J  que  moi,  majemmey  ^  ma 
soeur  en  avons  itesi  sensiiiement 
tovjchisyque  si  P  affliction  pouvoit 
etre  diminuee  par  ceUe  qui  se 
communique  aux  vSritables  amis 
en  ces  tristes  occasions y  vous 
auriez  sur  le  champ  Spreuve  du 
soulagement  en  la  votre,  II  le 
faut  avouer^  voire  douleur  est 
bien  legitime^  elle  estfondee  non 
setdement  sur  les  devoirs  de  la 
nature,  mais  encore  sur  le  merite 
de  la  personne  que  vous  pleurez* 
Ainst  pretendre  vous  consoler 
par  d*autres  reflections  que  celks 
que  votre  prudence^  et  sur  tout 
vdtre  piete  tyous  suggererontf  oe 
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ety  would  suggest,  would  be  to  seroit  tenter  une  chose  inutile* 

attempt  an  unprofitable  work.  IlaplddDieuimposerunepeine 

God  has  pleased  to  impose  this  durant  le  cours  ae  nStre  vie,  qtti 

tribute  for  the  continuance  of  est  V obligation  de  pleurer  fre* 

our  lives,  oflen  to  lament  the  quemment  sur  la  mort  de  nas 

death  of  our  friends.   We  must  proches  8^  de  nos  amis.    Iffaut 

learn  to  submit  and  resign  to  se  soumeitre^  -^  apprendre  d  se 

liis  will,  which  is  the  wisest  and  resigner  d  sa  voloniS;  c^est  Id 

most  Christian  part  we  can  fol-  Pumque  bon  parti^  8^  le  setd  qui 

low.     To  this  I  shall  add,  that  soit  Sf  veritablement  sage^  Sf  veri" 

the  desires  of  your  friends  who  tablement  Chretien.  JTajotUeray 

yet  remain,  and  your  care  of  ^  cela^  que  les  prieres  des  amis 

their  interests^  do  demand  from  qui  vous  restent  encorey  8;  le  soin 

you  that  you  will  preserve  your-  de  leurs  interitSy  demandent  que 

self  to  them.     Among  these,  vous  vous    conserviez.     Parmi 

there  is  none  who  is  more  than  ceux  qui  prennent  la  quaHte  de 

I,  Sir,  your  most  humble  and  'oos  amisy  il  n^y  a  personne  qui 

most  aiiectionate  servant.  imus  soit  plus  acquis  qucy  Mon^ 

sieury  votre  tres  humble  3r  tre9 
qffectionne  serviteur. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  2,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  MUST  in  the  first  place  rejoice  with  your  Lord- 
ship upon  your  return  to  town,  and  to  tlie  exercise 
of  your  usual  cares,  which  are  so  necessary  to  the 
service  of  his  Majesty  and  the  kingdom,  that  I  can- 
not doubt  any  thing  is  meant  us  so  ill  as  the  dan- 
ger of  your  Lordship's  health ;  though  I  find  by 
your  last  of  the  19th  past,  that  you  had  fallen  into 
some  indisposition  upon  yo6r  return:  but  the 
length  as  well  as  the  clearness  of  all  your  Lordship's 
discourses  in  it,  give  me  the  confidence  that  it  was 
already  past. 

I  have  understood  from  Monsieur  de  Witt  the 
sum  of  all  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen's  discourses 
with  his  Majesty  upon  the  same,  subject  as  those 
with  your  Lordship,  of  which  you  were  pleased  to 
give  me  account :  and  do  not  find  that  Monsieur 
Van  Beuninghen  has  failed  of  receiving  all  the  as- 
surances ixom  the  King  that  he  could  wish,  con^ 
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ceming  the  negotiations  of  the  Duke  of  Bucking^ 
ham  in  France :  for  he  has  not  dnly  transmitted 
them  to  the  States  as  he  received  them  at  Cpurl^ 
but  added  likewise  his  own  Opinion  upon  them. 
That  as  far  as  human  appearances  will  go,  he  has 
all  the  reason  that  can  be  to  believe^  that  nothing 
has  been  treated  of  by  the  said  Duke^  nor  was  ever 
intended  to  be  so  in  the  French  Court  to  the  pre- 
judice of  his  Majesty's  alliances  here*  For  the  rest, 
they  take  it  as  Well  as  they  can,  that  they  see  no 
advance  made  in  the  propositions  of  the  Emperor's 
joining  with  those  of  the  triple  alliance  in  the 
guaranty  of  the  peace :  which  I  suppose  touches 
tliem  so  much  the  more  by  the  news  brought  this 
day  to  the  States ;  which  I  a^n  now  to  give  your 
Lordship  an  account  of,  as  of  the  way  I  received 
it.. 

Just  as  I  was  sitting  down  this  day  to  dinner^^ 
the  States  Agent  came  to  me,  desiring  that  their 
Commissioners  might  have  the  liberty  to  speak  with 
mCj  though  at  that  unusual  hour,  being  of  a  matter 
newly  come  to  them,  and  of  very  great  importance. 
I  consented}  and  thereupon  Monsieur  de  Witt 
came  in  the  head  of  the  other  Commissioners,  and 
told  me  that  the  States  had  newly  received  certain 
advice  from  France ,  of  the  date  of  the  29th  past^ 
that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Fourrille,  who  had  been 
dispatched  secretly  from  Court  some  days  before 
the  breaking  up  of  the  camp  at  St.  Germains,  and 
with  the  troops  quartered  near  the  borders  of  Lor- 
rain,  made  a  sudden  march  into  that  country,  and 
seized  upon  the  city  of  Nancy ;  and  that  by  so 
unexpected  and  quick  an  attempt  that  he  failed 
very  little  of  surprising  the  person  of  the  Duke, 
and  had  taken  the  Dutchess.  That  the  Duke  es- 
caping, had  retired  to  a  small  but  a  strong  place 
called  Bidsch ;  where  he  busied  himself  in  assem- 
bling what  forces  he  could  for  his  defence^    That 
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the  Marescfaal  de  Crequy  being  dispatdied  froffti 
Paris  had  met  this  news  upon  the  way,  andtel^rfit^ 
with  it  to  Court ;  Irorn  whence  he  was  di^pait^ed 
lit  hast6  the  second  time  to  Lorrain%  That  tih« 
French  camp  near  St.  Grermains  Was  marched  to« 
t^ards  Peronne,  under  the  commafid  cf  Mofi^eii^ 
Vauhrun :  but  that  by  orders  sent  after  th^m  tjpdti 
the  way,  they  were  to  be  divided  into  two  bodkli^ 
of  which  one  was  to  march  away  to  the  Miirfest^had 
Crequy  in  Lorrain,  and  the  other  towards  Sedan  | 
where  they  should  make  a  stand,  and  fac^  a^y  ^t* 
tempts  that  might  be  designed  from  !Flanders  <^ 
this  country  towards  interrupting  the  success  of 
their  affairs  in  Lorrain.  Monsieur  de  Witt  %dld 
ine  farther,  that  the  States  having  considered  these 
advices,  had  ordered  them  (the  Comi&issidn^rs) 
immediately  to  acquaint  me  with  them ;  and  far- 
ther,  that  though  the  States  esteettied  it  a  matter 
of  so  great  importance,  that  all  the  parties  of  t3i« 
triple  alliance  ought  to  concern  themsel'^res  in  it, 
ias  wholly  destructive  to  those  ends  of  con^ervteg 
the  Spanish  dominions,  which  were  mutuaMy  pro- 
posed  in  the  said  alliance ;  yet  they  (the  Statfes) 
should  not,  nor  indeed  could  not,  proceed  to  any 
resolutions  thereupon,  without  first  knowing  thosi^ 
of  his  Majesty,  and  being  assured  of  his  vigorotd 
conjunction.  And  hereupon  they  dedired  me  id 
give  his  Majesty  notice  immediately  by  an  express^ 
to  the  end  that  I  mi^ht  know  his  sense  and  mtcfn^. 
tions  upon  this  conjuncture;  or  at  least  be  Iti- 
structea  to  confer  with  the  States  upon  it. 

After  this,  much  was  enlarged  by  Monisiettr  d^ 
Witt  and  the  Commissioners  concerning  tlife  vei^y 
great  importance  of  the  seizure  of  Lorrain  ;  -as  thb 
cutting  off  Burgundy  wholly  from  the  rest  ctf  the. 
Spanish  dominions,  as  well  as  all  fatthfer  domtnCN 
nicatton  between  any  of  the  Netherlands,  and  tfHtsj 
pf  the  Princes  of  Germany,  with  the  Switeers.  ^ 
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3fi  they  coinp2»*ed  Lorrain  to  a  qitadel  in  a  town, 
from  which  ^  ^be  rest  would  be  commanded  at 
pleasure.  They  added,  that  the  Dutchy  of  Lux* 
eo^urg  would  be  id  a  manner  blocked  up,  and 
maimed  in  their  mutual  assistance  with  the  rest  of 
tiie  Spanish  provinces ;  that  the  Electors  of  Mentz 
and  Triers  would  have  the  French  feet  upon  their 
throats :  ;and  consequently,  that  whenever  France 
should  begin  with  Flanders  after  the  possession  of 
Loirain,  the  country  of  Burgundy  would  be  their 
own  in  ao  hour,  and  Flanders  in  a  very  short  time, 
without  greater  and  readier  assistances  than  there 
seemed  to  be  any  reasonable  hopes  for. 

After  this,  they  told  me,  they  had  received  like- 
wise a  new  account  by  this  post,  of  all  the  French 
preparations  at  sea,  and  the  present  estate  of  their 
pwn  :fleet ;  of  which  they  gave  me  this  inclosed 
1^  Atid  by  all  I  can  gather  from  their  dis^ 
courses,  I  judge  they  are  capable  of  any  vigorous 
resolution  that  his  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  in*- 
spke  them  in  conjunction  with  us :  but  that  with- 
out it  they  are  resolved,  as  they  express  it,  *De 
laisser  agir  au  bon  Dkti^  ^  de  voir  la  France  d  leurs 
partes  suns  se  remuer.  Upon  all  which  they  pre- 
tend, l^at  the  disposal  and  balance  at  this  time  of 
dd  BSkiTs  in  these  parts  of  Christendom,  lie  before 
his  Majesty;  from  whom  both  the  Empire  and 
{Spain,  as  well  as  Sweden  and  this  State,  will  receive 
^ar  measures. 

Three  day5.since.the  Baron  d'Isola  was  with  me, 
to  co«nmuriicate  a  letter  he  had  newly  received 
from  the  Emperor,  declaring  his  resolution  to  join 
witii  the  triple  alliance  in  the  guaranty  of  the  peace 
of  Ai?«:,  which  he  desired  me  to  give  his  Majesty 
part  of  by  the  post :  but  having  told  me  at  the 
«ftiDe  time,  that  he  resolved  to  give  your  Lordship 

*  To  leave  it  to  God^  and  to  see  the  French  at  their  doors  tmth' 
;out  tfi^f^ng  ujoot, 

M  2 
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the  same  account,  I  omit  to  trouble  you  with  an^ 
further  particulars.  He  came  to  me  again  just 
upon  the  close  of  what  I  have  written,  and  shewed 
me  a  letter  from  Monsieur  Louvigni  at  Brussels^ 
containing  the  particulars  of  what  has  happened 
in  Lorrain,  and  little  different  from  those  I  had 
before  received  by  Monsieur  de  Witt ;  only  that 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  resolved  to  retire  with  all  his 
forces  into  the  mountains,  and  hopes  to  defend 
himself  some  time,  provided  he  might  be  sure 
of  not  being  abandonedi  I  am  ever,  my  Lord^ 
your,  &c* 

To  my  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hagucj  Sept, ,  N.  S.  1670, 

I  LATELY  gave  my  Lord  Arlington  the  account 
which  was  given  me  by  the  Stiates  Commissioners, 
of  the  seizure  of  Lorrain^  with  their  reflections  upon 
it,  and  the  consequences  it  must  needs  have  upon 
all  the  affairs  of  Christendom ;  and  their  desires  of 
my  communicating  all  from  them  with  speed  and 
care  to  his  Majesty :  which  I  did^ 

I  have  since  received  by  last  post,  and  by  a  letter 
from  his  Lordship,  the  King's  orders  for  my  im- 
mediate repair  into  England,  and  for  my  acquaint- 
ing the  States  with  it ;  and  that  it  is  only  with  in^ 
tentions  of  my  informing  his  Majesty  better  in  the 
several  points  that  concern  the  present  conjunct 
tures  of  my  station  here.  This  1  have  done  in  a 
conference  upon  it  with  M.  de  Witt.  I  found  him 
at  first  very  pensive  upon  the  news  of  it,  and  apt 
to  reflect  upon  this  happening  so  soon  and  unex^ 
pectedly  after  the  late  seizure  of  Lorrain  j  and 
both  after  the  many  delays  and  difliculUes  raised 
by  us  (as  he  apprehends)  in  admitting  the  Empe- 
ror to  the  guaranty  of  the  peace  of  Aix  in  conjunc- 
tion with  uie  triple  alliance,  which  we  formerly  s» 
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much  desired.     He  remembered  at  the  same  time 
the  many  instances  we  have  made  for  many  months 
past  about  such  a  trifle  as  the  carrying  off  our  plant- 
ers from  Surinam  (whom  he  takes  by  the  articles 
to  become  their  subjects),  and  the  invincible  diffi- 
culties in  which  we  have  engaged  matters  between 
our  East- India  Companies ;  in  which,  he  says,  he  is 
assured,  our  merchants  have  no  part,  but  as  they 
are  instigated  by  some  persons  at  Court,  whose  ill 
intentions  he  fears  towards  the  late  alliances  con- 
tracted between  his  Majesty  and  these  States, 
both  for  our  own  mutual  safety,  and  that  of  all 
Christendom.    He  reflected  upon  a  coldness  in  all 
our  negotiations  of  that  kind,  ever  since  Madame's 
journey  into  England ;  and  upon  the  late  journey 
of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  to  Paris,  which  he 
could  not  think  was  *pour  voir  le  pais^  ou  apprendre 
la  langue;  and  desired  I  would  tell  him'  what  I 
could  make  of  all  this  laid  together :  for,  on  the  one 
side,  there  were  circumstances  enough  to  awake  a 
suspicious  man ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  he  could 
never  think  it  possible  for  any  nation,  or  Court  it- 
self, to  quit  so  certain  a  point  of  interest  and  great 
a  point  of  honour,  as  must  be  forfeited  by  our 
breaking  our  alliances  with  this  State,  or  entering 
into  any  with  France,  whose  greatness  had  occa- 
sioned our  measures  for  our  own  as  well  as  our 
neighbour's  defence.    He  said,  I  knew  the  best  of 
any  how  all  these  matters  had  passed :  how  his 
Majesty  had  engaged  these  States  in  those  com- 
mon measures,  and  even  prevailed  with  them  to 
make  a  sacrifice  of  the  ancient  kindness  and  alli- 
ance this  State  had  always  before  with  France,  to 
the  considerations  of  the  present  danger  from  the 
greatness  of  that  Crown  to  the  rest  of  Christendom ; 
though  they  might  have  hadwhatterms  theyplease(| 

*  To  see  the  country^  or  learn  the  language. 
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from  them  fcrr  the  dividing  of  Flanders.  THat  i 
knew  with  how  iliTiolate  faith  and  firmness  the 
States  had  constantly  observed,  for  these  twoi  ytoirs 
past,  their  friendship  and  alliances  with  his  Ma^ 
jesty,  and  how  great  a  pal*t  I  had  in  contracting 
and  pursuing  them,  by  the  particular  confidence 
the  States  and  he  especially  had  ill  my  person,  as 
one  that  was  persuaded  of  our  common  interests, 
ihat  knew  iny  Master'^  mind,  and  wofuld  not  be  an 
instrument  to  deceive  those  that  trusted  me.  For 
these  reasobs,  he  said,  he  desired  to  kn6w  my 
6pinion  upon  this  whole  mMter,  eq)ecially  that  of 
jbtiy  journey  into  England ;  Which^  he  said,  would 
be  very  surprising  to  fevery  body  here,  and  there* 
fore  he  would  be  glad  io  give  the  news  of  it  to  the 
States  in  the  best  raannei:  he  could. 

I  protested  to  hihi  that  I  had  hitherto  received 
jbonsiant  assurances,  from  both  the  Secretaries  of 
State^  of  his  Majesty's  resolutions  td  observe  con*- 
stantly  the  measures  in  which  he  was  engaged  to 
this  State,  and  that  I  knew  not  a  word  more  of  the 
reasons  of  my  sudden  journey  into  England,  than 
ivhat  1  had  told  him.  That  1  nad  orders  to  leate  my 
family  behind  me  t  and  that  his  Majestjr  might  po«^ 
sibly  think  it  necessary  for  his  information  to  speak 
witn  me  upon  the  present  conjunctures,  and  to  fe* 
turn  me  immediately  according  to  my  Lord  Ar- 
lington's letter.  That,  I  confessed,  1  was  apt  to 
make  many  of  those  reflections  that  he  had  done  \ 
but  could  not  believe  it  possible  for  any  Crown  ever 
to  enter  into  counsels  so  destructive  to  their  ho- 
nour and  safety  as  those  he  suspected.  That  if 
such  a  thing  should  ever  happen,  I  desired  him  to 
remember  what  I  told  him  upon  the  scruples  h6 
had  made  in  trusting  our  Court  upon  the  negotia- 
tions of  the  triple  alliance  ;  which  was,  that  I  told 
him  then  what  I  thought  of  his  Majesty's  disposi- 
tions and  resolutions,  as  well  as  those  of  his  Mini- 
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at^iTS :  thi^t  I  could  i^ot  believe  it  possible  for  th^m 
to  change  in  a  point  of  so  evident  iiiterest,  and 
which  Y^uld  be  $o  understood  by  th^  whole  nation. 
Thp.t  however  I  could  answer  for  no  body  besides 
myself,  but  this  I  would ;  and  that  if  ever  such  a 
thiag  should  happen,  I  woiild  never  have  any  p^rt 
in  it.  Th^t  I  bad  told  the  King  so  as  well  as  hin)| 
awd  would  n\ak^  it  goodf  That  for  the  preseni 
l^ere  was  nothing  mpTe  to  be  s$ud,  but  that  I  mqsi 
go  away  for  Eogland*  That  if  I  returned,  he  would 
^ow  more }  £Mi4  I  doubted  l^y  what  he  said^  tbat 
]b?  would  guess  more  if  I  returned  not. 

Monsieur  de  Witt  smiled,  and  said  I  was  in  th« 
right ;  that,  in  th$  mean  time,  he  would  try  to  cur^ 
himself  and  others  of  all  su^^picions  upon  my  jour- 
ney :  and  would  hope,  on  the  other  side,  it  might 
be  of  use  to  the  common  interests,  by  possessing 
his  Majesty  of  tlie  great  importance  of  the  late 
iiei^^ure  of  Lorrain ;  and  of  the  States  resolutions 
jto  stick  close  to  him  in  all  measures  he  should  t^lf^ 
jipon  it.    And  so  we  parted. 

I  would  have  gone  away  immediately  upon  thjf; 
summons,  but  that  it  found  me  very  ill,  and  uncer- 
tain whether  it  yrould  end  in  a  fever,  as  it  seemed 
to  begin ;  but,  since  ^  great  swelling  fallen  upop 
my  face,  I  hope  it  may  pass.  However,  being 
forced  to  delay  my  journev  some  few  days,  I  could 
not  but  give  your  Lordship  this  account  before- 
hand, ^nd  leave  it  to  you  to  make  what  use  of  it 
you  think  fit,  without  expecting  any  answer,  sin<;e 
I  hope  so  soon  to  follow  it. 

But  I  know  your  Lordship  fully  persuaded  of 
jour  interest  to  preserve  our  alliances  ner?,  ^nd  th^ 
present  measures  of  Christendom  whiph  depend 
upon  them.  And  though  you  have  said  nothing 
yet  to  make  me  distrust  our  counsels  in  the  matter ; 
yet  I  confess  I  have  not  the  better  opinion  of  it 
from  what  I  find  of  your  Lordship's  estranging 
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yourself  of  late,  or  being  estranged  from  the  <;on. 
sultations  of  them. 

I  have  likewise  reflected  upon  the  kind  hint  your 
Lordship  gave  me  some  time  since,  of  m)r  Lord 
Arlington's  not  being  the  same  to  me  which  he 
had  formerly  been,  and  constantly  since  our  first 
acquaintance:  which  made  me,  I  confess,  then 
doubt  rather  some  mistake  in  your  Lordship's  ob* 
iservation,  than  any  change  in  his  friendship  or  dis- 
positions. From  himself^  I  must  needs  say,  I  yet 
find  nothing  of  it ;  and  though  his  style  seems  a 
little  changed  in  what  concerns  our  public  afiairs^ 
yet  not  at  all  in  what  is  particular  to  me.  When  I 
come  into  England  I  shall  soon  know  the  truth  of 
your  conjecture,  and  tell  it  you,  because  by  that  I 
shall  judge  the  truth  of  mine :  for  having  never  said 
or  done  any  thing  to  deserve  the  least  change  in 
his  Lordship's  friendship  to  me  since  it  first  began; 
I  am  sure,  if  it  happens,  it  can  be  derived  froni  no- 
thing else  but  a  change  he  foresees  in  those  mea- 
sures at  Court  which  he  has  been  with  your  Lord- 
ship so  deeply  engaged  in;  and  which  he  knows 
as  well  as  your  Lordship  that  I  will  never  have  any 
part  in  the  counsels  of  altering,  till  I  can  be  con^ 
vinced  that  any  others  will  be  more  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's honour  and  safety. 

AH  this  I  say  in  confidence  to  your  Lordship, 
without  touching  any  word  of  it  to  my  Lord  Ar- 
lington, or  any  other  person:- and  shall  increase 
this  trouble  no  farther,  because  I  hope  to  have  so 
soon  the  honour  of  seeing  you,  and  assuring  you 
a  nearer  way,  with  how  much  passion  as  well  as 
truth  I  ani  and  shall  be  ever,  my  Lord,  your  Lord- 
ship's, &C. 


and  other  Ministers  of  State* 


16ft 


.To  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuscany.      Au  Grand  Due  de  Toscane^ 


London,  Nov.  4, 
,    Sir,  N.S.1670- 

I  SHOULD  not  have  satisfied  my- 
self barely  to  resent  all  the  fa- 
vours of  your  most  Serene  High- 
ness, and  particularly  the  ho- 
nour of  your  last  of  September 
the  30th,  if  I  were  any  way  ca- 
pable of  acknowledging  them  as 
.1  ought,  either  by  my  expres- 
.sions  or  my  services.  But  your 
Highnessbeingpleasedto  oblige 
so  many  ways  so  unprofitable  a 
person,  can  hope  for  no  other 
returns  than  the  pleasure  of 
your  own  cenerosity,  and  the 
devotion  of  a  heart  so  grateful 
as  mine. 


.  If  should  have  extremely  re» 
gretted  the  length  of  time  your 
letter  was  in  passing  before  it 
found  me  at  London,  after  hav- 
ing missed  me  at  the  Hague; 
were  it  not  that  your  Highness 
is  to  consider  me  here  as  one 
of  the  commonest  among  the 
King's  subjects,  and  not  as  a 
Minister  who  has  any  part  in 
public  a£rairs.  And  therefore 
you  can  expect  nothing  in  my 
letters,  but  the  tedious  compli- 
ments of  an  idle  man,  instead 
of  such  informations  and  ser- 
vices as  your  Highness  might 
expect  to  receive  from  those 
who  are  devoted,  like  me,  to 
your  service.  .But  the  Marquis 
of  Puzzi  is  too  well  received  at 
the  King  my  Master's  Court, 
and  too  well  informed,  not  to 
have  given  your  Highness  all 
ititelligence  necessary,  as  well 


De  Lond.  le  4"  Nov^ 
Monsieur y  S.  N.  1670. 

Je  ne  me  contenterois pas  de  res^ 
sentir  comme  je  lefats  ^  comme 
je  le  dqisj  toutes  les  bontez  de 
V.A.  SmCy  ^  particulierement 
P  konneur  qu'elle  m*  a  fait  -par 
sa  derniere  lettre  du  30  de  Sep*' 
temhrey  sije  me  trouvois  le  moins 
du  monde  capable  de  les  recon-^ 
nottre  comme  elles  le  mtritent, 
ou  pfir  mes  expressions^  ou  par 
mes  services^  Mais  F,  A.  ay  ant 
vpulu  par  tant  de  manieres  dif- 
Jerentes  obliger  un  svjet  aussi  iu" 
utile  que  je  le  suis,  n*a  pas  du 
en  esperer  d*autresjruits  que  k 
plaisir  dejouir  de  sa  propre  ge* 
nerositSf  Si  de  s' attacker  un  coeur 
aussi  reconnoissant  que  le  mien* 
Je  me  serois  fort  plaint  des 
longueurs  h  travers  lesquelles  la 
lettre  de  V,  A.  est  evjin  venue 
me  trouver  ^  Londres^  apres 
m*avoir  manque  ^  la  Haye ;  si 
desormaisje  devois  etre  regardS 
de  V.  A,  dutrement  que  comme 
un  homme  privS^  Sf  un  des  swets 
les  plus  ordinaires  de  sa  Afa- 
jeste^  qui  nest  plus  ni  Ministrc 
public^  niadmis  dans  les  affaires. 
Par  consequent  mes  lettres  ne 
peuvent  contenir^  que  les  com^ 
plimens  d'un  homme  oisif  au- 
lieu  des  relations  S(  des  instruo 
lions  que  V,  A.  attend  de  ceux 
qui  sont  aussi  attachez  <$  elle 
quelle  sait  queje  le  suis.  Mais 
monsieur  te  Mara,  de  Puzzi 
est  trop  bien  h  la  Cour  du  Roy 
mon  maitref  Sf  d'ailleurs  trop 
eclairCy  8f  trop  exacts  pour  n* 
avoir  pu  hiformer  V.A,de  tout 
ce  qu  eUe  Joit  savoirpar  rapport 


e 
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of  his  Majesty's  friendship  and  ^  nSire  Caurj  sur  tout^  U  tiaura 
esteem^  as  of  the  general  devo-  pas  neglige^  je  m^assurcy  ck  luy 
tion  his  subjects  bear  for  the  parler  de  Pamitii  Si  de  ^estime 
person  of  your  Hiehness.  He  de  sa  MajestS  pour  la  personne 
must  also  have  intormed  your  de  V,  A^  en  cela  secondee  par 
Highness,  of  the  happy  disposi-  I* affection  giner ale  de  torn  ses 
tion  his  Majestyhas  found  in  his  sujets.  II  vous'aura  aussi  eft' 
Parliament,  for  the  increase  of  tretenu  des  heureuses  dispod' 
his  revenues,  and  by  that  means  tions  que  sa  Majesti  vient  de 
for  the  establishment  of  his  in-  trouver  dans  VassenihUe  de  son 
terests  both  within  and  without  Parlement^  pour  V augmentation 
his  kingdoms.  I  am  sorry  the  de  sesfinances^  ^  pour  la  suretS 
said  Marquis  has  found  nothing  de  ses  interits  tant  au  dedans 
here  to  please  or  keep  him  quau  dehors  de  ses  etats.  Je 
longer  among  us.  But  I  hope  suis  bien  marri  que  Monsieur  le 
your  Highness  will  not  think  Marquis  n*ait  pas  trouve  icy 
that  during  my  stay  here,  there  assez  de  charmes pour  s*y  plaire, 
can  want  a  person,  as  ready  to  4f «  y  sojourner  un  peu  plus  long 
receive  and  obey  all  your  com-  terns.  Mais  fose  isperer  que 
xnands,  asanvofyourownsub-  V.A.  ne  croira  pas  manquer 
jects,  sii^ce  I  am  so  much,  Sir,  dans  Londres  d^une personne  en* 
your  Highness's,  &c*  tierement  devouie  ^  son  service^ 

8(  aussi  empressSe  ^  recevoir  ses 
ordreSj  qu^aucun  de  ses  propres 
sujetSy  tandis  quefyjeray  mon 
sejour^puisqueje  suts,  Monsi^ufp 
de  r.  A.  Sme,  ^* 


To  Sir  John  Temple* 

Sir,  London,  Nov.  22,  N.  S,  1670. 

I  MUST  make  you  my  humble  acknowledgments  for 
so  great  a  present  as  you  have  been  pleased  to 
send  me  towards  that  expence  I  have  resolved  to 
make  at  Sheen :  and  assure  you,  no  part  of  it  shall 
either  go  any  other  way,  or  lessen  what  I  had  in* 
tended  of  my  own.  I  doubt  not  to  compass  what 
I  told  you  of  my  Lord  Lisle,  for  enlarging  my  small 
territories  there ;  when  that  is  done,  I  propose  to 
bestow  a  thousand  pounds  upon  ihe  conveniencies 
of  the  house  and  garden,  and  hope  that  will  reach 
all  J  carjie  for :  so  that  your  five  hundred  pounds 
may  be  laid  iout  rather  for  ornament  than  use,  as 
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jou  seem  to  desire^  by  ordering  me  to  make  the 
front  perfectly  uniform*  Your  care  of  t^at  and 
Hie,  in  this  matter,  is  the  more  obliging,  the  less  I 
find  vou  concur  with  tee  in  my  thoughts  of  retiring 
wholly  from  public  affiiirs,  and  to  that  purpose,  of 
making  my  nest  at  this  time  as  pleasant  and  com-* 
modiobs  as  I  can  afford  it.  Nor  shall  I  easily  re- 
solve to  offer  at  any  of  those  advantages  you  think 
I  might  make,  upon  such*  a  retreat,  of  the  King's 
&vour  or  good  opinion,  br)r  pretending  either  to 
pension  or  any  other  employment.  The  honour 
and  pay  of  such  posts  as  I  have  beep  in  ought  to 
be  esteemed  sufficient  for  the  best  services  of 
them  i  and  if  I  have  credit  left  with  the  present 
Ministers  to  get  what  is  owing  me  upon  my  em^ 
bassy,  I  shall  think  myself  enough  rewarded,  con^ 
sidering  how  different  a  value  is  now  like  to  be  put 
upon  my  services  in  Holland,  from  what  there  was 
wheti  they  were  performed.  It  is  very  likely  at 
that  time,  as  you  believe,  there  were  few  reason** 
able  things  the  King  would  have  denied  me,  while 
the  triple  alliance  and  our  league  with  Holland 
had  so  great  a  vogue  i  and  my  friends  were  not 
wanting  in  their  advices  to  me  to  m^ke  use  of  it. 
But  I  have  resolved  never  to  ask  him  any  thing, 
otherways  than  by  serving  him  well :  and  you  will 
have  the  less  reason  perhaps  to  reproach  me  this 
method,  if  you  will  please  to  remember  how  the 
two  embassies  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  and  Holland 
were  not  only  thrown  upon  me  without  my  seek- 
ing, but  also  what  my  Lord  Arlington  told  me  was 
designed  for  me  upon  Secretary  Morrises  removal, 
in  case  the  King  had  not  thought  my  embassy  into 
Holland  of  the  greatest  necessity,  in  pursuance  o£ 
those  measures  we  had  taken  with  that  State. 

For  what  you  think  of  the  interest  we  have  still 
to  pursue  them,  and  consequently  of  the  use  the 
King  will  still  have  of  me  upon  that  occasion,  I 
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will  not  enter  into  any  reasonings  with  you  upoif 
that  matter  at  this  distance  ;  but  will  only  tell  you 
some  passages  of  fact  upon  which  I  ground  the 
judgment  I  make  of  affairs  wherein  I  have  no  part» 
and  which  I  am  not  so  solicitous  to  draw  into  the 
light,  as  I  doubt  others  are  to  keep  them  in  the 
dark.  And  when  I  have  told  you  these,  I  shall 
leave  you  to  judge  whether  I  take  my  measures 
right  as  to  my  own  private  conduct. 

You  know  first  the  part  I  had  in  all  our  alli-t 
ances  with  Holland ;  how  far  my  own  personal^ 
credit  was  engaged  upon  them  to  Monsieur  de 
Witt ;  and  the  resolutions  I  riot  only  acquainted 
him  and  you  with,  but  his  Majesty  too,  that  i 
would  never  have  any  part  in  breaking  them,^  what- 
ever should  happen :  though  that,  I  confess,  could 
hardly  enter  into  any  body's  head  that  understood 
the  interests  of  Christendom  as  well  as  our  own* 
I  have  given  you  some  intimations  how  cold  I  have 
observed  our  temper  at  Court  in  those  matters  for 
this  last  year ;  and  how  different  it  was  thought 
abroad  from  that  warmth  with  which  we  en^ged 
in  them :  so  that  it  was  a  common  saying  at  the 
Hague,  quHlfaut  avouer^  qu^il  y^a  eu  neufmois  du 
plus  grand  Mirdstere  du  monde  en  Angkterre :  for 
tbey  would  hardly  allow  a  longer  term  ta  the  vi* 
gour  of  that  counsel  which  made  the  triple  alliance 
and  the  peace  at  Aix,  and  sent  me* over  into  Hoi- 
land  this  last  embassy  to  pursue  the  great  ends  of 
them,  and  draw  the  fempcror  and  Princes  of  the 
Empire  into  the  common  guaranty  of  the  peace. 
Instead  of  this,  our  pretensions  upon  the  business 
of  Surinam  and  the  Ea&t-India  Companies  have 
grown  high,  and  been  managed  with  sharpness  be- 
tween us  and  the  States ;  and  grounded  (as  Mon* 
sieur  de  Witt  conceives)  more  upon  a  design  of 
shewing  them  our  ill  humour  than  our  reason*  I 
was  sensible  that  my  conduct  in  all  these  matters 
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\iiA  fallen  short,  for  many  months  past,  of  the  ap- 
probation at  Court  it  used  to  receive ;  and  that 
Mr.  Worden  was  sent  over  to  me  only  to  disparage 
it,  or  espy  the  faults  of  it ;  though  I  think  he  re- 
turned with  the  opinion  that  the  business  would 
not  bear  it.  It  is  true,  both  my  Lord  Arlington, 
and  Sir  John  Trevor  continued  to  the  last  of  my 
stay  in  Holland  to  assure  me,  that  the  King  still 
remained  firm  in  his  measures  with  the  States: 
but  yet  I  found  the  business  of  admitting  the  Em- 
peror into  the  guaranty  went  downright  lame ;  and 
that  my  Lord  Keeper  was  in  a  manner  out  of  the 
foreign  counsels ;  for  so  he  writ  to  me  himself,  and 
gave  me  notice  at  the  same  time  that  my  Lord 
Arlington  was  not  at  all  the  same  to  me  that  he  had 
been ;  which  I  took  for  an  ill  sign  in  our  public 
business,  and  an  ill  circumstance  in  my  own ;  and 
the  more,  because  I  was  sure  not  to  have  deserved 
it ;  and  found  nothing  of  it  in  his  own  letters,  but 
only  that  they  came  seldom,  and  ran  more  upon 
indifferent  thin^  than  they  used  to  do. 

Ever  since  Madame's  journey  into  England,  the 
Dutch  had  grown  jealous  of  something  between  us 
and  France,  and  were  not  likely  to  be  cured  by 
these  particulars  I  have  mentioned :  but  upoii  the 
invasion  and  seizure  of  Lorrain  by  France,  and 
my  being  sent  for  over  so  suddenly  after  it,  Mon- 
sieur  de  Witt  himself  could  keep  his  countenance 
no  longer  j  though  he  be  neither  suspicious  in  his 
nature,  nor  thought  it  the  best  course  to  discover 
any  such  disposition  upon  this  occasion,  how  much 
soever  he  had  of  it :  but  vet  he  told  me  at  my 
coming  away,  that  he  should  make  a  judgment  of 
us  by  the  suddenness  of  my  return,  which  the  King 
had  ordered  me  to  assure  him  of. 

When  I  came  to  town,  I  went  immediately  to 
my  Lord  Arlington,  according  to  custom.  And 
whereas  upon  my  several  journeys  over  in  the  late 
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oo^jiiQcturas  he  had  ever  quitted  all  cooipaaiy  M 
receive  me,  a^d  did  it  jalirays  witia  open  arms,  ^kA 
in  tlie  kindest  manaer  that  could  be^  iae  iinade  lae 
this  last  tliBie  sl^  an  hour  and  half  in  an  outwajcd 
room  before  he  came  to  ffiie»  while  he  was  in  pri- 
vate with  mv  Lord  AsMy.  He  received  me  ^^^th 
a  ooldness  that  I  confi^is  surprised  jne ;  and  afiier 
a  <|ua^ter  of  an  hour's  talk  m  my  journey  aoad  his 
friends  at  the  Haguey  Instead  of  telling  me  tiue  oc^ 
casion  of  my  being  sent  for  over,  or  any  thitig  else 
material,  he  call^  in  T^xtd  that  was  m  the  next 
room,  and  after  that  my  Lord  Ctofts,  who  csAie 
upon  a  common  visit ;  a/nd  in  that  eosipaiiy  ^ 
r^st  of  mine  pinssied,  till  I  found  he  had  nothiog 
EH>re  to  say  to  me,  and  so  went  away. 

The  next  morning  I  went  however  to  him  agak^ 
desiring  to  be  brou^t  by  him  to  kiss  the  King's 
hand,  as  I  used  upon  my  former  Journeys.  Ht 
thought  fit  to  bring  me  to  his  Majesty  as  he  was 
walkmg  in  the  Mall ;  who  stopped  to  give  me  bis 
hand,  and  asked  me  half  a  dozen  questions  about 
my  journey,  and  about  the  Prince  of  Ormige,  and 
so  walked  on.  Since  which  time,  nei1ii»  die  King 
nor  my  Lord  Arlington  have  ever  said  three  wcords 
to  me  about  any  thing  of  business ;  though  I  have 
been  as  often  in  their  way  as. agreed  with  such  m 
ill  courtier  as  I  am,  or  a  man  without  business  as 
I  found  myself  to  be. 

I  have  seen  my  Lord  Keeper  and  Mi:.  Seccetaiy 
Trevor :  and  find  the  first  uneasy  aad  ap^inehesi^e 
of  om*  present  counsels;  the  last  sufficient  and  con^ 
fident  that  no  endeavours  can  bredk  the  measui® 
between  us  and  Holland,  because  they  are  :esteea^ 
ed  so  necessary  abroad  and  so  rational  at  hottie: 
yet  I  find  them  both  but  barely  m  the  skirts  «f 
business ;  and  only  in  right  of  their  posts :  and 
that  in  the  seeret  of  it,  the  Duke  of  Buckinghsmi 
my  Lord  .A^lingtcm,  my  Lord  Ashly,  and  Sir  (Uto- 
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mas  Cliiford,  at  present  compose  the  Mkiistiy, 
This  I  tell  yoa  in  short  as  the  constitution  of  oirr 
stfl^rs  here  at  this  time,  and  which  I  believe  you 
inay  t^eckon  upon. 

You  know  how  different  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  and 
I  have  always  been,  since  our  first  acquaintance, 
in  our  schemes  of  government,  and  many  other 
matters,  especially  concerning  our  alliance  with 
Hdlatid:  and  that  has  been  the  reason,  I  suppose, 
of  very  little  commerce  between  us  farther  than 
emnmon  civility,  in  our  frequent  encounters  at  my 
Ltfrd  Arlington's  for  several  years  past :  this  made 
me  a  little  dur|H*ised  at  his  receiving  me  upon  my 
first  coming  over,  and  treating  me  since,  with  a 
most  wonderful  graciousness,  till  the  other  day, 
which  I  suppose  has  ended  that  style.     Upon  tne 
first  visit  he  made  me,  after  many  civilities,  he  told 
me  he  must  needs  have  two  hours  talk  with  me, 
at  some  time  of  leisure  and  in  private,  upon  oi^r 
affairs  in  Holland :  and  still  repeated  this  almost 
every  time  he  saw  me,  till  one  day  last  week,  when 
we  appointed  the  hour,  and  met  in  his  closet    He 
began  with  great  compliments  to  me  about  my 
services  to  the  King  in  my  employments  abroad ; 
^ent  on  with  the  necessity  of  preserving  our  mea^ 
sores  with  Holland,  and  the  mutual  interest  both 
nations  had  in  it ;  and  concluded  with  wondering 
why  thie  States  should  have  shewed  so  much  diffi- 
culty upon  those  two  affairs  of  Surinam  and  the 
£ast-India  Company,  wherein  our  demands  seemed 
IK)  reasonable ;  and  how  it  came  about  that  I  had 
failed  in  compassing  his  Majesty's  satisfaction  in 
those  two  matters,  after  having  succeeded ^o  much 
in  all  my  other  negotiations.     I  thought  he  might 
not  have  understood  the  detail  of  those  two  affairs, 
and  so  deduced  it  to  him,  with  the  Dutch  reasons, 
which  I  confess  seemed  to  me  in  many  points  but 
-too  well  grounded.     He  seemed  unsatisfied  with 
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them  all,  and  told  me  I  must  undertake  that  mat- 
ter again^  and  bring  it  to  a  period ;  and  asked  me 
whether  I  did  not  think  I  could  bring  them  to . 
reason.  I  said  plainly  I  believed  I  never  could,  to 
iVhat  w6  called  so,  and  therefore  was  very  unwill- 
ing to  undertake  it :  that  I  had  spent  all  my  shot 
in  vain;  and  therefore  thought  their  best  way 
would  be  to  employ  some  person  in  it  that  had 
more  wit  or  ability  than  L  Upon  this  he  grew  a 
little  moved^  and  replied,  that  for  my  wit  and  abi- 
lity they  all  knew  I  had  enough ;  anc^all  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  I  was  willing  to  employ  thenl 
upon  this  occasion,  which  so  much  concerned  the 
King^s  service  and  the  honour  of  the  nation.  Here- 
upon I  told  him,  how  I  had  used  my  utmost  en^ 
deavoyrs  in  it  already,  how  many  representations 
I  had  made  the  States,  how  many  conferenpes  I 
had  had  with  their  Commissioners^  how  long  and 

Particular  accounts  I  had  given  them  hitherto,  and 
ow  I  had  valued  all  the  reasons  transmitted  me 
from  hence,  and  how  all  to  no  purpose :  and  be- 
ing, I  confess,  a  little  heated  after  So  long  and  un- 
pleasant a  conversation  (as  well  as  he),  I  asked 
him  in  the  name  of  God  what  he  thought  a  man 
could  do  more?  Upon  this,  in  a  great  rage,  he 
answered  me.  Yes  j  he  would  tell  me  what  a  man 
might  do  more,  and  what  I  ought  to  do  more ; 
which  was,  to  let  the  King  and  all  the  world  know 
how  basely  and  unworthily  the  States  had  used 
him ;  and  to  declare  publicly  how  their  Ministers 
were  a  company  of  rogues  and  rascals,  and  not  fit 
for  his  Majesty  or  any  other  Prince  to  have  any 
thing  to  do  with,:  and  this  was  a  part  that  nobody 
could  do  so  \yell  as  I.  My  answer  was  very  calm : 
that  I  was  not  a  man  fit  to  make  declarations : 
that  whenever  I  did,  upon  any  occasion,  I  should 
speak  of  all  men  what  I  thought  of  them ;  and  so 
I  should  do  of  the  States^  and  the  Ministers  I  had 


N. 


and.  other.  Mini$ters  of  State.  177 

dealt  with  there,  which  was  all  I  could  say  of  this 
business.     And  so  our  conversation  ended. 

Upon  all  these  passages,  and  some  others  not 
fit  for  a  letter,  I  have  fixed  my  judgment  of  the 
affairs  and  counsels  at  present  in  design  or  deli- 
bemtion  here.  I  apprehend  weather  coming,  that 
I  shall  have  no  mind  to  be  ^.broad  in ;  and  there- 
fore resolved  to  get  a  warm  house  over  my  head 
as  soon  as  I  could:  and  neither  apprehend  any 
uneasiness  of  mind  or  fortune  in  the  private  life  I 
propose  to  myself;  unless  some  public  revolutions 
should  draw  both  upon  me,  which  cannot  touch 
me  alone,  and  must  be  borne  like  a  common  cala- 
mity. 

I  cannot  find  them  willing  yet  to  end  my  em- 
bassy in  form,  or  give  me  leave  to  send  over  for 
my  wife  and  family ;  which  I  easily  apprehend  the 
reason  of,  and  must  go  through  as  well  as  I  can ; 
though  my  expence  at  the  Hague  be  great,  and 
my  hopes  little  here  of  getting  my  pay,  as  I  find 
affairs  go  and  dispositions  too  in  the  Treasury, 
where  all  is  disposed  in  a  manner  by  Sir  Thomas 
Clifford.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  sent  over  for 
my  Spanish  horse,  and  intend  to  send  a  groom 
away  with  him  to  Dublin,  in  hopes  you  will  be 
pleased  with  him.  1  can  be  so  with  nothing  more 
than  the  occasions  of  expressing  always  that  duty 
wherewith  I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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To  Monsieur  de  Witt. 

Sheen,  July  25, 
Sir,  1671. 

By  yours  of  the  14th  instant, 
I  received  the  marks  you  were 
pleased  to  give  me  of  your 
friendship  and  memory^  which 
I  value  as  I  ought,  and  as 
coming  from  a  person  who  has 
already  acquired  the   esteem 

VOL.  II. 


Au  Monsieur  de  Witt. 

De  Sheeny  le  25 
Monsieur  y  Juil,  1671. 

tPat/  requ  dans  vdtre  lettre  du 
14,  de.  ce  mois  les  marques  que 
vous  avez  hien  voulu  me  donner 
de  voire  souvenir^  8^  de  vdtre 
amitie  :  je  le^  estime  ce  qu*elles 
valenty  of  coipme  venant  d'une 
personne  qui  s^est  deja  acquis 
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of  all  the  worldy  and  by  that 
the  right  of  doing  much  honour 
to  others  to  whom  he  gives  any 
testimony  of  his  own,    I  can 
pretend  to  no  other  part  in  it, 
than  what  your  goodness  gives 
me,  and  am  afraid  that  this  may 
^o  injury  to  your  judgment. 
But  knowing  tnat  your  opinion 
of  me  is  solely  founded  upon 
your  knowledge  of  my  good 
intentions,  I  shall  defend  my- 
self no  longer ;  because  in  this 
age  there  is  so  little  honour  in 
being  a  good  man,  that  none 
^re  suspected  to  employ  thdir 
vanity  £U)out  it,  any  more  than 
their  pursuits.     I  should  quit 
my  residence  at  the  Hague 
with  much  regret,  if  I  were  of 
your  opinion  in  what  regards 
me;  for  1  think  I  should  be 
wholly  useless  there,  and  find 
I  am  better  turned  for  making 
a  good  gardener  than  an  able 
Minister.      However,  I  shall 
ever  bear  much  respect  and 
esteem  to  those  who  are  well 
qualified  for  the  latter;   and 
therefore  cannot  fail  of  both 
for  your  person  in  particular, 
any  more  than  of  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  civilities  to 
me  at  the  Hague,  whereof  I 
shall  ever  preserve  the  remem- 
brance, as  well  as  the  passion 
wherewith  I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c. 


Pestime  de  taut  le  maniey  tf  fot'* 
Id  le  droit  de  faire  beaucoup 
d^konneur  en  donnant  des  mar" 
ques  de  la  sienne.    J&  Viy  s^au* 
rots  pretendre  cT autre  part  que 
ceUe  que  vdtre  generositi  m'y 
donne,  S;  je  crains  mime  que 
cela  ne  Jasse  quelaue  tort  h  vS' 
tre  jttgement,     Mais   sacl^ant 
que  la  bonne  opinion  que  wus 
temoisnez  avoir  de  moy^  nest 
Jbndfe  que  sin-  la  connoissance 
de  mes  oonnes  intentions^  je  ne 
veux  plus  me  defendre  /  car,  au 
reste^  dans  un  siicle  comme  k 
nStre^  il  y  a  trap  peu  de  gloire 
d  itre  homme de  bien^  pour  sat" 
tirer  le  soupgon  d*avoir  toume 
ses  veues  a  ce  cote^Ut^  8f  borne 
sa  vanitk  d  si  peu  de  chose,   Je 
quitterois  avec  beaucoup  de  re- 
gret  le  sejour  de  la  Haye  si 
favois  de  moy  mime  P opinion 
que  vous  voutez  que  j* en  aye; 
mon  sentiment  est  que  fy  serois 
touted  Jait  inutile  ;  8^je  me  sens 
beaucoup  plus  propre  d  pratiquer 
Part  d*un  bon  jardinier^  que 
celuy  d^habile  Jmnistre.     JTaU' 
ray  pourtant  toujours  Pestimi 
Ss  le  respect  qui  sont  dus  d  eux 
qui  savent  oien  ce  dernier^  4 
par4d  je  croy  dire  assez  claire- 
mentf  que  je  nen  manqueray 
jamais  pour  HjStre  personne  en 
particutier.     Je   say   de  plus 
quelle  reconnoissance  je  dois  ^ 
toutes    les    dvilitez    que   jfay 
receues  de  vous  pendant  mon 
sejour  d  la  Haye  ;  8f  mon  ecBur 
en  conservera  etemellement  le 
souvenir^  ainsi  que  la  passion 
avec  laqueUe  je  suisy  Monsieur^ 
vdtre^  SiC. 
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To  Sir  John  Temple. 

Siry  London^  Sept.  14, 1671. 

I  AM  sure  you  will  be  pleased  with  knowing  that 
my  wife  and  family  are  safe  arrived  from  Holland, 
after  a  passage  that  might  very  well  have  met  with 
other  dangers  besides  those  of  wind  and  weather. 
I  could  not  obtain  leave  to  send  for  them  till  July, 
though  I  had  for  some  months  solicited  both  that 
and  the  ending  of  my  embassy :  but  then  his  Ma* 
jesty  was  pleased  to  grant  me  both  that  liberty, 
and  also  of  writing  to  the  States  and  to  Monsieur 
de  Witt,  to  take  my  leave  of  them,  and  end  my 
embassy  as  upon  my  own  desire,  and  my  own  pri- 
vate occasions  ;  which  were  indeed  enough  to  en- 
gage me  in  that  pursuit,  considering  the  charge  of 
maintaining  an  Ambassador's  family  at  the  Hague 
while  my  payments  from  the  Exchequer  went  so 
heavy  and  so  lame. 

It  is  true,  I  had  other  reasons  long  about  me, 
which  I  kept  to  myself:  for  soon  after  my  coming 
over,  my  wife  writ  me  word,  that  Monsieur  Gioe, 
the  Danish  Envoy  there,  had  told  her  in  confi- 
dence, and  out  of  kindness  to  me,  that  Monsieur 
Pompone,  the  French  Ambassador  at  the  Hague, 
had  acquainted  him,  that  new  measures  were  taken 
between  our  Court  and  that  of  France ;  among 
which  one  was,  that  I  should  be  recalled  and  re- 
turn no  more. 

At  the  same  time  Monsieur  de  Witt  had,  upon 
the  delays  of  my  return,  told  my  secretary  Mr. 
Blaithwait,  that  he  should  take  my  stay  or  coming 
back  for  certain  signs  of  what  the  King's  inten- 
tions were  towards  the  preserving  or  changing  the 
measures  he  had  taken  with  the  States ;  and  had 
desired  him  to  let  the  Court  know  what  he  said. 
This,  I  suppose,  made  them  unwilling  to  make  a 
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declaration,  by  my  recalling,  of  what  they  intended 
upon  this  occasion,  before  all  things  necessary  were 
more  fully  agreed,  or  better  concerted.  There- 
fore they  continued  not  only  my  family  there  for 
so  many  months,  and  the  talk  of  my  return,  but 
entertained  the  Dutch  Ministers  here  with  such 
language  as  gained  in  them  an  opinion  of  our  mea- 
sures still  continued  firm  upon  the  same  bottom ; 
and  with  such  a  credulity  as  was  enoi^h  to  make 
one  doubt  whether  they  were  willing  to  deceive 
their  Masters,  or  to  be  deceived  themselves. 

In  July  the  Dutch  fleet  was  floating  in  the  Chan- 
nel ;  to  shew,  I  suppose,  that  they  were  in  condi- 
tion to  meet  any  of  those  dangers  they  began  to 
suspect  from  the  motions  of  France,  and  from  our 
late  conduct.  When  the  Captain  of  the  yacht  that 
was  ordered  to  convey  my  wife  over,  took  his  leave 
at  Court,  he  had  public  orders  given  him,  if  he 
came  in  sight  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  he  should  sail 
through  them,  and  shoot  at  those  shij>s  which  were 
next  him,  till  he  made  them  strike  sail,  or  till  they 
shot  at  him  again,  and  then  pursue  his  course.  He 
passed^  it  seems,  into  Holland  without  seeing  them ; 
but  as  he  returned  he  met  the  fleet,  and  sailing 
through  them,  made  several  shot  at  those  near  him : 
upon  which  they  seemed  at  least  not  to  know  what 
he  meant,  and  to  believe  he  might  be  in  some  dis- 
tress, and  the  Admiral  sent  a  boat  aboard  him  to 
enquire.  The  Captain  told  them,  that  he  had  been 
sent  to  bring  back  the  English  Ambassadress,  with 
her  family,  from  Holland ;  and  had  orders  to  make 
the  Dutch  fleet  strike  wherever  he  met  them  in  the 
Channel.  Upon  this  message  by  the  boat,  Vice- 
Admiral  Van  Ghent  came  aboard  the  yacht,  upon 
a  compliment  to  my  wife,  which  he  .performed 
very  handsomely,  and  afterwards  desired  to  speak 
with  the  Captain,  of  whom  he  enquired  the  reason 
of  his  shooting;  and  receiving  the  same  answer 
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which  had  been  given  to  the  first  boat,  he  sa:id  it 
was  a  point  they  had  i;eceived  no  order  in  from 
their  Masters,  and  did  not  know  how  that  affair 
was  agreed  between  his  Majesty  and  the  States. 
But  though  it  were  settled,  vet  the  Captain  could 
not  pretend  the  fleet  and  Admiral  should  strike  to 
a  yacht,  which  was  but  a  pleasure-boat,  or  at  least 
served  only  for  passage,  and  could  not  pass  for 
one  of  the  King's  men  of  war.  Th€  Captain  said 
he  had  his  orders,  and  was  bound  to  follow  them. 
After  Van  Ghent  was  gone,  the  Captain,  perplex* 
ed  enough,  came  to  my  wife,  and  desired  to  know 
what  she  pleased  he  should  do  in  the  case ;  which 
she  saw  he  did  not  like  very  well,  and  would  be 
glad  to  get  out  of  by  her  help.  She  told  him,  he 
knew  his  orders  best,  and  what  he  was  to  do  upon 
them ;  which  she  left  to  him  to  follow  as  he  thought 
fit,  without  any  regard  to  her  or  her  children.  He 
pursued  his  course,  and  landed  her  safe;  after 
which  she  went  to  Court,  and  was  very  well  re- 
ceived,, and  much  commended  for  her  part  in  what 
had  passed :  and  at  night  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  was 
sent  to  take  her  examination  in  form  upon  th€ 
whole  matter  of  fact.  When  I  went  next  to  the 
King^s  levee,  he  began  to  speak  of  my  wife's  ^ar- 
nage  at  sea,  and  to  commend  it  as  much  as  he* 
blamed  the  Captain's ;  and  said,  she  had  shewed 
more  courage  than  he :  and  then  falling  upon  the 
Dutch  insolence,  I  said,  that  however  matters  went, 
it  must  be  confessed  that  there  was  some  merit  in 
my  family,  since  I  had  made  the  alliance  with  Hoi- 
land,  and  my  wife  was  like  to  have  the  honour  of 
making  the  war.  The  King  smiled  as  well  as  I, 
who  had  found  this  the  only  way  to  turn  the  dis- 
course into  good  humour :  and  so  it  ended. 

When  I  went  into  the  King's  closet,  I  desired 
to  kiss  his  hand  upon  the  end  of  my  embassy  $ 
whiph  he  gave  me. very  graciously,  and  told  me^ 
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he  had  all  the  reason  that  could  be  to  be  satisfied 
with  my  services.  And  upon  my  desire  that  he 
would  give  me  some  help  in  the  dispatch  of  my 
payments  due  from  the  Exchequer,  since  I  was  re- 
solved to  ask  him  nothing  else,  and  had  been  at  so 
great  expence  to  maintain  my  family  at  the  Hague 
so  long  without  their  help ;  he  told  me,  he  would 
speak  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  to  do 
me  justice ;  and  in  the  mean  time  would  give  me 
the  plate  belonging  to  my  embassy,  which  I  had 
still  in  my  possession.  I  gave  his  Majesty  my  hum- 
ble  thanks ;  and  he  seemed  very  much  pleased  to 
see  I  took  it  kindly,  and  was  so  easily  contented. 

And  thus  an  adventure  has  ended  in  smoke, 
which  had  for  almost  three  years  made  so  much 
noise  in  the  world,  restored  and  preserved  so  long 
the  general  peace,  and  left  his  Majesty  the  arbi- 
trage of  all  affairs  among  our  neighbours,  by  the 
Emperor  and  Spain's  resolutions,  as  well  as  Swe- 
den and  Holland's,  to  follow  his  measures,  for  the 
eommon  safety  and  peace  of  Christendom. 

The  Dutch  Ministers  at  Court,  as  ill  noses  as 
they  have,  began  to  smell  the  powder  after  the 
Captain's  shooting,  and  knew  not  what  counte- 
nance to  set  upon  it  here,  and  will,  I  doubt,  be 
•more  to  seek  at  their  return.  All  people  are  full 
of  the  politics  and  expectations  of  what  will  be  next, 
which  yoii  must  expect  to  hear  from  Gazettes,  and 
no  more  from  me ;  who  shall  not  so  much  as  en- 
quire, nor  care  to  know;  but  retire  to  my  corner  at 
Sheen,  and  endeavour  to  pass  the  rest  of  my  life  as 
quietly  and  innocently  as  I  can ;  and  for  the  rest, 
like  a  private  man,  run  the  fortune  of  my  country. 

1  have  been  long  enough  in  Courts  and  public 
business,  to  know  a  great  deal  of  the  world  and  of 
myself;  and  to  find  that  we  are  not  made  for  one 
another,  and  that  neither  of  us  are  like  to  alter  ei- 
ther bur  natures  or  our  customs :  and  that  in  course 
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and  periods  of  public  government,  as  well  as  private 
life,  quisque  suos  patimur  manes. 

I  am  sensible  this  is  too  long  a  trouble ;  but  be^ 
ing  like  to  be  the  last  of  this  kind,  I  hope  you  will 
forgive  it  among  many  others  you  have  been  con- 
tent with  from.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  son,  and 
most  humble  servant. 

To  my  brother  Sir  John  Temple. 

Dear  Brother^  Shee»,  May  23,  1672* 

Though  I  have  not  much  troubled  my  friends  or 
myself  with  letters,  since  I  left  oflF  all  public  busi- 
ness, yet  our  company  here  being  otherwise  en- 
gaged at  this  time,  I  could  not  defer  the  telling 
you  by  this  post,  that  my  brother  Hariy  is  safe  ar- 
rived from  France,  and  talks  of  beginning  another 
journey  towards  you  in  a  little  time.  I  doubt  he 
had  not  come  over  so  soon,  but  from  the  apprehen- 
sion of  more  danger  at  sea  upon  the  Dutch  war 
breaking  out,  which  you  will  at  length  believe  my 
presages  of  had  some  reason,  as  I  will  allow  you 
had  none  to  think  them  true  at  that  distance;  since 
neither  the  French  nor  the  Dutch  would  believe 
we  were  in  earnest,  till  we  fell  upon  the  Smyrna 
fleet.  My  brother  Harry  says,  no  body  till  then  be- 
lieved it  at  Paris ;  and  when  I  told  my  Lord  Ar- 
lington what  he  said,  he  confessed  the  very  French 
Court  would  not  believe  it  till  that  blow  was  struck : 
and  how  well  soever  our  measures  with  them  were 
taken,  yet  they  resolved  we  should  begin  the  war; 
which  was  an  honour  we  might  perhaps  have  spared, 
considering  who  was  like  to  have  the  profit  of  it. 

For  the  Dutch,  though  they  were  alarmed  at 
Sir  George  Downing's  being  sent  over  upon  the 
ending  of  my  embassy,  yet  they  thought  it  was  de- 
signed only  to  fright  them  into  some  great  pay- 
ments,  as  he  had  endeavoured  to  do  before  the 
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r  first  war  began;  so  that  they  were  still  in  hopes^ 
that  if  our  common  interest  and  treaties  should 
not  hold  us,  yet  they  might  at  least  buy  our  friend- 
ship.  Therefore  the  States  treated  Sir  George 
Downing  with  all  respect  and  civility ;  though  the 
common  people  were  hardly  kept  in  order  upon 
their  old  hatred  to  him,  which  was  well  known  here 
before  he  went.  For  when  the  King  named  him 
for  that  employment,  one  of  the  Council  said,  The 
rabble  will  tear  him  in  pieces;  upon  which  the 
King  smiled,  and  said.  Well,  I  will  venture  him. 
But  Sir  George  was  so  wise  as  not  to  venture  him- 
self too  far ;  which  made  him  come  away  in  a  fright 
without  orders  or  leave :  and  thiat  was  all  the  oc- 
casion of  his  being  sent  to  the  Tower  upon  his  ar- 
rival, which  disappointed  some  ends  designed  by 
his  journey.  I  think  indeed  none  got  much  by  it 
but  I ;  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  put  off*  my 
house  at  the  Hague,  with  a  great  deal  of  my  fur- 
niture, to  him  at  his  going  over.  This  advantage 
indeed  was  but  small,  in  comparison  of  what  I  have 
lost  upon  this  occasion  by  the  stop  of  the  Exche- 
quer, which  has  sunk  all  the  money  I  had  in  Al- 
lierman  BackwelPs  hands,  and,  I  doubt,  without 
recovery.  This  counsel  was  carried  so  secret,  that 
I  do  not  hear  of  any  man  at  Court  that  had  warn- 
ing enough  to  call  in  his  money  out  of  any  of  the 
bankers  hands :  "till  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  proposed 
the  thing  at  Council  without  other  circumstance, 
than  saying,  that  it  was  necessary  the  King  must 
have  money  upon  the  war  with  Holland ;  that  he 
knew  no  other  way  but  this;  and  desired  none 
would  speak  against  it,  without  proposing  some 
better  and  easier  way.  Upon  this  nothing  more 
was  said,  and  the  thing  passed ;  and  being  imme- 
diately public,  it  was  too  late  for  any  man  to  call 
in  his  money ;  which  made  the  loss  and  complaint 
very  general,  as  well  as  particular  to  me.    Yet  I 
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pray  God  this  may  prove  the  worst  consequence 
of  the  present  war,  and  the  counsels  that  have  en- 
gaged us  in  it.  I  doubt  you  will  find  very  ill  ones 
in  Ireland  by  the  loss  of  all  your  foreign  trade,  that 
will  soon  .follow. 

But  my  public  thoughts  are  ended,  and  so  I 
leave  them  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  them.  If 
my  father  and  you  are  well,  as  your  friends  are  all 
here,  it  is  enough :  and  I  am  ever  your  most  affec- 
tionate brother. 


lb  Monsieur  Wickfort. 

London,  Oct.  10, 
Sir,  N.  S.  1672. 

If  by  the  course  of  public  af- 
fairs it  were  permitted  me  to 
cultivate  any  correspondence 
in  the  countnr  where  you  are, 
it  should,  without  doubt,  have 
been  yours,  which  hath  ever 
been  equally  profitable  and 
agreeable  to  me :  but  we  must 
Comply  with  the  times  and  mo- 
tions of  our  Governments,  how 
contrary  soever  they  may  be  to 
our  own  inclinations.  How- 
ever, since  public  edicts  do  not 
forbid  any  commerce  that  is 
only  used  for  withdrawing  ef- 
fects in  either  country,  I  am 
by  that  means  allowed  to  acquit 
myself  of  the  acknowledgments 
I  owe  you,  for  dispatching  my 
afiairs  with  Monsieur  Scague, 
and  to  desire  you  will  continue 
to  me  your  good  offices,  if  I 
shall  need  them,  towards  finish- 
ing the  rest  of  my  accounts 
with  my  merchants  at  Amster- 
dam. 


In  the  mean  time,  I  thank 
you  for  the  favour  of  your  last, 


Au  Monsieur  Wickfort* 

De  Land,  le  10  Oct. 

Monsieur^  S.  N.  1672. 
Si  les  conjonctures  8^  les  situa^ 
tions  des  affaires  publiques  m*a' 
voient  permis  d*entretenir  queU 
que  correspondence  au  pats  ou 
vous  etesy  c*eut  ete  sans  doute 
une  amitie  comme  la  voire  que 
^eusse  eu  soin  de  cultiver;  car 
elle  m*a  toujours  paru  egale' 
ment  utile  ^  agreaole.  Iljaut 
s*accommoder  au  terns,  8^  ceder 
aux  mouvemens  qui  entrainent 
lesEtatSy quelques opposez  quits 
soient  ^  nos  desirs  Sf  ^  nos  vo- 
lontez.  Mais  comme  les  decla' 
rations  des  princes  ne  deffendent 
pas  cette  sorte  de  commerce^  qui 
n*a  pour  but  que  de  retirer  les 
effetSj  Sf  de  souder  ses  comptes 
de  part  Sf  d* autre,  il  m* est  per ^ 
mis  de  m'acquitter  de  ce  queje 
vous  dois  pour  m^ avoir  tire  d*qf- 
Jaire  avec  Monsieur  Scague,  8^ 
de  vous  supplier  de  me  continuer 
vos  bons  offices,  en  cas  quails  me 
soient  encore  necessaires  pour 
Jinir  le  reste  de  mes  comptes 
avec  mon  marchand  d* Amster- 
dam, 

Je  vous  remercie  en  mSme 
terns  de  la  grace  que  vous  m^avez 
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which  haa  given  me  a  very  Jttite  par  <o6tre  demiere  leUte^ 

agreeable  surprise :  it  is  a  great  qui  me  Jut  rendue  ily  a  qtielque 

pleasure  to  bear,  that  any  me-  tems^  Sf  qui  me  causa  une  agrS' 

mory  is  left  of  a  person  buried  able  surprise;  je  voy  avecplaisir 

in  the  privacy  of  a  country  life,  qu*on  se  souvient  encore  tPune 

and  the  idle  amusements  of  lei-  personne  ensevelie  dans  un  se^ 

sure.     For,  since  his  Majesty  jour  champetre,  S^  qui  dans  sa 

has  thought  fit  to  change  the  retraite  ne  parott  plus  sensible 

course  of  his  counsels,  in  the  qu^aux  douceurs  d*une  vie  oisive. 

pursuit  whereof  I  was  so  long  Car  depuis  que  sa  Majesti  a 

and  so  sincerely  engaged,  as  trouve  oon  de  chancer  la  Jace  de 

ever  believing  them  equally  ne-  son  conseU^  auquel  fay  He  si 

cessary  to  the  repose  of  Christ-  longtems  Sf  si  sincerement  de* 

endom,  and  to  the  good  of  both  vouSy  persuade  que  les  vceux  de 

our  nations ;  I  have  had  no  share  ce  conseil  etoient  Sgalement  utiles 

at  all  in  public  afiairs ;  but,  on  Sf  au  bien  de  nos  deux  nations^ 

the  contrary,  I  am  wholly  sunk  4*  au  repos  de  la  ChretientS;  dc' 

in  my  gardening,  and  the  quiet  puis  ce  tems-lh^  dis  je^  je  nay 

of  a  private  life ;  which,  I  thank  pris  aucune  part  aux  affaires 

God,  agrees  with  me  as  well  as  publiques^  Sf  n^ay  songe  au  con- 

the^lendour  of  the  world,  and  traire  qu^h  m'enfoncer  dans  le 

gives  me  a  great  deal  more  jardinage^  Sf  ^  gouter  la  douceur 

quiet  and  satisfaction   than  I  d*une  vie  privee;  qui^  graces  h 

should  have  found  by  pursuing  Dieu^  me  sied  aussi  Uen^  que  le 

my  fortunes  in  it,  if  I  had  the  Jaste  des  emplois^  Sf  tout  V eclat 

inclinations  as  often  as  I  have  du  grand  monde^  Sf  mefoitjouir 

had  the  occasions  to  do  so.     I  d^un  repos  plus parfait  que  m^eti 

will  not  tell  you,  that  I  have  auroit    pu   procurer    la  plus 

succeeded  so  well  in  my  small  grande  elevation,  si  avec  a^au" 

country    designs,    as    I    have  tres  desirs  que  ceux  que  fay, 

sometimes  done  in  great  ones :  j'avois  menagS  toutes  les  occa- 

but,  if  ever  any  favourable  ac-  sions  qui  rnont  ete  offertes  pour 

cident  (and  this  age  produces  arriver  d  une  grande  Jbrtune, 

strange  ones  enough)  should  Je  ne  vous  diray  pas  que  fay 

bring  you  hither,  I  would  let  aussi  bien  reiissi  dans  mes  petits 

you  see  that  our  buildings  are  projets  champctreSf  quej^ay  au- 

not  altogether  without  neat-  trejfois  reiissi  dans  des  desseins 

ness ;  at  least,  I  would  make  you  plus  elevez :  mais  si  jamais  quel' 

confess,  that  the  fruits  of  my  que  conjoncture  impreveue  fear 

garden  have  another  taste  than  ce  siecte  enjait  naitre  des  plus 

those  of  my  *  closet,  and  will  bizares)  m^etoit  asses  favorable 
preserve  better  than  those  of   pour  vous  conduire  Jans  notre 

my  embassies.     In  the  mean  Isle,  je  voiisjerois  voir  que  nos 

time,  I  must  give  place  to  our  baiimens  ne  sont  pas  tout  hfait 

ladies  here,  who  will  not  be  sa-  sans  agrSment;  ou  du  mains  je 

*  Observations  on  the  Netherlands,  which  M.  Wickfort  after- 
wards translated. 
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tisfied  without  assuring  you  of 
their  services,  and  of  the  re- 
membrance they  will  always 
keep  of  the  civilities  they  have 
received  from  you  and  your  fa- 
mily. I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
humble  and  most  affectionate 
servant. 


vousjerois  aDouer^  que  lesjruits 
de  monjardin  ont  oien  un  autre 
gout  queceux  de  mon  cabinet ,  Sr 
o^t  la  propriete  de  se  conserver 
mieux  que  ceux  de  mes  amhas^ 
sades,  Je  n'oserois  employer  ce 
qui  me  reste  de  papier;  Sf  iljaut 
queje  songe  ^  y  laisser  du  vuide 
pour  nos  dameSy  qui  ne  me  le 
pardonneroient  pas  si  elles  rCy 
trouvoient  place  pour  vous  as* 
surer  de  teurs  services^  Sf  du 
souvenir  qu^eUes  conserveront 
toujours  de  toutes  les  bontes 
qu  eUes  ont  regeues  tant  de  vous 
que  de  v6trefamiUe.  Je  suis. 
Monsieur^  voire  tres  humble  Sf 
tres  qffectionnS  serviteur. 


T%e  End  of  Sir  JV.  Temple's  Letters. 
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LETTERS 


TO 


SIR  WILLIAM  TEMPLE. 


From  Mr.  Secretary  Trevor. 

Sir,  London,  Oct.  8,  1668,  N.  S. 

I  HAVE  received  your  congratulations  as  an  effect 
of  your  friendship  as  well  as  your  civility.  I  am 
willing  to  flatter  myself  with  it,  as  a  thing  very 
agreeable  to  my  ambition,  and  the  desires  I  have 
always  had  to  deserve  it.  If  it  were  not  to  assume 
something  of  vanity,  I  would  make  you  the  offer 
of  all  the  services  which  my  present  or  future  for- 
,  tunes  shall  make  me  capable  to  pay  you ;  and  if  I 
could  make  them  as  valuable  as  tney  are  sincere, 
I  durst  recommend  them  to  be  worthy  your  ac- 
ceptance. Sir,  I  know  your  worth  and  merit  gave 
me  many  competitors  to  your  friendship ;  but  in 
this  divided  world  I  claim  some  affinity  to  your 
principles,  which  gives  some  singularity  to  my  pre- 
tence. 

It  is  hardly  yet  in  my  province  to  enter  into  busi- 
ness  with  you ;  but  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  tell 
you,  that  I  am  very  glad  you  think  it  necessary, 
and  have  made  some  progress  in  some  new  expe- 
dient for  paying  the  Swedish  subsidies,  and  con- 
firming that  union  which  must  preserve  the  peace 
of  Europe.  My  Lord  Keeper  and  Lord  Privy  Seal 
do  a  little  fear  the  consequence  of  an  universal  gua- 
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ranty  upon  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  lest,  in  the 
extent  of  it,'  it  should  be  construed  to  engage  the 
King  to  greater  charge  and  undertakings  than  will 
consist  with  the  state  of  his  affairs.  They  are  of 
opinion,  that  it  were  better  to  pay  these  subsidies 
in  three  parts,  whereof  Spain  will  readily  pay  his 
third,  and  you  know  how  England  can  pay  theirs, 
if  Holland  will  accept  their  part :  and  then  to  pro- 
ceed freely  to  comprehend  Spain  in  the  alliance 
upon  such  terms  of  advantage  as  are  obvious  in 
respect  to  England.  My  Lord  Arlington's  thoughts 
upon  this  subject  are  not  yet  known  to  me :  he  is 
with  the  King,  and  I  have  given  him  an  account 
of  these  discourses,  and  in  a  few  days  I  believe  you 
will  hear  from  him.  In  the  mean  time  I  take  the 
liberty  to  give  you  this  advance  of  our  meditations 
here ;  whereof  you  will  make  what  use  you  shall 
think  reasonable  to  those  ends  we  aim  at. 

Sir,  1  am  with  great  esteem  and  sincerity  your 
most  faithful,  and  humble  servant,       J.  Trevor. 

From  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

Sir,  Petworth,  Nov.  16,  1668. 

I  SHOULD  be  very  much  to  blame  if  I  did  not  make 
a  more  than  ordinary  acknowledgment  for  the  last 
letter  I  received  from  you;  wherein  I  find  more 
marks  of  true  friendship  than  are  usually  met  with 
in  this  age;  where  truth  is  seldom  spoken,  and 
flattery  is  the  only  civility.  I  do  very  fully  agree 
with  you,  th9,t  none  of  the  actions  of  my  life  can 
be  of  more  importance  to  me  than  those  at  my  first, 
setting  out,  whereby  I  may  give  the  world  a  good 
or  bad  impression  of  me ;  and  which  soever  of  the 
two  is  at  first  taken  up,  will  hardly  ever  be  altered. 
If  I  fail  in  this,  I  cannot  but  confess  myself  ex- 
treme  faulty,  having  lived  so  many  years  under  the 
examples  and  precepts  of  one  who  made  it  his  whole 
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business  to  inform  me  of  the  difference  between 
good  and  evil,  and  who  was  so  well  able  to  do  it : 
so  as  besides  the  relation,  I  can  truly  say,  that  I 
have  lost  the  best  friend  I  had ;  and  I  hope  to  be 
believed  when  I  say  that  I  thought  so. 

I  will  entertain  you  no  longer  on  this  subject ; 
but  I  have  entertained  myself  very  well  with  read- 
ing your  letter  often :  and  I  assure  you  that  you 
cannot  bestow  your  friendship  on  any  body  that 
doth  more  esteem  it,  and  will  more  gladly  embrace 
it,  than  your  most  affectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

N0RTHUMB]^RLAND* 

From  the  Baron  de  risola. 

Brussels^  DecAS, 

My  Lord,  Monsieur^                   1668. 

If  I  were  not  well  assured  of  Si  je  ne  connoissois  hien  vStre 

your  goodness,  and  that  you  bonier  Sf  que  wus  savez  assez  h 

know  the  bottom  of  my  heart  Jbnd  de  mon  coeurpour  Streper- 

enough  to  be  persuaded  that  suade  que  le  temps  8;  l*absence 

time  and  absence  can  change  ne  peuvent  rien  aherer  de  la 

nothing  of  the  perfect  friend-  parjaite  amitie  que  fay  vouS  ^ 

ship  I  have  vowed  for  your  V.  E»  fapprehend&ts  que  mon 

Excellency ;    I   might  appre-  long  silence  ne  luy  en  eut  foit 

hend  my  long  silence  had  rais-  concevoir  qtielque  mauvaise  opt' 

ed  in  you  an  ill  opinion  of  it :  nion :  maisje  tuy  avouerayjran' 

but  I  will  confess  to  you  freely,  ckement  que  tant  que  fay  w« 

that  while  I  saw  things  take  a  les  choses  prendre  un  cours  tout 

?uite  contrary  course  to  what  contraire  a  celuy  que  je  sou* 

wished,  I  had  not  the  heart  haitois  ;  je  n*ay  pas  eu  le  coeur 

to  entertain  a  correspondence  d*entretenir  une  correspondence 

wherein  I   could  furnish  no-  dans  laqueUeje  n^auroispuf our-' 

thing  but  words   in  the   air,  nir  que  des  paroles  en  Pair,  des 

uncertain  hopes,  and  projects  esperances  incertaines^    Sf   des 

without  foundation.     But  now,  prqjets  sansfondeynents.    A  pre* 

when  things  seem  to  proceed  sent  quellessemblents^ackeminer 

by  maxims  more  agreeable  to  par  des  maximesplus  convenahles 

the  circumstances  of  the  pre-  aua  circonstances  du  terns  pre" 

sent  time,  I  return  to  my  an«  sentyje  reviens  ^  mes  anciennes 

cient    obligations,    and  begin  obligations^  et  commence  ^  me 

to  awake  out  of  the  profound  reveiller  comme  du  prqfond  sovn- 

sleep,  wherein  the  languishing  meil  ou  la  langueur  de  nos  ope* 

of  our  affairs  had  plunged  me;  rations  m*ai>o$t  phnge;  4r  vMn 


and  otlier  Ministers  of  State* 


and  my  first  care  is  to  renew 
to  your  Excellency  my  ancient 
teryices,  and  to  testify  my  ex- 
treme joy  for  the  hope  I  have 
of  the  honour  very  soon  to  em- 
brace yoUy  and  pour  into  your 
bosom  my  most  secret  thoughts. 
But  shall  we  not  have  also  the 
company   of  your    illustrious 
lady,  my  Lady  Temple?  My 
wife,  who  will  needs  bear  me 
company,  will  never  be  com- 
forted, if  she  misses  the  occa- 
sion of  seeing  so  dear  a  friend : 
and  I  confess  to  you,  it  would 
be  a  sensible  mortification  if  we 
should  not  find  her  with  you. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  humbly  de- 
sire your  Excellency  to  believe 
that  I  am  absolutely  yours,  and 
that  I  have  taken  part  as  I 
ought,  in  the  glory  you  have 
acquired  in  the  worjd  by  your 
great  and  happy  negotiations, 
wishing  you,  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,   all  the  advan- 
tages you  ought  justly  to  expect 
from  so   generous  a   Master. 
These  are    the    most    ardent 
wishes  of,  my  Lord,  your  Ex- 
cellency's   most    humble  and 
most  obedient  servant. 
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premier  soin  est  de  renouveller 

d   V,E.  mes  anciens  services  g 

Sf  luy  temoigner  l*extreme  joye 

que  fay  de  USspoir  d* avoir  oien" 

t6t  l^honneur  de  Pembrasser^  4* 

verser  dans  son  sein  mes  plus  se» 

crettes  pensees.     Mais  n  y  troU' 

veronS'nous  point  voire  illustre 

Madame  Temple?-  Majemme^ 

qui  vient  absolument  m^accom^ 

pagnery  ne  se  consoler  a  jamais 

si  elleperd  cette  occasion  de  voir 

une  si  precieuse  amie :  etjevous 

avoueque  ce  nous  seroit  une  sen* 

sible  mortification y  si  nous  ne  la 

rencontrions  pas  aupres  de  vous, 

Cependant  je  prie  ires  humble* 

ment  V.  E,  de  croire  queje  suis 

absolument  ^  elle^  Sf  que  j* ay 

pris  toute  la  part  que  je  devoiSp 

d  la  gloire  qu*elle  s*est  acquise 

dansle  monde  par  ses  belies  5r 

heureuses  negotiations;  luy  sou* 

haitant  dujbnd  du  coeur  tous 

les  avantages  que  vous  devex 

justement  attendre  d*un  si  gene* 

reux  Maitre,     Ce  sont  les  voeux 

ires  ardents  que  fait  sans  cesse^ 

Monsieur y  de  voire  Excellence  le 

ires  humble  Si  tres  obeissant  ser* 

viieur^  De  l'Isola. 


From  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  London,  Jan.  19,  1668-9. 

I  HAVE  two  of  yours  to  acknowledge  of  the  15th 
and  22d,  I  should  have  said  three ;  for  of  the  for- 
mer date  I  had  two,  one  relating  to  the  public 
affair,  the  other  to  you  and  me ;  to  which  I  will 
make  answer  at  the  bottom  of  this. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  at  your  first  entrance  with 
Monsieur  le  Baron  d'Isola,  you  had  worried  him 
out  of  the  vision  he  carried  thither,  to  persuade 
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the  State  and  you  to  a  quadruple  alliance;  or,  as 
they  have  christened  it  in  Spain,  an  offensive  and 
defensive  league  with  us.  The  testimony  the  world 
hath  justly  given  him  of  his  wit,  makes  him  think 
it  sumcient  to  prevail  in  any  subject.  But  your 
last  shews  him  come  to  some  reason,  and  that  there 
are  two  hundred  thousand  crowns  already  in  hand 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Swede.  I  hope  a  few 
days  will  make  him  confess  all.  Before  this,  I 
assure  myself  you  have  his  Majesty's  instructions 
upon  this  subject ;  and  the  satisfaction  of  seeing, 
that  you  know  our  mind  before  we  told  it  to  you, 
which  I  observed  to  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers 
much  to  your  advantage. 

I  have  also  this  day,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Trevor,  communicated  to  some  of  the  East- 
India  Company  the  paper  given  you  by  the  States, 
upon  their  affairs,  with  the  amendments  Monsieur 
de  Witt  had  sent  to  Amsterdam  t6  make  it  more 
complete.  They  seem  at  first  view  to  believe  it 
comes  up  to  their  desires  in  substance,  but  have 
desired  it  to  see  whether  it  be  rightly  worded,  with 
a  promise  to  return  it  to  be  sent  you  again  by  the 
next  post,  if  by  that  time  we  can  agree  what  form 

to  give  it. 

As  to  what  is  said  before  concerns  us  both,  I 
have  little  to  say;  I  mean  I  am  this  evening  too 
much  off  the  hooks  to  reply  so  obligingly  to  you  as 
you  have  spoken  to  me  upon  the  probability^  of  my 
devolving  my  correspondence  with  you  to  Sir  John 
Trevor.  I  cannot  but  tell  you  what  you  know  al- 
ready, that  you  are  under  his  district ;  and  must 
therefore  expect  from  him  all  the  formal  dispatches, 
but  shall  never  be  eased  of  my  particular  ones,  till 
you  give  me  cause,  which  I  know  you  will  never 
do,  to  love  you  or  value  you  less.  Besides,  Utrum-^ 
ue  nostrum  incredibili  modo  consentit  astrum :  and 
am  resolved  never  to  leave  you  till  I  have  made 
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you  able  to  make  my  own  fortunes ;  for  which  yott 
have  credit  enough  already,  if  you  had  also  place 
for  it :  and  believe  me  without  flattery,  you  have 
enough  of  the  former  to  deserve  envy,  which  you 
must  learn  betimes  to  live  with. 
/ 1  have  not  yet  spoken  with  Mr.  Williamson  con- 
cerning the  correspondence  you  furnish  him ;  he 
shall  himsielf  answer  for  it  and  his  omissions  all 
this  while ;  and  for  myself,  believe  it,  there  is  no 
man  living  loves  and  values  you  more,  nor  can  be 
with  more  truth,  your  most  aflectionate  and  most 
humble  servant,  Arlington. 

From  the  Lord-Keeper  Bridgeman. 

My  Lord,  Essex-House,  Jan.  28,  1668-9. 

I  HAD  the  favour  of  your  Excellency's  of  the  31st 
instant,  N.  S.  with  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Trevor,  and  am  your  debtor  for  a  letter 
of  a  former  date.  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  find  the 
business  of  the  Swedish  subsidies  to  be  brought  so 
near  a  good  conclusion.  Sir  Mark  Ognati  came 
to  me  about  the  same  time  of  the  receipt  of  yours ; 
and  gave  me  the  like  assurances,  as; touching  the 
concert  they  were  now  satisfied  with  it ;  but  only 
for  convenience-sake  proposed  the  change  of  six 
hundred  horse  into  foot,  as  apprehending  our  Eng- 
lish horse  not  so  well  able  to  endure  the  hard  for- 
age in  Flanders  as  the  Flemish ;  but  our  foot  they 
took  to  be  excellent  good.  I  find  (though  I  would 
not  tell  him  so)  that  we  shall  scarce  agree  here  to 
send  our  foot  without  horse  to  accompany  and  se- 
cure them.  As  for  the  time  of  sending  the  forces, 
I  believe  (and  so  I  told  him)  that  we  shall  insist  to 
have  it  undetermined  as  to  a  day;  and  they  must 
rest  upon  the  expressions,  "  with  all  the  speed  we 
can;*'  which  is  enough,  where  the  stipulation  is 
hndjide  intended  to  be  performed;  and  the  other 
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U  not  enough,  without  it*  Some  two  da^s  ago  w€ 
fec^eived  intelligence  that  the  King  of  France  has 
tobinitted  the  difibreneet  touching  the  Cond6  an^ 
the  other  depehdances  upon  his  conquests,  to  the 
determination  of  the  King  of  England  and  Crown 
of  Sweden,  so  it  be  done  within  a  yean  I  hope  we 
shall  have  peace  abroad  by  this  means  for  a  year  at 
least )  1  wish  it  may  be  so  at  home ;  and  this  good 
news  which  you  sent  us^  gives  me  more  encourage-^ 
ment  to  believe  it  wiU  be  so»  than  any  I  have  firom 
hence* 

I  have  Somewhat  a  sore  fit  of  the  gout,  which 
still  is  in  my  hand,  and  causes  me  to  make  use  of 
my  nephew's  pen* 

I  am  with  all  faithfulness,  my  Lord,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

OaL.  Bridgeman,  C*  & 

tYtrn  Mr.  Secretdrif  Trevor. 

Mj  Lord,  WhiMudl,  MArch  7, 166^9. 

I  HAVE  now  hereldth  sent  your  Excellency  the  rati« 
ficatiobs  for  the  two  instruments  you  last  sent  oven 
Your  Lordship  will  take  notice  that  the  guaranty 
IKras  ratified  once  before  in  May  last,  and  left  in 
your  hands  1 1  presume  that  since  this  last  ratifica- 
tion is  to  be  the  Same  guaranty  and  the  conoert  tck 
gether^  you  will  keep  the  former  in  your  hands  stills 
I  am  glad  the  last  fraction  of  &o,ooo  rit  dollars  is 
{>aid  alSO)  and  now  the  whole  matter  established* 

I  received  yours  of  the  i  ith  instant,  N.  H.  and 
the  indlosed  declaration  to  the  Elector  of  Mentz, 
of  which  I  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  inform 
his  Majesty^  and  to  receive  his  commands  and  re*- 
solutions.  To  the  concept  for  Surinam  he  will  re^ 
turn  yoii  one  of  our  Owfl  more  foil }  but  suth  ai 
Shall  not  diflfer  mueh  (t(>m  what  the  States  seem  in 
theirs  to  int^nd^  but  more  exj^Hcit)  and  less  sufe^ 
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ject  to  evasion.  By  the  next  I  hope  to  send  it,  that 
this  matter  nn^y  not  be  delayed  on  our  part. 

We  have  litde  news  here.  Tlie  rariiatnent 
makes  baste  to  dispatch  b^sre  Easter.  In  the 
Lords  House  there  is  arisen  a  great  process  i^tch 
fills  men's  heads,  upon  the  petition  of  my  Lord 
Roos ;  who  having  been  by  act  of  Barliament  last 
year  divorced  from  his  wife,  and  his  children  by 
her  declared  iUegitimate,  and  nncapaUe  to  inherit, 
doth  now  press  for  another  act  to  ^enable  him  to 
marry  another.  On  Tharaday  will  be  the  great 
debate,  in  which  both  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
Lords  are  divided  much. 

My  Lord,  I  was  very  sorry  to  find  your  indispo-^ 
sition  by  your  letter ;  I  heartily  wish  you  a  quick 
recovery,  and  all  other  advantages,  which  no  man 
desires  tor  yoa  more  truly  than^  your  Excellency's 
Biost  &ith&l  humble  servant,  J.  Trevor. 

From  (he  Duke  cf  Ormtmd. 

My  Lord,  VTbitehali,  May  17»  1669. 

Thinking  as  you  did,  tliat  tout  Lady's  return  to 
you  woald  be  sooner  than  it  has  proved,  I  reserved 
the  little  or  nothing  I  have  to  say  to  you,  till  her 
arrival  witii  it  mwht  make  the  diversion  from  the 
aflairs  yon  ar^  fiau  of,  more  suitable. 

I  have  not  missed  a  day  at  the  Committee  where 
your  dispatches  are  considered,  anoe  you  went 
rnmi  iMnce,  tiU  yesterday,  that  I  was  k^t  in  my 
chamber  by  as  apprahension  rather  than  fit  of  the 
gout ;  and  that  omission  was  well  supplied  by  a 
visit  I  received  £noai  M n  Secretaiy  Trevor,  who 
gave  me  a  relation  i^  your  last  letters,  and  of  the 
unequal  desires  of  some  of  our  allies, 

I  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  very  con- 
fident that  if  you  were  in  a  station  where  your  abi- 
lity and  industry  could  be  as  useful  to  me  as  your 
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friendship  is  real,  I  should  soon  find  the  effects  of 
it :  and  this  judgment  I  make  not  only  from  the 
entire  credit  I  gave  to  your  professions,  but  from 
the  experience  I  daily  have  of  your  brother  the 
solicitor's  care  of  all  my  nearest  concerns ;  which, 
next  to  the  King's  continued  bounty,  will  owe 
their  greatest  security  and  dispatch  to  his  advice 
and  assistances.  My  wife  I  hope  is  now  in  Ireland, 
both  to  think  and  advise  farther  with  him. 

I  am,  with  all  reality,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's 
most  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

Ormond. 

From  my  Lord  Ambassador  Montague. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  May  24?,  1669. 

I  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  your  Lordship's  of  May 
the  16th.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  business  so 
long  depending  is  like  to  come  to  so  sudden  a  good 
conclusion.  Both  the  Spaniards  and  the  Swedes  are 
obliged  to  your  Lordship,  for  you  have  proved  a 
better  solicitor  for  them  both,  than  either  of  them 
could  have  been  for  themselves. 

This  Court  is  mightily  overjoyed  with  news  that 
an  express  has  brought  in  great  diligence  out  of 
Poland,  almost  assuring  the  Prince  of  Conde's  elec- 
tion to  that  Crown.  If  it  should  prove  so,  the 
Swedes  have  done  no  ill  business  for  themselves  in 
entering  into  the  triple  alliance. 

The  succours  designed  for  Candia,  they  say,  will 
certainly  be  embarked  and  put  to  sea  the  end  of 
this  month. 

This  is  all  you  shall  be  troubled  with  at  present 
from,  my  Lord,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  R.  Montague. 
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From  the  Constable  of  Castile. 


My  Lord, 
I  RECEivBD  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  30th  past,  and  ob- 
served, among  other  points, 
that  your  Excellency  there  in- 
sinuates to  me  not  to  press  you 
anymore  upon  the  specification 
of  time,  nor  any  other  change 
in  the  instruments,  because  you 
bad  not  orders  to  do  it :  in  an- 
swer to  which  I  will  tell  your 
Excellency,  that  I  esteem  as  I 
ought  the  zeal  wherewith  you 
have  assisted  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  guaranty,  and  to  our  ad- 
vantage; assuring  you,  that  I 
am  very  much  obliged  to  you 
for  it:  and  having  further  con- 
sidered attentively  what  your 
Excellency  has  represented  to 
me;  and  particularly  of  what 
importance  it  was  to  finish  this 
a&ir;  and  to  manifest  farther, 
the  respectful  deference  I  have 
to  whatever  can  be  agreeable 
to  his  Britannic  Majesty ;  I  have 
condescended  the  more  willing- 
ly and  readily  to  the  payment  of 
200,000  patacoons  to  the  Mi- 
nisters of  Sweden,  in  the  form 
your  Excellency  will  have  learn- 
ed more  at  large  from  Don  Ste- 
phen de  Gamarra.  And  be- 
sides, our  resident  at  London, 
Don  Manuel  de  Fonseca,  in- 
forms me  by  letters  of  the  24th 
and  SOth  of  January,  that  the 
Lord-Keeper,  my  Lord  Arling- 
ton, and  Secretary  Trevor,have 
all  thi-ee  assured  him,  that  after 
'his  Britannic  Majesty  was  in- 
formed particularly  of  our  rea- 
fons,  he  had  resolved  to  order 


BruxeUesy  Feb*  6, 
Monsieur  9  1670. 

J^at/  regeula  lettre  de  vStre  Ex* 
ceUence  du  30  du  passe ^  S^  veu 
entre  autres  point  s^ce  quelle  rn^y 
insinue^  de  ne  la  votdoir  faire 
plus  presser  sur  la  specification 
du  temSj  ni  aucun  autre  change^ 
ment  dans  les  instrumensy  puis 
qu^eUe  n^avoit  pas  les  ordres  de 
h  faire.  En  reponse  de  quoyje 
diray  h  V.E.quejestimecomme 
je  dois  le  zele  avec  lequel  eUe  a 
cO'Opere  ^  la  conclusion  de  la  ga^ 
rantiCf  8f  a  notre  avantage;  V 
asseurant  queje  luy  en  demeure 
tres  oblige  8^  tres  recohnoissanf. 
Et  ayant  en  outre  considers  at' 
tentivement  tout  ce  que  V.E* 
m*a  represents^  Sf  particuliere* 
ment  Vimportance  quil  y  avoit 
d*achever  cette  affaire^  ^  pour 
manifester  tant  plus  la  respec" 
tueuse  deference  que  fay  d  tout 
ce  qui  pent  estre  agreaole  h  sa 
Majeste  Britannique:  je  suis 
condescendu  tant  plus  volontiers 
8(  promptement  d  la  delivrance 
des  200,000  pattacons  au  Mini- 
stres  de  la  Couronne  de  Suede; 
en  la  forme  que  V.E,Paura  apr 
pris  plus  d  plei7i  du  Siejur  Don 
Estevan  de  Gamarra,  Et  d*ail- 
leurSf  comme  notre  Resident  a  la 
Cour  de  Londres^  Don  Manuel 
de  Fonseca^  me  mande  par  let' 
tres  du  24t  Sf  30  de  Janvier,  que 
le  Garde  Seaux,  Milord  Arling" 
ton,  8i  le  Secretaire  Trevor,  I* 
oni  tous  trois  asseuri,  qu^apris 
que  sa  Majesie  Britannique  a«> 
voit  esie  informee  en  detail  des 
raisons  qui  nous  assistent,  elle 
avoit  resolue  de  vous  ordonner 
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you  to  conclude  the  treaty,  and 
to  specify  the  time  in  the  act  of 
assistances,  as  I  had  desired  of 
you;  and  that,  in  conformity  to 
this.  Of  ders  should  be  sent  you, 
by  which  there  waa  no  doubl  at 
London,  of  the  entire  conclu- 
tion  of  the  guaranty^  After 
^fak^  notices,  and  theprooft 
I  hove  of  your  £xcellency^» 
ieme  to  see  this  aflkir  finished 
to  our  satisiaction,  I  have  cause 
to  hope,  ^at  your  Excellency, 
having  ahreadr  received  the 
Slid  orders,  wiu  be  at  no  ibrther 
poao  to  specify  the  said  teraiy 
frhereki  hia  Bmannic  Majesty 
win  give  va  9xxp^ki%  in  thie 
same  form  that  other  confede- 
tatePrincesfaavegratited  thenii 
whether  in  the  same  act,  or  in 
an  xnstnunent  apart,  as  yoiur 
Excdlency  offim  in  your  let- 
ter; and  I  desire  you  earnestly 
to  do  it,  that  we  may  acknow* 
led|pe  the  entire  accomplish- 
ment of  Ihia  treaty  to  his  Bri* 
timnic  Ufajesty,  and  to  the  dis- 
position of  your  Bxcellency, 
mm  whose  hand  I  still  expect 
this  favour,  accompanied  with 
that  of  your  commMids  to  serve 

Ki,  aa  beings  entirely,  ray 
rd,  your  Excellency's  most 
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de  conclurre  le  iraitS,  Sf  de  spe- 
ci^r  le  terns  dans  Pacte  des  as- 
tmkanceSf  comme  je  Vavois  de- 
mandSf  S;  quen  cette  conformUe 
Pan  vous  envoy eroit  les  ordres: 
moyennant  quay  Von  ne  chutoU 
plus  d  Londres  de  Fentiere  con* 
ehuion  de  lagorantie.    Enstdie 
desqueUes  notices^  3r  desprewoes 
que  fay  du  dSsir  de  V.E.  de 
voir  fmider  cette  affaire  d  nStre 
sati^aetion;faii  sttfet  tTSsperer 
que  vdtre  Exeeuence  ayant  dgh 
re^eu  lesdits  ordres,  me  n*aura 
pirn  de  peine  de  specter  tedit 
ferme,  auquel  sa  Majeste  Bri* 
tann  f  que  nous  donnera  le  secours, 
en  la  mifne  forme  que  les  ffu- 
tres  Potentates  eonfederez  Font 
aeeordSy  soit  dans  le  tifSme  acte, 
oudans  mt  instrument  i  part, 
eomme  V.  E.  Pqffre  en  sa  lettre; 
8tje  Pen  prie  tresinstamment  de 
le  vouhirfaire,  dfin  que  nous 
donmons  Paccon^issement  tout 
entier  de  ce  traitS  d  sa  Majestf 
Britannique,  i;  h  la  disposition 
de  V.  E.  de  la  main  de  laqudle 
fattens  encore  cette  Javeur,  ac' 
eompagnSe  de  ceUe  de  ses  com- 
mandemensen  son  service,comme 
Slant  eniierement.  Monsieur,  de 
^tre  Excellence  le  tres  kunMe  Sp 
tris  qffectionnS  serviteur, 

CONKKTABLE. 


From  the  Count  de  Monterey. . 

Monsieur,  Bruxelles,  27  JuU.  1670. 

JjES  temoignages  qu^il  aplu  h  voire  Excellence  de  me 
donner  de  la  joye  que  luy  a  cause  le  choijc  que  la 
Reyne  ma  Maitresse  a  fait  de  moy  pour  le  gotwerne'^ 
ment  de  ces  provinces^  sont  si  evickntSy  <§•  accompa^ 
gnts  de  avis  si  sahtaires  Sf  dignes  de  la  prudence  de 
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V*  E.  que  je  m  trowue  pas  de  termes  propres  pour 
ewpUqmr  les  sentimens  d'ohUgatitm  Sg  de  graUtudt 
qmm*en  demeurent:fespere  que  cettenoteoellc  charge 
me  subministrera  les  occasions  Jrequentes  de  Ivy 
faire  mir  plvtbt  par  les  effets  Sf  mes  services^  que  par 
ties  paroles^  le  desir  que  fay  de  eultwer  non  seule^ 
ment  la  bonne  ccnrespondance  6g  amitie  avec  V.  E^. 
mats  aussi  d^execuier  les  bons  conseih  Sf  instrucUons 
qv^eUe  a  eu  agriable  de  me  communiquer  en.  sa  lettre 
du  22  de  ce  fnois,  pour  tant  mieua  addresser  en  eet 
penihle  charge  selon  les  souhaits  de  V.  E.  h  quoy  f 
appUqueray  tous  mes  soins  et  mes  forces  atec  autant 
de  chaleur  <§r  de  passim  que  je  stds^  Monsieur^  de 
votre  Excellence  le  tres  humble  et  tres  dedi^  serdteur^ 

J*  COMFTE  D£  MoKT£R£V« 

From  Sir  John  Werden. 

My  I«or4,  Stockholm,  Sept.  J7,  O*  S.  1670. 

I  CAME  to  thi«  place  about  eighteen  days  ago,  and 
have  not  in  ail  this  time  met  with  any  thing  worthy 
of  your  Excellency's  notice;  the  most  apparent  rea- 
son whereof  hath  been  the  absence  of  this  King  and 
Court,  who  have  made  a  kind  of  progress  through 
some  parts  of  this  country,  and  are  expected  here 
again  about  a  fortnight  hence* 

Among  other  things,  I  have  brought  with  me,  and 
delivered,  a  letter  from  the  King  my  Mastex  to  this 
King;  reciting  one  lately  sent  from  Spain,  wbter^io 
that  Queen  signifies  her  assent  to  the  arfwtration  of 
England  and  Sweden;  but  at  the  same  time  insi- 
nuates her  desire  to  have  Holland  admitted  as  a 
third  arbitrator ;  and  offering  to  r^new  their  joint 
instances  to  Spain,  to  induce  that  Crown  to  consent 
to  the  arbitration,  in  the  same  form  as  France  hath 
all  along  offered;  both  the  King  my  Master  and 
this  Crown  being  persuaded  that  France  haith  con^ 
descended  as  far  already  as  is  necessary  for  the  ami-, 
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cable  composure  designed ;  at  least,  that  the  arbi- 
trators named  by  France  are  as  well  qualified  for  it 
as  any  other  can  be. 

Your  Excellency  will  oblige  me  much  to  let  me 
have  such  notices,  relating  either  to  this  or  any 
other  public  matter,  as  your  Excellency  shall  judge 
proper  for  me  to  know:  in  return  whereof,  if  I  am 
unable  to  presentyour  Excellency  with  other  than 
relations  of  the  Tartars  incursions  and  success  in 
Muscovy,  of  our  future  dismal  frosts,  of  witches  out 
of  Lapland,  &c.  it  is  the  fault  of  my  station,  and 
only  my  misfortune  that  I  am  like  to  be  so  useless 
a  correspondent ;  being  otherways  very  really,  my 
Lord,  your  Excellency's  most  aflFectionate  and  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  John  Werden, 

P.S.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  consequences 
are  drawnfrom  theFrench  seizureofLorrain,  which 
at  this  distance  affords  us  much  variety  of  discourse. 

Also,  whether  the  subject  of  Monsieur  de  An- 
jeau*s  embassy  from  France  hither  be  yet  guessed 
9,t,  and  what  it  is. 

From  Monsieur  de  Witt 

Hague,  Oct.  21,  A  la  Haye^  Oct.  21, 

My  Lord,                   1670-  Monsieur y                   1670. 

I JIECEIVED  the  honour  of  both  «7*ay  regeu  les  deux  lettres  que 

your  Excellency*s  letters  of  the  Xfotre  Excellence  nCa  fait  Phon- 

gSd  and  30th  of  September,  up-  neur  de  m*ecrire  du  23  <Sr  30 

on  the  subject  of  the  English  Sept,  stile  d* Angleterre,  au  su- 

ship,  which  the  Director  of  the  jet  du  navire  Angloisy  que  le  Di^ 

West-India   Company   in   the  recteur  qui  est  de  la  part  de  la 

Isle   of  Curaca  has  arrested,  compagniedeslndes  Occident  ales 

Messieurs  Boreel  and  Beunin-  dans  I  Isle  de  Curaca  a  fait  ar^ 

ghen  have  wrote  about  it  at  the  reter.  Messieurs  Boreel  Sf  Van 

same  time  to  the  States  Gene-  Beuninghen  en  ont  ecrit  en  tneme 

ral,  who  are  very  much  disposed  terns  a  Mess,  les  Etats  Gene- 

to  give  order  in  this  matter,  for  raux^  qui  se  irouventjbrt  dis- 

all  that  justice  can  su£Per  to  be  posSs  ^  ordonner  sur  ce  sujetj 

done,  in  consideration  of  the  tout  ce  que  la  justice  pourra 
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King  of  England.  But  where- 
as the  Spanish  Ambassador  has 
presented  them  a  memorial  up- 
on the  same  affair ;  and  that  it 
is,  without  doubty  of  import- 
ance for  the  common  good,  to 
have  this  incident  terminated 
by  an  amicable  concert  be- 
tween the  parties ;  at  least,  be- 
cause the  rules  of  common  jus- 
tice will  not  allow  that  an  af- 
fair should  be  decided  without 
hearing  him  or  them  that  be- 
lieve themselves  concerned  in 
it:  their  High  Mightinesses 
have  given  direction  by  this 
ordinary  to  their  Ministers  at 
London,  to  endeavour  bringing 
the  affair  to  an  accommodation 
between  the  Ministers  of  Great 
Britain  and  Monsieur  de  Mo- 
lina the  Ambassador  of  Spain 
at  his  Majesty's  Court.  I  send 
you  the  copy  of  the  Ambassa- 
dor Gamarra's  memorial,  that 
you  may  see  the  Spaniards  do 
not  agree  to  what  others  say 
in  their  favour:  but  this  will 
not  hinder  the  States  from  do- 
ing, in  consideration  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, the  utmost  that  can  con- 
sist with  justice;  as  I  in  my 
particular  shall  contribute  all 
in  my  power  to  his  satisfaction, 
and  to  whatever  will  help  to 
preserve  the  good  intelligence 
between  his  Majesty  and  this 
State.  To  this  end  I  could 
have  wished,  that  there  had  not 
appeared  on  either  side,  any 
libels,  verses,  medals,  or  other 
such  displeasing  things,  and 
particularly,  that  the  accidents 
of  the  last  war  might  no  more 
be  thought  on,  whereof  the  me- 
mory should  be  for  ever  abo- 
lished. And  I  confess  freely, 
that  in  this  country,  there  is  a 


sot^rir  estrejait,  en  la  consider 

ration  du  Roy  de  la  Grande 

Bretasne.    Mais  comme  Mon* 

sieur  rAmbassadeur  d^Espagne 

leur  a  presents  un  memoire  sur 

la  mime  affaire^  Sf  au*il  importe 

sans  douie  pour  le  lien  commun 

que  Von  terminecet  incident  par 

un  concert  aimable  entre  les  in^ 

teressees  ;  au  moins  Sf  que  Vor^ 

dre  Sf  les  regies  de  la  justice  ne 

permettent  pas  qui  Von  dispose 

dans  une  affaire  sans  avoir  ouy 

celuy  ou  ceux  qui  s*y  croyent 

touches;  leurs  Hautes  Puissances 

ordonnent  par  cet  ordinaire  ^ 

Messieurs  leurs  Minisires  qui 

sont  ^  LondreSy,  de  tacher  de 

porter  V affaire  a  un  accommode^ 

ment  aimable  entre  les  Ministres 

du  Roy  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 

S^  Monsieur  de  Molina  AmbdS' 

sadeur  du  Roy  d^Espagne  ^  la 

Cour  de  sa  majeste,    Je  vous 

envoy Cy  Monsieur ,  la  copie  du 

memoire  de  VAmbassadeur  de 

Gamarray  qfin  que  vous  y  voy- 

iez  que  les  Espagnols  ne  de^ 

meurent  pas  d"* accord  de  tout  ce 

que  les  autres  disent  eii  leur  Ja* 

veur  ;  mais  cela  n*empechera  pas 

qu£  Messieurs  les  Etats  en  Jas: 

senty  en  la  consideration  de  sa 

MajestSy  tout  ce  qui  se  pourra 

Jaire  en  toute  Vetendue  de  lajus" 

ticcy  comme  en  mon  particulier 

je  contribueray  toujours  ce  qui 

sera  de  mon  pouvoir  a  sa  satiS' 

Jactiony  Sf  ^  ce  qui  pourra  ser- 

vir  d  maintenir  la  bonne  intelli" 

gence  entre  elle  &;  cet  Etat,  Pour 

cet  effetje  souhaiterdis  que  de 

part  8i  a  autre  il  n*eut  point pa- 

ru  des  libellesy  des  vers,  des  me^ 

daiUeSy  ou  autres  choses  sembla^ 

blesy  qui  eusSent  pu  deplaire ; 

Sf  particulierement  que  Von  ne 

songedt  plus  aux  acctdens  d*un^ 
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little  too  much  licence  giTen  guerre  dotU  la  memeire  diformi 
In  certain  things;  though  after  estre  abcUed jamais;  i^fawme 
the  most  diliffent  search  we  volonHert  qu*en  ce  pais  Fan  h 
could  not  fina  that  the  lihels  donne  un  feu  irop  ae  licence  en 
complained  of,  were  printed  des  certasnes  chases;  quoyque 
in  this  province.  Besides  you  pouriant  apris  une  recherche 
knowythereare  epidemical  evils  ires  exade,  ton  n* ait  point  sqm 
which  are  without  remedy,  and  trouver  que  les  libeUes  dont  on 
all  that  one  can  do  is  to  give  se  plaint  par  de  Id,  ayent  estS 
some  ease  to  a  distemper  which  imprimis  en  cette  province.  Mais 
Cannot  be  entirely  cured.  You,  vous  savez  ausst  qu*il  y  a  des 
my  Lord>  and  those  who  re-  maux  Spidemiques  qui  sont  sans 
ftemble  you,  are  above  such  remede^  St  que  tout  ce  que  Von 
trifles,  as  you  properlv  call  y  peut  faire^  c^est  d^aaoudr  ie 
them,  and  consider  only  the  malquePonnepeutpasentiere* 
true  intentions  of  the  State,  mentguerir,  rous.  Monsieur, 
where  the  Kine  shall  ever  find  Sf  ceux  qui  vous  ressemblent^  vous 
all  the  respect  he  can  desire.       estes  aurdessus  de  ce  que  vous 

nommex  bien  bagatelles^  tf  ne 
vous  arrftez  qu*aux  vfritahles 
intentions  de  vEtat ;  oule  Roy 
trowoera  toujours  tout  le  respect 
Sf  tous  les  sentimens  qtiUpourra 
souhaiter. 
For  the  rest,  I  refer  myself      '  Au  reste^  je  me  remets  ^  ce 
to  what  the  said  Deputies  of    que  lesdits  Ministres  de  PEtat 
the  State  will  tell  you  upon  the    vous  diront  de  plus  sur  les  ma^ 
subject  ofyour  last  letters:  and    tieres  contenues  en  vos  susdites 
for  me,  I  shall  ever  think  it  an    lettres*    Et  pour  ce  qui  est  de 
honour  to  let  the  King  know,    moy^jetiendrayd  gloire  dejaire 
that  i^r  the  service  I  owe  mv    connoitre  au  jRo^,  qu*apres  le 
country,  I  shall  employ  myself    service  queje  dots  ^  ma  patrie, 
£m:  that  of  his  Majesty,  with  all   je  m*employeray  pour  celuy  de 
imaginable  zeal ;  especially  if    sa  Majesteavec  tout  le  zele  ima* 
you  will  please  to  mix  yours    ginabte;  sur  tout^  quand  vous 
with  mine,  since  it  is  with  aH    y  voudrez  mSler  le  vMre ;  puis-- 
inclination  altogether  particu*    que  c*est  avec  une  inclination 
lar  that  I  aqi,  my  Lord,  your    tout  particuUere  que  je  suis. 
Excellency's  most  humble  and    Monsieur^  de  vStre  J^xceUence 
miost  affectionate  servant.  le  tres  humble  Sf  tris  affectionni 

serdteur,     Johan.  de  Witt. 

From  the  Baron  fflsola^ 

Hague,  Nov.  H,  A  la  Haye^  14  Nov. 

My  Lord,                  1670.  Monsieur^                  1070. 

I  AM  extreme  glad  to  hear  by  (Pest  avec  beaucottp  dejoyejay 

your  Excellency's  lettery  oH  appris  par  la  leUre  tie  voire 
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your  happy  return  from  the  Excellence  son  heureux  retour 
country  to  the  Courts  together  de  la  campagne  d  la  Cour^  Sf 
with  a  good  account  of  your  laparfaite  sanie  dont  dtejouU. 
health ;  but  I  confess  I  should  muisje  votis  confesse  que  jaur 
have  been  much  more  pleased  tm  heaucoup  mieux  aime  let 
to  have  learnt  it  from  your  apprendre  par  sa  propre  boucke 
own  month  than  your  letter,  que  par  ses  lettres .'  son  absence 
Your  absence  from  thil  place  commence  ^  devenir  ^nuyeuse^ 
begins  to  be  tiresome ;  and  ^  tout  le  monde  est  disconcerts 
every  body  is  much  concerned  heaucoup  de  bonnes  choses  qui 
at  the  great  occasions  that  are  se  pourroient  Jaire  pour  le  hen 
lost  by  it,  for  advancing  the  public. 
public  good. 

The  readiness  that  the  Par-        La  promptitude  que  le  Par* 
liament  of  England  hath  shew-    lemeni  d^Angleterre  a  temoigne 
ed  in  giving  considerable  aids    pour  donner  des  assistances  con^ 
to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  is  a    siderahles  ^  sa  Majeste  BritaU'^ 
mark  of  their  zeal  and  pru-    niaue^  est  une  marque  de  son 
dence ;  ^d  makes  it  manifest    zete  ^  de  sa  prudence,  Sf  faiX 
enough,  that  they  know  their    a^ses  connoitre  quU  connoit  ses 
true  mterest;  and  apprehend,    veritables  interits,  8s  qu*il  ap* 
as   they  ought,  the  progress    prekende  comme  il  doit  les  pro* 
and  preparations  of  the  neigh-    grez  8s  les  preparatifs  des  puis^ 
bounng  Princes.    I  doubt  not    sances  voisines*     Je  ne  doute 
but  his  Majesty  will  correspond    pas  que  sa  Majeste  ne  corre" 
with  their  good  desires,  by  such    sponde  a  leurs  oons  desirs,  par 
strong    and   vigorous   resolu-    aes  fortes  et  vigour euses  resolw- 
tions  as  the  present  time  and    tions,  telles  que  le  terns  present 
his  own  interest  require.  France     ^  sespropres  interits  requierentp 
stin  continues  to  give  out,  that    La  France  continue  toujours  ^ 
England  is  wholly  in  their  in-    publier    que    VAngleterre    est 
terests,  and  that  all  these  pre-    d^accord  avec  eUe,  8s  que  tous 
parations  are  in  their  favour,    ces  preparatifs  se  font  en  sa 
At  the  same  time  the  Frendi  foveur,     Elle  puhUe  tout  tela 
publish  this,  they  endeavour    en  mime  terns  qu^elle  tache  de 
to  persuade  us  that  the  Em-    vous  persuader  que  VEmpereur 
peror  has  no  good  intentions,    n*a  point  de  bonnes  intentions ; 
and  that  they  are  in  a  strict    8s  qu*eUe  est  en  des  (trdtes  liai^ 
league  with  nim.     But  since    sons  avec  luy.     Mais  comme 
their  game  is  to  rule  by  mak-    son  jeu  est  de  regner  en  divisant^ 
ing  division,  ours  ought  to  be    le  ndtre  doit  estre  aussi  de  nous 
that  of  supporting  ourselves    soutenir  en  nous  unissant,    Je 
by  uniting.    I  believe,  the  in-    croi^  les  intentions  de  voire  Cour 
tentions  of  your  Court  are  very  fort  sinceres,  8s  je  vous  puis  as^ 
sincere,  and  1  can  assure  you    seurer  que  les  notres  le  sont 
that  ours  are  so  too:  it  only    aussi.     II  ne  reste  qu^a  nous 
remains  that  we  should  rightly    bien  entendre,  8f  ^  mepriser  de 


204  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

understand  one  another,  and  part  ^  (Pautre  totUes  les  suggeS' 

despise  all  the  suggestions  of  tions  de  ceujc  qui  ne  peuvent 

those  who  can  only  find  their  trouver  leur  compte  que  dans 

account   in  our  disunion.     I  nStre  desunion,   Je  vous  asseure 

assure  you,  that  your  long  stay  en  verite  que  votre  trap  long  se» 

where  you  are,  is  very  hurtful  jours  au  lieu  oil  vous  estesy  est 

to  affairs  in  general,  as  well  as  Jbrt  nuisible  aux  affaires  pub' 

to  the  particular  service  of  the  liques^  ^  au  service  particulier 

King  your  Master.     I  dare  not  de  votre  Rou,  Je  n*ose  pas  vous 

mention  to  you  all  the  bad  ef-  ecrire  tous  tes  mauvais  effets  que 

fects  it  causes:  and  after  all,  cela  cause;  Sf  apres  toiU,  les 

the  French  make  bad  use  of  it  Francois  en  usent  tres  mal  en* 

towards  your  Court,  to  publish  vers  votre  Cour^  depubliery  com- 

so  confidently  as  they  do,  that  me  ils  font  ires  effrontement^ 

they  are    in    private    intelli-  quHls  sont  en  secrette  inteHU" 

gence  there,  since  it  is  a  thing  gence  avec  elle  ;  puisque  cela  est 

evidently  false ;  and  if  it  were  (videment  foux^  4*  quand  il  se- 

true,  it  is  a  very  unfaitliful  part  roit  veritable^  ce  ne  si^oit  pas 

in  them  to  divulge  it.  But  they  agirJideUement  de  la  divulguer: 

serve  Princes  just  as  they  do  mais  its  en  usent  avec  les  Princes 

women,   whose   favours    they  cotnmes  ils  font  avec  les fommest 

publish,  whether  they  have  re-  de  qui  ils  publient  les  foveurs 

ceived  any  or  no.    I  protest  to  reqeues  fif  non  regeues.   Je  vous 

you,  I  think  all  sort  of  com-  avoue  que  toute  sorte  de  com-r 

merce  with  them  is  dangerous,  merce  avec  eux  est  dangereux. 

Pray  believe  me  to  be  more         Croyez  je  vous  prte  qtie  je 

than  any  one  in  the  world,  my  suis plus  que personne  du  monae^ 

Lord,  your  £xcellencv*s  most  Monsieur^  de  voire  Excellence 

humble  and  most  obedient  ser-  ires  humble  8(  tres  obeissant  ser* 

vant.  viteur,  F.  d*Isola. 

From  Mr.  Bkuthwayt. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  10,  N.  S.  1671. 

I  RECEIVED  yesterday  morning  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  Feb.  lOth,  and  at  the  same  instant  went 
to  Monsieur  de  Witt,  and  imparted  to  him  your 
Lordship's  commands :  to  which  he  answered. 
That  he  knew  of  no  other  paper  that  Monsieur 
Van  Beuninghen  had  brought  over  with  him,  than 
one  sheet  wherein  the  case  was  stated  in  Latin  by 
the  interested  persons.  Besides  he  had  hoped 
some  agreement  might  have  been  made  in  Eng- 
land with  the  Spanish  Ministers :  but  since  it  is 
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iiot  so,  he  promised  *  d^i/  tenir  la  main^  as  soon  as 
Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen  comes  from  Amster-. 
dam.  After  which  he  asked  me  when  we  ex- 
pected your  Excellency  ?  My  answer  was,  That  I 
could  not  yet  assure  him  of  any  certain,  time,  but 
that  I  thought  it  would  be  very  shortly.  He  re- 
plied, t  Qu'on  en  doutoit  bien  icy :  qu*il  savoit  que 
le  Parlement  estoit  fort  zele  pour  les  interets  com^ 
munSj  mats  que  la  Cour  rCy  estoit  pas  trop  disposee : 
que  neantmoins  ils  avoientjait  un  dernier  effort  par 
une  lettre  d  sa  Majeste^  ou  ils  offroient  de  Jaire  une 
alliance  aussi  etroite  qu^on  voudroit.  Que  pour 
r absence  ou  venue  de  votre  Ejccelknce^  il  les  pren- 
droit  pour  une  preuve  irffallible  de  la  bonne  ou  mau^ 
vaise  volontS  de  FAngleterre*  And  as  I  was  taking 
my  leave,  he  repeated  the  last  sentence ;  and 
added,  '^Faites  luy  mes  baisemainSy  8^  dites  luy  cela 
de  ma  part ;  which  I  promised  to  do. 

The  truth  is,  my  Lord,  this  country  has  of  late 
generally  conceived  so  ill  an  opinion  of  England's 
intientions,  that  they  do  quite  despair  of  any  suc- 
cour from  thence :  which  makes  them  the  readier 
to  put  themselves  in  posture ;  so  that  the  consent 
of  Zealand  being  come,  the  Committee-council  of 
Holland  are  swearing  the  new  officers,  and  giving 
out  commissions,  intending  the  latter  end  of  this 
week  to  deliver  the  money. 

The  States  of  Holland  are  expected  here  to-day, 
and  will  be  compleat  this  week,  notwithstanding  a 
general  fast  and  thanksgiving,  which  will  be  kept 

♦  To  give  a  hand  to  it, 

\  That  it  tvas  doubted  here  very  much  :  that  he  knew  the  Par- 
liament teas  very  zealous  for  the  common  interestSy  hut  that  the 
Court  toas  not  over  much  disposed  to  them :  thaty  h&voeverythey  ha^ 
made  one  last  effort  in  a  letter  to  his  Majesty y  tvherein  they  tiered 
to  make  as  strict  an  alliance  as  could  he  desired.  That  for  tht 
absence  or  return  of  your  Excellency  y  they  took  them  for  an  infal* 
Kble  proof  of  the  good  or  had  xoUl  of  England, 

%  Mak$hifnmy  complimentSy  and  tell  him  this  Jirom  me,. 


206  Letters  of  Sir  WilUam  Tempk, 

to-morrow  through  the  Seven  Provinces,  as  is  usu- 
ally done  every  year, 

Yoiir  Excellency  does  without  donbt  know,  that 
Captain  O^Bryan  and  Sir  Thomas  Sands  are  here ; 
as  well  as  that  my  Lord  Ossory  intends  in  few  days 
to  pass  throu^  Flandecs,  to  Nieuport,  or  Dun- 
kirk, whither  the  yachts  are  gone  to  meet  him«  I 
am,  my  Lord,  your  Excellen^s  most  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant, 

W.  Blmthwatt* 

From  Mr.  Blaitkwayt 

Mj  Lord,  Hague,  May  5,  N.  &  1671. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  14th  April,  I  went  to  Monsieur  de  Witt  to 
solicit  an  expedition  in  the  business  of  the  En^ish 
ship.  He  promised  me  rfy  tenir  la  mdn^  and  to 
further  it  as  much  as  possible  ;  but  withal  told  me, 
that  it  was  true,  qm  nous  axdtms  raison  au  fmd^ 
fMis  que  nous  prenions  f^gffbire  sur  un  tjumoais  pied. 
That  we  have  no  reason  in  the  world  to  lay  the 
blame  upon  the  Dutch,  and  to  demand  satisfaction 
for  the  injury  the  Spaniardb  hare  done  us.  That 
we  could  not  at  all  prove  any  breach  of  articles  in 
what  had  passed.  That  in  case  (to  use  his  exam- 
ple) a  man  borrowed  my  sword,  and  with  it  com- 
mits murder  or  robbery,  I  am  not  in  the  least  re- 
sponsible for  his  misdemeanors,  no  more  than  the 
uutch  for  what  the  Spaniards  have  done :  and  if 
this  be  true,  we  have  not  exhibited  any  one  argu- 
ment that  can  hold  good.  But  the  argument 
Monsieur  de  Witt  says  we  ought  wholly  to  infiist 
upon,  is,  that  Feroni  at  the  letting  out  his  ship 
;made  a  contract  with  the  Genoueses  (which  1 
have  long  since  transmitted  your  Lordship)  where- 
in it  is  positively  said  that  they  should  not  tlierein 
offend  or  molest  the  English  nation^    So  that  now 
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the  Gi^tloucBes  having  so  evidently  broken  this 
<iontrs€t»  and  withal  bringing  their  prize  into  the 
dominions  of  the  States ;  the  same  States  may  with 
a  great  deal  of  reason  oblige  them  to  make  good 
the  contract  they  have  made  with  one  of  their  sub-* 
jects.  And,  just  as,  in  case  the  man  that  has  com- 
mitted robbery  with  the  sword  I  had  lent  him, 
brings  into  my  hands  what  he  has  stolen,  I  am  in 
justice  to  render  every  thing  to  the  ownen  By 
the  same  reason  the  States  are  obliged  to  make 
restitution  of  the  ship  and  lading  to  the  owners^ 
as  taken  contrary  to  promise,  and  by  the  means 
of  a  ship  belonging  to  one  of  their  sid)jects%  For 
the  state  of  the  business  your  Excellency  sent  m^ 
I  easily  guessed  by  Monsieur  de  Witt's  discounse* 
that  he  had  already  seen  it ;  and  having  been  a& 
terwards  with  Monsieur  Schinunelpening  the  dii^ 
commissioner,  as  Monsieur  de  Witt  h^  advised 
me,  to  recommend  to  him  the  business,  and  to  in* 
sinuate  this  argument ;  I  found  he  had  the  same 
paper  already  In  his  hands  in  Latin. 

As  for  the  other  point,  whether  Monsieur  Be- 
veming  has  offered  a  defensive  or  offensive  league 
with  Spain ;  your  Lordship  will  please  to  remem- 
ber, that  in  the  intelligence  of  the  2d  of  April,  it 
is  said,  *  que  cet  Etat  avoit  totgoiirs  rejetti  tine  alti* 
ance  defensive  que  VEspagne  avoif  qfferty  &  qu^on 
avoit  opine  qu*on  lafaUoit  encore  rejetter.  fiut  the 
same  paper  says,  that  at  the  same  time  it  was  re- 
solvea,  that  order  should  be  given  to  Monsieur 
Beveming  to  propose  a  treaty  for  one  year  only. 
The  States  cannot  yet  have  an  answer  whether  this 
treaty  has  been  accepted  of  or  no.  However,  as 
soon  as  I  can  learn  any  thing  farther  in  this  point, 
I  will  not  fail  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  it* 

*  Thai  this  Stgie  has  always  rejected  a  defensive  alliance  of 
Jered  by  Spairif  and  that  it  iioas  thought  they  must  still  reject  il. 
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Monsieur  Pompone  went  last  Saturday  for  Dun- 
kirk, where  the  French  King  is  by  this  time.  I 
am,  my  Lord,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant,  W.  Blaithwayt* 

From  my  Lord  Arlington* 

Sir,  Goring-house,  June  28,  1671. 

I  HUMBLY  thank  you  for  your  cherries,  which  were 
so  good,  that  I  grieve  for  the  loss  of  those  that 
could  not  find  me  at  Windsor. 

i  Having  his  Majesty's  approbation  of  your  wri- 
ting to  the  States  to  take  your  leave  of  them ;  and 
he  refusing  to  see  your  letter ;  it  was  not  at  all 
necessary  you  should  shew  it  me :  yet  to  comply 
with  your  desire,  I  have  read  and  approved  it. 
You  are  best  judge,  having  lived  among  them, 
whether  the  form  be  good ;  to  the  matter  I  am 
sure  nothing  can  be  ol^ected ;  nor  to  my  profes- 
sion of  being  ever  your  most  faithful  and  humble 
sieryant,  Arlington, 
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And  then  given  to  one  of  his  Majestys  principal  Secretaries  of 
JState,  upon  the  ending  of  my  Embassy  at  the  Hague* 


The  decay  and  dissolution  of  dvil,  as  well  as 
natural  bocfies,  proceeding  usually  from  outward 
blows  and  accidents,  as  well  as  inward  distemjpers 
or  infirmities,  it  seems  equally  necessaiy  for  any 
government  to  know  and  reflect  upon  the  consti- 
tutions, forces,  and  conjunctures  among  their  neighs 
bouring  states,  as  well  as  the  factions,  humours^ 
and  interest  of  their  own  subjects  j  for  all  power  is 
but  comparative;  nor  can  any  kingdom  taKe  a  just 
measure  of  its  safety  by  its  own  riches  or  strength  at 
home,  without  casting  up  at  the  same  time»  what 
invasions  may  be  feared,  and  what  defences  ex-^ 
pected,  from  enemies  or  allies  abroad. 

It  is  certain,  that  so  advantageous  a  situation 
as  that  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  in  these  islands 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  makes  any  foreign 
consideration  less  important  to  us,  than  to  any 
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other  nation;  because  the  numbers  and  natives 
courage  of  our  men,  with  the  strength  of  our  ship- 
ping, have  so  many  ages  past  (and  still  for  ought 
we  yet  know)  made  us  a  match  for  the  greatest  of 
our  neighbours  at  land,  and  an  over-match  for  the 
strongest  of  them  at  sea ;  whereas  whoever  hurts 
us,  without  our  own  arms,  must  be  able  to  master 
us  in  both  these  elements:  Yet  in  regaitl  there  are 
the  nanles  of  several  conquests  remaining  still  up- 
on record  (though  all  of  them  the  mere  effects  of 
our  own  divisions  and  invitations)  when  trade  is 
grown  the  design  of  all  nations  in  Europe,  that 
are  possessed  of  any  miaritime  provinces,  as  being 
the  only  unexhausted  mine,  and  out  of  whose  trea- 
sures all  greatness  at  sea  naturally  arises ;  when, 
instead  of  a  King  of  France  surrounded  and  beard- 
jed  by  Dukes  of  Britany  and  Burgundy,  as  well  as 
our  own  possessions  in  Normandy  and  Guienne ; 
instead  of  a  Count  of  Flanders  and  Holland,  who 
served  for  no  more,  than  like  the  smaller  weights 
to  make  the  balance  sometimes  a  little  even  in  the 
greater  scales  of  the  English,  French,  and  German 
powers;  we  now  behold  in  France  the  greatest 
land  forces  that  perhaps  have  ever  been  ktiown 
under  the  command  of  any  Christian  Prince ;  and 
in  the  United  Provinces,  the  greatest  numbers  both 
of  ships  and  mariners  that  were  ever  yet  heard  of 
under  any  State  in  the  world;  and  which  have 
hitherto  Seen  only  awed  by  the  strength  of  our 
Mk,  the  art  of  our  ship-wrights,  and  chiefly  by  the 
invincible  hearts  of  our  seamen :   when  the  pro* 
spect  of  these  two  powers  brings  us  to  consider, 
that  any  firm  conjunction  of  them,  either  by  con- 
federacy, or  the  submission  of  Holland,  will  prove 
the  nearest  approach  that  was  ever  made  to  our 
ruin  and  servitude :  It  may  perhaps  import  us,  in 
this  calm  we  enjoy,  to  hearken  a  little  more,  than 
m.9  have  done  of  late,  to  the  storms  that  are  now 
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rising  abroad;  and  by  the  best  perspectives  we  can 
find,  to  discover  from  what  coast  they  break,  what 
course  they  are  like  to  hold,  how  much  we  can  lie 
in  their  danger,  and  whether  the  shelter,  expected 
from  us  by  our  neighbours,  will  be  only  a  strain  of 
generosity  and  humanity,  or  the  best  provision  we 
can  make  hereafter  for  our  own  safety. 

Those  countries,  in  whose  actions  or  interests 
ire  have  at  any  time .  concerned  ourselves,  have 
beeii  the  Empire,  France,  Spain,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, and  the  Low-Countries,  in  the  two  several 
bodies  usually  distinguished  by  the  names  of  Flan« 
ders  and  Holland.  For  with  Poland  we  have  never 
gone  further  than,  our  good  wishes  towards  their 
defence  against  the  Turks :  nor  with  Italy,  than 
our  offices  of  ceremony,  or  interest  of  traffic ;  un- 
less sometimes  some  short  negotiation  that  served 
the  present  turn,  to  stop  the  aqiiring  growth  of 
either  the  French  or  Spanish  greatness  in  those  asi 
well  as  nearer  parts. 

The  foreign  interests  of  the  Empire  are  the  de- 
fence of  the  eastern  parts  against  the  Turk,  and 
the  preservation  of  the  western  circles  against  the 
growth  of  France.  The  domestic  are  the  limited 
coiistitution  of  the  Imperial  power,  and  the  balance 
of  the  several  free  Princes  and  States  of  the  Em- 
mre  among  themselves.  The  two  last  have  raised 
no  dust  since  the  peace  of  Munster,  which  seems 
chieBy  occasioned  by  the  Swede's  coming  in  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Empire,  upon  the  share  then 
yielded  to  him  in  Pomerania  and  Bremen.  These 
live  him  an  immediate  entrance  into  the  heart  of 
rermany,  where  the  native  poverty  of  his  own 
country  makes  him  considered  as  still  upon  the. 
wing,  and  ready  to  stoop  at  the  first  quarry  he  can 
meet  with,  upon  any  divisions  in  the  Empire ;  tM^ 
as  there  seems  a  general  resolution  not  to  furni^b 
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him  with  such  occasions.  Their  defence  agaitist 
the  Turk  will  be  provided  and  pursued  by  com* 
mon  inclinations  and  forces,  unless  those  Princes 
of  the  western  circles  should  at  the  same  time  be 
busied  in  some  nearer  danger  from  France.  But 
if  the  Grand  Visier  be  so  great  a  man  as  he  is  re-* 
puted  in  politics  as  well  as  arms,  he  will  never 
consent,  by  an  invasion  of  Hungary,  to  make  way 
for  the  advance  of  the  French  progress  into  the 
Empire,  which  a  conquest  of  the  Low-Countries 
would  make  easy  and  obvious:  and  so  great  ac« 
cessions  (with  others  that  would  lie  fair  and  open 
in  the  Spanish  provinces  upon  the  Mediterranean) 
would  make  France  a  formidable  power  to  the 
Turk  himself,  and  greater  than  I  suppose  he  de- 
sires to  see  any  in  Christendom.  So  that  it  seems 
not  improbable,  that  the  present  peace  between 
the  Emperor  and  the  Turk  may  last  longer  than 
is  generally  calculated  by  the  fears  or  desires  of 
those  who  are  most  concerned  in  it. 
^  In  the  preservation  of  the  western  circles  (espe- 
cially that  of  Burgundy  and  the  Rhine)  against 
the  progress  of  the  French  greatness,  the  dispo- 
sitions, if  not  interests  of  the  several  members  of 
the  Empire,  seem  much  more  divided.  The  Em- 
peror himself  is  firm  in  resolving  it,  because  he  has 
nothing  to  fear  so  much  as  the  power  and  ambi- 
tion of  France,  in  regard  of  their  common  preten- 
sions to  Spain,  after  the  young  King's  death,  and 
a  jealousy  of  the  Empire  itself,  after  a  further  course 
of  success :  but  he  will  be  faint  in  any  execution 
of  such  a  counsel,  unless  spirited  by  the  unani- 
mous decrees  of  a  general  diet;  from  his  own  dis- 
positions, which  are  thought  rather  generous  and 
just,  than  ambitious  aiid  enteq)rising ;  from  the 
influence  of  the  Jesuits  in  that  Court,  who  ar,e  ob- 
served to  grow  generally  French,  as  they  were 
Spamsh  in  the  last  age ;  from  the  fear  of  the  Turks, 
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who  are  still  like  a  cloud  that  hangs  over  his  head; 
and  from  a  jealousy  of  Sweden's  joining  absolutely 
with  France,  which  might  share  a  great  part  of  the 
Empire  between  them. 

The  Elector  of  Saxony  would  fall  entirely  into  the 
interests  of  the  Emperor  in  this  point,  as  a  Prince 
that  is  a  true  German,  loves  the  liberty  of  the  Em- 
pire, foresees  that  if  it  should  fall  into  the  French 
hands  all  the  Princes  would  grow  little  companions 
to  what  they  are,  or  return  to  be  the  several  officers 
of  his  Court,  as  they  were  in  the  unlimited  great- 
ness of  some  ancient  Emperors.  Besides,  his  di- 
stance from  France,  though  it  does  not  instruct  him 
to  think  wiser  than  other  Princes,  yet  it  helps  him 
to  speak  boldlier  what  he  thinks  upon  these  Qon^ 
junctures. 

The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  and  Landgrave  of 
Hesse,  and,  at  least,  two  of  the  Dukes  of  Lunen- 
burgh,  are,  in  their  dispositions  and  judgments, 
upon  the  same  interests;  but  will  be  influenced  and 
awed  by  Sweden,  whose  ill  talent  will  be  still  sus<- 
pected  to  Brandenburgh,  upon  the  differences  in 
Prussiia,  and  to  Lunenburgh,  upon  the  late  disap- 
pointment at  Bremen. 

•  The  Electors  of  Mentz  and  Triers  have  the  same 
.inclinations;  but,  lying  at  the  mercy  of  France,  in 
so  near  and  so  imperious  a  neighbourhood,  they 
will  take  no  measures  wherein  they  may  not  see 
their  own  safety  provided  for,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Empire;  wherein  no  Prince  has  greater  reputation 
of  prudence  and  caution  than  the  Bishop  oi  Mentz. 
The  Elector  Palatine,  either  upon  remainders  of 
the  ancient  leagues  with  France,  or  quarrels  with 
the  House  of  Austria,  has  been  thought  inclined  to 
the  French ;  but  as  a  wise  Prince  will  be  found  ge- 
nerally in  the  true  interests  of  the  Empire,  as  far 
as  the  seat  of  his  country  will  give  him  leave,  which» 
JA  a  war,  will  be  so  much  exposedc 
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The  Elector  of  Bavaria  has  been  esteemed  wholly 
in  the  French  interests  since  the  treaty  of  Munster ; 
but,  by  what  ties  or  motives,  has  not  fidlen  under 
tny  observation,  in  regard  of  the  distance  of  his 
country,  and  small  commerce  out  of  the  limits  of 
the  Empire. 

The  Elector  of  Cologne  is  a  person  of  much  na- 
tural goodness  and  candor,  but  of  age  and  infirmir 
ties,  and  whom  devotion  and  chemistry  have  shared 
between  them,  and,  in  a  manner,  removed  from  the 
affairs  of  his  State ;  which  have  been  long  and  en- 
tirely devolved  upon  the  Bishop  of  Strasburgh,  a 
man  busy,  and  always  in  motion  or  intrigue :  but 
for  the  rest,  whether  upon  future  ambition,  or  pre- 
sent advantages,  esteemed  to  be  perfectly  in  the 
French  interests ;  so  as  whatever  use  can  be  made 
by  France  of  that  Elector's  name  or  country,  may 
be  reckoned  upon  as  wholly  at  the  devotion  of  that 
Crown. 

The  Duke  of  Nieuburgh  is,  in  his  person  and 
mien,  rather  like  an  Italian  than  a  German ;  and 
fthould  be  so  in  his  disposition,  by  playing  the  game 
of  an  Italian  Prince ;  in  declaring  no  partialities, 
provoking  no  enemies,  and  living  more  retired  than 
the  other  Princes  of  his  country:  having  never 
shewed  any  ambition  but  for  the  Crown  of  Poland, 
which  design  helped  to  inspire  him  with  great  com- 
pliance towards  all  his  neig:hbours,  and  other 
Frinces,  who  were  able  to  do  him  good  or  ill  offices 
in  that  point.  But  the  failing  of  it  was  thought 
to  have  something  disobliged  him  from  France 
(upon  whose  assistance  he  reckoned),  and  has  sunk 
him  in  a  debt  which  he  will  hardly  recover. 

The  Bishop  of  Munster  is  made  only  considerable 
by  his  situation,  which  lies  the  fittest  of  all  others 
to  invade  Holland ;  and  by  the  dispositions  of  this 
man,  which  are  unquiet,  and  ambitious  to  raise  a 
name  in  the  world :  an  old  implacable  hatred  to  the 
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I>utch>  ypcm  their  intelligence  ^th  his  chief  town 
of  Munster;  their  usurpation  (as  he  pretends)  of 
Borkloe>  and  some  other  small  places  in  his  coun* 
try ;  their  protection  of  the  Countess  of  Benthem ; 
mid  the  hopes  of  sharing  Overyssel  or  Friesland,  if 
ever  their  spoils  come  to  be  aivided,  ipake  him  a 
certain  friend  to  iR^hat  Prince  soever  is  enemy  to 
them,  and  will  furnish  him  with  men  or  money 
enough  to  appear  in  the  head  of  an  ai;my  against 
them. 

The  general  interest  that  the  several  Princes  of 
the  Empire  have  with  us,  is  grounded  wholly  upon 
the  esteem  of  his  Majesty's  power,  and  the  venera- 
tion of  his  name ;  which  is  so  great  amongst  them, 
that  most  of  them  are  resolved,  in  the  present  con- 
juncture of  affairs  in  Christendom,  to  understand 
perfectly  his  language,  before  they  speak  their  own* 

Th£  government  of  Sweden  is  esteemed  steady  and 
wise,  as  their  people  warlike  and  numerous.  The 
digestion  of  their  counsels  is  made  in  a  Senate,  con* 
sisting  of  forty  counsellors,  who  are  generally  the 
greatest  men  of  the  kingdom,  in  office,  estates,  or 
abilities ;  and  who  have,  most  of  them,  been  com- 
manders in  the  German  wars,  or  are  so  in  the  pre- 
sent militia ;  which  makes  their  counsels  generally 
warlike  and  ambitious,  though  something  tempered 
by  the  minority  of  their  King.  This  nas  turned 
them,  for  some  years  since  their  last  King's  death, 
rather  to  make  advantages  by  the  name  and  repu- 
tation of  their  alliances,  than  by  the  appearance  of 
thedr  arms.  But  if  their  King  grows  Vman,  and 
of  martial  thoughts,  as  may  be  presaged  from  so 
great  a  father,  we  may  see  great  actions  and  revo- 
lutions grow  again  out  of  this  northern  climate. 
For  the  names  of  Goth  and  Vandal,  and  their  fa- 
mous successes  .both  in  Poland  and  Germany  this 
last  age,  iniq>ire  them  with  great  thoughts}  and  the 
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bodies  andcoiiragesof  their  common  men,  as  wcil 
a»  the  prudence  and  conduct  of  their  great  officers, 
seem  to  have  framed  them  for  great  undertakings. 
Besides,  their  application  of  late  years  to  trade  has 
much  increased  tneir  shipping  and  seamen  (which 
they  found  to  be  their  weak  side  in  their  last  at- 
tempts). All  these  may,  in  time,  make  way  for 
their  great  design,  which  is,  the  dominion  of  the 
Baltic  sea  by  the  conquest  of  Denmark.  This  was, 
about  the  year  59,  wrested  out  of  their  hands  by 
the  Dutch  assistances,  and  can  hardly  escape  thein, 
if  ever  that  Commonwealth  should  be  broken.  And 
if  they  arrive  once  at  this  point,  there  will  grow  a 
power  in  that  rough  climate,  which,  both  at  land 
and  sea,  may  equsu.  most  others  that  are  now  in 
Christendom ;  by  being  masters  of  such  numbers  of 
strong  and  valiant  men,  as  well  as  of  all  the  naval 
stores  that  furnish  the  world. 

They  have  a  nearer  prospect  upon  the  city  of 
Bremen,  by  the  addition  whereof  to  the  bishopric 
already  in  their  possession,  they  design  to  lay  a 
great  foundation^  both  of  trade  and  strength,  in  the 
nearer  parts  of  Germany. 

Their  next  interest  seems  to  be  a  long  knocking 
war  in  the  Empire,  or  the  Low-Countries ;  which 
will  make  them  courted  by  all  till  they*  think  fit  to 
declare,  and  then  will  bring  them  to  a  share  in  the 
game :  and  those  often  go  away  with  the  greatest, 
vho  bring  in  the  least  when  the  stake  begins.  The 
neglects  of  France,  since  the  peace  of  Munster,  and 
the  late  courtship  of  Spain,  seem  to  have  left  them 
open  for  the  fairest  offer  from  either  of  those  Crowns; 
but  rather  inclined  to  Spain,  which  has  still  the 
surest  funds  of  treasure  (if  they  could  fall  into  good 
ipethod  or  direction),  and  to  whom  they  are  more 
necessary  than  to  France,  which  has  out^grown  al- 
most all  measures  with  their  neighbours.  They 
]^ave  a  pique  to  Holland,  something  in  show,  but 
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inore  at  heart,  at  lying  cross  to  their  three  designs; 
the  dominion  of  the  Baltic,  their  acquisition  of 
Bremen,  and  a  war  in  the  Upper  or  Lower  Ger- 
many. And  they  are  so  wise  a  State  as  to  be  found 
commonly  in  their  interest;  which,  for  these  rea- 
sons, is  either  an  absolute  breaking,  or  a  great  weak- 
ening, of  that  commonwealth.  Besides,  they  es- 
teemed themselves  at  least  neglected  by  them  in 
the  late  negotiation  of  the  triple  alliance,  wherein 
they  expected  constant  subsidies  in  the  time  of 
peace,  from  Spain  and  HoUsmd,  to  engage  them 
in  .the  defence  of  all  those  provinces  against  the 
threatening  power  of  France. 

An  old  friendship  to  our  nation,  and  alliance, 
proceeding  from  a  long  conjunction  of  interests, 
besides  the  necessity  of  keeping  well  with  one  of 
the  greatest  maritime  powers,  will  (as  may  be  con- 
jectured) persuade  them  to  follow  his  Majesty's 
measures  the  closest  and  furthest  of  any  state  in 
Europe.  This  gave  them  the  first  design  of  en- 
tering into  the  triple  alliance,  and  into  the  com- 
merce with  Spain  in  the  year  68,  and  their  reso- 
lution of  Keeping  pace  with  his  Majesty  in  both 
these  points,  as  well  as  the  consequences,  of  them, 
which  they  will  do,  unless  the  present  scene  should 
wholly  change,  and  open  new  counsels  and  in* 
terests  not  yet  thought  of  in  the  worlds 

THEkingdom  of  Denmark  seemsless  considerable 
than  their  neighbour  Crown,  from  a  fainter  spirit 
which  appears  of  late  in  their  people,  and  in  their 
government  itself,  as  well  as  a  great  inequality  of 
number  in  their  forces,  both  at  sea  and  land :  for 
the  last  change  of  their  government,  from  elective 
to  hereditary,  has  made  it  seem  hitherto  of  less 
force  and  unfitter  for  action  abroad.  As  all  great 
changes,  brought  about  by  force  or  address,  in  an 
old  constitution  of  government,   rooted  in  the 
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hearts  and  customs  of  the  people,  though  HkCf 
may  in  time  prove  an  increase  of  strenffth  and 
greatness  (when  fallen  into  method,  and  grown 
easy  by  use),  yet,  for  many  years,  they  must  needs 
weaken  it,  by  the  divisions  and  distractions  of 
mens  minds,  and  discontents  of  their  humours,  and 
so  turn  the  counsels  upon  designs  within,  desist* 
ing  from  atiy  without ;  and  advantages  upon  ene« 
mies  must  give  way  to  those  upon  subjects^  So  as 
the  breaking  down  an  old  frame  of  government, 
and  erecting  a  new,  seems  like  the  cutting  down 
an  old  oak  (because  the  fruit  decays  and  the 
branches  grow  thin)  and  planting  a  young  one  in 
the  room.  It  is  true  the  son  or  grandson  (if  it 
prospers)  may  enjoy  the  shade  and  the  maste  \  but 
the  planter,  besides  the  pleasure  of  imagination, 
has  no  other  benefit  to  recompense  the  pains  of 
setting  and  digging,,  the  care  of  watering  and 
pruning,,  the  fears  of  every  storms  and  every 
drought ;  and  it  is  well  if  he  escapes  a  blow  from 
the  fall  of  the  old  tree,  or  its  boughs,  as  they  are 
lopped  ofil 

The  change  in  Denmark  was  the  safer,  by  having 
to  deal  with  a  soft  easy  people,  and  with  nobler 
grown  to  have  small  power  or  interest  amongst 
them,  and  of  whom  many  were  gained  by  the 
Crown.  Besides,  that  nothing  seemed  to  concern 
property  in  the  change  of  successive  for  elective. 
Aiid  the  example  of  all  Christian  Crowns  (besides 
that  of  Poland)  made  way  for  it :  and  yet  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  Denmark  has  continued  ever  since  weak 
and  unspirited,  bent  only  upon  safety,  and  enjoy- 
ing the  revenues  of  the  Sound  (which  are  the  chief 
belonging  to  that  Crown).  So  as  their  great  in- 
terest is  their  defence  against  Sweden;  and  for 
the  rest,  a  general  peace,  by  which  traffic  increas- 
ing they  may  come  in  for  a  share,  and  see  their 
customs  grow  in  the  Sound  and  Norway.    They 
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reckoned  chiefly  upon  their  support  from  Holland, 
till  seeing  them  fall  into  closer  measures, with  us 
and  Sweden  upon  the  triple  alliance,  they  havi^ 
tacked  some  points  nearer  France ;  and  the  rather, 
because  of  the  unkindness  grown  in  the  last  Dutch 
war  between  us  and  them :  yet  they  have  it  at 
heart  that  ^Holland  has  ever  used  them  insolently, 
if  not  scornfully,  in  the  whole  course  of  their 
treaties  and  alliances,  as  well  as  the  differences 
between  them  about  the  payments  of  the  Sound  j 
and  will  be  ever  ready  and  resolute  in  the  defence 
of  Hamborough,  whenever  the  Danes  shall  have 
strength  and  heart  enough  to  attack  it,  which 
seems  the  chief  ambition  they  have  left  them 
abroad. 

The  Crown  of  Spain  was*  in  all  Philip  the  Second's 
time,  looked  upon  as  both  the  terror  and  defence 
of  Christendom ;  rfo  monarchy  having  ever  grasp* 
ed  at  so  great  an  empire  there,  and  at  the  same  time 
pursued  an  open  war  against  so  great  a  power  as 
the  Turks.  This  greatness  was  grown  up  by  the 
union  of  the  house  of  Castile  and  Arragon,  of  that 
of  Burgundy  and  the  Netherlands,  with  that  of 
Naples  and  Sicily;  by  the  accession  or  conquest 
of  rortugal;  by  that  of  the  Indies,  when  their  mines 
bled  fresh,  as  they  did  many  years  after  their  first 
opening ;  by  the  number  of  brave  troops  and  lead- 
ers  which  were  raised  and  made  by  the  various 
and  continual  wars  of  Charles  V.  but  chiefly  by  the 
uninterrupted  succession  of  three  great  Princes, 
Ferdinand,  Charles,  and  Philip ;  which  can  never 
fail  of  raising  a  small  kingdom  to  a  great,  no  more 
than  the  contrary,  of  bringing  down  a  great  one 
to  a  small.  But  whoever  measures  the  Crown  of 
Spain  now  by  the  scale  of  that  age,  may  fancy  a 
man  of  fourscore  by  a  picture  drawn  of  him  at 
thirty :  it  is  like  a  great  old  tree  which  has  lost  its 
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branches  and  leaves,  et  trunco  non  Jrondihus  effkit 
umhram.  Though  no  man  knows  whether,  out  of 
this  old  root,  a  sucker  may  not  spring,  that,  with 
a  little  shelter  at  first,  and  good  seasons,  may  in 
time  prove  a  mighty  tree ;  for  there  seems  still  to 
remain  strength  and  sap  in  the  root  to  furnish  a 
fair  growth,  though  not  in  proportion  to  the  first 
These  decays  have  been  occasioned  by  so  long  a 
war  with  Holland  (supported  by  all  the  neighbours 
who  envied  or*  feared  the  greatness  of  Spam) ;  by 
the  exhausting,  in  a  great  degree,  of  their  Indian 
mines ;  by  that  of  their  natives,  to  furnish  the  In- 
dian conquests,  and  secure  all  their  provinces  both 
in  Italy  and  Flanders ;  but  most  of  all  by  two  suc- 
cessions (which  we  may  at  least  call)  of  unactive 
Princes,  and  the  want  of  any  great  Ministry  to  re- 
pair either  them  or  the  minority  of  this  King  in 
which  they  ended.  Unless  this  Crown  outgrow  its 
present  weakness  by  some  great  spirit  rising  up  at 
the  head  of  the  monarchy,  who  shall  digest  their 
counsels,  reform  the  vast  and  impertinent  profu- 
sions of  their  treasures,  by  suppressing  all  unne*' 
cessary  pensions  and  expences,  and  restore  the 
vigour  of  their  nation  by  martial  designs  and  ex- 
amples, we  may  reckon  the  interest  of  Spain  to  lie 
wholly  in  the  preservation  and  defence  of  Flanders 
from  France,  of  Sicily  from  the  Turks,  and  of  their 
Indies  from  us.  That  of  Sicily  seems  more  re- 
mote, because  both  Hungary  and  Poland  is  a  nearer 
game  for  the  Turk,  and  will  not  so  generally  alarm 
or  unite  the  Christian  Princes  as  the  invasion  of 
Sicily,  wherein  France,  as  well  as  Italy,  is  so  near 
concerned.  The  jealousy  of  their  Indies  has  been 
much  nearer  them  since  our  possession  of  Jamaica ; 
and  akes  at  heart  upon  every  fit  which  the  despe- 
rate sallies  of  our  privateers  there  bring  upon  them. 
But  they  hope  to  make  fair  weather  in  those  seas, 
by  opening  to  us  some  advantages  of  trade  there^ 
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and  by  a  conjunction  of  interests  in  Europe,  which 
they  think  the  greatness  of  France  makes  as  neces- 
sary to  us  as  to  them. 

Their  quarrel  to  France,  by, a  course  of  almost 
continual  wars  ever  since  Charles  the  Vth's  time, 
by  the  late  pretensions  to  Flanders  set  on  foot  by 
France  since  the  death  of  their  last  King,  and  pur- 
sued by  the  late  invasion  (which  the  Spaniards 
pretend  to  have  been  against  all  faith  as  well  as 
right),  seems  to  be  grown  wholly  incurable,  though 
dissembled  by  the  sense  of  their  own  weakness, 
which  makes  them  rather  willing  to  deceive  them- 
selves with  a  peace  that  they  know  must  fail  them, 
than  break  out  into  a  war  they  fear  must  ruin 
them,  without  the  assistance  of  their  neighbours. 
And  this  they  hope  some  breach  of  the  peace  at 
Aix  on  the  French  side,  or  other  accidents,  may 
one  time  or  other  engage  for  them.    And  though, 
as  they  stand  sins^le,  their  present  interest  is  but 
bare  defence,  and  wearing  out  their  King;s  mino- 
rity  without  further  losses ;  jet  a  greater  interest, 
and  far  more  at  heart,  is  a  war  with  France,  in 
conjunction  with  the  triple  alliance,  or  at  least 
with  us  and  Holland.    For  though  the  peace  holds 
yet,  while  France  continues  so  great  forces  and 
designs  on  foot,  the  preservation  of  Flanders  will 
cost  Spain  200  m.  pounds  a-year,  besides  the  re- 
venues of  the  country.     And  what  is  left  them  in 
those  provinces  remains  so  locked  and  interwoven 
with  the  last  French  conquests,  that  upon  the  first 
breach  of  a  war  it  is  all  endaugered ;  and  indeed 
cannot  be  any  ways  secured  but  by  a  strong  diver- 
sion, which  may  employ  the  greatest  part  of  the 
French  forces  in  some  other  places.     These  re- 
gards, and  that  of  being  hardly  used  (as  they  con- 
ceive) by  us  and  Holland  in  the  Peace  of  Aix, 
iKvhich  forced  them  to  quit  so  much  of  their  coun- 
try to  France,  and  of  their  money  to  Sweden,  have 
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raised  up  a  party  in  their  Council  thM  would  make 
and  secure  the  best  peace  they  can  with  France, 
by  a  cession  of  Flanders  to  that  Crown,  in  exchange 
for  other  provinces  towards  Spain,  and  of  some 
other  pretensions.  But  this  will  not  be  carried  in 
a  minority  of  their  King  j  at  least  without  greater 
fears  of  a  sudden  invasion  from  France,  and  greater 
despairs  of  help  from  us.  Because,  whenever  they 
quit  Flanders,  they  must  be  content  to  shut  them- 
selves up  within  their  mountains,  and  signify  no- 
thing more  in  the  afl^irs  of  Europe.  Nor  could 
they  perhaps  long  be  safe  either  in  Spain  or  Italy, 
if  they  were  there  to  sustain  all  the  forces  of 
France,  without  the  great  diversion  they  have  al- 
ways made  by  Flanders ;  out  of  which,  whenever 
they  are  masters  of  the  field,  they  march  in  four  or 
five  days  up  into  the  very  isle  of  France. 

To  compass  these  two  interests,  either  of  de- 
fence or  a  war  in  confederacy,  they  would  fain  en- 
gage Sweden ;  but  will  endanger  this  aim,  by  the 
fear  of  venturing  their  money  before  the  game  be- 
gins. They  reckon  themselves  sure  of  Holland  m 
far  as  their  defence,  but  know  they  will  never  be 
brought  to  begin  a  war  with  France.  And  the  old 
rancours  between  Spaniard  and  Dutch  are  not  yet 
enough  worn  out  of  the  dispositions  of  the  people 
or  the  governments,  to  make  room  for  such  an  ab- 
solute turn.  Their  great  hope  is  in  England,  where 
their  inclination  carries  them  as  well  as  their  in- 
terest. Besides,  they  think  our  old  as  well  as  fresh 
quarrels  with  France,  and  the  jealousy  of  their  pre- 
sent growth,  will  temper  us  for  their  turn  at  one 
time  or  other ;  so  that  their  measures  will  ever  be 
fair  with  us,  but  no  more  towards  preserving  their 
peace,  because  they  think  our  interest  as  well  a9 
our  treaties  will  be  enough  to  engage  us  so  far, 
without  other  motives;  though  to  head  a  war 
against  France,  wherein  both  Sweden  and  Holland 
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would  (as  thejr  think)  fbllbw  our  paces,  there  is  no 
advantage  which  the  Crown  of  Spain  could  make 
us  in  trade,  not  money  they  could  spare  from  their 
own  necessities  (in  the  share  of  the  quarrel),  which 
they  would  not  willingly  furnish  us,  and  trust  to 
the  events  of  a  war  how  uncertain  soeven 

The  State  of  Holland,  in  point  both  of  riches  and 
strength,  is  the  most  prodigious  growth  that  has 
been  seen  in  the  world,  if  we  reckon  it  from  their 
peace  with  Spain ;  before  which  time,  though  their 
forces  were  great  both  at  land  and  sea,  yet  they 
were  kept  down  by  too  violent  exercise ;  and  that 
government  could  not  be  said  to  stand  upon  its 
own  legs,  leaning  always  on  their  neighbours,  who 
Were  vmling  to  support  them  against  Spain,  and 
fearing  nothing  from  a  State  so  narrow  in  compass 
of  land,  and  so  weak  in  native  subjects,  that  the 
strength  of  their  armies  has  ever  been  made  up  of 
foreign  troops.     But  since  that  time,  what  with 
the  benefit  of  their  situation,  and  orders  of  their 
government,  the  conduct  of  their  Ministers  (driv^ 
ing  on  steady  and  public  interest),  the  art,  indus- 
try, and  parsimony  of  their  people,  all  conspiring 
to  derive  almost  the  trade  of  the  whole  world  into 
their  circle  fwhile  their  neighbours  were  taken  up 
either  in  civd  or  foreign  wars),  they  have  grown  so 
considerable  in  the  world,  that  for  many  years 
they  have  treated  upon  an  equal  foot  with  all  the 
great  Princes  of  Europe,  and  concluded  no  nego- 
tiation without  advantage :  and,  in  the  last  war 
with  us  and  Munster,  were  able  at  the  same  time 
to  bring  above  an  hundred  men  of  war  to  sea,  and 
maintain  threescore  and  ten  thousand  men  at  land. 
Besides,  the  establishment  or  conquests  of  their 
companies  in  the  East-Indies  have  in  a  manner 
erected   another    subordinate  commonwealth  in 
those ,  parts ;  where ^  upon  occasion,   they  have 
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urmed  five  and  forty  men  of  war,  and  thirty  thoTi<» 
sand  landmen,  by  the  modestest  computations*. 
Yet  the  frame  of  this  State  (as  of  most  great  ma* 
chines  made  for  rest  and  not  for  motion)  is  absO'- 
lately  incapable  of  making  any  considerable  en* 
largements  or  conquests  upon  their  neighbours  j 
which  is  evident  to  all  that  know  their  constitu- 
tionsy  but  needs  no  other  argument  besides  their 
want  of  native  subjects  to  manage  any  such  at* 
tempts ;  what  men  they  can  spare  being  drawn 
so  wholly  into  their  trade  and  their  East-Indies^ 
that  they  cannot  so  much  as  furnish  a  colony  for 
Surinam,  proportioned  to  the  safety  and  plantation 
of  that  place :  and  no  nation  ever  made  and  held 
a  conquest  by  mercenary  arms ;  so  that  the  wounds 
and  fears  they  can  give  their  neighbours  consist  ia 
point  of  trade ;  in  injuries  or  insolences  at  sea ;  in 
falling  with  great  weight  into  a  balance  with  other 
Princes ;  in  protecting  their  rebels  or  fugitives ; 
and  in  an  arrogant  way  of  treating  with  other 
Princes  and  States,  a  quality  natural  to  men  bred 
in  popular  governments,  and  derived  of  late  years 
from  the  great  successes  of  theirs  under  the  pre- 
sent Ministry. 

It  may  be  laid  (I  believe)  for  a  maxim,  that  no 
wise  State  will  ever  begin  a  war,  unless  it  be  upon 
designs  of  conquests,  or  necessity  of  defence  ;  for 
all  other  wars  serve  only  to  exhaust  forces  and 
treasure,  and  end  in  untoward  peaces,  patched  up 
out  of  weakness  or  weariness  of  the  parties :  there- 
fore the  Hollanders,  unless  invaded  either  at  home 
or  in  Flanders  (which  they  esteem  now  the  same 
case,  if  it  comes  from  France),  can  have  no  in- 
terest to  offer  at  a  war,  but  find  their  greatest  in 
continuing  their  coijrse  of  traffic  uninterrupted, 
and  enjoying  the  advantages  which,  in  that  pointy 
their  industry  and  address  will  gain  them  from  all 
their  neighbours.     And  for  these  ends  they  will 
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endeavour  to  preserve  the  peace  now  in  being, 
and  bandy  by  leagues  and  negotiations  against 
any  from  whom  they  shall  fear  a  breach  of  it. 

They  will  ever  seek  to  preserve  themselves  by 
an  alliance  with  England  against  France,  and  by 
that  of  France  against  England,  as  they  did  for- 
merly by  both  against  Spam.  And  they  will  fall 
into  all  conjunctures  which  may  serve  to  balance 
in  some  measure  the  two  lesser  Crowns  of  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  as  well  as  the  greater  of  France 
and  Spain.  But,  because  they  believe  that  good 
arms  are  as  necessary  to  keep  peace  as  to  make 
war,  they  will  always  be  great  in :  their  prepara- 
tions of  that  kind,  especially  at  sea ;  by  which  they 
may,  in  all  cases,  advance  or  secure  their  trade, 
and,  upon  a  war  with  France,  make  up  that  way 
the  weakness  of  their  land-forces,  which  a  long 
rust  of  peace,  And  a  swarm  of  officers,  preferred 
by  the  magistrates  in  favour  of  their  relations,  has 
brought  to  be  very  disproportioned  in  force  to 
what  they  are  in  number.  They  esteem  them* 
selves  secure  from  Spain  and  their  German  neigh- 
bours (upon  what  has  been  said  of  the  present 
condition  of  those  Princes),  and  from  us,  not  so 
much  upon  our  late  treaties  with  them,  as  upon 
what  they  tak«  to  be  the  common  interest,  which 
they  think  a  nation  can  never  run  over,  and  be- 
lieve is  the  opposing  any  further  progress  of  the 
French  greatness.  Their  only  danger,  they  ap- 
prehend, is  from  France,  and  that  not  immediately 
to  themselves,  but  to  Flanders,  where  any  flame 
would  soon  scoroh  them,  and  consume  them,  if 
not  quenched  in  time.  But  in  regard  of  the  weak- 
ness of  Spain,  the  slow  motions  oithe  Empire,  the 
diflerent  paces  among  the  Princes  of  it,  and  the 
distance  of  Sweden;  thev  esteem  the  peace  of 
Christendom  to  depend  wholly  upon  his  Majesty, 
as  well  as  the  safety  of  Flanders,  in  case  of  a  war. 

VOL.  II.  ^ 
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For  they  think  ]&aiice  will  be  dared,  and  never 
take  wing,  while  they  see  such  a  naval  power  as 
ours  and  the  Dutch  hovering  about  all  their 
ooasta ;  and  so  many  other  Princes  ready  to  fall  in, 
whenever  his  Majesty  declares,  united  by  the  same 
jealousies  or  dangers*  And,  if  they  should  open  a 
war,  thev  foresee  the  consumption  which  France 
must  fall  into  by  the  stop  of  their  wine,  salts,  and 
other  commodities  (now  in  a  manner  wholly  taken 
off  by  our  two  nations),  and  the  head  that  may  be 
made  against  their  forces  in  the  field  itself,  by  a 
body  of  English  infanUy  (so  much  renowned 
abroad).  So  as  though  their  first  interest  be  to 
continue  the  peace,  while  it  may  be  done  with  any 
safety ;  yet,  when  that  fails,  their  next  is  to  open 
a  war  in  favour  of  Spain,  and  conjunction  with  us : 
and  the  greatest  they  have  in  the  world,  is  to  pre- 
serve and  increase  their  alliance  with  us ;  which 
will  make  them  follow  our  measures  absolutely  in 
all  the  present  conjunctures. 

The  Crown  of  France,  considered  in  the  extent 
of  country,  in  the  number  of  people,  in  the  riches 
of  commodities,  in  the  revenues  of  the  King,  the 
greatness  of  the  land*forces  now  on  foot,  and  the 
growth  of  those  at  sea  (within  these  two  years  past), 
the  number  and  bravery  of  their  officers,  the  con« 
duct  of  their  Ministers,  and  chiefly  in  the  genius 
of  their  present  King ;  a  Prince  of  great  aspiring 
thoughts,  unwearied  application  to  whatever  is  in 
pursuit,  severe  in  the  institution  and  preservation 
of  order  and  discipline ;  in  the  main  a  manager  of 
im  treasure,  and  yet  bountiful  from  his  own  mo- 
tions where-ever  he  intends  the  marks  of  favour, 
and  discerns  particular  irierit ;  to  this,  in  the  flower 
of  his  age^  at  the  head  of  all  his  armies,  and  hither- 
to unfoded  in  any  of  his  attempts  either  at  hone 
ar  abroad:  I  say,  considered  in  all  these  circum- 
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Stances,  France  may  appear  to  be  designed  for 
greater  atchievements  and  empires,  than  have  been 
seen  in  Christendom  since  th^at  of  Charlemaign. 

The  present  greatness  of  this  Crown  may  be 
chiefly  derived  from  the  fortwe  it  has  had  of  two 
great  Ministers  (Richelieiu  and  Mazarine)  succeed- 
ing one  another,  between  two  great  Kings,  He»ry 
IV.  and  this  present  Prince  j  so  as  during  th« 
course  of  one  Unactive  life,  and  of  a  long  minority, 
that  Crown  gained  a  great  deal  of  ground  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  instead  of  losing  it,  which  is 
the  common  fate  of  kingdoms  upon  those  occa- 
sions. 

The  latter  greatness  of  this  Crown  began  in  the 
time  of  Lewis  XL  by  the  ^oils  of  th^  bouse  of 
Burgundy,  and  the  divisions  of  the  Princes,  which 
gave  that  King  the  heart  of  attempting  to  bring 
the  government  (as  he  called  it)  Aor5  de  page;  bcr 
ing  before  controuled  by  their  Princes,  and  re- 
strained by  their  states ;  and,  in  point  of  revenue, 
kept  within  the  bounds  of  the  King's  demesnes, 
and  the  subjects  voluntary  contributions. 

It  is  not  here  necessary  to  observe,  by  what  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  to  the  Crown,  this  design  of 
Lewis  was  pursued  by  many  succeeding  Kings,  like 
a  great  stone  forced  up  a  hill,  and,  upon  every 
slacking  of  either  strength  or  care,  rolling  a  great 
way  back,  often  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  hill,  and 
sometimes  with  the  destruction  of  those  that  forced 
it  on,  till  the  time  of  Cardinal  Richelieu.  It  was 
in  this  great  Minister  most  to  be  admired,  that 
finding  the  Regency  shaken  by  the  factions  of  so 
many  great  ones  within,  and  awed  by  the  terror 
of  the  Spanish  greatness  without,  he  durst  resolve 
to  look  them  both  in  the  face,  and  begin  a  war,  by 
the  course  of  which  for  so  many  years  (being  pur- 
sued by  Mazarine  till  the  year  60),  the  Crown  of 
France  grew  to  be  powerfully  armed;   the  pea- 
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sants  were  accustomed  to  payments  (which  could 
have  seemed  necessary  only  by  a  war,  and  which 
none  but  a  successful  one  could  have  helped  to 
digest),  and  grew  heartless  as  they  grew  poor.  The 
Princes  were  sometimes  satisfied  with  commands  of 
•the  army,  sometimes  mortified  and  suppressed  by 
the  absoluteness  or  addresses  of  the  Ministry :  the 
most  boiling  blood  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  was 
Jet  out  in  so  long  a  war,  or  wasted  with  age  and 
exercise:  at  last  it  ended  at  the  Pyrenees  in  a 
peace,  and  a  match  so  advantageous  to  France,  as 
the  reputation  of  them  contributed  much  to  the 
authority  of  the  young  King,  who  was  bred  up  in 
the  counsels,  and  served  by  the  tried  instruments 
of  the  former  Ministry;  but  most  of  all  advantaged 
^  by  his  own  personal  qualities,  fit  to  make  him  obey- 
ed, grew  absolute  master  of  the  factions  of  the 
great  men,  as  well  as  the  purses  of  his  people.  In 
the  beginning  of  his  minority,  the  two  disputes 
with  the  Pope  about  the  outrage  of  the  Corsi,  and 
with  the  King  of  Spain,  about  the  encounter  at 
London,  between  tne  Count  d'Estrades  and  the 
Baron  de  Banteville  (Ambassadors  from  those 
Crowns)  both  carried  so  high,  and  both  ended  so 
honourably,  and  to  the  very  will  of  France,  were 
enough  to  give  a  young  Prince  the  humour  and 
appetite  of  trying  yet  further  what  there  was  could 
oppose  him.  The  invasion  and  easy  success  in 
Flanders  fed  his  glory,  and  increased  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  power,  till  this  career  was  interrupted 
by  the  peace  at  first,  then  the  alliances  between 
us  and  Holland,  and  aflerwards  the  peace  at  Aix, 
and  the  triple  alliance  contracted  purposely  to 
secure  it ;  since  which  time  the  counsels  of  that 
Court  have  turned  wholly  from  action  to  nego- 
tiation ;  of  which  no  man  can  yet  see  the  success, 
nor  judge  whether  it  may  not  be  more  prosperous 
to  them,  than  that  of  their  arms. 
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If  there  were  any  certain  height  where  the  flights 
of  power  and  ambition  use  to  end,  one  might  ima- 
gine, that  the  interest  of  France  were  but  to  con- 
serve its  present  greatness,  so  feared  by  its  neigh- 
hours,  and  so  glorious  in  the  world :  but  besides 
that  the  motions  and  desires  of  human  minds  are 
endless,  it  may  perhaps  be  necessary  for  France 
(from  respects  within)  to  have  some  war  or  other 
in  pursuit  abroad,  which  may  amuse  the  nation, 
ancl  keep  them  from  reflecting  upon  their  condi- 
tion  at  home,  hard  and  uneasy  to  all  but  such  as 
are  in  charge,  or  in  pay  from  the  Court.  I  do  not 
say  miserable  (the  term  usually  given  it),  because 
no  condition  is  so,  but  to  him  that  esteems  it  so ; 
and  if  a  paisan  of  France  thinks  of  no  more  than 
his  coarse  bread  and  his  onions,  his  canvas  cloaths 
and  wooden  shoes ;  labours  contentedly  on  work- 
ing-days, and  dances  or  plays  merrily  on  holy-days ; 
he  may,  for  ought  I  know,  live  as  well  as  a  boor  of 
Holland,  who  is  either  weary  of  his  very  ease,  or 
whose  ciires  of  growing  still  richer  and  richer  waste 
his  life  in  toils  at  land,  or  dangers  at  sed ;  and  per- 
haps fool  him  so  far,  as  to  make  him  enjoy  less  of 
all  kind  in  his  riches,  than  the  other  in  his  po- 
verty. 

But  to  leave  strains  of  philosophy,  which  are  ill 
mingled  with  discourses  of  interest :  the  common 
people  of  France  are  as  little  considerable  in  the 
government,  as  the  children ;  so  that  the  nobles 
and  the  soldiers  may  in  a  manner  be  esteemed  the 
nation ;  whose  interest  and  hopes  carry  them  all 
to  war :  and  whatever  is  the  general  humour  and 
bent  of  a  nation  ought  ever  to  be  much  considered 
by  a  State,  which  can  hardly  miscarry  in  the  pur- 
suit of  it.  Besides,  the  personal  dispositions  of  the 
King,  active  and  aspiring,  and  many  circumstances 
in  the  government  (fitter  for  persons  of  that  Court 
than  strapgers  to  pretend  the  knowledge  of);  tha 
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continual  increase  of  their  forces  in  time  of  peace, 
and  their  fresh  invasion  of  Lorrain,  are  enough  to 
persuade  most  men,  that  the  design  of  this  Crown 
is  a  war,  whenever  they  can  open  it  with  a  prospect 
of  succeeding  to  purpose ;  for  their  counsels  are 
too  wise  to  venture  much  upon  the  hopes  of  little 
gains.    What  the  aims  of  France  are  in  this  kind, 
I  will  not  pretend  to  judge  by  common  fears,  or 
the  schemes  of  men  too  ingeniously  politic  j  nor 
perhaps  can  any  one  tell  any  more  than  a  m^n 
that  leaps  into  the  water  in  strength  and  vigour, 
and  with  pleasure,  can  say  how  far  he  will  swim ; 
which  will  be,  till  he  is  stopped  by  currents  chr  ac- 
cidents, or  grows  weary,  or  has  a  mind  to  do  some- 
thing else.     One  may  judge,  that,  if  France  will 
begin  a  war,  it  would  be  naturally  upon  Flanders, 
unless  discouraged  by  the  same  alliances  which 
prevailed  with  them  to  end  the  last;  so  as  the 
plain  present  interest  of  France  is  one  way  or  other 
to  break  the  confidence  or  the  force  of  that  triple 
alliance,  which  alone  seems  to  bound  their  pro- 
spect, which  way  soever  they  look :  and,  if  once 
laid  open,  they  have  the  world  and  their  fortunes 
before  them ;  which  is  enough  for  a  Crown  that 
has  so  much  force,  and  so  much  conduct  to  ma- 
nage them.     Having  little  hopes  of  breaking  this 
on  the  Dutch  side,  and  knowing  the  Sweoe  will 
follow  our  measures  in  it,  we  may  be  sure  of  all 
address,  and  all  the  courtship  that  can  any  way  be 
infused :  and  in  short,  aU  sorts  of  endeavours  and 
applications  that  can  be  used,  to  break  in  on  ours. 
Which  seems  to  be  the  present  game  of  that  Crown, 
and  that  they  will  begin  no  other  till  they  see  an 
end  of  this. 

Flanders  cannot  be  considered  distinct  from 
Spain  in*  the  government,  but  may  in  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  people,  which  must  eyei  have  a  great  in- 


fluence  upon  it.  They  are  the  be^t  subjects  in  the 
world,  but  may  have  some  reason  to  be  weary  of 
being  the  theatre  of  almost  perpetual  wars ;  and 
where  those  two  mighty  Crowns  have  fought  so 
many  battles,  and  seem  to  have  stiU  so  many  more 
to  fight,  if  the  neighbour  assistances  fall  in  to  ba<^ 
lance  their  powers,  now  so  unequally  matched. 
Therefore  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  those 
Spanish  provinces  seems  to  be,  either  that  the  pre- 
sent peace  should  be  kept  inviolate  by  the  strength 
and  reputation  of  the  present  alliances ;  or  else^ 
that  a  war,  when  it  opens,  should  have  a  sudden 
issue,  which  might  be  expected,  either  from  the 
French  conquest,  or  a  proposition  of  exchange^ 
They  are  naturally  averse  from  the  French  govern- 
ment, as  they  are  inclined  to  the  Spanish;  but 
have  so  little  kindness  for  the  Hollanders,  or  esr 
teem  of  their  land-forces,  that  they  hardly  either 
hope  or  care  to  be  saved  by  their  assistances.  So 
as  the  reputation  of  his  Majesty's  protection  and 
alliance  is  all  that  can  inspire  them  with  the  hopes 
of  a  lasting  peace,  or  the  courage  to  defend  themr 
selves  by  a  war. 

Ffioiif  the  surveyof  all  these  several  interests,  and 
forces,  and  dispositions  that  compose  the  present 
state  of  all  our  neighbours,  it  may  be  naturally  and 
unquestionably  concluded,  that  a  continuance  of 
the  present  measures,  the  opening  of  new  ones,  or 
an  absolute  revolution  of  all,  depends  wholly  upon 
those  his  Majesty  shall  take  or  pursue  in  this  great 
conjuncture^  wherein  he  seems  to  be  generally  air 
lowed  for  thip  sole  ari>iter  of  the  afiairs  of  Christ- 
endom* 

Our  interest  abroad  must  lie  in  one  of  these 
points*    Either  to  preserve  our  present  aUiancea^ 
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and  thereby  the  peace  of  Christendom  as  it  now 
stands : 

Or  to  encourage  France  to  an  invasion  of  Hol- 
land, with  assurance  of  our  neutrality : 

Or  else  to  join  with  France  upon  the  advantages 
they  can  offer  us,  for  the  ruin  of  the  Dutch. 

Upon  the  first  is  to  be  considered,  whether,  with 
a  longer  peace,  the  power  of  France  and  Holland, 
with  so  great  revenues,  and  such  application  as  is 
seen  in  their  governments,  will  not  increase  every 
year,  out  of  proportion  to  what  ours  will  do ;  the 
revenues  of  France  arising  originally  from  the  vent 
of  their  native  commodities,  and  those  of  Holland 
growing  wholly  out  of  trade,  and  that  out  of  peace. 

Upon  the  second,  whether  France  will  ever  re- 
solve upon  the  invasion  of  Holland,  or  Holland 
upon  its  own  resolute  defence,  without  our  share 
in  the  war ;  which  would  otherwise  leave  us  to  en- 
joy the  trade  of  the  world,  and  thereby  to  grow 
vastly  both  in  strength  and  treasures,  whilst  both 
these  powers  were  breaking  one  another.  Or 
whether  the  jealousy  of  such  a  design  in  us  would 
not  induce  France  and  Holland,  either  before  a 
war,  or  soon  after  it  begins,  to  close  upon  some 
measures  between  them  to  our  disadvantage,  as 
we  and  Holland  did  after  the  last  war,  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  France. 

Upon  the  last,  whether,  by  the  ruin  of  Holland, 
we  can  r^ap  as  great  advantages  as  France  (though 
perhaps  greater  were  necessary  to  make  some  equa- 
lity in  our  powers).  And,  to  gain  a  fair  prospect 
of  this,  it  must  be  considered,  whether  Holland 
upon  its  fall  would  grow  an  accession  to  the  French 
or  to  us  J  or  live  under  the  Prince  of  Orange  as  a 
sovereign  Prince,  with  our  support  or  protection. 
Whether  France  would  be  content  with  either  of 
these  last ;  or  to  see  us  grow  absolute  masters  of  the 
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sea,  by  the  fall  or  subjectipn  of  Holland,  any  more 
than  by  their  conjunction  and  alliance.  Whether 
we  could  be  able  to  defend  the  maritime  provinces, 
either  in  our  own  subjection,  or  in  that  of  the 
Prince,  whilst  France  remained  possessed  of  all 
the  outworks  of  that  State,  which  are  their  inland 
provinces,  their  towns  in  Brabant  and  upon  the 
Rhine :  whether  we  could,  on  the  other  side,  hin- 
der the  accession  of  Holland  to  France,  either  as 
subjects  in  a  maritime  province  (with  great  privi- 
leges and  immunities  for  continuance  and  encou- 
ragement of  trade)  or  as  an  inferior  and  dependent 
ally  under  their  protection.  Whether  in  either  ojf 
these  cases  our  government  would  have  credit 
enough  in  Holland  to  invite  their  shipping  and 
traders  to  come  over  and  settle  in  England,  and 
so  leave  those  provinces  destitute  of  both.  Whe- 
ther it  be  possible  to  preserve  Flanders  after  the 
loss  of  Holland ;  or,  upon  the  conquest  of  those 
countries  by  France,  for  us  to  preserve  our  peace 
or  good  intelligence  with  that  King ;  or  upon  a 
war  to  defend  ourselves,  either  by  our  own  forces, 
or  the  alliances  of  our  neighbours. 

But  though  these  arguments  may  deserve  the 
most  serious  deliberations  of  Ministers  at  home ; 
yet  I  know  they  lie  out  of  the  compass  of  my 
duty,  and  aire  improper  for  the  representations  of 
a  man,  the  course  of  whose  employments  and 
thoughts  for  so  long  a  time  has  lain  wholly  abroad. 
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TO 

THE  DUKE  OF  ORMOND, 

WRITTEN  IN  OCTOBER,  1673, 

UPON  HIS  grace's  desiring  MB  TO  GIVE  HIM  Ut  OPIKIOK^ 
WHAT  WAS  TO  BE  DONE  IN  THAT  CONJUNCTURE. 


There  never  was  any  conjuncture  wherein  it 
was  more  necessary  for  his  Majesty  to  fall  into  a 
course  of  wise  and  steady  counsels,  nor  ever  any 
wherein  it  was  more  difScult  to  advise  him.  To 
make  reflections  upon  what  is  past  is  the  part  of 
ingenious,  but  irresolute  men,  or  else  of  such  as 
intend  to  value  themselves  by  comparison  with 
others  whose  corruptions  or  follies  they  condemn. 
But,  in  all  matters  of  counsel,  the  good  and  pru- 
dent part  is  to  take  things  as  they  are  (since  the 
past  cannot  be  recalled),  to  propose  remedies  for 
the  present  evils,  and  provisions  against  future 
events. 

The  King  finds  himself  engaged  in  the  second 
year  of  a  war  with  the  Dutch ;  and  for  prosecution 
thereof  in  a  strict  alliance  with  France ;  and  now 
in  danger  of  being  entangled  in  the  quarrel  broken 
out  upon  this  occasion  between  France  and  the 
House  of  Austria.  In  this  state  of  affairs,  it  is  to 
be  considered  whether  we  can  pursue  our  war  with 
Holland,  and  yet  preserve  our  peace  with  Spain ; 
whether  we  are  able  to  maintain  the  war  with  both 
in  conjunction  with  France ;  and  if  not,  what  there 
is  left  for  his  Majesty  to  do,  with  the  best  regard 
to  his  honour  and  safety. 
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For  the  first,  we  shall  soon  be  out  of  doubt ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  it  is  very  unlikely  that,  upon  the 
late  conjunction  between  Holland  and  Spain,  the 
Dutch  should  have  obliged  themselves  to  make  no 
peace  without  the  inclusion  of  their  allies ;  and 
that  Spain  should  not  have  yielded  to  break  with 
us,  in  case  they  could  not  effect  a  peace  between 
us  2tnd  Holland ;  since  the  Dutch  know  nothing 
could  farther  induce  us  to  it,  than  the  fear  of  a 
breach  with  Spain,  and  so  great  a  loss  of  trade  in 
those  dominions.  The  Spaniards  have  but  one 
temptation  of  their  own  to  quarrel  with  us,  which 
is  an  occasion  of  recovering  Jamaica ;  for  that  has 
even  lain  at  their  hearts,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  their 
conjunction  with  Holland  has  not  been  perfected 
without  early  measures  between  them  for  the  sur- 
prise of  that  island,  unless  our  care  has  been  as 
early  in  providing  for  its  defence.  And  if  we 
should  lose  it,  I  foresee  little  hurt  we  could  do 
Spain  in  their  Indies,  guarded  as  they  would  be, 
and  attended  by  the  shipping  of  the  Dutch.  But 
his  Majesty  will,  I  suppose,  soon  know  from  Spain 
what  he  is  to  trust  to  in  this  point. 

To  judge,  whether  upon  a  breach  with  Spain 
we  are  able  to  maintain  the  war,  must  be  consi- 
dered the  present  state  of  the  King's  treasure,  the 
rise  or  fall  that  may  happen  in  his  constant  revenue 
by  the  Spanish  war,  the  hopes  that  may  be  ground- 
ed upon  supplies  from  France,  the  assurance  or 
measure  of  those  expected  from  the  Parliament, 
the  credit  of  the  Exchequer  to  raise  present  money 
where-ever  any  of  these  fall  short,  and  the  humour 
of  the  nation  towards  carrying  on  or  ending  the 
war. 

For  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  King 
best  knows  it  himself,  or  his  officers  can  best  give 
the  account.    For  the  changes  that  may  happen 
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in  his  revenue,  it  is  evident  they  must  be  mucli 
for  the  worse  the  very  first  year  of  a  Spanish  war. 
The  main  branch  of  it,  which  is  the  customs,  must 
wither  away  in  a  very  great  measure,  since  all  the 
trade  in  a  manner  left  us  upon  the  Dutch  war  (that 
has  turned  to  any  account)  has  been  that  with 
Spain  and  into  the  Straits:  the  first  upon  a  Spanish 
war  will  be  wholly  lost ;  the  last  can  neither  be 
secured  by  our  own  convoys,  nor  by  the  French 
fleets  in  the  Mediterranean,  from  the  Dutch  ca- 
pers that  will  fill  the  Spanish  havens,  and  from 
those  of  Biscay,  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Corsica,  Majorca, 
which  in  all  wars  have  been  the  nests  of  picaroons; 
so  that  no  way  seems  left  of  beginning  this  war, 
but  as  the  Dutch  began  theirs,  by  leaving  off  all 
trade  in  the  nation  while  it  lasts.  But  the  case 
is  very  different  between  them  and  us ;  for  they 
have  still  a  trade  left  from  the  North,  which,  run- 
ning upon  a  sandy  coast  from  Hamburg,  is  secured 
from  our  fleets ;  and  they  have  driven  a  great  com- 
merce by  collusion  with  the  Swedes,  Danes,  Ham- 
burghers,  Bremeners,  and  Flemish,  ever  since  the 
war  began.  Besides,  the  hearts  of  their  people 
(which  would  otherwise  have  sunk  by  the  loss  of 
trade)  have  been  kept  up  by  the  necessity  of  their 
defence,  by  the  last  extremities  which  were  threat- 
ened them  from  the  war,  and  by  the  general  opi- 
nion of  justice  in  their  cause,  both  from  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  manner  of  ours  and  of  the 
French  beginning  the  war. 

This  makes  the  States-  content  to  impose,  and 
the  people  to  suffer,  the  utmost  payments;  and 
besi<les,  in  a  manner  all  men  of  fortunes  among 
them  have  a  great  part  of  their  estates  lying  in 
the  cantores  of  the  States  or  the  Provinces,  which 
would  all  be  lost  upon  the  conquest  of  their  coun- 
.try ;  so  as  they  will  lend  to  the  last,  for  securing 
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SO  much  as  is  already  in  danger.  And  these  are 
circumstances  which  will  not  be. found  in  our  dis- 
positions or  constitutions. 

For  supplies  from  France,  it  must  be  considered 
how  their  money  has  been  drained  out  of  that  king- 
dom since  this  war  began,  by  their  payments  to  us, 
and  to  Sweden,  to  the  Bishops  of  Cologne  and 
Munster,  and  some  other  Princes  of  Germany ;  by 
their  armies  in  Germany,  and  the  new  conquests 
in  Holland ;  all  which  returns  no  more  into  France, 
as  money  did  in  thdj:  former  wars  with  Spain,  that 
were  made  chiefly  upon  their  confines ;  for  then 
the  pays  of  their  armies  being  made  only  in  the 
winter-quarters,  which  were  in  France  or  its  fron- 
tiers, the  money  fell  back  again  into  the  circula- 
tion of  their  own  country:  yet  now  their  expence 
must  upon  a  Spanish  war  be  increased  by  new  ar- 
mies in  Catalonia  and  Italy,  and  new  fleets  in  the 
Mediterranean;  so  that  all  these  circumstances, 
with  the  general  decay  of  trade  by  the  war,  must 
in  few  years  time  leave  that  kingdom  poorer  than 
it  has  been  this  age ;  and,  where  money  is  not,  the 
King  of  France  himself  cannot  have  it. 

For  what  supplies  may  come  from  the  Parlia- 
ment towards  carrying  on  the  war,  some  few  days, 
I  suppose,  will  inform  us;  and  no  measures  can 
be  taken  unless  by  what  passed  in  the  former  ses- 
sion, which  was  not  very  favourable  to  that  design. 

For  the  credit  of  the  Exchequer  (at  le^st  to  any 
measure  that  may  supply  the  course  or  necessities 
of  a  war),  I  fear,  it  is  irrecoverably  lost  by  the  last 
breach  with  the  bankers :  for  credit  is  gained  by 
*  custom  and  course  of  time,  and  seldom  recovers  a 
strain ;  but,  if  broken,  is  never  well  set  again.  I 
have  heard  a  great  example  given  of  this  (by  some 
of  our  merchants)  that  nappened  upon  the  last 
King's  seizing  200,000/.  that  was  m  the  Mint 
about  the  year  S8,  which  had  then  the  credit  of  a 
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bank,  and  for  several  years  had  been  the  treasury 
of  all  the  vast  payments  transmitted  from  Spain  to 
Flanders.  But,  after  this  invasion  of  it,  though 
the  King  paid  back  the  money  within  very  few 
jnonths,  yet  the  Mint  has  never  since  recovered 
its  credit  among  foreign  merchants. 

If  the  business  of  money  should  happen  to  go 
lame  upon  any  or  all  of  these  feet,  then  all  that 
will  be  left  to  carry  on  the  war  is  the  humour  of 
the  nation :  and  that  sometimes  may  go  farther 
than  any  treasures,  if  spirited  by  hatred  or  revenge, 
by  the  love  of  religion  or  liberty,  or  the  necessity 
of  defence :  but  the  good-will  of  the  nation  to  the 
present  war  (as  it  was  foreseen  by  those  who  gave 
the  desperate  counsels  of  beginning  it  with  the 
proroguing  of  the  Parliament,  and  stopping  of  the 
Exchequer ;  so  it)  has  been  since  but  too  much 
experienced  by  the  successes  have  attended  it, 
which  will  ever  depend  upon  the  humours  and 
opinions  of  those  t*hat  serve,  as  well  as  the  abilities 
and  conduct  of  £hose  that  command ;  and  not  to 
speak  of  those  incurable  iealousies  which  have  been 
so  generally  raised  or  infused  into  the  people  about 
the  first  designs  of  this  war,  and  so  much  increased 
by  the  professions  or  actions,  or  at  least  the  gene- 
ral  reputation,  of  those  who  pass  for  the  chief  au- 
thors of  it :  it  is  at  least  observable,  that  after  so 
long  hostility,  and  four  battles,  yet  the  nation  does 
not  seem  at  all  to  be  angry,  though  that  is  the  first 
thing  should  be  brought  about,  if  we  would  have 
men  %ht. 

It  is,  I  doubt,  little  to  be  hoped,  that  a  breach 
with  Spain  should  make  us  any  kinder  to  the  war 
than  :we  were  before ;  since  that  must  grow  wholly 
upon  occasion  of  the  French,  we  having  no  quarrel 
there  of  our  own.  And  our  kindness  to  France 
will  spirit  us  as  little  ai^  our  hatred  to  Spain,  at 
least  till  their  fortunes  cliange,  and  the  balance 
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rise  again  on  the  Spanish  side,  which  has  risen  so 
long  and  to  such  a  height  on  the  French  ;  for  bj 
the  course  of  human  nature  there  will  ever  be  a 
degree  of  hatred  mingled  with  fear,  and  of  kind- 
ness with  compassion. 

Upon  the  survey  of  these  provisions  and  dispo- 
sitions, it  must  be  concluded  necessary  for  his 
Majesty  either  to  make  a  peace,  or  else  to  turn 
the  war  directly  upon  such  points  of  honour,  jusr 
tice,  and  safety,  as  may  engage  both  the  Parlia^ 
ment  and  nation  in  the  support  and  prosecution 
of  the  wan  And,  to  do  this,  he  must  at  least  offer 
at  a  peace,  and  upon  terms  into  which  the  humour 
and  spirit  of  the  nation  will  run. 

The  conjunction  now  perfected  between  HoL 
land  and  Spain  seems  the  happiest  thing  that  could 
have  arrived  to  his  M^esty's  affairs  upon  this  oc*- 
casion ;  for  whilst  Holland  stood  alone,  in  case  we 
had  been  forced  to  offer  at  any  measures  with 
them,  France  might  upon  the  first  jealousy  have 
been  before  us,  and  slipping  one  knot  might  have 
tied  another  in  three  days  time.  But  now  the  in- 
terests of  the  Empire,  Spain,  and  Lorrain,  are 
woven  together  with  those  of  Holland,  it  wiU  not 
be  a  short  and  easy  work  to  adjust  those  of  France 
with  the  Emperor  in  the  matters  of  Alsatia,  with 
Spain  in  Flanders,  or  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  in  that 
dutchv ;  nor  is  the  conjunction  between  Holland 
and  their  allies  likely  to  be  broken,  unless  by  the 
revolutions  of  war  the  Dutch  come  to  apprehend 
a  near  and  ^eater  danger  from  Spain,  in  which 
case  they  wilLnot  fail  of  returning  to  their  old 
measures  with  France. 

The  first  pace,  which  seems  necessary  for  his 
Majesty  to  make,  is  to  fall  into  confidence  with 
Spain  as  far  as  possibly  he  can,  by  assuring  them 
he  resolves  upon  a  neutrality  in  the  war  between 
Aem  and  France ;  that,  if  he  comes  to  a  peace  witk 
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Holland,  he  intends  it  shall  come  by  their  media- 
lion ;  and,  if  that  be  efiected,  he  will  employ  his 
own  towards  the  general  peace  of  Christendom,  and 
particularly  that  between  France  and  Spain. 

The  next  point  is  to  resolve  upon  the  conditions 
necessary  to  a  peace;  the  best  way  to  this,  is  to 
seek  witnout  passion  where  the  justice  lies,  and  the 
true  interests  of  his  Majesty's  crowns,  as  it  is  ge- 
nerally understood  by  his  people,  of  which  the  sense 
of  his  Parliament  is  the  best  testimony ;  for  their 
concurrence  will  give  weight  to  his  demands  of 
peace,  or  to  the  support  of  a  war. 

Between  us  and  Holland,  the  points  of  justice 
must  be  grounded  upon  the  infraction  of  treaties, 
and  so  will  reach  only  to  the  business  of  the  flag 
and  of  Surinam.  For  the  flag,  it  has  been  agreed 
by  three  several  treaties  in  the  same  form ;  but,  the 
articles  still  referring  to  former  use,  it  remains  to 
discuss  and  a^ree  particularly  what  that. has  been, 
and  to  explam  the  manner  and  circumstances  of 
observing  it.  Without  this,  no  peace  we  can  have 
will  seem  to  be  made  with  intentions  to  keep  it  long, 
while  the  interpretation  of  that  article  about  the 
flag,  is  a  ground  at  pleasure  for  opening  a  war. 
And  this  point  can  only  be  gained  by  a  separate 
peace  between  us  and  Holland ;  for  if  the  war  should 
come  to  end  in  a  general  treaty,  like  that  of  Mun- 
ster,  as  his  Majesty's  interest  would  be  less  consider- 
ed in  a  crowd  of  so  many  others,  and  would  hardly 
be  sufiered  to  obstruct  a  general  peace;  so  this 
right  of  the  flag,  in  particular,  would  be .  at  least 
disfavoured,  if  not  opposed,  by  our  friends  as  well 
as  our  enemies ;  that  is,  by  .France,  Sweden,  Den« 
mark,  as  well  as  Spain  and  Holland. 

The  business  of  Surinam  is  a  trifle,  and  the  dis- 

{mtes  upon  it  arose  rather  from  an  unkind  and  jea- 
ous  humour  growing  between  the  nations,  than 
from  any  difference  or  difficulty  in  adjusting  it;  so 
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as  that  is  not  a  thing  will  lie  much  in  the  way,  being 
soon  decided  by  plain  articles  upon  the  surrender 
of  the  place. 

There  are  two  points  more  wherein  the  honour 
and  interest  of  the  nation  is  concerned,  and  ought 
to  be  insisted  upon,  so  far  at  least  as  to  find  a  tem- 
per in  them,  though  they  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
points  of  justice,  because  they  are  not  regulated  by 
treaties.  The  first  is  the  point  of  the  East-India 
trade,  wherein  we  desire  new  agreements  between 
us,  upon  suspicion  of  what  may  happen,  rather  than 
complain  or  any  breach  in  the  old;  and  though 
our  East- India  Company  never  urged  their  desires 
as  a  just  ground  for  a  quarrel,  yet  a  great  deal 
might  have  been  gained  in  this  point  from  the 
Dutch,  while  they  depended  upon  our  alliance;  and 
I  suppose  may  be  still,  if  we  fall  into  it  again. 

The  second  is  an  acknowledgment  to  his  Majesty 
for  the  leave  of  fishing  upon  his  coasts ;  and  though 
this  may  not  be  grounded  upon  any  treaty,  yet,  if 
it  appear  to  have  been  an  ancient  right  on  our  side^ 
and  custom  on  theirs,  and  not  determined  or  ex^ 
tinguished  by  any  treaty  between  us,  it  may  with 
justice  be  insisted  on;  though  it  will  pass  harder 
with  the  Dutch  than  any  of  the  rest,  who  will  much 
easier  be  induced  to  buy  off  the  pretence  with  ^ 
great  sum  of  money  at  one  or  more  payments,  than 
acknowledge  it  by  a  constant  tribute. 

The  last  thing  his  Majesty  can  demand  from 
Holland,  is  money  for  the  charges  of  the  war. 
But,  unless  the  justice  or  necessity  of  it  were  agreed 
on  between  us,  that  will  have  but  a  weak  ground. 
And  if  we  expect  money,  it  must  be  to  purchase 
what  is  to  come,  and  not  to  pay  for  what  is  past : 
and  it  is  very  probable,  that  if  his  Majesty  should 
resolve  of  a  peace  with  Holland,  to  enter  into  a 
mediation  between  France  and  Spain,  upon  the  eyi- 
dent  points  of  justice  between  them,  and  to  join 
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against  that  Crown  which  refuses  the  peace,  botk 
Spain  and  Holland  would  be  content  to  part  with 
their  money  upon  such  an  agreement.    But  the 
measure  and  manner  must  be  kfl  to  private  treaty, 
and  would  depend  upon  the  confidence  between  us* 
Whatever,  in  any  of  these  points,  or  any  other, 
his  Majesty  should  be  content  to  release,  ought  to 
be  done  upon  the  satisfaction  he  should  declare  to 
have  received  in  the  advancement  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  to  the  charges  of  his  ancestors.   But  for  his 
Majesty  to  insist  upon  any  further  advantages  to 
the  Prince,  than  are  already  devolved  upon  him, 
would  not  only  raise  invincible  difficulties  in  pur 
treaty  with  the  States, but  prejudice  the  Prince's  af- 
fairs among  them  in  a  very  great  measure.    And 
the  Prince,  I  believe,  knows  their  constitution  so 
well,  as  to  understand  it  so. 

If  upon  good  terms  in  these  particulars  a  peace 
can  be  effected  with  Holland,  the  honour  of  this 
Crown  will  certainly  be  provided  for,  and  the  inter- 
est of  it,  to  a  higher  degree  than  could  have  been 
gained  even  without  the  events  of  a  war ;  since  we 
should  be  left  in  peace  to  enioy  the  trade  of  the 
world,  while  the  House  of  Austria  and  Holland 
would  be  engaged  in  a  long  war  with  France ;  and 
whenever  they  grew  weary,  his  Majesty  would  have 
the  glory  and  advantage  of  mediating  the  peace. 
For  the  measures  to  be  observed  in  all  this  with 
France,  and  the  preserving  his  Majesty's  honour  on 
that  side :  first,  the  humour  of  the  Parliament  as  to 
this  war,  and  the  interest  of  the  nation  in  the  trade 
with  Spain,  ought  to  be  represented  to  them  as  dif- 
ficulties invincible,  unless  France  can  furnish  the 
charge  which  the  war  will  cost,  beyond  what  can 
be  spared  out  of  his  Majesty's  constant  revenue. 
Then  his  Majesty  may  propose  to  them  his  design 
of  neutrality  between  them  and  Spain ;  which  I 
suppose  was  not  a  point  that  entered  into  any 
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agreements  against  Holland.  And  lastly,  he  may 
desire  their  consent,  since  be  cannot  prosecute  the 
war,  to  make  his  peace  with  Holland,  upon  the  as- 
surance of  employing  afterwards  his  mediation  be- 
tween them  and  opain,  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  his  Parliament  will  make  him  able  to  effect  a 
peace,  as  the  want  of  it  has  made  him  unable  to 
pursue  the  war.  If  France  will  not  consent  either 
to  furnish  us  with  money  sufficient  to  carry  on  the 
war,  nor  to  our  neutrality  with  Spain,  nor  peace 
with  Holland,  it  would  then  be  considered,  whe- 
ther France,  in  the  like  case,  would  suffer  duch  a 
conjuncture  as  this  to  escape  them  upon  any  ties  or 
treaties  between  us:  or  whether  indeed  any  Prince 
or  State  would  do  so.  A  conjuncture  whereby  the 
honour  and  interest  of  his  Majesty's  Crown  may 
be  provided  for;  the  trade  of  the  nation  raised  to  a 
height  it  has  notreachedbefore ;  the  passionate  bent 
and  humour  of  the  people  ples^sed,  and  their  jea* 
lousies  in  a  great  measure  allayed;  the  true  balance 
of  Christendom  maintained ;  all  the  Princes  and 
States  of  it  (besides  France  alone)  satisfied;  and, in 
short,  by  which  his  Majesty  may  grow  again  in* 
sensibly  into  the  hearts  of  his  people  at  home,  and 
into  the  influence  upon  all  affairs  of  his  neighbours 
abroad. 

It  is  a  rude  thing  which  is  commonly  said,  thai 
we  may  come  off  from  France  with  as  much  honour 
as  we  came  on ;  but  it  is  a  true  thing,  that  he  ha$ 
always  the  honour  of  the  war,  that  has  the  advan- 
tage of  it;  and  it  is,  I  doubt,  so  of  a  peace  too ;  and 
that  cannot  fail  us  here,  provided  we  make  sure  of 
Spain  (in  case  we  apprehend  our  losing  of  France), 
to  which  their  dispositions  and  interests  must  cer- 
tainly concur  with  ours  in  all  points,  unless  that  of 
Jamaica  make  an  exception. 

All  the  difficulty  his  Majesty  can  meet  with,  in 
this  pursuit,  will  be  some  want  of  reputation  and 
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trust  with  the  governments  of  Spain  and  Holland^ 
which  have  been  foiled  of  late  by  the  breach  of  our 
former  ailianc^s^,  so  much  Tas  tney  think)  against 
our  own  interests  as  well  as  tneirs ;  ror  all  treaties  are 
grounded  upon  the  common  belief  that  every  State 
will  be  ever  found  in  their  own  interests,  among 
which  their  honour  and  observance  of  faith  grows 
to  be  one  very  considerable  (because,  while  the 
minds  of  men  are  generally  possessed  with  a  belief 
of  God  Almighty's  concerning  himself  in  affairs 
here  below,  the  opinion  of  justice  or  injustice  in  a 
quarrel  will  never  fail  of  having  mighty  effect  upon 
tfie  successes  of  a  war) :  therefore  our  reputation 
cannot  any  way  be  so  far  recovered  with  our  neigh- 
bours, as  by  their  finding  that  his  Majesty's  coun- 
sels return  into  the  true  interests^of  his  kingdoms; 
which  will  make  the  Spaniards  believe  our  measures 
may  be  firm  with  them,  upon  the  same  reason  which 
has  shaken  them  with  France.    Thus  much  is '  der*. 
tain,  that  whatever  means  will  restore,  or  raise  the' 
credit  of  his  Majesty's  government  at  home,  will 
do  it  abroad  too :  for  a  King  of  England,  at  the 
head  of  his  Parliament  and  people,  and  in  their 
hearts  and  interests,  can  never  fail  of  making  what 
figure  he  pleases  in  the  world,  nor  of  being  safe  and 
easy  at  home;  and  may  despise  all  the  designs  of 
factious  men,  who  can  only  make  themselves  con- 
sidered by  seeming  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, when  the  Court  seems  to  be  out  of  it.     But, 
in  running  on  counsels  contrary  to  the  general  hu- 
mour and  spirit  of  the  people,  the  King  indeed  may 
make  his  Ministers  great  subjects,  but  they  can 
never  make  him  a  great  Prince* 
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(Prefixed  to  the  first  Edition  of  these  Memoirs  in  1691.) 

Bbadbr» 
These  following  papers  I  obtained  from  a  person  to  whom  I  most 
never  restore  them  again;  and  the  author  has  not,  that  I  know 
ofy  enquired  after  them  since  I  had  them.    I  must  needs  confess, 
it  is  but  too  plain  by  the  epistle,  that  he  intended  they  should 
not  be  public  during  his  life ;  but  though  I  have  as  great  respect 
for  him  as  anv  man,  yet  I  could  not  be  of  his  mind  in  this ;  I 
think  I  shoidd  do  the  world  wrong,  to  conceal  any  longer  a  trea- 
tise of  so  mudi  profit  and  pleasure  to  all  that  read  it ;  and  I  hope 
I  shall  not  be  diought  to  do  the  author  any  in  publishing  it, 
since  the  charge  of  not  doing  it  was  not  s iven  to  me.    I  think 
lUsewise  that  if  any  of  his  friends  can  obtam  of  him  the  first  and 
third  parts  of  these  Memoirs  that  afe  mentioned  in  them^  they  will 
do  the  public  a  great  piece  of  service;  and  if  they  should  coma 
from  the  author  s  last  nand,  they  may -chance  to  be  more  correct 
than  these,  which  look  as  though  they  had  never  been  reviewed 
by  the  author,  but  just  as  they  fell  from  his  pen:  however,  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  met  with  a  treatise  in  any  language  that  I 
understand^  which  in  my  poor  judgment  is  written  wiUi  more  can- 
dor and  truth  and  thorough  insight  into  the  matters  it  relates, 
fitufl  with  greater  variety  of  subjects,  digested  into  better  order 
and  method,  and  exprest  with  more  clearness  and  spirit,  than  this 
is.    I  have  not  therefore,  as  I  think  there  is  no  need,  changed  a 
word  in  them;  but  only  where  things  are  said  in  French  or 
Latin,  I  have  thought  fit  to  translate  Uiem  in  another  column,  or 
the  margin ;  and  if  I  have  not  done  it  so  well  as  I  should  do,  I 
crave  the  reader's  pardon,  and  in  all  else,  do  not  doubt  of  his 
thanks.    I  shalLsay  nothing  of  the  author,  who  will  be  known 
by  the  first  pages  of  the  book  ;  nor  of  the  time  or  motive  of  its 
writing,  which  are  seen  by  the  epistle;  but  only  heartUy  pray  to 
God  to  give  him  good  health  and  a  long  life,  mat  he  may  conti- 
nue, as  he  has  ever  been,  the  ornament  of  le^M^oing  and  to  his 
country. 


TO  MY  SON. 

I  DO  not  remember  ever  to  have  refused  any  thing 
you  have  desired  of  me;  which  I  take  to  be  a  greater 
compliment  to  you  than  to  myself,  since  for  a 
young  man  to  make  none  but  reasonable  desires, 
is  yet  more  extraordinaiy  than  for  an  old  man  to 
think  them  so.  That  wnich  you  made  me  some 
time  since,  and  have  so  often  renewed,  I  have  at 
last  resolved  to  comply  with,  as  well  as  the  re  st; 
and,  if  I  live,  will  leave  you^some  Memoirs  of  what 
has  passed  in  my  public  employments,  especially 
those  abroad,  which  reached  from  the  year  1665 
to  1678,  and  ran  through  the  most  important  fo- 
reign negotiations  of  the  Crown,  with  great  con- 
nexion of  affairs  at  home  during  this  period,  and 
the  revolutions  it  produced.  The  confidence  of 
the  King  my  Master,  and  of  his  chief  Ministers,  as 
well  as  that  of  others  abroad,  gave  me  the  advan- 
tage to  discern  and  observe  the  true  springs  and 
motions  of  both ;  which  were  often  mistaken  in 
Court  and  Parliament,  and  thereby  fastened  many 
suspicions,  confidences,  applauses,  reproaches,  upon 
persons,  and  at  times  where  they  were  very  unde- 
served. Twenty  years  of  my  lii^  I  passed  in  pub- 
lic thoughts  ana  business,  from  the  thirty-second 
to  the  fifty-second  year  of  my  age ;  which  I  take 
to  be  the  part  of  a  man's  life  fittest  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  the  service  of  his  Prince  or  State,  the  rest 
being  usually  too  much  taken  up  with  his  pleasures 
or  his  ease.  The  native  love  of  my  country,  and 
its  ancient  legal  constitutions,  would  not  suffer  me 
to  enter  into  any  public  affairs,  till  the  way  was 
open  for  the  Kmg's  happy  restoration  in  1660. 
And  in  1680,  you  know,  1  sent  you  to  acquaint 
the  King  with  my  resolution*  to  pass  the  remainder 
of  my  life  like  as  good  a  private  subject  as  any  he 
had,  but  never  more  to  mpddle  with  any  public  em- 
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ployment.  All  the  rest  of  my  age  before  and  since 
that  period,  I  have  taken  no  r[iore  notice  of  what 
passed  upon  the  public  scene,  than  an  old  man  uses 
to  do  of  what  is  acted  on  a  theatre,  where  he  gets 
as  easy  a  seat  as  he  can,  entertains  himself  with 
what  passes  upon  the  stage,  not  caring  who  the 
actors  are,  or  what  the  plot,  nor  whether  he  goes 
out  before  the  play  be  done.  Therefore  you  must 
expect  nothing  from  me  out  of  the  compass  of  that 
time,  nor  any  thing  of  that  itself  with  much  appli- 
cation or  care,  further  than  of  truth.  You  know 
how  lazy  I  am  in  my  temper,  how  uneasy  in  my 
health,  how  weak  my  eyes,  and  how  much  of  my 
time  passes  in  walking  or  riding,  and  thereby 
fencing  all  I  can  against  two  cruel  diseases  that 
have  for  some  time  pursued  me ;  so  that  I  doubt 
the  satisfaction  you  expect  will  be  chiefly  owing 
to  ill  health  or  ill  weather,  which  yet  are  not  like 
to  fail  at  my  age  and  in  our  climate.'  For  the  rest, 
if  you  find  any  thing  either  instructing  or  diverting 
in  what  I  shall  write  upon  this  subject,  you  may 
attribute  it  wholly  to  the  kindness  and  esteem  I 
have  for  you,  without  which  I  should  not  have 
given  myself  the  trouble  of  such  recollections ;  and 
as  I  intend  them  for  your  use,  so  I  desire  no  other 
may  be  made  of  them  during  my  life :  when  that 
is  ended,  neither  they  nor  you  will  be  any  more  in 
my  care;  and  whatever  1  leave  of  this,  or  any 
other  kind,  will  be  in  your  disposal.  I  am  the 
gladder,  and  it  is  but  just,  that  my  public  employ 
ments  should  contribute  something  to  your  enter- 
tainment, since  they  have  done  so  little  to  your 
fortune,  upon  which  I  can  make  you  no  excuses ; 
it  was  a  thing  so  often  in  my  power,  that  it  was 
never  in  my  thoughts ;  which  were  turned  always 
upon  how  much  less  I  needed,  rather  than  how 
much  more.  If  you/s  have  the  same  turn,  you 
will  be  but  too  rich  ;  if  the  contrary,  you  will  be 
ever  poor. 
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WHAT  PASSED  IN  CHRISTENDOM 


FROM  1672  TO  1679. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Having  ended  the  first  part  of  these  Memoirs 
with  my  retirement  from  all  public  business  in  the 
year  1671,  which  was  soon  followed  by  the  second 
Dutch  war ;  I  shall  begin  this  with  the  approaches 
of  the  peace  in  the  year  1 673. 

About  this  time,  after  two  summers  spent  in  a 
war  between  England  and  Holland,  with  several 
encounters  at  sea,  but  no  decisive  action,  both 
parties  began  to  enter  upon  thoughts,  and  indeed 
necessities,  of  a  peace.  The  nations  had  been  at 
war  without  being  angry  j  and  the  quarrel  had  been 
thought  on  both  sides  rather  of  the  Ministries  than 
the  people.  The  Dutch  believed  it  at  first  in- 
tended only  against  De  Witt's  faction,  in  favour 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  and  in  England  some 
laid  it  to  the  corruption  of  Ministers  by  the  money 
of  France;  and  some,  that  pretended  to  think 
deeper,  laid  it  to  deeper  designs.  The  Lord  Clif- 
ford's violence,  in  beginning  it,  gave  it  an  ill  air 
in  general ;  and  the  disuse  of  Parliaments,  a  cruel 
jnaim  in.  the  chief  sinews  of  war. 
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The  subsidies  from  France  bore  no  proportion 
to  the  charge  of  our  fleets,  and  our  strength  at  sea 
seemed  rather  lessened  than  increased  by  the  con- 
junction of  theirs:  our  seamen  fought  without 
heart,  and  were  more  afraid  of  their  friends  than 
their  enemies ;  and  our  discontents  were  so  great 
at  land,  that  the  assembling  of  our  militia  to  de- 
fend our  coasts  was  thought  as  dangerous  as  an 
invasion.  But  that,  which  most  pressed  his  Ma- 
jesty to  the  thoughts  of  a  peace,  was  the  resolution 
of  Spain  to  declare  war  against  England,  as  they 
had  done  already  against  France,  in  favour  of  Hol- 
land, unless  the  peace  were  suddenly  made ;  which 
would  have  been  such  a  blow  to  our  trade,  as 
could  not  easily  have  been  fenced,  and  lost  us  that 
of  the  Mediterranean,  as  the  Dutch  war  had  done 
that  of  the  Northern  Seas :  so  as  the  necessity  of 
this  conjuncture  was  only  kept  off  by  the  honour 
of  our  aUiance  with  France.  However,  that  Crown 
being  not  able  to  furnish  suppUes  enough  to  carry 
on  the  war  without  a  Parliament,  could  not  oppose 
the  calUng  one  upon  this  occasion.  When  the 
Parliament  met,  though  they  seemed  willing  to 
give  the  King  money,  yet  it  was  to  make  the  peace 
with  Holland,  and  not  to  carry  on  the  war ;  and, 
upon  his  Majesty's  demanding;  their  advice,  they 
^«  it  uiJimLly.  that  th!  peace  Ao^d  1^ 
made. 

There  were  too  many  parties  engaged  in  this 
quarrel  to  think  of  a  general  peace,  though  a  treaty 
jko  that  purpose  had  been  set  on  foot  at  Cologne, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  Swedes,  between  the 
Ministers  of  the  Emperor,  Spain,  Holland,  and 
9ome  Princes  of  the  Empire  on  the  one  part,  and 
his  Majesty  and  France  on  the  other,  but  without 
any  the  least  appearance  of  success ;  for  though  all 
|;he  confedemtes  had  a  mind  to  the  peace  between 
]^ngland  and  Holland,  yet  none  of  them  desired  it 
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with  France.  This  made  both  the  Dutch  and  the 
^Spaniards  set  on  foot  all  the  engines  they  could, 
to  engage  his  Majesty  in  some  treaty  of  a  separate 
peace ;  to  whicli  the  necessity  of  his  affairs,  the 
humour  of  his  people,  and  the  instances  of  his  Par- 
liament, at  last  determined  him,  towards  the  end 
ofthe  year  1673. 

'_  Upon  the  first  meeting  of  the  Parliament,  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  to  ingratiate  himself  with 
the  House  of  Commons,  (whose  ill  humour  began 
to  appear  against  those  they  esteemed  the  chief 
authorsof  the  war),  had  desiredleave  of  that  House, 
that  he  might  be  heard  there  in  his  own  defence 
"Upon  *that  subject.  In  his  speech,  among  many 
^endeavours  to  throw  the  odium  of  the  war  from 
himself  upon  my  Lord  Arlington,  he  desired  that 
LiOrd  might  be  asked,  who  was  the  author  of  the 
triple  alliance  ?  as  if  he  understood  himself  to  be 
Bo.  The  Lord  Arlington  coming  afterwards  upoq 
the  like  desire  into  the  same  House  of  Commons, 
and  answering  some  parts  of  the  Duke's  speech ; 
when  he  came  to  that  particular,  he  told  them  he 
could  easily  answer  that  question  of  the  Duke's, 
by  telling  them  that  the  author  of  that  alliance  was 
Sir  William  Temple.  This,  I  suppose,  gave  the 
occasion  for  reflections  upon  what  had  passed  in 
the  course  of  my  former  embassies  in  Holland  and 
at  Aix ;  and  his  Majesty,  and  his  Ministers,  the 
resolution  to  send  for  me  out  of  my  private  retreat, 
where  I  had  passed  two  years  (as  I  intended  to  do 
the  rest  6f  my  life),  and  to  engage  me  in  going 
over  into  Holland,  to  make  the  separate  peace  with 
that  State. 

Upon  the  2d  of  February,  167S-4,  his  Majesty 
received  the  certain  advice  of  the  States  having 
'  passed  a  resolution,  that  the  charges  and  dignities 
possessed  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  his  an- 
cestors, 3hould  become  hereditary  to  his  chil(}ren: 
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aud  at  the  same  time  he  also  received  a  letter  from 
the  States,  with  the  desire  of  passports  for  the  Am- 
bassadors,  whom  they  resolved  to  send  to  his  Ma- 
jesty with  instructions  and  powers  to  treat  and 
conclude  a  peace ;  and  in  the  mean  time  they  of- 
fered a  suspension  of  arms.  This  offer  coming 
upon  the  neck  of  the  Parliament's  advice  to  his 
Majesty  to  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Spanish  Am- 
bassador upon  the  propositions  he  had  advanced, 
and  which  the  King  had  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Parliament,  it  was  not  believed  by  ihe  Ministers 
that  a  treaty  could  be  refused,  without  drawing  too 
much  odium  upon  themselves,  and  reflection  upon 
the  government:  on  the  other  side,  it  was  sus- 

Eected  what  practices  might  be  set  on  foot  by 
>utch  Ambassadors,  upon  the  general  discontent 
reigning  against  the  present  war.  Therefore,  that 
very  afternoon,  a  resolution  was  taken  at  the  private 
junto,  to  send,  rather  than  to  receive,  an  embassy 
^pon  this  subject ;  and  that  I  should  be  the  person 
employed.  Two  gentlemen  were  sent  to  my  house 
within  half  an  hour  of  one  another,  from  the  Earl 
of  Danby,  then  Lord  Treasurer,  and  the  Earl  of 
Arlington,  First  Secretary  of  State,  to  order  my 
attendance  upon  his  Majesty.  My  Lord  Arlington 
told  me,  he  would  not  pretend  the  merit  of  having 
named  me  upon  this  occasion,  nor  could  he  well  tell 
whether  the  King  or  Lord  Treasurer  did  it  first ; 
but  that  the  whole  committee  had  joined  in  it ; 
and  concluded  that,  since  the  peace  was  to  be 
mad^,  there  was  no  other  person  to  be  tiiought  of 
for  it :  and  accordingly  the  King  gave  me  his  com* 
mands,  with  many  expressions  of  kindness  and 
confidence,  to  prepare  for  my  journey ;  and  the 
Secretary  to  draw  up  my  instructions.  I  told  the 
.King  I  would  obey  him,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  see  his  Majesty  returning  to  the  mea^ 
isures  upon  which  I  haa  formerly  served  him  i  but. 
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that  I  might  do  it  the  better,  I  begged  of  him  that 
I  might  go  over  without  the  character  of  Ambas- 
sador, which  would  delay  or  embarrass  me  with 
preparations  of  equipage,  and  with  ceremonies 
there,  that  were  unnecessary  to  so  sudden  a  dis- 
patch. His  Majesty  thought  what  I  said  very  per- 
tinent, and  so  ordered  that  I  should  go  only  as  rle-; 
nipotentiary ;  but  that  I  should  have  in  all  kinds 
the  appointment  of  Ambassador,  and  that  I  should 
take  upon  me  the  character  too  when  the  peace 
was  concluded. 

Within  three  days  I  was  ready;  and,  the  morn- 
ing my  dispatches  were  so  too,  the  Marquis  of 
Frezno,  Spanish  Ambassador,  sent  my  Lord  Ar- 
lington word  (while  I  was  with  him),  that  he  had 
received  foil  power  from  the  States  to  treat  and 
conclude  a  peace,  and  was  ready  to  enter  up- 
on it  whenever  his  Majesty  pleased.  My  Lord 
Arlington,  surprised,  was  at  nrst  of  opinion  the 
King  should  go  on  in  his  own  way,  and  I  my  jour- 
ney, and  give  the  Spaniards  no  part  in  the  affair : 
I  was  of  another  mind,  and  that  besides  the  point 
of  honour,  which  was  clear  in  having  the  peace 
made  rather  at  London  than  the  Hague,  I  thought 
that  of  interest  might  be  the  better  pursued  when 
we  were  sought  to  by  the  States,  than  when  we 
sought  to  them :  besides,  I  believed  the  Spaniard 
would  play  us  fair  in  a  game  that  he  thought  so 
much  his  own,  and  not  suffer  the  Dutch  to  stop 
at  any  small  points,  especially  those  of  honour ; 
whereas  that  of  the  flag  (though  such)  was  one  his 
Majesty  ought  to  lay  most  to  heart.  My  Lord 
Arlington,  after  some  debate,  agreed  with  me,  and 
desired  me  to  go  immediately  and  acquaint  the 
King  with  this  new  and  unexpected  incident,  who 
was  then  at  the  House  of  Lords.  The  King  seem- 
ed pleased  with  the  change,  and  told  me  that,  since 
I  aid  not  treat  it  at  the  Hague,  I  should,  however* 
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at  London ;  and  bid  me  go  and  acquaint  the  Mar- 
quis of  Frezno  with  his  resolution,  that,  if  he  and 
I  could  agree  upon  the  terms,  the  thing  should 
soon  be  done. 

The  terms  to  be  insisted  on  were  soon  agreed  by 
his  Majesty  at  the  foreign  committee,  which  was 
composed  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Finch,  the  Lord 
Treasurer,  the  Lord  Arlington  and  Mr.  Henry 
Coventnr  Secretaries  of  State,  with  whom  his  Ma- 
jesty ordered  my  attendance  upon  this  affair.  When 
I  was  instructed  of  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  I  went 
to  the  Marquis  of  Frezno,  and  at  three  meetings  I 
concluded  the  whole  treaty,  with  satisfaction  to 
his  Majesty,  and  transport  to  the  Marquis,  upon 
so  great  an  honour  as  he  thought  it  to  himself,  and 
the  fortunes  he  expected  upon  it  from  his  Master. 
The  articles,  being  public,  need  no  place  here. 
The  two  points  of  greatest  diflBculty  were  that  of 
the  flag,  and  the  recalling  all  English  troops  out  of 
the  French  service.  This  last  was  composed  by 
private  engagements  to  suffer  those  that  were  there 
to  wear  out  without  any  recruits,  and  to  permit  no 
new  ones  to  go  over ;  but  at  the  same  time  to  give 
leave  for  such  levies  as  the  States  should  think  fit 
to  make  in  his  Majesty's  dominions,  both  of  Eng- 
lish and  Scots  regiments.  The  other  of  the  flag 
was  carried  to  all  the  height  his  Majesty  could 
wish ;  and  thereby  a  claim  of  the  Crown,  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  its  dominion  in  the  narrow  seas, 
allowed  by  treaty  from  the  most  powerful  of  our 
neighbours  at  sea,  which  had  never  yet  been  yield- 
ed to  by  the  weakest  of  them,  that  I  remember,  in 
the  whole  course  of  our  pretence ;  and  had  served 
hitherto  but  for  an  occasion  of  quarrel,  whenever 
we  or  they  had  a  mind  to  it,  upon  other  reasons 
or  conjectures.  Nothing,  I  confess,  had  ever  given 
me  a  greater  pleasure,  in  the  greatest  public  affairs 
I  had  run  through,  than  this  success ;  as  having 
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beeB  a  point  I  ever  had  at  heart,  and  in  my  en- 
deavours to  gain  upon  my  first  negotiations  in  HoL 
land;  but  found  Monsieur  de  Witt  ever  inflexible, 
though  he  agreed  with  me  that  it  would  be  a  rock 
upon  which  our  firmest  alliances  would  be  in  dan- 
ger to  strike  and  to  spUt,  whenever  other  circum^ 
stances  fell  in  to  make  either  of  the  parties  con- 
tent to  alter  the  measures  we  had  entered  into  up- 
on the  triple  alliance.    The  sum  of  money  given 
his  Majesty  by  the  States,  though  it  was  not  con- 
siderable in  itself,  and  less  to  the  King,  by  the 
greatest  part  of  it  being  applied  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  satisfaction  for  his  mother's  portion  that 
had  never  been  paid;  yet  it  gave  the  King  the 
whole  honour  of  the  peace,  as  the  sum  given  by 
the  Parliament  upon  it  and  the  general  satisfaction 
of  his  people  made  the  ease  of  it.   And  thus  happily 
ended^our  part  of  a  war  so  fatal  to  the  rest  of 
Christendom  in  the  consequences  of  it,  which  no 
man  perhaps  now  alive  will  see  the  end  of;  and 
had  been  begun  and  carried  on  as  far  as  it  would 
go,  imder  the  Ministry  of  five  men  who  were  usu*- 
ally  called  the  Cabal^  a  word  unluckily  falling  out 
of  the  five  first  letters  of  their  names,  that  is,  Clif^ 
ford,  Arlington,  Buckingham,  Ashley,  and  Lau- 
derdale.   But  though  the  counsels  and  conduct  of 
these  men  had  begun  the  war  with  two  unusual 
strains  to  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  in  the  attack 
of  the  Smyrna  fleet,  and  stopping  of  the  Bank ; 
yet  it  must  be  allowed  them  to  have  succeeded 
well  in  the  honours  they  proposed  to  themselves : 
Clifford  having  gained  by  it  the  place  of  High 
Treasurer,  and  title  of  a  Baron ;  Ashley,  the  Chan«- 
cellor's  place,  and  an  Earldom;   Arlington,  an 
J£ar]|,dom,  with  the  Garter;  and  Lauderdale  a  Duke* 
dom  with  the  Garter.    The  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
being  already  possessed  of  all  the  honours  the  Crown 
could  give  of  that  kind,  contented  himself  to  make 
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no  better  a  bargain  in  this  matter  than  lie  used  to 
do  in  all  others  that  concerned  him ;  and  so  pre- 
tended no  further  than  commands  in  the  army. 
And  thus,  instead  of  making  so  great  a  King  as 
they  pretended  by  this  Dutch  war  and  French  al- 
liance, they  had  the  honour  of  making  only  four 
great  subjects. 

After  the  peace  was  made»  his  Majesty's  first 
care  was  to  soften  the  stroke  as  much  as  he  could 
towards  France ;  which  was  done  by  representing 
the  necessities  of  it  (that  needed  no  false  colours), 
and  at  the  same  time  to  offer  his  mediation  be- 
tween the  parties  remaining  still  in  the  war,  in 
case  France  either  desired  or  accepted  it ;  which 
took  up  some  time  to  determine.  In  the  mean 
while  1  continued  in  the  posture  and  thoughts  of 
the  private  man  I  was  before  this  revolution,  till 
about  a  week  after  the  whole  conclusion  of  it, 
when  my  Lord  Arlington  told  me  how  kindly  the 
King  took  of  me  both  the  readiness  I  had  express- 
ed to  go  over  into  Holland,  and  the  easiness  I 
shewed  upon  the  failing  of  that  commission,  as 
Well  as  the  pains  and  success  in  the  treaty  with  the 
Spanish  Ambassador ;  and,  not  knowing  any  thing 
better  he  had  to  give  me,  he  Mras  resolved  to  send 
me  Ambassador  extraordinary  into  Spain ;  and  to 
that  purpose  immediately  to  recall  Sir  William  Go- 
dolphin,  the  ordinary  Ambassador  there,  for  many 
reasons  that,  he  said,  made  it  necessary  in  this  con- 
juncture. 

I  acknowledged  the  honour  his  Majesty  intend- 
ed me,  but  desired  time  to  give  my  answer  till  I 
had  consulted  my  father  upon  it,  who  was  then  in 
Ireland,  but  in  the  intention  of  coming  suddenly 
over ;  however,  in  a  month  I  undertook  to  resplve. 
My  Lord  Arlington  told  me  he  did  not  expect 
any  demur  upon  such  an  offer,  which  he  took  to 
be  of  the  best  employment  the  King  had  to  give^ 
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and  therefore  he  had  already  acquainted  the  Spa- 
nish Ambassador  with  it,  who  received  it  with 
great  joy,  and  resolved  immediately  to  give  part  of 
it  to  the  Court  of  Madrid  ;  which  he  was  sure  was 
already  done,  and  therefore  he  would  reckon  upon 
it  as  a  thing  concluded ;  though,  for  the  good 
grace  of  it. to  my  father,  he  undertook  the  King 
would  give  me  the  time  I  asked  to  resolve.  When 
I  writ  to  my  father  upon,  this  subject,  he  was  so 
violent  against  my  charging  myself  with  this  em- 
bassy, that  I  could  not  find  any  temper  to  satisfy 
him,  and  upon  it  was  forced  to  make  my  excuses 
to  the  King.  When  I  did  so,  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  assure  me  he  did  not  at  all  take  it  ill  of 
me  ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  intended  me  a 
better  employment  j  that  he  was  at  present  en- 
gaged for  the  Secretary's  place,  upon  my  Lord 
Arlington's  removal  to  Chamberlain  ;  but  that  he 
resolved  the  next  removal  should  be  to  make  room 
for  me.  This  I  told  my  Lord  Arlington,  who  pre- 
sently said,  that  he  believed  I  could  not  refuse  the 
Spanish  embassy,  but  upon  design  of  the  Secre- 
tary's place ;  and  since  I  desired  it,  and  the  King 
fell  into  it  of  himself,  he  would  play  the  easiest 
part  in  it  that  he  could.  He  was  indeed  agreed 
with  Sir  Joseph  Williamson  for  6000/.  and  the 
King  had  consented  that  he  should  enter  upon  it 
at  his  return  from  Cologne,  which  was  every  day 
expected ;  but  yet  he  made  such  a  difference  be- 
tween the  persons,  that  he  would  find  some  way 
to  avoid  it,  in  case  I  would  lay  down  the  6000/. 
I  assured  his  Lordship  I  had  no  such  design,  nor 
such  a  sum  of  money  to  lav  down  while  my  father 
enjoyed  the  estate  of  the  family :  that,  if  I  had,  I 
should  be  very  unwilling  to  pursue  it  so  far  as  to 
give  his  Lordship  any  strain  in  a  matter  already 

Eromised  and  concluded;  and  therefore  desired 
im  to  think  no  further  of  it.     But  he  was  not  of 

^       VOL.  II,,  s 
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oj>inioo  I  doold  srtick  at  any  thing  but  the  money, 
2iiKl  acquainted  Mr.  Montague  and  Mr.  Sidney, 
who  were  fiiendi^  to  us  both^  with  thi»  traosaicttoa, 
shfid  set  them  n^pdn  me  to  bring  it  to  an  israe  be* 
fbre  the  other  came  over :  they  both  endeavoured 
it  with  greaft  instances,  dxtA  Mn  Motttaigtie  was  so^ 
kind  as  to  offer  to  tend  me  the  money,  but  I  was 
^os^itive  in  refusing  it ;  yet  ^i  the  same  time  I  lold 
iny  Lord  Arlington,  that,  not  to  seem  bumoroos  in 
declining  the  olfers  he  had  made  me  from  the  King 
6c  from  himself,  I  was  content  they  should  both 
know,  that,  if  his  Majesty  had  occasion  to  M»d  an 
6mbas£n^  into  HoUandl  upon  the  peace,  I  would 
very  Willingly  serve  him  there,  where  I  knew  the 
Scene  so  well.  So  that  matter  ^ept  for  the  present 
In  the  meatt  while  France  had  thought  fit  to  ac- 
cept and  approve  the  King^s  offer  of  mediartion, 
that  of  Sweden  being  ended  by  the  assembly  at 
Cologne  breaking  up  in  enpostulati^ns  and  (]uar-» 
fels  upon  the  Emperor's  seizing  the  person  of 
Prince  William  of  Ftirstemburg,  a  subject  of  the 
Empire,  but  all  instrument  ^  France,  as  his  too- 
ther the  Bii^op  c^  Strasburg  had  been  in  ail  the 
iate  designs  and  invasions  of  that  Crown  upon  their 
neighbours.  The  King  told  me,  that  being  rc^ 
solved  to  offer  his  mediation  to  all  the  cotifederates, 
as  he  had  done  already  to  France,  and  finding  1 
had  no  mind  to  engage  in  either  of  these  eoi^ioy- 
ments  which  had  of  late  been  offered  me^  be  was 
resolved  to  send  me  Ambassador-'e:!ttraordinar|r  in* 
to  Holland,  to  offer  his  mediation  there,  as  the 
Scene  of  the  confederates  common  counsels,  and 
by  their  meatls  to  endeavour  the  acceptance  of  it 
by  the  rest  of  the  Princes  concerned  in  the  war : 
thstt  I  knew  the  place  and  persons  better  than  any 
man,  and  could  do  him  more  service,  both  in  thi^ 
and  continuing  all  good  correspondency  between 
him  and  the  States,  which  he  was  resolved  to  ptt* 
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9efve :  th»t  I  should  have  the  character  of  Ambas*. 
sador-extraordinary,  and  the  same  allowa^nee  I 
should  hAve  had  in  Spain*  Upon  this  offer  I  made 
BO  demur,  but  immediately  accepted  it,  and  so  my 
embassy  waii  declared  in  May  1674. 

But,  to  make  way  to  my  entering  upon  this  great 
scene,  it  will  be  necessary  to  deduce,  in  short,  the 
course  of  a£&irs  abroad,  from  the  first  period  of  the 
present  war,  to  this  second  of  his  Majesty's  sepa-» 
rate  peace  with  Holland,  and  the  several  disposi- 
tions among  the  parties  that  were  likely  to  facili* 
tate,  or  to  cross,  the  design  of  the  King's  intended 
mediation. 

No  clap  of  thunder  in  a  fair  frosty  day  could 
more  astonish  the  world,  than  our  declaration  of 
war  against  Holland  in  1672,  first  by  matter  of 
fact^  in  falling  upon  their  Smyrna  fleet ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  that  (however  it  failed),  by  a  for* 
mal  declaration,  in  which  we  gave  reason/for  our 
quarrel,  while  France  contented  themselves  to  give 
no  other  for  their  part  of  it,  than  only  the  glory  of 
that  King.  The  Dutch  could  never  be  possessed 
with  a  belief  that  we  were  in  earnest  till  th^  blow 
was  gwen  i  but  thought  our  unkindness  and  expos*? 
tulations  of  lat^  would  end  at  last  either  in  de^ 
mands  of  mon^,  or  the  Prince  of  Orange's  resti. 
tution  to  the  authority  of  his  ancestors.  The 
Princes  poncemed  in  their  safety  could  not  be- 
lieve, that  after  having  saved  Flanders  out  of  the 
hands  of  France,  we  would  suffer  Holland  to  fall 
into  the  same  danger;  and  my  Lord  Arlington 
told  m^  at  that  time,  that  the  Clourt  of  France  did 
Bot  bdieve  it  themselves  till  the  blow  was  struck 
in  the  attack  of  the  Smyrna  fleet ;  but  then  they 
immediatfily  set  out  their  declaration,  and  began 
thdr  invasioa.  This  surprise  made  way  for  l^eir 
prodi^QUs  successes.  The  Dutch  bad  made  no  pro* 
Ti^iHifbx  their  de^Mice,  eithe^r  at  home  or  abroad} 

s2 
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and  the  Empire,  Spain,  and  Sweden,  stood  at  a 
gaze  upon  the  opening  of  the  war,  not  knowing 
upon  what  concerts  between  us  and  France  it  was 
begun,  nor  how  far  we  would  suffer  it  to  go  on 
upon  the  French  conquests.  Besides,  the  animo- 
sities of  the  parties  in  Holland,  long  suppressed 
under  their  new  constitution  and  De  Witt^s  mini- 
stry, began  to  flame  again  upon  this  misfortune  of 
their  State.  The  Prince's  friends  talked  loud 
and  boldly,  that  there  was  no  way  to  satisfy  Eng- 
land but  restoring  the  Prince ;  and  that  the  base- 
ness  and  cowardice  of  their  troops  were  the  effects 
of  turning  out  all  officers  of  worth  and  bravery  for 
their  inclinations  to  the  Prince,  and  mean  fellows 
brought  in,  for  no  other  desert  than  their  enmity 
declared  to  the  House  of  Orange.  Upon  this  all 
men  expected  a  sudden  change :  the  States  were 
in  disorder,  and  irresolute  what  to  do ;  the  troops 
were  without  a  General,  and,  which  is  worse,  with- 
out heart :  and  though  De  Ruiter,  by  admirable 
conduct,  kept  the  infection  of  these  evils  out  of 
his  fleet,  which  was  our  part  to  deal  with ;  yet  fac- 
tion,  distrust,  sedition,  and  distraction,  made  such 
entrances  upon  the  State  and  the  army,  when  the 
French  troops  first  invaded  them,  that  of  all  the 
towns  and  fortresses  on  the  German  side  (held  im- 
pregnable in  all  their  former  wars),  not  one  besities 
Maestricht  made  any  show  of  resistance,  and  the 
French  became  immediately  masters  of  all  the  in- 
land parts  of  the  provinces,  in  as  little  time  as  tra- 
vellers usually  employ  to  see  and  consider  them. 
Maestricht  was  taken  after  a  short  siege,  asSchenck- 
sconce,  by  the  help  of  an  extreme  dry  season,  that 
made  rivers  fordable  where  they  had  never  been 
esteemed  so  before.  The  King  of  France  march- 
ed  as  far  as  Utrecht,  where  he  fixed  his  camp  and 
his' Court;  and  from  thence  began  to  consider  of 
the  ways  how*  to  possess  himseli  of  ihe  rest,  tbat 
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was  defended  only  by  their  situation  upon  some 
flat  lands,  which,  as  they  had,  by  infinite  labour  in 
canals  and  digues,  been  either  gained  or  preserved 
from  inundations,  so  they  were  subject  to. them  up- 
on opening  the  sluices,  whenever  the  Dutch  found 
no  other  way  of  saving  their  country  but  by  losing 
it.  This,  at  least,  was  generally  believed  in  the 
French  camp  and  Court,  and,  as  I  have  heard,  was 
the  preservation  of  the  State ;  for  that  King,  un- 
willing to  venture  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
such  conquests  as  he  had  made  that  summer,  upon 
the  hazai'ds  of  a  new  sort  of  war  with  a  merciless 
element,  where  neither  conduct  nor  courage  wer^ 
of  use,  resolved  to  leave  the  rest  to  practices  of 
peace  with  the.  States,  upon  the  advantage  of  the 
terms  he  stood  in,  and  the  small  distance  of  place 
between  them ;  or,  if  these  should  not  succeed, 
then  he  trusted  to  the  frosts  of  the  following  win- 
ter, which  seldom  fail  in  that  country  to  make  all 
passable  and  safe  for  troops  and  carriages  them^ 
selves,  that  in  summer  would  be  impassable,  either 
from  the  waters  or  the  depth  of  soil. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  State  and  the  government 
of  Holland  took  a  new  form,  and  with  it  a  new 
heart.  Monsieur  de  Witt  and  his  brother  had  been 
massacred  by  the  sudden  fury  of  the  people  at  the 
Hague,  and  by  the  fate  of  Ministers  that  govern  by  a 
party  orfaction,  who  are  usually  sacrificed  to  the  first 
great  misfortunes  abroad  that  fall  in  to  aggravate  or 
inflame  the  general  discontents  at  home.  The  fact 
and  the  manner  having  been  very  unusual,  maybe 
the  subject  of  others  enquiry,  as  it  was  of  mine, 
which  gave  me  this  account :  The  Ruart  of  Putten, 
eldest  brother  to  Monsieur  de  Witt,  had  been  ac- 
cused of  a  design  upon  the  Prince's  life,  and  of  en- 
deavouring by  money  to  engage  one  of  his  High- 
nesses domestics  in  that  attempt ;  but  no  other  wit- 
ness appearing,  he  was  sentenced  only  to  be  ba- 
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niilhigd ;  at  which  the  people  fthe^ed  gtbkl  dis^atis^ 
faction,  being  possessed  with  an  Opinion  of  hk 
guilt.    The  morning  he  was  to  come  out  of  prison, 
liionsieur  de  Witt    (against  the  opinion  of  hi^ 
friends)  would  needs  go  himself  to  bring  him  out 
with  more  honour,  and  carry  him  out  of  to#n  ;  and 
to  that  purpose  went  with  his  coach  and  four  horsed 
to  th^  court.    This  being  not  usual  to  thii  Mini* 
fitel:,  made  the  people  taKe  more  notice  of  it,  and 
gather  together  tumultuously,  first  ita  the  streets 
where  he  passed,  and  then  about  the  court  where 
the  prisoner  was  kept.    Some  of  the  trainM>>bands 
6f  the  Hague  that  were  upon  the  guard  mingled 
among  them,  and  began  to  rail  aloud  agaidst  th^e 
judgment  of  the  Court,  the  crime  of  one  brother^ 
and  the  insolence  of  the  other^  who  pretended  (as 
they  said)  to  carry  him  away  in  triiimph.     In  the 
jniast  of  this  heat  and  passion,  raised  by  these  kind 
of  discourses  among  the  populace,  the  two  brothers 
tame  out}  some  of  the  trained^bahds  stopped  them, 
began  to  treat  them  at  first  with  ill  language,  and 
from  words  fell  to  blows ;  upon  which  Monsieur 
de  Witt,  foreseeing  how  the  ttagedy  would  end, 
took  hi*  brother  by  the  hand,  and  was  at  the  same 
time  knocked  down  with  the  but^end  of  a  musket. 
They  were  both  presently  laid  dead  upon  the  place, 
then  dragged  about  the  town  by  the  ftiry  of  the 
people,  and  toirn  in  pieces.   Thus  ended  one  of  the 
greatest  five*  of  any  ^mWect  in  our  age,  about  the 
47th  year  of  his  own ;  after  having  served,  or  ra- 
thelr  administred,  that  State,  as  Pensioner  of  Hol- 
land, for  about  eighteen  years,  with  great  honour 
to  his  country  and  himself.    After  the  deatii  of 
theie  brothers,  the  provinces  and  townis  tan  with 
unanintous  voices  into  public  defnands  of  the 
]?rinee's  being  restored  to  the  authority  of  bis  an- 
Tcestors.    The  States  had,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  declared  ^im  Captain^general  and  Admiral 
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of  tkeir  forces,  which  was  m)  laore  than  De  Witt 
.had  ad  ways  professed  was  designed  £or  him  when 
ibe  sboold  be  of  a^e ;  but  this  was  found  neither  to 
h»»e  satisfied  England,  nor  ihe  BcmGe's  jpaxty  at 
home ;  md  tberefore  all  the  members  of  the  State 
agveed  in  those  acts  that  were  thought  necessary 
to  a  f  oM  restitution  «xf  his  Highness,  now  at  the  agB 
•of  twanty-one  Tiears,  to  the  office  and  power  of 
Stadthalder,  with  all  advantages,  aaid  even  some 
ODGite  tiian  those  whddh  had  been  exercised  bv  kis 
lanfcestors;  At  the  i^me  time  Monsieur  Eagel  was 
introduced  into  Monsieur  de  Witt's  place,  j^  Pesu 
rnxmeref  Holland,  whose  love  to  bis  coui>try  made 
idma  lover  of  thePrimre^asbelieving  it  could  not  be 
•saved  by  any  other  hand,  and  whose  zeal  to  bis  own 
^fSAsnon  made  him  an  enemy  inreconoileable  to 
^ce,  whose  professions  as  WeU  as  designs  wer^ 
;to  destroy  it. 

This  revolution,  <a8  it  calmed  all  at  home,  ^so  it 
made  the  first  appearance  of  defending  what  was 
left  of  the  country:  the  State  grew  united,  the 
army  m  heart,  and  foreign  Princes  began  to  take 
confidence  in  the  honour  and  constancy  of  the 

Jiroung  Pdinoe,  which  they  had  in  a  manner  whdly 
06t  upon  the  divisions  and  misfortunea  of  the 
-State.  The  French  themselves  turned  all  tbeir 
.applications  and  practices  the  same  way,  and  made 
the  Prince  all  the  oflfers  that  could  be  of  honour 
and  advantages  to  his  person  and  family,  provided 
he  would  be  contented  to  depend  upon  them.  The 
fbait  they  thought  could  not  tail  of  being  swallowed, 
and  about  which  most  artifice  was  employed,  was 
the  proposal  of  making  the  Prince  ^vereign  of  the 
iprovinces,  under  the  protedfton  of  'England  and 
Frtanoe.  And,  to  say  truth,  at  a  time  when  *so 
little  of  the  provinces  was  left,  and  what  remained 
was  wider  water,  and  in  so  imminent  danger  upon 
-liie  first  frosts  of  the  winter ;  this  seem^  a  Jtwe 
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to  which  a  meaner  soul  than  that  of  this  Princ^^ 
might  very  well  stoop.  But  his  was  above  it,  and: 
his  answers  always  firm.  That  he  never  would  be- 
tray a  trust  that  was  given  him,  nor  ever  sell  the 
liberties,  of  his  country  that  his  ancestors  had  so 
long  defended.  Yet  the  game  he  played  was  then 
thought  so  desperate,  that  one  of  his  nearest  sevr 
vants  told  me  he  had  long  expostulated  it  with  his 
master ;  and  asked  him,  at  last,  how  he  pretended 
to  live  after  Holland  was  lost  i  and  whether  he 
had  thought  so  far  ?  The  Prince  told  hiln  he  had, 
ancl  that  he  was  resolved  to  live  upon  the  lands  he 
had  left  in  Germany ;  and  that  he  had  rather  pass 
his  life  in  hunting  there,  than  sell  his  country  or 
his  liberty  to  France  at  any  price.  I  will  say  no- 
thing of  the  embassy  sent  at  this  time  by  his  Ma« 
jesty  to  the  French  King  at  Utrecht,  where  the 
three  Ambassadors,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  Lord 
Arlington,  and  Lord  Hallifax,  found  him  in  his 
highest  exaltation,  for  I  cannot  pretend  to  know 
what  the  true  etids  or  subject  of  it  was.  The  com- 
mon belief  in  England  and  Holland  made  it  to  be 
our  jealousy  of  the  French  conquests  going  so  fast, 
whilst  ours  were  so  lame ;  and  great  hopes  were 
raised  in  Holland,  that  it  was  to  stop  their  course 
or  extent :  but  these  were  soon  dashed  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  Ambassadors,  after  having  renewed 
and  fastened  the  measures  formerjy  taken  between 
the  twa  Crowns.  And  the  Ambassadors  were  in- 
deed content,  as  they  passed  through  Holland,  that 
the  first  should  be  thought ;  which  gave  occasion 
for  a  very  good  repartee  of  the  Princess  Dowager 
to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  visited  her  as 
they  passed  througifcthe  Hague ;  and  talking  much 
of  their  being  good  Hollanders,  she  told  him,  that 
was  more  than  they  asked,  which  was  only  that 
they  §hould  be  good  Englishmen:  he  assured  her 
tbey  were  not  ojily  so,  but  good, Dutchmen  too; 
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that  indeed  they  did  not  use  Holland  like  a  mis- 
tress, but  they  loved  her  like  a  wife :  to  which  she 
replied,  Vrayment^  je  troy  que  vom  nous  aimez 
c(ymme  vous  aimez  la  voire  ;  [  Truly ^  I  believe  you 
love  tis  as  you  love  your  own  wife']. 

When  France  had  lost  all  hopes  of  shaking  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  constancy,  they  bent  all  their 
thoughts  upon  subduing  and  ruining  the  remainder 
of  the  country.  They  had  advanced  as  far  as 
Woerden,  and  from  thence  they  made  their  ra- 
vages within  two  or  three  leagues  of  Leyden,  with 
more  violences  and  cruelties  than  would  have  been 
prudent,  if  they  had  hoped  to  reclaim  the  Prince 
or  States  from  the  obstinacy  of  their  defence.  The 
Prince  encamped  his  army  near  Bodegrave,  be- 
tween Leyden  and  Woerden,  and  there  made  such 
a  stand  with  a  handful  of  men,  as  the  French 
could  never  force.  The  winter  proved  not  fa- 
vourable to  their  hopes  and  designs,  and  some  pro- 
mises  of  frost  inveigled  them  into  marches  that 
proved  almost  fatal  to  them  by  a  sudden  thaw. 
This  frighted  them  into  cautions,  perhaps  more 
than  were  necessary,  and  gave  the  Prince  and 
States  leisure  to  take  their  measures  for  a  follow- 
ing  campaign,  with  the  Emperor,  Spain,  and  the 
Dukes  of  Brandenburgh  and  Lunenburgh,  which 
proved  a  diversion  to  the  arms  of  France,  and 
turned  part  of  them  upon  Germany  and  Flanders, 
so  as  to  give  over  the  progress  any  further  in  Hoi- 
land.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  winter,  the 
Prince,  aft^r  having  taken  Naerden,  three  leagues 
from  Amsterdam,  in  spite  of  all  resistance  and  op- 
position from  either  the  French  or  the  season,  re- 
solved, like  another  young  Sfeipio,  to  save  his 
country  by  abandoning  it :  and  to  avoid  so  many 
sieges  as  all  the  towns  they  had  lost  would  cost  to 
jrecover,  he  contented  himself  to  leave  the  chief 
posts  guarded  with  a  part  of  the  army,  and  with 
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the  re^t  marched  into  Germany,  joined  part  of  the 
confederate  troops,  besieged  Bonne,  %vluch  bad 
been  pat  into  the  hand«  of  France  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  wherein  the  Elector  of  Cologne  and 
the  Bishop  of  Mimster  had  entered  jointly  with 
France.  The  boldness  of  this  action  amazed  all 
men,  but  the  success  extolled  the  prudence  as  weU 
as  the  bravery  of  it ;  for  the  Prince  took  Bonne, 
and  by  it  opened  a  passage  for  the  German  forces 
over  the  Rhine,  aad  so  mto  Flanders ;  and  gave 
:such  a  damp  to  the  designs  and  enterprises  of 
France,  that  they  immediately  abandoned  all  thek 
conquests  upon  Holland  in  less  time  than  they 
made  them,  retaining  only  Maestricht  and  the 
Grave  of  all  they  had  possessed  belonging  to  this 
State. 

In  this  posture  stood  affairs  abroad  when  the 
peace  of  England  was  made  in  February  1 67S-4 ; 
•tipon  the  strength  and  heart  whereof  the  Prince  df 
Orange  concerted  with  the  German  and  Spanish 
troops  to  begin  an  o^nsive  war,  and,  at  the  bead 
of  an  axmy  of  above  forty  thousand  men,  to  march 
into  France. 

The  French  began  now  to  wi»h  the  war  well 
^nded,  and  were  very  glad  to  accept  his  Majesty's 
mediation.  Th^  King  was  desirous  to  make 
France  some  amends  for  abandoning  the  par^, 
and  making  -a  separate  peace.  Some  of  his  Mi- 
nisters foresaw  he  would  be  arbiter  of  the  peace 
hy  being  mediator,  and  that  he  might  hinder  any 
separate  treaties  by  mediating  a  general  (me,  and 
migbt  restore  peace  to  Christendom  whenever  he 
•thought  ik,  and  upon  what  conditions  he  tht^gbt 
'isafe  and  just. 

The  only  difficulties  that  appeared  in  tbis  affiur, 
were  what  the  confederates  were  like  to  make  in 
accepting  the  King's  mediation,  whose  late  en- 
gagements with  FVa»ce  had  made  him  diought 


Very  pattial  on  that  side.  And  the  house  of  Aua* 
trk^  finding  that  Crown  now  abandcmed  by  Eng^ 
land,  had  too  greedily  swallowed  the  hopes  of  a 
i^enge  upon  them  to  desire  any  sudden  treaty, 
till  the  successes  lliey  expected  in  the  war  might 
at  leaiist  make  way  for  reducing  France  to  the  terms 
o(  that  of  the  Pyrenees.  This,  I  suppose,  gave 
some  occasion  for  my  being  again  designed  for  this 
embassy,  being  thought  to  have  some  credit  with 
Spain  as  well  as  Holland,  fmm  the  negotiations  I 
had  formerly  run  through  at  the  Hague,  Brussels, 
and  Aix  la  Chapelle,  by  which  the  remaining  parts 
of  Eianders  had  been  saved  out  of  the  hands  of 
fVance  in  the  year  1©68. 

But  having  often  reflected  upon  die  unhappy 
issue  of  my  last  public  employments,  and  the  fatal 
turn  of  counsels  in  our  Court  that  had  occasioned 
it,  against  so  many  wiser  men's  opinions,  as  weU 
B^  my  own,  I  resolved,  before  I  went  this  journey, 
to  know  the  ground  upon  whisch  I  stood,  as  well  as 
I  could,  and  to  sound  it,  by  finding  out  what  I  was 
Hble  6f  the  King's  true  sentiments  and  disposi- 
tioiis,  as  to  the  measures  he  had  now  taken,  or  ra- 
ther renewed,  and  trust  no  more  to  those  of  his 
Ministers,  who  had  deceived  either  me  or  them- 
selves. Therefore,  at  a  long  audience  in  his  clo- 
set,  I  took  occasion  to  reflect  upon  the  late  coun- 
sels, and  Ministry  of  the  late  cabal ;  how  ill  his 
Majesty  had  been  advised  to  break  measures  and 
treaties  so  solemnly  taken  and  agreed ;  how  ill  he 
Itad  been  served,  and  how  iH  succeeded,  by  the 
Violent  hutnour  of  the  nation  h^'eaking  out  against 
sueh  proceedings,  and  by  the  jealousies  they  had 
tais6d  agaiiist  the  CroWn.  Thfe  King  said,  It  was 
true  he  had  succeeded  ill;  but,  if  he  had  been 
Well  served,  he  might  have  made  a  good  btisiness 
enough  of  it ;  aftd  so  went  on  a  good  deal  to  jus- 
tify what  was  past.    I  was  soriy  to  find  such  a  pre- 
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sage  of  what  might  again  return  from  such  a  course 
of  thought  in  the  King,  and  so  went  to  the  bot- 
tom of  that  matter.    I  shewed  how  diflScult,  if  not 
impossible,  it  was,  to  set  up  here  the  same  religion 
or  government  that  was  in  France ;  that  the  um^ 
versal  bent  of  the  nation  was  against  both ;  that 
many,  who  were  perhaps  indifferent  enough  in  the 
matter  of  religion,   considered  it  could  not  be 
changed  here  but  by  force  of  an  army ;  and  that 
the  same  force  which  made  the  King  master  of 
their  religion,  made  him  master  of  their  liberties 
and  fortunes  too :  that  in  France  there  was  none 
to  be  considered  but  the  nobles  and  the  clergy: 
that,  if  a  King  could  engage  them  in  his  designs, 
he  had  no  more  to  do ;  for  the  peasants,  having 
no  land,  were  as  insignificant  in  the. government 
as  the  women  and  children  are  here  :  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  great  bulk  of  land  in  England  lies  in 
the  hands  of  the  yeomanry  or  lower  gentry,  and 
their  hearts  are  high  by  ease  and  plenty,  as  those 
of  the  French  peasantry  are  wholly  dispirited  by 
labour  and  want:  that  the  Kines  of  France  are 
very  great  in  possessions  of  lands,  and  in  depen* 
deuces  by  such  vast  numbers  of  offices,  both  mili- 
tary and  civil,  as  well  as  ecclesiastical;  whereas- 
those  of  England,  having  few  offices  to  bestow, 
having  parted  with  their  lands,  their  court  of  wards 
and  knights  services,  have  no  means  to  raise  or 
keep  armies  oti  foot,  but  by  supplies  from  their 
Parliaments,  nor  revenues  to  maintain  any  foreign 
war  by  other  ways :  that  if  they  had  an  army  on 
foot,  yet,  if  composejf  of  English,   they  would 
never  serve  ends  that  the  people  hated  and  feared : 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  in  England  were  not.  the 
hundredth  part  of  the  nation,  and  in  Scotland  not 
the  .two-hundredth ;    and  it  seemed  against  all 
common  sense,  to  think  by  one .  part  to  govern 
ninety-nine  that  were  of  contrary  minds  and  hu- 
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"motirs:  that  for  foreign  troops,  if  they  were  few, 
they  would  signify  nothing  but  to  raise  hatred  and 
discontent;  and  how  to  raise,  to  bring  over  at 
Once,  and  to  maintain  many,  was  very  hard  to 
imagine :  that  the  force  seeming  necessary  to  sub- 
due the  liberties  and  spirits  of  this  nation,  could 
not  be  esteemed  less  than  an  army  of  threescore 
thousand  men,  since  the  Romans  were  forced  to 
keep  twelve  legions  to  that  purpose,  the  Normans 
to  institute  sixty-two  thousand  knights  fees,  and 
Cromwell  left  an  army  of  near  eighty  thousand 
men :  that  I  never  knew  but  one  foreigner  that 
understood  England  well,  which  was  Gourville 
(whom  I  knew  the  King  esteemed  the  soundest 
head  of  any  Frenchman  he  had  ever  seen) ;  that 
when  I  was  at  Brussels,  in  the  first  Dutch  war,  and 
he  heard  the  Parliament  grew  weary  of  it,  he  said, 
the  King  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  the  peace : 
that  he  had  been  long  enough  in  England,  seen 
enough  of  our  Court,  and  people,  and  Parliaments, 
to  conclude, 

Qu^un  Roy  d^ AngleterrCj  qvi  veut  etre  rhomme 
de  son  peuple,  est  le  plus  grand  Roy  du  monde ; 
mats  shl  veut  etre  quelque  chose  dwvantage^  par 
Dieu  il  n^ est  plus  rien.^ 

The  King  heard  me  very  attentively,  but  seienied 
a  little  impatient  at  first :  yet  at  last  he  said,  I  had 
reason  in  ^11,  and  so  had  Gourville ;  and,  laying 
his  hand  upon  mine,  he  added,  Etje  veux  etre 
rhomme  de  mon  peuple  {^And  I  will  be  the  man  of 
my  people. "]  * 

My  embassy-extraordinary  to  Holland  was  de- 
clared in  May,  and  my  dispatches  finished  at  the 

*  That  a  King  ofEnglandy  who  will  be  the  fnan  of  his  people, 
is  the  greatest  King  in  the  world;  but  if  he  xoiU  be  something 
more  J  by  G— </  he  is  nothing  at  alL 
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Treasury  as^  well  as  at  the  SeQretar^*s  ofl^e^  so  at 
I  went  away  in  July.  My  instruction^  were,  iu 
generalj  to  asaure  the  State  of  his  Mfuesty'ij  friend-^ 
ship  ai]td  firm  resolution  to  observe  his  trei^ties  with 
them ;  then  to  offer  his  mediation  in  the  present 
war,  which  both  they  md  almosft  aU  Christei^dom 
were  engaged  in  j  and,  after  their  aci^eptanc^  of 
it,  to  endeavour  it  likewise  with  all  their  allies ; 
and,  to  that  end,  to  engage  the  offices  and  inters 
vention  of  the  States,  But,  immediately  afteir  my 
arrival  at  the  Hague,  to  repair  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange»  give  him  part  of  his  Majesty's  intentions 
in  all  this  affair,  and  assurance  of  his  kindness,  and 
engage  his  Highness  as  far  as  could  be,  to  second 
his  Majesty's  desires  in  promoting  s^  general  peace, 
wherein  the  United  Provinces  seemed  to  have  the 
greatest  interest 

After  my  arrival  at  the  Hague  in  July  1674, 
and  delivery  of  my  credentials  to  the  President  of 
the  week,  and  a  visit  to  the  Pensioner,  wherein  I 
discovered  a  strong  inclination  in  the  States  to  a 
peace,  as  far  as  then*  honour  and  engagements  to 
their  allies  would  allow  them,  and  was  assured  of 
the  States  accepting  his  Majesty's  mediation ;  I 
went  away  to  Antwerp,  in  hopes  to  have  found  the 
Prince  at  his  camp  mere,  between  Antwerp  and 
Louvain,  where  he  had  lain  some  time  attending 
the  advance  of  the  confederate  troops,  with  whom 
he  had  concerted  to  join  his  army  upon  their  ar. 
rival  in  Flanders.  But  two  days  before  I  came  to 
Antwerp,  the  army  was  marched  beyond  Louvain  ^ 
so  I  was  forced  to  go  to  Brussels,  and  there  desire 
a  guard  to  convoy  me  to  the  camp.  The  puncti- 
lio's of  my  character  would  not  suffer  me  to  see 
the  Count  de  Monterey,  though  I  had  for  some 
years  lived  at  Brussds  in  particular  friendship  and 
conversation  with  him*  Few  strangers  had  per* 
haps  ever  been  better  used  than  I,  durmg  three 
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years  residence  at  Brussels,  by  all  persons  of  qua- 
lity, and  indeed  of  all  ranks  there ;  so  that  it  was 
very  surprising  to  me  to  meet  such  a  dry  and  cold 
treatment  from  the  Governor,  and  such  an  affec<* 
tation  in  the  persons  of  quality,  not  so  much  as  to 
visit  me ;  for  I  do  not  remember  one  that  did  it 
besides  Count  d'Emont,  who  was  not  then  very 
well  at  Court,  either  in  Spain  or  Flanders.  Others 
that  I  met  in  the  streets,  or  the  park,  though  they 
came  up  with  open  arms  to  embrace  me,  yet  never 
came  at  me,  but  contented  themselves  with  saying 
they  intended  it.  When  I  sent  my  secretary  to 
the  Count  de  Monterey  with  my  compliments,  and 
desires  of  a  guard  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who 
was  then  not  above  six  leagues  off;  he  returned 
the  first  very  coldly,  and  the  other  with  excuses 
that  amounted  to  a  refusal :  he  said,  the  way  was 
so  dangerous,  by  straggling  parties  of  the  army, 
that  he  could  not  advise  me  to  venture  with  a 
small  guard ;  and  he  had  drawn  out  so  many  of 
the  Spanish  troops  into  the  field,  that  he  could  not 
^ve  me  a  great  one.  I  sent  again  to  desire  what 
he  could  spare  me,  let  the  number  be  what  it 
would ;  for  though  I  would  not  expose  the  King's 
character  nor  his  business,  by  any  accident  1  might 
prevent ;  yet,  when  I  had  endeavoured  it  by  my 
application  to  his  Excellence,  I  would  take  my 
fortune,  though  he  sent  me  but  six  of  his  guards. 
He  replied,  that  he  could  not  possibly  spare  any 
of  them;  but  that  next  morning  he  expected  a 
troop  of  horse  to  come  into  town,  and  that,  as 
soon  as  it  arrived,  the  captain  should  have  order 
to  attend  me.  Next  morning  was  put  ofi^  till  night, 
and  night  till  the  morning  following ;  when  the 
Count,  finding  I  was  resolved  to  go,  though  with- 
out convoy,  rather  than  to  expect  longer,  sent  me 
a  Spanish  captain  with  about  forty  horse  to  convoy 
me  to  Louvain*  The  truth  was,  that  the  Spaniards 
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were  grown  so  jealous  of  his  Majesty's  mediation 
offered  at  the  Hague,  of  the  States  and  people's 
violent  humour  to  a  peace  in  Holland,  and  of  the 
offices  they  thought  I  might  use,  to  slacken  the 
Prince  of  Orange  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
their  present  hopes  and  designs,  that  I  found  it 
was  resolved  to  delay  first,  and  then  to  hinder  ab- 
solutely any  interview  between  the  Prince  and  me 
till  the  campaign  was  ended,  but  to  do  it  with  as 
little  ill  grace  as  they  could.  To  this  purpose  Du 
Moulin  (then  one  of  the  Prince's  secretaries,  and 
an  inveterate  enemy  against  the  Court  of  England) 
was  dispatched  between  the  camp  and  Brussels, 
whilst  I  lay  there,  and  with  guards,  whereof  half 
would  have  served  my  turn,  or  at  least  contented 
me. 

When  I  came  to  Louvain,  I  found  the  Prince 
was  marched  towards  Tirlemont,  but  could  not 
learn  where  his  next  halt  was  designed.  The 
Spanish  captain  told  me,  he  had  order  to  go  no 
further  than  Louvain :  so  that  I  neither  knew 
whither  to  go,  nor  could  go  any  way  without  a 
guard,  as  they  assured  me  at  Louvain.  Where- 
upon I  sent  immediately  Mr.  Bulstrode,  who  had 
come  with  me  from  Brussels,  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  the  Prince,  and  desire  him  to  appoint  what 
time  and  place  I  should  attend  his  Highness,  which 
I  resolved  to  do  with  those  few  servants  I  had 
brought  with  me,  and  such  others  as  I  could  hire 
at  Louvain,  where  I  lay  that  night. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Bulstrode  returned  with 
the  Prince's  answer,  that  he  was  upon  his  march ; 
that  he  should  be  very  glad  to  see  me,  but  could 
not  possibly  appoint  either  time  or  place  for  it,  be- 
cause his  motions  were  uncertain,  and  would  de- 
pend upon  the  advices  he  received.  By  which  I 
found  plainly  what  I  had  suspected  at  Brussels, 
that  it  was  resolvqd  I  should  not  see  the  Prince 
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before  this  campaign  was  begun  by  the  actions 
then  concerted  among  the  confederates.  I  would 
not,  however,  seem  to  understand  it  so,  nor  any 
thing  more  in  it  than  what  his  Highness  was  pleased 
to  say ;  but  I  knew  very  well,  that  as  they  say 
none  is  more  deaf  than  he  that  will  not  hear,  so  a 
man  that  will  not  be  seen,  may  easily  find  ways  of 
avoiding  it,  especially  upon  such  circumstances  as 
the  Prince  and  I  were  then  in,  who  must  have  fol- » 
lowed  the  motions  he  would  have  given  me :  and 
therefore  I  resolved  not  to  expose  either  his  Ma- 
jesty's character  or  credit  with  his  nephew,  by 
making  that  public  which  had  passed  between  the 
Prince  and  me  upon  this  subject ;  but,  pretending 
my  health  would  not  suffer  me  to  follow  the  Prince 
upon  his  march,  I  returned  to  Antwerp,  and  gave 
his  Majesty  an  account  of  all  that  had  passed ;  who 
extreinely  approved  my  conduct  in  it,  and  that  I 
pressed  no  further  a  point  that  I  saw  would  not 
go,  and  that  was  taken  by  the  Prince,  as  well  as 
the  Count  de  Monterey,  so  differently  from  what 
his  Majesty  expected. 

I  staid  only  a  night  at  Antwerp,  which  passed 
with  so  great  thunder  and  lightning  that  I  pro^ 
mised  myself  a  very  fair  day  after  it,  to  go  back  to 
Rotterdam  in  the  States  yacht  that  still  attended 
me.  The  morning  proved  so.;  but  towards  even*, 
ing  the  sky  grew  foul,  and  the  seamen  presaged  ill 
weather,  and  so  resolved  to  lie  at  anchor  before 
Bergen-op-Zoom,  the  wind  being  cross  and  little. 
When  the  night  was  fallen  as  black  as  ever  I  saw 
it,  it  soon  began  to  clear  up  with  the. most  violent 
flashes  of  lightning,  as  well  as  cracks  of  thunder^ 
that  I  believe  have  ever  been  heard  in  our  age  and 
climate.  This  continued  all  night,  and  we  felt 
such  a  fierce  heat  from  every  great  flash  of  light- 
ning, that  the  captain  apprehended  it  would  fire  bis 
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ship.     But  about  eight  the  next  morning  the  wind 
changed,  and  came  up  with  so  strong  a  gale  that 
we  came  to  Rotterdam  in  about  four  hours,  and 
there  found  all  mouths  full  of  the  mischiefs  and 
accidents  that  the  last  night^s  tempest  had  ocoa* 
sioned,  both  among  the  boats  and  tlie  houses,  by 
the  thunder,  lightning,  haii,  or  whirlwinds.     But 
the  day  after  came  stories  to  the  Hague,  from  all 
«  parts,  of  such  violent  effects  as  were  almost  incre* 
dible.    At  Amsterdam  they  were  deplwable,  many 
trees  torn  up  by  the  roots,  ships  sunk  in  the  har* 
bour,  and  boats  in  the  canals,  houses  beaten  down ; 
and  several  people  were  snatched  from  the  ground 
as  they  walked  the  streets,  afid  thrown  into  the 
canals.    But  all  was  silenced  by  the  relations  from 
Utrecht,  where  the  great  and  ancient  cathedral 
was  torn  in  pieces  by  the  violence  of  this  storm  $ 
and  the  vast  pillars  of  stone  that  support^  it  west 
wreathed  like  a  twisted  club,  having  been  90 
strongly  composed  and  c^miented,  as  rather  to 
si^er  sudi  a  change  of  figure,  than  break  in  pieces 
as  other  parts  of  tihe  fabric  did ;  hardly  any  church 
of  the  town  escaped  the  violence  of  this  storm,  and 
very  few  houses  without  the  marks  of  it.    Nor 
were  the  effects  of  it  less  astonishing  by  the  rda- 
tit>ns  from  France  and  Brussels,  where  the  damages 
were  infinite,  as  well  from  wbirlwii^s,  thunder, 
and  lightnings  as  from  hailstones  of  prodigious 
bigness. 

At  my  return  to  the  Hague  I  had  long  conver- 
sations with  the  Pensioner,  by  which  I  gained  the 
lights  necessary  to  discover  the  whole  piiesent  scene 
of  affiurs,  and  pulses  of  the  several  confederates  ia 
what  related  to  the  general  peace.  I  told  him  how 
much  hisMajesty  was  satisfied  with  thathe  had  lately 
made  with  tne  States;  how  much  he  was  resolv^  to 
continue  and  to  cultivate  it;  how  much  reason  he 
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had  to  be  cDirtent  with  the  J)osture  that  had  left  him 
i»  a  peace  with  all  his  neighbours,  while  they  were 
all  at  war :  that  advantages  of  commerce  from  it 
were  enough  to  make  him  trouble  himself  no  further 
about  the  pedce  of  Christendbto,  if  his  goodness 
and  piety  did  not  prevail  more  with  him  than  his 
interests ;  but  that  these,  and  the  desires  of  a  ge* 
netal  good,  had  persuaded  him  to  offer  his  media^ 
tion  in  the  present  quarrels :  that  it  had  been  al-<i 
ready  accepted  by  France ;  arid  that  the  Emperor 
and  Spain  had  answered,  they  would  consider  of 
it  in  concert  with  their  allies :  that  the  States  Am- 
bassadors at  Londoii  had  fissured  his  Ms^esty  their 
Masters  would  be  pleased  with  it,  and  doubted  not 
their  consent  that  the  treaty  should  be  at  London  ; 
and  that  thereupon  his  Majesty  had  charged  me 
with  a  letter  to  the  States  to  offer  them  his  medi- 
ation :  that  I  could  not  doubt  their  accepting  it 
with  the  best  grace  that  could  be,  for  I  knew  their 
interest  was  to  hstve  a  peace,  and  not  to  disoblige 
the  King :  that  if  his  Majesty  were  partial  to  any 
side,  they  ought  to  believe  it  would  be  to  that 
Irherein  his  own  liephew  was  so  deeply  concerned  j 
and  the  more,  because  he  offered  his  ofiSces  to- 
wards a  peace  at  a  time  when  the  advantages  and 
|ireparations  for  the  war  ran  so  high  on  the  French 
i^ide,  as  he  doubted  the  events  might  shew  if  it  con- 
tinued :  that  they  knew  his  interest  would  not  suf- 
fer him  to  see  Flanders  lost ;  and  that,  considering 
what  had  passed,  his  honour  would  not  suffer  him 
to  think  of  preserving  it  any  other  waiy  than  by 
that  of  a  peace :  that  he  would  be  glad  to  see  that 
country  left  by  the  next  peace  in  a  better  posture 
of  defence  than  it  was  by  the  last,  and  the  Spanish 
territories  lie  closer  and  rounder  than  they  were 
then  left :  that,  When  this  should  be  concluded,  his 
Majesty  would  be  ready  to  enter  into  the  strongest 
guaranties  they  could  desire,  and  might  with  bo- 
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nour  enter  into  a  war  to  preserve  it,  though  he 
could  not  to  obtain  it.  The  Pensioner  first  gave 
me  thanks  for  my  good  offices  in  the  late  peace, 
and  in  all  the  measures  of  ifriendship  that  had  in- 
terceded between  his  Majesty  and  them  since  the 
first  breach.  He  applauded  the  King's  resolution 
in  so  pious  and  generous  an  offer,  and  acknow- 
ledged his  interest  might  lead  him  to  other  dis- 
ipositions :  that  he  doubted  not  the  States  willing, 
ness  to  accept  it ;  all  the  difference  would  be  about 
the  time  and  manner  of  doing  it.  As  to  this,  he 
said,  they  could  not  do  it  without  the  communica- 
tion at  least  of  their  allies ;  but  would  immediately 
give  them  part  of  his  Majesty's  offer,  and  the  States 
dispositions  to  receive  it :  that  for  the  terms  of  a 
peace,  as  to  their  own  parts,  they  would  be  content 
to  make  his  Majesty  the  arbiter  of  it :  that  they 
had  already  recovered  all  the  towns  they  had  lost 
except  Grave  and  Maestricht,  the  last  of  which 
was  in  some  manner  engaged  to  Spain  when  it 
should  be  recovered;  and  for  the  other,  they 
doubted  not  to  have  a  good  account  of  it  very 
soon,  orders  being  already  gone  to  invest  it  But 
he  doubted  whether  their  sdlies  would  be  so  easy 
in  their  expectations  or  demands ;  and  that  it  wa» 
impossible  for  the  States  to  leave  them  who  had 
saved  their  country  from  ruin,  when  two  so  great 
Kings  had  invaded  them,  or  to  break  the  treaties 
which  they  had  made  offensive  with  the  Emperor, 
Spain,  and  Brandenburg :  that  the  terms  stipulated 
with  Spain  obliged  them  to  reduce  France  to  the 
treaty  of  the  Pyrenees ;  but  only  a  reserve  was 
made  by  one  article,  which  was,  unless  it  should 
otherwise  be  agreed  by  consent  between  them: 
that  whatever  Spain  would  be  content  with  should 
satisfy  them ;  though  they  were  both  equally  sen^ 
sible  of  the  designs  and  ambition  of  France,  as  well 
as  of  their  ill  talent  to  the  States :  that  they  could 
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never  hope  for  such  another  conjuncture,  to  reduce 
them  to  such  bounds  and  measures  as  might  be 
safe  to  their  neighbours,  and  give  quiet  to  Christ- 
endom :  that  it  was  now  an  ill  time  to  enter  into  the 
terms  of  a  peace  between  France  and  Spain,  be- 
cause he  knew  they  should  have  ill  grace  to  de- 
mand the  restitution  of  any  towns  the  Spaniards 
had  lost  in  Flanders  by  the  last  war,  and  given  up 
by  the  peace  that  succeeded  it ;  and  yet  his  Ma- 
jesty knew,  as  well  as  they,  that  without  it  a  peace 
could  neither  be  safe  for  Flanders,  nor  for  Holland, 
nor  consequently  for  England.     But  he  believed 
there  would  not  pass  many  days  before  some  de- 
cisive action  would  happen  between  the  armies, 
now  not  far  distant  in  the  field,  which  would  make 
room  for  the  negotiation  of  peace  that  might  suc- 
ceed next  winter,  in  which  his  Majesty  would  find 
the  interests  and  humours  of  a  trading  country,  as 
theirs  was,  very  strong,  and  disposed  to  press  their 
allies,  as  far  as  was  possible,  to  facilitate  so  great 
and  so  good  a  work.    And  for  the  rest  of  the  allies 
besides  Spain,  he  had  no  reason  to  suspect  any  great 
difficulties  would  arise,  so  little  having  yet  passed 
in  the  war  between  France  and  them. 

The  Pensioner  was  right  in  expecting  some  sud- 
den action  between  the  armies ;  for  about  the  mid- 
dle of  August  came  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Se-, 
neffe  between  the  confederates  under  the  command 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  French  under  the 
Prince  of  Cond6:  but  it  proved  not  an  action  so 
decisive  as  was  expected  between  two  armies  of 
so  great  force,  and  so  animated  by  the  hatred  and 
revenge  of  the  parties,  as  well  as  by  the  bravery 
and  ambition  of  the  commanders.  The  success 
of  this  fight  was  so  differently  reported  by  those  en- 
gaged in  it,  that  it  was  hard  to  judge  of  the  victory 
which  each  side  challenged,  and  perhaps  neither 
with  any  great  reason.    The  confederates  had  for 
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6ome  days  sought  a  battle  with  great  desire  and 
endeavour ;  and  the  French  avoided  it,  with  reso- 
lution not  to  fight  unless  upon  evident  advantage, 
whilst  both  armies  lay  near  Nivelle,  and  not  far  di- 
stant  from  one  another.     The  reason  of  this  was 
thought  to  be,  of  one  side,  the  ardour  of  the  young 
Prince  of  Orange  to  make  way,  by  a  victory,  into 
France  itself,  and  there  revenge  the  invasion  of 
his  country ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  his 
first  essay  of  a  pitched  battle,  against  so  great  and 
renowned  a  general  as  the  Prince  of  Conde.     On 
the  other  side,  this. old  captain  had  too  much  ho- 
nour  to  lose,  and  thought  he  had  not  enough  to 
gain,  by  entering  the  lists  with  a  Prince  of  three 
and  twenty  years  old,  bred  up  in  the  shade  of  a 
contrary  faction,  till  he  was  forced  into  the  field 
by  the  French  invasion  of  his  country.     Nor  was 
the  advantage  less  on  the  French  side  in  the  repu- 
tation of  their  troops,  than  of  their  general ;  com- 
posed of  excellent  ofiBcers,  chosen  soldiers,  exactly 
disciplined,  long  trained  for  action  before  thev  be- 
gan it,  and  now  flushed  by  the  uninterrupted  suc- 
cesses of  two  wars.  But  the  Dutch  troops,  when  the 
Prince  of  Orange  entered  upon  the  command,  were 
old  or  lazy  soldiers,  disused  with  long  peace,  and 
disabled  with  young  unskilful  officers  (chosen  by 
no  other  merit,  than  that  of  a  faction  against  the 
house  of  Orange)  then  filled  Up  when  the  war  broke 
out,  with  hasty  and  undistinguished  levies,  and  dis- 
heartened with  perpetual  losses  of  towns,  and  de- 
feats of  parties,  during  the  two  first  campaigns. 
The  Prince  of  Cond6  had  another  restraint  upon 
the  usual  boldness  of  his  nature  on  such  occasions, 
^hich  was  the  ill  posture  he  had  been  in  at  Court 
since  the  King's  reign,  and  in  regard  how  much 
more  he  would  have  to  answer  for  than  another 
man  upon  any  great  misfortune  to  his  army,  which 
must  have  lefl  the  way  open  for  the  confederates 
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to  enter  France,  unguarded  on  that  side  by  any 
strong  frontier ;  so  as  no  man  knew  what  shake  it 
might  give  to  the  greatness  of  that  Crown,  with 
the  help  of  so  great  and  general  discontents,  where- 
of this  Prince  was  thought  to  have  his  share. 

Upon  these  dispositions  in  the  Generals  the  bat- 
tle was  for  some  time  industriously  sought  and 
avoided :  till  the  Prince  of  Orange,  believing  there 
was  no  way  of  coming  to  a  battle,  but  by  the  siege 
of  some  place  that  might  be  thought  worth  the 
venture  to  relieve,  broke  up  and  marched  away  to- 
wards Seneffe ;  his  army  divided  into  three  parts, 
whereof  the  German  troops  under  the  Count  de 
Souches  had  the  van,  the  Spanish  under  Prince 
Vaudemont  the  rear,  and  the  Dutch  under  Count 
Waldeck  the  main  body ;  with  whom  the  Prince 
inarched,  and  commanded  the  whole  confederate 
army. 

The  Prince  of  Cond6  observing  their  march, 
which  was  not  far  from  one  side  of  his  retrench- 
ments ;  and  that,  by  the  straitness  of  some  pas- 
isages  they  were  forced  to  file  off  in  small  lines, 
istaid  till  the  vanguard  and  main  body  were  over 
one  of  these  passes,  and  the  rear  beginning  to  en- 
ter upon  it;  when  he  drew  out  his  men,  and  fell  with 
great  fierceness  upon  the  rear  of  the  Spaniards, 
broke  them  with  great  slaughter,  and  not  much  re- 
sistance, took  their  baggage,  several  standards,  and 
many  prisoners  of  note.  The  Prince  of  Orange, 
upon  notice  of  the  French  march  towards  the  Spa- 
nish troops,  had  sent  three  squadrons  back  to  their 
assistance,  with  all  the  diligence  that  could  be ; 
but  the  Spaniards,  already  broken,  brought  the 
Dutch  into  disorder  by  falling  in  among  them  ;  and 
the  French  pursuing  with  great  bravery,  broke  the 
Dutch  squadrons  to  pieces,  killing  or  taking  all 
their  commanders,  and  several  standards. 

If  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  contented  himself 
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with  this  success  and  execution,  he  had  left  no 
dispute  of  a  victory ;  but,  lured  on  by  the  hopes 
of  one  more  entire,  and  belief  the  Dutch,  whom  he 
esteemed  the  worst  troops,  would  not  stand  after 
the  Spaniards,  and  a  great  part  of  their  own,  were 
wholly  routed,  he  followed  the  chace,  and,  draw- 
ing out  his  whole  army  upon  them,  brought  it  to 
a  set  battle,  which  was  more  than  he  intended.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Prince  of  Orange,  marching  to 
the  relief  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  squadrons  he  had 
3ent,  was  at  first  enveloped  by  his  own  flying  men, 
whom  he  could  neither  stop  by  words  nor  blows, 
by  promises  nor  reproaches ;  till  joining  the  rest 
of  his  own  forces  that  stood  firm,  and  the  Impe- 
rialists coming  up  to  enforce  tliem,  the  battle  be- 
gan with  as  great  fury  as  any  has  been  fought  in 
the  whole  course  of  the  wars,  continued  so  for 
about  eight  hours  till  sun-set,  and  about  two  hours 
after  by  m(K)n-light,  till,  that  failing  too,  the  fight 
ended,  rather  by  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  than 
the  wearinesis  or  weakness  of  either  side.  The 
Prince  of  Orange,  in  the  whole  course  of  this  ac- 
tion,, gave  all  orders  with  such  prudence,  and  ob- 
servance of  all  advantages,  led  up  his  several  squa- 
drons with  that  bravery,  made  such  bold  stands 
against  his  own  broken  troops,  as  well  as  against 
ithe  fierceness  of  their  pursuers,  for  six  hours  to- 
gether, in  the  hottest  of  the  fire ;  sometimes  charg- 
ing into  the  midst  of  the  enemies,  sometimes  over- 
borne  by  his  own  that  fled,  till  he  rallied  them  and 
led  them  back  to  the  charge  •,  exposed  to  more 
danger  than  most  private  soldiers  in  the  field  ;  so 
that  the  old  Count  de  Souches,  in  his  letter  to  the 
{states  upon  this  occasion,  told  them,  that,  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  action,  the  Prince  had  shewed 
the  conduct  of  an  old  experienced  commander, 
and  the  valour  of  a  Caesar ;  and  indeed  his  allies, 
bis  friends,  and  his  enemies  agreed  in  giving  him 
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equal  glory  from  this  adventure.  But  he  had  more 
from  none  than  from  tlje  Prince  of  Conde's  testi* 
mony,  that  he  had  done  like  an  old  captain  in  all,  hut 
only  in  venturing  himself  too  much  like  a  young 
man.  Yet  this  old  general  had  done  the  same  in  this 
day's  action,  as  much  as  the  youngest  cavalier  in 
his  army  could  do,  when  he  found  the  battle  fought 
so  desperately,  and  all  at  stake ;  whereas  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  nothing  could  have  given  vigour  to  the 
Dutch  troops,  after  the  first  rout,  but  the  repeated 
examples  and  dangers  of  the  Prince,  and  shame  of 
not  following  such  a  leader  in  all  the  desperate 
charges  he  made  that  day,  which  both  the  gene- 
rals seemed  resolved  to  die  rather  than  to  lose. 

As  the  numbers  were  not  much  different  when 
the  fight  began,  so  were  those  esteemed  that  fell 
in  this  battle,  and  to  reach  to  about  six  or  seven 
thousand  on  either  side ;  but,  of  the  French,  many 
more  officers  and  gentlemen  than  was  usual  in  pro- 
portion to  the  common  soldiers.  When  the  night 
parted  the  armies,  the  French  retired  back  to  their 
former  quarters,  and  next  morning  the  confede- 
rates marched  to  that  which  they  designed  when 
they  broke  up  the  day  before.  The  allies  claimed 
the  victory,  because  they  were  last  upon  the  field ; 
and  the  French,  upon  carrying  away  the  greatest 
number  of  prisoners  and  standards :  but  whoever 
had  the  honour,  they  both  felt  the  loss. 

After  the  repair  necessary  in  each  camp  upon 
this  sharp  encounter,  each  army  took  the  field 
again,  and  gave  a  general  expectation  of  another 
battle  before  the  campaign  ended :  the  Prince  of 
Orange  sought  it  all  he  could  ;  but  the  Prince  of 
Conde  chose  and  fortified  his  encampments  so,  as 
not  to  be  forced  to  one  without  apparent  disad- 
vantages,  and  contented  himself  to  observe  the 
motions  of  the  allies,  to  preserve  the  towns  of  the 
French  conquests  in  Flanders,  and  prevent  any  in- 
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vasion  of  France,  which  was  designed  this  summer 
with  great  confidence  by  the  confederate  armies, 
both  on  this  side  and  that  in  Alsace,  but  with  equsd 
disappointment ;  unless  it  were  to  Monsieur  Sta- 
remburg,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign, 
complaining  of  the  wine  at  the  Prince's  table,  the 
Prince  told  them  he  would  make  them  drink  good 
wine  in  Champagne  before  the  summer  ended. 
He,  who  loved  it  well,  desired  the  Prince  to  be  as 
good  as  his  word ;  was  afterwards  taken  at  the 
battle  of  Seneffe,  and  carried  to  Rheims,  with  se- 
veral Dutch  officers ;  where,  sitting  down  to  din- 
ner, and  finding  the  wine  excellent,  he  drank  the 
Prince's  health,  and  said  he  would  trust  him  as 
long  as  he  lived,  for  he  had  kept  his  word,  and 
made  them  drink  good  wine  in  Champagne. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  finding  no  other  way  of 
action,  sat  down  before  Oudenarde  in  September, 
and  had  his  end  of  drawing  the  Prince  of  Conde 
out  of  his  cautious  marches,  who  came  immedi- 
ately to  relieve  it,  and  fight  the  allies  before  they 
were  ready  to  give  an  assault  to  the  town.  Upon 
sight  of  the  French  army,  the  Prince  of  Orange 
called  a  council  of  war,  and  proposed  to  draw  out 
and  attack  them  immediately,  before  they  were 
rested  after  their  hard  day*s  march.  The  l^ani- 
ards  were  content,  but  Count  Souche^  would  not 
agree  to  it ;  and  so  this  occasion  was  lost,  and  with 
such  discontent  among  the  chief  ofiScers,  that  next 
day  the  Germans  left  the  trenches,  and  marched 
away  about  a  league,  and  left  room  to  the  French 
to  put  what  relief  they  pleased  into  the  town. 
Upon  this  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  forced  to  rise 
too,  with  the  rest  of  his  army ;  and  upon  confe- 
rences with  the  Count  de  Monterey,  as  well  as 
Souches,  resolved  to  leave  the  greatest  part  of  the 
Dutch  forces  with  the  Count,  and  with  the  rest  io 
go  himself  and  press  the  siege  of  Grave.    And 
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here  began  those  dissentiops  among  the  chief  cap- 
tains of  the  confederates,  that  continued  to  ruin 
their  designs,  and  proved  so  fatal  to  them  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  war ;  and,  against  all  appear^ 
aaces,  made  good  the  Spanish  proverb,  that  liga 
nunca  coje  grandes  pcuvaros  [birdlime  never  catches 
great  birds],  the  same  word  signifying  a  league 
and  birdlime,  and  meaning,  that  as  this  never 
catches  great  birds,  so  the  other  never  makes  great 
conquests,  though  it  often  does  great  defences : 
yet  these  first  divisions  were  endeavoured  to  be 
cured,  by  the  Emperor's  recalling  the  Count  de 
Souches,  ^nd  Spain  the  Count  de  Monterey,  who 
were  both  thought  to  have  maimed  the  actions  of 
this  campaign,  or,  at  least,  not  to  have  seconded, 
as  they  might  have  done,  the  Prince  of  Orange's 
vigour,  in  pursuing  them  to  other  sorts  of  successes 
than  it  ended  with.  This  Prince,  having  failed  of 
what  he  proposed  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards,  was 
resolved  to  free  his  own  country  from  the  last  mark 
of  their  intended  servitude  before  this  season  ended. 
Grave  was  the  last  town  the  French  held  in  any  of 
the  Seven  Provinces,  and  had  been  kept  as  a  ma- 
gazine both  of  what  had  been  taken  in  the  other 
places,  and  was  not  easily  carried  away  when  they 
quitted  them ;  so  as  there  was  above  three  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  in  the  town,  a  very  full  and  brave 
garrison,  composed  of  the  best  troops,  and  all  that 
could  be  added  to  the  fortifications  of  the  place, 
after  the  French  took  it,  though  it  was  before 
counted  one  of  the  best  the  Dutch  had.  It  had 
been  invested  a  month  before,  yet  the  Prince 
&>und  the  siege  but  little  advanced  at  his  arrival ; 
and  the  Dutch  soldiers  so  rebutted  with  the  brave 
defence  from  within,  that  nothing  could  have  car- 
ried the  place  at  this  season,  being  about  the 
middle  of  October  when  the  Prince  arrived,  but 
the  same  humour  of  leading  on  his  men  himself 
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whenever  they  shrunk,  which  can  never  be  toa 
much  praised  nor  too  much  blamed  in  this  Prince ; 
because,  as  his  country  and  allies  would  have  had 
no  general  if  they  had  lost  him,  so  they  would 
have  had  no  army  if  they  had  not  ventured  him. 
In  short,  by  this  and  his  usual  application  and  vi- 
gour, as  well  as  the  common  methods  of  such 
sieges,  he  took  Grave  by  the  end  of  October,  with 
equal  glory  to  himself,  and  satisfaction  to  all  the 
provinces ;  and  returned  to  the  Hague  about  the 
middle  of  November,  after  having  disposed  his 
forces  in  their  winter-quarters. 

With  the  Prince  of  Orange  returned  most  of  the 
general  officers  to  the  Hague,  and  among  the  rest 
old  Prince  Maurice  of  Nassau,  who,  as  the  Prince 
told  me,  had,  with  the  greatest  industry  that  could 
be,  sought  all  occasions  of  dying  fairly  at  the  battle 
of  Seneffe,  without  succeeding,  which  had  given 
him  great  regrets ;  and  I  did  not  wonder  at  it, 
considering  his  age,  of  about  seventy-six,  and  his 
long  habits  both  of  gout  and  stone.  When  he 
came  to  visit  me  upon  his  return,  and  before  he 
went  to  his  government  of  Cleve,  it  came  in  n^y 
head  to  ask  him  an  idle  question,  because  I  thought 
it  not  very  likely  for  me  to  see  him  again,  and  I 
had  a  mind  to  know,  from  his  own  mouth,  the  ac- 
count of  a  common,  but  much  credited  story,  that 
I  had  heard  so  often  from  many  others,  of  an  old 
parrot  he  had  in  Brasil,  during  his  government 
there,  that  spoke,  and  asked,  and  answered  com- 
mon questions  like  a  reasonable  creature ;  so  that 
those  of  his  train  there  generally  concluded  it  to 
be  witchery  or  possession  ;  and  one  of  his  chap- 
lains, who  lived  long  afterwards  in  Holland,  would 
never  from  that  time  endure  a  parrot,  but  said, 
they  all  had  a  devil  in  them.     I  had  heard  many 

{)articulars  of  this  story,  and  assured  by  people, 
lard  to  be  discredited,  which  made  me  ask  Prince 
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Maurice  what  there  was  in  it  ?  He  said,  with  his 
usual  plainness  and  dryness  in  talk,  there  was 
something  true,  but  a  great  deal  false  of  what  had 
been  reported.  I  desired  to  know  of  him  what 
there  was  of  the  first  ?  He  told  me  short  and  coldly, 
that  he  had  heard  of  such  an  old  parrot  when  he 
came  to  Brasil ;  and  though  he  believed  nothing 
of  it,  and  it  was  a  good  way  off,  he  had  so  much 
curiosity  as  to  send  for  it :  that  it  was  a  very  large 
and  a  very  old  one ;  and  when  it  came  first  into 
the  room  where  the  Prince  was,  with  a  great  many 
Dutchmen  about  him,  it  said  presently.  What  a 
company  of  white  men  are  here  ?  They  asked  it 
what  he  thought  that  man  was,  pointing  at  the 
Prince  ?  it  answered.  Some  general  or  other. 
When  they  brought  it  close  to  him,  he  asked  it, 
D*ou  venez  votts  ?  [whence  come  you]  ?  it  an- 
swered, De  Maragnan  [from  Maragnan].  The 
Prince,  A  qui  estes  votes  ?  [To  whom  do  you  be- 
long] ?  The  parrot,  A  vn  Portugais.  [To  a  Por- 
tuguese].    The  Prince,  Quefais-tu  Id  ?  [What  do 

}^ou  there  ?3  The  parrot,  Je  garde  les  poulets.  [I 
ook  after  the  chickens].  The  Prince  laughed, 
and  said,  Vom  gardez  les  poulets  ?  [You  look  after 
the  chickens]  ?  The  parrot  answered,  Ouy^  i^oy^  Sf 
Je  le  scay  Men  faire  ;  [Yes  I,  and  I  know  how  to 
do  it  well] }  and  made  the  chuck  four  or  five  times 
that  people  use  to  make  to  chickens  when  they 
call  them.  I  set  down  the  words  of  this  worthy 
dialogue  in  French,  just  as  Prince  Maurice  said 
them  to  me.  I  asked  him  in  what  language  the 
parrot  spoke  ?  and  he  said.  In  Brasilian.  I  asked 
whether  he  understood  Brasilian  ?  he  said,  No ; 
but  he  had  taken  care  to  have  two  interpreters  by 
him,  one  a  Dutchman  that  spoke  Brasilian,  and 
•the  other  a  BrasUian  that  spoke  Dutch.  That  he 
asked  them  separately  and  privately,  and  both  of 
them  agreed  in  telling  him  just  the  same  thing 
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that  the  parrot  satid.  I  could  not  but  tell  this  odd 
story,  because  it  iis  so  much  out  of  the  way,  and 
f5:om  the  first  hand,  and  what  may  pass  for  a  good 
one ;  for  I  dare  say.  this  Prince  at  least  believed 
himself  all  he  told  me,  having  ever  passed  for  si 
very  honest  atid  pious  man.  I  leave  it  to  natu- 
ralists to  reason,  atld  to  other  men  to  believe  as 
they  please  Updn  it :  howevet*,  it  is  not  perhaps 
amiss  to  relieve  or  enliven  a  busy  sceftie  Sometimes 
iiirith  such  digressions,  whether  to  the  {^u^dse  ot 
not. 

Before  I  enter  tipon  the  negotiatiolis  of  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  a  short 
view  of  the  actions  of  the  several  armies,  and  dis» 
positions  of  the  parties,  in  other  places  as  Well  ar 
in  the  Low-Countries,  since  all  contributed  to  the 
different  hutnours  that  aippeiared  at  the  Hagu^ 
about  the  peace,  which  was  indeed  the  present 
scene  of  that  affair,  as  well  from  his  Majesty's  me- 
diation, as  the  great  weight  of  the  States  iii  the 
Confederacy ;  but  chiefly  from  the  pterson  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  seemed  to  be  the  spirit  or 
genius  of  the  whole  alliance,  and  for  whom  the 
rest,  as  well  as  the  States  themselves,  had  so  great 
trust  and  deference :  for  several  of  their  Ministers 
made  no  difficulty  to  tell  me,  upon  iriany  occa* 
sions,  that  their  Masters  would  not  have  entered 
into  the  present  engagements  they  wfefe  iii^  had  it 
not  been  more  upon  the  confidencef  \h^^  had  of 
the  Prince's  personal  honour  aiid  ju^ice,  than 
either  the  forces  or  the  usual  conduct  ctf  the  States 
Genera^  especially  in  what  concerned  the  foreigft 
treaties  and  negotiations. 

In  Rousillon  little  passtd  off  importance  between 
the  forces  there :  the  thoughts  of  both  Crowns 
Were  bent,  on  that  side,  more  upon  reducing  or 
relieving  Messina,  that  had  made  an  absolute  re- 
volt from  Spain,  and  endeavoured  to  gain  protec- 
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tion  from  France,  which  was  not  difficult  in  this 
conjuncture,  as  that  which  might  not  only  give  a 
great  diversion  to  the  Spanish  forces,  but  open  a 
way  for  the  French  into  the  conquest  of  Sicily,  and 
hew  designs  upon  Naples,  which  had  been  the 
dtage  of  so  many  great  wars  between  the  houses  of 
France  and  Arragon. 

In  Germany  the  Prince-Electors  Palatine,  Mentz, 
and  Triers,  had  entered  into  league  with  the  Em* 
peror  for  the  defence  of  the  German  liberty  against 
all  strangers.  France  was  so  enraged  against  the 
Elector  Palatine  upon  these  measures  he  had  taken, 
that  M ons.  Turenne,  at  the  head  of  a  French  army, 
marched  into  his  country,  and  made  such  cruel 
ravages  in  it^  and  so  unusual  to  that  general's  com- 
mon procedures,  that  the  Elector  sent  him  a  chal- 
lenge ;  which  Mons.  Turenne  answered  he  could 
Hot  accept  without  his  Master's  leave,  but  was 
ready  to  meet  him  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  against  any  that  be  and  his  new  allies  would 
bring  together. 

This  Prince,  spited  at  the  helpless  ruin  of  his 
country,  proved  the  greatest  incentive  among  the 
German  Princes  this  summer  to  join  their  forces, 
in  order  to  some  vigorous  action  against  France  on 
that  side.  The  Duke  of  Lunenburg  engaged  first, 
and  afterwards  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg,  in  the 
common  cause  of  the  Empire's  being  invaded. 
Strasburg  was  prevailed  with  to  throw  off  the  neu- 
trality they  had  enjoyed  since  the  war  began,  and 
declare  for  the  Empire  in  this  quarrel.  The  new 
Bishc^  of  Munster  entered  into  the  same  measures, 
and  all  together  made  a  considerable  force  that 
they  brought  into  the  field,  on  the  other  side  the 
Rhine,  about  the  end  of  August  or  beginning  of 
September.  The  old  Duke  of  Lorrain  joined  them 
with  his  troops :  the  Duke  of  Lunenburg  was  there 
in  person ;  and  the  Elector  Palatine  had  the  com- 
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mand  of  the  army.  They  were  divided,  as  well 
as  the  Imperial  officers,  w  hether  they  should  enter 
upon  any  considerable  action  or  no  till  the  Duke 
of  Brandenburg  came  up,  who  was  upon  his  march 
at  the  head  of  a  very  considerable  army,  that  joined 
the  confederates  in  October.  This  gave  great 
hopes  and  designs  of  entering  either  Lorrain  or 
Burgundy,  or  taking  Brisac,  or  at  least^JJaberne 
and  Haguenau,  and  thereby  securing  their  winter* 
quarters  in  Alsace.  Monsieur  Turenne  played  a 
defensive  game,  with  a  small  army,  and  ill  bandied 
by  the  sickness  of  the  season.  France  was  nt  such 
a  pinch  for  men,  or  fear  of  an  irruption  iqto  their 
country  from  Flanders  or  Alsace,  that  they  called 
their  ban  and  arriere  ban^  the  assembling  whereof 
had  been  long  disused,  and  in  a  manner  antiquated* 
However,  with  some  of  these  new  troops,  and  a 
reinforcement  from  Flanders  after  the  battle  of 
Seneffe,  Monsieur  Turenne,  by  plain  force  of  skill, 
and  that  admirable  science  in  the  cd^uct  of 
war,  which  no  captain  of  his  age  could  dispute  with 
him,  prevented  and  disappointed  every  one  of  the 
confederates  designs,  without  ever  coming  to  a 
set  battle,  though  not  without  several  sharp  fights 
of  part  of  the  forces,  upon  necessity  or  advantage : 
so  that  the  winter  ended  with  the  allies  quitting 
the  last  point  they  pretended,  and  would  have  been 
indeed  decisive  in  the  issue  of  this  campaign, 
which  was  the  German  army's  quartering  m  Al- 
sace, and  other  parts  on  that  side  the  Rhine. 
The  most  considerable  loss  or  event  of  this  cam- 

?aign  upon  the  Rhine  was  the  death  of  the  young 
'rince  of  Brandenburg,  who  died  about  the  end 
of  it  at  Strasburg,  of  a  fever  so  violent  and  preci- 
pitate, as  gave  occasion  for  the  usual  suspicions 
and  discourses  that  attend  the  death  of  such  young 
Princes  as  give  great  hopes  and  fears  to  their  ene- 
mies and  friends.    This  was  the  more  considered. 
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&T  a  particular  and  intimate  friendship  between 
him  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who,  though  cousin^ 
germans,  and  engaged  in  one  common  cause,  were 
yet  nearer  joined  by  likeness  of  humours  than  of 
interest,  and  by  the  ties  of  personal  kindness  than 
of  blood ;  and  I  never  knew  the  Prince  of  Orange 
more  sensible  of  any  misfortune  that  happened  ta 
him  thj^  of  this. 

In  all  the  encounters  mentioned  on  this  side,  no 
forces  were  oftener  seen  or  more  felt,  or  gained 
naore  honour  for  their  firmness  and  bravery,  than 
the  English  regiments  still  remaining  in  the  French 
service,  to  whom  the  Germans  attributed  wholly 
Monsieur  Turenne's  successes,  as  he  did  a  great 
deal  himself.  But  the  divisions  among  the  Princes 
that  made  up  the  confederate  armies  miay  justly 
be  said  to  have  had  all  the  merit  that  was  not  per- 
sonal in  Monsieur,  Turenne ;  who  was  certainly 
allowed  by  all  that  compared  them  to  be  the 
greatest  Gaptain  by  much  of  his  age,  in  the  course 
of  a  war  or  conduct  of  a  campaign ;  though  the 
Prince  of  Cond6  was  thought  greater  in  a  day  of 
battle,  both  as  to  the  disposal  and  order  of  an 
army,  vigorous  enterprize,  and  sharp,  as  well  as 
pertinent  resolutions  ifpon  all  sudden  emergencies, 
to  which  the  course  and  chance  of  a  battle  is  every 
way  subject. 

For  Sweden  and  Denmark,  they  were  not  yet 
entered  into  the  lists,  but  seemed  now  upon  the 
point  of  taking,  party.  Sweden  had  acted  the  part 
of  a  mediator  ever  since  the  breaking  up  of  the 
treaty  at  Cologne,  both  by  their  Ambassador  at 
Vienna  and  at  the  Hague,  who  plied  both  these 
Courts  with  very  long  and  frequent  memorials  to 
that  purpose  during  this  whole  summer ;  but  they  ^ 

had  been  as  hard  plied  themselves  all  that  time  by 
the  practices  and  advantages  offered  by  France, 
both  to  that  Crown  and  the  chief  Ministers,  to  en- 
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gage  tlieiil  in  the  war.    Nothing  seemed  id  like^ 
to  determine' theiA,  as  the  treaty  aikl  expedition  of 
the  Duke  of  Brandenburg  on  th^  confederate  Side, 
which  laid  open  his  country  to  the  invasion  of 
Sweden,  and  gave  them  a  pretence  of  a  breach,  in 
that  Prince,  of  the  treaties  between  thetn^  in  mak- 
ing war  against  France  without  the  consent  of  the 
Swedes.     Therefore,  as  soon  as  he  was  gone  to^ 
Wards  the  Rhine  with  all  the  strength  of  his  forces, 
the  Swedes  drew  the  best  and  great^&st  pftrt  ei 
theirs  into  Pomerania ;  and  as  the  Duke  of  Bras-* 
denburg  advanced  in  the  tcommon  designs  agaitiM 
Finance,  so  Sweden,  without  declaring  war,  pur- 
sued their  measures  with  that  Crown,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  had  drawn  their  forces  intothe 
Brandenburg  countiy,  though  without  attempt 
npon  any  places,  and  eveh  with  pretence  at  first 
of  paying  for  their  quurters,  which  wus  reckoned 
iipon  as  short-lived  among  'soldiei's  in  Anoth^ 
Princess  country.,  whether  iriend  or  ettemy.    Thfe 
Jpresent  effect  oi  thid  inroad  was  the  ending  of  an- 
other pretence  of  that  Crown,  which  was  that  of 
mediation,  and  so  devolving  that  figure  whblly 
upon  his  Majesty ;  and  on  the  otheir  side  givit^ 
hopes  to  the  confederates  of  engaging  Denmark 
on  their  side,  if,  for  no  other  reason,  yet  upon  that 
old  one  among  them,  of  being  always  opposite  to 
Sweden,  and  their  interest  or  allies. 

A«  soon  as  the  Prince  came  to  the  Hague  I  at- 
tended him,  and,  after  compliments  passed^  I  ac- 
iquainted  him  with  what  his  Majesty  had  command- 
ed me  of  his  personal  tindness  and  esteena  for  hi* 
Highness ;  or'  his  resolutions  to  xAserve  and  culti- 
vate his  present  friendship  with  the  StAtes^  and  de- 
sire to  see  a  general  peace  restored  to  Christendom, 
in  which  he  intended  to  Act  wholly  in  concert  with 
his  Highness,  whose  opinion  as  to  the  thing,  tod 
the  conditions  most  necessary  for  his  Highne^  to 
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insist  OH)  he  very  much  desired  td  understand  as 
soon  and  as  fully  as  he  could.  The  Prince  answer- 
ed me  with  expressions  of  duty  and  kindness  to  his 
Majesty,  aiid  desires  of  a  near  conjunction  between 
the  two  nations,  which  he  thought  alone  could 
make  his  Majesty  safe  at  home  and  abroad.  For 
the  peace,  he  said,  though  he  could  make  many 
complaints  of  the  conduct  both  of  the  Spaniards 
and  Imperialists  since  their  treaties ;  yet  the  States 
could  npt,  with  any  faith  or  honour,  make  a  sepa-' 
Hte  peace,  upon  any  terms  that  France  could  offer 
them:  that  a  general  peace  could  not  be  made 
without  leaving  Flanders  in  a  posture  of  defending 
itself  upon  any  new  or  sudden  invasion,  against 
which  no  guaranties  could  secure  it :  that  Spain 
could  not,  upon  any  exchange,  quit  the  country  of 
Burgundy,  or  Cambray,  nor  any  thing  in  Flanders ^ 
beyOnd  the  treaty  of  the  Pyrenees,  unless  it  were 
Aire  and  St.  Omer. .  This,  he  said,  was  his  opi- 
nion ;  but  if  he  might  know  the  King's,  and  find  it 
at  all  consistent  with  the  safety  of  his  country,  and 
his  own  honour  towards  his  allies,  he  would  do  all 
he  could  to  bring  it  about,  as  he  had  already  done 
the. point  of  his  Majesty's  mediation,  which  was 
accepted  both  at  Madrid  and  Vienna.  I  toldhim^ 
that  the  King,  having  been  the  author  and  gua- 
rantee of  the  peace  at  Aix,  and  not  having  yet 
$een  the  French  beaten  out  of  any  town  that  was 
given  them  by  that  treaty,  could  with  ill  grace 
propose  any  thing  to  France  beyond  those  terms. 
Unless  it  S^exQ  upon  some  equivalent.  He  replied 
resolutely^  It  were  better  going  on  with  the  war, 
let  it  last  as  long  and  cost  as  much  as  it  would : 
thM  his  Majesty  might,  if  he  pleased,  induce  France 
to  whatever  he  thought  just ;  and  could  iiever  shew 
him  sO  much  kindness,  as  to  bring  him  out  of  thid 
war  with  honour :  if  he  would  not,  it  must  go  on 
till  some  ehaiige  happened  in  the  condition  of  the 
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parties,  to  make  the  peace  more  necessary  onv" 
one  side  or  other:  how  it  would  fall  out  he  could> 
not  tell,  and  must  leave  it  to  God,  but  he  thought 
they  had  as  fair  a  game  as  the  French:  that  he 
was  sure  they  might  have  been  absolutely  beat- 
en at  Seneffe,  if  the  Count  de  Souches  had  so 
pleased,  and  have  had  a  fair  blow  for  it  again  at 
Oudenarde :  that  he  was  sure  Germany  could  fur- 
nish more  and  better  men  than  France,  and  they 
were  now  in  a  manner  united  in  the  common  de- 
fence ;  and  he  hoped  the  Emperor's  counsels  and 
conduct  would  not  be  so  betrayed  as  they  had  been ; 
that,  however,  he  must  perform  what  his  own  ho- 
nour, as  well  as  that  of  the  States,  was  engaged  in 
to  their  allies,  let  it  cost  what  it  would. 

I  imagined  in  what  he  said  of  the  Emperor's 
counsels,  he  reflected  upon  the  business  of  Prince 
Lakowitz,  whose  disgrace  made  so  great  noise  about 
this  time,  and  with  particulars  so  extraordinary  of 
the  French  practices  in  that  Court,  that  they  were 
very  hard  to  believe,  and  very  uncertain  to  know  at 
that  distance,  and  even  at  Vienna  itself;  and  there- 
fore I  would  not  enter  into  them  with  the  Prince, 
nor  shall  I  here,  as  being  foreign  to  this  present 
scene. 

There  was  one  point  more  I  entered  into  with 
the  Prince,  which  was  upon  occasion  of  the  many 
discontented  persons  in  England,  at  the  course  of 
the  last  Ministry  and  war,  who  were  suspected  to 
have  trjnkled,  at  least  with  Holland,  about  raising 
seditions,  and  perhaps  insurrections  in  England,  if 
the  war  continued,  and  the  Dutch  fleets  should  ap- 
pear upon  our  coasts,  which  were  like  to  be  un- 
guarded the  next  summer,  by  the  straits  his  Ma- 
jesty was  in  for  money  to  set  out  a  fleet.  It  was 
believed,  among  many  others,  my  Lord  Shaftsbury 
was  one  that  had  of  late  played  this  game  ;  who, 
having  been  as  deep  as  any  qian  in,  jtho  counsels  of 
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the  C^bal,  and  gone  so  far  in  the  public  applause 
of  them,  as,  in  a  speech  in  Parliament,  to  have  ap- 
plied the  delenda  Carthago  [Carthage  must  be  de« 
5troyed]  to  our  interest  in  the  destruction  of  Hol- 
land ;  yet  when  he  saw  the  Parliament  and  nation 
sullen  upon  it,  and  that  the  King  could  not  pur- 
sue it  with  so  much  ill  humour  in  both,  he  turned 
.«hort  upon  the  Court  and  the  rest  of  the  Cabal,  fell 
in  with  the  popular  humour  in  the  city,  as  well  as 
Parliament,  decried  the  present  designs  and  con- 
duct, though  with  the  loss  of  his  Chancellor's  place, 
and  was  believed  to  manage  a  practice  in  Holland 
for  some  insurrection  here.  I  told  the  Prince  what 
the  King  suspected  of  some  of  his  subjects,  withr 
out  naming  any ;  how  much  service  it  would  be  to 
his  Majesty  to  know  them  more  certainly,  and  how 
kind  it  would  be  in  his  Highness  to  discover  them* 
The  Prince  was  stanch,  and  said,  he  was  sure  the 
King  would  not  press  him  upon  a  thing  so  much 
against  all  honour,  as  to  betray  men  that  professed 
to  be  his  friends.  I  gave  his  Majesty  an  account 
of  all  that  passed  between  the  Prince  and  me, 
which  was  thought  at  Court  both  cold  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  stiff  as  to  the  peace ;  and  I  had  no  re- 
turns or  orders  upon  it ;  but  within  a  week  or  ten 
days  I  had  notice,  that  my  Lord  Arlington  and  my 
Lord  Ossory  intended  to  make  a  turn  into  HoUand, 
•with  Monsieur  Odyke  and  his  two  sisters,  to  make 
a  visit  to  their  friends  at  the  Hague ;  and,  about 
the  beginning  of  December,  they  arrived  in  the 
King's  yachts,  but  without  any  sort  of  character, 
or  show  of  business. 

My  Lord  Arlington  brought  me  a  letter  from 
the  King,  written  all  with  his  own  hand ;  and  telU 
ing  me  he  had  sent  him  to  set  right  some  important 
points  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Prince,  which 
ought  not  to  lie  longer  in  doubt ;  recommending 
io  me  all  the  assistance  I  could  give  him,  and  as 
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suring  me  of  his  Majesty's  confidence  and  kind'- 
riess.  llis  Lordship  brought  the  most  ample  ere- 
dential  likewise  that  could  be,  from  his  Majesty  to 
the  Prince,  who  still  gave  me  part  of  all  that  pass* 
fed  between  them,  with  as  much  openness  and  free- 
dom as  the  other  did  with  coldness  and  reserve ; 
and  thereby  lent  me  many  lights  that  I  could  not 
otherwise  have  had,  to  discover  the  mystery  of  this 
journey  and  affair,  which  was,  in  great  part,  a  se- 
cret to  my  Lord  Treasurer  himself,  whom  yet  his 
Majesty  was  thought  to  trust  at  that  time,  as  much 
as  he  had  ever  done  any  of  his  Ministers. 

My  Lord  Arlington,  who  hadl)een  at  the  head 
of  those  measures  that  the  King  entered  into,  du- 
ring the  ministry  of  the  Cabal  and  the  war  with 
Holland,  in  conjunction  with  France,  found  him- 
self something  discredited  with  his  Master,  upon 
the  ill  issue  of  that  affair,  and  the  necessities  which 
forced  him  to  a  separate  peace,  both  from  the  wants 
of  his  Treasury,  and  discontents  of  his  Parliament 
and  people  in  general.  By  the  degrees  this  Lord's 
favour  declined,  the  Earl  of  Danby's  increased, 
who  succeeded  my  Lord  Clifford  in  the  Treasury, 
which  had  ever  been  my  Lord  Arlington's  ambi-* 
tion.  This  gave  him  an  implacable  envy  and  ha- 
tred against  my  Lord  Danby;  which  no  ofSces  of 
friendship 'COuld  ever  allay.  He  was  not  well  with 
the  nation  for  having  had  such  a  part  in  breaking 
the  course  of  the  triple  alliance,  and  making  that 
with  France  for  the  ruin  of  Holland,  and,  as  was 
commonly  thought,  for  some  ends  more  displeas- 
ing at  home.  Yet,  when  the  ill  humour  of  the 
Parliament  had  broken  the  designs  of  the  Cabal, 
and  made  my  Lord  Shaftsbury  shift  his  sails,  and 
fall  into  the  popular  stream,  my  Lord  Arlington 
had  gone  so  far  upon  the  same  scent,  as  to  join  with 
the  Duke  of  Ormpnd  and  Secretary  Coventry,  to 
persuade  the  King  to  remove  the  Duke  wholly 
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pease  the  discont^ts  af  the  Parliament  Mpon  spm^ 
Jealousies  the  late  conduct  of  9ifair9  hsid  rs^ised 
among  them.    By  this  counsel  my  Lord  Arlingtoq 
had  very  much  offended  the  Duke ;  ftnd,  finding 
himself  ill  with  his  Royal  Highness,  with  th^  Ps^rr 
liament,  and  every  day  declining  in  credit  with  the 
King,  he  thought  there  was  no  way  of  I'etrievipg 
his  game,  but  by  making  himself  the  iQ^trument 
of  some  secret  and  close  measures  that  rnigh^  b^ 
taken  between  the  King  and  the  Prince  of  Or^nge> 
He  first  infused  into  his  Majesty  the  necessity  and 
advantage  of  sudi  a  negotiation,  and  thep  t^at  of 
his  bdng  employed  in  it^from  the  interest  hi^Lady'§ 
Iriends  and  Kindred  in  Holland  would  b^able  tq 
give  him,  as  well  as  from  the  credit  of  having  beeij 
ISO  long  in  the  secret  of  the  King's  ^ff^ivs,  and  ug 
best  able  to  give  them  such  colours  as  might  ren* 
der  th^  late  conduct  of  them  less  disagrees^hle  to 
the  Prince*   Though  be  professed  gre^it  ffi^dship 
to  me,  yet  he  represented  mfr  ^s  unlikelj^  to  b^ 
treated  with  such  a  confidence  from  th^  Prinze  as 
was  requisite  in  this  affair,  for  having  been  so  in- 
timate with  Monsieur  de  Witt*  in  tay  former  env- 
h^ssy;  and  gave  the  Prince's  unwillingness  to  see 
me  during  the  campaign,  as  a  testimony  of  his  d^s^ 
like  or  at  least  indifferency  to  me«     I}.e  proposed 
going  over  with  all  the  auxiliaries  thc^t  wer^  like  tp 
be  of  any  succour  in  this  expedition  j  carrying  not 
only  my  Lady  Arlington^  but  Madam  Beverwaert 
her  sister,  who  had  something  in  hey  humour  and 
conversation  very  agreeable  to  the  Prince;  Sir 
Gabriel  Sylvius,  who  took  himself  to  be  in  great 
credit  in  iJiat  Court,  where  be  had  served  Tpng, 
and  particularly  with  Monsieur  Bentipck;  npr  was 
it  forgot  to  carry  over  Dr.  Durel,  as  a  man  fit  to 
practise  Monsieuir  de  Marast>  a  French  Minister^ 
w)io  wa§  thought  to  have  ci-edit  with  thq  l^fince  j 


fi96  Memoirs  from  1672  to  \61p. 

and  my  Lord  Ossory  was  known  to  have  a  greit 
part  in  his  kindness  and  esteem,  as  well  from  hk 
marriage  into  the  Beverwaert  family,  as  from  his 
bravery,  so  much  applauded  in  all  actions  where 
he  had  been,  which  was  a  quality  loved  by  the 
Prince,  though  employed  against  him. 

My  Lord  Danby  had  been  made  to  believe,  that 
a  letter  from  the  Prince  to  Monsieur  Odyke,-  then 
one  of  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  in  England,  had 
given  occasion  for  this  journey,  as  if  the  Prince  had 
desired  some  person  there  from  the  King,  with 
whom  he  might  enter  into  the  last  confidence;  but 
the  Prince  assured  me  there  was  no  such  thing, 
and  that  Monsieur  de  Ruvigny,  the  French  Mi- 
nister at  London,  had  more  part  in  this  journey 
than  he,  or  perhaps  any  body  else ;  and  that  all  tl^ 
endeavours,  used  towards  a  peace,  came  from  that 
side. 

However  instructed,  at  least  thus  accompanied, 
my  Lord  Arlington  came  to  the  Hague ;  where  he 
told  me,  ai  our  first  meeting,  that  he  came  over  to 
set  right  some  things  between  the  King  and  the 
Prince,  that  he  doubted  were  amiss  ;  and  to  settle 
a  perfect  kindness  and  confidence  between  them 
for  the  time  to  come :  that  to  do  this  he  must  go 
to  the  bottom  of  the  sore,  and  rake  into  things 
past,  which  was  an  unpleasant  work,  and  which  I 
could  not  do,  as  having  no  part  in  the  King's 
business  during  that  time  wherein  the  Prince  took 
his  offence  at  our  counsels :  that  the  King  had 
chosen  him  for  this  office,  because  he  could  best 
justify  his  Mjuesty*s  intentions  towards  his  Highi* 
ness,  in  the  whole  course  of  that  afiair :  that  for  the 
peace,  though  his  Majesty  desired  it,  yet  he  would 
hot  meddle  in  it,  unless  the  Prince  of  himself  made 
any  overtures  about  it,  but  would  only  endeavour 
to  give  the  Prince  what  lights  he  could,  as  to  the 
st^te  of  things  in  general,  and  what  he  might  hope 
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from  his  allies,  as  well  as  from  France  :'that,  if  the 
Prince  made  no  advances  to  him  upon  it,  be  would 
let  it  fall,  and  leave  it  in  m^  hands,  to  be  pursued 
by  the  orders  I  should  receive :  that  he  knew  very 
ivell,  such  a  commission  as  his  might  look  unkind, 
if  not  injurious,  to  another  Ambassador,  and  that 
he  would  not  have  come  if  any  other  had  been 
here  $  but  the  King,  as  well  as  he,  reckoned  so  far 
upon  the  friendship  between  us,  that  they  were 
both  confident  of  my  being  easy  in  it,  and  giving 
him  any  assistance  he  should  want  from  me,  which 
he  would  acquaint  me  with  as  the  matter  proceed- 
ed. He  said  besides.  That,  after  having  fought 
the  King's  battle  with  the  Prince,  he  must  fight  an- 
other of  his  own,  who  did  not  deserve  the  coldness 
his  Highness  had  of  late  expressed  to  him ;  and 
•when  this  was  done,  all  his  business  was  ended 
here,  and  the  rest  would  be  only  seeing  his  friends, 
and  finding  some  diversions  from  a  new  scene :  that 
he  desired  I  would,  according  to  the  forms,  bring 
him  and  my  Lord  Ossory,  the  first  time,  to  the 
Prince,  and  after  that  they  would  see  him  no  more 
in  ceremony,  nor  give  me  that  trouble. 

I  told  his  Lordship  I  was  very  glad  to  see  him, 
let  his  business  be  what  it  would :  that  I  should  be 
gladder  yet  that  the  King's  business  should  be 
done,  let  it  be  by  whom  it  would,  but  much  more 
that  it  might  be  by  him :  that  for  setting  matters 
right  between  the  King  and  the  Prince,  1  thought 
it  the  best  office  could  be  done  them  both :  that 
jTor  the  way  he  mentioned  of  raking  into  the  sore, 
and  fighting  battles  in  defence  or  justification  of 
what  was  past,  I  knew  not  what  to  say  to  it,  but 
would  leave  it  to  his  own  prudence;  but  from 
what  I  knew  in  particular,  of  the  Prince's  humour 
and  thoughts,  whatever  he  did  of  that  sort,  I  be- 
lieved, should  be  very  gentle,  and  not  go  too  deep; 
and,  for  my  own  part,  was  always  of  opinion,  that 
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expostulations  were  veiy  apt  to  end  well  betweeik 
lovers,  but  ill  between  friends :  that  I  would  send 
to  the  Prince  for  an  hour;  and,  when  I  had  brought 
bim  to  his  Highness,  I  would  leave  him  there  after 
the  first  entrances  were  past,  and  desired  no  other 
part  in  this  affair,  than  what  he  thought  necessary 
to  give  me ;  whenever  he  did,  I  should  serve  him 
the  best  I  could,  in  so  good  an  endeavour ;  and 
for  the  rest,  I  should  leave  the  field  free  to  my 
Lord  Ossory  and  him,  while  they  staid  at  the 
Hague,  as  to  all  that  was  secret :  as  to  the  rest,  I 
desired  they  would  make  what  use  they  pleased  of 
me  and  my  house. 

My  Lord  Arlington  took  all  I  said  very  well ; 
said,  it  was  not  necessary  I  should  leave  them,  after 
I  had  introduced  them  to  the  Prince,  but  in  such 
a  manner  as  I  saw  he  would  not  dislike  it,  or  bave 
any  body  thought  to  have  any  part  in  the  successes 
he  expected :  so  next  morning  I  brought  them  to 
the  Prince,  and,  after  a  quarter  of  an.  hour^s  stay, 
left  them  together.  The  Prince  would  have  had 
me  stay,  but  my  Lord  Arlington  said  not  a  word ; 
and  I  pretended  some  letters  pressed^  me,  and  so 
weiit  away,  and  never  saw  them  together  any  nK)re 
while  they  staid  at  the  Hague,  unless  at  dinner, 
or  in  mixed  and  public  company. 

The  truth  is^  I  was  not  the  worse  entertained, 
during  the  course  of  this  adventure ;  for  my  Lord 
Arlington  told  me  every  day  what  he  thought  fit, 
of  all  that  passed  between  them ;  and  the  Prince 
told  me,  not  only  the  thing,  but  the  manner  of  it, 
which  was  more  important  than  the  matter  itself; 
for  this  had  no  effect,  but  the  other  a  great  deal, 
and  that  lasted  long.  My  Lord  Arlington  told  me 
much  of  his  expostulations,  and  with  what  good 
turns  of  wit  he  had  justified  both  the  King's  part 
ip  the  late  war,  and  bis  ovfi^  i  but  that  upon  all  he 
fiound  the  Prince  dry  and  sullen,  or,  at  the  best^ 
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uneasy,  and  as  if  he  wished  it  ended :  that  upon 
discourse  of  the  state  of  Christendom,  and  what 
related  to  the  war  he  was  engaged  in,  he  made  him 
no  overtures  at  all,  nor  entered  further,  than  that 
the  King  might  bring  him  out  of  it  with  honour  if 
be  pleased,  and  with  safety  to  Christendom;  if  not, 
it  must  go  on  till  the  fortunes  of  the  parties  chan- 
ging, made  wayfor  other  thoughts,  than  hebelieved 
either  of  them  had  at  this  time :  that  this  might 
happen  after  another  campaign,  which  none  but. 
his  Majesty  could  prevent,  by  inducing  France  to 
such  terms  as  he  thought  just  and  safe  for  the  rest 
of  Christendom. 

This  was  the  sum  of  what  my  Lord  Arlingtcm 
pretended  to  have  passed  in  three  long  confe- 
rences; after  which  it  grew  so  uneasy  between 
them,  that  he  told  me  he  had  absolutely  given  it 
over,  and  would  not  say  a  word  more  of  business 
while  he  was  there,  and  attended  his  Majesty's 
orders,  after  the  return  of  his  dispatches,  but  would 
divert  himself  in  the  mean  time  as  well  as  he  could, 
see  the  Prince  as  often  as  he  pleased  at  dinner,  ot* 
in  company,  but  ask  it  no  more  in  private,  unless 
the  Prince,  of  himself,  desired  it ;  and,  upon  the 
whole,  gave  all  the  signs  of  being  equally  disap^ 
pointed  and  discontented  with  the  success  of  this 
undertaking. 

The  Prince,  on  the  other  side,  told  me  with  what 
arrogance  and  insolence  my  Lord  Arlington  had 
Entered  upon  all  his  expostulations  with  him,  both 
upon  the  King's  chapter  and  his  own :  that  it  was 
^ot  only  in  the  discourses  of  it,  as  if  he  pretended 
to  deal  with  a  child,  that  he  could  by  his  wit  make 
believe  what  he  pleased ;  but  in  the  manner  hb 
said  all  upon  that  subject,  it  was  as  if  he  had  taketi 
himself  for  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  him  for  my 
Lord  Arlington :  that  all  he  said  was  so  artificial^ 
and  giving  such  false  colours  to  things  every  body 
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knew^  that  he  that  was  a  plain  man  could  not  bear 
it,  and  was  never  so  weary  of  any  conversation  in 
his  life*  In  short,  all  the  Prince  told  me  upon  it 
looked  spited  at  my  Lord  Arlington,  and  not  v^ 
much  satisfied  with  the  King's  intentions  upon  this 
errand ;  though  he  said  he  was  sure  his  Majesty 
never  intended  he  should  treat  it  in  the  manner 
he  had,  if  he  remembered  that  he  was  his  nephew, 
though  nothing  else. 

After  the  first  conversations,  my  Lord  Arlington 
«taid  near  six  weeks  in  Holland,  either  upon  con- 
trary winds  to  return  his  dispatches,  or  to  carry 
him  away,  often  at  dinner  with  the  Prince  at  Court, 
or  at  Count  Waldeck's,  or  Monsieur  Odyke's,  or 
with  me  putting  on  the  best  humour  and  counte- 
nance, anecting  the  figure  of  one  that  had  nothing 
of  business  in  his  head,  or  in  the  design  of  his  jour- 
ney, but  at  heart  weary  of  his  stay  in  Holland,  and 
unwilling  to  return  with  no  better  account  of  his 
errand ;  and,  as  it  proved,  he  had  reason  for  both. 

I  found  the  Pensioner  and  Count  Waldeck 
thought  that  the  bent  of  my  Lord  Arlington  was 
to  draw  the  Prince  into  such  measures  of  a  peace  as 
France  then  so  much  desired ;  into  a  discovery  of 
those  persons  who  had  made  advances  to  the  Prince 
or  the  States  of  raising  commotions  in  England 
during  the  late  war ;  into  secret  measures  with  the 
King  of  assisting  him  against  any  rebels  at  home, 
as  well  as  enemies  abroad ;  and  into  the  hopes  or 
designs  of  a  match  with  the  Duke's  eldest  daughter: 
though  they  said  he  found  the  Prince  would  not 
enter  at  all  into  the  first,  was  obstinate  against  the 
second,  treated  the  third  as  adisrespect  to  the  King, 
to  think  he  could  be  so  ill  beloved,  or  so  imprudent, 
to  need  it ;  and,  upon  mention  made  of  the  last  by 
my  Lord  Ossory,  he  took  no  further  hold  of  it  than 
sajdng,  his  fortunes  were  not  in  a  condition  for  him 
to  thmk  of  a  wife. 
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Thus  ended  this  mystical  journey,  which  I  have: 
the  rather  unveiled,  because,  perhaps,  no  other 
could  do  it ;  nor  I,  without  so  many  several  lights 
firom  so  many  several  hands  ;  and  because,  though, 
it  brought  forth  no  present  fruits,  yet  seeds  were, 
then  scattered,  out  of  which  sprung  afterwards 
some  very  great  events. 

My  Lord  Arlington  returned,  was. received  but 
coldly  by  the  King,  and  ill  by  the  Duke,  who  was 
angry  that  any  mention  had  been  made  of  the  Lady 
Mary,  though  it  was  done  only  by  my  Lord  Ossory, 
and  whether  with  order  from  the  King,  or  no,  was 
not  known  :  so  as  never  any  strain  of  Court  skill 
and  contrivance  succeeded  so  unfortunately  as  this 
had  done,  and  so  contrary  to  all  the  ends  the  aur 
tfaor  of  it  proposed  to  hiinself.  Instead  of  advan-> 
cing  the  peace,  he  left  it  desperate;  instead  of 
establishing  a  confidence  between  the  King  and 
the  Prince,  he  left  all  colder  than  he  found  it ;  in- 
stead of  entering  into  great  personal  confidence 
and  friendship  with  the  rrince,  he  left  an  unkind- 
ness  that  lasted  ever  after;  in^ead  of  retriev- 
ing his  own  credit  at  Court,  which  he  found  wa- 
ning upon  the  increase  of  my  Lord :  Danby's,  he 
made  an  end  of  all  he  had  left  with  the  King,  who 
never  after  used  him  with  any  confidence  further 
than  the  forms  of  his  place ;  and  found  my  Lord 
Treasurer's  credit  with  the  King  more  advanced 
in  six  weeks  he  had  been  away,  than  it  had  done 
in  many  months  before. 

Whatever  was  the  occasion,  France  had  this 
winter  an  extreme  desire  of  a  peace ;  and  left  no 
ways  unattempted  to  obtain  it,  that  might  not  too 
much  discover  the  need  they  had  of  it.  I  sup- 
pose they  might  apprehend  what  the  confederates 
reckoned  upon,  with  perhaps  too  much  assurance ; 
that,  if  they  could  gain' one  battle,  they  should 
certainly  enter  France ;  and,  if  ever  they  did,  th.e 
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ill  humours  grown  under  this  Ikte  governibent 
would  certainly  break  out»  and  make  way  for  idl 
the  successes  and  ravages  they  proposed  to  them** 
selves ;  or,  at  least,  for  such  terms  of  a  peace  bA 
would  leave  all  the  neighbours  of  that  Crown  in 
safety  and  at  quiet.  A  talk  was  set  on  foot  of  a 
marriage  between  Monsieur's  eldest  daughter  and 
the  King  of  Spain,  in  the  heat  of  the  war :  a  sus- 
pension of  arms  was  proposed  at  Vienna  by  Count 
Oxenstiem  the  Swedish  Ambassador ;  and  the  send* 
ing  Plenipotentiaries  immediately  after  to  treat  the 
peace,  with  offers,  iti  case  this  were  agreed  to,  that 
the  aflair  of  Prince  William  of  Furstemburg  should 
be  te^ited  till  the  end  of  the  treaty,  and  pasqiorts 
shoula  be  granted  for  the  Duke  of  Lorrain's  Mini^ 
sters,  upon  which  difficulties  had  been  made :  prac** 
tices  were  used  with  the  Princes  of  Brandenburg 
and  Lunenburg,  to  disjoin  them  from  the  commcHi 
alliance,  and  a  particular  intelligence  Was  held  bd^ 
tween  the  Marshal  d'Estrades  and  one  who  had 
been  Pensioner  of  Maestricht,  who  communicated 
all  his  letters  to  Xhe  Pensioner  Fagel :  but  the  sum 
of  all  was  instances  for  a  separate  peace  between 
France  and  Holland ;  a  breach  of  their  measures 
with  the  House  of  Austria,  and  return  of.  the  old 
ones  with  France,  towards  which  they  offered  all 
the  advantages  that  could  be  to  the  States  iti  point 
lof  commerce,  and  all  the  personal  ones  that  could 
be  desired  by  a  Prince  of  Orange. 

But  the  Prince  was  unmoveable.in  the  point  of 
not  leaving  his  allies ;  though  he  began  to  foresee 
he  was  like  to  play  a  hard  game  with  them  next 
summer  in  the  field,  and  perhaps  a  harder  with  the 
people  at  home,  who  grew  impatient  for  a  peace, 
both  upon  the  cruel  taxes  the  war  had  raised,  and 
itpon  the  present  decay  of  trade,  as ;  well  as  appre- 
hension, tnat,  with  longer  continuance  of  the  war, 
it  would  run  so  far  into  a  new  channel  by  England 
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«s  never  to  be  retrieved*  Upon  these  considera* 
tio&s  the  Prince  resolved  to  make  one  efibrt  to-^ 
wards  a  peace  with  honour  before  this  season  end- 
ed,  and  made  all  further  thoughts  of  it  give  way 
to  the  actions  of  the  apptoaching  campaign.  His 
scheme  was  this.  That  a  match  snouldbe  madebe* 
tween  the  King  of  Spain  and  Mademoiselle :  thiU; 
France  should  give  with  her  in  dowry  the  late  con« 
quered  j^laces  in  Flanders ;  that  the  King  should 
make  this  match,  and  upon  these  terms ;  and  that 
be  should  have  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  for 
bis  good  offices  in  it.  By  this  means  a  peace  would 
be  made  with  safety  to  Spain  and  to  Holland,  by 
securing  again  the  frontiers  of  Flanders ;  with  ho^ 
Hour  to  France,  who  parted  with  the  conquere4 
towns  onlv  as  dowry  to  a  daughter  of  France ;  with^ 
out  any  blemish  to  the  Prince's  honour  or  fiiith  in 
his  alliances ;  and  with  honour  aUd  profit  both  to 
his  Majesty,  which  last  was  thought  no  unwelcomt 
circumstance  at  that  time  in  our  Court. 

This  the  Prince  and  Pensioner  having  digested 
the  best  way  they  could,  and  deduced  to  me^  de« 
sired  me  to  propose  to  the  King,  as  the  only  way 
of  making  tne  peace  he  so  mufch  desired ;  as  li 
thing  they  were  sure  he  could  do,  and  that  France 
<M>uld  not  deny  him  if  he  would  press  it ;  and  as 
the  last  degree  of  favour  his  Majesty  could  expresi 
td  the  Prince,  who  could  no  other  way  come  out  * 
of  this  war  with  honour.  Tliey  desired  me  to 
iwrite  it  to  the  King  himself,  and  that  nothing 
might  be  said  of  it  to  any  other  person,  till  his 
Majesty  should  return  me  his  opinion  upon  it. 

I  did  so  by  two  letters  to  the  King,  but  had  na 
hopes  given  me  that  it  would  be  efiected :  wh(^ther 
France  took  the  desires  of  the  Prince  for  an  argu^ 
ment  of  his  being  weary  of  the  war,  or  that  he 
found  the  people  were  so ;  or  whether  they  would 
4Mt  end  the  war,  without  breaking  theforce  and 
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confidence  of  the  present  alliance,  or  (as  the  Prince.r 
thought)  without  leaving  Flanders  open  for  an- 
other invasion,  when  some  better  conjuncture 
should  make  way  for  it;  or  whether  the  revolt  of, 
Messina  had  given  them  hopes  of  disabling  Spain, 
by  drawing  their  forces  on  that  side,  and  disposing, 
them  to  a  peace  by  this  wound  in  a  part  so  tender, 
and  that  might  spread  so  far  into  Italy ;  or  whether, 
they  had  now  absolutely  engaged  the  Crown  of 
Sweden  to  enter  into  the  war,  and  believed  that, 
by  the  impression  that  Crown  would  make  in  Po- 
merania,  they  might  not  only  recal  the  Duke  of 
Brandenburg  and  his  forces  from  the  Rhine,  but, 
if  they  succeeded,  might  so  alarm  the  Empire  oii 
that  side,  as  to  break,  or  very  much  weaken  any 
conjunction  of  their  forces  next  summer  on  this 
side  the  Rhine.  However  it  was,  this  attempt  of 
the  Prince  failed,  and  so  all  further  thoughts  of  a 
present  peace  ended,  and  left  me  only  to  pursue 
the  cold  scent  of  a  mediation  in  the  common  forms, , 
while  the  preparations  were  niaking  on  all  sides  for 
a  warm  summer  in  the  field. 

The  Prince  this  February  went  into  Guelder- 
land,  to  establish  the  new  magistracy  there,  ac- 
cording to  his  office  of  Stadtholder.  Whilst  he 
was  there,  the  deputies  of  that  province,  by  una- 
nimous consent,  made  him  an  offer  of  the  sove* 
reignty  of  that  country,  with  the  ancient  title  of 
Duke  of  Gueldfrland,  which  they  pretended  had 
been  formerly  in  s.ome  of  his  ancestors.  The  Prince 
said,  he  would  give  them  no  answer  upon  an  afiair 
of  such  moment  without  first  advising  with  th^ 
other  provinces.  He  immediately  writ  to  those  of 
Holland,  Zealand,  and  Utrecht,  to  communicate 
this  offer  to  them,  and  demand  their  advice  upon 
it.  Zealand  returned  theirs  against  his  accepting 
it ;  grounding  it  upon  the  jealousies  it  might  raise 
in  the  other  provinces,  and  inconsistence  of  it  with 


Memoirs  from  167^  to  1679.  303 

the  constitutions  of  their  union,  which  left  none  of 
the  provinces  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  their  sove- 
reignty without  consent  of  the  rest.  Utrecht  re- 
turned their  answer  with  advice  to  accept  it.  Hol- 
land was  longer  depending,  upon  the  delays  ne- 
cessary in  running  the  circle  of  so  many  towns : 
so  that,  before  it  was  concluded,  the  Prince,  upon 
receiving  the  advice  of  Utrecht,  returned  them 
immediately  his  answer,  with  notice,  that  he  had 
excused  himself  to  the  States  of  Guelderland,  from 
accepting  the  offer  they  had  made  him. 

Nothing  could  more  employ  the  busy  heads  of 
this  time,  than  the  course  of  this  affair ;  some  at- 
tributing it  to  the  ambition  of  the  Prince,  and  pre- 
saging the  same  design  upon  the  rest  of  the  pro- 
vinces ;  others  laying  it  to  the  charge  of  some  of 
his  young  counsellors ;  others  to  a  design  of  sound- 
ing the  humour  of  the  provinces,  and  of  having  the 
honour  to  refuse  it,  after  they  should  all  have  ad- 
vised him  to  accept  it,  as  it  was  believed  they 
would  do.  For  my  own  part,  I  can  say  nothing  of 
it  with  certainty,  haying  never  seen  the  Prince 
while  it  was  upon  the  anvil,  nor  discoursed  with 
him  upon  this  subject  either  before  or  after:  but 
if  it  were  an  ambition  bent  upon  the  sovereignty 
of  the  rest  of  the  provinces,  as  well  as  Guelder- 
land, it  was  a  design  very  different  from  all  his 
proceedings  in  the  course  of  the  war,  when  France 
had  proposed  it  to  him  with  all  the' advantages  and 
support  that  could  be ;  and  as  different  from  what 
he  had  ever  seemed  to  understand,  and  to  be  as 
much  persuaded  of  as  any  man.  That  a  sovereign 
Prince  in  Holland  would  certainly  and  soon  ruin 
the  trade,  and  consequently  the  riches  and  great- 
ness, of  that  State,  and  leave  a  Prince  of  it  with^ 
out  power  or  consideration  in  the  world ;  whereas 
the  Princes  of  Orange,  in  the  post  they  have  held 
for  four  generations,  have  entered  into  wars  and 
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treaties  with  a  regard  and  weight  equal  to  most 
of  the  Kings  of  Christendom.  For  young  coun- 
sellors that  were  thought  to  have  engaged  the 
Prince  in  this  adventure,  I  cannot  speak  with  more 
certainty  than  of  the  intention ;  but  I  am  sure,  if 
they  were  in  it,  they  were  not  alone  j  for  none 
doubts  of  Monsieur  Fagel's  having  been  for  it ; 
and  Monsieur  Beveming,  who  was  ever  thought 
as  stanch  a  patriot  as  any  man  among  them,  told 
me  himself,  that  he  had  advised  the  Prince  to  ac- 
cept of  it ;  which  I  believe  he  would  not  have  done, 
if  he  had  foreseen  any  danger  from  it  to  his  coun- 
try. But  whether  the  Prince  or  his  friends  had  the 
part  that  was  commonly  thought  in  the  first  over- 
ture, it  is  certain  an  interest  of  the  deputies  and 
magistrates,  as  well  as  nobles,  of  Guelderland  had 
a  share  in  it  too.  For  whereas  this  is  the  first  pro- 
vince in  the  union,  and  abounds  with  nobles  more 
than  all  the  rest ;  yet,  by  reason  of  their  poverty 
from  a  barren  soil,  and  want  of  trade,  they  are  less 
considered  than  several  other  provinces,  and  their 
voice  has  been  in  a  manner  swallowed  up  by  that 
of  Holland,  who,  by  their  trade  and  riches,  have  a 
great  influence  upon  those  of  Guelderland.  The 
deputies  of  this  province  finding  themselves  yet 
less  considerable  in  the  union  than  they  were  be- 
fore the  war,  which  had  extremely  impoverished 
their  country  during  the  French  conquests,  thought 
there  was  no  way  of  recovering  such  a  considera- 
tion in  the  State,  as  suited  with  the  rank  and  dig* 
nity  they  held,  but  devolving  the  sovereignty  of 
their  province  upon  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Be- 
sides, many  of  the  nobles  there,  having  pretences 
for  themselves  or  their  friends  in  the  military  em- 
ployments, thought  to  make  their  court  to  the 
Prince,  upon  whom  those  charges  depended,  by  ad- 
vancing such  a  proposition :  and  this  was  certainly 
a  great  ingredient  into  the  first  conception  of  it ; 


Memoirs  from  1672  to  l€79.  307 

but  whether  connived  at,  or  seconded  by  the  Prince 
or  his  friends,  or  with  what  aims  or  instructions,  I 
cannot  say  \  and  so  leave  it  as  a  mushroom  that 

f^rew  up  suddenly,  and  as  suddenly  withered,  and 
eft  no  sign  where  it  had  grown. 

At  the  Prince's  return  to  the  Hague  in  March 
1675,  I  received  a  letter  from  his  Majesty's  own 
hand,  telling  me  of  some  advices  given  him,  That 
the  Prinde  intended  to  come  Qver  into  England 
against  the  approaching  session  of  parliament ;  and 
commanding  me  to  hinder  it,  as  if  his  Majesty  be- 
lieved the  thing*  I  adventured  to  assure  the  King 
there  could  be  nothing  of  it  before  I  saw  the  Prince, 
but  when  I  did,  I  pretended  not  to  have  had  it  from 
his  Majesty,  but  that  I  heard  such  a  thing  had  been 
whispered  to  him.  He  said.  Yes ;  and  he  believed 
by  iLord  Arlington,  who  had  sometimes  talked  of 
that  journey  after  the  peace  should  be  made ;  how- 
ever it  came,  he  was  sorry  the  King  should  believe 
it ;  that  he  was  his  Majesty's  servant,  and,  if  he 
could  do  him  no  service,  he  would  at  least  do  him 
no  harm :  but,  if  the  King  would  be  otherwise  pos- 
sessed, he  could  not  help  it ;  yet  he  desired  me  io 
assure  him,  there  had  never  been  any  ground  for 
such  a  report.  In  the  afternoon  the  Prince  came 
to  me,  and  told  me  in  great  heat,  he  had,  since  he 
saw  me,  received  the  most  impertinent  letter  from 
Lord  Arlington  that  ever  was  upon  that  subject, 
treating  it  as  a  resolution  certain  and  intended  for 
raising  heats  in  the  Parliament,  and  commotions  in 
the  kingdom ;  telling  him,  it  was  like  to  prove  but 
an  ill  mendship  between  the  King  and  him,  if  it 
was  to  be  made  dcoup  de  Aatom  [ with  blows^ ;  and 
putting  him  in  mind,  Qu^ily  a  desplayes  chez  vous, 
qui  saigneront  encore  si  Pon  y  met  la  mcm^  [That 
there  are  some  wounds  among  you,  which  will 
bleed  afresh  if  they  be  but  touched.]   The  Prince 
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said  he  knew  well  enough  what  Lord  Arlington 
meant  by  that  expression,  for  he  had  told  Monsieur 
Van  Rheede  in  England,  when  he  went  over  upon 
the  first  motions  of  the  last  peace,  that  the  King 
could  make  the  Prince  be  served  as  De  Witt  was, 
if  he^  would  set  himself  about  it.  Upon  this  he  fell 
into  the  greatest  rage  that  ever  I  saw  him  in,  against 
my  Lord  Arlington,  calling  this  proceeding  mali- 
cious and  insolent ;  saying,  he  would  write  to  him 
what  he  deserved,  but  never  have  any  thing  more 
to  do  with  him  beyond  common  forms ;  that,  since 
he  knew  not  how  to  trust  the  King's  Ministers,  he 
would  write  to  the  King  himself,  and  desired  me 
to  convey  his  letters  so  as  they  might  come  to  no 
other  hand. 

Soon  after,  Count  Waldeck  went  to  Vienna  to 
concert  the  actions  of  the  next  campaign,  where 
Count  Montecuculi  was  appointed  to  command  the 
Imperial  forces  instead  of  the  Duke  de  Bournon- 
ville ;  and  the  Count  de  Souches  was  sent  away  in- 
to a  government  in  Hungary.  In  March  the  Elec- 
tor of  Brandenburg  came  to  Cleves  upon  the  same 
concert,  where  he  was  met  by  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  the  Marquis  de  Grana,  the  Emperor's  Mini- 
ster :  but  the  main  point  debated  here,  was  thought 
to  be  the  defence  necessary  to  be  made  in  Pome- 
rania  against  the  Swede,  who  began  now  to  throw 
off  the  mask,  to  ravage  the  country,  and  to  attack 
some  places  necessary  for  their  quarters.  The  mo- 
ney likewise  paid  that  Court  from  France  at  Ham- 
bufgh  had  been  so  public  and  so  avowed,  that  hone 
furrier  doubted  of  a  sudden  and  open  rupture  from 
that  CroWn.  Whereupon  the  States  sent  to  Mon- 
sieur Ehernstein  (then  Swedish  Ambassador  at  the 
Hague,  and  who  would  have  kept  still  the  figurie 
of  a  mediator),  to  put  in  no  more  memorials  to  the 
States  upon  that  occasion  j  since  they  could  not  re- 
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ceive  them  from  a  Minister,  whose  Prince  had 
openly,  and  without  cause,  attacked  one  of  their 
allies. 

At  this  time  arrived  an  Ambassador  from  Den- 
mark at  the  Hague,  to  try  what  advantages  his 
Master  could  make  of  this  present  conjuncture,  by 
terms  of  entering  into  the  alliance  against  France 
and  Sweden.  And,  all  things  being  thus  in  the 
highest  fermentation,  a  sudden  damp  fell  upon  the 
whole  mass  of  these  great  affairs  by  the  sickness'of 
the  Prince  of  Orange ;  which  shewed  him  to  be  the 
spring  that  gave  motion  to  all  the  other  wheels; 
for  while  his  illness  lasted,  and  the  event  was  doubt- 
ful, all  was  in  suspense,  and  none  of  the  parties  en- 
gaged seemed  to  have  other  motions  or  sentiments 
than  what  were  raised  by  the  hopes  or  fears  of  so 
important  a  life.  After  some  days  fever,  it  proved 
the  small-pox,  which  had  been  very  fatal  in  his  fa- 
mily, and  gave  the  greater  apprehensions  to  his 
friends,^  and  his  country,  who  expressed  indeed  a 
strange  concernment  upon  this  occasion,  by  a  per- 
petual concourse  of  people  to  enquire  after  every 
minute's  progress  of  his  illness.  Whilst  it  lasted, 
he  had  taken  a  fancy  hardly  to  eat  or  drink  any 
thing  but  what  came  from  my  house,  which  the 
people  often  took  notice  of  as  it  passed ;  and  though 
perhaps  few  foreigners  have  had  the  luck  to  be  bet- 
ter thought  of  or  used  in  a  strange  country,  than 
we  had  ever  been  in  Holland;  yet  several  of  our 
Dutch  friends  told  us,  that,  in  case  any  thing  fatal 
happened  to  the  Prince  from  this  disease,  they  be- 
lieved the  people  would  pull  down  our  houses,  and 
tear  us  all  in  pieces,  upon  knowing  what  he  took 
in.  his  sickness  came  from  our  hands.  God  be 
thanked  all  passed  without  any  bad  accident,  though 
ill  symptoms  at  first;  and  his  recovery,  next  to  the 
blessing,  of  God,  was. owing  to  the  great  evenness 
of  his  temper,. and  constancy  of  mind,  which  gave 
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way  to  no  impressions  or  imaginations  that  use  to 
be  of  so  ill  consequence  in  that  disease ;  so  that  it 
passed  in  the  common  forms ;  and  within  twenty 
days  he  was  abroad,  and  fell  into  the  present  busi- 
ness of  the  scene,  amon^  which  the  preparation  for 
the  campaign  was  the  chief* 

I  cannot  here  forbear  to  give  Monsieur  Ben- 
tinck  the  character  due  to  him,  of  the  best  servant 
I  have  ever  known  in  Prince's  or  private  family. 
He  tended  his  Master,  during  the  whole  course  of 
his  disease,  both  night  and  day;  nothing  he  took 
was  given  him,  nor  ne  ever  removed  in  his  bed,  by 
any  other  hand ;  and  the  Prince  told  me,  that  whe- 
ther he  slept  or  no  he  could  not  tell,  but,  in  six- 
teen days  and  nights,  he  never  called  once  that  he 
was  not  answered  by  Monsieur  Bentinck,  as  if  hfe 
had  been  awake.  The  first  time  the  Prince  was 
well  enough  to  have  his  head  opened  and  combed, 
Monsieur  Bentinck,  as  soon  as  it  was  done,  begged 
of  his  Master  to  give  him  leave  to  go  home,  for  he 
was  able  to  hold  up  no  longer :  he  did  so,  and  fell 
immediately  sick  of  the  same  disease,,  and  in  great 
extremity ;  but  recovered  just  soon  enough  to  at- 
tend his  Master  into  the  field,  where  he  was  ever 
next  his  person. 

The  campaign  happened  to  begin  later  than  it 
used  to  do  on  the  French  side ;  both  from  tlie  ex- 
pectation what  the  Prince's  sickness  would  end  in, 
and  from  some  commotions  succeeding  one  an- 
other about  this  time  in  Guyenne  and  Britany, 
upon  occasion  of  the  imposts  or  gabels,  which  drew 
some  of  the  French  forces  into  those  parts.  But 
when  those  troubles  were  ended,  as  they  were  by  an 
unusual  strain  of  lenity  and  clemency  in  composing 
them,  all  imaginable  endeavours  were  used  to  pre- 
pare in  France  for  the  campaign :  the  King  intend- 
ed to  attack  Flanders  at  the  head  of  all  the  choice 
of  his  forces,  and  with  the  greatest  vigour  and  im- 
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pression  he  could  make  this  year  upon  the  Spanish 
Netherlands ;  yet  the  King  pretended  to  be  but  a 
volunteer  in  the  army,  of  which  he  declared  the 
Prince  ofConde  General,  whether  to  put  the  great- 
est compliment  he  could  on  so  great  merit,  or  to 
hinder  his  brother  from  making  difficulty  of  acting 
under  that  Prince's  orders.  And  Monsieur  de  Tu- 
renne  was  to  be  employed  in  Alsace,  to  attend  and 
amuse  as  much  as  he  could  the  German  army,  for 
fear  of  giving  the  King  too  much  diversion  in 
Flanders ;  and  this  with  orders  to  act  by  concert 
with  Count  Wrangelj  General  of  the  Swedish  forces 
in  Pomerania,  who  gave  hopes  of  marching  so  far 
into  Germany  as  to  concert  his  actions,  or  at  least 
motions,  with  those  of  Monsieur  de  Turenne.  On 
the  other  side,  the  confederates  were  as  busy  in 
their  provisions  against  these  designs.  The  Elect- 
or of  Mentz  was  drawn  to  throw  off  the  remainders 
of  his  neutrality,  and  to  receive  the  Imperial  troops 
into  his  tovms,  as  Strasburg  had  done ;  and  prac- 
tices were  set  on  foot  to  change  the  temper  of  the 
Court  of  Bavaria,  with  hopes  of  success.  Monte- 
cuculi  prepared  to  come  down  into  Alsace  with  the 
army  of  the  Emperor  and  the  adjoining  circles :  and 
the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  came  to  the  Hague 
after  the  Prince  of  Orange's  illness,  where  treaties 
were  concluded  with  the  King  of  Denmark's  Mi- 
nisters,  and  renewed  with  the  Duke  of  Lunenburg. 
After  which  the  Elector  went  immediately  away  to 
the  relief  of  his  own  subjects  and  country,  then  in- 
vaded  and  spoiled  by  the  open  hostility  of  the  Swe- 
dish forces.  Whilst  he  was  at  the  Hague,  the  com- 
pliments passed  in  form  between  us,  but  without 
visit  or  interview,  though  the  Elector  desired  and 
pursued  it  with  more  instance  than  I  well  under- 
stood :  for  he  sent  his  Minister  at  the  Hague  first 
to  me,  and  afterwards  engaged  the  Prince  himself 
to  endeavour  it,  by  finding  some  expedient  in  the 
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difficulties  of  ceremony,  or  else  by  proposing  a  third 
place.  But  the  French  Ambassadors  having  taken 
up  a  form  of  refusing  to  visit  any  Elector,  unless 
they  miffht  have  the  hand  given  them  in  those 
Princes  nouses,  and  the  Electors  having  never  con- 
sented to  it,  I  told  the  Prince  I  could  not  go  lower 
than  the  French  Ambassadors  did,  in  that  or  any 
other  point;  and  that  meeting  in  a  third  place 
would  look  like  a  sort  of  approving  the  refusal 
made  by  the  Electors ;  and  so  I  never  saw  this 
Prince  during  his  stay  at  the  Hague ;  much  to  my 
regret,  because  I  had  been  prepossessed  of  many 
qualities  very  esteemable  in  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  how  useless  soever  for  the 
present,  yet  the  forms  of  his  Majesty's  mediation 
went  on :  after  it  had  been  accepted  by  all  parties, 
the  first  point  that  came  to  be  considered  on,  was 
the  place  of  treaty;  about  which  the  Swedes  could 
not  surmount  the  difficulties  during  the  course  of 
their  mediation.  The  House  of  Austria  proposed 
to  have  the  congress  in  some  of  the  free  towns  of 
the  Empire,  as  Franckfort,  Hamburg,  Strasburg, 
and  some  others:  France  refused  ever  to  come  into 
any  town  of  the  Empire,  upon  the  insults  they  re- 
ceived and  complained  of  so  much  at  Cologne,  in 
the  seizure  of  Prince  William  of  Furstenburg,  and 
a  great  sum  of  the  French  money  there ;  but  offer- 
ed, at  the  same  time,  to  come  and  treat  at  Breda, 
though  belonging  to  one  of  the  parties  engaged  in 
the  war ;  which  they  would  maxe  pass  for  a  great 
condescension  and  testimony  of  that  King's  incli- 
nation to  a  peace. 

The  confederates,  on  the  other  side,  would  not 
hear  of  Breda :  they  took  that  proposition  as  an  ar- 
tifice, first,  to  ingratiate  with  the  States  beyond  the 
rest  of  their  allies ;  but  next,  which  was  the  point  of 
importance,  they  looked  upon  it  as  designed  to 
carry  on  either  a  separate  treaty  with  the  States^ 
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or,  at  leastf  private  measures  and  correspondencies 
with  several  towns  and  persons  of  those  provinces, 
so  as  to  induce  or  force  the  States  at  last  into  a  se- 
parate treaty  with  France,  upon  the  difficulties  or 
delays  that  might  arise  in  a  general  one.  And  upon 
this  point  the  allies  were  so  jealous,  that  the  States 
Deputies  of  the  foreign  committee,  who  managed 
all  these  affairs  in  the  first  resort,  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  seem  as  averse  against  treating  in  any  of 
their  dominions,  as  any  of  the  allies.  Thus  all 
places  in  Germany,  France,  and  the  Low-Coun- 
tries,  seemed  absolutely  excluded  by  one  part  or 
other ;  and  London  was  disliked  by  all,  as  too  re- 
mote, and  of  difficult  and  uncertain  commerce  for 
letters,  by  reason  of  the  ^ea.  After  much  perplex- 
ity upon  this  subject,  in  many  conferences  I  had 
with  the  Deputies,  and  discourses  with  the  Pen- 
sioner, I  proposed  two  places  as  the  only  I  could . 
think  of,  left  for  any  attempt,  upon  all  circum- 
stances :  the  first  was  Cleves,  which  could  not  be 
said  to  belong  to  the  Empire,  but  to  the  Elector  of 
Brandenburg,  as  Duke  of  Cleves,  and  not  as  a 
Prince  of  the  Empire.  The  other  was  Nimeguen, 
as  being  the  last  town  belonging  to  the  States, 
and  upon  the  borders  of  Germany :  both  towns 
capable  of  such  a  reception  as  was  necessary,  both 
in  good  air,  and  easy  of  access  from  all  parts,  cen- 
tered between  Spain  and  Sweden,  between  the  Ein- 
pire  and  France,  and  near  England,  where  the 
spring  of  this  treaty  was  conceived  to  be.  I  thought 
France  might  not  dislike  Cleves,  even  upon  those 
regards  the  allies  suspected,  of  the  vicinity  to  the 
States;  and  the  confederates  could  not  except 
against  it,  as  belonging  to  one  of  them.  On  the 
other  side,  if  the  allies  approved  Cleves,  and  France 
should  refuse  it,  yet  they  could  not  afterwards  dis- 
approve  of  Nimeguen,  which  was  but  three  leagues 
nearer  the  Hague  or  Amsterdam  (where  they  sus- 
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pected  the  French  practices),  and  disjoined  from 
both  by  necessary  ps(ssage  of  great  rivers,  which 
made  tne  commerce  more  difficult  and  slow  than 
it  would  be  from  other  towns  of  the  States  domi- 
nions. Another  reason  was,  that  I  knew  no  other 
to  name,  that  did  not  seem  previously  excluded. 
And  upon  this  the  Deputies  consented  that  I  should 
propose  both  to  the  King,  that  he  might  do  the  same 
to  all  the  parties ;  but  that  I  should  begin  with 
Cleves,  which  I  did. 

This  France  refused,  upon  pretence  of  some  de- 
pendence upon  the  Empire ;  but,  as  was  thought, 
upon  pique  to  the  Duke  of  Brandenburg,  with 
whom  they  werq  more  offended  at  this  time  than 
with  any  of  the  allies.  After  this  refusal,  Nime- 
guen  being  advanced,  France  first  accepted  it,  and 
afterwards  the  allies,  who  could  not  well  refuse  it, 
after  having  expressed  they  would  have  been  satis- 
fied with  Cleves :  and  so  this  place  came  to  be  fixed 
for  the  scene  of  this  negotiation. 

But  at  the  same  time  that  France  accepted  the 

Elace  of  treaty,  they  declared  that  they  would  not, 
owever,  send  any  Ambassadors  thither,  till  the 
Emperor  had  given  them  satisfaction  upon  the 
two  points,  so  long  insisted  on,  of  Prince  William 
of  Furstenburg's  liberty,  and  restitution  of  the  mo- 
ney seized  at  Cologne,  which  were  points  had  been 
hitherto  as  obstinately  refused  at  Vienna,  as  de- 
manded by  France ;  so  as  these  paces  towards  a 
peace  gained  at  present  very  little  ground,  but  left 
way  for  the  actions  and  successes  of  the  ensuing 
campaign,  to  determine  the  times,  the  methods, 
and  conditions  of  their  pretended  treaty. 

The  French  began  tneir  action  by  the  siege  of 
Limbourg,  with  one  part  of  their  army;  whilst  the 
King,  with  the  rest,  lay  encamped  in  a  post  most 
convenient  to  oppose  any  attempt  of  relieving  it, 
to  which  purpose  the  Pnnce  was  upon  his  march ; 
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but,  after  a  short  and  weak  resistance,  it  was  taken 
before  he  could  approach  it :  for,  besides  some  de- 
lays forced  by  his  sickness,  he  began  here  to  feel 
the  weight  that  hung  about  him  in  all  the  course  of 
this  war,  from  the  uncertain  and  slow  marches  of 
the  German  horse,  and  the  weakness  and  disorders 
of  the  Spanish  troops ;  which  were  necessary  to 
make  up  his  army  of  strength  to  oppose  that  of 
France,  composed  of  such  numbers,  such  brave  and- 
experienced  troops,  and  under  so  great  a  com- 
mander as  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  so  gallant 
officers* 

After  the  taking  of  Limbourg,  the  French  and 
confederate  armies  in  Flanders  fell  into  no  consi- 
derable action  or  attempt:  neither  daring  to  sit 
down  before  anyplace  of  strength,  whilst  tne  other 
army  attended  them,  and  was-  ready  to  relieve  it ; 
and  neither  seeming  very  earnest  to  come  to  a  bat- 
tle (unless  with  evident  advantages),  upon  the  loss 
of  which  so  great  consequences  seemed  to  depend, 
as  the  French  entire  conquest  of  Flanders,  on  the 
one  side ;  or  the  confederates  marching  directly  in- 
to  France,  on  the  other,  after  any  great  victory. 
Besides,  they  seemed  to  be  amused  by  the  expec- 
tation of  what  was  likely  to  pass  in  Germany,  both 
upon  the  Rhine  between  the  Imperialists  and 
French,  and  in  Pomerania  between  the  Swede  and 
Brandenburg ;  which,  without  new  successes  in  the 
Low-Countries,  were  like  to  decide,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, the  fate  of  this  war ;  whilst  the  confederates 
equally  presumed  of  their  successes  in  Alsace,  and 
the  French  of  those  of  the  Swedes  in  the  north. 

About  the  end  of  July,  the  King  of  France, 
weary  of  a  dull  campaign,  left  the  army  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  and  returned  with  his  Court  to 
Versailles ;  and,  the  same  month,  his  Majesty,  see- 
ing  the  negotiations  of  the  peace  laid  at  present 
asleep,  sent  for  me  to  make  a  short  turn  into  £ng- 
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land,  and  give  an  account  of  all  the  observations  I 
had  been  able  to  make  abroad  upon  the  present 
dispositions  and  conjunctures,  as  well  as  receive 
his  instructions  for  the  future  progress  of  his  me- 
diation. 

The  Parlia  ment  in  England,  though  much  pleased 
with  the  last  peace  with  Holland,  yet  were  not  so 
with  his  Majesty's  desires  of  a  general  one.  They 
thought  the  power  of  France  too  great  since  their 
last  conquests  in  Flanders :  and  their  ambition  too 
declared,  of  atchieving  it  by  one  means,  and  at  one 
time  or  other.  They  were  suspicious  of  the  Court's 
favouring  too  much  the  French  designs,  by  pursu- 
ing a  peace  that  would  break  so  mighty  a  confe- 
deracy as  was  now  united  against  France.  They 
were  jealous  of  the  counsels  which  had  made  the 
late  alliance  and  kindness  between  us  and  France 
in  the  time  of  the  late  Cabal.  And  besides  these 
regards,  and  the  common  notions  of  balancing  the 
power  of  our  neighbours,  which,  were  very  popular; 
the  ambitious  designs  of  private,  but  unquiet  or 
aspiring  men,  fell  in  to  augment  and  blow  up  the 
general  ill  humours  upon  the  more  public  accounts. 

The  Lord  Shaftsbury,  impatient  at  his  fall  from 
,so  great  a  share  of  the  Ministry,  and  hoping  to  re- 
trieve a  game  he  was  forced  to  give  over,  had  run 
desperately  into  the  popular  humour,  both  in  Par- 
liament and  city,  of  censuring  the  Court,  exclaim- 
ing against  our  partiality  to  France,  but  most  of  all 
against  the  conduct  of  the  present  Ministry :  \  and 
Lord  Arlington  was  so  enraged  at  the  growth  of 
my  Lord  Treasurer's  credit  upon  the  fall  of  his 
own,  that  he  fell  in  with  the  common  humour  of 
the  Parliament,  in  fomenting  those  jealousies  and 
practices  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  cen- 
tered in  a  measure  agreed  among  the  most  consi- 
derable of  them,  not  to  consent  to  give  the  King 
any  money,  whilst  the  present  Lord  Treasurer  con- 
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tinued.  Upon  these  occasions  or  dispositions  they 
grew  very  high  in  pursuing  the  Lord  Lauderdale, 
the  only  remainder  of  the  Cabal  that  had  now  any 
credit  left  at  Court ;  and  they  pressed  the  King 
very  earnestly  to  recall  all  the  English  troops  in  the 
French' service,  though  there  was  a  greater  num- 
ber in  the  Dutch :  but  besides,  they  fell  into  so 
great  dissensions  between  the  two  Houses,  raised 
upon  punctilious  disputes,  and  deductions  of  their 
several  privileges  in  opposition  to  one  another,  that 
about  the  end  of  June  the  King  prorogued  them. 

Upon  my  arrival  soon  after,  his  Majesty,  telling 
me  the  several  reasons  that  had  moved  him  to  it, 
said.  That  he  doubted  much,  while  the  war  lasted 
abroad,  it  would  give  occasion  or  pretence  for  these 
heats  that  had  of  late  appeared  in  the  Parliament, 
and  make  him  very  uneasy  in  his  revenucy  which 
so  much  needed  their  assistance :  that  some  of  the 
warm  leaders  in  both  Houses  had  a  mind  to  engage 
him  in  a  war  against  France,  which  they  should 
not  do  for  many  reasons ;  and,  among  the  rest, 
because  he  was  sure,  if  they  did,  they  would  leave 
him  in  it,  and  make  use  of  it  to  ruin  his  Ministers, 
and  make  him  depend  upon  them  more  than,  he  in- 
tended, or  any  King  would  desire.  But,  besides 
all  this,  he  doubted  an  impertinent  quarrel  between 
my  Lord  Treasurer  and  Lord  Chamberlain  did  him 
-more  disservice  in  the  Parliament  than  I  could 
imagine :  for  the  last  did  not  care  what  harm  he 
did  his  business  there,  so  he  could  hope  to  ruin  my 
Lord  Treasurer ;  and  had  persuaded  a  great  many 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  this  would  cer- 
tainly be  compassed  if  they  were  stanch  and  de- 
clared in  giving  no  money  during  his  Ministry: 
that  he  knew  they  were  both  my  friends^  and  there- 
fore desired  I  would  try  to  reconcile  them  while  I 
staid  in  England.-  I  endeavoured  it,  but  failed: 
my  Lord  Danby  was  very  inclinable,  being  so 
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posted  as  to  desire  only  to  continue  where  he  was, 
and  that  the  King's  business  might  go  well  in  his 
hands ;  but  my  Lord  Arlington  was  so  uneasy  in 
the  posture  he  stood,  which  he  attributed  chiefly 
to  my  Lord  Treasurer's  present  greatness,  that  he 
was  untreatable  upon  this  subject:  so,  when  I 
found  the  wound  was  too  much  rankled  to  be 
cured,  I  gave  it  over,  telling  each  of  them,  that, 
since  I  could  not  make  them  friends,  I  would  at 
least  live  with  them  both  as  if  they  were  so ;  and 
desired  them  not  to  expect  I  should  sacrifice  one 
friend  to  another.  My  Lord  Treasurer  was  con- 
tent with  this  frankness,  but  Lord  Arlington  could 
not  bear  this  neither,  grew  dry  from  this  time,  and 
stiff  in  all  that  passed  between  us;  still  mingling 
little  reproaches  or  touches  of  my  greatness  with 
the  other ;  and  grew  so  weary  of  the  scene  at 
Court,  where  he  found  himself  lefl  out,  that  he 
went  into  the  country  for  the  rest  of  the  summer. 
Thus  the  seeds  of  discontents,  that  had  been 
sown  in  the  Parliament  under  the  counsels  of  the 
Cabal,  began  to  spring  fast  and  root  deep,  after 
their  power  and  influence  was  wholly  at  an  end ; 
and  those  heats  were,  under  other  covers,  fomented 
by  two  of  the  chief  that  composed  that  Ministry, 
and  with  help  of  time  and  accident  grew  to  such 
flames  as  have  since  appeared.  But  whatever  be- 
gan or  increased  them,  it  is  certain  these  agita- 
tions in  England  had  great  effect  upon  those  of  the 
war  and  peace  abroad:  for  the  confederates  were 
confident,  that  the  humour  of  the  Parliament  and 
people  would  at  last  engage  the  King  in  their 
quarrel,  which  they  knew  would  force  France  to 
such  a  peace  as  they  desired :  and  Spain  was  so 
presuming  that  England  would  not  suffer  the  loss 
of  Flanders,  that  they  grew  careless  of  its  defence, 
or  of  those  orders  and  supplies  that  were  neces- 
sary to  it  i  trusting  for  the  present  to  the  Dutch 
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to  preserve  it,  and  to  the  King  hereafter,  when- 
ever he  should  find  it  more  in  danger.  And  these 
considerations  made  the  allies  less  inclinable  to  a 
peace,  which  they  might  have  had  clieaper  the  fol- 
lowing winter  than  ever  it  fell  afterwards  to  their 
share,  by  revolutions  that  were  not  foreseen,  but 
yet  such  as  were  suspected  at  this  time,  by  those 
that  knew  the  weakness  of  the  Spaniards,  and  di- 
visions of  the  Imperial  Court. 

While  I  staid  in  England,  which  was  about  six 
weeks,  the  news  came  of  a  great  insurrection  in 
Britany,  which,  with  the  numbers  and  rage  it  be- 
gan,  might  have  proved  of  ill  consequence  to  the 
French  afiairs,  if  it  had  met  with  a  head  answer- 
able to  the  body  ;  but  being  composed'  of  a  scum 
of  the  mean  people,  that  hated  and  spoiled  the 
noblesse  of  the  province,  it  was,  by  fair  means, 
partly,  and  by  foul,  in  a  little  time  appeased.    The 
blow,  which  was  much  more  considerable  to  France 
than  the  loss  of  provinces  would  have  been,  was 
the  death  of  Monsieur  Turenne,  the  news  whereof 
came  to  Court  about  the  same  time.     This  great 
captain  had,  for  three  months  together,  kept  the 
Imperial  army  at  a  bay  on  the  other  side  the 
Rhine ;  resolved  not  to  fight  unless  with  the  great- 
est advantage,  his  point  bein^  to  hinder  the  Ger- 
man forces  from  besieging  Philipsburg,  from  post- 
ing themselves  in  the  towns  of  Alsace,  but  chiefly 
from  entering  into  Lorrain,  or  the  county  of  Bur- 
gundy :  all  these  he  performed ;  but  being  pressed 
by  the  Imperialists,  and  straitened  in  his  quarters, 
he  auffered  much  by  want  of  provisions,  and  found 
his  army  diminished  by  sickness  and  desertion, 
which  use  to  fi^Uow  that  condition.    At  last,  being 
necessitated  for  want  of  forage  to  force  a  post  of 
the  enemies  that  straitened  him  most,  a  warm 
skirmish  began,  and  with  loss  to  the  French,  who 
were  galled  with  two  pieces  of  cannon  raised  upon 


n 


320  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

an  eminence,  andj)laying  upon  th-em  with  advan' 
tage.     Monsieur  Turenne  resolved  to  raise  a  bat- 
tery to  dismount  them ;  and  going  with  St.  Hilaire, 
a  lieutenant-general,  to  choose  a  place  the  most 
convenient  for  it,  the  two  small  pieces  from  the 
Imperial  side  fired  at  them  almost  together ;  one 
of  the  bullets  wounded  St.  Hilaire  in  the  shoulder, 
and  the  other,  after  two  or  three  bounds  upon  the 
ground,  struck  Monsieur  Turenne  upon  the  breast, 
and,  without  any  apparent  wound  more  than  the 
contusion,  laid  him  dead  upon  the  place,  and  by 
such  a  death  as  Caesar  used  to  wish  for,  unexpect- 
ed, sudden,  and  without  pain.     The  astonishment 
was  unspeakable  in  the  French  camp  upon  the  loss 
of  such  a  general ;  the  presumption  as  great  in 
that  of  the  Imperialists,  who  reckoned  upon  them- 
selves as  masters  of  the  whole  French  army,  that 
was  straitened  between  them  and  the  Rhine,  in 
want,  diseased,  and,  above  all,  discouraged  by  the 
loss  of  their  captain.     All  others  had  the  same  ex- 
pectation upon  this  news,but  all  were  disappointed; 
and  Monsieur  de  Lorges,  taking  the  command  of 
the  army,  had  the  honour  of  making  a  retreat  that 
was  worth  a  victory ;  and,  by  the  force  of  order 
and   conduct,  with  the  bravery  of  the  English 
troops,  who  made   such  bold  stands  in  several 
places,  that  they  could  not  be  broken  till  most  of 
the  army  were  marched  off,  he.  passed  the  Rhine 
in  sight  of  part  of  the  Imperial  ariny,  and  en- 
camped  himself  on  the  other  side  in  safety,  and  so 
preserved  it  till  the  Prince  of  Conde  was  sent  in 
haste  out  of  Flanders,  with  a  great  enforcement,  to 
oppose  the  progress  of  the  Imperialists  in  Alsace. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg, 
drawing  his  forces,  with  some  Imperialists  out  of 
Silesia,  together,  fell  upon  the  Swedes  in  Pome- 
rania  with  that  bravery  and  success,  that  he  soon 
beat  them  out  of  his  part  of  the  countryj  and  pur- 
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sued  them  into  their  own*  He  had  aft  interview 
with  the  King  of  Denmark^  who  was  now  entered 
into  the  interests  of  the  confederate^  and  resolved 
to  declare  war  against  Sweden ;  and  to  that  end 
took  his  measures  with  the  Duke  of  Brandenburg 
how  to  pursue  it  with  the  best  advantage  the  rest 
of  the  season. 

When  the  Prince  of  Conde  left  Flanders,  to  suc^ 
ceed  Monsieur  Turenne  in  Alsace,  the  Duke  of 
Luxemburg  commanded  the  army  in  Flanders; 
but  with  orders  not  to  hazard  a  battle,  and  only  to 
observe  the  Prince  of  Orange's  motions,  and  to 
cover  any  town  that  was  like  to  be  endangered  ; 
which  he  performed  so  well,  that  no  further  action 
passed  this  summer,  besides  the  Prince's  taking 
and  razing  of  Binch.  But,  to  make  amends  for 
the  unactiveness  of  the  campaign  in  Flanders,  the 
confederates,  by  concert  on  all  sides,  fell  upon  an 
enterprise  of  great  Sclat,  and  of  greater  conse^* 
quence,  which  was  the  siege  of  Triers.  The  Im- 
perialists were  bent  upon  it,  to  open  a  passage  that 
way  into  France,  finding  so  much  opposition  in 
their  designs  of  it  by  Alsace :  the  Spaniards  desired 
it,  to  make  way  for  their  succouring  Luxemburg 
whenever  it  should  be  pressed,  which  was  of  the 
last  importance  to  them :  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  was 
violently  for  it,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  way  open  for 
his  entrance  into  Lorrain :  the  Prince  Palatine 
thought  it  the  best  preparation  for  besieging  and 
carrying  Philipsburg,  which  was  the  thorn  in  his 
side.  So  all  these  joined  part  of  their  troops  to- 
gether, with  some  of  the  Elector  of  Triers's,  and 
a  body  of  Lunenburg  forces  under  the  Dukes  of 
Zell  and  Osnaburg,  and  sat  down  before  Triers. 

The  Marshal  de  Crequi  gathered  all  the  forces 
he  could  out  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and 
made  up  a  strong  army  to  relieve  it.  The  confe- 
derates left  part  of  theirs  to  maintain  tiieir  re- 
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trenchments  about  the  town,  and  marched  with  the 
rest  against  Monsieur  de  Crequi,  passed  a  river  in 
his  sight,  attacked  him,  beat  him  out  of  the  field 
with  great  slaughter,  many  prisoners,  and  such  a 
dispersion  of  the  rest,  that  the  whole  army  seemed 
to  have  vanished  in  one  day ;  and  Monsieur  de 
Crequi  got  into  Triers  with  four  or  five  only  in 
company:  there  he  made  a  desperate  resistance 
for  near  a  month  against  the  victorious  army,  with 
great  honour  and  loss  among  the  English  troops 
that  were  in  the  town,  and  without  any  hopes  of 
relief;  nor  would  he  ever  capitulate,  after  all  the 
extremities  he  was  reduced  to  by  the  forms  of  a 
siege,  till  the  garrison  mutinied  against  his  obsti- 
nacy, capitulated  for  themselves,  and  delivered  up 
Monsieur  de  Crequi  and  most  of  the  officers  pri- 
soners to  the  Germans.     The  Dukes  of  Lunen- 
burg had  great  honour  in  this  action,  and  the  old 
Duke  of  Lorrain  ;  and  indeed  it  was  one  of  the 
most  vigorous  that  succeeded  in  the  whole  course 
of  the  war,  and  carried  the  completest  victory,  as 
well  as  a  very  considerable  town :  and  the  honour 
of  it  was  very  much  due  to  the  Marquis  de  Grana, 
who  commanded  the  Emperor's  forces  there)  and 
was  esteemed  to  have  laid  the  first  design,  to  have 
concerted  the  several  parts  of  it,  engaged  the  se- 
veral parties  to  resolve  upon  the  same  adventure, ' 
and  kept  them  firm  in  it  till  it  was  atchieved.    The 
loss  of  men  was  very  great  on  the  French  side, 
both  in  the  fight  and  the  siege ;  and,  added  to 
Monsieur  Turenne's  death,  and  the  impression  ex- 
pected upon  it  on  that  side  from  the  Count  de 
Montecucqli,  with  the  loss  of  the  Swedes,  made  so 
great  a  change  in  the  appearance  of  affairs,  that 
his  Majesty,  in  a  letter  to  me  in  Septen^ber,  after 
my  return  to  the  Hague,  bid  me  use  it  as  an  argu* 
ment  to  induce  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  be  eafff 
in  the  business  of  a  peaces  that  it  waanow  time 
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for  him  to  begin  to  apprehend  again  the  greatness 
of  the  House  of  Austria  instead  of  that  of  France. 
It  was  indeed  expected,  that  the  Imperialists  in 
Alsace  would  either  enter  into  Lorrain,  or  at  least 
would  take  the  chief  towns  of  Alsace,  and  post 
themselves  so  the  following  winter,  as  to  be  ready 
for  such  an  enterprise  in  the  beginning  of  the  next 
spring  ;  and  the  Count  de  Montecuculi  besieged 
first  Haguenau,  and  afterwards  Zaberne,  which 
were  the  most  considerable  places,  to  that  end. 
But,  after  Haguenau  had  offered  to  surrender  upon 
conditions,  he  rose  with  his  army  to  fight  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  who  made  a  motion  with  his 
army  as  if  he  intended  to  relieve  it ;  but  so  or- 
dered it,  as  the  Germans  failed  both  of  the  battle 
and  the  town.  It  was  never  comprehended  how 
Montecuculi  afterwards  came  to  rise  of  a  sudden 
from  the  siege  of  Zaberne :  some  said  it  was  upod 
an  express  order  from  Vienna  the  night  beforie ; 
others,  with  design  of  fighting  the  French  army, 
or  besieging  Philipsburg ;  but  neither  happened : 
and,  wliich  was  worse  than  all,  he  ended  the  cam- 
paign  with  passing  back  his  whole  army  over  the 
Rhine,  and  leaving  Alsace  wholly  in  the  possession 
and  at  the  mercy  of  the  French  troops.  Nor  have 
I  ever  known  any  action  of  such  public  concern, 
so  unaccountable  as  this  retreat ;  since  it  is  hard 
to  suspect  either  corruption  or  Court  faction  should 
go  so  fsu*,  though  both  were  accused  of  having 
part  in  this  great  and  almost  decisive  event. 

The  resentment  of  it  was  thought  to  have  broke 
the  <^d  Duke  of  Lorrain's  heart,  who  died  about 
this  time,  and  left  Prince  Charles,  his  nephew,  the 
succession  to  that  dutchy.  No  Prince  had  met 
with  more  misfortunes  than  this  Duke,  nor  had 
felt  them  less,  or  given  greater  testimony  of  what 
philosophy  teaches,  that  the  good  or  ill  of  men't 
lives  comes  more  from  their  humours  than  their 
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fortunes.  He  was  expelled  that  noble  and  lovely 
dutchy  by  the  arms  of  France  in  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu's time :  forced  to  go  into  the  Spanish  service 
in  Flanders  with  a  body  of  Lorrainers,  that  would 
follow  his  fortune  whatever  it  was ;  struggled  with 
want .  of  pay  to  his  troops,  with  jealousy  and  ill 
usage  of  the  Spanish  governors ;  was  seized  and 
imprisoned  by  that  Crown ;  restored. to  a  shattered 
possession  of  Lorrain  by  the  peace  of  the  Pyre- 
pees  ;  and  in  the  year  1 670  forced  to  escape  by 
night,  and  almost  alone,  by  a  sudden  surprize  of 
the  French  troops,  in  the  height  and  security  of 
peace :  after  this  he  never  had  a  home  any  more 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  which  was  spent  in  suing  for 
protection  and  relief  from  the  several  Princes  of 
Christendom,  who  resented  the  injustice  of  his 
case,  which  none  pretended  to  defend,  but  yet 
none  to  concern  themselves  in  it,  till  upon  the  last 
war  he  fell  into  his  share  of  the  confederacy,  with 
the  weight  of  two  or  three  thousai\d  Lorrainers 
that  still  followed  his  fortune,  and  entered  into 
leagues  with  the  Emperor  and  most  of  the  allies 
for  his  restitution.  He  seemed  not  to  deserve  the 
fortune  of  a  Prince,  only  because  he  seemed  not  to 
care  for  it,  to  hate  the  constraints  and  ceremoniea 
that  belonged  to  it,  and  to  value  no  pleasures  in 
life  but  the  most  natural  and  most  easy ;  and,  while 
he  had  them,  was  never  out  of  humour  for  want- 
ing the  rest ;  generous  to  his  servants  and  soldiers 
when  he  had  it ;  and,  when  he  wanted,  endea- 
vouring to  make  it  up  by  the  liberties  he  gave 
them ;  .very  much  beloved  and  familiar  among 
both :  and,  to  give  his  picture  by  a  small  trait,  one 
of  his  Ministers  told  me,  that,  not  long  before  he 
died,  all  his  family  was  a  gentleman  oi  the  horse 
(j^ft  hei  was  called),  another  of  his  chamber,  and  a 
boy  that  looked  to  a  little  nag  he  used  to  ride : 
one  day  he  called  for  his  horse ;  the  two  first  told 
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him  the  hoy  was  not  to  be  found  j  he  bid  them 
however  get  him  his  hoi:se :  they  could  not  agree 
which  of  them  should  go  and  saddle  him ;  till  the 
Duke  bid  them  go,  and  one  or  the  other  of  them 
do  it,  or  else  he  swore  he  would  go  down  and  saddle 
his  horse  himself:  they  were  ashamed,  and  it  was 
done. 

About  the  same  time  died  at  the  Hague  the  old 
Princess-Dowager  of  Orange ;  a  woman  of  the 
most  wit  and  good  sense,  in  general,  that  I.  have 
known ;  and  who  had  thereby  a  great  part  in  form- 
ing the  race  of  the  Prince,  and  the  mighty  improve, 
ment  it  received  from  three  very  extraordinary 
women,  as  well  as  three  so  great  men  in  the  last 
descents.  None  has  shewed  more  the  force  of  order 
and  economy  than  this  Princess ;  who,  with  small 
revenues,  never  &bove  twelve  thousand  pounds  a 
year  since  her  husband's  death,  lived  always  in  as 
as  great  plenty,and  more  curiousness  and  elegance, 
than  is  seen  in  many  greater  Courts.  Among  other 
pieces  of  greatness,  she  was  constantly  served  all 
in  gold  plate,  which  went  so  far  as  to  great  bottles 
for  water,  and  a  great  cistern  for  bottles,  to  the  key 
of  her  closet,  and  every  thing  of  that  kind  she 
usually  touched ;  which  I  mention,  because  I  thiiik 
it  is  what  the  greatest  Kings  of  Christendom  have 
not  pretended  to,  nor  any  I  have  heard  of  on  this 
side  Persia. 

In  November  this  year  happened  a  storm  at 
north-west,  with  a  spring  tide,  so  violent,  as  gave 
apprehensions  of  some  loss  irrecoverable  to  the 
province  of  Holland ;  and,  by  several  breaches  in 
the  great  digue  near  Enchuysen,  and  others  be- 
tween Amsterdam  and  Haerlem,  made  way  for 
such  inundations  as  had  not  been  seen  before  by 
any  man  then  alive,  and  filled  the  country  with 
majay  relations  of  most  deplorable  events.  But  the 
Hicjredible  diligence  and  unanimous  endeavours  pf 
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the  people,  upon  such  occasions,  gave  a  stop  to 
the  fury  of  that  element,  and  made  way  for  re- 
covering next  year  all  the  lands,  though  not  the 
people,  cattle,  and  houses,  that  had  been  lost« 

Before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Danes  took  Wis- 
mar  from  the  Swedes,  and,  by  an  open  war,  those 
two  Crowns  came  to  be  engaged  in  the  commoD 
quarrel :  and,  after  a  great  expectation  of  some 
extraordinary  successes  in  the  Spanish  affiiirs  from 
Don  John's  intended  expedition  into  Itdy,  to  com- 
mand all  the  forces  and  provinces  of  that  Crown 
both  there  and  in  Sicily,  when  he  was  ready  to  go 
and  meet  De  Ruyter  at  Barcelona,  who  attended 
him  there  with  the  Dutch  fleet  designed  for  Mes- 
sina, he  was,  by  a  Court-intrigue,  recalled  to  Ma- 
drid :  the  King  was  then  arrived  in  his  fourteenth 
year,  and  took  upon  him  the  government,  as  now 
m  majority ;  and,  by  the  advice  of  some  near  him 
in  favour,  writ  a  letter  to  Don  John  to  invite  him 
to  Court  to  assist  him  in  the  government :  he  obey- 
ed, but  staid  not  there  above  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks,  till,  by  the  credit  and  authority  of  the  Queen- 
mother,  he  was  forced  to  quit  his  ground  there, 
and  return  to  Saragossa.  And  so  vanished  a  mighty 
expectation  that  had  been  raised  in  Spain,  and 
other  places,  of  great  effects  that  were  to  follow 
this  Princess  coming  to  the  administration  of  af- 
fairs ;  and  very  great  sums  of  money  were  wholly 
lost,  that  had  been  employed  in  the  preparations 
of  his  journey  and  equipage  for  Italy.  And  Sicily 
was  left  almost  hopeless  of  recovery,  from  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  French,  who  had  taken  many  posts 
about  Messina,  and  threatened  many  more ;  and 
other  towns  were  feared  to  follow  the  example  of 
that  great  revolt 

After  the  Prince's  return  from  the  campaign  to 
the  Hague,  in  October,  I  had  several  conferences 
with  him  upon  the  subject  of  the  peace,  and  the 
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terms  that  both  his  Majesty  and  the  States  might 
think  reasonable  between  France  and  Spain,  and 
both  those  Crowns  be  in  any  probability  of  con- 
senting to.  That  which  France  pretended,  was 
the  terms  of  the  peace  of  Aix^  and  retaining  the 
county  of  Burgundy  which  had  been  since  con^ 
quered ;  or  if  either  this  province,  or  some  of  tlie 
most  important  frontier-towns  of  Flanders,  should 
be  restored,  then  an  equivalent  to  be  made  them 
for  such  restitution.  The  Spaniards  talked  of  no- 
thing less  than  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees ;  and  that 
they  would  rather  lose  the  rest  of  Flanders  by  the 
war,  than  part  witii  Burgundy  by  the  peace ;  and 
said,  both  the  King  and  the  States  were  as  much 
concerned  in  Flanders,  as  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and 
had  the  same  interest  to  see  it  safe  by  a  war  or  a 
peace,  which  could  not  be  by  such  a  frontier^  bs 
was  left  by  that  of  Aix. 

That  which  my  Lord  Arlington  had  proposed  to 
the  Prince  and  Pensioner,  and  which  paLd  for 
his  Majesty's  sentiment,  though  he  pretended  no 
orders,  was  the  terms  of  Aix  la  Chapelle :  but,  in 
regard  of  the  necessity  for  the  Spaniards  to  have  a 
better  frontier  in  Flanders  than  was  left  by  that 
peace,  that  the  French  should  give  up  Aeth,  and 
Charleroy,  and  Oudeftarde,  for  Aire  and  St.  Omer  j 
and  that,  if  they  parted  with  the  county  of  Bur^ 
gundy,  it  should  be  for  something  in  exchange. 
His  Majesty  commanded  me  to  assure  the  Prince, 
that  if  a  peace  could  be  made  upon  these  terms, 
or  any  so  near  them  that  he  might  hope  to  obtain 
the  consent  of  France,  his  Majesty,  for  the  secu- 
rity of  Flanders,  would  give  his  own  guaranty  to 
the  peace,  and  enter  into  the  strictest  alliance  the 
States  could  desire  for  preserving  it,  or  defending 
Manders  in  case  of  a  new  rupture.  He  bid  mc, 
further  assure  the  Prince,  that  for  his  patrimonial 
lands  in  Burgundy  (which  were  about  eight  thou*^ 
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sand  pounds  a-year,  and  lordships  of  the  greatest 
royalty  in  that  county),  he  would  undertake  for 
■his  secure  possessing  them,  though  that  county 
ishould  remain  in  the  French,  hands ;  or  for  selling 
them  to  that  King,  and  at  what  price  the  Prince 
himself  could  think  fit  to  value  them. 

The  Prince's  answer  was,  that  for  his  own  part 
he  could  be  very  w^U  content  to  leave  the  terms 
of  a  peace  to  his  Majesty  himself,  and  believed  the 
States  would  do  so  too ;  but  they  were  both  en- 
gaged by  treaty  and  honour  to  their  allies,  and  there 
was  no  thought  of  making  peace  without  them : 
that  he  believed  the  Spaniards  might  be  persuaded 
to  it  upon  the  terms  of  Aix,  with  restitution  only 
of  Aeth,  Charleroy,  and  Oudenarde,  towards  com- 

Eosing  some  kind  of  necessary  frontier  on  that  side  j 
ut  to  part  with  Aire  and  St.  Omer,  without  any 
further  and  greater  exchange,  he  believed  they 
would  not  in  the  present  posture  of  things :  that 
for  France  retaining  the  county  of  Burgundy,  as 
conquered  in  this  last  war,  he  was  sure  neither  Spain 
nor  the  Emperor  would  ever  consent  to  it,  unless 
they  were  beaten  into  it  by  disasters  they  had  no 
reason  to  expect ;  though,  for  his  own  part,  he 
should  be  content  with  it,  provided  the  French 
would  restore  Tournay,  Courtray,  Lisle,  and  Do- 
way,  with  their  dependencies,  to  the  Spaniards,  in 
Ueu  of  it;  because  by  that  means  Flanders  would 
have  a  secure  frontier  on  that  side,  and  a  reason- 
able good  one  by  Aeth  and  Charleroy  on  the  other; 
and  the  security  of  Flanders  was  the  chief  interest 
of  the  States  upon  the  peace :  that,  for  himself,  he 
thanked  his  M^gesty  for  his  offer,  as  to  his  lands  in 
Burgundy ;  but  they  never  came  into  his  thought 
upon  the  terms  of  a,  peace,  nor  should  ever  hinder 
it ;  but,  on  the  other  side,  he  would  be  content  to 
lose  them  all,  to  gain  onp  good  town  more  for  thq 
Spaniards  in  Flanders, 
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When  I  put  him  in  mind,  as  the  King  ordered 
me,  of  the  apprehensions  he  and  the  States  might 
have  of  the  greatness  of  the  House  of  Austria,  if 
their  successes  continued ;  he  told  me,  there  was 
no  need  of  that,  till  they  should  go  beyond  the 
peace  of  the  Pyrenees :  whenever  that  should  hap- 
pen, he  should  be  as  much  a  Frenchman  as  he  was 
now  a  Spaniard;  but  not  before.  He  ended,  in 
desiring  that  whatever  plan  his  Majesty  thought  fit 
to  propose  for  a  peace,  he  would  do  it  at  the  con- 
gress at  Nimeguen ;  for  the  number  and  variety  of 
pretensions  and  interests  were  grown  so  great,  by 
all  the  parties  now  engaged  in  the  war,  that  it 
could  not  be  done  in  any  other  place ;  and,  for  his 
part,  he  could  never  consent  to  any  treaty  separate 
from  his  allies :  that  he  believed  they  would  be 
reasonable ;  and,  if  France  would  be  so  too,  the 
peace  might  be  made ;  if  not,  perhaps  another  cam- 
paign might  bring  them  to  reason  ;  and  that  this 
might  have  done  it,  if  some  differences  between 
him  and  the  Spaniards,  in  the  actions  proposed, 
had  not  hindered  the  successes  they  hoped  for  in 
Flanders,  and  if  Montecuculi's  impatience  to  be  at 
Vienna,  and  pass  the  winter  there,  upon  the  fac- 
tions  stirring  at  Court,  had  not  made  him  repass 
the  Rhine,  and  take  his  winter-quarters  in  the  cir- 
cles of  the  empire  there,  because,  if  he  had  done 
it  in  Alsace,  he  doubted  his  presence  with  the  ar- 
my might  be  thought  necessary. 

After  this  conference,  and  no  return  from  his 
Majesty  to  the  account  I  gave  him  of  it,  the  dis- 
course ceased  of  private  measures  to  be  agreed  to 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  Prince  and  States^  for 
promoting  a  peace ;  and  all  thoughts  began  now 
to  turn  upon  lorming  the  congress  at  Nimeguen. 

I  had  another  testimony  given  me  of  the  firm- 
ness I  had  always  found  in  the  Prince  upon  the 
subject  of  the  peace,  by  what  one  of  the  Spanish 
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Ministers  told  me  had  lately  passed  between  him 
and  the  Duke  de  Villa  Hermosa*  His  Highness 
had  a  long  pretence  depending  at  Madrid,  for  about 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  owing  to  his  family 
from  that  Crown  since  the  peace  of  Munster.  It 
had  ever  been  delayed,  though  never  refused ;  an 
agent  from  the  Prince  had  of  late  very  much  press- 
ed the  Queen-regent  of  Spain  upon  this  subject,  and 
with  much  ado  had  obtained  an  order  for  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds ;  and  bills  were  put  into  his  hands  by 
the  Ministers  there,  which,  when  they  arrived  in 
Flanders,  instead  of  being  paid,  were  protested. 
The  Duke  de  Villa  Hermosa  was  so  ashamed  of  this 
treatment,  that  he  sent  a  person  purposely  to  ex- 
cuse it  to  the  Prince,  and  assure  him  the  fault  was 
not  in  the  Queen  nor  Ministers,  but  only  in  the 
choice  of  hands  by  which  it  was  transmitted,  and 
desired  his  Highness  would  not  take  it  ill  of  the 
Queen.  The  Prince  answered,  "  No,  not  at  all ; 
on  the  other  side  I  have  reason  to  take  it  well  q£ 
the  Queen ;  for,  if  she  did  not  think  me  the  honest- 
est  man  in  the  world,  she  would  not  use  me  so; 
however,  nothing  of  this  kind  shall  hinder  me  from 
doing  what  I  owe  to  my  allies,  or  to  my  honour." 
NotMnithstanding  all  I  had  written  from  the  Prince 
to  his  Majesty  upon  this  subject,  yet  my  Lord  Ar- 
lington, upon  pretended  intelligence  from  his  re- 
lations  in  Holland,  endeavoured  to  persuade  him 
that  he  knew  not  the  Prince's  mind  for  want  of 
somebody  that  had  more  credit  with  him  than  I 
had ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  pursued  the  Prince 
by  letters,  to  desire  the  King  to  send  over  some 
such  person  as  he  might  treat  with  'in  the  last  con* 
fidence  upon  all  matters  between  them.  The  Prince 
shewed  me  his  letters,  and  bid  me  assure  the  King 
and  my  Lord  Treasurer,  tliat  he  could  say  no  more 
than  he  had  done  to  me,  and  would  not  say  so  much 
to  any  other  man.    However,  my  Lord  Arlington^ 
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tipcm  the  former  suggestions,  prevailed  with  the 
jj^ng  to  send  over  Sir  Gabriel  Silvius  instructed 
to  know  the  bottom  of  the  Prince's  mind  upon  the 
subject  of  the  peace^  before  the  campaign  began. 
He  acquainted  the  Prince  with  this  resolution,  and 
that  he  was  a  person  they  knew  his  Highness  would 
trust :  the  Prince  shewed  me  this  letter  too,  and 
said,  he  knew  not  what  he  meant ;  that  Lord  Ar- 
lington knew  as  well  as  any  man  how  far  he  trusted 
both  Sir  Gabriel  Silvius  and  me.  This  good  usage 
ended  all  correspondence  between  Lord  Arlington 
and  me,  which  had  lasted  by  letters  to  this  time, 
though  coldly  since  my  being  last  in  England* 
But  upon  Sir  Gabriel  Silvius^s  coming  to  the  Hague 
in  January,  and  my  preparation  to  go  for  Nimeguen, 
I  ended  that  scent ;  having  not  learned  enough  of 
the  age,  nor  the  Court  I  lived  in,  to  act  an  unsin^ 
cere  part  either  in  friendship  or  in  love. 

When  Sir  Gabriel  came  to  the  Hague,  he  passed 
for  a  man  of  some  great  intrigue,  was  perpetually 
at  Court,  or  in  conversation  and  visits  with  the  per- 
sons near  the  Prince  or  most  employed  in  the  State. 
JBut  he  and  Lord  Arlington  were  soon  satisfied  to 
how  good  purpose  he  came  over ;  for  the  Prince, 
who  is  the  sincerest  man  in  the  world,  hating  all 
tricks,  and  those  that  use  them,  gave  him  no  mark 
of  the  least  confidence  while  he  staid,  and  sent  him 
away  with  a  very  plain  one  of  the  contrary,  by  trust- 
ing another  hand  with  all  he  writ  of  consequence 
into  England,  before  he  went  into  the  field.  The 
truth  is,  the  Prince  took  this  journey  of  his  to  have 
been  designed  by  my  Lord  Arlington,  both  out  of 
spite  to  me,  and  to  give  jealousies  to  the  confede- 
rates, by  the  suspicion  of  something  in  agitation 
between  the  King  and  the  Prince  that  I  was  not 
thought  fit  to  be  trusted  with.  And  indeed  seve- 
ral of  their  Ministers  at  the  Hague  were  apt  to 
&11  into  such  surmises :  b}it  Monsieur  de  Lyra,  a 
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Spanish  Minister,  a  person  much  credited  in  his 
own  Court,  and  much  in  the  Prince's  confidence, 
was  ever  firm  in  the  belief  of  his  Highness's  honour 
and  constancy  (which  he  used  to  say  his  Master 
trusted  to  more  than  to  any  treaties),  and  so  helped 
to  prevent  such  impressions. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  motions  necessary  towards 
forming  the  congress  at  Nimeguen  began  to  be 
made  by  the  several  parties,  and  gave  appearances 
of  the  Ambassadors  meeting  suddenly  there.  The 
great  obstruction  hitherto  had  been  the  point  of 
Prince  William  of  Furstemburg's  liberty,  which 
Prance  had  so  absolutely  insisted  on  before  they 
sent  their  Ambassadors,  and  the  Emperor  had  been 
induced  to  promise  only  upon  conclusion  of  the 
treaty.  But  an  expedient  was  found  out  to  salve 
the  honour  of  France  upon  this  point,  rather  than 
the  treaty,  should  be  hindered,  which  was  at  that 
time  thought  necessary  for  their  affairs :  the  Bishop 
of  Strasburg  made  a  formal  request  to  the  King  of 
France,  that  no. private  interests,  or  respects  of  his 
brother,  might  delay  the  treaty  of  a  peace  which 
was  of  so  much  consequence  to  all  Christendom ; 
and,  this  request  being  at  this  time  easily  received 
and  granted,  no  further  difficulty  was  made  upon 
this  point. 

His  Majesty  thereupon  invited  all  the  Princes 
concerned  in  the  war,  to  hasten  away  their  Mini- 
sters to  the  place  of  congress,  and  acquainted  them 
with  his  having  ordered  his  own  to  repair  imme- 
diately thither ;  and  having  some  months  before 
appointed  the  Lord  Berkley  (then  Ambassador  at 
Paris)  Sir  William  Temple  and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins 
his  ambassadors,  mediators,  and  plenipotentiaries 
for  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen ;  Sir  Lionel  was  ac- 
cordingly dispatched  away,  and  arrived  at  the 
Hague  towards  the  end  of  January  1676,  and 
brought  with  him  our  instruptions  for  that  embassy; 
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'and^  after  some  few  days  stay  at  the  Hague,  went 
away  for  Nimegueri.  But  the  expedition  of  the 
passports,  from  and  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  se- 
veral parties,  having  been  for  some  time  under  my 
care,  and  many  of  them  come  to  my  hands,  though 
others  were  entangled  still  in  some  difficulty  or 
other,  we  both  concluded  it  necessary  for  me  to 
continue  at  the  Hague  till  this  was  dispatched ; 
whilst  Sir  Lionel  should  go  upon  the  place  of  con^ 
gress,  and,  by  the  presence  of  a  mediator,  invite 
the  rest  to  make  more  haste  than  many  of  them 
seemed  disposed  to  at  this  time* 

The  French  Ambassadors  were  already  come  to 
Charleville,  where  they  staid  fortheir  passports  only, 
to  go  on  with  their  journey;  and,  upon  Sir  Lionel's 
arrival  at  the  Hague,  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  came 
to  us  to  acquaint  us  with  the  States  orders  for  their 
immediate  repair  to  Nimeguen,  and  for  the  magis- 
trates of  that  city  (which  they  now  considered  as 
a  neutral  town)  to  receive  all  orders  from  us  the 
mediators,  and  particularly  any  we  pleased  to  give 
about  our  reception  upon  our  arrival  there. 

We  told  them,  his  Majesty's  thoughts  were  upon 
the  successes  of  the.  treaty,  and  that  nothing  could 
more  obstruct  it  than  the  ceremonies  which  used 
to  attend  those  meetings ;  and  therefore  he  ordered 
us  to  introduce,  as  much  as  we  could  among  all  the 
Ambassadors,  the  method  of  living  there  as  much 
like  private  men  as  could  consist  with  the  honour 
of  their  characters ;  and  to  this  end,  that  we  should 
make  no  public  entries,  and  give  thereby  an  ex- 
ample to  those  that  came  after  us. 

To  avoid  all  punctilio's  about  the  time  of  the 
several  parties  dispatching  the  passports,  it  was 
agreed  that  all  should  be  sent  to  the  Hague  from 
tne  several  Courts,  and  there  should  be  put  into 
my  hands ;  to  the  end,  that,  when  I  found  myself 
possessed  of  them,  I  shoi^d  make  the  distribution 
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reciprocally  to  both  parties  at  the  same  time* 
Those  of  France  were  early  with  me,  but  short  in 
some  points  of  those  from  the  confederates ;  the 
chief  whereof  was  the  omission  of  liberty  granted 
to  the  Ambassadors  to  dispatch  couriers  to  their 
Masters'  Courts  upon  passports  of  the  respective 
Ambassadors,  which  was  thought  necessary  for  the 
progress  of  the  treaty.  Another  was  the  omission 
of  passports  for  the  Duke  of  Lorrain's  Ministers 
in  the  form  usual  and  expected :  for  whereas  the 
Crown  of  France  had  always  treated  the  former 
Dukes  of  Lorrain  with  the  title  of  Duke,  and  ap- 
pellation of  Brother,  their  passports  now  treated 
the  new  Duke  only  with  Cousin,  and  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorrain ;  the  rest  were  minute  differences  or  mis- 
takes of  words,  which  are  not  worth  the  mention, 
and  were  easily  surmounted.  Of  all  these  his  Ma- 
jesty had  early  notice,  and  employed  his  offices  to- 
wards France  for  some  months,  without  answer 
upon  that  of  Lorrain,  and  with  positive  refusal  of  in- 
serting the  clause  for  liberty  of  passports ;  though 
Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen  several  times,  during 
this  pause,  writ  to  the  States,  that  the  King  often 
assured  him  (their  Ambassador  at  London)  that 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  the  business  of 
Lorrain. 

About  the  beginning  of  February  this  year  1 676^ 
I  received  a  letter  from  Monsieur  de  Pompone, 
then  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affitirs  in  France,  to  tell 
me,  that  his  Master,  having  been  acquainted  from 
his  Majesty  with  the  difficulties  occurred  in  form- 
ing the  congress,  had  wdered  him  to  let  me  know 
hia  reasons  upon  them :  as  to  that  of  couriers,  that 
he  thought  it  not  fit  to  have  his  countries  and  towns 
lie  open  to  his  enemies  observations  and  discove- 
ries, upon  pretext  of  such  couriers  frequentpassage  t 
that  the  inconvenience  would  be  the  same  to  the 
confederates :  and  that  he  asked  no  more  than  h^ 
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gave.  As  to  the  point  of  Lorrain,  that  his  Master 
could  not  give  passports  with  the  style  of  Duke, 
which  carried  that  of  Brother;  pretending  that 
duchy  belonged  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty  by 
the  treaty  1 662,  between  him  and  the  last  Duke. 

Not  many  days  after,  I  received  notice  from  Se- 
cretary Williamson,  of  the  same  account  having 
been  given  his  Majesty  by  Monsieur  de  Ruvigny, 
with  order  to  acquaint  the  States  with  it ;  which 
I  had  not  done  upon  Monsieur  de  Pompone's  let- 
ter, as  not  thinking  fit  to  make  any  paces  in  these 
matters  without  orders  from  his  Majesty*  The 
States  and  all  their  allies  were  very  much  surprised 
with  this  pretence  of  Lorrain,  which  France  had 
never  before  advanced,  or  so  much  as  mentioned, 
either  upon  the  seizure  of  that  duchy,  or  since  that 
time,  in  the  accounts  of  it  by  their  Ministers  in 
the  several  Courts  of  Christendom ;  they  had  only 
professed  to  have  found  such  a  seizure  necessary 
for  preserving  the  peace  wherein  Christendom  then 
was,  from  the  dangerous  or  uncertain  dispositions 
of  that  Duke,  with  whom  his  most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty could  take  no  certain  measures,  and  his  ene- 
mies would  be  practising ;  but  that  it  was  without 
any  intention  of  retaining  any  part  of  that  duchy 
otherwise  than  for  this  end  of  preserving  the  peace 
of  Christendom.  All  this,  with  many  more  cir- 
cumstances. Monsieur  Serinchamps,  the  Lorrain 
Envoy,  alledged  at  the  conferences  with  the  States 
and  allies  upon  this  occasion ;  and,  for  the  treaty 
of  1662,  he  seemed  to  wonder  it  should  ever  be 
mentioned,  as  a  thing  wholly  invalid,  and,  as  every 
body  thought,  thereupon  long  since  forgotten: 
that  the  last  Duke  had  no  power  to  dispose  of  that 
duchy  from  his  nephew ;  because,  if  the  Salique 
law  had  place  in  Lorrain,  it  was  unalienable  from 
'  the  next  heir-male ;  if  \h^  feminine  succession,  then 
that  Duke  himself  had  no  title  at  all  to  it*  but  it 
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belonged  to  the  present  Duke  even  in  the  life  of 
his  uncle.  Secondly,  that  it  was  invalid,  by  the 
French  non-performance  of  the  only  condition  on 
their  side,  upon  which  the  old  Duke  pretended 
to  have  made  it ;  which  was,  that  the  Princes  of 
that  family  should  be  assumed  into  the  rank  of 
Princes  of  the  blood  in  France ;  and,  that  upon  re- 
gistering that  treaty  of  1662  in  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  without  that  clause,  the  old  Duke  had  de- 
clared it  void  within  three  weeks  after  it  was  made. 
Thirdly,  that  a  treaty  was  concluded  the  year  after, 
being  1663,  at  Marsal,  between  the  most  Christian 
King  and  the  said  Duke ;  by  which  he  was  to  con- 
tinue in  the  possession  of  all  his  territories,  besides 
Marsal,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  enjoyed  them  by 
the  treaty  of  1661 ,  as  he  did  till  the  seizure  of  them 
by  France  in  1670,  during  a  profound  peace,  and 
with  the  professions  above  mentioned  made  by 
France  to  his  Majesty  at  that  time  (as  Monsieur 
Serinchamps  averred)  as  well  as  to  the  other  Courts 
of  Christendom. 

These  arguments  were  of  such  force  with  all  the 
confederates,  that  they  were  unanimous  and  firm 
in  positively  insisting  upon  the  passports  of  that 
Duke,  with  the  usual  forms ;  and  the  more,  since 
France  had  advanced  a  pretence  to  that  duchy, 
which  was  never  thought  of  before  among  the  al- 
lies. The  Austrian  Ministers  told  me  ft^ankly^  that 
the  treaty  should  never  be  without  this  allowance 
of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain's  title,  nor  the  peace  with- 
out his  restitution.  The  States  said,  they,  for  their 
parts,  would  willingly  refer  this,  and  any  other 
matters  concerning  the  treaty,  to  his  Majesty's  ar- 
bitration ;  but  that  they  were  bound  already  by 
other  treaties  to  their  allies ;  and  particularly  to 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain ;  and  could  not  break  n^om 
them  upon  a  point  of  such  apparent  right  as  this. 
The  Prince  spoke  the  same  language,  and  said  fur- 
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ther,  that  he  was  bound  by  his  oath  of  Stadtholder, 
amodg  other  things,  to  endeavour  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power  to  keep  the  States  to  the  due  observance 
of  their  treaties ;  and  so,  by  the  grace  of  God,  he 
would  do  in  this  as  well  as  in  others. 

All  this  being  signified  to  his  Majesty,  and  by 
him  to  France,  that  Court  continued  peremptory 
in  the  matter ;  and  the  allies  persisting  in  the  same 
disposition,  the  congress  began  to  be  looked  upon 
from  all  sides  as  a  thing  ended  before  it  began. 
The  allies  took  this  pretence  for  a  declaration  from 
France  of  their  resolution  there  should  be  no  treaty 
at  present;  and  grounded  it  upon  some  great  ex* 
pectation  or  design  they  had  upon  further  pro- 
gresses in  Sicily,  or  new  ones  in  Naples ;  or  else; 
from  hopes  of  bringing  in  the  Poles  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Sweden. 

But  the  truth  was,  that  France  had  been  forced 
to  discover  upon  this  incident  what  they  had  al- 
ways at  heart :  and  I  ever  observed  in  the  course 
of  all  these  negotiations,  that  there  were  three  points 
for  which  France  thought  the  war  worth  continu- 
ing to  the  last  extremity;  which  were,  rather  than 
restore  Lorrain,  or  Burgundy,  or  leave  a  good  fron- 
tier on  both  sides  of  the  Spanish  territories  in  Flan-^ 
ders.  The  two  first  would  hinder  the  progress  of 
their  great  design,  whether  of  extending  their  em* 
pire  only  to  the  Rhine,  or  beyond  it :  the  last  would 
hinder  their  conquest  of  Flanders,  whenever  they 
pursued  the  finishing  of  that  adventure,  by  leaving 
ja  passage  for  the  Germans  to  relieve  it,  and  by  so 
great  and  dangerous  a  diversion  as  entering  France 
through  Lorrain  or  Burgundy.   • 

His  Majesty  most  certainly  disapproved,  and 
was  surprised  with  this  pretence  of  France  to  the 
duchy  of  Lorrain ;  but  yet  was  prevailed  with  by 
Monsieur  de  Ruvigny  to  offer  the  expedient  of  hi* 
Majesty,  as  mediator,  giving  all  passports  neces- 
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sary  to  the  congress  at  Nimeguen.  Monsieur  Van 
Beuninghen  Iq  this  matter  ^ted  the  part  rather  of 
a  burgomaster  of  Amsterdam,  than  an  Ambassa- 
dor, of  the  States ;  and  to  make  court  to  that  towp, 
which  began  to  express  great  impatience  for  the 
peace,  he  assured  his  Majesty,  that  his  Masters 
could  not  fail  of  consenting  to  this  expedient.  I 
foresaw  it  would  be  refused,,  and  gave  his  Majesty 
notice  of  it  before  I  proposed  it  to  the  States,  as 
thinking  his  honour,  and  that  of  the  mediation, 
concerned  in  such  a  refusal ;  but,  receiving  direct 
orders  to  propose  it,  I  did  so.  The  States  told  me, 
they  would  of  themselves  consent  to  this,^  c^  what- 
ever else  his  Majesty  should  propose ;  but  having 
communicated  it  to  their  allies,  they  would  not 
hear  of  it ;  some  refusing  it  with  heat,  and  reflect- 
ing upon  his  Majesty's  partiality  to  France ;,  others 
with  suUenness  and  silence,  referring  themselves  to 
new  orders  from  their  Masters. 

Hereupon  the  congress  grew  wholly  desperate^ 
and  all  parties  prepared  for  the  field  without  any 
other  view  for  the  three  months  following  the  first 
rise  of  this  pretension.  In  the  mean  time  there 
passed  a  fight  between  the  French,  and  Dutch  and 
Spanish  ships,  near  Messina ;  wherein  De  Ruyter 
was  shot  in  the  heel  by  a  cannon-buUet,  of  which 
he  died  within  few  days  after,  and  determined  the 
greatest  loss  to  have  certainly  happened  on  that 
$ide,  by  that  of  the  ablest  sea-captain  of  bis  age, 
and  the  best  servant  that  any  Prince  or  State  could 
have :  for  the  rest,  the  advantage  was  not  consi- 
derable on  either  part  in  this  fight,  nor  the  conse- 
quence material  in  the  progress  of  the  French  arms 
in  Sicily,  or  in  any  prospect  of  great  enterprises 
upon  Naples.  On  the  other  side,  the  Swedish  af- 
fairs went  yexy  ill  in  Pomerania,  and  were,  threat- 
ened with  great  invasions  the  following  campaign, 
l^oth  from  Denmark  apd  Brandenburg.    This  qq- 
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cried  the  counsels  of  those  persons  that  engaged 
them  in  this  quarrel.  Two  Ambassadors,  Count 
Oxenstiern  and  Olivecrans,  were  appointed  for  the 
treaty  at  Nimeguen,  who  had  ever  been  of  the  sen- 
timents of  the  faction  which  now  began  to  prevail 
in  the  Swedish  Court :  they  grew  impatient  for  a 
peace,  and  for  the  treaty  in  order  to  it ;  they  de- 
clared their  disapproval  of  the  French  pretension 
raised  to  Lorrain,  which  seemed  only  to  obstruct 
it;  and  that  they  would  send  their  Ministers  to 
the  congress,  whether  the  French  came  or  no :  and 
their  Commissary  at  the  Hague  so  well  seconded 
these  new  dispositions  of  his  Court,  that,  whilst  the 
congress  looked  desperate  by  the  declared  obsti- 
nacy of  both  sides  upon  the  point  of  Lorrain,  ships, 
and  passports  were  dispatched  by  the  States,  with 
consent  of  their  allies,  to  fetch  the  Swedish  Ambas- 
sador from  Gottenburg  into  Holland. 

The  confederates  were  besides  much  animated 
m  their  hopes,  from  the  dispositions  and  humours 
expressed  in  a  late  session  of  Parliament  in  Eng- 
land ;  which  grew  so  high  against  the  French,  or 
at  least,  upon  that  pretence,  against  the  present 
conduct  of  his  Majesty  or  his  Ministers,  that  the 
King  prorogued  them  about  Christmas,  before 
any  or  the  matters  projected  by  the  warm  men 
amongst  the  House  of  Commons  were  brought  into 
form. 

The  French  were  upon  their  march  into  Flan- 
ders, and  that  King,  at  the  head  of  a  great  and 
brave  army,  threatened  some  great  enterprise.  The 
Prince  was  preparing  to  go  away  into  the  field,  with 
resolution  and  hopes  of  having  the  honour  of  a  bat- 
tle at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  ;  all  thoughts 
of  the  congress  meeting  before  the  end  of  it  were 
laid  aside ;  when  about  the  middle  of  May  I  was 
extremely  surprised  to  receive  a  packet  from  Se- 
cretary Williamson,  with  the  French  passports  for 
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the  Duke  of  Lorrain's  Ministers,  in  the  form  and 
with  the  styles  demanded  by  the  allies.  And  here- 
upon, all  difficulties  being  removed,  the  passports 
were  exchanged  by  the  end  of  May. 

Some  days  were  lost  by  a  new  demand  of  the  al- 
lies for  passports  likewise  for  the  Duke  of  New- 
burg's  Ministers,  who  was  newly  entered  into  the 
common  alliance ;  and  the  same  paces  were  ex- 
pected likewise  from  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  (at  least 
so  theGermansflatteredthemselvesor  theirfriends.) 
Upon  this,  some  of  the  Ministers  of  the  allies  at 
the  Hague,  whose  Masters  were  very  unwilling  the 
congress  should  begin  before  the  campaign  ended, 
prevailed  with  the  States  to  send  deputies  to  me, 
to  demand  passports  for  the  Duke  of  Newburg, 
and  any  other  Princes  that  should  enter  into  their 
alliance ;  and  to  declare,  that,  if  these  were  refused 
by  France,  they  would  look  upon  what  had  been 
already  granted  as  void. 

I  was  something  surprised  at  so  unexpected  a 
message  from  the  States ;  and  told  their  Deputies, 
that  such  a  resolution  was  impracticable ;  that  his 
Majesty  had  undertaken  to  procure  passports  for 
the  parties  engaged  in  the  war,  and  all  the  allies 
they  had  named  on  both  sides,  which  was  done, 
and  thereupon  the  congress  ready  to  begin ;  and 
such  a  delay,  as  this  would  occasion,  was  both  a  dis- 
respect to  his  Majesty,  and  that  could  not  be-  con- 
sented to  by  France,  nor  the  reciprocal  of  it  by 
any  of  the  allies  that  foresaw  the  consequences 
which  might  happen  upon  it:  that  some  ally  of 
France  might  fall  off  to  the  confederates,  or  some 
of  the  confederates  to  France ;  and  with  such 
circumstances,  as  it  could  not  be  expected  either 
of  them  should  think  fit  to  give  passports,  or  treat 
with  them  at  the  congress ;  nor  was  it  a  thing  in 
any  form,  to  demand  passports  without  naming  for 
whom  they  should  be.   After  several  other  excep- 
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tions,  the  Deputies  desired  me  to  let  them  repre- 
sent my  reasons  against  it  to  the  States,  and  to  ex- 
pect their  answer  till  the  next  afternoon ;  and  one 
of  them  told  me,  as  he  went  out,  that  I  had  all  the 
reason  in  the  world,  and  that  they  had  been  too 
easy  in  it  upon  the  instances  of  some  allies.    Next 
day  the  Deputies  came  to  let  me  know  the  States 
had  altered  their  resolution,  and  desired  only,  that 
his  Majesty  would  procure  passports  for  the  Duke 
of  Newburg's  Ministers ;  which  I  easily  undertook. 
This  change  had  not  passed  without  violent  heats 
between  the  States  Deputies  and  the  Ministers  of 
some  allies,  who  pressed  them  so  far,  that  one  of 
the  Deputies  answered  him.  Que  pretendez  vom 
.  donc^  MessieurSy  de  nous  faire  dechirer  par  la  ca^- 
naille?  [Do  you  intend  then.  Gentlemen,  to  make 
.  us  be  torn  in  pieces  by  the  rabble  ?]   Which  shews 
the  disposition  that  ran  so  generally  at  this  time 
throughout  the  trading  provinces  towards  a  peace* 
There  remained  now  but  one  preliminary  unde- 
termined, which  was,  to  fix  some  extent  of  neutral 
country  about  the  place  of  congress.   France  would 
have  extended  ittwo  leagues  round;  theallieswould 
have  it  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  river  Waal,  upon 
which  Nimeguen  stood,  and  was  divided  by  it  from 
the  Betuwe,  a  part  of  the  province  of  Holland,  and 
through  which  lay  the  straight  road  into  the  rest 
of  that  country.  Both  these  proposals  were  ground- 
ed upon  the  same  reason :  that  of  France,  to  faci- 
litate the  commerce  of  their  Ambassadors  with  the 
towns  of  Holland,  incite  the  desires,  and  enter  in- 
to practices  of  peace  distinct  from  the  motions  of 
the  congress:  fliat  of  the  allies,  to  prevent  or  en- 
cumber the  too  easy  and  undiscovered  passage  of 
the  French  emissanes  upon  this  occasion.     How- 
ever, both  were  positive  in  their  opinions ;  so  as 
this  matter  came  not  to.be  determined  till  some 
time  after  the  congress  began,  and  but  lamely  then* 
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CHAPTER  11. 

The  Prince  was  now  ready  to  go  into  the  field, 
and  told  me,  that,  before  he  went,  he  must  have 
some  talk  with  me  in  private,  and  at  leisure ;  and 
to  that  purpose  desired  it  might  be  in  the  garden 
of  Honslaerdyck.     We  appointed  the  hour,  and 
met  accordingly.     He  told  me,  I  would  easily  be- 
lieve, that,  being  the  only  son  that  was  left  of  his 
family,  he  was  often  pressed  by  his  friends  to  think 
of  marrying,  and  had  many  persons  proposed  to 
him,  as  their  several  humours  led  them :  that,  for 
his  own  part,  he  knew  it  was  a  thing  to  be  done  at 
one  time  or  other ;  but  that  he  had  hitherto  ex- 
cused the  thoughts  of  it,  otherwise  than  in  gene- 
ral, till  the  war  was  ended :  that,  besides  his  own 
friends,  the  Deputies  of  the  States  began  to  press 
him  more  earnestly  every  day,  and  the  more,  as 
they  saw  the  war  like  to  continue;  and  perhaps 
they  had  more  reason  to  do  it  than  any  others : 
that  he  had  at  last  promised  them  he  would  think 
of  it  more  seriously  and  particularly,  and  so  he  had, 
and  resoh'^ed  he  would  marry;  but  the  choice  of  a 
person  he  thought  more  difficult :  that  he  found 
himself  inclined  to  no  proposals  had  been  made 
him  out  of  France  or  Germany,  nor  indeed  to  any 
thathad  been  mentioned  upon  thisoccasion  by  any  of 
his  friends  but  that  of  England :  that,  before  he  con- 
cluded to  make  any  paces  that  way,  he  was  resolved 
to  have  my  opinion  upon  two  points ;  but  yet  would 
not  ask  it,,  unless  I  promised  to  answer  bim  as  a 
friend,  or  at  least  an  indifferent  person,  and  not  as 
the  King's  Ambassador.     When  I  told  him  he 
should  be  obeyed,  he  went  on,  and  said,  that  be 
would  confess  to  me,  during  the  late  w'ar,  neither 
the  States,  nor  he  in  particular,  were  without  ap- 
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plications  from  several  persbns,  and  considerable, 
in  England,  who  would  fain  have  engaged  them  to 
head  the  discontents  that  were  raised  oy  the  con- 
duct of  the  Court  in  that  whole  war,  which  he  knew 
was  begun  and  Carried  on  quite  cotiti'ary  to  the  hu- 
mour  of  the  nation,  and  might  perhaps  have  proved 
very  dangerous  to  the  Crown,  if  it  had  not  ended 
as  it  did :  that  all  these  persons,  who  pretended  to 
be  much  his  friends,  were  extremely  against  any 
tlK)ughts  of  his  marrying  in  England ;  their  reasons 
were,  that  he  would  by  it  lose  dl  the  esteem  and 
interest  he  had  there,  and  be  believed  to  have  run 
wholly  into  the  dispositions  and  designs  of  the 
Court,  which  were  generally  thought  so  different 
from  those  of  the  nation,  especially  upon  the  point 
of  religion,  that  his  friends  there  did  not  believe 
the  government  could  be  long  without  some  great 
disturbance,  unless  they  changed  their  measures, 
which  was  not  esteemed  very  likely  to  be  done : 
and  upon  this  he  desired  tny  thoughts  as  a  friend. 
The  next  was  upon  the  person  and  dispositions  of 
the  young  lady;  for  though  it  would  not  pass  in  the 
world  for  a  Prince  to  seem  concerned  in  those  par- 
ticulars,  yet,  for  himself,  he  would  tell  me  without 
any  sort  of  affectation,  that  he  was  so,  and  in  such 
a  degree,  that  no  circumstances  of  fortune  or  in- 
terest  would  engage  him,  without  those  of  the  per- 
son, especially  those  of  humour  and  dispositions : 
that  he  might,  perhaps,  not  be  very  easy  for  a  wife 
to  live  with ;  he  wsls  sure  he  should  not  to  such 
wives  as  were  generally  in  the  Courts  of  this  age : 
that  if  he  should  meet  with  one  to  giVe  him  trou- 
ble at  home,  it  was  what  he  should  not  be  able  to 
bear,  who  was  like  to  have  enough  abroad  in  the 
course  of  his  life :  and  that,  after  the  manner  he 
was  resolved  to  live  with  a  wife,  which  should  be  the 
best  he  could,  he  would  have  one  that  he  thought 
likely  to  live  well  with  him,  which  he  thought  chiefly 
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depended  on  her  disposition  and  education ;  and  if 
I  knew  any  thing  particular  of  the  L^ady  Mary  in 
these  points,  he  desired  me  to  tell  him  freely.   . 

I  answered  his  Highness,  That  I  was  very  glad 
to  find  he  was  resolved  to  marry,  being  what 
he  owed  his  family  and  friends :  that  I  was  much 
more  pleased  that  his  inclination  led  him  to  en- 
deavour it  in  England :  that  I  thought  it  as  much 
for  his  interest,  as  others  of  his  English  friends 
thought  it  was  against  it ;  that  the  King  and  his 
Highness  would  ^ver  b^  able  to  do  one  another, 
more  good  and  more  harm  than  any  other  Princes 
could  do  either  of  them,  by  being  friends  or  ene. 
mies :  that  it  was  a  great  step  to  be  one  degree 
nearer  the  Crown,  and  in  all  appearance  the  next ; 
that  for  his  friends  (as  they  pretended  in  England) 
they  must  see  much  farther  than  I  did,  to  believe 
the  King  in  any  such  dangers  or  difficulties  as  they 
imagined :  that  the  Crown  of  England  stood  upon 
sur^r  foundations  than  ever  it  had  done  in  former 
times,  and  the  more  for  what  had  passed  in  the 
last  reign  ;  and  that  I  believed  the  people  would 
be  found  better  subjects  than  perhaps  the  King 
Tiimself  believed  them  :  that  it  was  however  in  his 
power  to  be  as  well  with  them  as  he  pleased,  and 
to  in^ke  as  short  turns  to  such  an  end ;  if  not,  yet, 
with  the  help  of  a  little  good  husbandry,  he  might 
pass  his  reign  in  peace,  though  not  ^perhaps  with  so 
much  ease  at  home,  or  glory  abroad,  as  if  he  fell 
into  the  vein  of  his  people :  that  if  the  Court  wer^ 
of  sentiments  different  from  those  of  his  Highness, 
yet  his  advisers  would  make  him  a  greater  com- 
pliment in  believing  him  as  likely  to  induce  the 
Court  to  his,  as  in  concluding  they  would  bring 
him  tq  theirs ;  and  if  that  should  happen,  the  most 
seditious  men  in  England  would  be  hard  put  to  it 
to  find  an  ill  side  in  such  a  match.  That,  for  the 
other  point,  I  could  say  nothing  to  it,  l)ut  t^iat  | 
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had  always  heard  my  wife  and  my  sister  speak  with 
ail  the  advantage  that  could  be  of  what  they  could 
discern  in  a  Princess  so  young,  and  more  from 
what  they  had  been  told  by  the  governess,  with 
whom  they  had  a  particular  friendship,  and  who, 
they  were  sure,  took  all  the  care  that  could  be  in 
so  much  of  education  as  fell  to  her  share. 

After  two  hours  discourse  upon  this  subject,  the 
Prince  concluded  he  would  enter  upon  this  pursuit, 
and,  in  order  to  it,  would  write  both  to  tne  King 
<and  the  Duke,  to  beg  their  favour  to  him  in  it,  and 
their  leave  that  he  might  go  over  into  England  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign :  that  my  wife,  who  wa9 
then  going  over  upon  my  private  affairs,  should 
carry  and  deliver  both  his  letters ;  and,  during  her 
stay  there,  should  endeavour  to  inform  herself  the 
most  particularly  she  could  of  all  that  concerned 
the  person,  humour,  and  dispositions  of  the  young 
Princess,  in  which  he  seemed  so  much  concerned. 

Within  two  or  three  days  after  these  discourses, 
the  Prince  brought  his  letters  to  my  wife,  and  went 
immediately  to  the  army ;  and  she  went  suddenly 
^er  into  England  with  those  dispatches,  and  left 
me  preparing  for  my  journey  to  Nimeguen,  where 
the  Dutch  first,  and  after  them  the  French  Am- 
bassadors were  arrived,  and  consequendy  those  of 
the  two  principal  parties  in  the  war. 

Before  I  went,  Du  Moulin  met  my  chaplain  in 
the  Voorhout,  and  told  him  he  was  so  ill,  that  he 
knew  he  had  not  long  to  live ;  and  that  he  could 
not  die  in  quiet  without  asking  my  pardon  for  so 
jnany  false  and  injurious  things  as  he  confessed  to 
Jiave  said  of  me  since  my  last  embassy  in  Holland, 
though  he  had  before  had  all  the  esteem  that  could 
be  for  me.  He  desired  my  chaplain,  since  I  had 
always  refused  to  see  him,  that  he  would  do  this 
office  for  him,  and  ask  my  pardon  as  from  a  dying 
inan.    This  Moulin,  after  having  been  much  9m« 
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ployed  and  favoured  by  my  Lord  Arlington  durinj 
the  counsels  and  vogue  of  the  triple  alliance,  ant 
disgraced  by  him  after  the  change  of  those  mea- 
sures in  Ei^gland,  went  over  into  Holland,  was  en- 
tertained by  the  Prince  as  one  of  his  secretaries, 
grew  into  great  favour  and  confidence  during  the 
war,  was  made  use  of  by  the  maJecontents  of  Eng- 
land in  their  applications  at  the  Hague  ;  and  was 
thought  worth  all  my  Lord  Arlington's  instances 
and  endeavours  when  he  was  at  the  Hague,  to  re- 
move him  from  the  Prince's  service.  I  received 
afterwards  commands  to  the  same  purpose,  and 
compassed  it  not  without  time  and  difficulty :  he 
had  not  been  long  laid  aside  when  this  happened; 
and  whether  that,  or  the  knowledge  of  the  Princess 
late  resolution  to  pursue  the  match  in  England, 
helped  to  break  his  heart ;  or  whether  it  were  a 
consumption,  as  his  friends  gave  out,  I  know  not, 
but  he  died  soon  after,  and  with  him  the  intrigues 
of  that  party  in  England,  that  had  for  some  time 
employed  him,  and  busied  his  friends  in  Holland. 

After  many  delays  in  the  dispatch  and  exchange 
of  the  passports,  I  got  loose  from  the  Hague  about 
the  beginning  of  July  1676,  upon  my  journey  to 
Nimeguen ;  where  the  French  and  Dutch  Ambas- 
sadors, being  already  arrived,  pressed  .very  much 
for  my  coming,  in  regard  Sir  Lionel  Jeilfeips  ex- 
cused himself  from  pexforming  any  acts  or  offices 
of  the  mediation  fill  my  arrival,  and  contented 
himself  to  pass  only  the  usual  visits.  The  dispo- 
sitions I  observed  in  the  several  parties  towards 
the  success  of  this  congress,  when  I  went  in  order 
to  the  opening  of  it,  were  very  different,  and  very 
unlikely  to  draw  it  to  any  sudden  issue ;  but  only 
to  attend  and  be  governed  by  the  successes  of  the 
several  armies  in  the  field,  and  the  events  expected 
from  the  actions  of  the  campaign.     The  French 
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had  given  all  the  facility  they  could  for  some 
months  past  to  the  forming  of  tlie  congress,  and 
made  all  the  haste  they  could  for  their  Ambassa^ 
dors  to  be  upon  the  place,  desiring  no  better  peace 
than  upon  the  present  plan  of  af&irs ;  and  hoping 
by  their  forwardness,  and  the  great  backwardness 
of  some  of  the  allies,  to  make  way  for  some  sepa- 
rate treaties  with  those  among  them  who  began  to 
be  impatient  for  the  peace.  The  House  of  Austria 
was  sullen,  as  losers  use  to  be,  and  so  were  very 
slow  and  resty  in  all  their  paces  towards  this 
treaty ;  the  Germans  hoping  for  great  successes  of 
their  arms  in  this  campaign,  and  the  Spaniards 
flattering  themselves  with  the  interests  his  Majesty 
had  in  the  preservation  of  Flanders,  and  with  the 

{)art  which  the  Parliament  in  England  seemed  of 
ate  to  have  taken  in  their  affairs ;  and  both  were 
in  hopes  that  something  might  arise  from  one  of 
these  sides,  to  make  room  for  pretensions  that 
could  not  be  in  countenance  as  things  stood  at 
present.  The  Swede  was  very  earnest  for  a  peace, 
as  having  more  hopes  of  recovering  himself  that 
way  than  by  the  course  of  a  war.  Denmark  and 
Brandenburg  were  violent  for  continuing  the  war, 
finding  the  Swedes  weak,  divided,  and  unrelievable 
by  France  any  otherwise  than  with  their  moneys, 
and  hoping  to  drive  theih  this  summer  out  of  Ger- 
many. The  States  were  very  desirous  of  the  peace, 
having  no  pretences  of  th^r  own,  but  to  get  well 
out  of  a  war  that  ruined  their  trade  and  drained 
their  money ;  but  they  diirst  not  break  from  their 
confederates,  not  trusting  England  enough,  nor 
FraQoe  at  all,  so  as  to  leave  themselves  in  a  condi- 
tion of  depending  upon  either  of  them  after  the 
peace  should  be  made.  One  general  thread  ran 
through  the  counsels  on  both  sides ;  on  the  French, 
to  break  the  confidence  and  union  of  the  confe- 
deracy by  different  paces  and  advances  to  the  se- 
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veral  parties  in  the  course  of  the  treaty ;  on  the 
confederates,  to'preserve  the  same  confidence  and 
union  with  which  they  had  carried  on  the  war, 
even  after  the  peace  should  be  made.  His  Ma- 
jesty^ though  he  was  offered  by  some  of  the  parties 
to  be  arbiter,  as  well  as  mediator,  in  the  present 
differences ;  and  was  known  by  them  all  to  have  it 
in  his  power  to  make  that  figure  as  he  pleased,  yet 
chose  the  othe^,  and  gave  us  orders  accordingly, 
only  to  perform  the  offices  of  a  bare  mediation^ 
and  to  avoid  the  parties  submitting  their,  difier- 
ences  to  his  determination:  so  that,  upon  the 
whole,  it  was  easy  to  foresee  the  congress  would 
Only  prove  a  business  of  form ;  and  proceed  no 
otherwise  than  as  it  should  be  moved,  or  rather 
governed,  by  the  events  of  the  field. 

However,  the  opening  of  it  might  well  be  called 
the  dawn  of  a  peace ;  which  put  me  iif  mind  of 
the  only  prophecy  of  this  sort  that  I  have  ever 
thought  worth  taking  notice  of;  nor  should  I  have 
done  so,  but  that  Monsieur  Colbert  shewed  it  me 
at  my  coming  to  Nimeguen,  and  made  me  remem- 
ber to  have  seen  it  in  my  Lord  Arlington's  h^nds 
in  the  year  1668,  who  told  me  it  was  very  old,  and 
had  been  found  in  some  abbey  of  Germany,  It 
was  in  these  terms :  "* 

Lilium  intrahit  in  terram  konis^  feras  in  brachiis 

gerens ;  aquila  movebit  alaSj  et  in  aiuvilium  veniet 

Jilius  hominis  ab  austrox  tunc  erit  ingens  bellum  per 

totum  terrarum  orbem  ;  ^ed  post  quatuovMnnos  pax 

elucescety  et  salus  eritjilto  hominis  unde  exitium  pu^ 

tnbatur. 

■'^. 

"  The  lily  shall  invade  the  land  of  the -lion, 
bearing  wild  beasts  in  its  arms ;  the  eagle  shall 
?nove  its  wings,  and  the  son  of  man  shall  come  to 
his  assistance  from  the  south :  then  there  shall  be 
great  war  throughout  the  world ;  but  after  fou^ 
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years  peace  shall  dawn,  and  the  son  of  man  be 
delivered  by  those  from  whom  Ills  ruin  was  ex- 
pected." 

Those  who  have  a  mind  to  give  credit  to  sucl\ 
prophecies  from  the  course  of  events,  must  allow 
the  leopards  (the  ancient  arms  of  England)  to  be 
meant  by  the  wild  beasts ;  the  King  of  Spain  by 
the  son  of  man ;  the  congress  at  Nimieguen  (four 
years  after  the  war  began)  by  the  dawn  of  peace ; 
smd  Spain's  having  been  saved  by  the  States  and 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  by  those  from  whom  its  ruin, 
was  expected.  But  I  easily  believe,  that  as  mosfe^ 
prophecies  which  run  in  the  world  arise  from  the 
contrivances  of  crafly,  or  the  dreams  of  enthusias- 
tical  lieads ;  and  the  sense  of  them  (where  there 
is  any)  lies  wrapped  up  in  mystical  or  incoherent 
^xpressio^js,  fit  to  receive  many  sorts  of  interpreta* 
tions ;  and  some  perhaps  from  the  leisure  of  great 
wits  that  are  ill  employed,  and  seek  diversion  to 
themselves  by  writing  things  at  random  with  the 
scornful  thought  of  amusing  the  world  about  no- 
thing ;  so  others  are  broached  for  old,  either  after 
events  happen,  or  when  they  are  so  probable  as  to 
be  easily  conjectured  by  foreseeing  men :  and  it 
seems  strange,  that  of  the  first  kind  (being  so  many) 
that  no  more  happen  to  be  fulfilled,  with  the  help 
of  so  much  inclination  to  believe,  as  well  as  so 
much  invention  to  wrest  the  meaning  of  words  to 
the  sense  pretended.  But  M^ether  this  I  mention 
may  not  have  been  one  of  tne  last  kind  is  uncer- 
tain ;  for  i*  that  very  year  it  jyas  produced,  and 
given  my  Lord  Arlington  by  a  Frenchman  (as  he 
told  me),  the  design  of  this  war  was  not  only  lay- 
ing, butrwell  advanced  by  the  practices  of  Mons. 
Colbert  upon  the  Ministers  of  our  Court  (where 
he  was  then  Ambassador),  and  by  the  violent  hu- 
mour of  my  Lord  Clifford  to  enter  into  the  leagues 
then  projected  by  France  j  so  that,  the  very  day 
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the  Parliament  |^ve  his  Majesty  a  mighty  sum  of 
money,  to  compliment  him  upon  so  applauded  a 
counsel  and  success  as  that  of  the  triple  alliance  in 
the  year  1668,  that  Lord,  coming  out  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  where  he  was  then  a  member,  could 
not  hold  saying  to  a  friend  of  mine  who  came  out 
with  him.  That,  for  all  this  great  joy,  it  must  not 
be  long  before  we  have  another  war  with  Holland. 
And  which  of  these  two  prophecies  were  the  more 
to  be  considered,  or  the  better  inspired,  I  leave  it 
to  every  one  to  guess  as  they  please* 

Nimeguen  is  seated  upon  the  side  of  a  hill,  which 
is  the  last  of  Germany,  and  stoops  upon  the  river 
Waal,  which  washes  the  lower  part  of  the  town^ 
and  divides  it  from  the  Betuwe,  an  island  lying  all 
upon  flat  low  ground,  between  the  Wa^  and  the 
old  Rhine,  which  was  the  ancient  seat  of  those  the 
Romans  called  Batavians,  and,  for  their  bravery 
and  love  of  liberty,  took  into  their  confederacy, 
when  they  subjected  all  the  neighbouring  parts  of 
Gaul  and  Germany.  Betuwe  and  Waal  were  the 
ancient  German  names,  and  turned  into  Batavia 
and  Vahalis  by  the  Roman  terminations,,  as  Cdogn 
and  CI  eves  are  Roman  names  changed  into  Ger- 
man. Betuwe  signifies,  in  tfie  ola  German,  fat 
earth,  as  Veluwe  (a  great  heathy  country  on  the 
other  side  the  Rhine)  does  coarse  or  barren  earth. 
Whether  Nimeguen,  came  from  Neomagum,  or 
Neomagum  from  Nimeguen,  I  cannot  determine; 
but  the  old  castle,  as  well  as  many  antiqtiities  found 
about  it,  shew  it  to  have  been  a  colony  of  the  Ro- 
mans ;  and  it  is  seated  in  very  good  air,  encom- 
passed on  three  sides  by  great  and  dry  heaths,  is 
well  built,  and  inhabited  by  a  good  sort  of  people. 

I  excused  myself  from  letting  the  magistrates  of 
Nimeguen  know  what  time  I  designed  my  arrival 
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there,  though  they  sent  to  inform  themselves  while 
I  was  upon  the  way ;  and  I  refused  any  ceremonies 
at  entry,  to  prevent  that  pretence  in  other  Am- 
bassadors, and  the  troubles  and  disturbances  such 
public  receptions  might  occasion.    However,  I 
could  not  escape  some  part  of  it,  for  which  I  had 
like  to  have  paid  a  great  deal  more  than  it  was 
worth.    The  river  of  Nimeguen  is  very  rapid  in 
the  midst  of  the  stream,  which  lies-near  the  town, 
And  spreads  very  broad  upon  the  other  side  to  the 
.  Betuwe,  being  upon  flat  grounds. .    The  first  part 
of  it  is  passed  by  a  very  large  ferry-boat,  which 
held  at  once  my  two  coaches  and  six  horses,  one 
waggon,  and  my  trunks,  eight  saddle-horses,  and 
would  have  received  many  more.     This  boat  is  of 
a  contrivance  so  singular,  as  well  as  so  commo- 
dious, that  I  have  much  wondered  never  to  have 
seen  it  practised  in  any  other  place  j  for  the  force 
of  the  stream  drives  the  boat  cross  the  river  with- 
<Hit  the  least  pains  of  the  men,  being  kept  to  its 
course  by  a  strong  cable  extended  from  one  side 
to  the  other,  and  mstened  to  a  puUy  set  up  for  that 
purpose  in  the  boat ;  so  that  no  stress  of  weather 
hinders  this  passage^  and  the  harder  the  stream 
runs»  the  sooner  it  is  made.    Where  the  river  grows 
shallow,  and  the  current  slack,  on  the  Betuwe  side, 
it  is  supplied  by  a  bridge  of  planks  for  about  two 
hundred  paces,  which  are  ill  kept,  many  loose  or 
shaking,  and  no  defence  on  the  sides.     When  my 
coaches  were  upon  this  bridge,  the  cannon  of  the 
town  began  to  fire,  and  so  continued  all  the  while 
I  was  upon  the  river ;  which  was  a  piece  of  civi- 
lity well  understood  j  but  my  horses  were  so  un- 
ruly with  that  noise,  and  the  clatter  of  the  planks^ 
that  they  were  much  likelier  to  have  carried  me 
into  the  river  than  into  the  boat.     But  when,  with 
the  help  of  my  servants  on  foot  that  led  them,  we 
got  in  there,  we  were  safe  as  in  a  house,  and  got 
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well  away  to  the  town  where  I  landed  at  Sir  Lionet 
Jenkins'  house,  and  staid  there  till  late  in  the  eveh* 
ingy  to  avoid  any  visits  or  ceremonies  that  night. 

The  next  day  I  was  visited  by  the  French  Am- 
bassadors. With  Monsieur  d'Avaux  passed  little 
but  what  was  common  upon  such  occasions :  but 
the  Marshal  d'Estrades  and  Monsieur  Colbert 
being  of  my  particular  acquaintance  in  my  former 
embassies  at  the  Hague  and  Aix  la  Chapelle,  they 
pretended,  in  their  firstseparate  visits,  to  enter  withf 
me  upon  points  and  terms  of  great  confidence,  and 
upon  matters  that  gave  me  light  into  the  whole  de- 
sign of  France  intended  by  the  steps  of  this  treaty, 
to  which  they  had  of  late  shewed  so  great  forward- 
ness, at  least  in  the  forming  of  this  congress,  and 
dispatch  of  their  Ambassadors,  before  those  of  the 
allies  were  in  any  motion,  or  perhaps  disposition 
towards  it.  They  both  told  me.  That  they  had 
express  and  private  orders  from  the  King  their 
Master,  to  make  me  particular  compliments  upon 
the  esteem  his  most  Christian  Majesty  had  for  my 
person,  and  to  make  their  application  wholly  to  me 
in  the  course  of  this  negotiation,  though  one  of  us 
Ministers  Mediators  came  from  residing  in  their 
own  Court ;  but  they  knew  very  well  I  had  the 
King  my  Master's  confidence  as  well  as  that  of  his 
Ministers ;  and,  that  having  had  the  framing  of 
this  congress  from  the  first  overtures,  and  through 
all  the  preliminaries,  there  was  no  other  hand  but 
mine  capable  of  finishing  it ;  and  therefore  they 
presaged  me  all  the  glory  of  it :  that  I  might  reckon 
upon  all  the  facility  their  Master  could  give  to- 
wards it ;  but  that  after  such  successes  in  the  war, 
and  at  the  head  of  so  great  forces  both  at  land  and 
sea,  it  could  not  be  expected  he  should  yield  to  re- 
store what  his  arms  had  conquered.  On  the  other 
side,  they  knew  very  well,  that  though  the  Stated 
were  bent  uppn  the  peace,  yet  the  forwardness  or 
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extravagant  demands  of  their  allies  would  engage 
them  as  long  as  they  could  in  the  war,  unless  the 
Prince  of  Orange  would  interpose  his  authority, 
which  was  so  great  with  all  the  allies,  that  they 
were  sure  of  Uieir  consenting  to  whatever  terms 
the  Prince  should  be  resolute  in  proposing  for  the 
peace :  that,  to  draw  it  therefore  to  a  happy  issue, 
there  was  no  w^but  for  his  Highness  first  to  agree 
privately  with  France  upon  the  conditions,  and 
what  every  party  should  content  themselves  with ; 
and  afterwards,  in  the  course  of  the  treaty,  to  draw 
'  all  things,  by  concert  together,  to  the  scope  agreed 
between  them  j  in  which  the  Prince  might  make 
use  of  the  known  temper  of  the  States  to  bring  it 
to  a  sudden  issue,  and  to  make  a  separate  peace, 
in  case  the  unreasonable  pretences  of  their  allies 
should  hinder  or  delay  a  general  one :  that  this  part 
was  acted  by  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  at  Munster, 
who  was  in  private  concert  with  France  through 
the  whole  proceedings  of  that  treaty,  though  he 
went  on  with  the  allies  in  the  public  transactions : 
that  he  owed  the  greatness  of  his  House  to  this 
counsel,  and  to  the  consideration  and  support  it 
had  ever  since  received  from  the  Crown  of  France : 
that,  by  pursuing  the  same  at  Nimeguen,  it  would 
be  in  the-Prince  of  Orange's  power  to  do  the  same 
for  himself  and  his  family ;  and  that,  for  what  con- 
cerned his  own  personal  interests  and  advantages, 
their  Master  had  given  them  power  to  assure  him, 
he  should  have  carte  blanche^  and  draw  his  own 
conditions  upon  it:  that  though  they  had  other 
ways  of  making  this  overture  to  the  Prince,  yet 
they  had  order  to  do  it  by  none  but  me,  if  I  would 
charge  myself  with  it :  that  they  knew  the  credit 
and  confidence  I  was  in  with  the  Prince,  and  how 
far  he  would  defer  to  my  opinions  in  what  concern- 
ed the  public  interests  of  his  allies  as  well  as  his 
own:  and  that,  if  I  would  espouse  this  affair,  be* 

VOL.  II.  2  a 
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sides  the  glory  of  having  alone  given  a  peace  to 
Christendom,  I  might  reckon  upon  what  I  pleased 
myself  from  the  bounty  and  generosity  of  the  King 
their  Master* 

This  was  the  sum  of  what  was  said  by  them  both, 
though  in  several  and  private  visits :  but  I  observed 
Monsieur  Colbert  to  havebeen  instructed  with  more 
particular  confidence,  and  to  design  it  with  me, 
even  apart  from  both  his  colleagues  and  mine,  in  the 
pursuit  of  this  intelligence ;  but  Monsieur  d*Es- 
trade^valued  himself  chiefly  upon  his  enterinff  in- 
to it  with  me  preferable  to  all  others,  though  he 
had  several  other  ways  of  doing  it  with  the  Prince, 
as  well  as  into  what  practices  he  should  think  fit 
with  the  States,  by  the  help  of  so  many  friendships 
and  habitudes  as  I  knew  he  had  contracted  in  Hol- 
land, during  so  long  a  course  of  employments  there. 

I  answered.  That  I  was  obliged  to  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  for  his  good  opinion,  and  to  them 
for  having  given  it  him,  not  having  myself  at  all 
the  honour  of  being  known  to  him :  that  I  should 
make  no  ill  use  of  this  great  honour  and  confidence, 
whether  I  should  be  able  to  make  a  good  one  or 
not:  that,  for  his  Majesty's  dispositions  to  promote 
the  peace,  they  knew  them  as  well  as  I ;  but  that 
many  considerations  had  engaged  him  to  instruct 
us  tne  Mediators  only  to  promote  a  general  peace, 
and  not  to  enter  into  any  paces  towards  any  par- 
ticular one,  or  separate,  between  the  parties,  which 
such  a  private  and  previous  concert  between  France 
and  the  Prince  of  Orange  would  look  very  like; 
and  therefore  I  did  not  see  how  I  could  enter  upon 
it  without  particular  orders  from  the  King:  that, 
besides,  I  would  confess  to  them,  that  I  did  not 
think  it  would  be  of  any  great  effect,  if  I  should 
receive  them ;  and  that  the  best  service  I  could  do 
them  (the  Ambassadors)  was  to  let  them  know  very 
ifreely  all  that  I  knew,  or  at  least  thought,  of  the 
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Prince  of  Orange,  and  his  dispositions  in  this  great 
affair,  that  they  might  the  better  guess  what  paces 
to  expect  from  him :  that  I  was  sure  he  desired  the 
peace  as  much  as  the  States  'could  do ;  that  the 
weak  conduct  of  Spain,  and  distracted  counsels  of 
the  Empire,  were  enough  to  force  him  upon  it,  with- 
not  many  other  circumstances  that  were  too  well 
known  to  trouble  them  with :  that  the  Prince  knew 
very  well  there  would  be  no  difficulty  at  all  in  the 
terms  of  a  peace  between  France  and  Holland,  and 
that  all  would  arise  from  their  allies,  who  had  en-' 
tered  into  the  war  only  in  their  defence:  that  their 
faith  and  honour  were  since  engaged  by  many  trea- 
ties concluded  with  them,  and  which  hindered  them 
from  making  any  separate  peace :  that,  in  all  those 
treaties,  the  Prince's  honour  was  more  particularly 
engaged,  upon  which  personally  the  several  confe- 
derate Princes  were  known  to  rely  more,  than 
upon  any  public  resolution  or  instruments  of  the 
States :  that,  if  any  ways  could  be  found,  or  offers 
made  towards  bringing  his  Highness  out  of  this 
war,  with  the  safety  of  his  honour,  by  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  allies,  upon  any  sort  of  terms,  I  was  sure 
he  would  fall  into  them  with  all  the  joy  that  could 
be ;  but  to  break  from  them,  against  all  faith  and 
agreements,  by  separate  measures,  I  believed  he 
would  never  be  induced,  but  by  the  last  extremities 
of  the  war,  or  necessities  at  home:  and  that,  for  his 
own  personal  interests,  I  was  confident  no  advan- 
tages to  be  offered  him  would  ever  be  considered 
by  his  Highness,  how  great  soever ;  but  that  two  or 
three  towns,  more  or  less  to  the  Spaniards,  for  the 
strength  of  their  frontier  in  Flanders,  would  pre- 
vail more  with  him  than  all  could  be  done  for  his 
interest  in  Orange  or  Burgundy;  and  that  all  other 
propositions  of  advantages  more  than  were  avowed 
in  the  course  of  the  treaty  were,.  I  believed,  what 
he  would  take  ill  from  any  that  should  make  them  j 
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and  yet,  whenever  I  saw  him  next,  I  would  tell  him 
of  all  that  had  passed  in  this  conversation:  but,  for 
the  deference  they  believed  his  Highness  might 
have  for  my  sentimd^s,  I  would  assure  them,  my 
opinion  was,  he  had  none  for  mine,  or  any  man's 
else,  further  than  as  their  arguments  prevailed  up- 
on bis  judgment :  that  he  had  sense  enough  to  go- 
vern himself,  and  I  believed  he  would  always  trust 
to  it,  though  he  might  advise  with  other  men. 

After  these  conversations,  during  the  time  I  staid 
at  Nimeguen,  Monsieur  Colbert  made  many  small 
attacks  of  this  kind  upon  me,  and  sometimes  con- 
tented himself  only  to  let  fall  some  things  in  con- 
versation, to  try  if  I  was  disposed  to  enter  further 
upon  that  subject:  but  the  Mareschal  d'Estrades 
immediately  after  began  to  turn  his  battery  another 
way,  which  was  ujpon  the  Pensioner  Fagel,  by  the 
intervention  of  a  person  of  Maestricht,  many  of 
whose  letters  the  Pensioner  shewed  me  upon  the 
same  occasion;  and  with  all  the  offers  that  could 
be  made  of  consideration  and  advantage  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  which  met  with 
no  other  reception  from  his  Highness  than  what  I 
foretold. 

After  the  first  visits  between  us  and  the  French 
and  Dutch  Ambassadors,  whom  only  we  found  at 
Nimeguen,  we  received  a  visit  from  the  magi- 
stratesof  the  town,  who  told  us,  they  had  order  from 
the  States  to  remit  the  government  of  the  city  to 
our  disposition,  during  the  present  treaty ;  and  to 
proceed  no  otherways  in  it,  than  according  to  such 
orders  as  they  should  receive  from  us  the  Mediators. 
We  told  them,  it  was. his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that 
we  should  not  at  all  intermeddle  with  it,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  we  should  consign  into  the  hands 
of  the  ordinary  justice  of  the  town  any  of  our  do- 
mestics that  should  be  guilty  of  any  crime  against 
the  peace  and  government  of  the  place  j  and  that 
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justice  should  be  done  upon  them  according  to  their 
faults;  and  that  we  should  not  take  upon  us  to 
withdraw  or  protect  them  fro^  the  ordinary  course 
of  justice,  by  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that  cha- 
racter his  Majesty  had  given  us. 

After  this  we  applied  ourselves  to  propose  some 
regulations  for  the  order  and  quiet  of  so  numerous 
an  assembly  as  this  was  like  to  prove  (in  a  town  but 
too  strait,  and  composed  of  narrow  streets),  and  to 
the  establishment  of  some  compass  of  neutral  coun- 
try about  it,  for  the  convenience  and  divertisement 
oi  the  company  that  should  compose  it.  For  the 
first,  we  gave  in  a  paper  to  the  French  and  Dutch 
Ambassadors,  with  certain  articles,  to  which  we  de- 
sired their  consent ;  not  doubting,  but  all  others, 
that  should  come  after,  would  easily  fall  into  what 
they  should  previously  agree  to  upon  our  desire. 
They  were  these,  as  we  gave  them  in  French,  the 
language  used  in  all  conferences,  and  most  papers, 
that  passed  in  this  treaty. 

1  •  Q,ue  pour  eviter  les  incofi"        1  •  That  for  avoiding  the  in- 

veniens  qui  pourroient  arriver  conveniences  which  may  hap- 

par  le  grand  nombre  de  trains  pen  by  the  great  number  of 

dans  desrues^  qui  sent  si  etroites^  trains  in  the  streets,  which  are 

if  entre' des  coins  si  incommodes,  so    narrow,   and   turnings   so 

les   Amhassadeurs    Mediateurs  incommodious,   the  Ambassa- 

proposenty  de  nefaire  les  visites,  dors  Mediators  propose,  not  to 

mesme  celles  de  ceremonie,  qu^a*  make  any  visits,  even  those  of 

vec  chacun  Ambassadeur  deux  ceremony,  with  more  than  two 

pages  8f  quatre  laquais,  8i  un  pages  and  four  lackeys  each 

carosse  h  deux  chevaux;  8;  de  Ambassador;  and  one  coach 

n'aller  h  aucune  place  de  coTife-  with  two  horses ;  and  not  to  go 

rence,  ou  autres  lieux  puUics  to  any  place  of  conference,  or 

avec  plus  d^un  page  ^  deux  la'-  other  public  places,  with  more 

qwis  h  chaque  Ambassadeur.  than  one  page  and  two  lackeys 

to  every  Ambassador. 

2.  Qu*en  cas  de  rencontre  de        2.  That  when  coaches  meet 

carosses    dans    les    lieux   trop  in  too  narrow  places,  where 

istroiis  pour  le  passage  de  Pun  there  is  not  room  to  pass  by 

8(  de  l*autrey  chacun^  au-Ueux  one  another,  every  one,  instead 

de  f^embarrasser  pour  le  pas,  y  of  contendd^g  for  precedenc}'! 
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apportera  toute  sorie  dejaciliti^ 
fif  sarrestera  le  premier  quand 
il  sera  le  premier  averti  que  le 
passage  est  trap  Sstroit^  of  fera 
place  en  cos  que  de  son  costtcela 
se  trouve  le  plusjadle. 

S.  Que  les  laquais  ne  parte- 
ront  espiey  batons  ni  baguette ^ 
par  les  rues  ;  ni  les  pages  plus 
que  de  baguette  seiUement. 

4f,  Que  les  Ambassadeurs  sur 
aucun  crime  commis  par  aucun 
de  leurs  domestiques  contre  la 
paix  publiquey  renonceront  a  la 
protection  des  dits  domestiquesy 
S(  les  remettront  aussitost  entre 
les  mains  de  la  Justice  de  la  vil* 
ley  laprians  8^  autorisans  depro- 
ceder  contre  eux  selon  les  regies 
ordinaires. 

5.  Quen  cos  de  quelque  in- 
suite  ou  querellejaite par  aiccun 
de  leurs  domestiques  contre  ceux 
d'aucun  autre  Amhassadeur  ou 
Ministre  publicy  les  Ambassa- 
deurs  remettront  tels  domestiques 
entre  les  mains  du  maistre  de  la 
partie  qffensiey  pour  estre  punis 
^  sa  discretion. 


shall  mind  rather  to  make  the 
passage  easy  to  each  other,  and 
stop  first  if  he  have  the  first 
notice  that  the  passage  is  too 
strait,  and  give  place  to  the 
other,  in  case  it  be  more  easy 
on  his  side. 

3.  That  lackeys  shall  not 
wear  a  sword,  nor  carry  a  staff, 
or  stick,  in  the  streets;  nor 
pages  any  more  than  a  little 
stick. 

4.  That  the  Ambassadors, 
upon  any  crime  committed 
against  the  public  peace,  by 
any  of  their  domestics,  shall 
renounce  all  protection  of  the 
said  domestics,  and  deliver 
them  up  into  the  hands  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  city;  de- 
siring and  authorising  them  to 
proceed  against  them  accord- 
ing to  their  ordinary  rules. 

5.  That  in  case  any  insult  or 
quarrel  be  made  by  the  domes- 
tics of  one  Ambassador,  against 
those  of  another  Ambassador 
or  public  Minister,  the  Ambas- 
sadors shall  deliver  up  such  of 
their  domestics  into  the  hands 
of  the  master  of  the  party  of- 
fended, to  be  punished  at  his 
discretion. 


The  French  Ambassadors  received  this  paper 
with  much  approbation  and  compliment  to  us  upon 
the  design  and  conception  of  it,  and  said  they  were 
ready  to  give  their  full  consent  to  every  part  of  it, 
excepting  only  the  second  article ;  but  upon  this 
they  could  not,  without  first  acquainting  their  Ma- 
ster, from  whom  they  had  orders  to  maintain,  upon 
all  occasions,  the  rank  that  Spain  had  yielded  to 
them  by  treaty ;  so  that  they  could  not  stop  or 
make  way  for  the  Ministers  of  that  Crown,  though 
they  would  do  it  for  those  of  Brandenburg.    We 
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told  them,  we  doubted  not  but  the  Emperor's  Am- 
bassadors would  be  content  to  fall  into  the  general 
rule  for  so  good  an  end ;  and  that  for  ourselves  the 
Mediators  (who  were  out  of  all  competition  by  that 
quality),  yet  we  resolved  to  practise  it  with  the  rest, 
and  give  the  example. 

The  French  Ambassadors  seemed  satisfied  in 
theirownopinions;but,however,desiredtheymight 
first  communicate  it  to  their  Court.  The  Dutch 
Ambassadors  wholly  approved  of  it,  and  resolved 
to  conform  their  practices  accordingly,  unless  they 
found  other  Ambassadors  should  decline  it.  How- 
ever, about  a  fortnight  after,  the  French  Ambassa- 
dors, upon  dispatches  from  their  Court,  began  to 
change  their  language ;  and  told  us,  that,  for  the 
first  article.  Monsieur  de  Pompone  thought  it  not 
necessary  to  restrain  the  numbers  of  Ambassadors 
trains,  since  they  were  well  provided  against  dis- 
orders by  the  following  articles:  that,  besides,  this 
would  in  a  mannei"  level  the  Ambassadors  of  the 
greatest  Kings  with  the  Ministers  of  smaller 
Princes,  at  least  in  the  eyes  of  the  menu  peuple 
f  the  vulgar],  who  measure  the  dignity  of  persons 
by  the  train  that  attend  them.  For  the  second 
article,  they  consented  to  it,  with  an  apostyle  of 
their  own  upon  it,  providing,  that  it  should  not 

Srejudice  the  rights  of  any  Princes,  nor  ever  be 
rawn  into  consequence  in  any  other  place  or  time. 
We  found  by  these  answers,  that  the  French  Am- 
bassadors had  less  vanity  than  their  Court,  and  won- 
dered to  find  it  so  avowed,  and  to  descend  to  cir- 
cumstances so  low  and  so  minute :  for  though  va- 
nity be  a  weakness,  or  a  fault,  that  the  fewest  men 
are  without ;  yet  it  is  that,  of  all  others,  that  the 
fewest  will  own ;  and  few  private  men,  though  per- 
haps affected  with  the  gazes  and  opinion  of  the 
rabble  that  fill  the  streets  as  they  pass,  will  yet  pre- 
tend or  confess  to  consider  them.    However,  wq 
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thought  best  to  let  it  pass,  and  the  rather  because 
we  knew  it  was  no  more  the  sense  of  the  French 
Ambassadors  than  ours ;  for  which  they  had  one 
more  particular  reason,  which  was  the  noise  that 
ran  of  the  magnificent  preparations  and  equipage 
designed  by  the  Marquis  de  Balbaces  and  Count 
Antoine  towards  their  appearance  in  this  congress; 
the  first  whereof  was  one  of  the  richest  subjects  of 
Spain,  heir  and  descendant  of  the  famous  Spinola ; 
and  the  other  had  great  revenues  from  the  Duke 
of  Oldenburg  (being  his  natural  son)  and  was  cho- 
sen by  Denmark  on  purpose  to  appear  with  lustre 
in  this  embassy :  and  the  French  Ambassadors  ap- 
prehended either  being  outshined  by  these  at  their 
arrival,  or  being  engaged  in  greater  expences  up- 
on the  vye  than  they  expected  from  their  Court ; 
which  usually  leaves  those  kinds  of  services  to  fu- 
ture rewards  by  succeeding  employments  and  ad-  ' 
vances,  rather  than  present  supplies.  When  we  re- 
ceived this  answer  from  them,  we  only  said  Mon- 
sieur Pompone*s  reasoning  from  the  menu  peuple 
[the  vulgar]  seemed  a  little  below  the  greatness  of 
his  Master,  or  the  style  of  a  great  Minister ;  but 
that  we  should  acquaint  the  Dutch  Ambassadors 
with  it,  that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  retract  the 
consent  they  had  already  given,  since  they,  the 
French,  seemed  to  have  done  so ;  but  that,  for  our- 
selves, we  would  observe  at  least  the  rules  we  had 
proposed  to  others,  and  let  them  follow  either  the 
rules  or  examples  as  they  pleased.  The  French 
would  by  no  means  allow  to  have  refused  them,  and 
said,  they  had  only  told  us  Monsieur  Pompone*s 
reflections  upon  them ;  but  that  they  could  not  ab- 
solutely  consent  till  they  had  concerted  with  their 
allies,  the  Swedish  Ambassadors,  whose  arrival  they 
daily  expected.  However,  though  they  were  by 
these  wholly  approved,  yet  the  French  Ambassa- 
dors, during  the  assembly,  made  all  their  first  visits 
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with  the  three  several  Ambassadors  coaches  and  six 
horses,  and  the  whole  number  of  their  train ;  which 
sometimes  reached  further  than  the  space  between 
their  houses  and  of  the  Ministers  where  the  visit 
was  paid.  But  we  continued  to  make  ours  only 
with  two  horses,  and  the  number  of  servants  we 
had  proposed ;  and  the  rest  of  the  rules  were  ob- 
served by  all  with  so  good  effect,  that,  for  one  whole 
year  1  resided  there  together,  there  never  happen- 
ed any  disorder  or  complaint  from  so  numerous 
trains. 

For  the  neutral  country,  we  at  first  proposed  by 
concert  with  the  French  Ambassadors,  to  extend 
it  about  three  leagues,  so  as  to  take  in  the  town  of 
Cleves,  which  has  been  always  celebrated  for  one 
of  the  pleasantest  seats  of  Germany ;  but,  upon 
transmitting  this  proposal  to  the  French  Court,  a 
resolution  came  back  to  their  Ambassadors,  to  ad- 
mit only  two  leagues  from  Nimeguen,  and  that  to 
continue  subject  to  contribution,  and  to  execution 
upon  failure  of  that  being  paid,  as  was  usual  to  the 
garrison  of  Maestricht.  This  we  thought  unprac- 
ticable  with  the  safety  of  the  Ambassadors  or  their 
retinues,  that  should  make  use  of  a  neutrality  sub- 
ject to  inroads  of  armed  troops,  upon  pretence  of 
contribution,  and  admitted  of  many  disputes.  The 
French  Ambassadors  had  orders  from  their  Court 
to  go  out  of  town,  upon  any  occasion  of  airing  and 
entertainment:  the  Dutch  desired  us  to  let  the 
French  know,  the  States  could  not  be  answerable 
for  their  doing  it  safely,  till  a  neutral  country  were 
established,  without  being  liable  to  contribution. 
After  some  time,  rather  than  continue  prisoners  to 
the  town,  or  venture  the  inconvenience  and  danger 
of  parties  ranging  within  the  bounds  of  a  neutral 
country,  a  compass  was  agreed,  about  two  English 
miles  from  the  town ;  and  marked  out  with  several 
great  posts  erected  to  that  purpose,  within  which 
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all  persons  should  have  liberty,  ahd  no  soldier  should 
be  suffered  to  come  in  upon  any  pretext  whatso- 
ever. 

Several  pretensions  were  raised  at  the  opening  of 
this  congress  (which  was  reckoned  from  the  time 
of  two  Mediators  arrival  upon  the  place)  about  the 
right  of  several  Princes  to  send  Ambassadors,  and 
many  disputes  arose  upon  them.  It  had  been  agreed 
at  the  treaty  of  Munster,  that  every  Elector  should 
be  allowed  to  send  a  Minister  thither,  with  the  cha- 
racter of  Ambassador ;  but,  if  they  sent  more  than 
one  in  commission,  that  the  first  only  should  be 
treated  with  Excellence,  and  other  ceremonies  of 
Ambassadors.  This  rule  we  agreed  to  follow  at 
Nimeguen :  and  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  sent 
two  Ambassadors  thither ;  but  we  treated  the  first 
only  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and  left  the  other 
to  his  pretences  and  complaints.  The  French  fol- 
lowed our  example ;  and  the  other  Ambassadors 
did  some  one,  some  the  other,  according  as  their 
interests  engaged  them  to  comply  with  tnat  Elec- 
tor in  this  pretence. 

Upon  admission  of  the  Electors  to  send  Ambas-> 
sadors  to  the  congress,  the  same  pretence  was  soon 
after  raised  by  the  Dukes  of  Lorrain,  Neuburg,  ahd 
Lunenburg :  much  altercation  was  used  upon  this 
subject ;  but  the  precedents  alleged  not  being  found 
without  dispute,  the  thing  lay  quiet,  and  their  En- 
voys  arrived  after  some  time  at  Nimeguen. 

We  agreed,  neither  to  give  the  first  visit,  nor  the 
hand  in  our  houses,  to  any  character  under  that  of 
Ambassador ;  nor  to  other  persons  of  quality,  that 
were  not  either  Counts  of  the  Empire,  or  general 
officers  of  armies. 

There  was  no  dispute  about  the  rank  with  the 
Mediators,  the  French  having  first  yielded  it  by  or- 
der of  their  Court,  till  the  Imperialists  came,  who 
neither  yielded  nor  refused  it,  but  seemed  desirous 
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to  have  that  mark  of  distinction  allowed  between 
the  Emperor's  Ambassadors  and  those  of  all  other 
crowned  heads.  We  held  on  our  pretence  of  it 
from  these,  as  well  as  the  rest ;  but  kept  it  from 
coming  to  any  decision  till  the  very  signing  of  the ' 
treaty;  finding  the  Emperor  not  inclined  to  yield 
it,  and  knowing  that,  if  it  were  refused  there,  the 
admission  granted  by  the  rest  might  come  to  be  re- 
tracted upon  that  example. 

The  other  Ambassadors  were  left  to  their  usual 
pretences:  the  French,  that  all  should  yield  to 
them ;  and  the  rest,  of  none  yielding  to  one  an- 
other ;  in  which  the  Swedes  carried  the  point,  even 
with  their  allies  the  French,  as  nicely  and  positively 
as  any  others. 

The  Swedes  arrived  about  the  middle  of  August, 
sent  first  to  us,  and  then  to  the  French,  to  notify 
their  arrival.  This  happened  late  in  the  evening ; 
so  we  deferred  our  compliments  and  desires  of  an ' 
hour  till  next  morning.  The  French  made  theirs 
the  same  night  to  Monsieur  Oxenstiern,  the  first  in 
commission,  who  gave  them  an  hour  the  next  morn-» 
ing;  and  to  our  Secretaries,  who  came  to  them 
about  that  time,  they  gave  an  hour  in  the  afternoon. 
The  visits  were  made  accordingly :  but,  upon  our 
insisting  that  the  first  visit  ought  to  be  returned  to 
the  Mediators,  from  whomsoever  the  first  should  be 
received;  the  Swedish  Ambassadors,  after  some 
time  to  consider  it,  determined  the  point,.and  made 
us  the  first  visit,  though  the  French  had  first  made 
it  to  them.  And  this  was  observed  by  the  Ambas* 
sadcnrs  that  afterwards  arrived,  during  my  residence 
there. 

I  remember,  no  other  points  of  the  ceremonial, 
that  seem  to  have  been  established  by  the  course  of 
this  assembly,  unless  it  was  one  particular  to  our- 
selves, who  declared  that  we  would  dine  with  no 
Ambassador  till  the  peace  was  concluded,  being  de- 
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sirous  to  avoid  the  troubles  and  engagements  of 
perpetual  invitationst  as  well  as  the  unkindness  of 
excuses  at  one  time,  or  to  some  person  more  than 
another ;  but  our  own  tables  were  open,  each  of  us 
three  days  in  the  week,  two  post-days  being  reserv- 
ed to  ourselves  for  business,  and  one  for  diversion 
or  exercise  abroad ;  and  several  of  the  Ambassa- 
dors, especially  the  French,  came  to  our  tables,  not- 
withstanding this  resolution,  which  they  seemed  to 
take  a  little  to  heart.   But,  to  make  amends,  we  di- 
vided the  nights  by  turns.    Where  there  were  any 
ladies  in  the  Ambassadors  houses,  and  where  the 
evenings  were  spent  in  dancing  or  play,  or  careless 
and  easy  suppers  or  collations ;  in  these  entertain- 
ments, as  I  seldom  failed  of  making  a  part,  and  my 
colleague  never  had  any,  so  it  gave  occasion  for  a 
good  saying  that  passed  upon  it.  Que  la  mediation 
estoit  tousjours  en  pied  pour  f aire  safunctiorij  []That 
the  mediation  was  always  in  a  posture  to  go  on  with 
its  business ;]  for  I  used  to  go  to  bed  and  rise  late; 
while  my  colleague  was  a-bed  by  eight,  and  up  by 
four :  and  to  say  truth,  two  more  different  men  were 
never  joined  in  one  commission,  nor  agreed  better 
in  it. 

For  business,  there  was  very  little  for  many 
months  after  the  congress  began,  till  the  arrival  of 
the  Imperial  Ministers ;  only  the  French  Ambas- 
sadors, soon  after  my  coming,  demanding  an  audi- 
ence, came  to  make  us  the  offer  of  exhibiting  their 
plein-pouvoirs  [full  powers]  into  our  hands,  not 
doubting,  as  they  said,  of  the  Dutch  being  ready  to 
do  the  same.  But,  upon  our  acquainting  the  Dutch 
Ambassadors  with  this  overture,  they  told  us,  that 
it  was  in  the  choice  of  the  French  Ambassadors  to 
do  it  when  they  pleased,  but  they  did  not  conceive 
the  hastening  of  it  would  gain  any  time,  since  they 
had  no  orders  to  make  that  pace  without  a  pre- 
vious concert  with  their  allies ;  and  consequently. 
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though  the  French  should  do  it,  yet  they  would,  at 
present,  neither  exhibit  their  own,  nor  make  any 
reflections  (as  might  be  necessary)  upon  those  of 
the  French.  From  this  answer,  the  French  took 
occasion  to  press  the  Dutch  extremely  upon  mak- 
ing instance!  to  all  their  allies  to  hasten  to  the  trea* 
ty,  or  else  to  declare  that  they  would  enter  into 
afi^rs  without  them ;  and  not  without  some  intima- 
tion of  their  Master's  being  resolved  to  recall  them, 
in  case  this  was  refused,  or  much  longer  delayed. 
The  Dutch  excused  the  retardments  given  to  the 
treaty  so  long,  by  the  many  difficulties  raised  by 
the  French  Court  upon  occasion  of  the  passports, 
which  were  not  yet  aispatched  to  some  of  their  new 
allies;  but,  however,  promised  to  acquaint  the  States 
with  these  instances,  and  endeavour  to  dispose  them 
to  fix  some  time,  by  which  they  would  order  their 
Ambassadors  to  enter  into  matter,  unless  the  Mi- 
nisters of  the  allies  were  arrived  at  Nimeguen. 

In  these,  and  several  other  points,  interceding 
between  the  French  and  Dutch  Ambassadors,  we 
carried  the  proposals  and  answers  from  one  to  the 
other,  at  their  houses,  by  word  of  mouth ;  which 
continued  till  the  assembly  was  completed,  and  a 
place  of  conference,  with  much  difficulty,  agreed  at 
the  Stadthouse  of  Nimeguen ;  where,  after  many 
difficulties  between  the  two  confederacies,  and 
many  more  between  the  parties  that  composed  each 
of  them,  two  chambers  were  at  length  agreed  for  the 
parties,  and  one  for  the  mediators,  by  which  our 
pains  were  lessened,  but  without  other  advantage; 
nor  was  there  any  point  that  gave  us  more  trouble 
than  the  adjusting  this  among  the  p^trties :  for  the 
French  were,  from  the  very  first,  most  declaredly 
averse  from  treating,  either  by  writings,  or  from 
agreeing  to  a  place  of  public  conference ;  conceiv- 
ing this  would  tend  to  keep  the  body  of  the  confe- 
deracy united  in  the  treaty,  as  well  as  the  war ; 
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whereas  their  design  was  to  break  that  union  here, 
which  they  could  not  in  the  field,  and  find  some 
way  or  other  of  entering  into  separate  measures  for 
a  peace  with  some  of  the  parties  engaged.  In  the 
mean  time  the  allies  fou^d,  or  took,  as  many  occa- 
sions as  they  could,  of  delaying  the  dispatch  of 
their  Ministers  to  the  congress,  while  they  had 
hopes  of  hindering  the  Dutch  from  proceeding 
without  them ;  and  that  they  believed  might  be  done 
till  this  campaign  should  end;  from  the  events 
whereof  the  several  Princes  might  the  better  take 
their  measures  for  the  conditions  of  a  peace  that 
should  be  proposed  or  insisted  on  in  this  treaty.^ 
And  this  disposition  of.  theirs  was  so  well  pursued, 
that  no  other  Ambassadors  arrived  at  Nimeguen 
till  November ;  though  we  and  the  French,  and  the 
Dutch,  had  been  so  long  upon  the  place,  and  the 
Swedes,  soon  after  us. 

In  the  mean  time  the  successes  of  the  campaign,, 
that  were  expected  absolutely  to  govern  the  mo- 
tions of  the  treaty,  were  various  as  to  the  gross  of 
the  war,  but  ran  as  high  to  the  advantage  of  the 
French,  as  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Swedish  af- 
fiiirs. .  By  force  of  great  treasures,  and  great  order 
in  disposing  them,  the  French  magazines  were  al- 
ways filled  in  the  winter,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
take  the  field  as  they  pleased  in  the  spring,  with- 
out fearinff  the  weather  for  their  foot,  or  expect- 
ing grass  for  their  horse.  On  the  other  side,  the 
Spaniards  want  of  money  and  order,  left  their  troops 
in  Flanders,  neither  capable  to  act  by  themselves, 
upon  any  sudden  attempt,  nor  to  supply  with  pro- 
visions in  their  march  either  Dutch  or  Germans 
that  should  come  to  their  relief.  Their  towns  were 
ill  fortified,  and  worse  defended ;  so  that  the  King 
of  France,  marching  in  the  head  of  a  brave  and  nu- 
merous army,  tookConde  in  four  days,  in  the  month 
of  April,  this  year  1676,  before  any  of  the  confede- 
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rates  were  in  the  field ;  and  in  May  sent  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  to  besiege  Bouchain,  with  some  part  of 
his  troops,  being  a  small  though  strong  place,  and 
very  considerable  for  its  situation  to  the  defence 
of  the  Spanish  Netherlands.  The  King,  with  the 
strength  of  his  army,  posted  himself  so  advanta- 
geously,  as  to  hinder  the  Prince  of  Orange  from 
being  able  to  relieve  it,  or  to  fight  without  disad- 
vantage. 

The  Prince  struggled  through  all  the  difficulties 
from  the  season,  or  want  of  provisions  and  maga- 
zines in  Flanders,  and  marched  with  his  army  in 
sight  of  the  French  King  by  the  middle  of  May. 
The  armies  continued  some  days  facing  one  another, 
and  several  times  drawing  out  in  order  to  a  battle, 
which  neither  of  them  thought  fit  to  begin  ;  whe- 
ther not  willing  to  hazard,  without  necessity  or  ad- 
vantage, so  decisive  an  action  as  this  was  like  to 
prove;  or  whether  the  French  contented  themselves 
to  carry  their  point  by  hindering  the  relief  of  Bou- 
chain, which  must  fall  without  it;  while  the  Prince 
of  Orange  was  withheld  by  the  Spaniards  from  pur- 
suing his,  which  was  to  give  a  battle  that  the  Spa- 
niards knew  could  not  be  lost  without  the  loss  of 
Flanders.     The  armies  continued  facing  one  an- 
other till  Bouchain  was  surrendered  the  eighth  day 
of  the  siege.     The  Prince  returned  to  refresh  his 
army,  harassed  with  so  hasty  a  march  upon  so  sud- 
den preparations ;  and  the  King  of  France  return- 
ed home,  leaving  his  army  under  the  Marshal  de 
Schomberg,  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  enemies. 
The  Prince  fell  into  concert  with  the  Spaniards  and 
German  Princes  near  the  Lower  Rhine  for  the  siege 
of  Maestricht ;  which,  though  the  strongest  of  the 
Dutch  frontiers  when  it  was  taken,  had  been  yet 
fortified  by  the  French  since  they  possessed  it,  with 
all  the  advantages  of  art  and  expence",  and  with  a 
garrison  of  eight  thousand  chosen  men,  under  Cal- 
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vo,  a  resolute  Catalonian,  who  commanded  there 
under  the  Marshal  d'Estrades  governor  of  the 
place,  but  then  at  Nimeguen. 

About  the  end  of  July  the  trenches  were  open- 
ed by  the  Prince,  and  the  siege  carried  on  with  such 
bravery,  so  many  and  desperate  assaults,  for  about 
three  weeks ;  that  as  wagers  were  continually  offer- 
ed, with  odds,  at  Nimeguen,  that  it  would  be  taken 
within  such  or  such  a  time,  so  we  did  not  observe 
the  Marshal  d'Estrades  was  willing  to  take  them, 
or  seemed  at  all  confident  it  would  be  so  well  de- 
fended.   The  Prince,  and  the  Rhingrave  (who  was 
designed  for  governor  of  the  town,  as  his  father 
had  been),  were  ever  in  the  head  of  the  attacks ; 
and  made  great  use,  as  well  as  proof,  of  the  despe- 
rate courage  of  the  English  troops,  upon  all  those 
occasions :  many  of  the  outworks  were  taken,  with 
great  slaughter  on  both  sides  j  but  were  supplied 
by  new  retrenchments,  and  by  all  the  art  and  in- 
dustry of  a  resolute  captain,  and  brave  soldiers 
within.    About  the  middle  of  August,  the  Prince, 
exposing  himself  upon  all  occasions,  received  a 
musket-shot  in  his  arm ;  at  which  perceiving  those 
about  him  were  daunted,  he  immediately  pulled  off 
his  hat  with  the  arm  that  was  hurt,  and  waved  it 
about  his  head,  to  shew  the  wound  was  but  in  the 
flesh,  and  the  bone  safe ;  at  which  they  all  revived, 
and  the  Prince  went  on  without  interruption  in  all 
the  paces  of  the  siege.     But  a  cruel  sickness  fall- 
ing into  his  army,  weakened  it  more  than  all  the 
assaults  they  had  given  the  town.    The  Germans 
came  not  up  with  the  supplies  they  had  promised, 
and  upon  which  assurance  the  siege  was  underta- 
ken J  and  the  Rhingrave,  who,  next  the  Prince,  was 
the  spring  of  this  action,  happening  to  be  wound- 
ed soon  after,  was  forced  to  leave  the  camp  for  a 
castle  in  the*  neighbourhood,  where  he  died :  by  all 
which  the  army  grew  disheartened,  and  the  siege 
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faint.  In  the  mean  time,  Monsieur  de  Schomberg, 
who  trusted  to  a  vigorous  defence  at  Maestricht, 
had  besieged  and  taken  Aire ;  and,  after  the  Prince's 
army  was  weakened  by  the  accidents  of  the  siege, 
marched  with  all  the  French  forces  through  the 
heart  of  the  Spanish  Low-Countries,  to  the  relief  of 
Maestricht ;  upon  whose  approach,  and  the  resolu- 
tions of  a  council  of  war  in  the  Prince's  camp,  the 
siege  was  raised,  and  with  it  the  campaign  ended 
in  the  Dutch  or  Spanish  provinces.  And  from  this 
time  the  Prince  of  Orange  began  to  despair  of  any 
success  in  the  war,  after  such  trials  and  experience 
of  such  weakness  in  the  Spanish  forces  and  con- 
duct,  and  uncertainty  in  the  German  counsels  or 
resolutions. 

However,  the  Imperial  army  took  Philipsburg  in 
the  end  of  September  this  year  1676;  which  was 
yielded  for  want  of  provisions,  and  as  much  against 
common  opinion  and  expectation,  as  the  contrary 
event  in  the  siege  of  Maestricht. 

The  affairs  of  Denmark  and  Brandenburg  pro- 
spered all  this  while  against  Sweden,  with  advan- 
tage in  most  of  the  sieges  and  encounters  that  pass- 
ed this  summer,  and  the  first  part  of  the  winter  fol- 
lowing, so  that  the  Swedes  seemed  to  be  losing 
apace  all  they  had  so  long  possessed  in  Germany : 
but  the  Imperial  forces,  though  joined  by  those  of 
the  several  Princes  upon  the  Upper  Rhine,  had 
made  no  progress  in  their  designed  conquests  there, 
and  were  forced  to  seek  their  old  quarters  on  the 
German  side  of  the  Rhine  upon  the  approach  of 
the  French,  which  was  a  true  and  undisputed  deci« 
sion  of  the  small  success  of  this  campaign. 

After  it  was  ended,  the  parties  engaged  in  the 
war  began  to  turn  their  thoughts,  or  at  least  their 
eyes,  more  towards  the  motions  of  the  treaty  than 
they  had  hitherto  done.  The  Prince  of  Orange 
writ  to  me,  desired  to  see  me  for  a  day  or  two  a.t 
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Spesdyck  near  Amersfort,  about  a  day's  journqr 
firom  Nimeguen.    He  complained  much,  and  wra 
too  much  reason,  of  the  conduct  of  his  allies ;  the 
weakness,  or  rather  uselessness,  of  the  Spanish 
troops  in  Flanders,  for  want  of  pay  or  order  j  the 
Imperial  armies  acting  without  design  upon  the 
Rhine,  or  with  dependence  upon  orders  &om  Vi- 
enna,  where  the  emulation  of  the  Ministers  made 
such  distraction,  and  counter-paces  of  their  Gene- 
rals,  that  the  campaign  had  passed  with  small  eff 
feet,  after  the  promises  of  vigorously  invading  ei- 
ther Lorrain  or  France :  how  the  Dukes  of  Lunen- 
burg had  failed  of  sending  their  troops  to  Maes- 
tricht ;  which,  with  the  sickness  of  the  camp,  had 
rendered  that  siege  ineffectual :  so  that  he  began 
to  despair  of  any  good  issue  of  the  war ;  and  would 
be  glad  to  hear  I  hoped  for  a  better  of  the  peace, 
upon  our  scene  at  Nimeguen,  after  the  paces  and 
progress  whereof  he  made  particular  enquiries.    I 
told  him  how  little  advances  had  been  hitherto 
made,  by  the  slowness  of  his  allies  dispatching  their 
Ministers  thither;  how  little  success  could  be  ex- 
pected from  the  pretensions  of  the  parties  when 
they  should  meet ;  especially  France  pretending  to 
keep  all  they  had  got  by  the  war,  and  Spain  to  re- 
cover all  they  had  lost ;  how  his  Majesty  seemed  of 
the  mind  to  concern  himself  no  further  than  the 
paces  of  a  mediator,  our  orders  being  only  to  con- 
vey the  mind  or  proposals  of  the  parties  from  one 
to  another,  and  even  to  avoid  the  offers  of  any  re- 
ferences upon  them  to  his  Majesty's  determination; 
so  that  my  opinion  was,  that  it  must  be  the  war 
alone  that  must  make  the  peace,  and  that  I  sup- 
posed it  would  do  at  one  time  or  other,  by  the 
weakness  or  weariness  of  one  of  the  parties. 

The  Prince  seemed  of  my  mind,  and  said,  the 
events  of  the  war  would  depend  upon  the  conduct 
^t  Madrid  and  Vienna  before  next  campaign ;  for^ 
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Without  soitie  gf  eat  successes,  he  did  not  believe 
the  States  would  be  induced  to  continue  it  longer. 
I  told  the  Prince  the  discourses  Monsieur  Colbert 
had  entertained  me  with  upon  my  arrival  at  Nime- 
^en,  in  which  his  Highness  was  chiefly  concerned. 
Upon  which  he  replied  coldly,  he  had  heard  enough 
of  the  same  kind  another  way,  which  Monsieur 
d^Estrades  had  found  out  to  Pensioner  Fagel ;  but 
that  they  knew  him  little  that  made  him  such  over- 
tures J  and,  for  his  own  interests  or  advantages,  let 
them  find  a  way  of  saving  his  honour,  by  satisfying 
i^ain,  and  nothing  of  his  concerns  should  retard 
the  peace  an  hour. 

After  my  return  to  Nimeguen,  I  found  the 
French  making  all  the  advances  they  could  to- 
wards the  progress  of  the  treaty ;  and  they  were 
(no  doubt)  in  earnest :  being  in  a  posture  to  insist 
tipon  their  present  possessions,  and  having  made  a 
great  hand  of  this  last  campaign,  they  were  willing, 
like  gamesters  that  have  won  much,  to  give  over, 
unless  obliged  to  play  on  by  those  that  had  lost. 
The  Swedes  were  more  in  haste  and  in  earnest  for 
the  peace  than  any,  hoping  no  resource  for  their 
losses  in  Germany  by  tne  war.  The  Dutch  were 
grown  impatient  for  the  peace,  finding  France 
would  make  no  difficulty  of  any  thing  between 
them,  offering  privately  by  their  emissaries,  espe- 
tiaHy  at  Amsterdam,  such  a  reglement  of  com- 
merce as  they  could  desire,  the  restitution  of 
Maestricht,  and  of  all  satisfaction  the  Prince  of 
Orange  could  pretend  upon  his  losses,  or  their 
seizures  in  the  war.  But  Denmark  and  Branden- 
burg were  as  violent  against  the  peace,  having  swaU 
lowed  up  in  their  hopes  all  that  Sweden  had  pos- 
sessed in  Germany:  and  though  the  Emi)eror 
seemed  to  pretend  little  after  the  taking  of  Philips- 
burg,,  besides  the  restitution  of  Lorrain  and  the 
towns  of  Alsace  to  the  posture  they  were  left  in  by 
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the  Monster  treaty,  yet  they  were  so  fast  linked, 
both  with  their  German  allies  and  with  Spain,  that 
they  resolved  to  make  no  paces  in  the  treaty  but 
by  common  concert :  and  Spain,  though  sensible 
of  the  condition  their  affairs  in  Flanders  were  in, 
as  well  as  in  Sicily,  yet  upon  a  design  then  hatch- 
ing at  Madrid,  for  removal  of  the  Queen-Regent 
and  her  Ministry,  to  introduce  Don  John  to  head 
the  affairs  of  their  government,  had  conceived  great 
hopes  to  recover  those  desperate  infirmities  that 
their  inveterate  disorders  both  in  counsels  and  con- 
ductj  especially  in  their  finances,  had  for  so  long 
time  occasioned.  Besides,  they  had  confidences 
still  given  them  from  their  Ministers  in  England, 
that  his  Majesty  would  not,  after  all,  be  contented 
to  see  Flanders  lost,  or  would  be  forced  into  the 
war  by  the  humour  of  his  Parliament.  For  these 
reasons  the  allies  seemed  to  make  no  haste  at  all  to 
the  congress,  and  some  of  them  hardly  to  look  that 
way ;  and  none  of  the  parties  were  yet  arrived, 
besides  the  French,  the  Swedes,  and  the  Dutch: 
but  about  the  end  of  September  the  French  Am- 
bassadors gave  us  notice,  that  their  Master,  having 
made  so  many  advances  towards  peace,  and  being 
so  ill  seconded  by  the  proceedings  of  the  confe- 
derates, and  their  slowness  in  coming  to  the  treaty, 
was  resolved  to  recall  his  Ambassadors,  unless  those 
of  the  chief  confederates  should  repair  toNimeguen 
within  the  space  of  one  month. 

This  we  communicated  to  the  Dutch  Ambassa- 
dors, and  they  to  the  States ;  who,  after  some  con- 
ferences  with  the  Ministers  of  their  allies,  came  to 
a  resolution  that  they  would  enter  upon  the  treaty 
themselves,  if  the  Ministers  of  their  confederates 
should  not  repair  to  Nimeguen  by  the  first  of  No- 
vember; which  was  afterwards,  upon  some  dis- 
putes,  declared  to  be  meant  old  style,  being  that 
of  the  place  where  the  congress  was  held. 
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The  noise  of  this  resolution  of  the  States  was 
more,  among  their  allies,  than  the  danger,  since 
there  were  ways  enough  to  raise  difficulties,  and 
spin  out  time,  after  the  Ambassadors  should  arrive, 
as  well  as  before ;  but  yet  it  had  so  much  effect, 
that  the  several  confederates  did  upon  it  begin  to 
hasten  away  one  or  other  of  their  intended  Am- 
bassadors  towards  Nimeguen  (as  Count  Kinski 
from  Vienna,  Don  Pedro  Ronquillo  from  England, 
where  be  then  resided  as  Spanish  Envoy),  but  not 
the  persons  principally  intrusted,  or  at  the  head 
of  their  embassies ;  nor  with  powers  to  proceed 
further  than  preliminaries ;  and  from  Denmark 
Monsieur  Heug,  without  any  news  of  Count  An- 
toine's  preparation,  who  was  appointed  chief  of  that 
embassy ;  any  more  than  of  the  Bishop  of  Gurck, 
or  Marquis  ae  Balbaces,  the  chiefest  of  those  de- 
signed from  the  Emperor  and  Spain. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Dutch  began  to  lay  load 
upon  their  allies,  for  their  backwardness,  so  de- 
clared,  in  making  any  paces  towards  the  treaty  ; 
to  cavil  upon  the  obligations  they  were  under  of  so 
many  great  subsidies  to  so  many  Princes  their  al- 
lies, for  carrying  on  a  war  which  the  allies  pursued 
for  their  own  separate  interests  or  ambition,  though 
entered  into  perhaps  at  first  for  defence  of  Hol- 
land, with  whose  safety  theirs  were  complicated. 
Hereupon  their  Ministers,  both  at  the  Hague  and 
Nimeguen,  took  the  liberty  to  say  publicly,  and 
upon  several  occasions,  and  in  several  companies, 
that  their  Masters  would  pay  no  subsidies  to  their 
allies  the  next  campaign,  unless,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  would,  by  their  fair  and  sincere  proceedings 
in  the  treaty,  put  the  French  in  the  wrong,  as  their 
expression  was. 

The  Swedes  had,  as  well  as  the  French,  offered 
to  deliver  us  their  powers ;  but  this  was  aeferred 
by  the  Dutch  to  the  arrival  of  their  allien,  till  aftet 
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the  first  of  November  was  elapsed.  The  French 
began  to  press  them  upon  it,  in  consequence  of 
the  States  resolution ;  and,  after  some  little  de-> 
murs,  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  agreed  to  deliver 
theirs.  So  by  concert,  not  without  difficulty,  we 
agreed,  that  on  the  21st  of  November  the  several 
powers  should  be  brought  to  us  the  mediators,  by 
the  several  Ambassadors,  at  such  hours  as  they 
should  severally  take  from  us ;  should  be  deposited 
in  our  hands ;  and  that  we  should  afterwards  com^* 
municate  the  originals  mutually  to  the  several  Am^ 
bassadors  at  their  houses,  and  leave  copies  with 
them,  attested  by  us  the  mediators. 

This  was  done  accordingly ;  and  the  morning 
after,  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  brought  us  an  acf 
count  of  several  exceptions  they  were  forced  to 
make  against  several  expressions  in  the  French  and 
Swedish  prefaces  to  their  powers ;  whiph  they  sai4 
were  fitter  for  manifestoes  than  for  powers  of  a 
treaty,  especially  those  of  justifying  the  war  and 
maintaining  the  treaty  of  Westphalia.     But  the 

freatest  stress  they  laid  was  upon  a  clause  in  the 
Vench  powers,  mentioning  the  Pope's  mediation, 
which  they  said  their  Masters  could  never  consent 
to  now,  no  more  than  they  had  at  Munster.  To 
say  truth,  though  the  gaining  of  time  for  the  allies 
coming  might  have  some  part  in  these  exceptions 
of  the  Dutch,  yet  they  were  framed  with  great  art, 
and  shewed  the  great  quickness  and  sharpness  of 
Monsieur  Van  Beverning's  apprehension,  as  well 
as  his  skill  and  experience  in  these  kind  of  affairs; 
being,  I  think,  without  dispute,  the  most  practised 
and  the  ablest  Ambassador  of  any  I  have  ev^r  met 
in  the  course  of  my  employments. 

The  Dutch  exceptions  were  returned^  by  others 
from  the  French  and  Swedes,  against  their  powers; 
but  with  offer  from  both  of  entering  into  the  treaty 
while  these  ms^ters  should  b^  adjustiTig.    The 
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Dutch  accepted  it,  provided  the  French  would 
oblige  themselves  to  procure  new  powers,  free  f^om 
the  exceptions  raised  against  them,  as  the  Dutch 
ofiered  to  do.  After  much  debate,  they  all  agreed 
in  desiring  us,  the  mediators,  to  draw  up  a  form  of 
powers  to  be  used  by  all  the  parties :  we  did  it, 
and  it  was  approved  by  them  all ;  with  some  re- 
serve only  from  the  French,  whether  it  would  be 
fit  to  mention  any  mediation,  since  that  of  the 
Fbpe^s  was  left  out}  and  some  little  tentative^ 
upon  us,  whether  we  would  be  content  to  leave 
out  all  mention  of  his  Majesty's  mediation,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Pope's  ?  This  we  excused  ourselves 
from  doing,  the  whole  frame  of  the  congress  hav- 
ing proceeded  from  his  Majesty's  mediation,  with- 
out any  intervention  of  the  Pope's ;  and  the  Kms^i 
having  been  accepted  by  all  the  parties,  which  the 
Pope's  had  not  been ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the 
very  mention  of  it,  in  the  powers,  declared  against 
by  several  of  them.  And,  by  orders  we  received 
from  Court  upon  occasion  of  this  dispute,  we  de- 
clared to  all  the  parties,  that  though  his  Majesty 
|Hretended  not  to  exdode  any  other  mediation  that 
the  parties  should  think  fit  to  use,  yet  he  could  not 
in  any  wise  act  jointly  with  that  of  the  Pope ;  nor 
suffer  his  Ministers  to  enter  into  any  commerce, 
either  of  visits  or  conferences,  with  any  of  his  that 
might  be  employed  at  Nimeguen. 

In  November  arrived  Mcmsieur  Heug,  one  of 
the  Danish  Ambassadors;  Monsieur  Somnitz  and 
Blaspyl,  the  two  Brandenburg  Ambassadors;  Lord 
Berkley  from  Paris ;  and,  soon  after,  Don  Pedro^ 
Ronqnillo,  one  of  the  Spanish  Ambassadors ;  but 
the  last  continued  incognito  till  the  arrival  of  Count 
Kinski,  who,  whether  he  had  taken  the  gout,  or 
the  gout  had  taken  him,  continued  upon  that  pre- 
tence at  Cologne  till  the  new  year  was  begun. 

The  Spanish  Ambassador  coming  upon  visits^  tc^ 
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my  wife,  and  meeting  me  there,  found  that  way  of 
entering  into  the  present  business  of  the  scene,  as 
much  as  if  he  had  been  declared  upon  it.  He 
agreed  with  the  French  in  this  one  point,  of  de* 
siring  either  the  Pope's  mediation  might  be  men-K 
tioned  in  their  powers,  or  that  his  Majesty,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  peace,  would  suffer  the  mention 
of  his  to  be  left  out :  but  the  Dane,  on  1^  other 
side,  agreed  with  the  Dutch,  in  refusing  to  admit 
any  power  with  mention  of  the  Pope's  mediation. 
There  arose  likewise  another  difficulty,  from  a 
seeming  expedient  proposed  by  the  Dutch,  of  hav- 
ing from  each  party  several  powers  granted  for 
treating  with  the  several  parties  they  were  in  war 
with ;  which  the  French  refused,  or  to  grairt'edRr 
powers  than  for  the  Dutch  and  their  allies :  and  in 
these  disputes  or  difficulties  the  year  1676  ended. 

I  enter  not  at  all  into  the  detail,  or  so  much  as 
mention,  of  the  many  incidents  that  fell  into  the 
course  of  this  treaty  upon  punctilio's  of  visits  or 
ceremonials ;  because  they  seem  to  me  but  so  many 
impertinencies  that  are  grown  this  last  age  into  thi 
character  of  Ambassadors ;  having  been  raised  and 
'  cultivated  by  men  who,  wanting  other  talents  to 
value  themselves  in  those  employments,  endea- 
voured to  do  it  by  exactness  or  niceties  in  the 
forms ;  and  besides,  they  have  been  taken  notice 
of  by  discourses  concerning  this  treaty,  and  at  one 
time  or  other  may  be  exactly  known  by  the  ori- 
ginal papers  of  our  embassy,  which  are  in  two  or 
three  several  hands :  whereas  I  intend  chiefly  to 
declare  the  course  of  this  great  affiur  by  the  more 
material  circumstances,  and  from  the  true  springs 
of  those  events  that  succeeded,  rather  than  trouble 
myself  with  the  forms  that  served  to  amuse  so  long 
this  assembly  at  Nim^uen. 

I  shall  only  make  two  observations  upon  the  ce« 
lemonial ;  the  first  is  upon  the  Emperor's  conduct 
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towards  the  Brandenburg  Ambassadors;  allowing 
his  Ministers  to  treat  them  both  like  Ambassadors 
of  crowned  heads,  though  we  gave  it  only  to  the 
first  of  the  embassy  upon  the  precedent'  of  the 
Munster  treaty,  and  were  followed  in  it  by  the 
Freaeh  and  Swedes  in  the  whole  course  of  this 
treaty  at  Nimeguen.  This  pace  of  the  Emperor 
seemed  not  so  much  grounded,  as  some  thought, 
upon  his  compliance  with  so  considerable  an  ally, 
BS  upon  a  design  to  assist  another  pretension  of  his 
own,  which  is,  not  only  a  difference  of  place,  but 
also  of  rank,  from  all  other  crowned  heads  of 
Christendom:  whereas  the  other  Kings,  though 
they  yield  him  the  place,  yet  they  do  not  allow 
him  a  difference  of  rank.  But  if  the  Emperor 
could,  by  his  example,  prevail  with  other  Kings  to 
treat  the  Electors  like  crowned  heads,  it  would 
fortify  the  pretensions  of  the  Emperor  to  a  differ- 
ence of  rank ;  since  there  is  a  great  one,  and  out 
of  all  contest,  between  him  and  the  Electors. 

My  second  remark  is,  that,  among  all  the  punc- 
tilio's between  the  Ambassadors  at  Nimeguen,  none 
seemed  to  me  to  carry  them  to  such  heights  as  the 
Swedes  and  the  Danes ;  the  first  standing  as  stiff 
lipon  all  points  of  not  seeming  to  yield  in  the  least 
to  the  French  Ambassadors,  though  their  allies, 
and  from  a  Crown  not  only  of  so  mighty  power, 
but  from  whom  alone  they  expected  the  restoring 
of  their  broken  state  in  Germany :  and  the  Danish 
Ambassador,  upon  the  French  powers  being  exhi* 
bited  in  French,  said  he  would  give  his  in  Danish, 
unless  they  would  do  it  in  Latin,  as  a  common  lan- 
guage ;  alledging  he  knew  no  difference  between 
crowned  heads ;  that  the  Danish  Kings  had  been 
as  great  as  the  French  are  now,  and  in  their  pre- 
sent dominions  are  as  absolute.  Upon  all  which 
Monsieur  Van  Beverning  could  not  forbear  to  re* 
fleet,  and  say  to  us,  that  in  his  remembrance  there 
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was  no  sort  of  competition  made  by  those  two 
Northern  Kings  with  the  other  three  great  Kings 
of  Christendom :  that  the  treatment  of  the  States 
to  them  was  very  different,  and  their  Ministers 
made  no  difficulty  of  signing  any  instruments  after 
the  Ministers  of  the  three  great  Crowns*  It  is,  I 
think,  out  of  question,  that  the  pretension  of  parity 
among  the  crowned  heads  was  first  made  in  the 
North  by  Gustavus,  when  he  told  Monsieur  Gra« 
mont,  the  French  Ambassador  in  Sweden  upon  this 
occasion,  that  for  his  part  he  knew  no  distinction 
among  crowned  heads,  but  what  was  made  by  their 
virtue ;  and  this  pretence  was  not  much  disputed 
with  him,  in  respect  to  the  greatness  of  his  quali* 
ties,  as  well  as  of  his  attempts  and  successes }  and 
his  example  was  followed  by  the  Kings  of  Deaa* 
mark,  and  has  since  left  place  a  thing  contested 
among  them  alL  It  is  true  the  French  have  claimed 
the  precedence  next  to  the  Emperor,  with  more 
noise  and  haughtiness  than  the  rest,  but  have  been 
yielded  to  by  none  except  the  Spaniards,  upon  the 
fear  of  a  war  they  were  not  able  to  deal  with ;  ncir 
have  they  since  been  willing  to  own  the  weakness 
of  that  concession,  but  have  chosen  to  fall  into 
what  measures  they  could  of  encouraging  and  esta- 
blishing the  pretence  of  parity  among  crowned 
heads.  The  most  remarkable  instance  of  this  hap* 
pened  at  Nimeguen ;  where,  upon  a  public  meet* 
mg  of  the  allies,  the  dispute  arising  between  i^aia 
and  Denmark  for  the  place  at  table,  Don  Pedro 
consented  to  have  it  taken  by  turns,  and  the  first 
to  be  decided  by  lot.  The  French  Ambassadors 
made  their  pretence  of  preference  next  the  media- 
tors at  Nimeguen,  in  the  first  return  of  their  visits 
from  Ambassadors  arriving ;  but  it  was  neither 
yielded  to  by  Swede  or  Dane,  nor  practised  by  the 
Emperor's  Ambassadors,  who  made  their  first  visit 
to  the  mediators,  and  the  next  without  distinctioQ 
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to  the  first  that  had  visited  them.  The  Emperor 
took  advantage  of  the  French,  as  well  aa  the  re&t» 
having  yielded  to  the  mediators ;  and  during  this 
treaty  made  a  scruple,  though  not  a  refusal,  of  do<^ 
inc  it;  by  which  he  distinguished  him«elf  from  the 
other  crowned  heads*  We  were  content  to  keep 
it,  as  much  as  we  could,  from  decision  with  them  j 
but  it  once  happened,  that,  upon  a  meeting  with 
the  allies  at  the  Dane's  house.  Count  Kinski  was 
there  before  I  and  Sir  Lionel  came  into  the  room, 
where  chairs  were  set  for  all  the  Ambassadors. 
After  the  common  salutations,  I  went  straight  up 
to  the  chair  that  was  first  in  rank,  and  stood  before 
it,  to  sit  down  when  the  rest  were  ready ;  but  my 
colleague,  either  losing  his  time  by  being  engaged 
in  longer  civilities,  or  by  a  desire  not  to  be  engaged 
in  contests,  gave  room  to  Count  Kinski  (a  very 
brisk  man)  to  come  and  stand  before  the  chair  that 
was  next  me,  and  consequently  between  me  and 
my  colleague :  when  I  saw  this,  and  considered, 
that,  though  the  place  v/as  given  me  by  the  Impe* 
rialists,  yet  it  was  not  given  to  the  King's  embassy ; 
I  chose  not  to  sit  down ;  but  falling  into  the  con- 
ference  that  was  intended,  I  stood  all  the  while 
as  if  I  did  it  carelessly,  and  so  left  the  matter  un» 
decided* 

The  Prince  of  Orange,  about  the  latter  end  of 
December,  writ  very  earnestly  to  me,  to  make  a 
step,  for  some  few  days,  to  the  Hague,  knowing  I 
had  leave  from  his  Majesty  to  do  it  when  I  thought 
£t.  And,  finding  all  things  without  present  mo» 
tion  at  Nimeguen,  I  went  thither,  and  arrived  the 
last  day  of  the  yeir.  The  first  of  the  next,  being 
1677, 1  attended  his  Highness:  we  fell  into  large 
discourses  of  the  progress  of  the  treaty,  the  cold- 
ness of  the  parties,  the  affected  delays  of  the  Im- 
perialists  and  Spaniards,  the  declared  aversion  of 
the  Danes  and  Brandenburg ;  and  concluded  how 
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little  was  to  be  expected  from  the  formal  paces  <rf 
this  congress.  Upon  all  which  the  Prince  asked, 
if  I  had  heard  any  more  of  his  Majesty's  mind  upon 
the  peace,  since  I  had  been  last  with  him  ?  I  told 
him  what  I  remembered  of  his  last  letter  to  me 
upon  that  subject ;  which  was,  that  he  concluded 
from  the  Prince's  discourses  to  me,  that  he  had  then 
no  mind  to  a  peace ;  that  he  was  sorry  for  it,  be- 
cause  he  thought  it  was  his  interest  to  have  it : 
that  he  had  tried  to  know  the  mind  of  France  upon 
it;  but  if  they  would  not  open  themselves  farther 
on  one  side,  nor  his  Highness  on  the  other,  than 
they  had  yet  done,  he  would  content  himself  with 
performing  only  his  part  of  mediator,  and  in  the 
common  forms.  The  Prince  said,  this  looked  very 
cold,  since  his  Majesty  was  alone  able  to  make  the 
peace,  and  knew  well  enough  what  it  would  come 
to  by  the  forms  of  the  congress :  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  desired  it,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  reason ; 
both  because  his  Majesty  seemed  to  do  so,  and  to 
think  it  his  own  interest  as  well  as  the  Prince's ; 
and  because  the  States  not  only  thought  it  their  in- 
terest, but  absolutely  necessary  for  them  :  that  he 
would  not  say  this  to  any  but  to  the  King  by  me ; 
l}ecause  if  France  should  know  it,  they  would,  he 
doubted,  be  harder  upon  the  terms:  that  both 
Spain  and  the  Emperor  had  less  mind  to  it  now 
than  they  had  at  the  end  of  the  last  campaign ;  the 
new  Ministers  being  less  inclined  to  it  than  the 
old  had  been ;  so  that  there  was  not  one  of  the 
allies  that  had  any  mind  to  it  besides  the  States : 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  should  be  always  in  the 
same  mind  with  them,  and  therefore  very  much 
desired  it,  but  did  not  know  which  way  to  go  about 
it,  at  least  so  as  to  compass  it  before  the  next 
campaign ;  and,  if  that  once  began,  they  should 
be  all  at  sea  again,  and  should  be  forced  to  go  just 
as  the  wind  should  drive  them :  that  if  his  Majesty 
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had  a  mind  to  make  it,  and  would  let  him  know 
freely  the  conditions  upon  which  either  he  de- 
sired or  believed  it  might  be  made,  he  would 
endeavour  to  concert  it  the  best  he  could  with, 
his  Majesty,  and  that  with  all  the  freedom  and  sin« 
cerity  in  the  world ;  so  it  might  be  done  with  any 
safety  to  his  own  honour,  and  the  interests  of  his 
country. 

All  this  he  desired  me  to  write  directly  to  his 
Majesty  from  him,  as  he  knew  I  had  not  only  leave, 
but  command  to  do,  upon  any  occasion  that  I 
thought  deserved  it. 

Two  days  after,  I  saw  the  Pensioner  Fagel  upon 
some  common  affairs  incident  to  my  embassy  at  the 
Hague,  which  had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  se- 
cretary of  that  embassy.  When  these  discourses 
were  past,  he  asked  me  if  I  had  brought  them  peace 
from  Nimeguen  ?  I  replied,  that  since  he  was  so 
ignorant  of  what  had  passed  there,  I  would  tell 
him,  that  they  had  carried  their  matters  there  en 
habiles  gens  [like  able  men]:  that,  to  bring  their  al- 
lies to  the  congress,  they  had  pretended  to  treat  by 
the  first  of  November,  whether  they  came  or  no : 
that  after  that  day  passed,  they  had  found  fault 
with  the  powers  exnibited,  had  offered  at  new,  made 
the  mediators  course  from  one  to  the  other,  spun 
out  two  months  time  in  these  paces,  and  thereby 
were  gotten  in  sight  both  of  Spanish  and  Imperial 
Ministers,  which  I  supposed  was  the  point  they  al- 
ways  intended,  and  afterwards  to  keep  pace  with 
them.  The  Pensioner  answered  me,  with  some- 
thing in  his  face  both  serious  and  sad,  that  either  I 
did  not  know  them,  and  the  course  of  their  affairs 
since  I  left  the  Hague,  or  else  I  would  not  seem  to 
know  them :  that  they  not  only  desired  the  peace 
from  their  hearts,  but  thought  it  absolutely  neces* 
tary  for  them :  that  they  would  certainly  have  en- 
tered into  treaty  at  that  time,  if  the  French  had  ei- 
ther exhibited  powers  in  a  form  to  be  at  all  admit- 
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ted^  or  would  have  obliged  themselves  to  procare 
new  ones ;  nay,  that  they  would  not  insist  upon  a 

Eeace  according  to  their  allies  pretensions,  nor  could 
e  answer  that  they  would  not  make  a  separate  one. 
I  said,  that  was  a  matter  of  such  moment,  as  I  wad 
sure  they  would  think  of  it  another  year  before  they 
did  it.  With  this  he  drew  up  his  chair  closer  to  me, 
and  began  a  discourse  with  more  heat  and  earnest* 
ness  than  agreed  well  with  the  posture  of  health  he 
was  in,  saying,  first,  that  they  had  thought  enough 
of  it  already;  and,  with  thinking  much,  had  begun 
to  find  it  was  without  remedy:  that  they  had  great 
obligations  to  Spain,  for  entering  into  the  war  to 
save  their  country,  and  thereby  to  save  Flanders 
too ;  but  they  had  made  them  no  ill  return,  by  con- 
tinuing it  now  three  years  only  for  the  interests  of 
Spain,  since  there  remained  nothingof  conseauence 
between  France  and  them :  that  they  had  further 
engaged  themselves  to  carry  it  on  this  following 
year,  and  so  would  have  done  with  the  forces  they 
did  the  last,  if  their  allies  had  performed  the  parts 
they  had  likewise  engaged ;  but,  for  Spain,  they 
took  no  care,  but  to  let  them  see  they  were  resolv* 
ed  to  perish :  that  they  had  sent  their  fleet  home 
from  Sicily,  without  the  payments  agreed  on  ;  and 
left  them  to  be  paid  by  the  States  at  their  return  : 
that  not  a  penny  could  be  got  of  a  great  sum  they 
owed  them  for  carriages  and  provisions  the  last 
summer,  and  which  was  'designed  for  magazines 
against  next  year  in  Flanders,  without  which  their 
armies  could  not  march  in  that  country,  where  they 
were  sure  to  find  none  of  the  Spaniards  providing; 
that  they  had  represented  to  Spain  the  necessity 
but  of  keeping  so  many  forces  well  regulated  and 
paid,  as  might  defend  their  towns  while  the  Prince 
should  take  the  field  with  the  army  of  the  State,  and 
hinder  or  divert  any  great  sieges  there ;  but  not  a 
word  of  answer :  that  they  had  then  desired  them 
to  receive  so  many  of  the  troops  of  the  Gendan 
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Princes,  their  allies,  as  might  defend  their  most  im- 
portant places ;  but,  instead  of  this,  they  drove 
them  out  of  their  country :  that,  for  the  Emperor, 
they  had  always  told  him,  that  unless  his  army  would 
inarch  into  France,  or  at  least  force  them  to  a  bat^ 
tie  by  such  forces  as  niight  draw  great  detachments 
of  the  French  out  of  flanders,  that  countiy  woul4 
not  be  saved  the  last  summer,  or  at  least  not  the 
next,  unless  his  army  took  up  their  quarters  this 
winter  in  Alsace,  or  on  that  side  of  the  Inline : 
but  at  Vienna  they  considered  Flanders  as  much 
as  the  Dutch  do  Hungary;  and  because  the  Impe- 
rial officers  could  better  find  their  private  account 
by  winter-quarters  in  Germany,  than  in  a  country 
harassed  like  Alsace,  their  armies  must  repass  the 
Khine  this  winter,  and  thereby  lose  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  last  campaign,  and  hopes  of  the  next : 
that,  for  want  of  magazines  in  Flanders,  two  or  three 
strong  frontiers  would  be  lost  there  next  spring, 
before  the  Imperialists  could  take  the  field ;  and  if 
Cambray,  Valenciennes,  and  Mons  were  taken,  all 
the  rest  would  revolt,  considering  the  miseries  they 
had  already  suffered,  and  must  by  a  longer  war : 
that  the  Prince  would  not  be  able  to  prevent  it,  or 
be  soon  enough  in  the  field  to  march,  for  want  of 

{>rovisions  in  Flanders,  the  country  growing  deso- 
ate  by  the  unsettled  contributions ;  or  at  least,  not 
with  such  an  army  as  to  venture  a  battle,  or  raise  a 
siege,  while  the  Spanish  troops  were  so  weak,  and 
the  French  would  be  so  strong,  at  a  time  when  they 
had  no  enemy  to  divertthem  upon  the  Rhine:  that 
the  Prince's  friends  could  not  suffer  him  to  go  in- 
to the  field,  only  to  see  towns  lost  under  his  nose, 
and  perhaps  all  Flanders,  while  he  was  expected  to 
defend  it ;  and  at  the  same  time  was  rendered  in- 
capable of  doing  it  by  the  faults  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  yet  would  not  fail  to  reproach  him,  as  well  as 
his  enemies  abroad,  and  ill-willers  at  home,  that 
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would  be  glad,  of  the  occasion.   In  the  meanthhd^ 
from  France  they  could  have  whatever  conditions 
they  pretended,  either  by  restoring  Maestricht,  a 
reglement  of  commerce,  or  any  advantages  to  the 
house  of  Orange ;  and,  as  to  this  last,  whatever  the 
Prince  himself  would  demand :  that  to  this  purpose 
they  had  every  week  pressing  letters  from  Monsieur 
d'Estrades  to  make  the  separate  peace;  and  though 
he  should  fail  into  it  with  the  greatest  regret  that 
coulcLbe,  yet  he  did  not  see  what  else  was  to  be 
done,  and  did  not  know  one  man  in  Holland  that 
was  not  of  the  same  mind :  that  he  did  not  talk  with 
me  as  an  Ambassador,  but  a  friend,  whose  opinion 
he  esteemed  and  desired :  that  he  told  me  freely 
leur for t  et  leur foible  [their  strength  and  their  weak-> 
ness];  and  would  be  glad  to  know  what  else  I 
thought  they  could  do  upon  all  these  circumstances, 
8^  dam  Paccablementde  leur  Estatpar  vm  si  longue 
guerre  [and  in  the  distress  of  their  State  by  so  long 
a  war],     I  returned  his  compliment,  but  excused 
myself  from  giving  my  opinion  to  a  person  so  well 
able  to  take  measures  that  were  the  fittest  for  the 
States  conduct  or  his  own ;  but  desired  to  know 
what  he  reckoned  would  become  of  Flanders  after 
the  Dutch  had  made  their  separate  peace,  because 
the  fate  of  that  country  was  that  wherein  the  rest 
of  their  neighbours  were  concerned  as  well  as  they* 
He  answered,  it  would  be  lost  in  one  summer,  or 
in  two,  but  more  probably  iii  one :  that  he  believ- 
ed Cambray,  Valenciennes,  Namur,  and  Mons, 
*'  might  be  lost  in  one  summer:  that,  after  their  loss, 
the  great  towns  within  would  not  offer  at  defend- 
ing themselves,  excepting  Antwerp  and  Ostend, 
for  which  they  might  perhaps  take  some  measures 
with  France,  as  I  knew  the  French  had  offered  Mon- 
sieur de  Witt  upon  their  first  invasion  in  l€f67»     I 
asked  him  how  he  reckoned  this  State  was  to  live 
with  France  after  the  loss  of  Flanders  ?  and  if  he 
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thought  it  could  be  otherways  than  at  discretion  ? 
He  desired  me  to  believe,  that^  if  they  could  hope 
to  save  Flanders  by  the  war,  they  would  not  think 
of  a  separate  peace ;  but  if  it  must  be  lost,  they 
had  rather  it  should  be  by  the  last,  which  would 
less  exhaust  their  country  and  dishonour  the  Prince : 
that,  after  Flanders  was  lost,  they  must  live  so  with 
France,  as  would  make  them  find  it  their  interest 
rather  to  preserve  their  State  than  to  destroy  it : 
that  it  was  not  to.  be  chosen,  but  to  be  swallpwed 
like  a  desperate  remedy:  that  he  had  hoped  for 
some  resource  from  better  conduct  in  the  Spanish 
affairs ;  or  that  some  great  impression  of  the  Ger- 
man armies^  upon  that  side  of  France,  might  have 
brought  the  peace  to  some  reasonable  terms ;  that, 
for  his  own  part,  he  bad  ever  believed  that  England 
itself  would  cry  halt,  at  one  step  or  other  that  France 
was  making ;  and  that,  if  we  would  be  content  to 
see  half  Flanders  lost,. yet  we  would  not  all;  nor 
Sicily  neither,  for  the  interest  of  our  trade  in  the 
Mediterranean :  that  the  King  had  the  peace  in  his 
hands  for  these  two  years  past ;  might  have  made 
it  when  he  pleased,  and  upon  such  conditions  as  he 
should  thinjc  fit,  of  justice  and  safety  to  the  rest  of 
his  neighbours  as  well  as  himself:  that  all  men 
knew  Ranee  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refuse  what- 
ever terms  his  Majesty  resolved  on,  or  to  venture  a 
war  with  England  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of 
the  allies :  that  the  least  show  of  it,  if  at  all  credited 
in  France,  was  enough  to  make  the  peace:  that 
they  had  long  represented  all  this  in  Englajid  by 
Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen,  and  offered  his  Majes- 
ty to  be  the  arbiter  of  it,  and  to  fall  into  the  terms 
he  should  prescribe ;  but  not  a  word  in  answer,  and 
all  received  with  such  a  coldness  as  never  was, 
though  other  people  thought  we  had  reason  to  be 
a  little  more  concerned :  that  this  put  him  more 
upon  thinking  a  separate  peace  necessary  than  all 
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the  rest :  that  he  confessed,  ctmcta  prius  ientandit 

{'all  means  were  first  to  be  tried^,  till  he  found  at 
ast  it  was  immedicabikvtihtus  [an incurable  wound]t 
that,  for  their  living  with  France  after  Flanders  was 
lost,  he  knew  well  enough  what  I  meant  by  asking} 
but,  after  that,  the  aims  of  France  would  be  mcMre 
upon  Italy  or  Germany,  or  perhaps  upon  us,  than 
them ;  that  it  could  not  be  the  interest  of  France 
to  destroy  or  conquer  this  State,  but  to  preserve  it 
in  a  dependence  upon  that  Crown :  that  they  eould 
make  better  use  of  the  Dutch  fleets,  than  of  a  few 
poor  fisher  towns,  that  they  should  be  reduced  to 
if  any  violation  were  made,  either  upon  their  liber- 
ties or  religion :  that  the  King  of  France  had  seen 
their  country,  and  knew  it,  and  understood  it  so, 
and  said,  upon  all  occasions,  that  he  had  rather 
have  them  for  his  friends  than  his  subjects ;  but  if, 
after  all,  I  concluded  their  state  must  fall  in  four- 
and-twenty  hours,  yet  it  were  better  for  thena  to 
defer  it  to  the  last  hour,  and  that  it  should  happen 
at  night  rather  than  at  noon* 

Thi^  was  discoursed  with  such  vehemence  and 
warmth,  that  he  was  not  stble  to  go  on ;  and  hav- 
ing said,  it  was  not  a  matter  to  be  resolvedbetween 
us  two,  I  left  hiin,  after  wishing  him  health  enough 
to  go  through  the  thoughts  and  businesses  of  so 
great  a  conjuncture. 

^ext  morning  I  went  to  the  Frince,  and,,  after 
some  common  talk,  told  him  what  had  passed  in 
my  visit  to  the  Pensioner,  and  asked  his  Highness 
if  he  had  seen  him  since,  or  knew  any  thing  of  it  ? 
He  said.  No ;  and  so  I  told  him  the  detail  of  it :  and, 
upon  conclusion,  that  he  said  he  saw  nothing  else 
to  be  done  but  to  make  a  separate  peace ;  and  that 
he  knew  not  a  man  in  Holland  who  was  not  of  his 
mind.  The  Prince  interrupted  me,  saying,  '  Yes, 
I  am  sure  I  know  one,  and  tnat  is  myself,  and  I  wiH 
i  hinder  it  as  long  as  I  can ;  but  if  any  thing  should 
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ha]^>en  to  me,  I  know  it  woiild  be  done  in  two  days 
time/  I  asked  him,  whether  he  was  of  the  Pen- 
sioner's mind,  as  to  what  he  thought  likely  to  hap- 
pen the  next  campaign  i  He  said,  the  appearances 
were  ill ;  but  campaigns  did  not  always  end  as  they 
b^gan :  that  accidents  might  happen  which  no  man 
could  foresee ;  and  that,  if  they  came  to  one  fair 
battle,  none  could  answer  for  the  event :  that  the 
King  might  make  the  peace,  if  he  pleased,  before, 
it  began ;  but  if  we  were  so  indifferent  as  to  let 
this  season  pass,  for  his  part,  he  must  go  on,  and 
take  his  fortune :  that  he  had  seen  that  morning  a 

Eoor  old  man,  tugging  alone  in  a  little  boait  with 
is  oars,  against  the  eddy  of  a  sluice,  upon  a  canal ; 
that,  when  with  the  last  endeavours  he  was  just  got 
lip  to  the  place  intended,  the  force  of  the  eddy  car- 
ried him  quite  back  again ;  but  he  turned  his  boat 
as  soon  as  he  could,  and  fell  to  his  oars  again ;  and 
thus  three  or  four  times  while  the  Prince  saw  him; 
and  concluded,  this  old  man's  business  and  his  were 
too  like  one  another,  and  that  he  ought,  however, 
to  do  just  as  the  old  man  did,  without  knowing  what 
would  succeed,  any  more  than  what  did  in  the  poor 
man's  case. 

All  that  passed  upon  these  discourses,  T  repre- 
sented very  particularly  to  the  Court,  the  first  part 
immediate^  to  the  King,  the  rest  to  the  Secreta- 
ries of  State ;  atid  added  my  own  opinion,  that  if 
his  Majesty  contfnued  to  interpose  no  further  than 
by  the  bare  and  common  offices  of  his  mediation, 
in  the  place  and  forms  of  a  treaty,  and  the  Austri- 
ans  held  off  from  the  progress  or  it,  as  well  as  the 
Northern  allies,  and  as  they  had  all  hitherto  done, 
it  would  certainly  follow,  that  theFrenchand  Dutch 
wdi^ld  fall  into  private  negotiations ;  and,  by  what 
I  could  dbserve  on  both  sides,  were  like  to  adjust 
them  in  a  very  little  time,  and  leave  them  ready  to 
clap  up  a  peace  in  two  days,  when  the  Dutch  should 
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grow  more  impatient  of  the  slowness  or  unsmcere^ 
ness  of  their  allies  proceedings  in  the  general  trea* 
ty,  or  whenever  the  violent  humour  of  the  people 
fehould  force  the  Prince  to  fall  into  the  same  opi- 
nion with  the  States  upon  this  matter^  This  I  es^ 
teemed  myself  obliged  to  say,  that  his  Majesty  might 
want  no  lights  that  were  necessary  upon  so  nice^ 
and  yet  so  dangerous  a  conjuncture.  I  had  his  Ma- 
jesty's answer  in  a  long  letter,  of  his  own  hand,  com- 
plaining much  of  the  confederate  Ministers  in  Eng- 
land caballing  with  Parliament-nien,  and  raising  all 
men's  spirits  as  high  against  the  peace  as  they 
could ;  and  that  they  had  done  it  to  such  a  degree^ 
as  made  it  very  difficult  for  him  to  make  any  steps 
with  France  towards  a  general  peace,  unless  the 
Dutch  Ambassador  would  first  put  in  a  memorial, 
pressing  his  Majesty  from  the  States  to  do  it ;  and 
declaring,  that  without  it  they  saw  Flanders  would 
be  lost. 

From  Secretary  Williamson  I  had  no  other  an- 
swer material  upon  all  the  Pensioner's  discourses, 
nor  my  own  opinion  upon  the  present  conjuncture; 
but  that  his  Majesty,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Foreign 
Committee,  wondered  1  should  think  the  Friench 
were  sd  ready  for  a  separate  peace,  if  the  Dutch 
should  fall  into  those  thoughts ;  and  that  they  did 
not  remember  they  had  ever  received  any  thing 
from  either  me  or  my  colleague  at  Nimeguen  that 
looked  that  way.  Upon  which  I  told  him  the  fre- 
quent conversations  I  had  had  with  Monsieur  Col- 
bert, upon  that  subject,  and  the  several  letters  the 
Pensioner  had  shewo  from  the  Marshal  d'Estrades, 
or  his  instrument,  at  Maestricht.  Biit  to  all  this  I 
received  no  answer ;  nor  so  much  as  reflection ; 
though  I  thought  this  part  was  my  duty,  as  Am- 
bassador at  the  Hagi^e,  whether  it  were  so  as  Me- 
diator at  Nimeguen  or  not. 

The  Prince  and  Pensioner  were  both  willing  the 
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King  should  be  complied  with,  in  the  government 
of  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen's  paces  and  language 
at  London ;  but  pressed  me  to  write  once  niore,  to 
know  his  Majesty's  opinion  upon  the  terms  of  a 
peace,  or  else  he  said  it  would  be  too  late,  while 
the  season  advanced  towards  the  campaign.    Upon 
which  I  desired  him  to  consider  there  might  be 
three  weeks  difference  between  his  first  telling  his 
own  thoughts  to  his  Majesty,  and  receiving  his 
Majesty's  opinions  upon  them ;  or  sending  first  to 
know  his  Majesty's,  then  returning  his  own,  and 
afterwards  expecting  the  King's  again,  in  case  they 
differed:  besides,  I  believed  his  Majesty  would  take 
it  kinder,  and  as  a  piece  of  more  confidence,  if  his 
Highness  made  no  difficulty  of  explaining  himself 
first.    The  Prince  paused  a  while,  and  then  said, 
to  shew,  the  confidence  he  desired  to  live  in  with 
his  Majesty,  he  would  make  no  further  difficulty  of 
it,  though*  he  might  have  many  reasons  to  do  it ; 
that,  if  the  King  had  a  mind  to  make  a  sudden 
peace,  he  thought  he  must  do  it  upon  the  foot  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle ;  which  he  would  have  the  more 
ground  for^  because  it  was  a  peace  he  both  made 
and  warranted:  that,  for  exchanges,  he  thought 
there  should  be  no  other  proposed  upon  it,  but 
only  of  Aeth  and  Charleroy  for  Aire  and  St.  Omer ; 
which  two  last  he  thought  imported  a  great  deal 
more  to  France,  than  the  others,  unless  they  would 
declare  that  they  intended  to  end  this  war  with 
the  prospect  of  beginning  another,  by  which  they 
might  get  the  rest  of  Flanders :  that  this  was  all 
needed  pass  between  France  and  Spain ;  and  for 
the  Emperor  and  this  State,  that  the  first,  having 
taken  Philipsburgh  from  the  French,  should  raze 
it ;  and  the  French  having  taken  Maestricht  from 
the  Dutqh,  should  raze  it  too ;  and  so  this  whola 
war  should  pass  comme  un  tourbillon  qui  avoit  cesse^ 
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muemens  au  monde  [as  a  storm  that  has  ceased^ 
after  it  had  threatened  much,  and  made  but  Httle 
alteration  in  the  world.] 

I  was  surprised  to  hear  a  proposition  so  on  the 
sudden,  so  short  and  so  decisive,  and  that  seemed 
so  easy  towards  a  short  close,  if  his  Majesty  should 
&11  into  it ;  and  I  esteemed  it  a  strain  in  the  Prince 
of  the  most  consummate  knowledge  in  the  whole 
present  scheme  of  afiairs,  and  most  decisive  judg- 
ment upon  them  that  he  could  have  given,  after 
the  longest  deliberation  and  maturest  advice.    I 
observed,  however,  to  his  Highness  upon  it,  that  he 
)iad  not  explained  what  was  to  become  of  Lorrain 
and  Burgundy ;  and  next,  whether  he  believed  it 
at  all  likely,  that  France,  after  such  acquisitions 
made  in  this  war,  and  so  many  more  expected, 
should  come  to  such  restitutions  of  what  they  po&* 
sessed^  without  any  equivalent.    The  Prince  re« 
plied,  both  were  explained  by  the  terms  he  pro« 
posed  of  Aix  la  Chapelle :  that,  for  Lorrain,  FrancQ 
never  pretended  to  keep  it,  but  from  the  last  Duke 
only ;  that  Burgundy  could  not  be  parted  with  by 
Spain,  without  the  French  restoring  so  many  t'own^ 
for  it  in  Flanders  as  would  raise  endless  debates, 
draw  the  business  into  lengths,  and  so  leave  it  to 
the  decision  of  another  campaign.    For  the  second, 
he  said,  he  had  reason  to  doubt  it,  and  did  not  be« 
Keve  it  would  be  done  but  by  his  Majesty's  vigorous 
interposition,  but  by  that  be  was  sure  it  would  be 
easily  efiected ;  but  if  his  Majesty  would  not  en^^ 
deavour  it,  the  war  must  go  on,  and  God  Almighty 
must  decide  it :  that  all  the  allies  would  be  glad  of 
it,  and  believed  that,  upon  Don  John's  coming  to 
the  head  of  the  Spanish  affairs,  there  would  be  a 
new  world  there :  that  however  one  town  well  det 
fended,  or  one  battle  well  fought,  might  change 
the  scene :  that  for  himself,  he  would  confess,  l£e 
King  coi^d  n^ver  dQ  so  ^ind  a  part,  as  ta  biinig 
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him  with  some  honour  out  of  this  w^r,  md  upon 
^me  moderate  terms :  but  if*  he  was  content  that 
France  shoutdmaketheminsupportable,  they  would 
venture  all,  rathef  than  receive  them ;  and,  for  Hol- 
land's making  it  a  separate  peace^  let  thePensioner, 
or  any  others,  tell  me  what  they  would,  they  should 
never  do  it  while  he  was  alive,  and  was  able  to  hin- 
der it.  And  he  would  say  one  thing  more  to  me, 
that  he  believed  he  was  able  to  hinder  it :  that,  if 
be  died,  he  knew  it  would  be  done  next  day ;  but 
when  that  should  happen,  this  matter  must  be  some 
other's  c^re,  and  perhaps  we  in  England  were  the 
Qiost  concerned  to  look  after  it. 
.  I  promised  to  represent  all  he  had  said  directly 
to  his  Majesty,  and  so  I  did  immediately ;  and  the 
Prince  went  next  day  to  Dieron,  within  six  leagues 
of  Nimeguen,  where  J  promised  ta  come  to  him  as 
soon  as  I  should  be  possessed  of  his  Majesty's  an* 
swer.  And  I  am  the  more  particular  in  all  these 
discourses  with  the  Prince  and  the  Pensioner  upon 
this  great  conjuncture,  because  they  do  not  only  dis- 
cover the  true  springs  from  which  the  peace  was 
afterwards  derived,  but  represent  most  of  the  in- 
terests of  Christendom,  as  they  were  observed  by 
the  tvfo  persons  that,  next  to  Monsieur  de  Witt, 
understood  them  the  best  of  any  I  have  ever  met 
with  in  the  course  of  my  negotiations. 

After  the  Prince  was  gone,  I  had  one  conference 
more  with  the  Pensioner,  who  told  me  be  was  still 
of  opinion  it  must  come  to  a  separate  peace :  that 
be  had  told  the  Emperor's  Ministers  the  same  thing; 
and,  that  if  they  aid  not,  at  Vienna,  fall  into  the 
measures  proposed  and  insisted  on  by  the  States, 
before  the  middle  of  February  next,  they  should  be 
forced  to  make  it:  that  if  Don.Emanuel  de  Lyra 
had  not  now  assured  them  of  the  remises  being 
actually  come  from  Spain,  for  payment  of  the  last 
year's  charge  of  the  fleets,  both  in  the  Mediterra* 


s 


$9^  Memoirsfrom  l672  to  1679* 

nean  and  Baltic,  according  to  agreement,  the  peace 
9puld  not  have  been  kept  off  this  winter  itself.  I 
told  him  the  Prince  was  of  another  mind,  and  had 
said  to  me  a  separate  peace  should  never  be  made 
while  he  lived,  and  was  able  to  hinder  it ;  and  that 
he  believed  he  should  have  that  in  his  power.  The 
Pensioner  replied,  he  should  come  to  it  with  as  much 
regret  as  the  Prince  himself;  but  that  his  High- 
ness himiself  might  be  forced  to  it  by  the  ill  con- 
duct of  his  allies,  the  ill  successes  of  the  next  cam- 
paign, and  the  mutinies  of  the  people,  to  which 
they  w^re  already  but  too  much  disposed  at  Am- 
sterdam by  the  delays  of  the  treaty  at  Nimeguen : 
that  the  late  revolution  in  Spain,  against  the  Queen- 
regent  and  her  Ministry,  had  shewed  enough  what 
might  be  brought  about  by  a  violent  and  general 
humour  of  the  people ;  and  .the  Prince  knew  the 
country  too  well  to  go  too  far  against  it :  that  it 
was  in  his  Majesty's  hands  to  make  a  general  peace, 
if  he  pleased,  bemre  the  campaign  began ;  and  per- 
haps it  was  in  the  conduct  of  Spain  and  the  Empe- 
ror to  'engage  Holland  in  one  campaign  more,  by 
the  measures  they  had  proposed :  if  both  these  fell- 
ed, a  separate  peace  must  be  made. 

While  I  stayed  at  the  Hague,  which  was  about  a 
month,  my  colleagues  at  Nimeguen  had,  it  seems, 
found  out  a  negotiation  grown  between  the  French 
Ambassadors  and  Monsieur  Van  Beverning,  sepa- 
rate from  the  Ministers  of  his  allies,  and  without 
any  communication  of  the  Mediators,  which  they 
suspected  would  end  in  a  separate  peace.  Of  this 
they  thought  fit  to  give  part  to  the  Court,  and  of 
their  suspicions  Upon  it ;  as  they  had  done  in  my 
absence ;  and  received  an  immediate  order  upon 
it,  that,  in  case  they  found  a  separate  peace  con- 
cluding, or  concluded  between  France  and  Holland 
at  Nijneguen,  they  should  protest  publicly  against 
it  in  his  Majesty's  name*     This  my  colleague,  Si^ 
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Lionel  Jenkins  writ  to  me  at  the  Hague  about  the, 
ipth  of  January,  and  was  in  great  pain  upon  it. 
He  apprehended  the  thing,  but  expected  not  to 
know  it  till  it  was  done,  and  then  doubted  any  good 
consequences  from  our  protestation.  He  aesired 
I  would  both  send  him  my  thoughts  upon  it,  and 
the  same  to  Court,  as  soon  as  I  could. 
•  I  did  so,  both  to  my  Lord  Treasurer  and  Mr,  Se* 
cretary  Coventry ;  and  told  them  very  freely,  that 
I  could  not  understand  the  reason  or  the  drift  of 
such  an  order  as  my  colleagues  had  received  to 
make  such  a  protestation :  that  if  a  separate  peace 
between  France  and  Holland  were  thought  as  dan- 
gerous in  the  Court,  as  I  knew  it  was  in  the  coun- 
try, the  King  might  endeavour  to  prevent  it ;  and 
had  it  still  in  his  power,  as  he  had  had  a  great  while; 
but,  if  it  were  once  concluded,  I  did  not  see  any 
other  effect  of  our  protestation,  unless  it  were  to 
irritate  both  the  parties,  and  bind  them  the  faster, 
by  our  being  angry  at  their  conjunction.  Nor  did 
I  know  what  ground  could  be  given  for  such  a  pro* 
testation ;  for  though  the  parties  had  accepted  his 
Majesty's  mediation  of  a  general  peace,  yet  none 
of  them  had  obliged  themselves  to  his  Majesty  not 
to  treat  a  separate  one,  or  without  his  ofSces  of  me- 
diation; and,  if  they  had,  I  did  not  see  why  the 
same  interests,  that  could  make  them  break  through 
so  many  obligations  to  their  allies,  should  not  make 
them  as  bold  with  a  mediator :  that,  as  to  prevent  . 
the  thing  may  be  a  very  wise. and  necessary  coun- 
45el,  so  his  Majesty's  resolution  in  it  ought  to  be  sigr 
nified  as  early  as  can  be,  where  it  is  likely  to  be  of 
^loment  to  that  end,  which  was  to  France :  but  if 
the  thing  should  be  first  done,  as  I  could  not  tell 
how  wellto  ground  our  offence,  so  I  could  as  little 
how  to  seek  our  revenge ;  and  it  would  be  to  stay 
till  we  were  struck,  and  then  trust  to  crying  .out : 
that,  to  the  best  of  my  sense,  it  were  better  to  anr 
ger  any  one  of  the  parties  before  a  separate  peace. 
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than  both  of  them  after ;  and  if  we  must  straiir  any 
points  of  courtesy  with  them^  to  do  it  rather  bj 
making  a  fair  and  general  peace,  than  by  complain- 
ing or  protesting  against  a  separate  one. 

I  thought,  I  confess,  that  upon  this  represents*! 
tion  from  my  coUeagueis,  witm>ut  any  knowledge 
of  mine,  or  suspicion  that  the  matter  was  working 
up  at  Nimeguen  when  I  left  it,  and  yet  agree- 
ing so  much  with  what  I  had  foreseen  smd  repre* 
sented  from  the  Hague,  and  meeting  such  a  resent- 
ment at  our  Court  as  appeared  by  the  order  trans^ 
mitted  to  my  colleagues  upon  it ;  there  was  little 
question  but  his  Majesty  would  declare  himself 
upon  the  terms  of  a  general  peace  to  both  parties, 
which  I  knew  very  well  would  be  refused  by  nei- 
ther,  if  he  were  positive  in  it,  and  supported,  as  he 
would  certainly  have  been,  by  the  Prince :  but  our 
counsels  at  Court  were  so  in  bakmce,  between  the 
desires  of  living  at  least  fair  with  France,  and  the 
fears  of  too  much  displeasing  the  Parliaments  upoA 
their  frequent  sessions,  that  our  paces  upon  this 
whole  affair  looked  all  like  cross  purposes,  which 
no  man  at  home  or  abroad  could  well  understand, 
and  were  often  mistaken  by  both  parties  engaged 
in  the  war,  as  well  as  by  both  parties  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  till  the  thing  was  wrested  out  of  our 
hands^ 

About  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  1677,  I  re» 
ceived  his  Majesty's  answer  to  my  last  dispatches 
by  the  Prince's  directions,  and  carried  them  im- 
mediately away  to  Dieren,  which  was  a  little  out  of 
iny  way  to  Nimeguen,  and  there  communicated 
them  to  the  Prince.  They  consisted  of  two  parts; 
the  first,  an  offer  of  his  Majesty's  entering  into  the 
strongest  defensive  alliance  with  the  States,  there- 
by to  secure  them  from  all  apprdfiensicms  from 
•France,  after  the  peace  should  be  made.  The  sei. 
cond,  was  his  Majesty's  remarks,  rather  than  ctwK- 
clusicm  or  judgment,  upon  the  terms  proposed  by 
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ike  Prince  for  a  peace :  that  he  believed  it  might 
Ike  compassed  with  France,  upcm  the  exchange  of 
Cambray^  Aire,  and  St.  Omer,  for  Aeth,  Charle^ 
xoj^  OudJenarde,  Cond^,  and  Bouchain:  that  thia 
acneme  was  what  bis  Majesty  thought  possible  ta 
be  obtained  of  Ftauce,  though  not  what  was  to  be 
wished. 

I  observed  the  Prince's  countenance  to  change 
when  I  named  Cambray  and  the  rest  of  the  towns  j 
yet  he  heard  me  through,  and  the  many  nice  rea^ 
aona  of  Sir  J-*^  W-  ■  i  upon  the  matter ;  as  of  9 
double  frontier  this  would  give  to  Flanders,  the 
safety  whereof  was  the  thing  both  his  Majesty  and 
the  States  were  most  concerned  in ;  and  many 
other  ways  of  cutting  the  feather.  After  which 
the  Prince  said,  he  believed  dinner  was  ready,  and 
we  wcmld  talk  of  it  after  we  had  dined,  and  so  went 
out ;  but,  as  he  was  near  the  door,  he  turned  to 
me,  and  said,  though  we  should  talk  more  of  it 
after  dinner,  yet  he  would  tell  me  now,  and  in  few 
words^  that  he  must  rather  die  than  make  such  a 
peace. 

After  dinner  we  went  again  into  his  chamber, 
where  he  began  with  telling  me  I  had  spoiled  his 
dinner :  that  he  had  not  expected  such  a  return  of 
the  confidence  he  had  begun  towards  his  Majesty^ 
He  observed  the  offer  of  alliance  came  to  me  in  9 
letter  of  his  Majesty's  own  hand ;  but  that  about 
the  terms  of  a  peace  from  the  Secretary  only :  that 
it  was.  in  a  style  as  if  he  thought  him  a  child,  or  to 
be  fed  with  whipped  cream :  that,  since  all  this 
had  been  before  the  foreign  committee,  he  knew 
very  well  it  had  been  with  the  French  Ambassador 
too,  and  that  the  terms  were  his^  and  a  great  deal 
worse  than  they  could  have  directly  from  FrancOir 
He  cast  them  up  distinctly,  and  what  in  plain  lam 
guage  they  amounted  to:  that  Spain  must  part 
witb  ^^  Burgundy,  Cambray,  Aire,  and  St.  Omer^ 
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which  were  of  the  value  of  two  other  provinces  in 
the  consequences  of  any  war  between  France  and 
Spain,  and  all  for  the  five  towns  mentioned :  that 
in  short  all  must  be  ventured,  since  he  was  in,  and 
found  no  other  way  out,     I  told  the  Prince,  that  L 
hoped  he  would  send  his  Majesty  his  o\^n  Ijioughts 
upon  it ;  but  that  he  would  think  a  little  more  be-* 
fore  he  did  it^    He  said  he  would  write  to  the 
King  that  night,  but  would  not  enter  into  the  de- 
tail  of  the  business,  which  was  not  worth  the  pains, 
but  would  leave  it  to  me.     He  desired  me  further. 
to  let  his  Majesty  know,  that  he  had  been  very 
plain  in  what  he  had  told  me  of  his  own  thoughts 
upon,  this  whole  matter,  and  had  gone  as  low 
as  he  could  with  any  regard  to  the  safety  of  his 
country  and  his  allies,   or  his  honour :    that  he 
doubted  whether  Spain  would  ever  have  consented 
to  those  very  terms ;  but  for  these  he  knew  they 
could  not,  though  they  were  sure  to  lose  all  Flan-.' 
ders  by  the  war :  and,  for  himself,  he  could  never 
propose  it  to  them  ;  but  if  Flanders  were  left  in 
that  posture>  it  could  never  be  defended  upon  an-, 
other  invasion,  neither  by  Holland  nor  by  England 
itself;  and  he  was  so  far  of  the  Spaniards  mind, 
that,  if  Flanders  must  be  lost,  it  had  better  Jbe  so 
by  a  war  thap  by  a  peace :  that  whenever  that  was, 
Holland  must  fall  into  an  absolute  dependence 
upon  France ;  so  that  what  his  Majesty  offered,  of 
an  alliance  with  them,  would  be  to  no  purpose; 
for  they  would  not  be  made  the  stage  of  a  war  after 
the  loss  of  Flanders,  and  wherein  they  were  sure 
no  alliance  of  his  Majesty,  nor  forces  neither,  CQuld 
defend  them.     He  concluded,  that  if  his  Majesty 
Would  help  him  out  of  this  war  with  any  hcmour 
^nd  safety,  either  upon  kindness  to  him,  or  consi- 
deration of  what  concernment  his  own  Crowns  were 
like  to  have  in  the  issue  of  this  affair,  he  would  ac-i 
knowledge  and  endeavour  to  deserve  it  as  long  as 
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he  lived ;  if  not,  the  war  must  go  on,  be'thje  event 
^hat  ^  it  would ;  and.  For  his  own  part,  he  would 
rather  charge  a  thousand  men  with  a  hundred,  nay, 
though  he  were  sure  to  die  in  the  charge,  than 
enter  into  any  concert  of  a  peace  upon  these  conv 
ditions. 

I  gave  .his  Majesty  an  account  of  all  that  passed 
in  this  interview,  and  returned  to  my  post  at 
Nimeguen. 

Theallies  had  taken  great  umbrage  at  my  journey 
to  the  Hague,  as  designed  for  negotiating  some  se- 
parate peace  between  France  and  Holland ;  but 
the  Prince  and  Pensioner  seemed  careless  to  satisfy 
them,  and  made  that  use  only  of  it,  to  let  them 
know  that  no  such  thing  was  yet  intended,  but  that 
Holland  would  be  forced  to  it  at  last  if  the  Em- 
peror and  Spain  fell  not  into  those  measures  that 
they  had  proposed  to  them,  both  at  Vienna  and 
Madrid,  for  tne  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  next 
campaign.  Which  had  some  effect  at  Vienna,  but 
little  in  Spain  or  Flanders,  as  was  felt  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  spring. 

At  my  return  to  Nimegueri,  I  found  that  in  my 
absence  Count  Kinski  was  arrived,  who  was  a  per- 
i^on  of  great  parts,  of  a  sharp  and  quick  apprehen- 
aion,  but  exact  and  scrupulous  in  his  conduct,  rigid 
in  his  opinions,  never  before  versed  in  these  sort 
of  employments,  and  thereby  very  punctilious:  , 
this  had  engaged  him  in  diiBculties  upon  the  cere- 
mony 6f  visits,  both  with  my  colleagues  and  the 
French,  upon  his  first  arriv^u ;  which  lasted  with 
theae.till  the  end  of  the  congress,  so  as  to  hinder 
all  visits  between  them :  but  I  had  the  good  for- 
time  to  retrieve  all  ill  correspondence  that  had 
Jiappened  between  the  Mediators  and  him.  I  found 
likewise  that  a  secret  intelligence  was  grown  be- 
tween the  French  and  Dutch  Ambassadors,  which 
was  managed  by  Monsieur  OU^ecrans,  the  second 
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Swedish  Ambassador,  and  wholly  apart  from  mf 

colleagues,  whose  intervention  had  been  only  used 

when  the  matter  was  first  agreed  between  those 

parties :  that  Monsieur  Van  Bevemin^  drove  oil 

very  violently  towards  a  peace,  and  with  little  re-i 

gard  of  his  allies ;  and  said  he  had  order  from  the 

States,  de  pousser  F  affaire  tant  p^il  ltd  seroit  pos^ 

sible  [to  push  the  business  on  as  vigorously  as  pos« 

sible] :  that  those  Ambassadors  had  come  to  a  sort 

of  agreement  about  the  form  and  number  of 

powers }  which  was,  that  the  mediators  should  hi 

desired  to  draw  up  a  form  o£  preamble,  which 

should  be  common  to  all  the  parties,  and  contaiii 

ikothing  more  but  that  such  and  such  Princes,  out 

of  a  sincere  desire  of  peace,  had  sent  such  and  such 

persons  to  Nimeguen,  which  had  been  chosd  fot 

the  place  of  treaty  by  the  intercession  of  the  King 

of  Great  Britain :  that  the  Mediators  should  like* 

wise  draw  up  an  obligatory  act,  to  be  signed  by  the 

seyeral  Ambassadors,  and  put  into  their  hands  on 

the  same  day,  for  the  procuring  new  powers  within 

sixty  days  after  the  date :  that  the  titles  in  the 

new  powers  should  be  inserted,  hmiafide^  accord* 

ing  to  the  usual  style  of  the  chanc^dlary  of  c&ch 

Court ;  and  that  an  act  of  salvo  should  be  i»gned 

by  the  several  Andb^assadors,  for  no  consequence  to 

be  drawn  hereafter  for  the  use  or  omission  <^  any 

titles  in  these  powers. 

I  found  likewise,  that  these  points  had  bert 
agreed  among  all  the  allies^  by  tne  formal  rsMt* 
vention  of  my  colleagues,  after  they  had  first  beet 
concerted  between  the  French  and  Dutch:  that 
these  Ambassadors  had  entered  into  a  course  of 
mutual  visits ;  owning  publicly.,  that  they  did  it  ai 
necessary  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  treaty: 
and  that  the  Dutch  began  to  talk  of  finishing  ah 
eventual  treaty  (as  they  called  it)  for  themselves^ 
as  soon  a»  the  acts  about  powers  were  wholly  di** 
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patched,  which  should  not  take  place  till  the  ge^ 
neral  peace  was  concluded ;  but  after  which  they^ 
the  Dutch,  intended  to  employ  their  offices  be- 
tween their  allies  and  the  French. 

I  found  likewise  that  Mr.  Hide  had  increased 
the  number  of  the  Mediators  in  my  absence,  who^ 
having  been  sent  into  Poland  the  summer  past  to 
christen  that  King's  child,  and  to  condole  with  the 
Emperor  upon  the  late  Empress's  death,  had  per«- 
formed  the  first  compliment  from  his  Magesty; 
but,  upon  his  coming  from  thence  to  Vienna,  found 
the  Emperor  married,  and  so  passed  on  privately 
home,  and  arrived  at  Nimeguen,  soon  after  I  left 
it  upon  my  journey  to  the  Hague ;  where  he  came 
to  me,  after  having  stayed  a  fortnight  at  Nimeguen. 
He  told  me  at  the  Hague,  that,  upon  his  return  by 
Rotterdam,  he  had  there  met  letters  from  Court, 
with  a  commission  to  stop  for  some  short  time  at 
Nimeguen,  and  take  the  character  of  one  of  the 
Ambassadors  mediators  there,  by  which  he  might 
be  enabled  at  his  return  to  give  nis  Majesty  an  ac<* 
count  of  the  state  and  progress  of  afiairs  there.  He 
said,  this  commission  was  intended  to  find  him  at 
Nimeguen,  upon  the  stop  he  made  there ;  but  hav* 
ing  not  arrived  tiU  he  left  that  place,  he  was  in 
doubt  whether  he  should  make  any  use  of  it  or  no, 
and  desired  my  advice,  whether  to  return  to  Nixne^ 
guen,  or  to  go  forward  for  England.  I  easily  per* 
ceived  what  this  dispatch  was  intended  for,  to  in- 
troduce him  into  those  kind  of  characters  and  em« 
ployments ;  and  so  advised  him  to  go  back  to 
Nimeguen,  which  he  did,  and  made  a  part  of  the 
embassv  during  a  short  stay  there,  but  excused 
himseli  from  entering  into  the  management  of  any 
conferences  or  dis^tches ;  so  that  by  his  modesty, 
and  my  Lord  Berkley's  great  age  and  infirmities, 
the  fatigue  of  that  employment  lay  still  upon  me 
and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  writ  alternately  the 
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dispatches  from  the  embassy  to  Court,  and  tli^ 
others  to  other  Princes  and  Ministers  by  concert, 
all  the  while  I  was  upon  the  place. 

I  found  likewise,  at  my  return  toNimeguen,some 
few  difficulties  yet  remaining,  which  obstructed  the 
dispatch  intended  about  the  powers ;  for  though  the 
French  had  consented  to  furnish  new  powers,  and 
several  for  the  Emperor,  Spain,  Denmark,  and 
Holland,  yet  they  refused  a  distinct  one  for  Bran- 
denburg, which. these  Ministers  insisted  on;  and. 
the  Dutch  were  in  such  obligations  to  that  Princei 
that  they  were  forced  to  do  so  too,  though  unwilU 
ingly,  as  doubting  the  success  with  France,  and 
foreseeing  the  consequence  of  the  same  pretence 
to  be  raised  upon  it  by  other  Princes  of  Germany, 
not  only  Electors,  but  the  Houses  of  Lunenburg 
and  Neuberg,  who  yielded  to  the  Electors  in  no 
point  but  that  one  of  precedence.  But  the  Dutch, 
to  distinguish  that  of  Brandenburg,  alledged  to  us 
that  he  was  principal  in  the  war  of  Sweden,  and  so 
ccmld  not  be  included  as  an  ally  only,  either  by  the 
Emperor  or  by  the  States. 

The  Danish  Ambassador  stood  positively  upon 
the  common  use  of  the  Latin  tongue  between 
France  and  them  in  their  powers,  or  else  to  give 
his  in  Danish,  if  they  gave  theirs  in  French.  These 
said,  that  it  was  a  novelty  and  an  impertinence } 
and  that,  if  in  all"  the  intercourse  that  had  ever 
beett  between  those  two  Crowns,  the  language  had 
not  been  French  on  their  side,  and  Latin  on  the 
Danes,  ieven  in  any  one  instrument,  they  were  con- 
tent they  should  give  their  powers  iiot  only  in  Da- 
nish, but  in  Hebrew  if  they  pleased.  The  Dane 
said,  he  could  not  give  account  of  all  precedents  s 
that  if  ill  ones  had  been  hitherto  used,  it  was  time 
to  establish  new  ones  that  were  good :  that  bis 
Master  had  more  right  to  do  it  than  any  former 
King,  being  now  successive  in  that  Crown,  whicit 
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wto  before  elective,  and  being  more  absolute  in  his 
dominions  than  any  other  King  of  Christendom  ; 
for  there  was  now  nothing  in  Denmark  but  la  vo* 
lonte  du  Roy  [the  will  of  the  King]  j  upon  all 
which  he  said  his  orders  were  positive,  and  he  could 
not  proceed  without  the  style  he  pretended. 

These  two  points  chiefly  had  obstructed  the  final 
.  agreement  about  the  powers  for  near  a  month ;  after 
which  we  prevailed  with  the  French  to  yield  to  new 
powers  for  Brandenburg,  upon  assurance  from  the 
Dutch  Ambassadors  that  they  expected  no  such 
pretension  for  any  other  of  their  German  allies ; 
but  that  if  any  should  be  raised  and  refused  by 
France,  yet  that  should  not  hinder  or  delay  the 
Dutch  from  proceeding  in  the  treaty.  The  Dane's 
pretence  about  the  languages,  being  neither  coun- 
tenanced nor  approved  by  any  of  his  allies,  was  at 
last  yielded  by  him ;  which  had  been  better  never 
started,  as  having  lost  him  ground  in  that  which 
was  intended  by  it,  which  was  to  establish  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  parity  among  crowned  heads. 

There  was  an  accident  happened  likewise  in  my 
absence,  which  had  raised  great  heats  among  the 
parties. 

Upon  Count  Kinski's  arrival,  the  allies  began 
their  meetings  at  his  house,  by  which  they  hoped 
to  govern  the  general  resolutions,  and  keep  the  alli- 
.  ance  from  breaking  into  any  se?parate  pieces.  The 
.  Dutch  Ambassadors,  who  pretended  to  influence 
the  peace  more  than  any  of  their  allies,  stomached 
the  Count's  design  and  carriage  at  these  confe- 
rences, where  they  said  he  pi'etended  to  be  sole 
dictator ;  and  they  were  unwilling  to  enter  into 

Elain  contradictions,  or  the  same  heats  at  his  own 
ouse  ;  uponVhich  they  went  to  the  Stadthouse, 
.  and  chose  there  a  room  for  their  conferences  among 
all  the  allies,  which,  upon  the  first  practice,  gave 
great  offence  to  the  French  Ambassadors.    They 
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said  it '  was  a  breach  upon  the  neutrality  of  the 
place,  established  by  the  assembly's  being  there ; 
and  that  the  Dutch  had  now  arrogated  to  them- 
selves the  disposal  of  the  Town-^ouse,  without 
common  agreement*    The  Dutch  alled^ed  the 
rooms  they  had  taken  were  not  belonging  to  th* 
town,  but  to  the  nobles  of  Gmeld^lanC  and  were 
below  stairs ;  and  that  all  above  remained  to  bi 
disposed  of  still  by  the  Mediators  for  the  common 
use  of  the  parties  when  they  shduld  desire  it   Tlie 
Frendi  were  not  satisfied  with  these  reasons,  and 
threatened  to  break  the  assembly.   We  at  last  pre- 
vailed with  the  allies  to  fotbear  the  usis  of  tht 
Stadthouse,  till  we  drew  up  a  formal  proposal,  to 
be  made  by  us  the  mediators  to  dl  psutiefi,  deik' 
ing  liiem  that,  for  their  ease  and  con^nience)  afi 
parties  would  meet  in  one  room  at  liie  St^dthoose, 
or  at  least  the  two  alliances  in  two  teveral  roofiis^ 
idiilirt:  We  should  meet  in  another,  and  be  tiiere 
i*eady  to  perform  all  offices  betwe€^  them.    Tbk 
last  was  accepted,  imd  we  desigtied  the  teVdrsd 
rooms  for  ourselves  and  the  pa^6d  \  but  were 
forced  to  find  two  rooms  f(^  the  rrench  a&d  Swexks 
to  meet  apart,  whose  competition,  though  alUcB, 
would  not  suffer  them  to  meet  in  one,  or  decide  it 
by  lot,  as  the  Spaniard  and  Dane  had  done. 

There  remained  one  difficulty  more,  "which  par- 
ticularly concerned  his  Majesty.  Both  French  &A 
l^aniards,  a3  Well  as  Impenalista>  had  insist^ 
even  with  emulataoli,  tiiat  the  Pop^'^  idedilitioti 
irh^d  be  tnentioiied  in  the  new  powers,  as  ^rr^ 
AH  his  Ml|j^i$ty'^  I^e  Dtitch  i.fid  Dufi^ii  both  feiid 
^l]«ohitety  refused  to  treat  upon  afiy  pciwei^  Mrh«iis 
the  Po^'s  mediation  t^hould  be  men^en^.  W% 
had  likeldse  tepresi^ted  to  thittfi,  hdw  gt«BI  t 
di^iiB&c^  fhei-e  was  betwe^  bk  Mtt^eil^'^  m^^- 
tion,  that  had  been  accepted  by  ^1  p«^^,  ftttd  ^ 
Pope's^  ikHkh'sA  bten  «o  otdy  %^^  pKKt  «r  Aett; 
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^nd  ihe  very  ineiitioti  of  it  absolutely  refused  by 
several  others,  to  be  admitted  into  the  powers: 
that  his  Mcgesty's  mediation  had  proposed  the 
place  of  treaty,  exchanged  the  passports,  formed 
liie  assembly,  managed  all  the  negotiations  in  it  so 
long,  without  the  appearance  of  any  Minister  from 
the  Pope,  «or  kmrBrledge  Whether  he  would  be  re- 
'C€a<red  if  he  came,  or  by  whom  his  mediatioh 
KWttld  be  accepted  4»'  employed.  At  length  it  was 
resolved^  that  the  mention  of  his  Majesty's  media- 
tion alone  should  be  made  in  the  several  powers : 
and  so  all  being  a^eed,  about  the  middle  of  Fe- 
bruary, all  the  several  acts  were  signed  and  put 
into  our  bands,  and  by  us  exchanged  ftnong  the 
sei^eral  parties^ 

After  this  dispatch  of  all  preliminaries  to  die 
treaty,  the  several  parties,  hy  agreement,  brought 
inlto  oar  hasids  their  several  propositions  or  preten- 
WOBS.  The  Frendi  seemed  in  theirs  to  deinand 
nothing  of  the  Emperor  and  of  Brandenburg,  but 
th6  entire  sMtoring  of  the  treaty  of  Munster:;  c^ 
Spain,  the  staining  of  all  they  had  conquered  in 
this  maxy  ^xipdn  the  Spaniards  having  first  broken 
tlie  peace.  From  the  States  General  they  made 
9M4ettaa4,  but  ofi^ed  them  the  restoring  of  their 
friendship,  and  that  they  would  hearken  to  a  treaty 
^f.<:DiBinefce.  On  the  other  side,  the  Emperor's 
^Mdbnds  were,  thtU;  France  should  restore  to  him, 
^  the  Empire,  and  to  all  his  allies,  whatever  they 
had  taken  from  them  in  the  course  of  this  war,  and 
make  refiaration  for  all  damages  they  had  suffered 
in  it»  The  Spaniards  demanded  all  the  places  they 
had  lost,  and  all  the  damages  they  had  suffered 
AdmF^oe  Bince  the  year  1665.  The  Dutch  de* 
mattded  from  France  the  restitution  of  Maestricht, 
satis&ction  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  in  what  did 
concern  the  principality  c^  Orange,  and  a  regie* 
»Mit  of  coicimearce^  witlx  a  renunciation  of  all  pre- 
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tensions  each  party  might  have  upon  the  othen 
As  for  the  great  damages  they  had  sustained,  they 
said,  they  sacrificed  them  all  to  the  public  p^ce, 
provided  satisfaction  might  be  given  to  their  allies. 

For  the  Northern  Kings  and  German  Princes, 
their  demands  were  so  extended,  that  I  shall  for- 
bear relating  them,  and  sum  them  up  in  this  only, 
That  those  who  had  gained  by  the  war,  pretended 
to  retain  all  they  had  got ;  and  those  that  had  lost, 
pretended  to  recover  all  they  had  lost,  and  to  be  re- 
paid the  damages  they  had  suffered  by  the  war. 
Count  Kinski  delivered  into  our  hands  likewise  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain's  pretensions,  sealed  as  the  rest 
were ;  but  we  opened  them  not,  upon  the  French 
telling  us  they  had  not  received  from  Court  any 
counter-pretensions  upon  the  Duke  of  Lortain; 
whereof  they  believed  the  reason  to  be,  that  no  Mi- 
nister of  his  had  yet  appeared  at  the  congress.  In- 
deed, their  pretensions  against  Lorrain  had  never 
yet  been  made  siiice  the  death  of  the  late  Duke, 
and  would  have  been  very  hard  to  draw  up  by  their 
ablest  Ministers  or  Advocates  themselves ;  and 
therefore  they  thought  fit  to  decline  them,  and  re- 
serve them  for  the  terms  of  a  peace,  when  they 
should  be  able  to  prescribe  rather  than  to  treat 
them. 

By  these  propositions  of  the  several  parties,  it 
easily  appeared  to  the  world,  what  wise  men  knew 
before,  now  little  hopes  there  were  of  a  peace,  from 
the  motions  of  this  treaty  in  the  present  circum- 
stances of  a£&irs,  and  how  it  was  wholly  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  course  and  influence  of  future 
events  in  the  progress  of  the  war. 

About  the  24th  of  Februanr,  I  went  to  the  Pjijice 
at  his  house  at  Soesdyck,  a  day's  journey  from  Ni- 
meguen,  upon  a  letter  from  his  Highness  desiring 
it  of  me.  I  had  about  a  week  before  written  to  him 
by  the  King's  command ;  uppn  which  his:  Higk^teiss 
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^sired  to  speak  with  me.     I  went,  and  told  him 
the  contents  of  my  last  dispatch.    He  asked  me, 
whether  it  were  from  the  King  himself,  or  from  any 
of  the  Ministers  ?    I  told  him  it  was  from  Secretary 
Williamson,  by  the  King's  command.   The  Prince 
said.  Then  he  knew  from  whence  it  came ;  but  how- 
ever, desired  me  to  read  the  particulars  to  him  j 
which  were,  the  King's  apprehension  of  a  mistake 
in  the  Prince,  because  the  terms  mentioned  by  his 
Majesty  were  not  any  propositions,  which  he  did  not 
think  his  part  to  make,  nor  had  be  any  authority 
for  it,  but  only  a  piece  of  confidence  he  had  enter- 
ed into  with  the  Prince :  next,  that  the  exchange 
of  Cambray  was  only  proposed  as  a  thing  to  be 
wished,  that  so  six  towns  mightbe  restored  to  Spain, 
instead  of  five  the  Prince  had  proposed,  which,  in 
his  Majesty's  opinion,  would  make  a  kind  of  a  dou- 
l>le  frontier  to  Brussels,  and  so  leave  Flanders  safer 
than  by  the  Prince's  scheme :  therefore  his  Majesty 
desired  the  Prince  would  think  further  of  it,  and 
not  let  it  fall  so  flat  as  he  did  by  his  last  answer, 
without  trying  what  it  could  be  beaten  out  to :  but 
however  offered,  that,  if  his  Highness  had  any  other 
proposition  to  make  to  France,  the  King  would  very 
readily  hand  it  over  to  them  in  the  best  manner  he 
.coulid. 

Whilst  I  was  reading  this  to  the  Prince,  he  could 
hardly  hear  it  out  with  any  patience,  Sir  J— 
W  ■  's  style  was  always  so  disagreeable  to  him ; 
and  he  thought  the  whole  cast  of  this  so  artificial, 
that  he  received  it  at  first  with  indignation  and 
scorn,  rather  than  with  those  further  thoughts  that 
were  desired  of  him.  He  said  the  style  of  letting 
it  fall  so  flat,  was  my  Lord  Arlington's;  and  the  dou- 
ble frontier,  as  it  were,  for  Brussels,  was  some  of  the 
Secretary's  cresmefiuettS  [whipped  cream]  and  fit 
for  children.  The  rest  he  took  to  be  all  the  French 
Ambassador's,  who  would  fain  continue  a  private 
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treaty  urith  him  by  the  King's  hand,  while  his  M»* 
ster  went  into  the  field.  His  answer  was  vety  plain, 
That  he  had  thought  enough  of  it,  and  had  no  more 
to  say  at  this  time :  that,  when  he  spdce  to  me  so 
lately  at  the  Hague,  he  believed  the  peace  might 
have  been  made,  and  upon  better  terms  tliau  he 
proposed,  if  the  King  had  desired  them  from  France^ 
either  upon  kindness  to  him,  or  upon  the  interest 
of  his  own  Crowns :  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  the 
King's  thoughts  so  difierent  from  his;  and  that, 
whenever  they  grew  nearer,  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  it :  but  he  looked  now  upon  the  campaign  as 
begun,  and  believed,  at  the  time  we  talked,  the 
guns  were  playing  before  Valenciennes :  that  he 
saw  no  hopes  of  a  peace,  but  expected  a  loiig  war, 
unless  Flanders  shoiild  be  lost,  and  in  that  case  the 
States  must  make  the  best  terms  they  could :  that 
he  expected  a  very  ill  beginning  of  the  campaign, 
to  make  an  ill  figure  in  it  himself,  and  to  bear  the 
shame  of  faults  that  others  would  make ;  but  if  the 
Emperor  performed  what  he  had  promised,  thecam* 
paign  might  not  end  as  it  began :  that,  however,  he 
was  in,  and  must  go  on,  ^  qwmd  on  est  ^  la  ^ank 
TnessCf  on  y  est  £and  when  one  is  at  high«mass,  one 
is  at  it],  meaning,  I  suppose,  that  one  must  stay  tiH 
it  is  done,  because  the  crowd  is  so  great  one  can't 
get  out :  that  he  gave  his  Majesty  thanks  for  his 
.offer  of  handing  over  to  France  any  proposition  he 
should  make ;  but  that  never  was  his  meaning ;  for 
if  it  had,  he  could  easily  have  found  a  directer  way : 
that  his  intention  was  only  to  enter  into  a  confi* 
dence  with  his  Majesty  upon  the  subject  of  the 
peace,  and  to  owe  it  wholly  to  him ;  but  if  any  thing 
was  proposed  by  the  King  to  France  otherwise  than 
as  his  own  thoughts,  it  must  be  from  the  body  of 
the  alliance,  and  not  from  him* 

After  these  discourses,  the  Prince  went  imme- 
diately away  for  the  Hague,  and  I  returned  to  Ni* 
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meguen ;  wher^  all  negotiations  seemed  whplly  at 
a  stand,  and  so  continued  till  tpwards  the  end  of 
April,  In  this  time  arrived  Monsieur  Stratman, 
ifne  of  the  Imperial  Ambassadors ;  Monsieur  Chris^ 
tin,  am  of  the  Spa^h ;  but  he  and  Don  Pedro  haVf 
ing  only  the  character  of  Plepipotentiaries,  an4 
pretencUng  thereupon  the  treatment  of  Ambassa* 
dors,  and  the  F^en<;h  and  Swedes  refusing  it  tp  that 
QbluraQter,  they  continued  inpognito  till  the  ^rival 
of  the  Marquis  d^  IBalbaces* 

For  Monsieur  Stratman,  upon  his  notification  to 
i^e  several  AmbaMadors  (at  the  same  time,  as[  h<s 
said),  tbj^  Pane  and  the  3wede  made  him  first  theii; 
visits,  M»d  after  them  the  French :  whereupon,  hav-r 
vag  first  made  his  to  titie  Mediators,  he  returned 
th?m  to  the  Swede*  the  Pane  being  out  of  town } 
^er  which  he  $eut  to  demand  an  hour  of  th^ 
French;  but  Mowieur  d'Estrades  returned  him 
9aswer,  that,  having  failed  of  the  respect  due  to  th^ 
Kiug  his  Master,  they  would  not  admit  of  my  visit 
from  him*  Hereupon  Monsieur  Kinski  and  Mon* 
sieur  Stratmau  desired  us  to  ask  upon  what  point 
tbf^  French  refused  their  visit,  saying,  it  eould  b^ 
upon  no  otiber  but  a  pretence  of  prefereuee  to  ali 
other  Crowns,  and  expecting  the  fir^t  visifai  tp  be 
aj^de  tP  the  Freoch,  though  other  Amba^^dprs 
h^  ^st  visited  the  Imperialists.  Thi3  they  desired 
Wueh  the  French  would  avow,  believing  it  would 
embroil  them  w:ith  the  Swedes  as  well  as  with  us, 
who  they  knew  would  declare  against  any  such  pre-* 
t^nee*  but  the  Frencl\,  upon  our  application  from 
i)\e  Imperialists,  kept  stanch  to  their  first  answers 
that  Monsieur  Stratman  ai^oi^  manque  du  respect  au 
Roy  leur  MmPre  [had  been  wanting  in  the  respect 
due  to  the  Kix^  thdr  Master],  that  he  had  done  it 
in  several  points,  and  knew  very  well  in  lyhat :  and 
further  than  this  they  would  not  enter  into  the  mat* 
tery  but  ooGLtinued  positive  in  refusing  the  yisit« 
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Whilst  such  matters  as  these  helped  to  amuse  the 
congress,  and  keep  them  in  countenance,  the  essen* 
tial  parts  of  the  treaty  were  managed  in  the  field : 
France  had  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  blocked  up 
Cambray ;  and  Valenciennes  about  the  end  of  Fe- 
brujary.  Having  provided  sufficient  magazines  in 
the  winter  for  the  subsistence  of  their  forces,  they 
began  to  break  into  Flanders,  and  into  the  parts  of 
Germany,  on  the  other  side  the  Rhine,  and  with 
all  the  most  cruel  ravages  of  burning  and  spoiling 
those  parts  of  Germany  that  could  be  exercised, 
and  such  as  had  not  yet  been  used  on  either  side 
sipce  the  war  began.  The  allies  made  complaints 
of  this  new  manner  of  war  to  his  Majesty;  who  em- 
ployed his  offices  towards  France,  to  hinder  siich 
prosecution  of  a  quarrel,  while  a  peace  was  treat- 
ing under  his  mediation.  But  the  thing  was  done, 
and  their  point  was  gained ;  which  was,  by  an  en- 
tire ruin  of  the  country  to  hinder  the  Imperialists 
from  finding  any  subsistence  for  their  troops,  if 
they  should  march  into  Alsace,  and  thereby  divert 
those  forces  that  the  French  resolved  to  employ 
this  sjpring  in  Flanders,  before  the  Dutch  could 
take  the  field'and  march  to  the  relief  of  those  places 
they  intended  to  attack. 

About  the  seventeenth  of  March,  the  King  of 
France  took  Valenciennes ;  having  surmounted  the 
very  force  of  the  seasons,  aiid  sat  down  before  it 
about  the  beginning  of  that  month.  From  thence 
he  marched  with  a  mighty  army,  and  laid  siege  to 
Cambray  with  one  part  of  it,  and  to  St.  Omer  with 
the  other,  under  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  After  five 
days  siege  from  the  opening  of  the  trenches,  he 
took  Cambray,  like  all  the  other  Spanish  towns,  by 
surrender  upon  articles ;  but  the  citadel  held  out 
for  sdme  days  longer. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch,  havitig  received 
iheir  payments  due  from  Spaip,  and  finding  the 
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French  to  go  on  with  their  design  upon  Flanders, 
whilst  the  treaty  served  but  for  an  amusement,  re- 
solved to  go  on  with  the  war  for  another  campaign; 
being  kept  up  to  this  resolution  by  the  vigour  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  pressing  them  upon  the 
observance  of  their  treaties,  and  pursuit  of  their  in- 
terest, in  the  defence  of  Flanders.  Upon  the  first 
motion  of  the  French,  the  Prince  had  begun  to  pre- 
pare  for  that  of  his  troops  likewise,  and  pressed  the 
Spaniards  to  have  theirs  in  readiness  to  join  him ; 
and  with  all  imaginable  endeavours  provided  for 
the  subsistence  of  his  army  in  their  march  through 
Flanders,  which  the  Spaniards  had  taken  no  care 
of.  But  with  all  the  diligence  and  application  that 
could  be  used,  he  could  not  come  to  the  relief  ei- 
ther of  Valenciennes  or  Cambray ;  but  with  part  of 
the  forces  of  the  States  alone,  and  without  either 
troops,  or  so  much  as  guides,  furnished  him  by  the 
Spaniards,  he  marched  directly  towards  St.  Omer, 
resolute  to  raise  that  siege  with  the  hazard  of  a  bat- 
tle, at  what  disadvantage  soever.  The  Duke  of 
Orleans,  leaving  a  small  part  of  his  troops  to  defend 
the  trenches  before  St.  Omer,  marched  to  meet  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  upon  the  way  was  reinfor- 
ced  by  Monsieur  deLuxemburgh  with  all  the  troops 
the  Irench  King  could  send  out  of  his  army,  leav- 
ing only  enough  to  continue  the  siege  beiore  the 
citadel  of  Cambray.  These  armies  met,  and  fought 
with  great  bravery  at  Mont-Cassel,  where,  after  a 
sharp  dispute,  the  first  regiment  of  the  Dutch  in- 
fantry began  to  break,  and  fall  into  disorder :  the 
Prince  went  immediately  to  that  part  where  the 
shake  began,  rallied  them  several  times,  and  re- 
newed the  charge ;  but  at  last  was  borne  down  by 
the  plain  flight  of  his  men,  whom  he  was  forced  to 
resist  like  enemies,  and  fall  in  among  them  with  his 
sword  in  his  hand ;  and,  cutting  the  first  cross  the 


410  Memoirs  from  1678  to  1079. 

face,  cried  out  aloud^  Coquin^  je  te  marquerai  au 
moinSj  djin  de  tejaire  pendre  [rascal^  I'll  set  a  mark 
on  thee  at  least,  that  I  may  hang  thee  afterwards]]* 
Voice  nor  actions,  threats  nor  examples,  could  give 
courage  to  men  that  had  already  lost  it ;  and  so  the 
Prince  was  forced  to  yield  to  the  stream  that  car- 
ried him  back  to  the  rest  of  his  troops,  which  yet 
stood  firm ;  with  whom,  and  what  he  could  gatnei^ 
of  those  that  had  been  routed,  he  made  a  retreat 
that  wanted  little  of  the  honour  of -a  victory ;  and 
will,  by  the  confession  of  his  enemies,  make  a  part 
of  thftt  great  character  they  so  justly  allow  him» 
The  safety  of  the  Dutch  army,  upon  this  misfor* 
tune,  was  by  them  wholly  owed  to  his  Highnesses 
conduct  as  well  as  braveiy  in  the  course  of  thi^  ^/f^ 
tioD }  after  which,  both  §t«  Omer  and  the  citadel 
of  Cambray  were  surrendered  to  the  French  about 
the  twentieth  of  April,  with  which  the  Spaniard^ 
lost  the  main  strength  of  their  frontier  of  Flanders 
on  that  side  (as  they  had  done  that  on  the  othei? 
side  by  Aeth  and  Charleroy  in  the  former  war), 
and  all  the  hopes  of  raising,  any  contributions  m 
France,  which  was  9  great  part  of  the  subsistence 
oi  the  Spanish  troops ;  so  as  there  now  remained 
nothing  of  frontier  considerable,  besides  Namur 
and  Moqp^s  to  the  land,  Ortend  and  Newport  to  the 
sea ;  and  the  rest  of  the  Spanish  Nethenands  con*^ 
sjsted  only  of  great  towns,  by  which  no  resistance 
could  be  hoped  for  whenever  the  French  should 
think  fit  toattack  thei9>and  coqld  spare  men  enougfa 
to  gs^rison  them  when  they  should  be  takep.  l^q^ 
the  greatness  of  those  towns^  and  multitude  of  iji- 
habitantSf  and  their  invet^ate  hatred  to  the  French 
g|ovemment,  was  such)  as  without  very  great  gar^ 
risons  they  could  not  be  held,  unless,  upon  one  sud« 
den  conqueat  and  great  revolution,  the  whoi/s  Sps^ 
vk\x  Netoerlandfl  should  become  ?r«n<;b>  w4  lh«r^ 
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by  be  made  a  new  frontier  towards  the  Dutch  and 
Germ^ms,  and,  like  a  new  conquest,  the  seat  of  their 
armies. 

This  the  Spaniards  thought  would  never  be  8a£» 
fered,  neither  by  England  nor  Holland;  and  so 
tliey  seemed  to  have  abandoned  the  fate  of  Flan- 
ders to  their  care»  with  a  resignation  that*  became 
l^d  Christians  rather  than  good  reason  ers.     For 
I  have  long  deserved,  from  all  I  have  seen  or  heard, 
or  read  in  story,  that  nothing  is  so  fallacious,  as  to 
ireasoaot  upon  the  counsels  or  conduct  of'  Princes  Of 
States,  from  what  one  conceives  to  be  the  true  in* 
terest  of  their  countries ;  for  there  is  in  all  places 
an  interest  of  those  that  govern,  and  another  of 
those  that  are  governed :  nay,  among  these,  there 
k  an  interest  of  quiet  men,  that  desire  only  to  keep 
what  i^ey  have ;  and  another  of  unquiet  men,  who 
desire  to  acquire  what  they  have  not ;  and  by  vio- 
lent, if  they  cannot  by  lawful  means.    Therefore 
I  never  coiud  find  a  better  way  of  judging  the  re* 
solutions  of  a  State,  than  by  the  personal  temper 
and  understanding,  or  passions  and  humours,  of  the 
Princes,  or  chief  Ministers,  that  were  for  the  time 
at  the  head  of  afi&irs.    But  the  Spaniards  reasoned 
OEdy  from  what  they  thought  the  interest  of  eaeh 
country.    They  knew  Hmlaiid  would  save  Flan^ 
ders,  it  they  covdd,  and  England,  they  were  sure, 
cofuld  if  they  would,  and  believed  would  be  brought 
to  it  at  last  by  the  increase  of  the  datiger,  and  force 
of  their  own  interest,  and  the  humour  of  the  peo- 
ple* In  this  hope*  (^  presumption  they  were  a  greqil 
deal  flattered  fay  their  Ministers  then  in  EngTaitd, 
Don  Bernard  de  SaMnas  envoy  from  Spain,  and 
Fonseea  consul  there ;  who  did  indeed  very  in- 
dustriously fixnent  the  heats  that  began  abont  this 
time  to  appear  in. the  Parliament,  upon  the  appre- 
hensiona  of  the  French  conquests  both  in  Flanders 
and  Sicily :  which  moved  them,  about  the  end  of 
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March,  to  make  an  address  to  the  King,  represent- 
ing the  progresses  of  France,  and  desiring  his  Ma- 
jesty to  put  a  stop  to  them,  before  they  grew  dan- 
ferous  to  England,  as  well  as  to  their  neighbours. 
>on  Bernard  de  Salinas  told  some  of  the  Commons, 
.that  the  King  was  very  angry  at  this  address,  and 
had  said  upon  it,  that  the  authors  of  it  were  a  com- 
pany of  rogues ;  which  made  a  great  noise  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  King  resented  it  as  a 
piece  of  malice  in  Salinas,  or  at  least  as  a  design 
to  inflame  the  House ;  and  thereupon  ordered  him 
to  depart  the  kingdom  within  certain  days.  Yet, 
about  a  month  after,  the  Parliament  made  another 
address,  upon  the  same  occasion ;  desiring  his  Ma- 
jesty to  make  a  league  offensive  and  defensive  with 
the  States  General,  for  opposing  the  progress  of 
the  French  conquests.  This  his  Majesty  received 
as  an  invasion  of  his  prerogative,  made  them  an  an- 
gry answer,  and  prorogued  the  Parliament  till  the 
winter  following. 

However,  France  had  so  much  regard  to  the  jea- 
lousies raised  both  in  England  and  Holland,  of 
their  designing  an  entire  conquest  of  Flanders,  that, 
after  having  gained  those  three  important  frontier 
towns  so  early  in  the  spring,  and  dispersed  his  army 
after  that  expedition,  that  Kingreturned  home ;  writ 
to  his  Majesty,  that  to  shew  he  had  no  intention  to 
conquer  Flanders,  but  only  to  make  a  general  peace, 
he  was  contented,  notwithstanding  the  great  ad- 
vantages and  forces  he  had  at  present,  to  make  a 
general  truce,  in  case  his  allies  the  Swedes  would 
agree  to  it ;  which  he  desired  his  Majesty  to  inform 
himself  of,  since,  he  had  not  convenience  of  doing 
it,  for  want  of  liberty  of  couriers  into  Sweden. 

The  contents  of  this  letter  were  proved  by  the 
French  Ambassadors  at  Nimeguen  among  the  se- 
veral Ministers  there,  till  they  found  it  had  an  ef- 
fect contrary  io  what  was  intended,  and  was  taken 
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by  all  for  too  gross  an  artifice.  It  passed  very  ill 
with  Monsieur  Van  Beverning  himself,  who,  of  all 
others  there,  was  the  most  passionately  bent  upon 
the  peace.  But  he  said  openly  upon  this,  that  the 
French  were  to  be  commended,  who  never  neglect- 
ed any  thing  of  importance,  nor  so  much  as  of 
amusement :  that  France  had  given  their  blow,  and 
would  now  hinder  the  allies  from  giving  theirs: 
that  the  reserve  of  Sweden^s  consent  was  an  easy 
•  way  of  avoiding  the  truce,  if  the  allies  should  ac- 
cept it :  that  this  itself  could  not  be  done,  because 
Flanders  would  be  left  so  open,  as  to  be  easily  swal- 
lowed up  by  the  next  invasion,  having  no  frontier 
on  either  side :  that  the  towns,  now  possessed  by 
France,  would  in  the  time  of  a  truce  grow  abso- 
lutely French,  and  so  the  harder  to  be  restored  by 
a  peace  or  a  war :  that,  for  his  part,  he  desired  the 
peace;  contrary  to  the  politics  of  Monsieur  Van 
Beunioghen,  and  the  other  Ministers  of  the  allies 
in  England ;  aflSrming  always,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing all  their  intrigues  and  intelligences  there,  he. 
Monsieur  Van  Beverning,  was  assured,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty would  not  enter  into  the  war,  to  save  the  last 
town  in  Flanders.  This  confidence  made  him  pur- 
sue all  the'  ways  towards  a  peace,  and  by  paces 
which  some  thought  forwarder  than  his  commis- 
sion, and  very  ill  concerted  with  those  of  his  allies. 
About  the  middle  of  April,  he  brought  us  the  pro- 
ject of  a  treaty  of  commerce  both  for  France  and 
Sweden,  and  desired  he  would  make  the  commu- 
nication of  them  ;  which  he  did  for  form,  though 
we  knew  that  those  Ministers  had  been  before  pos- 
sessed  of  them  from  the.  Dutch  Ambassadors  them- 
selves. And,  some  few  days  after,  they  entered 
:into  conferences  upon  this,  project  at  the  French 
.  Ambassador's  house,,whom  they  found  very  easy  in 
the/terms  the  Dutch  insisted  on  for  their  commerce. 
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which  was  all  that  could  make  any  difficulJty  bef« 
tween  them. 

1677.  About  the  end  of  April,  the  Ministers  of 
the  allies  came,  and  presented  us  their  several  an- 
swers  in  writing  to  the  French  propositions  j  which 
they  offered  to  leave  with  to,  whenever  we  sbovld 
assure  them  that  the  French  and  Swedes  were  ready 
with  theirs*  Upon  this  cornmnnicatiea  given  to 
the  fVench,  they  were  positive  to  give  no  answer 
in  writing,  nor  to  i^eceive  any,  alledgmg  both  r^ison 
and  example  for  their  opimon ;  this  from  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Munster  treaty,  tiiat  from  tlsie  dang» 
of  the  invective  style  or  language  ik^  are  apt  to 
enter  into  the  writings  of  each  party  upon  soeh  oc- 
casions. Hie  aUies  were  for  some  time  as  peremp- 
tory in  their  resoluttom  of  4diverang  their  answer 
in  writing ;  but  bath  at  last  agf>eed  upon  the  expe- 
dient we  proposed,  of  dictating  to  us  what  tb^  k- 
tended  should  be  said  to  the  other  party,  of  our 
setting  the  substance  down  in  writing,  and  reading 
It  over  to  them  first  who  dictated  to  us,  so  as  they 
migiit  be  judges  whether  we  had  rightly  apjm- 
hended  and  expressed  their  meaning ;  and  yetl^ 
thing  might  go  in  onr  style,  and  not  in  theks; 
by  which  all  sharpness  and  provocation  wo«dd  be 
4ivoided. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  arrived  Fresideiit  Ga- 
nmi,  ^envoy  from  the  Duke  of  Lorram^  and  |>ut  te 
Master's  pretensions  into  our  hands ;  upon  wUdi 
the  alUes  expected  a  return  of  those  from  FnMXi 
wp0n  that  Duke,  oo  mom  being  now  left  fot  dehff' 
iti^g  ^them  irom  the  want  of  a  Mk»ster  upon  ^ 
place :  b^  the  French  said  yery  plainly,  it  vrm  a 
tntfCter  the)r  were  wft^iimtructed  in ;  which  the  aStos 
^ceived  with  ^eat  stomach,  bM  peme^A  com- 
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were  resolved  not  to  proceed  in  the  treaty,  without 
carrying  on  the  interests  of  that  Duke,  an  equal 
pace  with  their  own. 

About  the  end  of  May,  arrived  the  Pope's  Nun- 
cio ;  whereupon  the  Swedish  and  Danish  Ambas- 
«adors  resorted  immediately  to  us,  desiring  to  know 
how  we  intended  to  carry  ourselves  in  what  regard- 
ed that  Minister;  professing  themselves  to  be  much 
in  pain,  being  on  one  side  very  much  pressed,  the 
Swedes  by  the  French,  and  the  Danes  by  the  Im- 
perialists and  Spaniards,  to  the  interchange  at  least 
of  common  ceremonies  and  civilitjps  with  a  Mi- 
nistCT  for  whom  they  all  with  emulation  professed 
so  great  respect  and  deference :  on  the  other  side, 
the  Swedes  and  Danes  pretended  neither  to  have 
instruction  or  example  from  their  respective  Courts, 
todetermine  them  in  this  matter;  but  said  they  were 
resolved  to  observeandconsiderthestepsthatshould 
be  made  by  us.  We  cut  the  business  very  short,  and 
declared  to  them  our  resolution  to  have  no  sort  of 
*ditfmercfe  with  the  Pope's  Nuncio,  either  in  the 
2^kk<A!o\tx  function,  or  in  matters  of  ceremony; 
and  tdld  them,  our  orders  from  Court  were  so  pre- 
cise in  this  point,  that  they  would  admit  of  no  de- 
hme.  Th6  next  day.  Monsieur  Colbert  and  Mon- 
mtvlc  d*  Avaux  came  formally  to  give  us  part  of  the 
Nuncio's  arrival,  and  of  his  desire  to  make  us  his 
fijWt  cijimplttoents,  if  he  might  know  they  would  be 
rfeiJfeived :  bur  answer  to  them  w^s  the  same  we  had 
ttaAt  to  th^  Swedes  and  Danes ;  and.  Boon  aftet^ 
iffl  ^Jie  Ministers  of  Protestant  Princes  at  Nimegtten 
iHBSolved  to  follow  our  exsanple,  and  to  have  no 
fe<>ttim«i*cfe  at  all  with  the  Nuncio, 

Abotft  the  same  time,  after  many  messages  car- 
^d  %|y  ui  bfetween  the  parties,  they  were  persuaded 
Ift  iMt  into  the  ^reement  of  delivering  and  ex- 
dlianging,  by  our  hands,  their  answers  to  each 
*tfe6ips  propositions  in  writing,  though 'without  pre- 
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tending  to  pursue  that  method  in  the  succeeding 
paces  of  the  negotiation.  Nor  was  there  need  of 
that  caution,  for  this  I  take  to  have  been  the  last 
pace  of  any  free  and  general  negotiation  between 
the  parties  engaged  in  the  war  and  in  th6  treaty ; 
nor  were  the  answers  any  thing  nearer  agreeing, 
than  the  first  propositions. 

The  last  day  of  May,  arrived  the  Marquis  de  Bal- 
baces,  first  ambassador  from  Spain ;,  and,  about  the 
same  time,  my  Lord  Berkley  returned  into  England, 
where  he  languished  out  the  rest  of  the  summer^ 
and  died. 

About  the  *7th  of  June,  the  Dutch  Ambassadors 
brought  us  the  project  of  a  treaty  between  them 
and  France,  digested  and  extended  in  all  ita  forms 
and  articles ;  and  told  us  soon  after,  they  .had,  in  a 
conference  upon  it  with  the  French  Ambassadors, 
agreed  in  a  manner  all  the  points  of  it ;  at  least, 
^  that  there  remained  but  two^  which  concerned  com- 
merce only,  undetermined  between  them,  which 
they  doubted  not  would  be  agreed  likewise  upon 
return  of  the  French  dispatches  from  Court :  that, 
after  their  business  was  ended,  they  would  perform 
the  best  offices  they  could  between  their  allies  and 
the  French.  And  indeed,  by  the  beginning  of  July, 
all  points  were  accordingly  agreed  between  the 
French  and  Dutch,  and  Monsieur  Van  Beverning 
began  to  play  the  part  of  something  more  than  me- 
diator; pressing  on  his  allies  towards  a  peace  with 
paces  very  earnest  and  something  rough,  and,  as 
some  believed,  more  than  he  had  order  for  from 
his  Masters,  who  yet  pretended  to  hold  hands  with 
their  allies.  But  Monsieur  Van  Beverning. pro- 
fessed to  believe,  that  their  friends  at  the  Hague 
were  imposed  upon  by  Van  Beuninghen  and  the 
Spanish  Ministers  at  London,  who  still  animated 
them  with  hopes  of  the  King's  entering  into  the 
war,  or  at  least  prescribing  a  plan  of  the  peace  to 
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be  .received  by  all  parties ;  which  Van  Beverning . 
beli&vcd  neither  one  nor  the  other  of,  and  pretend- 
ed to  be  morally  assured  of  his  opinion,  and  there* 
upon  gromided  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  peace. 

In  this  month,  the  Duke  of  Zell  began  to  make 
a  difficulty  of  sending  the  five  thousand  men  he  had 
promised  to  the  allies,  without  some  new  stipula- 
tions ;  and  the  French  oi&red  a  guaranty  to  the 
House  of  Lunenburg  of  all  their  conquests  on  the 
Swede  in  Bremen,  upon  a  neutrality  to  be  declared 
by  those  Dukes ;  which  began  to  give  great  um- 
brages to  the  allies,  as  well  as  the  Swedes,  of  some 
separate  measures  like  to  be  concluded  between 
France  and  the  whole  House  of  Brunswick,  The 
Dutch  Ambassadors  were  likewise  in  pain,  upon 
new  intelligence,  both  from  Vienna  and  Madrid^ 
about  a  separate  .peace  being  treated  between  Don 
John  and  the  French,  with  an  exchange  of  the 
Spanish  Netherlands  for  what  should  be  restored 
them  in  Roussillon  and  Sicily.  The  Ministers  of 
the  confederates  made  great  instances  in  England^ 
that  his  Majesty  would  recall  his  troops  that  were 
in  the  French  service,  attributing  most  of  their  suc- 
cesses in  Germany  to  the  bravery  of  those  English 
regiments.  But  his  Majesty  excused  it  upon  the 
equality  of  a  mediator,  since  there  were  English 
troops  of  greater  number  in  the  service  of  the 
allies :  who  took  this  answer  however  for  an  ill  sign 
of  that  prosecution  which  they  hoped  from  his  Ma- 
jesty.for  the  relief  of  their  languishing  affairs.  The 
hopes  of  those  great  actions  promised  by  the  I|n*. 
perialists  this  summer  on  the  Rhine  began  to  flat, 
their  troops  finding  no  subsistence^  in  those  coun- 
tries, which  had  been  wholly  desolated  by  the 
French  m  the  beginning  of  the  year,  to  prevent 
their  march.  The  Prince  of  Orange  observing  all 
these  circumstances,  and  foreseeing  no  resource 
for  the  interest  of  the  allies,  unless  from  his  Ma- 
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jesty;  and  that  it  was  likely  to  prove  an  unactive 
summer  in  Flanders,  the  French  resolving  not  to 
come  to  a  battle,  and  he  not  able  to  form  a  siege, 
and  oppose  ^  French  army  that  should  come  to 
relieve  it;  he  sent  Monsieur  Bentinck  over  into 
England  about  the  beginning  of  June,  to  desire  his 
Majesty's  leave  that  he  might  make  a  journey 
thither  so  soon  as  the  campaign  ended.  He  re- 
ceived a  civil  answer ;  but  with  wishes  from  the 
King,  that  he  would  first  think  of  making  the  peace, 
and  rather  defer  his  journey  till  that  were  con« 
eluded. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  my  son  came  over  to 
me  at  Nimeguen,  and  brought  me  letters  from  my 
Lord  Treasurer,  to  signify  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
that  I  should  come  over,  and  enter  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  office,  which  Mr.  Coventry  had  of- 
fered his  Majesty  to  lay  down  upon  the  pa3rment  of 
ten  thousand  pounds;  that  the  King  would  pay 
half  the  money,  and  I  must  lay  down  the  rest  at 
present ;  though  his  Lordship  did  not  doubt  but 
the  King  would  find  the  way  of  easing  me  in  time 
of  that  too.  I  writ  immediately  to  my  Lord  Trea- 
surer to  make  my  acknowlec^ement  to  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  but  at  the  same  time  my  excuses,  that  I  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  lay, down  such  a  sum,  my 
father  being  still  alive,  and  keepng  the  estate  of 
the  family ;  and  desiring  that  the  King's  intention 
might  at  least  be  respited  till  he  saw  how  the  pre- 
sent treaty  was  like  to  determine.  In  return  of 
my  letters,  on  the  second  of  July,  Mr.  Smith,  one 
of*^the  King's  messengers,  bein^  sent  express,  and 
making  great  diligence,  arrived  at  Nimeguen,  and 
brought  me  his  Majesty's  commands  to  Repair  im- 
mediately over  in  a  yacht  which  he  had  sent  on 
f>urpose  fpr  me :  in  obedience  to  this  command  I 
eft  Nimeguen,  but  without  any  ceremony,  pre- 
tending only  awdden  journey  to  England,  butjsay* 
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iDg  nothing  of  the  occasion,  further  than  to  my 
nearest  friends. 

At  my  arrival,  the  King  asked  me  many  ques- 
tions about  my  journey,  about  the  congress,  dra- 
ping us  for  spending  him  so  much  money,  anddoing 
nothing;  and  about  Sir  Lionel,  asking  me  how  1 
had  bred  him,  and  how  he  passed  among  the  Am- 
bassadors there ;  and  other  pleasantries  upon  that 
subject.     After  a  good  deal  of  this  kind  of  conver- 
sation, he  told  me,  I  knew  for  what  he  had  sent 
for  me  over,  and  that  it  was  what  he  had  long  in- 
tended; and  I  was  not  to  thank  him,  because  he 
did  not  know  any  body  else  to  bring  into  that  place. 
I  told  his  Majesty,  that  it  was  too  great  a  compli- 
ment  for  me,  but  was  a  very  ill  one  to  my  coun- 
try, and  which  I  thought  it  did  not  deserve :  that 
I  believed'there  were  a  great  many  in  it  fit  for  that, 
.or  any  other  place  he  had  to  give ;  and  I  could 
name  two  in  a  breath  that  I  would  undertake  should 
make  better  Secretaries  of  State  than  I.    The  King 
said,  *  Go,  get  you  gone  to  Sheen ;  we  shall  have 
no  good  of  you  till  you  have  been  there ;   and 
when  you  have  restea  yourself,  come  up  again.* 
J  never  saw  him  in  better  humour,  nor  ever  knew 
a  more  agreeable  conversation  when  he  was  so ; 
^nd  where  he  was  pleased  to  be  familiar,  great 
4juickness  of  conception,  great  pleasantness  of  wit, 
-with  great  variety  of  knowledge,  more  observation 
and  truer  judgment  of  men,  than  one  would  have 
imagined  by  so  careless  and  easy  a  manner  as  was 
natural  to  him  in  all  he  said  or  did.    From  his  own 
temper,  he  desired  nothing  but  to  be  easy  himseli^ 
and  that  every  body  else  should  be  so ;  and  would 
have  been  glad  to  see  the  least  of  his  subjects 
pleased,  and  to  refuse  no  man  what  he  asked.    But 
this  softness  of  temper  made  him  apt  to  fall  into 
.  the  persuasions  of  whoever  had  his  kindness  and 
conndence  for  the  time,  how  different  soever  from 
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the  o^ii^ions  he  wa6  of  before ;  and  he  wad  very 
easy  to  change  hands,  when  those  he  etePploved 
seemed  to  have  engaged  him  in  a^y  difficulties ; 
so  as  nothing  looked  steady  in  the  eondik^  of  hid 
affairs,  nor  aimed  at  any  certain  end.  Y^  «ur4 
Ao  Prince  has  more  quahties  to  make  him  loved^ 
with  a  great  many  to  ihake  him  eiMeeixied,  and  all 
without  a  grain  of  pride  or  vanity  in  his  whole  con* 
stitution :  nor  can  he  suffer  flattery  in  any  kind^ 
growing  uneasy  upon  the  first  approaches  df  it,  and 
turning  it  o^to  something  else.  But  this  burnout 
has  made  him  lose  many  great  occasions  of  glory 
to  himself,  and  greatness  to  his  CroWH,  which  tM 
conjunctures  of  his  reign  conspired  to  piit  into  hig 
hand;  and  have  made  way  for  the  aspiring  thoughts 
and  designs  of  a  neighbour  Prince,  which  would 
not  have  appeared,  or  could  not  have  succeeded  in 
the  world,  without  the  applicsitions  and  arts  em- 
ployed to  manage  this  easy  and  inglorious  humour 
of  the  King. 

I  staid  two  days  at  Sheen,  in  which  time  some<tf 
Secretary  Coventry's  friends  had  prevailed  withhNu 
not  to  part  with  his  place,  if  he  could  help  it,  unless 
the  King  would  let  him  recommefad  the  person  to 
succeed  him,  who  should  pay  all  the  money  he  ex- 
pected, and  which  the  King  had  charged  himseM" 
with.  When  I  came  to  town,  the  King  told  me  ill 
his  closet  all  that  had  passed  between  hiin  and 
Mr.  Coventry  the  day  before  upon  this  occasion-: 
'that  he  did  ndt  understand  whstt  he  mednt,  nor 
What  was  at  the  bottom  ;  for  he  had  first  Ispoken  to 
his  Majesty  about  parting  with  his  place,  said  hfe 
health  would  tiot  go  through  with  it,  made  the 

E'  rice  he  expected  for  it,  and  concluded  all  before 
e  had  sent  for  me  over  :  that  now  he  pretended 
hfe  did  not  mean  to  quit  it,  unless  he  might  present 
one  to  succeed  him ;  and  he  hoped  he  had  not  de- 
*6erved  his  Majesty  should  turn  itim  out.    But  ^ 
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ICing  said  upon  it,  that  uud^r  favour,  he  was  rOi- 
solved  to  take  him  at  his  word ;  and  so  lie  had  told 
})im,  and  left  him  to  digest  it  as  he  could.  Upop 
this  I  represented  to  the  King,  how  old  and  true'  a 
servant  Mr.  Coventry  had  been  of  his  father  and 
him;  how  well  he  had  served  him  in  this  place; 
how  well  he  was  able  to  do  it  still  by  the  gj'e^t 
credit  he  had  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  tjie 
King's  great  business  lay  in  the  ill  state  of  his  re- 
venue ;  how  ill  such  a  treatment  would  agree  with 
his  Majesty's  nature  and  customs :  and  for  my  own 
part,  that  it  would  be  a  great  favour  to  me  to  re- 
spite this  change,  till  he  saw  what  was  like  to  be- 
come of  the  treaty,  or  the  war ;  and  therefore  I 
begged  of  him  that  he  would  not  force  a  good  se^ 
cretary  out,  and  perhaps  an  ill  one  in,  against  both 
their  wills ;  but  let  Mr.  Coventry  keep  it,  at  least 
jiill  he  seemed  more  willing  to  part  with  it.  The 
King  said,  Well  then,  he  would  let  it  alone  for  the 
present,  but  did  not  doubt,  in  a  little  time,  one  or 
f)ther  of  us  would  change  our  mind. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  design  of  my  journey  was 
known,  my  Lord  Arlington  and  others  still  asking 
me  when  they  should  give  me  joy  of  it,  and  many 
making  applications  to  me  for  places  in  the  office, 
which  made  the  Court  uneasier  to  me,  and  increased 
my  known  humour  of  loving  the  country,  and  beinff 
us  much  in  it  as  I  could.  However,  when  I  came  to 
Court,  the  King  fell  often  into  conversation  with 
me,  and  often  in  his  closet  alone,  or  with  none 
oth^  present  besides  the  Duke  or  my  Lord  Trea- 
surer, and  often  both.  The  subject  of  these  con- 
ifersations  was  usually  the  peace,  and  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  journey  into  England.  The  King  always 
p][cpre3sed  a  great  desire  K>r  the  first,  but  not  at  all 
for  the  other  till  that  was  concluded.  He  said,  his 
Parliament  would  never  be  quiet  nor  easy  to  him 
while  the  war  lasted  abroad :  they  had  got  it  into 


442  Mtmoirsfrom  1872  to  1679. 

their  heads  to  draw  him  into  it,  whether  he  would 
or  no :  that  they  pretended  public  ends,  and  dan- 
gers from  France,  and  there  might  be  both  meant 
by  a  great  many  honest  men  among  them ;  but  the 
heats  and  distempers  of  late  had  been  raised  by  some 
factious  leaders,  who  thought  more  of  themselves 
than  of  any  thing  else,  had  a  mind  to  engage  him 
in  a  war,  and  then  leave  him  in  it,  unless  they  might 
have  their  terms  in  removing  and  filling  of  places; 
and  he  was  very  loth  to  be  so  much  at  uieir  mercy, 
as  he  should  be  if  he  were  once  engaged  in  the 
war :  that,  besides,  he  saw  the  longer  it  continued, 
the  worse  it  would  be  for  the  confederates ;  more 
of  Flanders  would  be  lost  every  day ;  the  conduct 
of  Spain  must  certainly  ruin  all  in  time ;  and  there- 
fore he  would  fain  have  the  Prince  make  the  peace 
for  them,  if  they  would  not  do  it  for  themselves : 
that,  if  he  and  the  Prince  could  faU  into  the  terms 
of  it,  he  was  sure  it  might  be  done.  And,  after  se- 
veral discourses  upon  this  subject  for  near  a  month, 
his  Majesty  at  last  told  me,  he  had  a  great  mind  I 
should  make  a  short  turn  to  the  Prince,  and  try  if 
I  could  persuade  him  to  it ;  and  assure  him,  that, 
after  it  was  agreed,  he  should  be  the  gladdest  in  the 
world  to  see  him  in  England.  The  Duke  and  my 
Lord  Treasurer  both  pressed  me  upon  the  same 
point ;  but  I  told  them,  at  a  long  conference  upon 
it,  how  often  1  had  been  employed  upon  this  errand 
to  the  Prince,  how  unmoveable  I  had  found  him, 
and  how  sure  I  was  to  find  him  so  still,  unless  the 
King  would  consider  of  another  scheme  for  the 
peace  than  had  been  yet  proposed  to  him,  and 
wherein  he  might  reckon  upon  more  safety  to  Flan- 
ders,  as  well  as  to  his  own  honour:  that  I  had  spent 
aH  my  shot,  and  was  capable  of  saying  no  more  to 
him  than  I  had  done,  in  obedience  to  all  the  in- 
structions I  had  received :  that  his  answers  had  been 
positives  so  that  some  of  my  good  friends  at  Court 
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pretended  tfaey  had  been  my  own  thoughts  rather 
than  the  Prince's:  that  his  Majesty  would  do  well 
to  try  another  hand,  and  he  would  the  better  know 
the  Prince's  mind,  if  his  answers  were  the  same  tp 
both;  if  not,  he  would  at  least'^know  how  ill  I  had 
served  him.  The  King  said,  it  was  a  thing  of  con- 
fidence  between  him  and  the  Prince,  and  must  be 
so  treated,  and  he  knew  no  body  he  had  besides  to 
send.  I  told  him,  if  he  pleased,  I  would  name  one : 
he  bid  me ;  and  I  said  Mr.  Hide  was  idle  ever  since 
his  return  from  Nimeguen,  had  been  entered  into 
the  commission  of  the  Mediators  there,  stayed  with 
us  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  might  pretend  to  re* 
turn  thither  to  exercise  the  same  function  in  my 
absence,  since  the  commission  ran  to  any  two  ot 
the  number,  and  might  take  the  Prince  of  Orange's 
camp  in  his  wajr  to  Nimeguen,  perform  the  King's 
commands  to  his  Highness,  inform  himself  of  his 
last  resolution  upon  the  subject  of  the  peace,  go 
on  to  Nimeguen  without  giving  any  jealousy  to  the 
allies,  or  without  the  noise  that  my  going  would 
make,  since  Sir  Lionel  had  writ  to  Court  and  to 
me,  that  Monsieur  Van  Beverning  had  desired  all 

Eaces  should  stop  there  till  my  return,  which  he 
eard  would  be  sudden,  and  that  the  King  would 
fiend  by  me  his  own  plan  of  the  peace.  The  Duke 
fell,  in  first  to  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Hide's  going ; 
and,  after  some  debate,  the  King  and  my  Lord 
Treasurer,  and  that  it  should  be  as  soon  as  possible. 
He  was  sent  for  accordingly,  and  dispatched  away 
in  all  points  as  I  had  proposed.  He  found  the  Prince 
at  the  camp,  but  unmoveable  in  the  business  of  the 
peace  upon  the  terms  his  Majesty  had  thoughts 
of  proceeding ;  gave  account  of  all  that  passed  in 
that  conference  to  the  King,  imd  went  straight 
away  to  Nimeguen,  and  writ  me  word  of  his  con- 
versation with  the  Prince,  and  that  he  never  saw 
such  a  firmness  in  any  man. 
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I  knew  Mr.  Hide's  going  to  reside  atNimegnen 
.  would  be  of  great  comrort  and  support  to  SirLionel, 
who  was  in  perpetual  agonies  (as  his  word  was) 
after  he  was  left  alone  in  that  station ;  having  ever 
so  much  distrust  of  his  own  judgment,  that,  though 
he  had  the  greatest  desire  that  could  be  to  do  well, 
yet  he  many  times  could  not  resolve  how  to  go 
about  it ;  and  was  often  as  much  perplexed  about 
the  little  punctilios  of  visit  and  ceremony  that 
were  left  to  busy  that  embassy,  as  if  greater  afiairs 
had  still  attended  it.-  Besides,  he  lay  under  the 
.  lash  of  Secretary  Williamson,  who,  upon  old  grudges 
between  them  at  Cologne,  never  failed  to  lay  hcdd 
of  any  occasion  he  could  to  censure  his  conduct, 
and  expose  it  at  the  foreign  committee,  where  his 
letters  were  read  to  his  Majesty.  It  ha^^ened 
about  this  time  that  the  Spanish  Amba^ador^  first 
appearing  in  public  upon  a  new  commission  to  all 
three,  gave  immediate  notice  of  it  to  the  Imperial^ 
ists,  who  made  their  visit  upon  it,  ^d  were  within 
two  hours  revisited  by  the  Spaniards.  After  which, 
they  sent  their  formal  notifications  to  all  the  othet 
Ambassadors,  and  to  the  mediators  in  the  first 
place.  Sir  Lionel  was  in  pain,  having  orders  ta 
pretend  the  first  rank  of  respect  before  the  Impe* 
rialists  as  well  as  other  Ambassadors  there ;  and 
not  to  yield  if  it  came  in  competition.  He  had 
likewise  another  order,  which  was,  that  \atpon  m%t* 
ters  in  ceremony,  doubtful,  and  not  admitting  the 
delay  of  new  orders,  he  should  consult  with  the 
other  Ambassadors,  especially  French  and  Swedish, 
who  used  to  carry  those  points  the  highest,  and  go- 
vern- himself  as  well  as  he  could  by  precedents  and 
examples.  He  consulted  both  these  Ambassadors, 
whether  he  should  visit  the  Spaniards,  after  dieir 
having  given  the  first  notice  to  the  Imperialists ; 
and  they  concluded,  that  he  should  first  know  of 
them  whether  it  was  done  in.  form,  as  to  Aad>assa« 
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dors  in  general ;  or  whirtibtr  it  was  upon  t^  ac* 
count  of  the  near  alliance  in  blood  b^ween  those 
two  Houses  of  Austria:  that,  if  it  were  the  firsts 
he  ought  not  to  visit  them,  as  having  put  a  disre** 
ffl>ect  upon  the  mediation,  and  distinguished  the: 
Emperor  from  all  the  other  crowned  beads^  who 
had  yielded  the  precedence  wholly  to  them }  which 
they  would  not  have  done  if  the  Emperor  bad  re- 
fused it.  But  if  the  Spaniards  affirmed  it  was  only 
upon  the  nearness  of  blood  between  them,  none  of 
the  other  Ambassadors  need  take  any  notice  of  it, 
since  the  same  had  been  done  between  those  two 
Crowns  at  Munster  upon  the  same  score ;  which 
being  there  declared,  it  gave  no  offence  to  the  me- 
diators, though  they  were  the  Pope's  Nuncios,  with 
whom  there  was  otherwise  no  competition.  Sir 
Xiionel  was  satisfied  by  the  Spaniards  (who  gave  it 
lliim  in  writing)  that  the  visits  were  made  only 
upon  the  score  of  kindred,  as  at  Munster ;  and 
ti^reupon  made  them  his  visit,  and  received  theirs: 
for  which  he  was  sharply  reproved  by  Secretary 
WilUamsoo's  letter  upon  it,  wlid  had  represented 
it  to  the  King  as  a  disobedience  to  a  positive  order, 
and  giving  up  the  point  to  the  Imperialists.  But, 
being  at  Court  soon  after  these  dispatches,  I  en- 
deavoured to  justify  my  colleague's  intentions  and 
bis  |H*oceedings,  by  shewing  that  he  had  conformed 
to  his  other  orders  of  consulting  the  other  Ambas- 
sadors, and  proceeding  according  to  the  best  pre- 
cedent, which  was  that  of  Munster ;  and  that,  ifJio 
had  broken  with  the  Spaniards  upon  this  point,  he 
would  have  provoked  the  Imperialists  to  declare 
their  resolution  of  not  yielding  to  the  Mediators, 
upon  which  the  other  Ambassadors  would  redall 
the  concession  which  they  had  already  made  in  this 
point,  and  so  hazard,  if  not  lose,  the  possession  his 
Majesty  was  in,  of  the  first  respect  given  to  his 
mediation.    I  had  the  good  fortune  to  satisfy  hia 
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Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  and  to  obtain  orders 
for  his  gracious  pardon  to  be  sent  to  Sir  Lionet 
(for  they  would  suffer  it  to  run  in  no  other  terms); 
for  which,  however,  the  poor  gentleman  made  as 
great  acknowledgments  as  if  his  fault  had  been 
much  greater  and  worse  meant. 

The  rest  of  this  summer  passed  without  any  fur- 
ther paces  made  in  the  congress  at  Nimeguen ; 
where  the  messages  carried  and  returned  about  the 
business  of  Lorrain,  served  to  keep  the  Mediators 
in  countenance,  and  no  more.  The  whole  body  of 
the  allies  pressed  for  an  answer  from  the  French 
to  that  Duke's  pretensions,  delivered  in  by  Presi* 
dent  Canon.  The  French,  after  their  former  ex- 
ception of  his  wanting  a  Minister  there,  raised  an- 
other to  stave  off  these  instances  of  the  allies,  and 
declared  they  could  give  no  answer  about  Lorrain, 
till  the  Bishop  of  S'trasburg's  agents  were  received 
by  the  allies  ;  upon  which  the  Emperor  made  an 
invincible  difficulty,  declaring  he  would  never  treat 
with  a  vassal  of  his  own :  and  in  these  conferences 
about  Lorrain,  th'e  French  Ambassadoi:^  began  to 
insinuate  to  the  Mediators,  that  their  Master  never 
intended  that  to  be  treated  as  a  principal,  but  only 
as  an  accessary  to  the  treaty. 

In  August  arrived  at  Nimeguen  the  Bishop  of 
Gurck,  chief  of  the  Imperial  embassy ;  and  Count 
Antoine,  of  that  from  Denmark :  the  first  was  im- 
mediately visited  by  the  Spanish  Ambassadors,  and 
returned  it ;  after  which  he  sent  his  notifications 
to  the  Mediators,  and  from  them  to  the  other  Am- 
bassadors ;  upon  which  no  difficulty  was  made  by 
them,  since  tne  Bishop  made  the  same  declaration 
the  Spaniards  had  done  before  upon  the  like  occa- 
sion, that  the  first  visits,  passing  between  the  Mi- 
nisters of  the  two  Houses  of  Austria,  were  visits 
of  kindness  and  consanguinity,  and  not  of  cere- 
mony*   But  Count  Antoine  fell  into  endless  diffi- 
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culties  upon  his  first  arrival.  He  intended  to  have 
sent  his  first  notification  to  the  Mediators,  as  others 
had  done ;  hut  the  Imperialists,  having  notice  of 
this  intention,  sent  him  direct  word,  they  expected 
the  first  respect  should  be  given  to  the  Emperor  ; 
and  this  was  the  first  time  they  owned  that  preten- 
sion, in  prejudice  of  the  honour  hitherto  done  to 
the  King's  mediation.  Count  Antoine  sent  Mon- 
sieur Heug,  his  colleague,  to  acquaint  the  Medi- 
ators with  this  incident,  and  desire  them  to  find 
out  some  expedient:  they  excused  themselves,  al- 
ledging  their  positive  orders  to  expect  the  first  no- 
tification :  the  Danes  were  as  unwilling  to  disoblige 
his  Majesty  as  the  Emperor ;  and  found  no  temper 
in  this  matter,  after  many  offered  both  by  French 
and  Dutch  Ambassadors ;  so  that  Count  Antoine 
resolved  to  leave  it  undecided,  and  to  give  no  no- 
tifications, or  receive  or  make  any  visits,  but  how- 
ever assisted  at  the  conferences  among  the  allies, 
and  made  a  part  of  all  the  evening  entertainments, 
at  play  and  in  conversation,  in  the  apartments  of 
the  severaLAmbassadrices ;  and  this  course  he  ob- 
served during  his  stay  at  Nimeguen,  which  was 
seven  or  eight  months :  for  the  rest,  a  person  very 
much  esteemed  for  his  generous  qualities,  and 
gentlemanly  humour  and  conversation,  and  yield- 
ing to  none  upon  the  place  in  the  greatness  and 
splendour  of  his  equipage ;  wherein  the  Marquis 
de  Balbaces  and  Count  Antoine  seemed  to  distin- 
guish themselves  from  all  the  rest 

About  the  end.  of  July,  the  Prince  of  Orange 
made  an  attempt  upon  Charleroy,  rather  than  a 
siege.  This  had  been  before  concerted  with  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  who  made  a  mien  of  entering 
into  Champagne,  on  purpose  to  draw  off* the  French 
forces  from  attending  the  Prince's  motions  and  de- 
sign upon  Charleroy.  The  Prince  had  hopes  to 
take  it  by  surprise  j  but  found  them  of  the  garrison 
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upon  their  guard,  and  very  strongs  a3  weU  as  ih/^ 
place,  which  had  been  fortified  with  all  the  forcf 
of  art  and  axpence  that  could  be  enjiployed  upon 
a  place  of  that  compass.     He  sat  down  before  i4^ 
find  would  have  besieged  it  in  form,  if  the  Dukf 
of  Lorrain  could  have  diverted  the  French  army 
from  relieving  it ;  but  Monsieur  de  Louvois,  wita 
great  diligence,  leaving  the  Marshal  de  Crequi  with 
force  enough  to  face  that  Duke,  assembled  a  very 
great  army  for  the  relief  of  Charleroy ;  upon^  ap* 
proacb  whereof,  the  Prince  called  a  council  of  war, 
to  resolve  whether  to  march  and  %ht  the  French 
army,  or  raise  the  siege.    The  last  was  resolved^ 
upon  debate  at  the  council,  and  accordingly  exe>- 
cuted,  and  therewith  ended  this  campaign  in  Flaor 
ders.     But  this  march  and  retreat  of  the  FriAc^ 
passed  not  without  many  reflections,  not  only 
among  the  allies,  but  in  Holland  too,  as  if  he  ha4 
given  over  the  design  upon  some  intelligences  an4 
expresses  between  him  and  the  King  about  this 
time.     Monsieur  Bentinck  had  gone  over  and  re« 
turned  without  any  body's  knowing  his  business : 
iny  Lord  Ossory  happened  to  arrive  in  the  camp 
the  day  before  the  council  of  war  upon  which  the 
piege  was  raised  ;  which  made  many  think  some- 
thing his  Lordship  brought  from  England  was  the 
occasion  of  it.     But  I  could  never  nnd  there  was 
any  thing  more  in  his  journey  than  the  hopes  of 
seeing  a  battle  (which  was  ever  a  particular  inclir 
pation  of  my  Lord  Ossory),  and  a  cast  of  my  Lord 
Arlington  to  preserve  himself  in  the  Prince's  fa- 
vour and  confidence  as  much  as  he  could,  by  my 
Lord  Ossory 's  keeping  close  to  him  at  a  time  whei) 
he  saw  the  business  of  Christendom  roll  sp  much 
upon  the  person  of  the  Prince. 
.    About  this  time  the   assembly  at  Nimeguev 
seemed  in  danger  of  being  broken  by  a  passionate 
motion  the  Swedes  made  in  it.    There  had  been 
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fi  long  contest  since  it  first  began,  between  the 
Swedes  and  Danes,  about  freedom  of  passage  for 
the  Swedish  couriers  through  the  Danish  tern* 
tories,  for  managing  the  correspondencies  neces^ 
ftary  with  their  Court.  The  Danes  pretended  the 
fexample  of  France,  who  refused  the  same  liberty 
to  the  Spaniards.  This  dispute  had  been  managed 
by  many  messages,  wherewith  the  mediators  had 
beeti  charged  between  the  parties,  wherein  the 
iillies  of  both  sides  took  equal  part.  Sometime* 
the  matter  had  been  treated  with  very  pressing  in- 
stances, and  sometimes  with  fainter;  sometimes 
klmost  let  fall,  and  then  again  resumed ;  and  thuiji 
for  above  a  year  past :  but  about  this  time  the 
Swedes  come  to  the  Mediators,  desire  their  offices 
once  more  to  the  Danes  upon  this  subject,  and  de* 
clare,  that,  without  this  liberty  insisted  upon  so 
long  for  their  couriers,  they  find  themselves  in- 
capable of  giving  advices  necessary  to  their  Court, 
or  receiving  orders  necessary  from  it ;  and  that, 
without  it,  they  must  be  forced  to  leave  the  assenw 
bly.  This  resolution  of  the  Swedes  continued  for 
Borne  time  so  peremptory,  that  it  was  expected  to 
Come  to  that  issue ;  but  after  some  Jbugue  spent 
for  aibout  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  upon  this  oc- 
casion, and  some  temperament  found  out  by  the 
Dutch  for  the  secure  and  speedy  passage  of  all  the 
Swedish  dispatches  by  Amsterdam,  those  Ambas- 
sadors began  to  grow  soft  and  calm  again;  and  to 
go  on  their  usual  pace.  Soon  after,  the  French 
Ambassadors,  who  had  treated  the  Swedish  afiairs 
and  Ministers  with  great  indifferency  and  neglect 
in  this  treaty  (declaring  to  Monsieur  Van  Bevern- 
ing,  their  Master  would  not  part  with  one  town 
in  Flanders  to  restore  the  Swedes  to  all  they  had 
lost),  -began  wholly  to  change  their  language,  and 
Tsay  upon  all  occasions,  that  France  could  not  mak^ 
-a  peace  without  the  full  satisfaction  and  restitution 
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of  the  Swedes ;  and  it  was  discoursed,  that  the 
French  and  Swedes  had  entered  into  a  new  alli- 
ance at  Paris  to  this  purpose :  and  some  believed 
it  was  by  concert  between  them  that  this  attemte 
was  given  by  the  Swedes  to  the  congress ;  that  the 
French  had  at^that  time  a  mind  to  break  it,  and  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  with  Spain  under  the  Pope's 
direction,  and  at  Rome,  not  knowing  to  what  mea- 
sures his  Majesty  might  be  induced  upon  the  pro- 
gress of  the  French  conquests,  and  the  distempers 
raised  in  his  Parliament  upon  that  occasion.  But, 
this  gust  blown  over,  all  was  becalmed  at  Nime- 
guen  ;  so  that  Monsieur  Olivecrans  left  that  place 
about  the  end  of  August,  upon  a  journey  to  Sweden. 
Till  this  time  the  motions  of  business  had  been 
respited  in  the  assembly  upon  a  general  expecta- 
tion that  the  King  was  sending  me  over  suddenly 
with  the  plan  of  a  peace  that  he  resolved  should  be 
made,  and  to  which  it  was  not  doubted  but  all  par- 
ties would  yield,  whatever  it  was ;  so  great  a  re- 
gard was  held,  on  all  sides,  of  his  Majesty's  will 
and  power.  But  a  greater  stop  was  yet  given  to 
all  further  paces  there  by  the  Prince  of  Orange's 
journey  into  England,  about  the  end  of  September 
1677,which  wholly  changed  the  scene  of  this  treaty, 
and  for  the  present  carried  it  over  to  London,  and 
left  all  other  places  at  a  gaze  only,  and  in  expec- 
tation of  what  should  be  there  agitated  and  con- 
cluded. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

Th£  Prince,  like  a  hasty  lover,  came  post  from 
Harwich  to  Newmarket,  where  the  Court  then 
was,  as  a  season  and  place  of  country  sports.  My 
Lord  Arlington  attended  his  Highness  at  his  alight- 
ing, making  his  pretence  of  the  chief  confidence 
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^itfa  him ;  and  the  Court  expected  it  upon  his  aU 
Uance  and  journeys  into  Holland.    My  Lord  Trea- 
surer  and  I  went  together  to  wait  on  him,  but  met 
him  upon  the  middle  of  the  stairs,  in  a  great  crowds 
coming  down  to  the  King.     He  whispered  to  us 
both  together,  and  said  to  me,  that  he  must  de« 
sire  me  to  answer  for  him  and  my  Lord  Treasurer 
one  to  another,  so  as  they  might  from  that  time 
enter  both  into  business  and  conversation,  as  if 
they  had  been  of  a  longer  acquaintance ;  which 
was  a  wise  strain,  considering  his  Lordship's  credit 
in  Court  at  that  time,  and  was  of  great  use  to  the 
Prince  in  the  course  of  his  affairs  then  in  England; 
and  though  it  much  shocked  my  Lord  ArlingtoD 
and  his  friends,  yet  it  could  not  be  wondered  at  by 
such  as  knew  what  had  passed  of  late  between  the 
Prince  and  him,  with  wnom  he  only  lived  in  com* 
mon  forms  during  his  stay.     He  was  very  kindly 
received  by  the  King  and  the  Duke,  who  both  in* 
vited  him  often  into  discourses  of  business,  which 
they  wondered  to  see  him  avoid  or  divert  industri- 
ously, so  as  the  King  bid  me  find  out  the  reason  of 
it.    The  Prince  told  me,  he  was  resolved  to  see 
^he  young'Princess  before  he  entered  into  affairs  j 
and  to  proceed  in  that,  before  the  other  of  the 
peace.    The  King  laughed  at  this  piece  of  nicety 
when  I  told  it  him ;  but  however,  to  humour  him 
in  it,  said  he  would  go  some  days  sooner  than  he 
had  intended  from  Newmarket  j  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done. 

The  Prince,  upon  his  arrival  in  town,  and  sight 
of  the  Princess,  was  so  pleased  with  her  person,  and 
all  those  signs  of  such  a  humour  as  had  been  de- 
scribed to  him  upon  former  inquiries,  that  he  im- 
mediately made  his  suit  to  the  King  and  the  Duke ; 
which  was  very  well  received  and  assented  to,  but 
with  thifi -condition,  that  the  terms  of  a  peace 
^bi^oad  might  be  first  agreed  on  between  them« 


The  Prihce  exoHSl^d  hims^tf,  and  said  he  must  end 
his  first  business  before  he  be^n  the  other.     The 
Kmgand  Itakfe  werfebdth  positive  in  their  opinion/ 
and  the  Prince  resolute  in  \m ;  and  said  at  last, 
that  his  allies^  ^o  were  like  to  have  hard  terms 
of  the  peace  as  things  then  stood,  would  be  apt  to 
believe  that  be  had  made  this  match  at  their  cost, 
and,  for  his  part,  he  would  never  s&U  his  honour 
for  a  wife.    This  prevailed  not,  but  the  King  con- 
tinued so  positive  for  three  or  four  days,  that  my 
Lord  Treasurer  and  I  began  to  doubt  the  whote 
business  would  break  upon  this  punctilio*     About 
that  time  I  chanced  to  go  to  the  Prince  after  sup- 
per, and  found  him  in  the  worst  htmiour  that  I 
ever  saw  him :  he  told  me,be  Tepented  be  had  ev&t 
come  into  Etigland,  and  resolved  he  would  stay 
but  two  days  longer,  and  then  be  gone,  if ithe  King 
continued  in  his  mind  of  treating  t^on  the  peace 
before  he  was  married ;  but  that,  befor.e  be  went^ 
the  King  must  chuse  how  they  should  live  here^ 
after,  for  he  was  sure  it  must  be  either  like  the 
greatest  friends- or  the  greatest  enemies ;  and  de^- 
sired  me  to  let  his  Majesty  know  so  next  morning, 
and  givie  him  an  {tccount  of  wliat  he  should  «ay 
upon  it.     I  did  so,  early  in  the  morning ;  t<dd  th« 
King  all  the  Prince  had  said  to  me  the  night  be- 
fore, and  the  ill  consequences  of  a  breach  beftween 
them,  considering  the  ill  humour  of  so  many  of  his 
subjects  upon  oiir  late  measures  with  France,  and 
the.  invitations  made  the  Prince  by  several  of  them 
during  the  late  war.     The  King  heard  me  with 
great  attention ;  and,   when  I  had  done,  said^ 
*  Well,  I  never  yet  was  deceived  in  judging  of  a 
man's  honesty  by  his  looks  (of  which  he  gave  me 
some  examples),  and  if  I  am  npt  deceived  in  the 
Mnce's  face,  he  is  the  honestest  man  in  the  world, 
and  I  will  trust  him,  and  he  shall  have  his  wife, 
and  you  shall  go  immediately  and  tell  my  brother 
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BO,  alid  that  it  is  a  thing  I  am  resolved  on/     I  did 
so,  and  the  Duke  at  first  seemed  a  little  surprised ; 
but  when  I  had  done,  he  said,  *  The  King  shall 
be  obeyed,  and  I  would  be  glad  all  his  subjects 
would  learn  of  me  to  obey  him :  I  do  tell  him  my 
opinion  very  freely  upon  any  thing;  but  when 
that  is  done,  and  I  know  his  pleasure  upon  it,  I 
obey  him/     From  the  Duke  I  went  to  the  Prince, 
and  told  him  my  story,  which  he  could  at  first 
hardly  believe,  but  embraced  me,  and  said  I  had 
made  him  a  very  happy  man,  and  very  unexpect- 
edly :  and  so  I  left  him  to  give  the  King  an  account 
of  what  had  passed,  and  in  the  Prince's  anti-cham- 
ber met  my  Lord  Treasurer,  and  told  him  the  story, 
•who  undertook  to  adjust  all  the  rest  between  the 
King  and  the  Prince ;  which  he  did  so  well,  that 
the  match  was  declared  that  evening  at  the  cojnci- 
mittee,  before  any  other  in  Court  knew  any  thing 
of  it ;  and  next  day  it  was  declared  in  council,  and 
received  there  and  every  where  else  in  the  king- 
dom,  with  the  most  universal  joy  that  ever  I  saw 
any  thing  in  the  King's  reign.     The  French  Am- 
bassador  and  my  Lord  Arlington  appeared  the  only 
two  persons  unsatisfied  upon  it  at  Court ;  the  first 
not  knowing  how  he  should  answer  it  to  his  Master, 
that  an  affair  of  that  importance  should  pass  with- 
out his  communication,  much  less  advice,  in  a 
Court  where  nothing  before  had  done  so  for  many 
years ;  and  my  Lord  Arlington,  that  it  should  pass 
without  his  knowledge,  who  still  endeavoured  to 
keep  up  the  Court-opinion  of  his  confidence  with 
the  Prince ;  who  told  me  the  compliment  hig  Lord- 
ship had  made  him  upon  it,  that  some  things  good 
in  themselves  were  spoiled  by  the  manner  of  doing 
them,  as  some  things  bad  were  mended  by  it ;  but 
^  he  would  confess  this  was  a  thing  so  good  in  itself, 
that  the  manner  of  doing  it  could  not  spoil  it. 
Within  two  or  three  days  the  marriage  was  con- 
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Bummated,  and  immediately  after,  they  fell  into  the 
debates  upon  the  terms  of  the  peace ;  to  which,  as 
to  that  of  the  match,  none  but  my  Lord  Treasurer 
and  I  were  admitted.     The  Prince  insisted  hard 
upon  the  strength  and  enlargement  of  a  frontier  on 
both  sides  of  Flanders ;  without  which,  France,  he 
said,  would  end  this  war  with  the  view  of  begin- 
ning another,  and  carrying  Flanders  in  one  cam- 
paign.   The  King  was  content  to  leave  that  busi- 
ness a  little  looser;  upon  the  confidence  that  France 
was  so  weary  of  this  war,  that,  if  they  could  get  out 
of  it  with  honour,  they  would  never  begin  another 
in  this  reign ;  that  the  King  grew  past  his  youth, 
and  lazy,  and  would  turn  to  the  pleasures  of  the 
Court,  and  building,  and  leave  his  neighbours  in 
quiet.  The  Prince  thought  France  would  not  make 
a  peace  now,  but  to  break  the  present  confederacy, 
and  to  begin  another  war  with  more  advantage  aiul 
surprise ;  that  their  ambition  would  never  end  till 
thev  had  iall  Flanders  and  Germany  to  the  Rhine, 
and  thereby  Holland  in  an  absolute  dependence 
upon  them ;  which  would  leave  them  in  an  ill  con- 
dition, and  us  in  no  good  one ;  and  that  Christen- 
dom could  not  be  left  safe  by  the  peace,  without 
such  a  frontier  as  he  proposed  for  Flanders,  and  the 
restitution  of  Lorrain,  as  well  as  what  the  Empe- 
ror had  lost  in  Alsace.    Upon  this  I  told  the  King, 
that,  in  the  course  of  my  fife,  I  had  never  observ- 
ed men's  natures  to  alter  by  age  or  fortunes ;  but 
that  a  good  boy  made  a  good  man ;  and  a  young 
coxcomb,  an  old  fool ;  and  a  young  fripon,  an  old 
knave ;  and  that  quiet  spirits  were  so,  young  as 
well  as  old,  and  unquiet  ones  would  be  so,  old  as 
well  as  young :  that  I  believed  the  King  of  France 
would  always  have  some  bent  or  other,  sometimes 
war,  sometimes  love,  sometimes  building ;  but  that 
I  was  of  the  Prince's  opinion,  that  he  would  make 
peace  with  a  design  of  a  new  war,  after  he  had  fix« 
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ed  his  conquest  by  the  last :  and  the  King  approved 
what  I  said.  The  points  of  Lorrain  and  Alsace 
were  easily  agreed  to  by  the  King  and  Duke ;  but 
they  would  not  hear  or  the  county  of  Burgundy, 
as  what  France  could  never  be  brought  to,  though 
the  Prince  insisted  much  upon  it ;  so  as  the  King 
imagined  he  was  touched  by  the  interest  of  his  own 
lands  in  that  country  (which  are  greater  and  more 
seigneurial  than  those  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  there), 
and  thereupon  told  him,  that  for  his  lands  he  would 
charge  himself  with  either  his  enjoying  them  as 
safely  under  France,  as  Spain  ;  or,  if  he  should  ra- 
ther choose  to  part  with  them,  than  have  that  de- 
pendence, he  would  undertake  to  get  him  what 
price  he  should  himself  value  them  at.  But  the 
Prince  answered  briskly  and  generously,  that  he 
should  not  trouble  himself  nor  the  peace  about  that 
matter ;  and  that  he  would  be  content  to  lose  all 
his  lands  there,  to  get  one  good  town  more  for  the 
Spaniards,  upon  the  frontier  of  Flanders.  So  all 
difficulties  began  to  terminate  upon  what  was  es- 
teemed necessary  there.  This  admitted  great  de- 
bates  between  the  King  and  Prince ;  one  pretend- 
ing France  would  never  be  brought  to  one  scheme, 
and  the  other,  that  Spain  would  never  consent  to 
the  other.  But  at  last  it  was  agreed,  that  the  peace 
should  be  made  upon  these  terms :  AH  to  be  restor- 
ed by  France  to  the  Empire  and  Emperor  that  had 
been  taken  in  the  war ;  the  duchy  of  Lorrain  to 
that  Duke  ;  and  all  on  both  sides  between  France 
and  Holland ;  and  to  Spain  the  towns  of  Aeth, 
Charleroy,  Oudenarde,  Courtray,  Tournay,  Cond6, 
Valenciennes,  St.  Ghislain,  ana  Binch.  That  the 
Prince  should  endeavour  to  procure  the  consent  of 
Spain,  and  his  Majesty  that  of  France ;  for  which 
purpose  he  should  send  some  person  immediately 
over  with  the  proposition,  who  should  be  instruct- 
ed to  enter  into  no  reasonings  upon  it,  but  demand 

2f  2 
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a  positive  andwer  in  two  days,  and  after  that  term 
immediately  return.  The  question  was,  Who  should 

fo  ?  and  my  Lord  Treasurer  said,  It  must  be  he  or 
,  for  none  else  had  been  acquainted  with  the  de- 
bate of  this  business.  The  Prince  said.  It  must  be 
I,  for  my  Lord  Treasurer  could  not  be  spared ;  and 
it  must  be  some  person  upon  whose  judgment  and 
truth  he  could  rely,  as  to  the  intentions  of  that 
Court.  The  King  ordered  me  to  be  ready  in  two 
days,  which  I  was ;  and  the  evening  before  I  was  to 
go,  meeting  his^Majesty  in  the  park,  he  called  me 
to  him,  and  a  little  out  of  countenance,  told  me,  he 
had  been  thinking  of  my  journey  and  my  errand, 
and  how  unwelcome  I  should  be  in  France  as  well 
as  my  message ;  and,  having  a  mind  to  gain  the 
peace,  he  was  unwilling  to  anger  them  more  than 
needs.  Besides,  the  thing  being  not  to  be  reason- 
ed or  debated,  any  body  else  would  serve  the  turn 
as  well  as  I,  whom  he  had  other  use  of;  and  there- 
fore he  had  been  thinking  to  send  some  other  per- 
son. I  saw  he  doubted  I  would  take  it  ill ;  but 
told  him,  and  very  truly,  he  would  do  me  the  great- 
est pleasure  in  the  world ;  for  I  never  had  less  mind 
to  any  journey  in  my  life,  and  should  not  have  ac- 
cepted it,  but  in  perfect  obedience.  The  King, 
that  was  the  gentlest  Prince  in  the  world  of  his  own 
nature,  fell  into  good  humour  upon  seeing  I  took  it 
not  ill,  pretended  to  think  whom  he  should  send, 
and  at  last  asked  me  what  I  thought  of  my  Lord 
Duras  ?  I  said,  Very  well  j  upon  which  he  seemed 
to  resolve  it.  But  the  thing  had  been  agreed  in  the 
morning,  as  I  was  told,  upon  the  Duke's  desire, 
who  thought  France  would  accept  the  terms,  and 
that  the  peace  would  be  made,  and  had  a  mind  to 
have  the  honoiu*  of  it,  by  sending  a  servant  erf  his 
own.  Whether  there  were  any  other  motive,  I  know 
not  J  but  my  Lord  Duras  went  immediately  with 
the  orders  before-mentioned  j  and,  some  few  daya 
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after,  the  Prince  and  Princess  embarked  for  Hol- 
land ;  where  affairs  pressed  his  return  beyond  the 
hopes  of  my  Lord  Duras's  from  France ;  the  King 
assuring  hirti,  he  would  never  part  from  the  least 
point  of  the  scheme  sent  over,  and  would  enter  in- 
to the  war  against  France,  if  they  refused  it.  How- 
ever, he  went  not  away  without  a  great  mortifi- 
cation, to  see  the  Parliament  prorogued  to  next 
spring ;  which  the  French  Ambassador  had  gained 
of  the  King,  to  make  up  some  good  mien  with 
France  after  the  Prince's  marriage,  and  before  the 
dispatch  of  the  terms  of  a  peace  to  that  Court. 

Upon  my  Lord  Duras's  arrival  at  Paris,  the  Court 
there  were  surprised,  both  at  the  thing,  and  more 
at  the  manner ;  but  made  good  mien  upon  it,  took 
it  gently,  said,  the  King  knew  very  well  he  might 
always  be  master  of  the  peace ;  but  some  of  the  towns 
in  Flanders  seemed  very  hard,  especially  Tournay, 
upon  whose  fortifications  such  vast  treasures  had 
been  expended ;  and  that  they  would  take  some 
short  time  to  consider  of  the  answer.  My  Lord 
Duras  told  them,  he  was  tied  to  two  days  stay ;  but 
when  that  was  out,  he  was  prevailed  with  to  stay 
some  few  days  longer,  and  to  come  away  without 
a  positive  answer :  what  he  brought  was,  what  they 
had  said  to  him  before,  that  the  most  Christian  King 
hoped  his  brother  would  not  break  with  him  upon 
one  or  two  towns ;  but,  even  upon  them  too,  he 
would  send  orders  to  his  Ambassador  at  London  to 
treat  with  his  Majesty  himself.  By  this  gain  of 
time,  and  artificial  drawing  it  into  treaty  without 
any  positive  refusal,  this  blow  came  to  be  eluded, 
which  could  not  easily  have  been  so  any  other  way. 
The  King  was  softened  by  the  softness  of  France: 
the  Ambassador  said  at  last,  he  had  leave  to  yield 
all  but  Tournay,  and  to  treat  even  for  some  equi- 
valent for  that  too,  if  the  King  insisted  absolutely 
upon  it.     The  Prince  was  gone,  who  had  spirited 
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the  vigour  of  the  whole  resolution ;  and  the  treaty 
of  it  began  to  draw  out  into  messages  and  returns 
from  France, 

However,  the  ill  humour  of  people  growing  high- 
er, upon  the  noise  of  a  peace,  and  negotiated  in 
France,  and  the  late  prorogation  of  Parliament, 
this  was  by  proclamation  anticipated  soon  after  nay 
Lord  Duras's  return,  though  a  thing  something  un- 
usual, and  a  countenance  made  as  if  the  King  re- 
solved to  enter  into  the  war :  for  which  the  Parlia- 
ment seemed  impatient,  whenever  the  King  seem- 
ed averse  to  it ;  but  grew  jealous  of  some  tricks, 
whenever  the  Court  seemed  inclined  to  it.    About 
the  end  of  December  1677,  the  King  sent  for  me 
to  the  foreign  committee,  and  told  me,  he  could 
get  no  positive  answer  from  France,  and  therefore 
resolved  to  send  me  into  Holland,  to  make  a  league 
there  with  the  States,  for  forcing  both  France  and 
Spain,  if  either  refused,  to  make  the  peace  upon 
the  terms  he  had  proposed.    I  told  the  King,  what 
he  had  agreed  was  to  enter  into  the  war  with  all 
the  confederates,  in  case  of  no  direct  and  imme- 
diate answer  from  France :  that  this,  perhaps,  would 
satisfy  both  the  Prince  and  confederates  abroad,  and 
the  people  at  home :  but  to  make  such  a  league  with 
Holland  only  would  satisfy  none  of  them,  and  dis- 
oblige both  France  and  Spain ;  besides,  it  would 
not  have  an  effect  or  force  as  the  triple  alliance 
had;  that  being  a  great  original,  of  which  this  seemed 
but  an  ill  copy ;  and  therefore  excused  myself  from 
going.     The  King  was  set  upon  it,  though  I  pre- 
tended domestic  affairs  of  great  importance  upon 
the  death  of  my  father:  and  pleaded  so  hard,  that 
the  Duke  at  last  desired  the  King  not  to  press  me 
upon  a.  thing  I  was  so  averse  from,  and  would  be 
so  inconvenient  to  me ;  and  desired  I  might  pro* 
pose  who  sho^lld  be  sent  with  the  treaty.     I  made 
my  acknowledgments  to  the  Duke  for  his  favour, 
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and  proposed  that  Mr,  Thynn  should  be  sent  from 
the  office  with  a  draught  of  the  treaty  to  Mr.  Hide, 
who  was  then  come  from  Nimeguen  to  the  Hague, 
upon  a  visit  to  the  Princess.  This  was  done,  and 
the  treaty  signed  there  on  the  sixteenth  of  Janu- 
ary, though  not  without  great  difficulties  and  dis- 
satisfaction of  the  Prince ;  who  was  yet  covered  in 
it  by  the  private  consent  of  the  Spanish  Minister 
there,  in  behalf  of  his  Master ;  so  as  the  war  could 
not  break  but  upon  France,  in  case  of  their  refusal. 
,  In  the  mean  time,  France  draws  out  the  treaty 
upon  the  terms  at  London  ;nto  length,  never  rais* 
ing  more  than  one  difficulty  at  a  time,  and  expos- 
tulating the  unkindness  of  breaking  for  the  single 
town  of  Tournay,  though  that  was  indeed  more  im- 
portant than  any  three  of  the  others,  being  the  only 
strong  one  to  guard  that  side  of  the  frontier,  and 
giving  way  for  any  sudden  invasion  upon  Ghent, 
and  Antwerp,  and  the  very  heart  of  the  country. 
But  while  this  game  was  playing  in  England,  they 
had  another  on  foot  in  Holland,  especially  at  Am- 
sterdam, by  raising  jealousies  of  the  measures  ta- 
ken between  the  King  and  Prince  upon  the  mar- 
riage, as  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  Holland;  and 
making  it  there  believed,  that,  by  the  match,  the 
King  and  Duke  had  drawn  over  the  Prince  wholly 
into  their  interests  or  sentiments:  whereas  the 
Prince  went  away  possessed  to  have  by  it  drawn 
them  indeed  into  his.  They  proposed  to  the  Dutch 
other  terms  of  peace,  far  short  of  the  King's,  and 
less  safe  for  Flanders,  restoring  only  six  towns  to 
the  Spaniards,  and  mentioning  Lorrain  but  ambi- 
guously ;  which  would  not  have  gone  down  in  Hol- 
land, but  for  the  suspicions  raised  by  the  Prince's 
marriage  among  the  people  there,  who  had  an  in- 
curable jealousy  of  our  Court,  and  thereupon  not 
that  confidence  of  the  Prince  that  he  deserved. 
There  were  two  ruling  burgomasters  at  Ainster- 
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dam  at  this  time,  who  had  the  whole  sway  of  that 
town,  (as  this  has  a  great  one  in  Holland,)  Hoeft 
and  Valkenier ;  the  first,  a  generous,  honest  man ; 
of  great  patrimonial  riches,  learning,  wit,  humour, 
without  ambition,  having  always  refused  all  employ- 
ments the  State  had  offered  him,  and  serving  only 
in  that  of  burgomaster  of  his  town  in  his  turn,  and 
as  little  busy  in  it  as  he  could ;  a  true  genius,  and 
that  said  two  things  to  me  in  conversation  I  had 
not  heard  before :  one.  That  a  man,  who  were  to 
die  to-morrow  in  torment,  would  yet  enjoy  to-day, 
if  he  were  sain  [sound];  and  that  it  was  some  dis- 
ease or  decay  of  spirits  that  hindered  it :  the  other. 
That  a  man  was  a  coyon  [a  sorry  wight]  who  de- 
sired to  live  after  threescore ;  and  that  for  his  part, 
after  that  age,  which  he  was  then  approaching,  he 
should  be  glad  of  the  first  good  occasion  to  die : 
and  this  he  made  good,  dying  with  neglect  upon  a 
fit  of  the  gout^  talking  with  his  friends  till  he  was 
just  spent,  then  sending  them  away  that  he  might 
not  die  in  their  sight ;  and,  when  he  found  himself 
come  a  little  again,  sending  for  them  up,  and  tell- 
ing them,  quHl  y  avoit  encore  pour  une  demy  heure 
de  conversation  [that  he  had  life  still  for  one  half 
hour's  conversation].  This  was  the  character  of 
Monsieur  Hoeft,  who  was  a  great  intimate  of  mine, 
though  he  passed  for  a  humorous  man;  and  told 
me  I  was  the  only  Ambassador  he  had  ever  visited 
in  his  life.  He  had  all  the  credit  that  could  be  in 
his  town,  without  seeking,  or  minding,  or  using  it ; 
whereas  Valkenier  sought  and  courted  it  all  that 
could  be,  without  having  half  the  other's,  being  a 
morose  and  formal  man,  but  of  great  industry, 
much  thought,  and,  as  was  believed,  avarice,  and 
making  the  turns  easily  that  were  necessary  in  the 
government  to  carry  his  ends.  These  two  had  long 
been  enemies,  and  thought  irreconcileable,  till  the 
French  instruments  at  this  time,  with  great  art  and 
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industry,  made  up  the  quarrel,  and  joined  them 
both  in  the  design  of  making  the  peace  upon  the 
terms  offered  by  France. 

The  Parliament  meets  in  January  by  anticipa-* 
tion  of  the  session,  which  seemed  to  import  some- 
thing of  great  consequence.  The  King  acquaints 
them  with  the  league  he  had  made  in  Holland,  and 
asks  them  money  upon  it  for  putting  himself  in  a 
posture  to  carry  on  the  war  if  the  peace  failed  j 
which  the  Parliament  gave  him,  upon  the  hopes  of 
the  war,  and  not  of  the  peace.  The  constitution 
of  this  Parliament,  that  had  sat  seventeen  years, 
was  grown  into  two  known  factions,  which  were 
called,  that  of  Court  and  Country :  the  Court-party 
were  grown  numerous,  by  a  practice  introduced  by 
my  Lord  Clifford,  of  downright  buying  off  one  man 
after  another,  as  they  could  make  the  bargain.  The 
Country-party  was  something  greater  yet  in  num- 
ber, and  kept  in  more  credit  upon  the  corruption 
of  others,  and  their  own  pretence  of  steadiness  to 
the  true  interest  of  the  nation,  especially  in  th4j)oints 
of  France  and  popery.  Where  these  came  in  ques- 
tion, many  of  the  Court-party  voted  with  those  of 
the  Country,  who  then  carried  all  before  them ;  but 
whenever  the  Court  seemed  to  fall  in  with  the  true 
interests  of  the  nation,  especially  in  those  two  points, 
then  many  of  the  Country-party,  meaning  fairly,  fell 
in  with  the  Court,  and  carried  the  votes ;  as  they 
now  did,  upon  the  King's  pretence  to  grow  bold 
with  France,  and  to  resplve  upon  the  war  if  the 
peace  were  refused. 

In  October,  Friburg  had  been  taken  by  a  feint 
of  the  Duke  of  Crequi,  before  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
could  come  to  relieve  it ;  and  in  the  same  month 
Stetin  had  been  taken  by  the  Elector  of  Branden- 
burg, after  a  vigorous  resistance;  which  left  the 
scales  as  even  as  they  were  before  between  the  two 
leagues* 
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In  January,  upon  the  delays  of  France  to  agree 
to  the  King's  conditions  of  a  peace,  his  Majesty  en- 
tered into  a  negotiation  with  the  Ministers  of  the 
confederates  at  London,  in  case  France  went  on  to 
refuse  them.  But  the  hopes  of  a  peace  were  on  a 
sudden  dashed  by  the  French  attempts  upon  Ypres, 
and  threats  of  Ostend,  whither  the  King  immedi- 
ately sends  forces  over,  at  the  desire  of  the  Spa- 
nish Ambassador,  for  security  of  that  important 
place.  Nor  did  the  French  Ambassador  seem  to 
resent  at  all  this  pace  of  his  Majesty,  but  continued 
his  court  and  treaty  with  all  the  fairness  that  could 
be. 

Towards  the  end  of  February,  the  King  of  France 
marching  in  the  head  of  his  army,  and  carrying  the 
Queen  and  ladies  to  Metz,  seemed  to  threaten 
Luxembourg,  or  Namur,  or  Mons;  but,  having 
drawn  the  Spanish  forces  that  way,  on  a  sudden 
crosses  the  country,  sits  down  before  Ghent,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  month  takes  both  that  town  and 
Ypres,  and  thereby  gives  a  mighty  alarm  to  Hoi- 
land,  and  strengthens  the  credit  and  endeavours  of 
those  he  had  already  disposed  to  his  terms  of  apeace, 
as  grown  now  absolutely  necessary ;  while  England 
seemed  resolved  to  go  into  the  war,  or  at  least  fur- 
nished the  confederates  with  many  such  hopes. 
About  the  1st  of  April,  France  maae  a  public  de- 
claration of  the  terms  upon  which  they  were  re- 
solved to  make  the  peace ;  which,  though  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  agreed  between  his  Majesty  and 
Holland,  and  more  from  the  pretensions  of  the  al- 
lies,  yet  having,  as  to  what  concerned  Spain  and 
Holland,  beeii  first  privately  agreed  with  some 
leaders  of  the  principal  towns,  proved  indeed  the 
plan  of  the  peace  both  for  Holland,  and  all  the 
other  confederates  engaged  in  the  war.  And  here 
the  French  began  that  imperious  way  of  treating, 
which  they  afterwards  pursued  in  the  whole  nego- 
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tiation  of  iJie  ensuing  peace;  declaring  such  and 
such  were  the  conditions  they  would  admit,  and  no 
other,  and  upon  which  their  enemies  might  choose 
either  peace  or  war,  as  they  pleased,  and  to  which 
France  pretended  not  to  be  tied  longer  than  to  the 
10th  of  May,  after  which  they  would  be  at  liberty 
to  change  or  restrain  them  as  they  should  think  fit* 
About  this  time  I  happened  to  be  with  my  Lord 
Treasurer  one  evening  in  his  closet  when  a  packet 
came  to  him  from  Mr.  Montague  ambassador  at 
Paris,  giving  him  an  account  of  a  large  conference 
Monsieur  de  Louvois  had  lately  had  with  him,  by 
the  King  his  Master's  order;  wherein  he  repre- 
sented the  measures  they  had  already  taken  for  a 
peace  in  Holland  upon  the  French  terms:  that, 
since  they  were  agreed  there,  they  hoped  his  Ma- 
jesty would  not  be  against  it:  that,  however,  France 
had  ordered  him  to  make  his  Majesty  the  offer  of 
a  great  sum  of  money  for  his  consent,  though  to  a 
thing  already  accepted  by  Holland,  and  wherein 
his  Majesty  was  consequently  not  concerned :  that 
Monsieur  de  Louvois  desired  the  Ambassador  to 
write  this  immediately  to  the  Lord  Treasurer,  and 
to  offer  him  a  very  considerable  sum  for  himself, 
that  should  be  sent  over  in  money,  jewels,  or  by 
bills,  as  he  should  choose :  and  Mr.  Montague  add- 
ed, that  it  was  desired  this  affair  should  be  treated 
only  between  them  two,  and  not  communicated  to 
either  of  the  Secretaries  of  State.     My  Lord  Trea- 
surer read  the  letter  to  me  ;  and  I  said,  *  Well,  my 
Lord,  what  do  you  say  to  the  offer  ?*    He  answered, 
that  he  thought  it  was  the  same  thing,  as  if  it 
should  b^  made  to  the  King,  to  have  Windsor  put 
into  the  French  hands,  and  so  he  should  treat  it ; 
arid  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  on  with 
our  treaty  with  the  confederates.     This  his  Lord- 
ship and  I  were  charged  with,  and  had  brought 
near  a  conclusion,  when  letters  came  from  Mr. 
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Hide,  with  representations  made  him,  from  the 
Pensioner  at  the  Hague,  of  the  dispositions  in  HoU 
land  running  violently  into  a  peace,  and  the  abso- 
lute necessity  he  thought  there  was  of  concluding 
it,  upon  the  taking  of  Ghent,  and  danger  of  Ant- 
werp, which  was  then  threatened,  and  the  loss 
whereof  would  be  so  fatal  to  the  trade  of  Holland, 
especially  Amsterdam.  Hereupon  Mr.  Godolphin 
was  dispatched  immediately  into  Holland,  to  bring 
the  last  and  surest  account  he  could  get  of  the  re- 
solutions there  upon  this  affair,  and  return  with  the 
greatest  speed  he  could.  He  did  so,  and  brought 
the  same  account  of  all  dispositions  which  Mr. 
Hide  had  given ;  and,  in  the  process  of  our  treaty 
with  the  confederates.  Monsieur  Van  Beuninghen, 
when  he  came  to  the  point,  was  forced  to  confess, 
that  he  had  no  powers  to  conclude,  without  first 
communicating  to  the  States,  which  must  draw 
into  length  and  uncertainty. 

About  this  time,  the  French  Ambassador  began 
to  change  his  language,  who  had  ever  before  pre- 
tended that  his  Majesty  should  be  always  arbiter  of 
the  peace;  but  now  assuring  that  his  Master  had 
agreed  with  Holland,  he  seemed  to  wonder  and  ex- 
postulate, why  the  King  should  pretend  to  obtain 
better  terms  jot  the  Spaniards,  than  their  allies  the 
Dutch  were  content  with. 

I  was  then  pressed  by  the  King  and  Lord  Trea- 
surer to  go  into  Holland  to  know  their  final  reso- 
lutions, whether  they  would  yet  go  on  with  the  war 
in  case  his  Majesty  should  go  into  it  ?  But  I  excused 
myself,  knowing  the  Dutch  were  too  much  press- 
ed, by  so  near  approaches  of  France,  to  declare 
themselves  upon  a  reserve  of  the  King's;  and  said. 
If  his  Majesty  resolved  to  go  that  way,  he  must 
first  take  his  measures  with  the  Parliament  for  the 
war,  and  then  send  them  word  in  Holland,  he  was 
ready  to  declare  it  in  case  they  would  pursue  it : 
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and,  upon  this  message,  I  knew  the  Dutch  so  well, 
as  to  believe  they  would  do  it,  and  keep  close  to 
their  late  alliance  with  his  Majesty.  This  the  King 
was  unwilling  to  do ;  but  posted  Mr.  Godolphin 
again  into  Holland  about  the  middle  of  April,  to 
know  their  final  resolutions,  and  prorogued  the 
Parliament  for  fourteen  days. 

During  these  negotiations,  and  since  the  money 
given  by  the  Parliament,  and  in  six  weeks  time,  the 
King  had  raised  an  army  of  about  twenty  thousand 
men,  the  completest,  and  in  all  appearance  the 
bravest  troops  that  could  be  any  where  seen ;  and 
might  have  raised  many  more  upon  so  great  a  con- 
currence of  the  people's  humour  with  his  Majesty's 
seeming  design  of  entering  into  a  war  against 
France :  and  it  was  confessed  by  all  the  foreign 
Ministers,  that  no  King  in  Christendom  could  have 
made  and  completed  such  a  levy  as  this  appeared 
in  such  a  time. 

My  Lord  Treasurer,  upon  the  20th,  came  to  me, 
and  assured  me  of  the  King's  resolution  being  at 
length  fixed  to  go  into  the  war ;  and  desired  me  to 
prepare  what  the  King  was  to  say  to  the  Parliament 
upon  this  occasion ;  which  I  did.  When  I  carried 
it  to  my  Lord  Treasurer,  I  met  there  letters  from 
Mr.  Hide  and  Mr.  Godolphin,  that  Holland  abso- 
lutely desired  a  peace,  even  upon  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  France ;  and  had  resolved  to  send  Mon- 
sieur Van  Lewen  over  hither,  to  dispose  the  King 
to  be  contented  with  them:  He  arrived,  and  the 
King  sent  me  immediately  to  him  to  know  his  er- 
rand. He  was  the  chief  of  the  town  of  Leyden, 
and  had  joined  with  Amsterdam,  Haerlem,  Delft, 
and  some  others,  in  promoting  the  peace,  even 
upon  the  French  conaitions ;  but  being  a  man  of 
great  honour  and  worth,  and  having  done  it^upon 
the  suspicion  that  England  was  still  at  bottom  in 
with  France,  and  that  all  the  rest  was  but  grimace  j 
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the  Prince  had  procured  him  to  be  sent  over,  an 
purpose  to  satisfy  himself  (and  thereby  his  complices 
for  the  peace)  that  the  King's  intentions  were  de- 
termined to  enter  into  the  war,  which  his  Highness 
thought  the  only  means  to  prevent  the  peace. 

When  I  came  to  Monsieur  Van  Lewen,  he  told 
me  freely,  that  it  was  the  most  against  their  hearts 
in  Holland  that  could  be,  to  make  a  peace  upon 
terms  so  low  and  unsafe  for  Flanders;  and  that,  if 
the  King  had  gone  into  war,  as  was  promised,  upon 
France  delaying  or  refusing  to  accept  his  scheme, 
they  would  certainly  have  continued  it :  but  his 
Majesty's  proceedings  looked  ever  since  so  uncer- 
tain or  unresolved,  that  it  had  raised  jealousies  in 
Holland  of  our  measures  being  at  bottom  fixed  and 
close  with  France ;  which  made  most  of  the  towns 
in  Holland  think  they  had  nothing  else  left  to  do, 
but  to  go  in  with  them  too  as  fast  as  they  could, 
and  the  approach  of  the  French  army  to  Antwerp 
left  them  now  no  time  to  deliberate ;  yet  he  pro- 
fessed to  me  in  private,  that  if  the  King  would  im- 
mediately  declare  the  war,  he  believed  the  States 
would  still  go  on  with  it,  in  pursuit  of  their  alliance, 
and  the  terms  therein  contained. 

I  made  this  report  to  the  King,  who  seemed  po- 
sitive to  declare  the  war,  in  case  the  Parliament 
advised  him,  and  promised  to  support  it ;  when  an 

unlucky  peevish  vote,  moved  by  Sir  T C 

in  spite  to  my  Lord  Treasurer,  passed  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  no  rtioney  should  be  given,  till 
satisfaction  was  received  in  matters  of  religion. 
This  left  all  so  loose  and  so  lame,  that  the  King 
was  in  a  rage,  reproached  me  with  my  popular  no- 
tions, as  he  termed  them ;  and  asked  me  when,  or 
how,  I  thought  he  could  trust  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  carry  him  through  the  war,  if  he  should 
engage  in  it  ?  And  I  had  not  much  indeed  to*  say, 
considering  the  temper  and  factions  of  the  House; 
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nor  could  I  well  clear  it  to  myself,  by  my  observa- 
tion, whether  the  King  was  firmly  resolved  to  enter 
into  the  war ;  or,  if  he  did,  whether  the  House  of 
Commons  would  have  supported  him  in  it,  or  turn- 
ed it  only  to  ruin  the  Ministers  by  the  King's  ne- 
cessities.    It  is  certain,  no  vote  could  ever  have 
passed  more  unhappily,  nor  in  such  a  counter  sra^ 
son,  nor  more  cross  to  the  humour  of  the  House, 
which  seemed  generally  bent  upon  engaging  his 
Majesty  in  the  war;  and  the  person  that  moved  it 
was,  I  believe,  himself  as  much  of  that  mind  as  any 
of  the  rest ;  but  having,  since  the  loss  of  his  em- 
ployment at  Court,  ever  acted  a  part  of  great  ani- 
mosity in  opposition  to  the  present  Ministry,  in 
whose  hands  soever  it  was ;  this  private  ill  humour 
carried  him  contrary  to  his  public  intentions,  as  it 
did  many  more  in  the  House,  who  pretended  to  be 
very  willing  to  supply  the  King  upon  occasion  of 
the  war,  or  even  of  his  debts,  but  that  they  would 
not  do  it  during  my  Lord  Treasurer's  Ministry.    In 
short,  there  was  such  a  fatal  and  mutual  distrust  both 
in  the  Court  and  Parliament,  as  it  was  very  hard  to 
fall  into  any  sound  measures  between  them.     The 
King,  at  last,  now  saw  he  had  lost  his  time  of  en- 
tering into  the  war,  if  he  had  a  mind  to  it ;  and  that 
he  ought  to  have  done  it  (upon  my  Lord  Duras's 
return,  and)  with  the  whole  coniederacy.     And 
my  Lord  Essex  told  me,  I  had  been  a  prophet,  in 
refusing  to  go  into  Holland  to  make  that  alliance, 
which  had,  as  I  said,  pleased  none  athome  or  abroad, 
and  had  now  lost  all  our  measures  in  Holland,  and 
turned  theirs  upon  France. 

But  the  turn  that  the  King  gave  all  this  was,  that, 
since  the  Dutch  would  have  a  peace  upon  the 
French  terms,  and  France  offered  money  for  his 
consent  to  what  he  could  not  help,  he  did  not  know 
why  he  should  not  get  the  money  j  and  thereupon 
ejcd^red  me  to  treat  upon  it  with  the  French  Am* 
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bassador,  who  had  orders  to  that  purpose.  I  would 
have  excused  myself;  but  he  said,  I  could  not  help 
seemg  him,  for  he  would  be  with  me  at  my  house 
by  seven  next  morning :  he  accordingly  came,  and 
I  told  him  very  truly,  I  had  been  ill  in  the  night, 
and  could  not  enter  into  business.  The  Ambassa* 
dor  was  much  disappointed,  and  pressed  me  all  he 
could ;  but  I  defended  myself  upon  my  illness,  till 
at  length  he  left  me  without  entering  upon  any 
thing.  When  I  got  up,  I  went  immediately  to 
Sheen,  writ  to  my  Lord  Treasurer  by  my  wife.  May 
the  tenth,  1678,  how  much  I  was  unsatisfied  with 
being  put  upon  such  a  treaty  with  the  French  Am* 
bassador,  that  belonged  not  at  all  to  my  post,  and 
which  they  knew  I  thought  dishonourable  to  the 
King;  and  thereupon  I  offered  to  resign  to  his 
Majesty  both  my  embassy  at  Nimeguen,  and  pro- 
mise  of  Secretary  of  State's  place,  to  be  disposed  of 
by  his  Majesty  as  he  pleased.  My  Lord  Treasurer 
sent  me  word,  the  King  forced  no  man  upon  what 
he  had  no  mind  to ;  but  if  I  resolved  this  should 
be  said  to  him,  I  must  do  it  myself,  or  by  some 
other,  for  he  would  not  make  my  court  so  ill  as 
to  say  it  for  me ;  and  so  it  rested,  and  I  continued 
at  Sheen,  without  stirring  till  the  King  sent  for 
me. 

In  the  mean  time,  from  the  beginning  of  May, 
the  ill  humour  of  the  House  of  Commons  began  to 
break  out  by  several  discourses  and  votes  against 
the  Ministers  and  their  conduct ;  which  increiased 
the  ill  opinion  his  Majesty  had  conceived  of  their 
intentions  in  pressing  him  to  enter  upon  a  war. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  had  (as  I  was  told 
by  a  good  hand)  conceived  such  an  indignation  at 
one  article  of  the  private  treaty  proposed  by  Mon- 
sieur  Barillon,  that  he  said  he  would  never  forget 
it  while  he  lived ;  and  though  he  said  nothing  to 
me  of  his  resentment,  yet  he  seemed  at  this  time 


Memoirsfrom  1672  to  1679.  44^ 

knore  resolved  to  enter  into  the  war,  than  I  had 
ever  before  seen  or  thought  him. 

Monsieur  de  Ruvigny,  the  son,  was  dispatched 
into  France  to  know  the  last  intentions  of  that 
Court  upon  the  terms  of  the  peace  proposed  by  his 
Majesty,  but  brought  no  answer  clear  or  positive ; 
so  as  his  Majesty  went  on  to  complete  his  levies, 
and  to  prepare  for  the  war :  but,  May  the  eleventh, 
the  House  of  Commons  passed  another  negative 
upon  the  debate  of  money ;  which  so  offended  the 
King,  that  he  prorogued  them  for  ten  days,  be- 
lieving in  that  time  his  intentions  to  enter  into  the 
war  would  appear  so  clear  as  to  satisfy  the  House^^ 
and  put  them  in  better  humour.  Monsieur  Vau 
Lewen,  distasted  with  these  delays,  and  the  coun- 
terpaces  between  King  and  Parliament,  begins  to 
discourse  boldly  of  the  necessity  his  Masters  found 
to  make  the  peace  as  they  could,  since  there  was 
no  relying  upon  any  measures  with  England  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  and  the  season  was  too  far  ad* 
vanced  to  admit  any  longer  delays.  Upon  these 
discourses  from  him,  his  Majesty  began  to  cool  his 
talk  of  a  war,  and  to  say,  the  peace  must  be  left  to 
the  course  which  Holland  had  given  it:  and  though, 
upon  May  the  twenty-thii^d,  the  Parliament  met, 
and  seemed  in  much  better  temper  than  they  part- 
ed, yet  news  coming  about  the  same  time  that 
Monsieur  Van  Beverning  was  sent  by  the  States  to 
the  French  Court  at  Ghent,  to  propose  a  cessation 
of  arms  for  six  weeks,  in  order  to  negotiate  and 
agree  the  terms  of  the  peace  in  that  time,  the  af- 
fair began  now  to  be  looked  upon,  both  in  Court 
and  Parliament,  as  a  thing  concluded,  or  at  least 
as  like  to  receive  no  other  motion  than  what  should 
be  given  it  by  Holland  and  France.  And  indeed^ 
the  dispositions  were  sa  inclined  to  it  on  both  sides, 
that  the  terms  were  soon  adjusted  between  them,, 
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These  articles  having  been  so  public,  I  shall  mcti 
trouble  myself  to  insert  them,  but  only  say,  they 
seemed  so  hard,  both  to  Spain,  and  to  the  North- 
ern Princes,  who  had  made  great  conquests  upon 
the  Swedes,  that  they  all  declared  diey  would 
never  accept  them ;  and  when  the  French  Ambas* 
$adors  at  Nimeguen  desired  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  to 
carry  them  to  the  confederates,  he  refused  to  do 
it,  or  to  have  any  part  in  a  treaty  or  conditions  of 
peace,  so  different  from  what  the  King  his  Master 
had  proposed,  and  what  both  his  Majesty  and  Hol- 
land had  obliged  themselves  to  pursue  by  their  late 
treaty  at  the  Hague. 

About  this  time,  France,  by  a  conduct  very  sur- 
prising, having  sent  Monsieur  de  la  Feuillade  to 
Messina,  with  a  common  eii[pectation  of  re-infoT'- 
cing  the  war  in  Sicily,  shewed theintention was  very 
different,  and  of  a  sudden  ordered  all  their  forces 
to  abandon  that  island,  with  whom  many  Messi- 
seses  returned,  fearing  the  vengeance  of  the  Spa- 
niards, to  whom  they  were  now  exposed :  and  thii 
was  the  only  important  service  done  that  Crown 
by  all  his  Majesty's  intentions  or  preparations  to 
assist  them;  for  no  man  doubted  that  the  abandon- 
ing of  Sicily  was  whotfy  owing  to  the  apprehen- 
sions in  France  of  a  war  with  England,  which  they 
thought  would  give  them  but  too  much  occasion 
for  employing  or  their  forces.  And  indeed  the  eyes 
and  hopes  of  all  the  confederates  were  now  turned 
so  wholly  upon  England  for  any  resource  in  their 
affairs,  after  Holland  had  deserted  them  (as  they 
thought)  by  such  precipitate  terms  of  a  peace,  that 
many  of  the  chier  Ministers  at  Nimeguen  left  that 
place,  as  of  no  more  use  to  the  treaty  it  was  de- 
signed for,  and  went  into  England,  where  they 
thought  the  whole  scene  of  that  affair  then  lay ; 
among  whom  was  Count  Antaine  the  Danish  am- 
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ItftHS^dbr,  and  soon  aftei*  Monsieur  Olivecrans  the 
Swedish,  with  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg's  Envoy, 
Md  several  others. 

However,  the  negotiation  continued  there,  be- 
tween the  French  Ambassadors  and  Monsieur  Vaii 
Beverning,  till  he  was  sent  to  the  French  camp ; 
where  he  concluded  the  terms  of  the  peace  towards 
the  end  of  June,  and  a  cessation  from  all  hostili- 
ties in  Flanders  for  six  weeks,  which  was  given  to 
the  Dutch,  to  endeavour  the  Spaniards  enterin| 
into  the  peace  upon  the  terms  they  had  proposei 
for  them.  And,  in  the  whole  course  of  this  nego- 
tiation, France  seemed  to  have  no  regards,  but  for 
Holland;  and  for  them  so  much,  that  the  most 
Christian  King  assured  the  States,  that  though  Spain 
should  not  agree,  yet  he  had  such  a  care  of  theii? 
totisfaction,  that  he  would  always  provide  such  a 
barrier  in  Flanders  should  be  left,  as  they  thought 
necessary  for  their  safety ;  and  that  after  the  peace 
should  be  made,  and  the  ancient  amity  restored, 
he  would  be  ready  to  enter  into  such  engagements 
and  measures  with  them,  as  should  for  ever  secure 
their  repose  and  their  liberty^ 

This  was  by  all  interpreted  an  invidious  word, 

fut  in  on  purpose  to  cajole  the  enemies  of  the 
^rince,  who  ever  pretended  the  suspicions  of  his 
affecting  more  authority  than  they  desired;  and 
thereby  kept  up  a  popular  party  in  the  State,  the 
chief  of  whom  had  been  the  chief  promoters  of  the 
present  peace*  And  indeed  the  Prince  was  not  at 
all  reserved  in  the  endeavours  of  opposing  it,  but 
used  all  that  was  possible  and  agreeable  to  the 
forms  of  the  State:  yet  all  in  vain,  the  humour 
having  spread  so  far,  at  first  in  Holland,  and  from 
thence  into  the  other  provinces,  that  it  was  no 
h>nger  to  be  opposed  or  diverted  by  the  Prince. 
•  In  the  mean  time,  England  was  grown  pretty 
indifferent  in  the  matter  of  the  peace,  and  Spain 
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seemed  well  inclined  to  accept  their  part  of  it:  but: 
the  Emperor,  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  Elector 
of  Brandenburgy  fell  into  the  highest  declarations 
and  reproaches  against  the  States,  that  could  be 
well  invented ;  ripping  up  all  they  had  ventured 
and  suffered  in  a  war  they  had  begun  only  for  the 
preservation  of  Holland ;  how  they  were  now  aban- 
doned by  them,  in  pretending  to  conclude  impe- 
rious and  arbitrary  terms  of  a  peace  upon  them 
without  their  consent:  that  they  were  willing  to 
treat  with  France,  and  make  a  peace  upon  any  safe 
and  reasonable  conditions ;  but  would  never  en- 
dure to  have  them  imposed  as  from  a  conqueror ; 
and  would  venture  all,  rather  than  accept  them, 
especially  those  for  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  whose 
case  was  the  worst  treated,  though  the  most  favour- 
ed in  appearance  by  all  the  confederates,  and  the 
least  contested  by  France. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  storms  from  their  aL^ 
lies,  the  Dutch  were  little  moved,  and  held  on  their 
course,  having  small  regard  to  the  satisfaction  of 
any,  besides  Spain,  in  what  concerned  the  safety 
of  Flanders ;  and  the  necessities  of  that  Crown 
made  them  easy,  though  as  little  contented  as  the 
rest:  so  as  the  peace  was  upon  the  point  of  signing 
by  French  and  Dutch  Ambassadors,  when  an  un- 
expected incident  fell  in,  which  had  like  to  have, 
overturned  this  whole  fabric,  and  to  have  renewed 
the  war  with  greater  heats,  and  more  equal  forces,» 
by  engaging  England  to  a  share  of  it  in  favour  of 
the  confederates,  which  they  had  been  long  prac- 
tising without  success,  and  now  without  hopes. 

In  the  conditions  which  Holland  had  made  for 
the  French  restoring  the  six  towns  in  Flanders  to 
Spain,  there  was  no  particular  mention  made  of 
the  time  of  that  restitution ;  the  Dutch  understand- 
ing, as  well  as  the  Spaniards,  that  it  was  to  be  upon 
the  ratifications  of  the  peace  with  Spain  and  U(J- 
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land,  whether  any  of  the  other  allies  on  each  side 
were  included  or  no.  But  when  the  Dutch  treaty 
was  near  signing,  the  Marquis  de  Balbaces  either 
found  or  made  some  occasion  of  enquiring  more 
particularly  of  the  French  intentions  upon  this 
point.  The  French  Ambassadors  made  no  diffi- 
culty of  declaring,  that  the  King,  their  Master, 
being  obliged  to  see  an  entire  restitution  made  to 
the  Swedes  of  all  they  had  lost  in  the  war,  could 
not  evacuate  the  towns  in  Flanders,  till  those  to 
the  Swedes  were  likewise  restored ;  and  that  this 
detention  of  places  was  the  only  means  to  induce 
the  Princes  of  the  North  to  accept  of  the  peace* 

Monsieur  Van  Beverning  gave  account  to  his 
Masters  of  this  new  pretence,  and  the  States  or- 
dered him  to  let  the  French  Ambassadors  know, 
he  could  not  sign  the  peace  without  the  restitution 
of  the  places  in  Flanders  upon  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty.  The  French  Ambassadors  were  firm 
on  the  other  side,  and  said,  their  orders  were  po- 
sitive to  insist  upon  the  restitution  of  Sweden.  The 
States  hereupon  sent  to  Monsieur  Van  Lewen,  to 
acquaint  his  Majesty  with  this  unexpected  incident, 
and  to  know  his  opinion  and  resolution  upon  a 
point  of  so  great  moment  to  the  peace  of  Christen- 
dom on  the  one  side,  and  to  the  safety  of  Flanders 
on  the  other.  The  King  was  difficult  at  first  to 
believe  it ;  but  sending  to  the  French  Ambassador 
at  London  to  know  the  truth  of  it,  and  finding  him 
own  his  Master's  intention  not  to  evacuate  thetowns 
till  the  general  peace  was  concluded,  and  Sweden 
satisfied,  he  was  both  surprised  and  angry  at  this 
proceeding  of  France ;  and  next  morning  sent  for 
me  to  the  foreign  committee,  and  there  declared 
his  resolution  of  sending  me  immediately  into  Hol- 
land, with  commission  to  sign  a  treaty  with  the 
States,  by  which  they  should  be  obliged  to  carry 
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on  the  war,  and  his  Majesty  to  enter  into  it,  in  cas^ 
France  should  not  consent,  within  a  certain  time 
limited,  to  evacuate  the  towns.  The  Duke  fdl 
into  this  counsel  with  great  warmth,  and  said  at 
the  committee.  That  it  was  plain  by  this  pace,  that 
France  was  not  sincere  in  the  business  of  the  peace; 
that  they  aimed  at  the  universal  monarchy ;  and 
that  none  but  his  Majesty  could  hinder  them  from 
it,  in  the  posture  that  Christendom  stood.  All  the 
Lords  of  the  committee  agreed,  with  so  general  % 
concurrence,  that  it  was  hard  to  imagine  this  should 
not  prove  a  steady  resolution,  how  little  soever  w^ 
hstd  been  given  to  any  such.  His  Majesty  took 
the  pains  to  press  Van  Lewen  to  go  over  with  me, 
to  persuade  the  States  of  the  sincerity  and  conr 
stancy  of  his  resokition  to  pursue  this  measure 
with  the  utmost  of  his  power,  and  took  upon  him- 
self to  excuse  to  the  States,  his  Masters,  the  ma« 
king  this  journey  without  their  consent. 

Upon  this  dispatch  Mr.  Godolphin,  who  had  been 
so  lately  in  Holland,  told  me,  that,  if  I  brought  the 
States  to  the  treaty  his  Majesty  proposed  upon  this 
occasion,  he  would  move  the  Parliament  to  have 
my  statue  set  up ;  the  success  whereof  may  deserve 
a  iurther  remark  in  its  due  plac^ 

Monsieur  Van  Lewen  and  I  went  oyer  in  July 
1678,  in  two  several  yachts,  but  met  soon  at  the 
Hague,  where,  upon  my  first  conference  with  the 
commissioners  of  secret  affairs,  one  of  them,  made 
me  the  handsomest  Dutch  compliment  I  had  met 
with.  That  they  esteemed  my  coming  into  HoU 
land  like  that  or  the  swallow,  which  brought  fail 
weather  always  with  it. 

The  Prince  received  me  with  the  greatest  joy  in 
the  world ;  hoping  by  my  errand,  and  the  success 
of  it,  either  to  continue  the  war,  or  recover  such 
conditions  of  peace  for  his  allies,  as  had  been  wrest- 
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td  out  of  his  hands  by  force  of  a  faction  begun  at 
Amsterdam,  and  spread  since  into  the  rest  of  the 
provinces. 

To  make  way  for  this  negotiation,  I  concerted 
with  Monsieur  Van  Lewen  to  dine  at  his  country- 
house,  with  Monsieur  Hoeft  of  Amsterdam,  Van 
Tielt  of  Haerlem,  Patz  of  Rotterdam,  and  two  or 
three  more  of  the  chief  burgomasters  who  had  pro- 
moted the  peace,  or  rather  precipitated  it,  upon 
the  French  conditions.  After  dinner,  we  entered 
into  long  conferences,  in  which  Monsieur  Van 
Lewen  assured  them  with  great  confidence  of  the 
King's  sincerity  in  the  resolutions  he  had  taken, 
and  seconded  very  effectually  all  I  had  to  say  upon 
that  subject ;  which  had  the  more  credit  from  one 
who  had  gone  as  far  as  any  of  them  in  pursuit  and 
acceptance  of  the  peace. 

The  Prince  was  impatient  .to  know  what  had 
passed  in  this  meeting,  which  made  me  go  to  him 
that  evening ;  and  I  told  him,  that  I  was  very  con- 
jSdent  to  have  found,  that  Monsieur  Patz  was  in- 
curable, and  not  otherwise  to  be  dealt  with ;  but 
that  all  the  rest  were  good  and  well-meaning  per- 
sons to  their  country,  abused  first  by  jealousies  of 
his  Highnesses  match  in  England,  by  apprehensions 
of  our  Court  being  wholly  in  the  measures  of 
France,  and  by  the  plausible  offers  of  France  to- 
wards such  a  peace  as  they  could  desire  for  them- 
selves :  that  they  were  something  enlightened  by 
the  late  refusal  of  delivering  up  the  Spanish  towns 
till  the  satisfaction  of  Sweden ;  and  would,  I 
doubted  not,  awaken  their  several  towns,  so  as  to 
make  them  receive  favourably  his  Majesty's  pro- 
position upon  this  conjuncture.  It  happened  ac- 
cordingly ;  for  Monsieur  Hoeft  proposing  at  Am- 
sterdam to  make  a  trial  and  judgment  of  the  since- 
rity of  France  upon  the  whole  proceeding  of  the 
peace;  by  their  evacuating  the  Spanish  towns,  and 
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without  it  to  continue  the  war,  he  carried  his  point 
there,  in  spite  of  Valkenier ;  and  the  same  follow- 
ed  in  all  the  rest  of  the  towns ;  so  that,  when  I  fell 
into  this  negotiation,  I  concluded  the  treaty  in  six 
days;  by  which  France  was  obliged  to  declare, 
within  fourteen  after  the  date  thereof,  that  they 
would  evacuate  the  Spanish  towns ;  or,  in  case  of 
-their  refusal,  Holland  was  engaged  to  go  on  with 
the  war,  and  England  immediately  to  declare  it 
against  France,  in  conjimction  with  Holland  and 
the  rest  of  the  confederates. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  imagined  what  a  new  life  this 
gave  to  the  authority  and  fortunes  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  was  now  owned  by  the  States  to  have 
made  a  truer  judgment  than  they  had  done  of  the 
measures  they  were  to  expect  both  from  France 
and  England ;  the  last  having  proceeded  so  reso- 
lutely to  the  offers  pf  entering  into  the  war  (which 
was  never  believed  in  Holland),  and  France,  after 
raising  so  important  a  difficulty  in  the  peace,  hav- 
ing proceeded  in  the  war  so  far  as  to  block  up 
Mons,  one  of  the  best  frontiers  remaining  to  Flan- 
ders ;  which  was  expected  to  fall  into  their  hands 
before  the  term  fixed  for  the  conclusion  or  rupture 
of  the  peace  should  expire. 

Preparations  were  made  with  the  greatest  vigour 
imaginable  for  his  Highnesses  expedition  to  relieve 
Mons ;  and  about  ten  thousand  English,  already 
arrived  in  Flanders,  were  ordered  to  march  that 
way  and  join  the  Prince.  He  went  into  the  field 
with  a  firm  belief  that  the  war  would  certainly 
go  on,  since  Fl-ance  seemed  too  far  engaged  in  ho- 
nour to  yield  the  evacuation  of  the  towns ;  and 
though  they  should,  yet  Spain  could  not  be  ready 
to  agree  and  sign  the  peace  within  the  term  li- 
mited :  and  he  thought  that  he  left  the  States  re- 
solved not  to  conclude  otherwise  than  in  conjuno-* 
tion  with  that  Crown :  and  besides,  he  hoped  t^ 
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engage  the  French  army  before  the  term  for  sign- 
ing the  peace  should  expire ;  and  resolved  to  re- 
lieve Mons,  or  die  in  the  attempt,  whether  the  peace 
succeeded  or  no ;  so  as  the  continuance  of  the  war 
seemed  inevitable.  But  no  man,  since  Solomon, 
ever  enough  considered  how  subject  all  things  are 
to  time  and  chance,  nor  how  poor  diviners  the 
wisest  men  are  of  future  events,  how  plainly  soever 
all  things  may  seem  laid  towards  the  producing 
them  ;  nor  upon  how  small  accidents  the  greatest 
counsels  and  revolutions  turn ;  which  was  never 
more  proved  than  by  the  course  and  event  of  this 
affair. 

After  the  treaty  concluded  and  signified  to 
France,  all  the  arts  that  could  be  were  on  that  side 
employed  to  elude  it,  by  drawing  this  matter  into 
treaty,  or  into  greater  length,  which  had  succeeded 
so  well  in  England.  They  offered  to  treat  upon  it 
at  St.  Quintin,  then  at  Ghent,  where  the  King  him- 
self would  meet  such  Ambassadors  as  the  Dutch 
should  send  to  either  of  these  towns.  But  the 
States  were  firm  not  to  recede  from  their  late  treaty 
concluded  with  his  Majesty,  and  so  continued  till 
about  five  days  before  the  term  was  to  expire. 
Then  arrived  from  England  one  De  Cross,  for- 
merly a  French  monk,  who  some  time  since  had 
left  his  frock  for  a  petticoat,  and  insinuated  him- 
self so  far  in  the  Swedish  Court,  as  to  procure  a 
commission  (or  credence  at  least)  for  a  certain 
petty  agency  in  England.  At  London  he  had  de- 
voted himself  wholly  to  Monsieur  Barillon  the 
French  Ambassador,  though  pretending  to  pursue 
the  interests  of  Sweden.  About  a  week  after  I 
had  sent  a  secretary  into  England  with  the  treaty 
signed,  this  man  brought  me  a  packet  from  Court, 
commanding  me  to  go  immediately  awaytoNime- 
guen,  and  there  to  endeavour  all  I  could  (and 
Irqm  his  Majesty)  to  persuade  the  Swedish  Ambas- 
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sadors  to  let  the  French  there  know,  that  they 
would,  for  the  good  of  Christendom,  consent,  and 
even  desire  the  King  of  France  no  longer  to  defer 
the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  and  consequently  the 
peace,  upon  the  sole  regard  and  interest  of  th§ 
Crown  of  Sweden.  I  was  likewise  commanded  tQ 
assure  the  said  Ambassadors,  that,  after  this  peace, 
his  Majesty  would  use  all  the  most  effectual  en- 
deavours he  could  for  restitution  of  the  towns  and 
countries  the  Swedes  had  lost  in  the  war. 

It  was  not  easy  for  any  man  to  be  more  surprised 
than  I  was  by  this  dispatch  ;  but  the  Pensioner 
Fagel  was  stunned,  who  came  and  told  me  the 
whole  contents  of  it,  before  I  had  mentioned  it  to 
any  man ;  and  that  De  Cross  had  gone  ^bout  most 
industriously  to  the  deputies  of  the  several  towns, 
and  acquainted  them  with  it ;  and  that  the  term^ 
of  peace  were^phsolutely  consented  and  agreed  ber 
tween  the  two  Kings ;  that  he  had  brought  me  or- 
ders to  go  straight  to  Nimeguen ;  and  that  I  should, 
at  my  arrival  there,  meet  with  letters  from  my 
Lord  Sunderland,  the  King's  Ambassador  at  Paris, 
with  all  the  particulars  concluded  between  them. 

How  this  dispatch  by  De  Cross  was  gained,  or 
by  whom,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine :  but, 
upon  my  next  return  for  England,  the  Duke  told 
me  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it  till  it  was  gone, 
having  been  a  hunting  that  morning.  My  Lord 
Treasurer  said  all  that  could  be  to  excuse  nimself 
of  it ;  and  I  never  talked  of  it  to  Secretary  Wil- 
liamson ;  but  the  King  indeed  told  me  pleasantly. 
That  the  rogue  De  Cross  had  outwitted  them  all. 
The  account  I  met  with  at  Court  was,  that  these 
orders  were  agreed  and  dispatched  one  morning 
in  an  hour's  time,  and  in  the  Duchess  of  Ports- 
mouth's chamber,  by  the  intervention  and  pursuit 
of  Monsieur  Barillon.  However  it  was,  and  what 
endeavours  soever  were  made  ijogimediately  after,  9t 
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wir  Court,  to  retrieve  thin  game,  it  never  could  he 
dme  i  Mid  ibis  one  incident  changed  the  whole 
fate  <k  Christendom ;  und  with  w  little  seeming 
ground  for  any  such  counsel,  that  before  De 
Cross's  arrival  at  the  Hague,  the  Swedish  Ambas- 
sadors at  Nimeguen  had  made  the  very  same  de- 
claration and  instances  to  the  French  Ambassadors 
there,  that  I  was  posted  away  from  the  Hague  upon 
tlie  pretence  of  persuading  them  to  resolve  on. 

When  I  arrived  at  Nimeguen,  there  remained 
t>ut  three  days  of  the  term  fixed  by  the  late  treaty 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  States  at  the  Hague, 
^tlier  for  the  French  assent  to  the  evacuation  of 
the  towns,  or  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war  in  con- 
junction of  England  with   Holland,  and  conse- 
quently the  rest  of  the  confederates.     I  found  all 
«^n  there  persuaded  that  the  peace  would  not 
micceed;  and  indeed  all  appearand^  were  against 
it.     The  French  Ambassadors  had  given  many 
reasons,  in  a  formal  sort  of  manifesto,  to  the  Dutch, 
why  the  King  their  Master  could  not  consent  to  it 
without  the  previous  satisfaction  of  Sweden,  whose 
interests  he  esteemed  the  same  with  his  own ;  but 
yet  declaring  he  was  willing  to  receive  any  expe- 
dients the  States  should  offer  in  this  matter,  either 
by  their  Ambassadors  at  Nimeguen,  or  such  as 
they  should  send  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty  at 
St.  Quintin  or  Ghent.     The  Dutch  gave  them  an 
answer  in  writing,  declaring  it  was  a  matter  no 
longer  entire,  since,  upon  the  difficulty  raised  about 
the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  the  States,  their  Ma-^ 
sters,  had  been  induced  to  sign  a  treaty  with  Eng* 
land,  from  which  they  could  not  recede,  nor  from 
the  day  therein  fixed  for  determining  the  fate  of 
either  peace  or  war ;  and  as  there  was  no  time,  so 
there  could  be  no  use  of  any  deputation  to  St. 
Quintin  or  Ghent,  nor  any  other  expedient,  be- 
sides the  assent  of  France  to  evacuate  the  townsn 
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After  this, the  French  Ambassadors  had  declared  to 
the  Dutch,  that  they  had  found  the  King  their 
Master  was  resolved,  at  tl^e  desire  of  the  Swedes, 
to  retard  the  peace  no  longer  upon  their  considera- 
tion ;  and  would  consent  to  evacuate  the  towns, 
upon  condition  the  States  would  send  their  depu- 
ties to  treat  upon  the  ways  of  securing  the  future 
satisfaction  toSweden, which  was  by  both  intended. 
But  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  continued  peremp- 
tory, that  there  could  be  no  deputation  made  by 
their  Masters ;  and  that  if  the  term  fixed  by  the 
late  treaty  with  England  should  elapse,  there  was 
no  remedy  but  the  war  must  go  on.  To  this  the 
French  Ambassadors  replying,  that  their  hands 
were  bound  up  from  proceeding  further  without 
such  a  deputation, the  peace  was  thereupon  esteem- 
ed desperate ;  and  the  more  so,  because  at  the  same 
time  the  Duk*  of  Luxemburg  pressed  Mons,  and 
the  Marshal  de  Schomberg  seemed  to  threaten  Co- 
logne, demanding  of  them  immediate  satisfaction 
of  the  money  that  had  been  seized  during  the  as- 
sembly there ;  and  Brussels  itself  grew  unquiet, 
upon)  their  finding  themselves  almost  surrounded 
by  French  troops ;  'so  as  the  confederate  Ministers 
thought  themselves  secure  of  what  they  had  so 
much  and  so  long  desired  and  aimed  at,  which  was 
a  long  war  in  conjunction  with  England :  for  they 
neither  believed  France  would  yield  a  point  they 
had  so  long  and  so  publicly  contested;  nor  (if  they 
did)  that  the  Dutch  would  suffer  their  Ambassa- 
dors to  sign  the  peace  without  Spain ;  and  the  time 
was  now  too  near  expiring  for  agreeing  the  terms 
and  draught  of  a  treaty  between  the  two  Crowns, 
which  had  not  yet  been  in  any  kind  digested. 

In  the  midst  of  these  appearances  and  disposi- 
tions at  Nimeguen,  came  the  fatal  day  agreed  by 
the  late  treaty  at  the  Hague,  for  determining 
whether  a  sudden  peape  or  a  long  war  were  to  be 
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reckoned  upon  in  Christendom;  when,  in  the 
morning  early,  Monsieur  Boreel,  who  had  been 
fleht  from  Amsterdam  to  the  Dutch  Ambassador^ 
at  Nimeguen,  went  to  the  French  Ambassadors ; 
and,  after  some  conference  with  them,  these  three 
Ambassadors  went  immediately  to  those  of  Hol- 
land, and  declared  to  them,  they  had  received  or- 
ders to  consent  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towns, 
and  thereupon  to  sign  the  peace,  but  that  it  must 
be  done  that  very  morning.  Whether  the  Dutch 
were  surprised  or  no,  they  seemed  to  be  so ;  and, 
entering  into  debate  upon  several  of  the  articles,  as 
well  as  upon  the  interests  of  Spain,  this  conference 
lasted  near  five  hours;  but  ended  in  agreement 
upon  all  the  points,  both  of  peace  and  commerce^ 
between  France  and  Holland,  and  orders  for  wri- 
ting all  fair  with  the  greatest  haste  thatwas  possible^ 
so  as  the  treaty  might  be  signed  that  night. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  the  French  Ambas- 
sadors, having  demanded  an  hour  of  me  and  Sir 
Lionel,  came  to  us  at  my  house,  gave  us  an  ac- 
count of  their  agreement  with  the  Dutch  Ambas- 
sadors upon  all  points  in  difference  between  them» 
and  of  the  treaty's  being  so  ordered,  as  that  it 
should  be  signed  that  evening ;  and  made  us  the 
offer  that  they  would  aQ  come  and  sign  it  at  my 
house,  that  so  we  might  have  the  part  in  it  that 
was  due  to  the  Mediators. 

We  answered  them,  that  having  been  sent  by 
his  Majesty  with  instructions  only  to  mediate  age- 
neral  peace,  we  could  not  by  our  orders  assist  at 
the  signing  of  a  particular  one ;  and  therefore  de- 
sired them  to  excuse  us  from  having  any  part  in 
this  conclusion  between  them  and  the  Dutch, either 
by  the  signing  it  at  our  houses,  or  by  using  our 
names  as  Mediators  in  the  treaty. 

The  Dutch  Ambassadors  came  to  us  likewise 
with  the  same  communication  and  offer,  and  re- 
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eeived  tb6  same  ftnswef ;  and  I  dbsdrved  their  cott- 
Versatioti,  upotl  this  mighty  and  sudden  turn,  to 
be  a  good  deal  embarrassed,  and  i^methidg  irresio* 
Itite^  and  not  very  well  agreed  between  the  two 
Ambassadors  themselves*  Monsieur  Van  Bevem* 
ing  complained  of  the  uncertainty  of  our  conduct 
in  England,  and  the  incurable  jealousJies  that  De 
Cross's  journey  had  raised  In  Holland :  that  since 
the  King  still  desired  the  peace,  hid  Masters  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  conclude  it ;  and  that  they, 
the  Ambassadors,  took  themselves  to  be  M  in* 
sitf  ucted,  as  that  they  must  sign  the  peace  upon  the 
Oflfers  made  by  the  French  to  eva<?uate  the  towns* 
Monsieur  Van  Haren  did  iiot  seem  to  the  bo  clear 
in  point  of  their  orders ;  and  I  never  could  leam 
whether,  upon  De  Cross's  arrival  and  discourses  at 
tiie  Hague,  the  States  deputies  there  had  sent  at* 
ders  to  their  Ambassadors  at  Niraeguett  to  sign 
the  peace  (even  without  the  Spaniards),  in  case  of 
the  French  assenting  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towns 
before  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpose  should 
expire ;  Or  whether  only  the  town  of  Amsterdam 
had  by  Boreel  sent  that  advice  to  Monsieur  Van 
Beverning,  with  assurances  to  bear  him  out  in  what 
he  did,  where  his  orders  might  receive  a  doubtftil 
sense  or  interpretation.  However  it  were,  Mon* 
sieur  Van  Beverning  was  bent  upon  giving  thid 
sudden  end  of  the  war,  and  such  a  quick  dispatch 
to  the  draught  of  the  treaty,  that  it  was  agreed  in 
all  articles,  and  written  out  fair,  so  as  to  be  signed 
between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night.  And  thus 
were  eluded  all  the  effects  of  the  late  treaty  con- 
dluded  at  the  Hague,  and  the  hopes  conceived  by 
the  confederates  of  the  war's  going  on  ;  which  so 
provoked  several  of  their  Ministers,  as  to  engage 
them  in  sharp  and  violent  protestations  against  the 
Dutch  Ambassadors^  by  which  they  hoped  to  deter 
them  from  signing  the  peac^  without  new  orderi 
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£rdm  their  Masters.  But  all  was  to  no  purpose ; 
Van  Beverning  was  unmoved,  and  the  thing  was 
done. 

The  day  after  the  peace  was  signed,  came  an 
eicpress  to  me  from  Court,  with  the  ratifications  of 
the  late  treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  States, 
and  orders  to  me  immediately  to  proceed  to  the 
exchange  of  them :  which  was  such  a  counterpace 
to  the  dispatch  I  had  received  by  De  Cross,  and  to 
the  consequences  of  it,  which  had  ended  in  the 
donclusion  of  the  peace,  and  thereby  rendered  the 
late  treaty  of  no  farther  use,  that  the  ratification 
seemed  now  as  unnecessary,  as  it  had  been  at  first 
unresolved  at  our  Court,  and  unexpected  from  us 
by  the  Dutch.  However,  I  went  away  immedi-- 
ately  upon  this  express ;  and,  next  day  after  my 
arrival  at  the  Hague,  made  an  exchange  of  the  ra^ 
tiflcations  according  to  the  orders  I  received. 

I  found  the  Pensioner  and  several  other  of  the 
deputies  very  much  unsatisfied  with  the  peace,  and 
more  with  the  precipitation  of  Monsieur  Van  Be- 
verning to  sign  it  upon  the  sudden  offer  of  the 
French  Ambassadors  to  evacuate  the  towns,  and 
before  he  had  acquainted  the  States  with  it,  and 
deceived  new  orders  upon  it.  They  said  his  in- 
structions could  not  warrant  him ;  they  talked  of 
calling  him  in  question  for  it,  and  of  disavowing 
what  he  had  done,  and  thereupon  of  having  re- 
course to  the  treaty  with  his  Majesty  (which  they 
flow  saw  ratified),  and  of  continuing  the  war  in 
conjunction  with  England;  and  the  rath.er,  be- 
cause they  saw  France  had  no  mind  to  venture  it, 
but  had  chosen  to  stoop  from  those  high  flights 
they  had  so  long  made  in  all  transactions  with  their 
neighbours,  either  of  war  or  peace.  But  others  of 
the  deputies^  especially  those  of  Amsterdam,  de- 
clared their  satisfaction  in  this  conclusion  at  Nime- 
guen,  argued,  that  the  weakness  of  their  confede- 
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rates,  especially  Spain,  and  the  unsteadiness  or  if* 
resolution  of  England,  had  made  the  peace  of  sdb- 
solute  necessity  to  Holland  ;  and  excused  any  pre- 
cipitation of  their  Ambassadors  in  signing  that  day, 
or  without  clear  and  positive  orders,  upon  tha 
emergency  being  so  sudden  and  surprising,  and 
the  time  so  critical,  that  the  delay  of  sending  to  tKe 
Hague  must  of  necessity  have  engaged  the  States 
in  their  obligations  of  the  late  treaty  with  England, 
and  thereby  in  a  necessity  of  continuing  the  war. 
The  truth  is,  I  never  observed,  either  in  what  I 
had  seen  or  read,  any  negotiation  managed  with 
greater  address  and  skill,  than  this  had  been  by  the 
French  in  the  whole  course  of  the  affair ;  especi^ 
ally  since  the  Prince  of  Orange's  match,  which  was 
thought  to  have  given  them  so  great  a  blow,  and  by 
force  of  conduct  was  turned  so  much  to  their  ad- 
vantage. It  is  certain  and  plain,  they  never  intend- 
ed to  continue  the  war,  if  England  should  fall  with 
such  weight  into  the  scale  of  the  confederates,  as 
the  force  of  that  kingdom  and  humour  of  the  peo- 
ple would  have  given  to  such  a  conjunction ;  and 
consequently,  that  his  Majesty  might  have  pre- 
scribed what  terms  he  pleased  of  the  peace,  du- 
ring the  whole  course  of  his  mediation :  for  besides 
the  respect  which  the  French  have  for  our  troops, 
both  horse  and  foot,  more  than  any  others,  especi- 
ally since  the  services  and  advantages  they  receiv- 
ed from  them  in  all  their  actions  against  the  Ger- 
mans ;  besides  the  terror  of  a  conjunction  between 
our  naval  forces  and  the  Dutch,  and  of  descents 
upon  their  coasts,  with  the  dangerous  influences 
that  might  make  upon  the  discontents  of  their  peo- 
ple ;  they  wisely  foresaw  another  consequence  of 
our  falling  into  this  confederacy,  which  must  un- 
avoidably have  proved  more  mortal  to  them  than 
all  the  rest,  in  two  years  time.  For  whereas  the 
wealth  of  France,  which  makes  their  greatnessr 
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arises  from  the  infinite  consumption  made,  by  so 
many  neighbouring  countries^  of  so  numy  and  rich 
commodities  as  the  native  soil  and  climate,  or  in- 
genuity of  the  pec^e  produces  in  France  \  in  case 
this  war  had  gone  on,  with  England  engaged  in  it, 
all  these  veins  of  such  infinite  treasure  bad  been 
stopped  at  once,  or  at  least  left  open  only  to  some 
parts.of  Italy,  which  neither  takes  off  their  wines, 
their  salts,  ^r  their  modes  in  habit  or  equipage^ 
that  draw  so  vast  expences  upon  all  the  provinces 
almost  of  Europe  which  lie  northward  or  France, 
and  drain  such  vast  sums  of  money  from  all  their 
neighbours,  into  that  fruitful  and  noble  kingdom, 
more  favoured  by  nature,  in  my  opinion,  than 
any  other  in  the  world :  but  the  loss  of  this  ad- 
vantage, upon  the  necessity,  folly,  or  luxury  of 
others,  must,  in  two  or  three  years  tiine,  reduce 
them  to  such  weakness  in  those  sinews  of  the  war, 
by  so  general  a  poverty  and  misery  among  their 
people,  that  there  would  need  no  other  effect  of 
such  a  general  confederacy,  to  consume  the  strength 
and  force  of  that  nation.  This  they  very  pru- 
dently foresaw,  and  never  intended  to  venture; 
but,  having  reason  to  apprehend  it  from  the  Prince 
of  Orange's  match  in  England,  they  took  it  with- 
out resentment ;  nay,  improved  it  rather  into 
new  kindness  than  quarrd,  making  use  of  the 
King's  good  nature  to  engage  him  in  a  proroga- 
tion of  the  Parliament  immediately  after ;  which 
made  it  appear,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  they 
had  stUl  the  ascendant  upon  our  Court.  They 
eluded  the  effects  of  the  message  sent  them  by  Lord 
Duras  with  his  Majesty's  scheme  of  the  peace,  by 
drawing  it  out  into  expostulations  of  kindness,  and 
so  into  treaty.  During  this  amusement  of  our 
Court,  they  plied  their  business  in  Holland  yet 
with  greater  art  and  industry,  poisoned  the  people 
there  with  jealousies  of  the  Prince's  match  in  £ng<- 
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land,  and  of  designs  from  both  upon  their  liberties 
by  a  long  and  unnecessary  continuance  of  the  war: 
They  united  the  factions  in  Amsterdam  upon  the 
scent  of  a  peace,  and  upon  their  own-  conditions, 
to  avoid  those  that  had  been  proposed  by  his  Ma^ 
jesty.  When  they  had  gained  their  point  with  the 
several  deputies  in  Holland,  they  acquainted  the 
King  with  their  being  sure  of  the  peace  on  that 
side ;  and,  by  his  Ambassador  at  Paris,  made  offers 
of  mighty  sums,  both  to  himself  and  his  chief  Mi- 
nister,  only  for  their  consent  to  such  a  peace  as  Hoi* 
land  itself  was  content  with.  When  the  States  had 
absolutely  resolved  on  the  peace,  by  the  particular 
faction  or  Amsterdam,  and  general  terror  upon  the 
French  taking  of  Ghent  and  threatening  Antwerp, 
they  esteemed  the  humour  in  Holland  so  violent 
towards  the  peace,  and  so  unsatisfied  witbthe  fluc- 
tuation of  our  counsels  in  England,  that  they  thought 
they  might  be  bold  with  them  upon  the  interests  of 
Spain,  and  so  raised  the  pretence  of  not  evacuating 
the  towns  before  the  satisfaction  of  Sweden.  And 
though  I  know  this  was  by  the  politicians  esteem- 
ed a  wrong  pace  of  France ;  yet  I  did  not  think  it 
so,  but  that  all  appearances  were  for  their  succeed- 
ing in  it.  Nor  had  they  reason  to  believe  either 
our  Court  or  Holland  would  have  resented  it  to 
that  degree  they  did ;  or  that  they  could  have  fall- 
en  into  such  close  and  sudden  measures,  and  with 
such  confidence,  as  they  happened  to  do  upon  this 
occasion  by  the  treaty  of  July  at  the  Hague.  When 
this  was  concluded,  they  made  all  the  offers  that 
could  be  at  breaking  the  force  of  it ;  by  drawing  it 
intQ  negotiation,  and  by  condescensions  to  the  States 
unusual  with  that  Crown  even  to  the  greatest  Kings. 
They  poisoned  it  by  the  dispatch  of  De  Cross,  and 
by  his  instructions,  as  well  as  artifices  and  industry, 
to  make  the  contents  of  it  public  at  the  Hague ; 
which  were  pretended  at  Court  to  be  sent  over  to 
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me  with  the  greatest  secrecy  that  could  be.  At  the 
same  time  they  made  all  the  declarations  of  not  re- 
ceding from  the  difficulties  they  had  raised,  other- 
wise than  by  treaty;  and  thereby  laid  asle^ep  all  jea- 
lousies of  the  confederates,  as  well  as  endeavours 
to  prevent  a  blow  they  did  not  believe  could  arrive, 
where  the  honour  of  France  seemed  so  far  en^ 

{jaged :  and  thus  they  cont:inued  till  the  very  day 
imited  for  their  final  declaration.  The  secret  was 
so  well  kept,  that  none  had  the  least  umbrage  of  it 
that  very  morning.  .When  they 'declared  it,  they 
left  not  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  time  enough  to 
send  to  their  Masters ;  fearing,  if  they  had,  the 
States  would  have  refused  to  sign  without  Spain, 
which  could  not  be  ready  before  the  time  must  have 
elapsed  for  incurring  the  effects  of  the  late  treaty. 
Thus  the  peace  was  gained  with  Holland.  His 
Majesty  was  excluded  from  any  fair  pretence  of  en- 
tering into  the  war,  after  the  vast  expence  of  rais- 
ing a  great  army,  and  transporting  them  into  Flan- 
ders, and  after  a  great  expectation  of  his  people 
raised,  and,  as  they  thought,  deluded.  Spain  was 
necessitated  to  accept  the  terms  that  the  Dutch  had 
negotiated  for  them ;  and  this  left  the  peace  of  the 
empire  whoUyat  the  mercy  and  discretion  of  France, 
and  the  restitution  of  Lorrain  (which  all  had  con- 
sented in)  wholly  abandoned  and  unprovided.  So 
that  I  must  again  conclude  the  conduct  of  France 
to  have  been  admirable  in  the  whole  course  of  this 
afiair,  and  the  Italian  proverb  to  continue  true,  che 
gli  pazzi  Francesi  sono  morti  Qhe  French  fools  are 
dead]].  On  the  contrary,  our  counsels  and  con- 
duct were  like  those  of  a  floating  island,  driven  one 
way  or  the  other,  according  to  the  winds  br  tides. 
The  King's  disposition  inclined  him  to  preserve  his 
measures  with  France,  and  consequently  to  pro- 
mote a  peace  which  might  break  the  present  con- 
federacy: the  humour  of  his  people  and  Parliament 
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was  violent  towards  engaging  him  in  a  war :  the 
Ministers  were  wavering  between  the  fears  of  ma- 
king their  court  ill,  or  of  drawing  upon  them  the 
heats  of  a  House  of  Commons,  whom  the  King's 
expences  made  him  always  in  need  of.  From  these 
humours  arose  those  uncertainties  in  our  counsels, 
that  no  man,  who  was  not  behind  the  curtain,  could 
tell  what  to  make  of,  and  which  appeared  to  others 
much  more  mysterious  than  indeed  they  were ;  till 
a  new  and  formidable  engine,  beginning  to  appear 
upon  the  stage,  made  the  Court  fall  into  an  abso- 
lute resolution  of  entering  into  the  war  just  when 
it  was  too  late ;  and  to  post  away  the  ratifications 
of  the  treaty  of  July,  so  as  to  arrive  the  day  after 
the  French  and  Dutch  had  signed  the  peace,  and 
after  the  King  had  given  the  States  occasion  to  be* 
lieve  he  did  not  intend  to  ratify  it,  but  that  he  had 
taken  his  measures  with  France ;  for  so  all  men  in 
Holland  concluded  from  De  Cross's  journey,  and 
the  commands  he  brought  me  for  mine  to  Nime« 
guen,  at  a  time  when  my  presence  at  the  Hague 
was  thought  the  most  necessary,  both  to  ratify  the 
treaty,  if  it  had  been  intended,  and  to  keep  the 
States  firm  to  their  resolutions  upon  it. 

Thus  ended  in  smoke  this  whole  negotiation^ 
which  was  near  raising  so  great  a  fire.  France, 
having  made  the  peace  with  Holland,  treated  all 
the  rest  of  it  with  ease  and  bisure,  as  {laying  a  sure 
game.  England^  to  avoid  a  cruel  convulsion  that 
threatened  them  at  home,  would  iain  have  gone  in- 
to the  war,  if  Holland  would  have  been  prevailed 
with  ;  but  they  could  not  trust  us  enough  to  lose 
the  present  interest  of  trade,  for  the  uncertain 
events  of  a  war  wherein  they  thought  their  neigh- 
boors  more  concerned  than  themselves. 

About  two  or  three  days  after  my  return  to  the 
Hague,  and  exchanging  the  ratifications,  came  the 
news  of  the  battle  m  Mods,  between  the  Frince  (^ 
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Orange  and  the  French  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  Luxemburg,  who  had  posted  himself  with 
the  stretigth  and  flower  of  the  French  forces  so  as 
to  prevent  the  Prince's  design  of  relieving  Mons. 
And  I  remember,  the  day  the  Dutch  peace  was 
signed  at  Nimeguen,  I  was  saying  to  the  Marshal 
d'Estrades,  that,  for  aught  I  knew,  we  might  have 
a  peace  signed,  and  a  battle  fought,  both  in  one 
day.     He  replied,  there  was  no  fear  of  it ;  for  the 
Duke  of  Luxemburg  had  writ  him  word,  he  was  so 
posted,  that  if  he  had  but  ten  thousand  men,  and 
the  Prince  forty,  yet  he  was  sure  he  would  not  be 
forced ;  whereag  ne  took  his  army  to  be  stronger 
than  that  of  the  Prince.     I  need  not  relate  an  ac- 
tion so  well  known  in  the  world ;  and  so  shall  only 
eay,  that  in  spite  of  many  disadvantages  from  an 
army  drawn  so  suddenly  together,  so  hasty  a  march 
as  that  of  the  Dutch,  and  posts  taken  with  so  much 
skill,  and  fortified  with  so  much  industry  by  the 
French,  as  was  believed,  the  Prince  upon  the  four- 
teenth of  August  attacked  them  with  a  resolution 
and  vigour  that  at  first  surprised  them,  and,  after 
an  obstinate  and  bloody  fight,  so  disordered  them, 
that  though  the  night  prevented  the  end  of  the  ac- 
tion, yet  it  was  generally  concluded,  that,  if  he  had 
been  at  liberty  next  day  to  pursue  it  with  seven  or 
eight  thousand  English  that  were  ready  to  join  his 
army,  he  must  in  all  appearance  not  only  have  re- 
lieved Mons,  but  made  such  an  impression  into 
France  as  had  been  often  designed,  but  never  at- 
tempted since  the  war  began ;  and  upon  which  a 
French  officer  present  in  it  said,  that  he  esteemed 
this  the  only  heroic  action  that  had  been  done  in 
the  whole  course  or  progress  of  it. 

But  the  morning  after  the  battle  the  Prince  re- 
ceived from  the  States  advice  of  the  peace  having 
been  signed  at  Nimeguen ;  and  thereupon  immedi- 
ately sent  a  deputy  with  the  news  of  it  to  Monsieur 
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de  Luxemburg.  After  compliments  passed  on  both 
gides,  the  Duke  desired  to  see  the  Prince  ;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  they  met  in  the  field,  at  the  head 
of  their  chief  officers,  where  all  passed  with  the  ci- 
vilities that  became  the  occasion,  and  with  great 
curiosity  of  the  French,  to  see  and  crowd  about  a 
young  rrince,  who  had  made  so  much  noise  in  the 
world,  and  had,  the  day  before,  given  life  and  vi- 
gour to  such  a  desperate  action,  as  all  men  esteem- 
ed this  battle  of  St.  Dennis.   Yet  many  reflections 
were  made  upon  it  by  the  Prince's  friends,  as  well 
as  his  enemies :  some  said  that  he  knew  the  peace 
was  signed  before  the  fight  began,  and  that  it  was 
too  great  a  venture  both  to  himself  and  the  States, 
and  too  great  a  sacrifice  to  his  own  honour,  since  it 
could  be  to  no  other  advantage :  others  laid  it  to 
the  Marquis  de  Grana,  who,  they  said,  had  inter- 
cepted and  concealed  the  States  packet  to  the 
Prince,  which  came  into  the  camp  the  day  before 
the  battle  (but  after  it  was  resolved  on),  and  that 
he  had  hopes  by  such  a  breach  of  the  peace,  even 
after  it  was  signed,  that  the  progress  of  it  would 
have  been  debated.     Whether  this  were  true  or 
no,  I  could  never  certainly  be  informed ;  but  so 
much  is,  that  the  Prince  could  not  have  ended  the 
war  with  greater  glory ;  nor  with  greater  spite,  to 
see  such  a  mighty  occasion  wrested  out  of  his  hands 
by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  signing  of  the  peace, 
which  he  had  assured  himself  the  States  would  not 
have  consented  to  without  the  Spaniards.     Yet, 
upon  the  certain  news  of  it,  he  drew  back  his  army, 
returned  to  the  Hague,  and  left  the  States  to  pur- 
sue  their  own  paces  in  order  to  finishing  the  treaty 
between  France  and  Spain,  wherein  the  Dutch  Am- 
bassadors at  Nimeguen  employed  themselves  with 
great  zeal  and  diligence,  and  no  longer  as  parties 
or  confederates,  but  as  mediators ;  whilst  Sir  Lio- 
nel, whp  continued  still  there  in  that  figure,  de-« 
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clined  the  firnction,  as  in  a  matter  wherein  he  found 
our  Court  would  not  take  any  part,  nor  allow  them- 
selves to  have  had  any  in  the  peace  between  France 
and  Holland. 

Soon  after  the  Prince's  return,  he  went  to  Dieren 
to  hunt  in  the  Veluwe,  like  a  person  that  had  lit- 
tle else  to  do :  and  I  having  occasion  to  go,  at  the 
same  time  to  Amsterdam,  he  desired  me  to  remem- 
ber him  kindly  to  Monsieur  Hoeft,  the  chief  bur- 
gomaster there,  and  tell  him,  that  he  desired  him 
to  be  no  longer  in  his  interests  than  he  should  find 
his  Highness  in  the  true  interests  of  the  State.  I 
did  so ;  and  Monsieur  Hoeft  very  frankly  and  g^^ 
nerously  bid  me  tell  the  Prince,  he  would  be;  just 
what  his  Highness  desired,  and  be  ever  firm  to  his 
interests  while  he  was  in  those  of  his  country;  but, 
if  ever  his  Highness  departed  from  them,  he  would 
be  the  first  man  to  oppose  him  ;  till  then,  he  would 
neither  censure  nor  distrust  his  conduct;  for  he 
knew  very  well,  without  mutual  trust  between  the 
Prince  and  the  States,  his  country  must  be  ruined. 
From  this  time  to  that  of  his  death.  Monsieur  Hoeft 
continued  in  the  same  mind,  and  by  his  example 
that  great  and  jealous  town  began  to  fall  into  much 
more  confidence,  not  only  of  the  Prince,  but  of  his 
whole  conduct  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  this  State. 

For  the  time  I  staid  at  Amsterdam,  I  was  every 
day  in  conversation  with  Monsieur  Hoeft,  who,  be- 
sides much  learning,  worth,  sincereness,  and  cre- 
dit in  his  town,  was  a  man  of  a  pleasant  natural  hu- 
mour; which  makes,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  agree- 
able conversation  of  all  other  ingredients,  and  much 
more  than  any  of  those  squeezed  or  forced  strains 
of  wit  that  are  in  some  places  so  much  in  request; 
though,  I  think,  commonly  the  men  that  affect 
them,  are  themselves  much  fonder  of  them  than 
any  of  the  company. 
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Dining  one  day  at  Monsieur  Hoeft^s,  and  hav- 
ing a  jgreat  c<^,  I  observed,  ever^  time  I  spit,  a 
tight  handsome  wench  (that  stood  m  the  room  with 
a  clean  cloth  in  her  hand)  was  presently  down  to 
wipe  it  up,  and  rub  the  board  clean :  somebody  at 
table  speaking  of  my  cold,  I  said,  the  most  trouble 
it  gave  me  was  to  see  the  poor  wench  take  so  much 
pains  about  it :  Monsieur  Hoeft  told  me,  it  was 
well  I  escaped  so ;  and  that  if  his  wife  had  been 
at  home,  though  I  were  an  Ambassador,  she  would 
have  turned  me  out  of  doors  &)r  fouling  her  house : 
and,  laughing  at  that  humour,  said,  there  were  two 
rooms  of  his  house  that  he  never  durst  come  into, 
and  believed  they  were  never  open  but  twice  a-year, 
to  make  them  clean.  I  said,  I  found  he  was  a  good 
patriot ;  and  not  only  in  the  interests  of  his  coun- 
try, but  in  the  customs  erf  his  town,  where  that  of 
the  wife's  governing  was,  I  heard,  a  thing  esta- 
blished.    He  replied.  It  was  true ;  and  that  all  a 
man  could  hope  for  there,  was  to  have  une  douce 
patrotme  £an  easy  governess],  and  that  his  wife  was 
so.     Another  of  the  magistrates  at  table,  who  was 
a  graver  man«  said.  Monsieur  Hoeft  was  pleasant, 
but  the  thing  was  no  more  so  intheir  town,  than  in 
any  other  place  that  he  knew  of.     Hoeft  replied 
very  briskly.  It  was  so,  and  could  not  be  otherwise, 
for  it  had  long  been  the  custom ;  and  whomever  of- 
fered to  break  it  would  have  banded  against  him, 
Bot  only  all  the  women  in  the  town,  but  all  those 
men  too  that  were  governed  by  their  wives,  which 
would  make  too  great  a  party  to  be  opposed.     In 
the  afternoon,  upon  a  visit,  and  occasion  of  what 
had  been  said  at  Monsieur  Hoeft%  many  stories 
were  tdid  of  the  strange  and  curious  cleanliness  so 
general  in  that  city;  and  some  so  extravagant  that 
my  sister  took  them  for  jest  j  when  the  Secretary  of 
Amsterdam,  that  was  of  the  company,  desiring  her 
to  look  out  of  the  window,  said.  Why,  Madam, 
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there  is  the  house  where  one  of  our  Magistrates  go- 
ing to  visit  the  mistress  of  it,  and  knocking  at  the 
door,  a  strapping  North*  Holland  lass  came  and 
opened  it ;  he  asked,  whether  her  mistress  was  at 
home  ?  she  said,  Yes ;  and  with  that  he  ofered  to 
go  in :  but  the  wench,  marking  his  shoes  were  not 
very  clean,  took  him  by  both  arms,  threw  him  upon 
her  back,  carried  him  cross  two  rooms,  set  him 
down  at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs,  pulled  ofi'  his 
shoes,  put  him  on  a  pair  of  slippers  that  stood  there; 
and  ail  this  without  saying  a  word ;  but,  when  she 
had  done,  told  him,  he  might  go  up  to  her  mistress, 
who  was  in  her  chamber. 

I  was  very  glad  to  have  a  little  diverted,  with 
such  pleasantries  as  these,  the  thoughts  of  that  busy 
scene,  in  which  I  was  so  deeply  engaged,  that  I 
will  confess  the  very  remembrance  of  it,  and  all  the 
strange  surprising  turns  of  it,  began  to  renew  those 
cruel  motions  they  had  raised  both  in  my  head  and 
heart,  whilst  I  had  so  great  and  so  sensible  a  part 
in  them.  But  to  return  where  I  left  the  thread  of 
these  aflairs. 

After  ihe  peace  of  Holland  and  France,  the  Mi- 
nisters of  the  confederates,  especially  those  of  Den- 
mark and  Brandenburg,  employed  their  last  efforts 
to  prevent  the  Spaniards  agreeing  to  their  part  of 
the  peace,  as  accepted  for  them  by  the  Dutch. 
They  exclaimed  at  their  breach  of  honour  and  in- 
terest :  that  what  was  leA;  the  Spaniards  in  Flan- 
ders, by  those  terms,  was  indefensible,  and  could 
serve  but  to  exhaust  their  men  and  treasures  to  no 
purpose :  that  the  desi^  of  France  was  only  to 
break  this  present  conrederacy  by  these  separate 
treaties,  and  so  leave  the  Spaniards  abandoned  by 
their  allies  upon  the  next  invasion ;  which  they 
would  have  reason  to  expect,  if  Spain  should  use 
them  with  as  little  regard  of  their  honour  and  trea- 
ties, as  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  seemed  to  design. 
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These  themselves  also  met  with  some  difficulties  in 
their  mediation,  by  a  pretension  raised  in  France 
upon  the  county  of  Beaumont  and  town  of  Bo- 
vignes,  which  they  did  not  find  to  have  l^een  men- 
tioned in  what  had  passed  between  the  French  and 
Dutch,  upon  the  score  of  Spain,  before  the  peace 
was  signed. 

All  these  circumstances  began  to  make  it  look 
uncertain  what  would  at  length  be  determined  by 
the  States,  as  to  their  ratifications,  which  were  like 
to  be  delayed  till  Spain  had  concluded  their  treaty, 
though  those  of  France  had  been  dispatched  so  as 
to  arrive  at  Nimeguen  the  twenty-second  of  this 
month ;  and  Monsieur  d' Avaux  commanded  from 
thence  to  the  Hague,  in  quality  of  Ambassador-ex- 
traordinary to  the  States ;  and  the  French  army 
had  retired  into  France  at  the  same  time  the  Dutch 
returned  from  before  Mons.  So  that  all  seemed, 
on  the  French  side,  resolved  to  pursue  the  peace; 
on  the  side  of  the  Empire  and  Princes  of  the  North, 
to  carry  on  the  war ;  on  the  Spaniards,  very  irre- 
solute whether  to  accept  the  peace  the  Dutch  had 
mediated  for  them,  or  no :  and  in  Holland,  it  was 
doubtful  whether  to  ratify  that  their  Ambassadors 
had  signed,  and  whether  at  least  before  the  treaty 
of  Spain  should  be  agreed. 

Whilst  the  minds  of  men  were  busied  with  dif- 
ferent reasonings  and  presages,  as  weU  as  wishes, 
upon  this  conjuncture ;  about  the  end  of  August 
Mr.  Hide  arrived  at  the  Hague  from  England, 
without  the  least  intimation  given  me  of  his  jour- 
ney, or  his  errand ;  so  that  I  was  surprised  both  to 
see  him,  and  to  hear  the  design  of  such  a  sudden 
dispatch. 

The  substance  of  it  was,  to  acquaint  the  States 
how  much  the  King  had  been  surprised  at  the  news 
of  their  Ambassadors  having  signed  a  particular 
treaty  with  France,  even  without  the  inclusion  of 
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Spain,  and  without  any  guaranty  given  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  towns  within  the  time  requisite :  to 
complain  of  this  precipitation  of  the  States ;  and  at 
the  same  time  of  the  new  pretensions  that  France 
had  advanced  upon  the  county  of  Beaumont  and 
the  town  of  Bovignes,  which  had  retarded  the  peace 
of  Spain,  and  hindered  it  from  being  concluded  at 
the  same  time  with  that  of  Holland ;  which  his  Ma« 
jesty  understood  always  to  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  States,  as  well  as  his  own.  That  for  these 
reasons  he  understood,  and  believed,  that  the  late 
treaty  of  July,  between  his  Majesty  and  the  States, 
ought  to  take  effect;  the  case  being  fallen  out  against 
which  that  was  provided,  and  both  parties  being 
thereby  obliged  to  enter  jointly  into  the  war  against 
France :  that,  if  the  States  would  hereupon  refuse 
to  ratify  the  treaty  their  Ministers  had  signed  at 
Nimeguen,  his  Majesty  offered  to  declare  war  ira- 
medis^tely  against  France,  and  carry  it  on  in  all 
points  according  to  the  articles  and  obligations  pf 
the  said  treaty  with  the  States. 

Though  Mr.  Hide  did  not  know,  or  did  not.  tell 
me,  the  true  spring  of  this  resolute  pace  that  was 
made  by  our  Court,  so  different  from  all  the  rest  in 
the  whole  course  of  this  affair,  yet  he  assured  me 
they  were  both  in  earnest,  and  very  warm  upon  the 
scent,  and  desired  nothing  so  much  as  to  enter  inpi- 
mediately  and  vigorously  into  the  war,  in  case  Hoi- 
land  would  be  persuaded  to  continue  it ;  and  that 
no  time  nor  endeavours  were  to  be  neglected  in 
pursuing  the  commission  he  brought  over,  whiqh 
was  given  jointly  to  us  both,  and  recommended  to 
me  particularly  from  Court,  with  all  the  instances 
and  earnestness  that  could  be.  When  I  carried 
him  that  very  evening  to  the  Prince  at  Honslaer- 
dyck,  and  he  acquainted  his  Highness  with  the 
whole  extent  of  his  errand  and  instructions ;  the 
Prince  received  it  very  coldly,  and  only  advised  him 
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to  give  in  a  memorial  to  the  States,  and  ask  com- 
missioners to  treat,  by  whom  he  would  find  what 
the  minds  of  the  States  were  like  to  be  upon  this 
afiair,  and  at  which  he  would  at  present  make  no 
conjecture. 

After  a  short  audience,  Mn  Hide  went  to  the 
Princess,  and  left  me  alone  with  the  Prince  ;  who, 
as  soon  as  he  was  gone,  lifted  up  his  hands  two  or 
three  times,  and  said,  ^  Was  ever  any  thing  so  hot, 
and  so  cold,  as  this  Court  of  yours  ?  Will  the  King, 
that  is  so  often  at  sea,  never  learn  a  word  that  I 
shall  never  forget  since  my  last  passage,  when,  in  a 
great  storm,  the  captain  was  all  night  crying  out 
to  the  man  at  the  helm,  Steady,  steady,  steady  ?  If 
this  dispatch  had  come  twenty  days  ago,  it  had 
changed  the  face  of  affiiirs  in  Christendom  ;  and 
the  war  might  have  been  carried  on,  till  France 
had  yielded  to  the  treaty  of  the  Irrenees,  and  left 
the  world  in  quiet  for  the  rest  of  our  lives :  as  it 
comes  now,  it  will  have- no  effect  at  aU.  At  least, 
this  is  my  opinion,  though  I  would  not  say  so  to 
Mr.  Hide.' 

After  this,  he  asked  me,  what  I  could  imagine 
was  at  the  bottom  of  this  new  heat  in  our  Court ; 
and  what  could  make  it  break  out  so  maid propos 
{[unseasonably],  after  the  dissatisfaction  they  had 
expressed  upon  the  lat^  treaty  when  it  was  first 
sent  over,  and  the  dispatch  of  De  Cross,  so  con- 
trary to  the  design  or  it.  I  told  him  very  truly, 
that  I  was  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  could  give  no  guess  at  the  motions  of  it :  and 
60  I  continued  till  some  months  after,  when  I  was 
advised,  that  the  business  of  the  plot,  which  has 
since  made  so  much  noise  in  the  world,  was  just 
then  breaking  out ;  and  that  the  Court,  to  avoid 
the  consequences  that  might  have  upon  the  ill  hu- 
mour of  the  Parliament,  which  seemed  to  rise  chiefly 
from  the  peace,  his  Majesty  resolved  to  give  them 
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the  satisfaction  they  had  so  long  desired,  of  enter- 
ing into  the  war :  which  is  all  the  account  I  can 
give  of  this  counsel  or  resolution. 

The  event  proved  answerable  to  the  judgment 
the  Prince  at  first  made  of  it;  for  though  the  States 
deputies  drew  the  matter  into  several  debates  and 
conferences  with  us,  which  filled  all  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  war  with  different  apprehensions,  and 
served  to  facilitate  the  treaty  between  France  and 
Spain;  yet  the  Pensioner  told  me  from  the  first, 
this  was  all  the  use  that  could  be  made  of  it,  and 
that  the  States  were  so  unsatisfied  with  our  whole 
conduct  in  the  business  of  the  peace,  that  though 
they  would  be  glad  to  see  us  in  the  war,  yet  they 
were  resolved  to  have  no  farther  part  in  it,  unless 
France  should  refuse  what  they  had  already  pro* 
mised  to  Spain.     However,  while  this  affair  con- 
tinued in  agitation,  during  Mr.  Hide's  stay  at  the 
Hague,  all  appearances  looked  very  different  from 
the  opinion  of  the  Prince  and  Pensioner,  who  alone 
had.  so  full  a  grasp  of  the  business  in  Holland,  as 
to  make  a  true  judgment  what  the  general  senti- 
ments there  would  determine  in.     Many  of  the  de- 
Euties  were  so  ill  satisfied  with  their  Ambassadors 
aving  signed  the  peace,  that  they  inclined  to  his 
Majesty's  proposals,  and  framed  several  articles 
against  Monsieur  Van  Beverning's  proceedings; 
whereof  some  laid  mistakes  to  his  charge;  others, 
the  omission  of  matters  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
treaty ;  and  others  more  directly,  his  having  gone 
^)eyond  his  orders  and  instructions,  particularly  in 
having  stipulated  that  the  States  should  give  their 
guaranty  for  the  neutrality  of  Spain.     And  in  this 
point,  I  doubt,  he  had  nothing  to  shew  from  his 
Masters  to  cover  him.    The  rest  seemed  rather  to 
be  raised  invidiously  at  his  conduct,  in  having  sud** 
denly  concluded  an  affair,  which  they  now  saw 
might  have  had  another  issue  if  he  had  given  it 
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more  breath ;  though,  at  that  time,  many  of  his  ac- 
cusers expected  as  little  from  ^gland  as  he  did ; 
and  with  reason  alike,  since  none  of  them  could 
imagine  any  thing  of  that  new  spring  there,  from 
which  this  violent  motion  had  begun.  Whatever 
Monsieur  Van  Beverning's  orders  or  his  proceed- 
ings had  been,  the  heats  were  so  high  against  him 
at  the  Hague,  that  many  talked,  not  only  of  dis- 
avowing what  he  had  done,  but  of  forming  a  pro- 
cess against  him  upon  it :  and,  though  in  a  short 
stay  he  made  there  upon  this  occasion,  he  had  the 
fortune  or  the  justice  to  see  his  enemies  grow  calm 
towards  him  ;  yet  he  was  not  a  little  mortified  with 
so  ill  payment  of  what  he  thought  had  been  so  good 
service  to  his  country;  and,  after  his  return  to  Ni- 
meguen,  was  observed  to  proceed  in  the  negotia- 
tions there  with  more  phlegm  and  caution  than  was 
natural  to  his  temper ;  and  less  show  of  partiality 
to  the  peace,  than  he  had  made  in  the  whole  course 
of  the  treaty* 

All  the  while  these  matters  were  in  motion  at 
the  Hague,  the  King's  forces  were  every  day  trans- 
porting into  Flanders,  as  if  the  war  were  to  be 
carried  on  with  the  greatest  certainty  and  vigour ; 
which  gave  opinion  and  heart  to  those  in  Holland 
that  disliked  the  peace.  It  raised  also  so  great  con- 
fidence in  the  Spaniards,  that  they  fell  into  all  the 
measures  they  could  with  the  confederate  Ministers 
at  Nimeguen,  to  form  difficulties  and  delays  in  the 
treaty  there,  between  that  Crown  and  France;  upon 
the  security  that  Holland  would  not  ratify  theirs, 
till  that  of  Spain  were  concluded ;  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  they  might  be  drawn  into  the  war  by 
the  violent  dispositions  which  now  appeared  in 
England,  as  well  as  in  the  confederates,  to  continue 
it.  The  Spanish  Ambassadors  laid  hold  of  all  oc- 
casions to  except  against  the  matter  or  style  of. 
those  articles  which  Holland  had  mediated  between 
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them  and  France :  they  found  difficulties  upon  the 
condition  wherein  the  several  towns  to  be  evacu- 
ated should  be  restored  to  them,  as  to  the  fortifi- 
cations that  had  been  made  in  them  by  the  French, 
and  as  to  the  artillery  and  munitions  that  were  in 
them  at  the  time  when  the  Dutch  had  agreed  upon 
those  conditions;  they  found  matter  of  dispute 
upon  the  territories  that  belonged  to  the  several 

,  towns,  and  especially  upon  the  Chatelenie  of  Aeth, 

r  which  France  had  dismembered  since  it  was  in  their 

possession,  and  had  joined  above  threescore  villages 

,  to  the  Ch&telenie  of  Tournay,  which  had  belonged 

to  Aeth,  and  were  with  that  town  transferred  by 
the  Spaniards  to  the  French,  upon  the  peace  of  Aix 
la  Chapelle:  but  the  French  pretending  now  to  re- 

\  store  it,  only  in  the  condition  they  had  left  it,  and 

not  what  they  had  found  it,  the  Spaniards  made  a 
mighty  clamour  both  at  London  and  the  Hague 
upon  this  subject,  and  complained  of  this,  among 
other  smaller  matters,  as  innovations  endeavoured 
to  be  introduced  by  France,  even  beyond  what  they 
had  themselves  proposed  to  the  Dutch,  and  agreed 
in  April  last,  which  had  been  laid  and  pursued  as 
the  very  foundation  of  the  peace. 

In  this  uncertain  state  all  matters  continued  at 
the  Hague  for  about  three  weeks,  the  opinions  of 
most  men  running  generally  against  the  peace;  as 
well  as  the  wagers  at  Amsterdam,  by  which  people 
often  imagine  the  pulse  of  the  State  is  to  be  felt 
and  judged,  though  indeed  it  be  a  sort  of  trade 
driven  by  men  that  have  little  dealing  or  success 
in  any  other,  and  is  managed  with  more  tricks 
than  the  rest  seems  to  be  in  that  scene ;  not  only 
coining  false  news  upon  the  place,  but  practising 
intelligence  from  remote  parts  to  their  purpose, 
concerting  the  same  advices  from  different  coun- 
tries, and  making  great  secret  and  mystery  of  re- 
ports that  are  raised  on  purpose  to  be  public ;  and 
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yet  by  such  devices  as  these,  not  only  the  Mragers 
at  Amsterdam  are  commonly  turnmg,  but  the  ri- 
sing and  falling  of  the  very  actions  of  the  East^ 
India  Company  are  often  and  in  a  great  meoftnre 
influenced. 

But  France  thought  the  conjmicture  too  impor- 
tant to  let  it  hover  long  in  such  uncertainties ;  and 
therefore  firs^  dispatched  a  courier  to  their  Ambas- 
sadors at  Nimeguen,  with  leave  to  satisfy  the  States 
in  those  clauses  of  their  treaty  wherein  th^  seem- 
ed to  except  justly  against  M-onsieur  Van  Bevern- 
ing*s  conduct,  and  thereby  cover  the  credit  of  that 
Minister  who  had  been  so  affectionate  an  instriir 
toent  in  the  prc^ess  of  the  treaty.  Next,  they 
gave  them  liberty  to  sc^en  a  little  of  the  rigour 
they  had  hitherto  exercised  in  the  smallest  points 
contested  with  the  Spaniards;  and  last  of  all,  they 
dispatched  an  express  to  their  Ambassadors,  witi^ 
power  to  remit  all  the  diflferences  which  obstructed 
or  retarded  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  between 
that  Crown  and  Spain,  to  the  determination  and 
arbitrage  of  the  States  themselves. 

This  was  a  pace  of  so  much  confidence  towards 
the  States,  and  appeared  such  a  testimony  of  the 
most  Christian  King's  sincerity  in  the  late  advances 
he  had  made  towards  a  peace,  that  it  had  all  the 
effect^esigned  by  it.  The  several  towns  and  pro- 
vinces proceeded  with  a  general  concurrence  to  the 
ratifications  of  the  peace,  that  they  might  lie  ready 
in  their  Ambassadors  hands  to  be  exchanged  when 
that  of  Spain  should  be  signed.  Monsieur  Van 
Beverning,  now  favoured  with  a  fair  gale  from 
home,  th^  humour  of  his  country  blowing  the  same 
Way  with  his  own  dispositions,  and  seconded  with 
the  great  facilities  that  were  given  by  France,  made 
such  a  quick  dispatch  o(  what  remained  in  contest 
upon  the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain,  that  all 
was  perfected  and  signed  by  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
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iember»  iltid  thereupon  the  Dutch  ratifications  weti 
exchanged  with  the  usual  forms^  In  all  this  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  had  no  part,  as  in  an  affiiir  disap* 
proved  by  the  King  his  Master.  The  Dutch  Am« 
bassadors  played  the  part  of  formal  mediators ;  had 
the  treaty  between  the  two  Crowns  signed  at  their 
house;  and  to6k  great  care,  by  the  choice  and  dis- 
position of  the  room  where  it  was  performed,  to 
avoid  all  punctilios  about  place,  that  might  arisd 
between  the  several  ambassadors.  Mr.  Hide  had 
the  mortification  to  return  into  England,  with  the 
entire  disappointment  of  the  design  upon  which  he 
came,  and  believed  the  Court  so  passionately  bent ; 
I  was  left  at  the  Hague  without  any  thing  more  to 
do,  than  to  perform  the  part  of  a  common  Ambas<» 
sador ;  France  was  left  in  possession  of  the  peace 
with  Holland  and  Spain,  and,  by  consequence, 
inaster  of  that  of  the  Empire  and  fiie  Nortl),  upon 
their  own  terms ;  and  England  was  left  to  busy  it^ 
eelf  about  a  fire  that  was  breaking  out  at.  home^ 
with  so  much  smoke,  and  so  much  noise ^  that,  as 
it  was  hard  to  discover  the  beginning,  so  it  was 
tnuch  har4er  to  foresee  the  end  of  it. 

After  the  peace  of  Spain  signed,  and  of  Holland 
ratified,  though  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Emperor 
Bt  Nimeguen  were  sullen,  and  those  of  Denmark 
and  Brandenburg  enraged,  yet,  by  the  application 
of  the  Dutch  Ambassadors,  the  conferences  were 
set  on  foot  between  them  and  the  French ;  and  Sir 
Lionel  received  orders  from  Court  to  return  to  his 
function,  though  the  renuiining  part  he  had  in  the 
affiiir  was  rather  that  of  a  messenger  than  a  me^ 
diator;  The  Northern  Princes  continued  their  pre^ 
parationsr  and  marches,  as  if  they  resolved  to  pur^ 
sue  the  war ;  but  at  the  same  time  ^ave  jealousieik 
to  the  Emperor  of  some  private  intelligences  or  ne- 

fotiations  of  separate  treaties  set  on  foot  between 
Irance  and  Denmark^  uid  others  between  that 

VOL.  u.  2  I 
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Crown  and:  Brandenburg,  by  Monsieur  Despense, 
an  old  servant  of  the  Elector,  but  subject  of  France. 
On  the  other  side,  France  made  great  preparations 
to  attack  the  Empire,  upon .  pretence  of  forcing 
them  into  the  terms  they  had  prescribed  for  the 

?eace ;  and  thereby  gave  so  great  terror  to  the 
^rinces  of  the  Rhine,  that  lay  first  exposed  to  the 
fury  of  their  arms,  that  the  Electors  of  Mentz  and 
Triers,  and  Duke  of  Newburg,  sent  away  in  great 
haste  to  the  States,  demanding  and  desiring  to  be 
included  by  them  in  the  peace  they  had  made,  by 
virtue  of  an  article  therein,  which  gave  them  li- 
berty within  six  weeks  to  declare  and  include  such 
as  they  should  name  for  their  allies.  But  this  was 
opposed  by  France,  and  refused  to  any  particular 
Prince  of  the  Empire,  and  allowed  only  to  the  Em- 
peror and  Empire,  if  they  should  jointly  desire  to 
be  declared  and  included  in  the  peace  as  an  ally  of 
Holland.  The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  about  the  same 
time,  seeing  the  whole  confederacy  breaking  into 
80  many  several  pieces,  and  every  one  minding  only 
how -to  shift  the  best  they  could  for  themselves, 
accepted  his  part  of  the  peace  as  France  had  carved 
it  out  for  him ;  and  chose  the  alternative  offered 
from  that  Crown  by  which  Nancy  was  to  remain  to 
France.  But  the  Emperor,  though  he  professed 
all  the  inclination  that  could  be  to  see  the  general 
peace  restored,  yet  he  pretended  not  to  suffer  the 
terms  of  it  should,  like  laws,  be  imposed  upon  him* 
He  consented  to  the  re-establishment  of  the  trea- 
ties of  Westphalia,  which  seemed  to  be  all  that 
France  insisted  on ;  but  could  not  agree  to  the 
passage  demanded  for  their  troops,  whenever  they 
found  it  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  said 
treaties ;  and  this  was  insisted  on  positively  by  the 
French.  Nor  could  the  Imperialists  yiela  to  the 
dependence  pretended  by  France  of  the  ten  towns 
of  Alsace  upon  that  Crown^  which  the  French  de» 
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inanded  as  so  left,  or  at  least  intended,  by  the 
treaty  of  Munster,  while  the  Emperor's  Ambassa- 
dors denied  either  the  fact  or  the  intention  of  that 
treaty. 

While  these  dispositions,  and  these  difficulties, 
delayed  the  treaty  of  the  Emperor,  the  ratifications 
of  Spain  were  likewise  deferred,  by  concert,  as  was 
supposed,  between  the  two  Houses  of  Austria ;  so 
as  the  terai  agreed  for  the  exchange  of  them  was 
quite  elapsed,  and  twice  renewed  or  prolonged  by 
France,  at  the  desire  of  the  States.     But,  during 
this  time,  the  French  troops  made  incursions  into 
the  richest  parts  of  Flanders,  and  which  had  been 
best  covered  in  the  time  of  the  war ;  and  there  ex-, 
acted  so  great  contributions,  and  made  such  ra- 
vages where  they  were  disputed,  that  the  Spanish 
Netherlands  were  more  ruined  between  the  signing 
of  the  peace  and  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications^ 
than  they  had  been  in  so  much  time  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  war. 

The  outcries  and  calamities  of  their  subjects  in 
Flanders,  at  length  moved  the  Spaniards  out  of 
their  slow  pace ;  but  more,  the  embroilments  of 
England  upon  the  subject  of  the  plot  which  took 
lip  the  minds  both  of  Court  and  Parliament,  and 
left  them  little  or  no  regard  for  the  course  of  fo- 
reign affairs.     This  prospect  made  Holland  the 
more  eager  upon  urging  the  peace  to  a  general 
issue ;  and  France,  making  a  wise  use  of  so  favour-^ 
able  a  conjuncture,  pressed  the  Empire,  not  only 
by  the  threats  and  preparations  of  a  sudden  inva- 
sion, but  also  by  confining  their  offers  of  the  peace 
to  certain  days,  and  raising  much  higher  demands, 
if  those  should  expire  before  the  Emperor^s  accept- 
ance. 

All  these  circumstances,  improved  by  the  dili« 
gence  and  abilities  of  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  at 
Nimeguen,  at  length  determined  the  House  of 
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Austria  to  run  the  ship  ashore^  whatever  canle  on 
it»  rather  than  keep  out  at  sea  in  so  cruel  a  atorm 
as  they  saw  idling  upon  them,  and  for  which  they 
found  themselves  so  unprovided.    The  Spanish  ra<* 
tifications  at  len^h  arrived :  and  after  the  winter 
far  spent  in  fruiUess  contest  by  the  Imperial  Am«» 
bassadors,  and  more  fruitless  hopes  from  England 
by  the  Spaniards  and  other  confederates,  Sir  Liond 
Jenkins  gave  notice,  both  to  the  Court  and  to  me^ 
that  he  looked  upon  the  treaty  between  the  £m« 
peror  and  France  to  be  as  good  as  concluded ;  and 
soon  after  I  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to  go 
immediately  away  from  the  Hague  to  Nimeguen, 
and  there  assist  as  a  mediator  at  the  signing  of  the 
peace,  which  then  appeared  to  be  general. 

I  never  obeyed  the  King  so  unwilUngly  in  my 
life,  both  upon  account  of  an  errand  so  unneces- 
sary, and,  at  best,  so  merely  formal  (which  I  never 
had  been  used  to  in  so  long  a  course  of  em]doy* 
ments] ;  and  likewise  upon  the  inclemency  of  the 
season,  which  was  never  known  so  great  in  any 
man's  memory  as  when  I  set  out  from  the  Hague. 
The  snow  was  in  many  places  where  I  passed  near 
ten  foot  deep,  and  ways  for  my  coach  K)rced  to  be 
digged  through  it ;  several  postboys  died  upon  the 
road;  and  it  was  ridiculous  to  see  people  walk 
about  with  long  icicles  from  their  noses.    I  passed 
both  the  Rhine  and  the  Waal,  with  both  coaches 
and  waggons  upon  the  ice ;  and  never  in  my  life 
suffered  so  much  from  weatiber  as  in  this  jouriiey> 
in  spite  of  all  provisions  I  could  make  agatnat  it. 
The  best  of  it  was,  that,  I  knew  all  the  way,  it  was 
neither  at  all  material  that  the  Mediators  should 
«ign  this  branch  of  the  general  peace,  having  signed 
none  of  the  other ;  nor  that  two  should  sign  it» 
when  one  alone  had  assisted  in  the  course  of  this 
negotiation  since  it  was  renewed  between  the  Eift- 
pire  and  France.    Besides,  I  was  very  90iifide£Lt  it 
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>rould  not  at  last  be  signed  by  either  of  lis ;  for  I 
could  not  believe,  when  it  came  to  the  point,  the 
Emperor's  Ambassadors  should  yield  that  of  prece- 
dence to  the  Mediators,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty,  which  they  never  consented  to  do  in  the 
whole  course  of  it :  so  that  I  looked  upon  the  fa- 
vour of  this  journey,  as  afforded  me  from  the  parti- 
cular good»will  of  some  of  my  good  friends  in  the 
foreign  committee;  taking  a  rise  from  some  in- 
stances of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  was  in  one  of 
bis  usual  agonies,  for  fear  of  being  left  in  the  way 
of  signing  alone  a  treaty,  which  he  neither  was 
pleased  with  himself,  nor  believed  many  people  in 
England  like  to  be. 

I  arrived  atNimeguen  the  end  of  January  1678-9, 
and  found  all  concluded,  and  ready  to  sign,  as  Sir 
Lionel  believed;  yet  the  Imperialists  made  a  vi- 
gorous eflfort  in  two  conferences,  after  my  arrival, 
to  gain  some  ease  in  the  points  of  Lorrain,  and  the 
dependence  of  the  ten  towns  in  Alsace,  wherein 
they  thought  themselves  the  most  hardly  used  of 
any  others,  and  in  the  first,  their  Master's  honour 
and  justice  most  concerned ;  so  as  Count  Kinski 
made  a  mien  of  absolutely  breaking,  without  some 
relief  upon  them.  But  the  French  Ambassadors 
knew  too  well  the  force  of  the  Conjuncture,  and 
the  necessity  laid  upon  the  Emperor  by  the  Dutch 
and  Spanish  peace,  to  pass  the  same  way,  or  leap 
out  or  the  window ;  and  they  were  too  skilful  not 
to  make  use  of  it,  or  to  give  any  ground  to  all  the 
instances  or  threats  of  the  Imperialisits.  These,  on 
the  other  side,  durst  not  venture  the  expiration  of 
the  last  day  given  them  by  France,  nor  the  reserve 
made  in  that  case  of  exacting  new  and  harder  terms. 
So  as  the  peace  was  signed  about  three  days  after 
my  arrival.  The  poor  Duke  of  Lorrain  thought 
liimself  pressed  with  such  hardships  upon  both  the 
alternatives,  that  he  could  not  resolve  to  accept  of 
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either ;  for,  in  that  he  had  chosen,  not  only  his 
duchy  was  dismembered  of  several  great  parts> 
wholly  cut  off,  but  the  rest  left  at  the  French  dis- 
cretion ;  who  insisted  upon  great  spaces  of  ground 
left  them  in  propriety,  quite  cross  his  country,  for 
the  march  of  their  armies,  whenever  they  should 
pretend  occasion :  so  this  noble,  but  unfortunate 
Prince,  was  left  wholly  out  of  the  treaty,  and  of 
his  country,  contrary  to  the  direct  and  repeated, 
engagements  of  the  confederates,  and  .the  inten-. 
tions  of  his  Majesty,  as  he  often  declared  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  treaty. 
.  When  it  was  ready  to  sign,  the  French  Ambas- 
sadors offered  to  yield  the  precedence  in  signing 
it  to  us  as  Mediators,  which  they  had  done  very 
frankly  in  the  whole  course  of  this  assembly ;  but 
the  Imperialists,  when  it  came  to  the  point,  down- 
right refused  it ;  and  we,  according  to  our  primi- 
tive orders,  refused  to  sign  without  it ;  and,. by  our 
offers,  gained  only  the  point  of  having  that  deter- 
mined against  us,  which  till  this  time  had  always 
remained  in  suspense. 

Whilst  I  staid  at  Nimeguen,  I  had  a  sheet  of 
paper  sent  me  from  an  unknown  hand,  written  in 
Latin,  but  in  a  style  and  character  that  discovered 
it  to  be  by  some  German :  the  subject  of  it  ,was  a 
long  comment  upon  a  quatrain  recited  out  of 
Nostredamus. 

N6  sous  les  ombres  d'une  journ^e  nocturne 

Sera  en  los  et  bont6  souverain, 
Fera  renaistre  le  sang  de  Fantique  urae 

£t  changera  en  or  le  siecle  d'airain. 

Under  the  shades  of  a  nocturnal  day  being  bom, 
In  glory  and  goodness  sovereign  shall  shine. 

Shall  cause  to  spring  again  the  blood  o'  the  ancient  uro. 
And,  into  gold,  the  brazen  age  refine. 

The  scope  of  the  whole  discourse  was  to  prove  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  being  by  it  designed  for  the 
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Crown  of  England,  and  how  much  glory  and  fell* 
city  should  attend  that  age  and  reign.    I  could  not 
but  mention  it,  because  I  thought  the  interpreta- 
tion ingeniously  found  out  and  applied,  having 
otherwise  very  little  regard  for  any  such  kind  of 
predictions,  that  are  so  apt  to  amuse  the  world. 
And  though  the  present  state  of  the  royal  family 
leave  not  this  without  appearance  of  arriving  at  one 
time  or  other,  yet  it  is  at  too  great  a  distance  for 
my  eyes,  which,  by  the  course  of  nature,  must  be 
closed  long  before  such  an  event  is  like  to  succeed. 
The  author  of  this  paper  made  the  shades  of  a  noc- 
turnal day  to  signify  the  deep  mourning  of  the 
Princess-royaPs  chamber,  with  the  lamps  hung 
about  it,  which,  by  the  windows  being  kept  shut, 
left  no  other  light  in  it  that  morning  the  Prince 
was  born  (which  was  soon  after  his  father's  death). 
Kestoring  the  blood  of  the  antient  urn,  was  that 
of  Bourbon  or  of  Charlemagne,  from  whom  the 
Prince  was  said  to  descend.     The  rest  was  only 
panegyric  upon  his  virtues,  and  the  general  praise 
should  attend  them,  and  the  golden  age  he  should 
restore. 

The  day  after  the  treaty  was  signed  I  left  Nime- 
mien,  and  returned  to  the  Hague,  after  a  cruel 
iatigue  and  expence ;  which  was  rendered  the  more 
agreeable,  when,  upon  my  going  into  England  soon 
after,  I  found  myself  in  above  seven  thousand 
pounds  in  arrear  at  the  Treasury :  and  though, 
with  much  trouble  and  delay,  and  some  worse  cir- 
cumstances (to  engage  men  that  were  more  dex- 
terous than  I  in  such  pursuits),  I  recovered  the 
rest  of  my  debt;  yet  two-and-twenty  hundred 
pounds,  due  to  me  for  this  last  embassy,  continues 
to  this  day  a  desperate  debt,  and  mark  upon  me 
how  unfit  I  am  for  a  Court ;  and  Mr.  Godolphin, 
after  having  both  said  and  writ  to  me  that  he  would 
move  to  have  my  statue  set  up  if  I  compassed  that 
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treaty,  has  sat  several  years  since  in  the  Treasury^^ 
and  seen  me  want  the  very  money  I  laid  out  of  my 
own  purse  in  that  service,  and  which  I  am  like  to 
leave  a  debt  upon  my  estate  and  family* 

I  shall  not  trouble  myself  with  observing  the  re« 
maining  i^ces  of  the  general  peace,  bv  that  of  the 
North,  which  was  left  to  be  made  at  the  mercy  of 
France.  And  though  Denmaiic  and  Brandenbuig 
looked  big,  and  spoke  hi^  for  a  time  after  the 
peace  between  the  Empire  and  France,  pretending 
they  would  defend  what  they  had  conquered  from 
the  Swedes  in  Germany ;  yet  upon  the  march  of 
the  French  troops  into  the  Brandenburg  country, 
both  those  Princes  made  what  haste  they  could  to 
finish  their  separate  treaties  with  France ;  and» 
upon  certain  sums  of  money  agreed  on,  delivere4 
up  all  they  had  gained  in  this  war  to  the  Crown  of 
Sweden.  Thus  Christendom  was  left  for  the  pre* 
sent  in  a  general  peace,  and  France  to  pursue  what 
they  could  gain  upon  their  neighbours  by  their 
pretensions  of  dependencies,  and  by  the  droit  de 
bienseame  [the  right  of  conveniency] ;  which  they 
pursued  with  such  imperious  methods,  both  against 
the  Empire  and  the  Spaniards,  as  rendered  their 
acquisitions  after  the  peace  greater,  at  least  in  com 
sequence,  than  what  they  had  gained  by  the  war  \ 
since  not  only  great  tracts  of  country,  upon  the 
score  of  dependences,  but  Strasburg  and  Luxem« 
burg  fell  as  sacrifices  to  their  ambition,  without 
any  neighbouring  Prince  or  State  concerning  them- 
selves in  their  relief  But  these  enterprises  I  leave 
to  some  others  observations. 

Very  soon  after  my  arrival  at  the  Hague^  the 
King  sent  me  orders  to  provide  for  my  return  as  soon 
as  I  could  possibly  be  ready ;  and  bid  me  acquaint 
the  Prince  and  the  States,  that  he  had  sent  for  me 
over  to  come  into  the  place  of  First  Secretary  of 
State  in  Mr.  Coventry's  room.    My  Lord  Trea- 
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'turer  writ  to  me  to  the  same  purpose,  and  with 
more  esteem  than  I  could  pretend  to  deserve,  iell«- 
ing  me,  among  other  things,  they  were  fallen  inte 
a  cruel  disease,  and  had  need  of  so  able  a  physician. 
This  put  me  in  mind  of  a  story  of  Dr.  Prujean  (the 

freatest  of  that  profession  in  our  time),  and  which 
told  my  friends  that  were  with  me  when  these 
letters  came.  A  certain  lady  came  to  the  doctor 
in  great  trouble  about  her  daughter.  Why,  what 
ails  she  ?  Alas!  doctor,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  she  has 
lost  her  humour,  her  looks,  her  stomach;  her 
strength  consumes  every  day,  so  as  we  fear  she 
cannot  live.  Why  do  not  you  marry  her  ?  Alas ! 
doctor,  that  we  would  fain  do,  and  have  offered  her 
as  cood  a  match  as  she  could  ever  expect,  but  she 
will  not  hear  df  marrying.  Is  there  no  other,  do 
you  think,  that  she  wouM  be  content  to  marry  ? 
Ah !  doctor,  that  is  it  that  troubles  us ;  for  there  is 
a  young  gentleman  we  doubt  she  loves,  that  her 
father  and  I  can  never  consent  to.  Why  look  you. 
Madam,  replies  the  doctor  gravely  (being  among  all 
his  books  in  his  closet),  then  the  case  is  this,  your 
daughter  would  marry  one  man,  and  you  would 
have  her  marry  another :  in  all  my  books  I  find  no 
jemedy  for  such  a  disease  as  this.  I  confess,  I 
esteemed  the  case  as  desperate  in  a  political  as  in 
a  natural  body,  and  as  little  to  be  attempted  by  a 
man,  who  neither  ever  had  his  own  fortune  at  heart 
(which  such  conjunctures  are  only  proper  for),  nor 
ever  could  resolve  upon  any  pursuits  of  it,  to  go 
against  either  the  true  interest  or  the  laws  of  his 
country ;  one  of  which  is  commonly  endangered 
upon  the  fatal  misfortune  of  such  divisions  in  a 
kingdom :  I  chose  therefore  to  make  my  excuses 
both  to  the  King  and  to  my  Lord  Treasurer,  and 
desired  leave  to  go  to  Florence,  and  discharge  my- 
sdf  of  a  promise  I  had  made  some  years  past  of 
a  visit  to  the  great  Duke,  the  first  time  I  had  leisure 
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from  my  public  employments.  Instead  of  granting 
this  suit,  the  JKing  sent  a  yacht  for  me,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  February  1678*9,  with  orders  to 
come  immediately  away  to  enter  upon  the  Secre- 
tary's office  about  the  same  time  with  my  Lord 
Sunderland,  who  was  brought  into  Sir  Joseiph  Wil- 
liamson's  place.  I  obeyed  his  Majesty,  and  ac- 
quainted the  Prince  and  States  with  my  journey, 
and  the  design  of  it,  according  to  his  command ; 
who  made  me  compliments  upon  both,  and  would 
have  had  me  believe,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  to  make  amends  for  the  loss  of  the  Ambassa- 
dor. But  I  told  the  Prince,  that  though  I  must 
go,  yet,  if  I  found  the  scene  what  it  appeared  to  us 
at  that  distance,  I  would  not  charge  myself  with 
that  employment  upon  aiiy  terms  that  could  be 
ofifered  me.  We  knew  very  well  in  Holland,  that 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  believed  the  plot :  that 
the  clergy,  the  city,  the  country  in  general  did  so 
too,  or  at  least  pursued  it  as  if  they  all  believed  it 
"We  knew  that  tne  King  and  some  of  the  Court  be- 
lieved nothing  of  it,  and  yet  thought  not  fit  to  own 
that  opinion :  and  the  Prince  told  me,  he  had  rea- 
son to  be  confident  that  the  King  was  in  his  heart 
a  Roman  Catholic,  though  he  durst  not  profess  it. 
For  my  own  part,  I  knew  not  what  to  believe  on 
one  side  or  the  other  j  but  thought  it  easy  to  pre- 
sage, from  such  contrary  winds  and  tides,  such  a 
storm  must  rise  as  would  tear  the  ship  in  pieces, 
whatever  hand  were  at  the  helm. 

At  nay  arrival  in  England,  about  the  latter  end 
of  February,  I  found  the  King  had  dissolved  a 
Parliament  that  had  sat  eighteen  years,  and  given 
^eat  testimonies  of  loyalty  and  compliance  with 
lis  Majesty,  till  they  broke  first  into  heats  upon  the 
French  alliances,  and  at  last  into  fiames  upon  the 
business  of  the  plot :  I  found  a  new  Parliament 
was  called ;  and  that,  to  make  way  for  a  calmer 
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session,  the  resolution  had  been  taken  at  Court  for 
the  DiJke's  going  over  into  Holland,  who  embark^' 
ed  the  day  after  my  arrival  at  London,     The  elec- 
tions of  the  ensuing  Parliament  were  so  eagerly 
pursued,  that  all  were  in  a  manner  engaged  before 
I  came  over ;  and,  by  the  dispositions  that  appear- 
ed in  both  electors  and  elected,  it  was  easy  to  pre- 
sage in  what  temper  the  Houses  were  like  to  meet : 
my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  my  Lord  Essex,  and  my 
Lord  Hallifax,  had  struck  up  with  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  resolving  tomake  use  of  his  credit 
with  the  King,  and  to  support  it  by  theirs  in  the 
Parliament :  and  though  thefirst  had  been  as  deep 
as  any  in  the  counsels  of  the  Cabal,  while  he  was 
Chancellor,  yet  all  three  had  now  fallen  in  with 
the  common  humour  against  the  Court  and  the 
Ministry,  endeavouring  to  enflame  the  discontents 
against  both ;  and  agreed  among  themselves,  that 
none  of  them  would  come  into  Court,  unless  they 
did  it  all  together ;  which  was  observed  like  other 
common  strains  of  Court  friendships.    Sir  William 
Coventry  had  the  most  credit  of  any  man  in  the. 
House  of  Commons,  and,  I  think,  the  most  deser- 
vedly, not  only  for  his  great  abilities,  but  for  hav- 
ing been  turned  out  of  the  Council  and  Treasury^ 
to  make  way  for  my  Lord  Clifford's  greatness  and 
the  designs  of  the  Cabal.     He  had  been  ever  since 
opposite  to  the  French  alliances,  and  bent  upon 
engaging  England  in  a  war  with  that  Crown,  and 
assistance  of  the  confederates;  and  was  now  ex- 
tremely dissatisfied  with  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  and  with  ,the  Ministry,  that  he  thought 
either  assisted,  or  at  leagt  might  have  prevented  it ; 
and  in  these  dispositions  he  was  like  to  be  followed 
by  the  best  and  soberest  part  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.     For  my  Lord  Treasurer  and  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, I  found  them  two  most  admirable  emblems 
of  the  true  and  so  much  admired  felicity  of '  Mi- 
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nisters  of  State:  the  last,  notwithstanding  the 
greatest  skill  of  Courts  and  the  best  turns  c^  wit  in 
particular  conversation  that  I  have  known  there, 
and  the  great  figure  he  made  in  the  first  part  of 
these  Memoirs,  was  now  grown  out  of  all  credit 
and  confidence  with  the  King,  the  Duke,  and  Prince 
of  Orange ;  and  thereby  forced  to  support  himself 
by  intrigues  with  tiie  persons  most  discontented 
against  my  Lord  Treasurer's  Ministry,  whose  great- 
ness he  so  much  envied,  and  who  was  yet  at  this 
time  in  much  worse  condition  than  himself,  though 
not  so  sensible  of  it ;  for  he  had  been  very  ill  with 
the  late  Parliament  upon  account  of  a  transaction 
with  France,  which,  though  he  had  not  approved, 
yet  he  durst  not  defend  himself  from  the  imputa- 
tion, for  fear  of  exposing  his  Master ;  he  was  nated 
by  tlie  French  Ambassador,  for  endeavouring  (as 
he  thought)  to  engage  the  King  in  a  war  with 
France ;  he  was  in  danger  of  being  pursued  by 
his  enemies  next  Parliament,  for  having  (as  they 
pretended)  made  the  peace,  and  endeavoured  to 
stifle  the  plot :  and  yet  I  found,  within  a  fortnight 
ajfter  I  arrived,  that  he  sat  very  loose  with  the  King 
his  Master,  who  told  me  several  reasons  of  that 
change ;  whereof  one  was,  his  having  brought  th^ 
business  of  the  plot  into  the  Parliament  against  bis 
absolute  command :  and,  to  complete  the  happy 
and  envied  state  of  this  Chief  Minister,  the  Duchess 
of  Portsmouth  and  Earl  of  Sunderland  were  joined 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury in  the  design  of  his  ruin.  What  a  game  so 
embroiled,  and  played  on  all  sides  with  so  much 
heat  and  passion,  Was  like  to  end  in,  no  man  could 
tell :  but  I,  that  never  had  any  thing  so  much  at 
heart  as  the  union  of  my  country,  which  I  thought 
the  only  way  to  its  greatness  and  felicity,  was  very 
unwilling  to  have  any  part  in  the  divisions  of  it; 
the  deplorable  effects  wnereof  I  had  been  too  much 
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acquainted  with  in  the  stories  of  Athens  and  Rome, 

as  well  as  of  England  and  France :  and  for  this 

reason,  though  I  was  very  much  pressed  to .  enter 

upon  the  Secretary's  office  immediately  after  my 

arrival,  yet  I  delayed  it,  by  representing  to  his 

Majesty  how  necessary  it  was  for  him  to  have  one 

of  the  Secretaries  in  the  House  of  Commons  (where 

it  had  been  usual  to  have  them  both),  and  that 

consequently  it  was  very  unfit  for  me  to  enter  upon 

that  office  before  I  got  into  the  House,  which  was 

attempted,  and  failed :  but  how  long  this  excuse 

lasted,  and  how  it  was  succeeded  by  many  new  and 

various  accidents,  and  how  I  was  prevailed  with  by 

the  King  to  have  the  part  I  had  afterwards  in  a 

new  constitution  of  council ;  and  how,  after  almost 

two  years  unsuccessful  endeavours  at  some  union, 

or  at  least  some  allay  of  the  heats  and  distempers 

between  the  King  and  his  Parliaments,  I  took  the 

resolution  of  having  no  more  to  do  with  affairs  of 

state,  will  be  the  subject  of  a  third  part  of  these 

Memoirs. 


MEMO  IRS, 

THE  THIRD  PART. 

FROM  THE  PEACE  CONCLUDED  1679, 

TO  TH£  TIMK  OT  TUB 

AUTHOR'S  RETIREMENT  FROM  PUBUC  BUSINESS. 


Et  ille  quidem  plenus  airnis  abiit,  plenus  honoribus,  illis  etiant 
quos  recusavit.  Plin.  Epist.  Lib.  ii.  Epist.  1. 


TH£ 


PREFACE. 


It  was  perfectly  in  compliance  to  some  persons, 
for  whose  opinion  I  have  great  deference,  that  I  so 
long  withheld  the  publication  of  the  following  pa- 
pers. They  seemed  to  think,  that  the  freedDm  of 
passages  in  these  Memoirs  might  give  offence  to 
several  who  were  still  alive;  and  whose  part  ift 
those  affairs,  which  are  here  related,  could  not  be 
transmitted  to  posterity  with  any  advantage  to  their 
reputation.  But,  whether  this  objection  be  in  it- 
self of  much  weight,  may  perhaps  be  disputed;  at 
least  it  should  have  little  with  me,  who  am  under 
no  restraint  in  that  particular ;  since  I  am  not  of 
an  age  to  remember  those  transactions,  nor  had 
any  acquaintance  with  those  persons  whose  coun- 
sels or  proceedings  are  condemned,  and  who  arQ 
all  of  them  now  dead. 

But,  as  this  author  is  verv  free  in  exposing  the 
weakness  and  corruptions  of  ill  Ministers,  so  ne  is 
as  ready  to  commend  the  abilities  and  virtue  of 
others,  as  may  be  observed  from  several  passages 
of  these  Memoirs ;  particularly,  of  the  late  Earlof 
Sunderland,  with  whom  the  author  continued  in 
the  most  intimate  friendship  to  his  death ;  and  who 
was  father  of  that  most  learned  and  excellent  Lord, 
now  Secretary  of  State ;  as  likewise,  of  the  present 
Earl  of  Rochester ;  and  the  Earl  of  Godolphm,  now 
Lord  Treasurer,  represented  by  this  impartial  au- 
thor as  a  person  at  that  time  deservedly  intrusted 
with  so  great  a  part  in  the  Prime  Ministry  j  an 
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office  he  now  executes  again  with  such  universal  ap* 
plause,  so  much  to  the  Queen's  honour  and  his  own, 
and  to  the  advantage  of  his  country,  as  well  as  of 
the  whole  confederacy. 

There  are  two  objections  I  have  sometimes  heard 
to  have  been  offered  against  those  Memoirs  that 
were  printed  in  the  Author's  life-time,  and  which 
these  now  published  may,  perhaps,  be  equally  lia- 
ble to.  First,  as  to  tlie  matter ;  that  the  author 
speaks  too  much  of  himself:  next,  as  to  the  style; 
that  he  affects  the  use  of  French  words,  as  well  as 
some  turns  of  expression  peculiar  to  that  language, 

I  believe,  those  who  make  the  former  criticism, 
do  not  well  consider  the  nature  of  Memoirs*  It  i^ 
to  the  French  (if  I  mistake  not)  we  chiefly  owe 
that  manner  of  writing ;  and  Sir  William  Temple 
is  not  only  the  first,  but,  I  think,  the  only  English- 
man (at  least  of  any  consequence)  who  ever  at- 
tempted  it.  The  best  French  memoirs  are  writ  by 
such  persons  as  were  the  principal  actors  in  thos^ 
transactions  they  pretend  to  relate,  whether  of  wars 
or  negotiations.  Those  of  Sir  William  Temple  are 
of  the  same  nature ;  and  therefore,  in  my  judgment, 
the  publisher  (who  sent  them  into  the  world  with- 
out the  Author's  privity),  gave  them  a  wrong  title, 
when  he  called  them  Memoirs  of  what  passed  in 
Christendom,  &c.  whereas  it  should  rather  have 
been,  Memoirs  of  the  treaty  at  Nimeguen,  which 
was  plainly  the  sense  of  the  Author,  who  in  the 
Epistle  tells  his  son,  that,  in  compliance  with  his 
desire,  he  will  leave  him  some  Memoirs  of  what 
passed  in  his  public  employments  abroad :  and  in 
the  book  itself,  when  he  deduces  an  account  of  the 
§tate  of  war  in  Christendom,  he  says  it  is  only  to 
prepare  the  reader  for  a  relation  of  that  famous 
treaty ;  where  he  and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  were  the 
only  mediators  that  continued  any  considerable 
time  i  ,and  as  the  Author  was  first  m  commission, 
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SO  in  point  of  abilities  or  credit,  either  abroad  or 
at  home,  there  was  no  sort  of  comparison  between 
the  two  persons.  Those  Memoirs  therefore  are 
properly  a  relation  of  a  general  treaty  of  peace, 
wherein  the  Author  had  the  principal,  as  well  as 
the  most  honourable  part,  in  quality  of  mediator ; 
so  that  the  frequent  mention  of  himself  seems  not 
only  excusable  but  necessary.  The  same  may  be 
offered  in  defence  of  the  following  papers,  because, 
during  the  greatest  part  of  the  penod  they  treat  of, 
the  Author  was  in  chief  confidence  with  the  King, 
his  Master.  To  which  it  may  be  added,  that,  in  the 
few  preliminary  lines  at  the  head  of  the  first  page^ 
the  Author  professes  he  writ  those  papers  for  the  sa^ 
tisfaction  oi  his  friends  hereafter,  upon  the  grounds 
of  his  retirement,  and  his  resolution  never  to  med* 
die  again  with  public  affairs. 

As  to  the  objection  against  the  style  of  tjie  for^ 
mer  Memoirs,  that  it  abounds  in  French  words  and 
turns  of  expression ;  it  is  to  be  considered,  that,  at 
the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  all  business,  either  by  wri* 
ting  or  aiscourse,  passed  in  the  French  tongue ; 
and  the  Author  having  lived  so  many  years  abroad 
in  that  and  former  embassies,  where  all  business,  as 
well  as  conversation,  ran  in  that  language,  it  was 
hardly  possible  for  him  to  write  upon  public  affairs 
without  some  tincture  of  it  in  his  style ;  though  in 
his  other  writings,  there  be  little  or  nothing  of  it 
to  be  observed ;  and,  as  he  has  often  assured  me, 
it  was  a  thing  he  never  affected ;  so,  upon  the  ob- 
jections  made  to  his  former  Memoirs,  he  blotted 
out  some  French  words  in  these,  and  placed  Eng^ 
lish  in  their  stead,  though  perhaps  not  so  signi- 
ficant. 

There  is  one  thing  proper  to  inform  the  reader, 
why  these  Memoirs  are  called  the  Third  Part,  there 
having  never  been  published  but  one  part  before, 
where,  in  the  beginning,  the  Author  mentions  a 
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former  part^  arid  in  the  conclusion  promises  a  thir^ 
The  subject  of  the  first  part  was  chiefly  the  triple 
alliance,  during  the  negotiation  of  which  my  Lord 
Arlington  was  Secretary  of  State  and  chief  Mini* 
ster :  Sir  William  Temple  often  assured  me,  he  had 
burnt  those  Memoirs ;  and  for  that  reason  was  con- 
tent his  Letters,  during  his  embassies  at  the  Hague 
and  Aix  la  Chapelle,  should  be  printed  after  his 
death  ;  in  some  manner  to  supply  that  loss. 

What  it  was  that  moved  Sir  William  Temple  to 
burn  those  first  Memoirs,  may  perhaps  be  conjee* 
tured  from  some  passages  in  the  second  part,  for- 
merly  printed :  in  one  place  the  Author  has  these 
words,  "  My  Lord  Arlington,  who  made  so  great 
a  figure  in  the  former  part  of  these  Memoirs,  was 
now  grown  out  of  all  credit,"  &c.  In  other  parts 
he  tells  us  that  Lord  was  of  the  Ministry  which  broke 
the  triple  league ;  advised  the  Dutch  war  and  French 
alliance;  and,  in  shprt,  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  those 
ruinous  measures  which  the  Court  of  England  was 
then  taking ;  so  that,  as  I  have  been  told  from  a 
good  hand,  and  as  it  seems  very  probable,  he  could 
not  think  that  Lord  a  person  fit  to  be  celebrated 
for  his  part  in  forwarding  that  famous  league  while 
he  was  Secretary  of  State,  who  had  made  such  coun- 
terpaces  to  destroy  it.  At  the  end  I  have  subjoin- 
ed an  Appendix,  containing,  besides,  one  or  two 
other  particulars,  a  Speech  of  Sir  William  Temple's 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  an  Answer  of  the 
King's  to  an  Address  of  that  House,  relating  to  the 
Bill  of  Exclusion,  both  which  are  mentioned  in 
these  Memoirs. 

I  have  only  farther  to  inform  the  reader,  that  al- 
though these  papers  were  corrected  by  the  Author, 
yet  he  had  once  intended  to  insert  some  additions 
m  several  places,  as  appeared  by  certain  hints  or 
memorandums  in  the  margin ;  but  whether  they 
were  omitted  out  of  fprgetuilness,  neglect,  or  want 
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of  health,  I  cannot  determine ;  one  passage  rela- 
ting to  Sir  William  Jones  he  was  pleased  to  tell  me, 
and  I  have  added  it  in  the  Appendix.  The  rest  I 
know  nothing  of;  but  the  thread  of  the  story  is  en- 
tire  without  them. 

JONATHAN  SWIFT, 


MEMOIRS, 


THE   THIRD   PART. 


{[Written  for  the  satisfaction  of  my  Friends  hereafter,  upon  the 
grounds  of  my  retirement,  and  resolution  never  to  meddle 
again  with  any  public  a£^irs,  from  this  present  February, 
1680-1.] 


Upon  my  retum  from  Nimeguen  to  the  Hague, 
after  the  Emperor's  Ambassadors  having  signed 
the  peace,  the  King  signified  his  pleasure  to  me, 
by  a  letter  from  my  Lord  *  Treasurer,  that  he  would 
have  me  come  over  to  enter  into  the  Secretary's 
office  in  Mr,  Coventry's  room,  according  to  the  re- 
solution he  had  taken  the  year  before,  when  he  sent 
for  me  over  into  England  from  Nimeguen  to  that 
purpose. 

I  sent  my  humble  acknowledgments  to  the  King, 
in  my  answer  to  the  Lord  Treasurer's  letter ;  but 
withal  my  humble  excuses  for  not  putting  his  Ma- 
jesty upon  the  use  of  an  old  beaten  horse,  in  such 
hard  service  as  I  took  that  station  then  to  be ;  and 
proposed  my  colleague,  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  for  that 

Purpose.  And  having  lon^  promised  the  great 
)uke,  that  I  would  make  him  a  visit  at  Florence, 
if  I  lived ;  I  turned  my  thoughts  wholly  to  get  leave 
for  that  journey,  as  soon  as  the  congress  at  Nime- 
guen should  wholly  break  up,  as  it  was  like  to  do 
some  time  that  spring,  167  8-9, 

This  gave  some  respite  at  Court  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  my  retum,  and  an  overture  for  Sir  Lionel 

*  Earl  of  Danby,  afterwards  Duke  of  Leeds. 
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Jenkins's  coming  over  in  my  room  ;  so  that  I  pre- 
pared for  a  short  return  to  Nimeguen ;  when  most 
unexpectedly  came  ayacht  to  Rotterdam,  with  let- 
ters from  my  Lord  Treasurer,  and  from  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland,  who  had  newly  succeeded  Sir  Jo- 
seph Williamson.-  And,  in  both  those  dispatches, 
there  was  a  positive  command  from  the  King,  for 
my  immediate  repair  into  England,  in  order  to  my 
entering  upon  the  Secretary's  office. 

The  King  writ  the  same  thing  at  the  same  time 
to  the  Prince,  and  gave  him  leave  to  acquaint  the 
States  with  it,  which  he  did,  as  a  thing  he  thought 
they  would  be  pleased' with  (as  he  was  himself,  and 
indeed  all  my  friends) :  though  while  I  was  forced 
to  stay  at  the  Hague,  about  a  fortnight  before  my 
embarking,  they  all  found  me  in  very  different 
thoughts,  both  upon  my  discourses  and  my  letters : 
insomuch  that  the  Prince  told  me,  he  looked  upon 
it  as  a  piece  of  predestination,  that  I  should  be  Se- 
cretary of  State  at  last,  in  spite  of  all  I  had  done 
so  long  to  avoid  it. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  England,  I  met  with  the  most 
surprising  scene  that  ever  was :  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment dissolved,  and  the  resolution  taken  for  the 
Duke's  going  into  Holland,  and  that  he  was  to  part 
next  day :  so  that  I  had  only  one  occasion  of  speak- 
ing to  him ;  when  he  told  me  with  great  freedom 
the  paces  that  had  been  made  towards  that  resolu- 
tion, much  against  his  own  opinion,  and  bid  me  re- 
member what  he  foretold  me,  that  however  this 
was  thought  likely  to  stop  the  violent  humour  then 
raised  by  the  plot,  yet  I  should  see  it  would  go  on 
next  to  my  Lord  Treasurer's  ruin,  though  he  did 
not  expect  it. 

When  the  Duke  was  gone,  and  the  Kin^  had 
told  me,  with  the  greatest  kindness  that  could  b^ 
of  his  resolution  to  have  me  Secretary ;  and  that 
I  had  no  reason  to  take  it  well,  because  he  knew 
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not  one  man  besides  in  England  that  was  fit  for  it 
upon  Mr.  Coventry's  removal :  and  on  the  other 
side,  my  friends  had  told  me,  they  had  the  money 
ready  for  me  to  lay  down,  which  was  five  thousand 
p6unds ;  I  began  to  consider  the  ground,  and  the 
journey,  and  my  own  strength  to  go  through  with 
it.  I  K)und  nothing  so  necessary  for  his  Majesty's 
afiairs  abroad,  and  those  of  Christendom,  as  great 
union  at  home ;  which  might  enable  him  to  make 
such  a  figure  as  the  preservation  of  his  allies  re- 
quired ;  and  indeed  the  general  interest  of  Christ- 
endom ;  which  seemed  to  depend  wholly  upon  his 
Majesty's  measures.  On  the  other  side,  I  never 
saw  greater  disturbance  in  men's  minds  at  home, 
than  had  been  raised  by  the  plot,  and  the  pursuit 
of  it  in  the  Parliament ;  and  observed,  that  though 
it  was  generally  believed  by  both  Houses,  by  city 
and  country,  by  clergy  and  laity ;  yet  when  1  talk- 
ed with  some  of  my  friends  in  private,  who  ought 
best  to  know  the  bottom  of  it,  they  only  concluded 
that  it  was  yet  mysterious ;  that  they  could  not 
say  the  King  believed  it }  but,  however,  that  the 
Parliament  and  nation  were  so  generally  and  strong- 
ly possessed  with  it,  that  it  must  of  necessity  be 
pursued  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it  was  so  or  no: 
and  that,  without  the  King's  uniting  with  his  peo- 
ple upon  this  point,  he  would  never  grow  either  in- 
to ease  at  home,  or  consideration  abroad. 

Upon  three  days  thought  of  this  whole  affair,  I 
concluded  it  a  scene  unfit  for  such  actors  as  I  knew 
myself  to  be ;  and  resolved  to  avoid  the  Secretary's 
place,  or  any  other  public  employment  at  home, 
my  character  abroad  still  continuing.  This  I  ac- 
quainted my  nearest  friends  with ;  ordered  the  mo- 
ney to  be  returned,  which  had  been  provided  by 
them  ;  and  fell  into  tUe  consultations  how  I  might 
get  off  this  point,  without  any  thing  that  might  ap- 
pear undutiful  or  ungrateful  to  his  Majesty. 
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The  elections  were  canvassing  for  a  new  Parlia* 
ment,  and  I  ordered  my  pretensions  so  as  they  came 
to  fail.  In  the  mean  time  I  deferred  my  entering 
into  the  Secretary's  place,  till  I  might  likewise  en- 
ter into  the  House  of  Commons,  which  both  hiil 
Majesty  and  Lord  Treasurer  were  satisfied  witbi 
though  not  Lord  Sunderland.  But  when  that  Far« 
liament  was  chosen,  and  I  not  of  the  House,  I  re- 
presented to  his  Majesty  how  unfit  it  was  to  have! 
a  Parliament  meet  without  his  having  one  Secre- 
tary of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  how  useful 
Mr.  Coventry  would  be  to  him  there ;  and  so  ob- 
tained a  respite  till  I  could  be  chosen  of  the  House; 
which  was  endeavoured  upon  each  doubtful  elec- 
tion, especially  that  at  Windsor,  but  however  coidd 
not  be  carried. 

The  short  Parliament  met,  with  the  disputes  be- 
tween the  Court  and  the  Commons  about  the  Speak- 
er, begun  indeed  upon  a  pique  between  the  Trea- 
surer and  Mr.  Seymour  [afterwards  Sir  Edward 
Seymour],  or  rather  between  my  Lady  Danby  and 
him.  However  it  was,  this  soon  ran  the  House  in- 
to such  violences  against  my  Lord  Treasurer,  as 
ended  in  his  ruin ;  first,  by  the  King's  sudden  re- 
solution to  remove  him,  then  by  the  Commons  con- 
tinuing their  pursuits  and  impeachments ;  and  last, 
by  his  Lordship's  first  concealing,  and  then  produ- 
cing, himself  in  the  face  of  this  storm,  which  end- 
ed in  the  Tower. 

After  these  heats  of  the  Commons,  which  in- 
creased  into  new  measures  and  motions  among 
them,  as  they  were  swayed  by  popular  humours 
upon  the  plot,  and  many  new  plots  laid  by  the  am- 
bitions of  private  persons,  carried  on  under  covert 
of  the  other ;  I  never  saw  any  man  more  sensible 
of  the  miserable  condition  of  his  affiiirs,  than  I 
found  his  Majesty  upon  many  discourses  with  him, 
which  my  foreign  employments  and  correspoa- 
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denc^s  made  way  fdr.  But  nothing  he  said  to  me 
moved  me  more,  than  when,  upon  the  said  pro* 
spect  of  them  all,  he  told  me,  he  had  none  left^ 
with  whom  he  could  so  much  as  speak  of  them  in 
ccmfidence,  since  my  Lord  Treasurer's  being  gone. 
And  this  gave,  I  suppose,  his  Majesty  the  occasion 
of  entering  into  more  confidence  with  me,  than  I 
could  deserve  or  expect. 

On  the  other  side  I  found,  that  the  counsel  of 
jny  Lord  Treasurer's  removal  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  and  Lord  Essex,  who 
was  then  in  the  greatest  confidence  with  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  and  by  him  and  Lord  Sunderland 
newly  brought  into  the  Treasury.     I  found  my 
Lord  Sunderland  at  least  in  compliance  with  this 
knot,  and  that  all  were  resolved  to  bring  my  Lord 
Shaftesbury  again  into  Court,  who  was  in  confi- 
dence with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Es- 
sex, and  had  a  near  relation  to  Lord  Sunderland. 
I  observed  the  great  affection  his  Majesty  had  to 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  saw  plainly  the  use 
his  Grace  intended  to  make  of  it,  in  case  he  could 
introduce  a  Ministry  at  his  own  devotion,  or  in  his 
interests :  and  this  being  a  matter  that  might  con- 
cern the  very  succession  of  the  Crown,  and  not 
only  an  injury  to  the  Duke,  but  through  him  to  his 
children,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  I  resolved 
first,  if  it  were  possible,  to  break  the  growth  of 
that  Ministry,  though  1  saw  no  men  whom  I  could 
design  to  fix  in  it,  with  any  satisfaction  or  advan- 
tage to  the  King  or  his  service.. 

On  the  other  side,  I  observed  the  Parliament  to 
grow  every  day  more  violent,  upon  the  support  they 
received  from  the  humours  raised  by  the  plot,  and 
the  incentives  given  them  by  the  ambitions  of  per- 
sons playing  tlmt  game,  I  saw  the  probability  of 
matters  growing  to  such  a  pass,  that  his  Majesty 
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might  be  forced  to  part  with  them ;  and  yet  I  saw 
not  authority  enough  left  in  the  Crown,  either  to 
do  that  without  the  venture  of  great  mischiefs,  or 
to  live  without  another  Parliament  till  the  present 
humours  might  cooL  And  both  these  considera- 
tions, meeting  together,  cast  me  upon  the  thoughts 
of  the  King's  establishing  a  new  council,  of  such 
a  constitution,  as  might  either  gain  credit  enough 
with  the  present  Parliament,  by  taking  in  so  many 
persons  of  those  who  had  most  among  them,  and 
thereby  ^ve  ease  and  quiet  both  to  the  King  and 
his  people ;  or  if,  on  the  other  side,  the  humours 
should  grow  outrageous  and  beyond  opposing,  the 
King  might  yet,  at  the  head  of  such  a  council,  with 
more  authority  and  less  hazard  of  ill  consequences, 
either  prorogue  or  dissolvethem,  as  any  necessities  of 
his  own,  or  extravagancies  of  theirs  should  require. 

For  these  ends  it  seemed  necessary  to  take  into 
the  council  some  Lords  and  Commoners  who  were 
^f  most  appearing  credit  and  sway  in  both  Houses, 
without  being  thought  either  principled  or  inter- 
ested against  the  government;  and  mix  them  with 
others  of  his  Majesty's  more  general  choice,  for 
making  up  one  half  of  the  council,  whilst  the  other 
half,  being  fifteen,  were  ever  to  be  the  present  chief 
officers  of  his  Crown  and  Household,  who  being  all 
of  his  Majesty's  known  trust,  as  well  as  choice, 
would  be  sure  to  keep  the  council  steady  to  the 
true  interest  of  his  Majesty  and  the  Crown. 

But  one  chief  regard,  necessary  to  this  constitu- 
tion, was  that  of  the  personal  riches  of  this  new 
council ;  which,  ip  revenues  of  land  or  offices,  was 
found  to  amount  to  about  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a  year ;  whereas  those  of  a  House  of  Com- 
mons are  seldom  found  to  have  exceeded  four  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds.  And  authority  is  observed 
much  to  follow  land :  and  at  the  worst,  such  a 
council  mighty  out  of  their  own  stock,  and  upon  a 
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pinch,  furnish  the  King  so  far  as  to  relieve  soma 
great  necessity  of  the  Crown. 

This  whole  matter  was  consulted  and  deduced 
upon  paper,  only  between  the  King  and  me,  and 
lasted  in  the  debate  and  digestion  about  a  month : 
but  when  the  forms  and  persons  were  agreed,  and 
his  Majesty  seemed  much  satisfied  with  the  thing, 
and  resolved  to  go  on  with  it,  I  humbly  desired 
him  not  to  take  a  resolution  of  that  importance, 
without  first  communicating  it  to  three  or  four  per- 
sons of  those  his  Majesty  could  most  rely  upon  in 
point  of  judgment,  secrecy,  and  affection  to  hi$ 
service.  The  King  resolved  I  should  go  and  com- 
municate  the  whole  scheme,  with  all  the  particu- 
lars of  it,  to  my  *  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  ounder^ 
land,  and  Lord  Essex ;  but  one  after  another;  and 
with  charge  from  him  of  the  last  secrecy ;  and 
should  bring  him  word  of  their  opinions  upon  it : 
and,  if  they  concurred  with  his,  should  appoint 
them  to  attend  his  Majesty  next  morning;  the 
Chancellor  only  entering  into  his  lodgings  by  the 
common  way,  but  the  other  two  and  I  by  the  privatd 
one  below. 

When  I  acquainted  them  with  it,  they  all  received 
it  with  equal  amazement  and  pleasure.  My  Lord 
Chancellor  said,  it  looked  like  a  thing  from  heaven, 
fallen  into  his  Majesty's  breast :  Ixyrd  Essex,  that 
it  would  leave  the  Parliament  and  nation  in  tba 
same  dispositions  to  the  King  which  he  found  at 
his  coming  in :  and  Lord  Sunderland  approved  it 
as  much  as  any. 

Next  day  we  attended  his  Majesty,  and  had  a 
very  long  audience ;  upon  which  no  difficulty  arose 
but  two,  that  were  wholly  personal.  I  had  pro- 
posed Lord  Hallifax  as  one  of  the  Lords,  whom  the 
King  had  indeed  kicked  at,  in  our  first  consulta- 

*  Finch. 
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tions,  more  than  any  of  the  rest :  but  upon  several 
representations  of  his  family,  his  abilities,  his  estate 
and  credit,  as  well  as  talent  to  ridicule  and  unravel 
whatever  he  was  spited  at,  I  thought  his  Majesty 
had  been  contented  with  it :  but,  at  this  meeting, 
he  raised  new  difficulties  upon  it,  and  appeared  a 
great  while  invincible  in  them,  though  we  all  joined 
m  the  defence  of  it :  and  at  last,  I  told  the  King, 
we  would  fall  upon  our  knees  to  gain  a  point  that 
we  all  thought  necessary  for  his  service :  and  then 
his  Majesty  consented. 

The  other  was  concerning  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who 
bad  never  been  mentioned  in  our  first  debates ;  and 
the  King  either  had  not  thought  of  him  before  upon 
this  afFafr,  or  had  not  mentioned  him  to  me,  asknow- 
ing,  upon  all  occasions  of  private  discourse  with 
his  Majes^,  what  opinion  I  had  of  that  Lord.  But 
after  my  fiord  Hallifax  had  passed,  the  King  said 
there  was  another,  who,  if  he  were  left  out,  might 
do  asmuchmischief  asany,  and  named  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury ;  to  which  the  other  three  agreed :  and  con- 
cluded further,  that  he  would  never  be  content  with 
a  counsellor's  place  among  thirty ;  and  therefore  it 
was  proposed  to  add  one  to  the  number,  by  making 
a  president,  which  should  be  he.  I  disputed  this 
point,  from  the  first  mention,  to  the  last  conclusion 
of  it,  foretelling  he  would  destroy  all  the  good  that 
we  expected  from  the  whole  constitution :  and  said 
all  that  I  could  with  so  much  earnestness,  that 
when,  by  his  Majesty*s  agreeing  with  the  other 
three,  I  saw  it  would  be  concluded,  I  walked  away 
to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  not  knowing  weU 
whether  I  should  have  gone  out  or  not,  if  the  door 
had  been  open;  but  turning  again,  I  desired  his 
Majesty  to  remember,  that  I  had  no  part  in  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  coming  into  his  council  or  his  afikirs ; 
that  his  Majesty  and  the  other  three  Lords  had  re- 
solved it  without  me  j  and  that  I  was  still  absolutely 
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against  it.  The  King  laughed,  and  turaed  my  an- 
ger into  a  jest ;  and  so  went  on  with  the  rest  of  the 
constitution  intended,  till  the  whole  was  resolvedi 
and  executed  publicly  in  Easter  1679*. 

The  night  before  the  thing  was  to  be  done,  his 
Majesty  thought  fit  to  tell  it  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth ;  having  kept  it  secret  till  then,  further  than 
to  the  four  already  named*  But  as  soon  as  the 
Duke  of  Monmoutn  knew,  though  only  in  general, 
that  the  council  should  be  changed,  he  told  it  so 
jxiany,  that  it  was  the  common  talk  next  morning; 
which  we  interpreted  either  lightness  or  vanity,  to 
have  it  thought,  that  he  had  part  in  an  affair  likely 
to  pass  so  well.  And  indeed,  when  the  thing  was 
done  in  the  forms  that  are  known,  it  was  received 
with  general  applause  in  the  country,  with  bonfires 
in  the  city,  and  the  same  in  Ireland :  in  Holland, 
the  actions  of  the  East-India  Company  rose  upon 
it  immediately,  and  very  much ;  and  the  States  de- 
signed one  of  their  best  and  most  considerable  men. 
Monsieur  Van  Lewen,  to  come  over  Minister  into 
England  upon  this  occasion.  France  alone  was 
unsatisfied  with  it,  and  Monsieur  Barillon  said  it 
was  making  des  Etats  {^States^  and  not  des  conseils 
[[councDs] ;  but  the  reasons  were  easy  to  see,  and 
so  not  much  considered. 

The  House  of  Commons  received  it  with  most  • 
coldness,  where  the  contrary  was  most  expected  : 
and  the  pretending knowers  among  them,  who  were 
not  of  the  council,  pretended  now  to  know  nothing 
of  it,  to  expect  new  revelations,  to  doubt  it  might 
be  a  new  Court-juggle,  and  to  refer  it  to  time  to 
tell  what  it  was  in  truth ;  in  the  mean  while  to  sus* 
pend  their  judgments. 

This  was  the  first  effect  of  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
good  meaning  to  the  King  andhis  affairs,  into  which 

*  See  the  Appendix* 
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he  was  entered,  but  not  with  the  personal  or  tran- 
scendent credit  he  aimed  at  with  his  Majesty,  and 
which  he  thought  those  Y^ho  had  been  authors  of 
this  new  constitution  had  the  greatest  share  in. 
This  made  him  fall  in  more  absolutely  with  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  use  all  their  endeavours 
to  raise  such  discontents  and  heats  in  the  Houses, 
upon  the  apprehensions  of  popery,  and  propositions 
to  prevent  it,  that  the  King  found  himself  soon 
upon  as  uneasy  terms  with  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment,  as  he  had  been  with  the  last ;  the  humours 
being  engaged  by  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's  pretend- 
ing among  his  patriots,  that  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth liad  so  much  credit  with  the  King,  that  his 
Majesty  desired  but  a  good  occasion  of  consenting 
to  all  the  Parliament  should  insist  on,  which  would 
be  given  him  by  their  heat  and  obstinacy,  in  so 
popular  a  point  as  that  against  popery :  and  if  that 
were  once  gained,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  he 
should  be  able  to  steer  all  the  rest,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  those  who  called  themselves  the  good  or 
the  honest  party. 

Such  a  mischief  could  never  have  grown,  if  Lord 
Shaftesbury  had  not  worked  himselfup  into  credit, 
both  in  Parliament  and  city,  by  the  appearance  of 
having  it  with  the  King,  and  in  the  council  where 
he  was  president ;  and  by  the  infusions  given  of  his 
having  or  growing  yet  into  greater  by  a  more  se- 
cret spring,  which  was  the  interest  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  and  the  kindness  of  his  Majesty  in- 
creasing, as  appeared  since  the  Duke's  absence.  I 
cannot  believe  but  all  this  would  have  been  avoid- 
ed, if,  upon  the  new  constitution.  Lord  Shaftesbury 
had  been  left  out,  as  a  person  marked  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  never  to  enter  more  into  his  affairs  or 
confidence ;  which  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
from  his  very  first  entrance  upon  public  stages,  if 
exaniined  never  ^o  strictly,  would  have  given  good 
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j^round  for.  But  this  fate,  as  I  could  not  prevent 
by  all  my  endeavours,  so  I  had  foretold  it  his  Ma- 
jesty the  year  before :  when,  upon  my  eomitig  over, 
the  King  had  fallen  into  all  the  violent  expressions 
that  could  be  against  him ;  I  told  his  Majesty,  that, 
with  his  good  leave,  I  would  hold  any  wager,  I 
should  yet  see  that  Lord  again  in  his  business ;  and 
when  the  King  asked  me  what  made  me  think  so, 
I  said,  because  1  knew  he  was  restless  while  he  wa» 
out,  and  would  try  every  door  to  get  in  ;  had  wit 
and  industry  to  find  out  the  ways;  and,  when 
money  would  work,  had  as  much  as  any  body  to 
bestow,  and  skill  enough  to  know  where  to  place  it. 

This  turn  in  the  King's  affairs,  upon  this  new 
constitution,  gave  me  so  great  a  vexation,  and  so 
ill  a  prospect,  that,  having  delayed  the  time  pre- 
scribed  for  every  man's  receiving  the  sacrament 
according  to  law,  after  his  entrance  into  public  em- 
ployment, till  it  was  very  near  expired;  I  once  re- 
solved, by  that  omission,  to  make  myself  absolutely 
incapable  of  bearing  any  for  the  future ;  and  was 
not  persuaded  to  lay  aside  that  thought  till  after 
long  debates  upon  it  with  my  wife  and  sister  here 
at  Sheen :  but  that  matter  passed  in  form,  and  I  con- 
tinued barely  of  the  council,  with  a  resolution  of 
not  entering  upon  the  Secretary's  office,  though 
often  and  earnestly  urged  to  it  by  Lord  Sunderland, 
with  others  of  my  friends. 

Upon  the  new  constitution  of  the  council,  my 
Lord  Sunderland  had,  by  Mr.  Sidney,  desired  that 
we  two  might  join  together  in  perfect  confidence, 
and  distinct  from  any  others  in  the  course  of  the 
King's  affairs,  whether  I  would  enter  into  the  otheii* 
Secretary's  office,  or  no ;  which  I  said  I  was  very 
willing  to  embrace,  though  I  knew  no  need  of  it, 
considering  how  much  the  general  affairs  were  de- 
volved upon  the  council,  or  the  particular  commit- 
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tees,  and  how  much  I  thought  it  was  fit  that  they 
should  continueso,  without  running  intoany  private 
channels.  This  confidence  had  not  run  on  above 
a  fortnight,  when  my  Lord  Sunderland  asked  me, 
if  I  were  willing  my  Lord  Essex  should  be  received 
into  it ;  which  I  consented  to,  though  with  intima- 
tion to  Lord  Sunderland  of  the  opinion  I  had  (for 
some  tiitie  of  late)  of  Lord  Essex,  whom  I  thought 
I  knew  better  than  he  did.  So  we  met,  for  a  while, 
once  a  day  by  turns,  at  each  of  our  houses,  and 
consulted  upon  the  chief  affairs  that  were  then  on 
the  anvil,  and  how  they  might  be  best  prepared  for 
the  Parliament  or  the  Council :  but  matters  grow- 
ing very  untoward,  by  thepractices  of  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  cover  at  least, 
and  upon  the  ill  humour  of  the  House  of  Commons 
about  the  business  of  religion ;  and  my  Lord  Hal- 
lifax  appearing  unsatisfied,  by  observing  where  the 
King's  confidence  was ;  I  proposed  to  my  Lords 
Sunderland  and  Essex^  to  receive  him  into  all  our 
consultations ;  which  I  thought  would  both  enter 
him  into  credit  with  the  King,  and  give  us  more 
ease  in  the  course  of  his  affairs.  Lord  Essex  re- 
ceived this  overture  with  his  usual  dryness ;  Lord 
Sunderland  opposed  it  a  good  deal,  and  told  me,  I 
should  not  find  Lord  Hallifax  the  person  I  took 
him  for,  but  one  that  could  draw  with  nobody,  and 
still  climbing  up  to  the  top  himself.  However,  I 
continued  resolute  in  pressing  it;  and  so  at  length 
the  thing  was  concluded,  and  we  fell  all  four  toge- 
ther into  the  usual  meetings  and  consultations. 

The  chief  matters  that  lay  before  the  King  at  that 
time  werje,  first,  the  satisfaction  of  his  pe<q)le  by 
fidling  into  some  mieasures  vnth  the  Parliament  that 
might  enable  him  to  look  abroad  in  such  a  figure 
asbecame  the  Crown  of  England,  and  w;^  necessary 
for  pi?eventing  the  common  &aii  of  a  new  invasion 
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of  France  upon  Flanders  or  Holland,  which  looked 
very  deifeperate  without  some  strong  and  resolute 
protection  from  England. 

The  second  was  a  resolution  to  be  taken  in  an- 
swer  to  the  instances  made  by  Monsieur  Van  Lew- 
en  from  the  States,  about  a  new  guaranty  to  be 
given  upon  the  late  general  peace  by  his  Majesty, 
particularly  to  Spain  in  the  business  of  Flanders. 

The  third  was  the  giving  some  ease  to  Scotland, 
where  the  humours  began  to  swell  about  this  timie} 
and  which  we  conceived  could  be  no  way  done 
so  easily,  as  by  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauder- 
dale ;  a  man  too  much  hated  both  here  and  there, 
to  be  fit  for  the  temper  his  Majesty  seemed  resolved 
to  use  in  his  affairs. 

For  this  last,  we  could  not  upon  any  terms  ob- 
tain it  of  the  King,  by  all  the  arguments  used  (both 
jointly  and  severally)  by  us  all  four ;  the  King's 
defence  being  a  very  true  one^  that  we  none  of  us 
knew  Scotland  so  well  as  his  Majesty  himself. 

For  the  second,  we  easily  agreed  upon  the  mea- 
sures that  seemed  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  States,  and  the  safety  of  Flanders ;  being  all 
four  of  the  committee,  where  all  the  foreign  aftairs 
were  consulted;  and  taking  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion 
of  this  treaty  with  Holland,  at  a  meeting  for  that 
purpose,  at  my  Lord  Hallifax's  house ;  which  was 
the  only  time  I  ever  had  any  thing  to  do,  or  so 
much  as  talk,  with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  further 
than  the  councir chamber. 

For  the  first  thing,  which  was  the  most  impor- 
tant, we  found  it  more  perplexed  than  we  could 
imagine.  Both  Houses  of  Parliament  seemed  to 
have  no  eyes,  but  for  the  dangers  of  popery  upon 
the  Duke's  succession  to  the  Crown ;  which  hu- 
mour was  blown  up  by  all  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
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the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury. 
The  King  seemed  willing  to  secure  them  all  that 
Gould  be  against  those  fears,  without  changing  the 
laws  in  point  of  succession.  *  The  House  of  Com- 
mons were  busy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  secure 
this  point,  but  could  agree  on  none ;  being  still 
diverted  from  fixing  on  any  by  Lord  Saftesbury's 
practices.  The  council  fell  upon  the  same  scent 
with  great  earnestness  and  endeavour ;  and,  after 
much  hammering,  agreed  upon  many  heads  to  be 
ofieredtheParliament,  which  are  commonly  enough 
known. 

These  expedients  were  agreed  to  by  all  the  coun- 
cil, except  my  Lord  Shafte^ury  and  me ;  who  were 
against  them,  upon  very  different  grounds.  Mine 
were  two ;  first,  because  I  believed,  that  nothing 
that  came  first  from  the  King  upon  these  points 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Commons ;  who,  if  they 
would  be  satisfied  at  all,  I  thought  should  first  agree 
upon  what,  and  leave  it  to  the  King  to  take  or  re- 
fuse. The  second  was,  that  as  I  did  not  see  any  cer- 
tain ease  these  expedients  would  give  the  King, 
though  agreed  to  by  the  Houses ;  so  it  was  evident 
to  all  men,  that  they  would  leave  the  Crown  after 
him  in  shackles,  which,  put  on  upon  the  Duke's 
occasion,  and  in  his  time,  would  notbe  easily  knock- 
ed off  by  any  successor.  My  Lord  Shaflesbur/s 
ground  was  plain,  and  so  expressed  by  him  upon 
all  occasions ;  which  was,  that  there  could  be  no 
security  against  the  Duke,  if  once  in  possession  of 
the  Crown ;  and  this  being  well  infused  by  his  and 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  friends  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  occasioned  their  sullen  rejecting  all 
the  expedients  offered  them  by  the  King,  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  proceedings  of  the  late 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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House  of  Commons,  and  the  strange  disorders 
wherein  they  have  left  affairs  at  home,  and  thereby 
the  desperate  condition  of  affairs  abroad. 

During  all  these  transactions  the  three  Lords  and 
I  continued  our  constant  meetings  and  consulta- 
tions ;  and  with  so  much  union,  and  so  disinterest- 
ed endeavours  for  the  general  good  of  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  kingdom's,  that  I  could  not  but  say 
to  them,  at  the  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that 
we  four  were  either  the  four  honestest  men  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  greatest  knaves ;  for  we  made  one 
another  at  least  believe,  that  we  were  the  honestest 
men  in  the  world. 

But  this  conjunction  held  not  long :  for,  after 
the  Houses  rejectinjsf  the  expedients  offered  by  the 
King  and  Coinca,  my  Lord  Shaftesbun^  finding 
himself  neither  in  confidence  with  the  King,  nor 
credit  in  the  Council,  turned  all  his  practices  and 
hopes  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  inflamed  them 
to  that  degree,  as  made  the  three  Lords  of  my  com- 
merce begin  to  grow  uneasy,  and  to  cast  about 
which  way  they  might  lay  this  storm.  At  length 
my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  Lord  Essex  and 
Lord  Hallifax  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  in  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord 
Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion  of  affairs,  con- 
sidering the  influence  they  had  upon  the  House ; 
and  for  this  end  to  agree  with  them  in  the  banish- 
ment of  the  Duke,  either  for  a  certain  term,  or 
during  the  King's  life ;  and  desired  toknow  whether 
I  would  fall  into  it  with  them,  and  join  in  bringing 
it  about  with  the  King.  I  told  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land  positively  I  would  not:  for,  first,  I  would 
never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaflesbury ;  and  next,  I  would 
never  enter  into  matters  of  difference  between  the 
King  and  his  brother ;  having  upon  several  occa- 
sions told  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  I 
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could  towards  the  union  of  the  whole  royal  family ; 
but  never  would  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  divi- 
sions of  it ;  and  no  man  should  ever  reproach  me 
with  breaking  my  word,  and  much  less  the  King 
or  the  Duke. 

This  was  peremptory,  and  so  it  ended;  and 
thereupon  the  three  Lords  fell  into  meetings  and 
consultations  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  which  I  knew  nothing  of,  and 
began  to  come  less  to  council,  and  to  meet  no  more 
with  my  usual  company,  but  upon  occasion,  and 
without  the  first  confidence ;  but  we  still  continued 
our  kindness  wherever  we  met,  without  my  enqui- 
ring, or  they  communicating,  what  passed  in  their 
new  consultations. 

But  this  lasted  not  long  neither ;  for,  within  a 
fortnight  or  little  more,  they  began  to  find  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury  unrea- 
sonable, and  like  to  prevail  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  to  endeavour  bringing  the  King  into  ne- 
cessities of  yielding  all  points  to  them,  and  thereby 
leaving  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury absolutely  at  the  head  of  all  afiairs ;  so  that 
the  three  Lords  began  to  make  their  complaints  of 
it,  and  to  fall  upon  the  thoughts  of  proroguing  the 
Parliament,  as  the  only  remedy  left  in  the  present 
distemper.  I  agreed  with  them  in  this  overture, 
and  the  rather,  because  I  foresaw  it  would  abso^ 
lutely  break  the  three  Lords  from  all  commerce 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury :  and  so  we  agreed  to  propose  it  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  that  it  should  be  debated  and  resolved 
at  council ;  where  the  chief  officers  depending  upK>ii 
the  King  being  one  half  of  the  council,  and  join- 
ing with  others  of  us  that  were  of  his  more  indif- 
ferent choice,  we  concluded  the  resolution  could 
not  fail  to  be  taken  by  the  majority  of  the  council; 
if  the  reasons  and  necessity  of  it  should  not  prei- 
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vail  with  some  of  those  who  seemed  most  in  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury's  confidence,  to  leave  him  upon 
this  occasion.  And  in  this  resolution  we  parted, 
and  appointed  to  meet  again  two  days  after  for  the 
fixing  it  with  his  Majesty,  upon  my  engaging  to  go 
for  so  long  down  into  the  country,  where  I  staid 
my  two  days,  and  came  up  the  third  morning  early. 
Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  my  Lord  Sunderland 
had  called  or  sent  several  times  to  my  house  the 
night  before,  and  left  word  that  he  must  needs 
speak  with  me  as  soon  as  I  came  to  town.  I  sent 
immediately  to  Whitehall,  but  found  his  Lordship 
was  gone  already  with  the  King  to  the  House  of 
Lords ;  whereupon  I  went  to  Lord  Essex,  who  was 
nearest  me,  and  asked  whether  any  thing  new  had 
happeiiecL  He  told  me  that  the  King  had  found 
out  ther^were  remonstrances  ready  prepared  in 
the  Hopse  of  Commons,  to  infiame  the  city  and 
nation  upon  the  points  of  plot  and  popery ;  and 
that  their  three  Lordships  having  upon  it  consulted 
with  his  Majesty,  he  had  resolved  the  Parliament 
should  be  prorogued  that  morning,  upon  the  King's 
coming  to  the  House,  and  that  it  could  not  be  al* 
lowed  time  or  vent  by  a  debate  of  council ;  which, 
for  my  part,  I  thought  an  ill  omission,  and  that  it 
ought  to  have  the  authority  of  the  King  with  ad- 
vice of  his  council,  according  to  the  usual  forms : 
but  it  passed  otherwise,  and  with  very  great  re- 
sentment of  both  Houses ;  and  such  rage  of  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  he  said  upon  it  aloud  in  the 
House,  that  he  would  have  the  heads  of  those  who 
were  the  advisers  of  this  prorogation. 

During  this  session  of  Parliament,  I  had  several 
notices  given  me  of  a  practice  set  on  foot  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  impeaching  me  as  one  that^ 
had  been  an  instrument  of  making  the  general 
peace ;  and  this  was  urged  by  stories,  of  being  a 
man  of  arbitrary  principles,  and  one  th^t  had  writ* 
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ten  several  things,  though  without  name,  against 
the  constitution  of  Parliaments,  and  in  favour  of 
popery :  and  this  went  so  far,  that  *  Mr.  Moun- 
tague  went  a  great  way  from  man  to  man  in  the 
House,  to  know  whether,  if  such  an  accusation 
were  brought  in,  they  would  be  against  me.  Se- 
veral went  into  it  upon  hatred  to  the  late  Trea- 
surer,  whose  friend  they  took  me  to  be,  and  upon 
envy  at  my  being  designed  for  Secretary  of  State ; 
but  yet  in  no  such  numbers  that  Mr.  Mountague 
could  hope  to  make  any  thing  of  it :  and  when 
some  of  my  friends  acquainted  me  with  it,  I  only 
desired  them  to  obtain  leave  of  the  House,  that  I 
might  hear  my  accusation  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
and  assured  them  that  I  should  be  ^lad  to  have 
that  occasion  of  telling  there  both  Mr.  Mounta- 
gue's  story  and  my  own.  This  fell  j  but  upon  the 
knowledge  of  these  practices,  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land and  Mr.  t  Sydney,  who  thought  that  a  man, 
who  had  such  a  part  In  the  King's  affairs,  ought  to 
stand  as  well  as  he  could  with  tiiie  House  of  Com- 
mons, pressed  me  to  suffer  several  small  things  I 
had  formerly  written,  and  of  which  copies  had  run, 
to  be  then  printed,  as  they  were,  under  the  tide 
of  Miscellanea.  They  thought,  by  that  publication, 
men  would  see  I  was  not  a  man  of  the  dangerous 
principles  pretended;  and  I  might  assure  the  world 
of  being  author  of  no  books  that  had  not  my  name. 
The  thing  seemed  to  pass  well  enough ;  only  Lord 
Hallifax,  commending  them  to  me  in  general,  told 
me  as  a  friend,  that  I  should  take  heedof  carryii^ 
too  far  that  principle  of  paternal  dominion  (which 
was  deduced  in  the  essay  Qf  Government),  for  fear 
of  destroying  the  rights  of  the  people.  So  tender 
was  every  body  of  tnose  points  at  that  time. 

*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Mountague. 
f  Afterwards  Earl  of  Rumoey. 
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The  three  Lords  and  t  went  on  unanimous  in . 
our  consultations ;  considering  how  to  make  way 
for  a  calmer  and  better-tempered  session  of  Par- 
liament, after  the  short  prorogation  which  had  been 
made.  To  which  purpose  we  again  endeavoured 
the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  or  at  least 
the  admission  of  other  Nobles  of  Scotland  into  those 
affairs.  We  concluded  the  measures  with  Holland 
in  all  points,  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  Ambassa- 
dor ;  and  thought  of  such  acts  of  council,  as  might 
express  his  Majesty's  care  for  suppressing  popery 
even  in  the  intervals  of  Parliament.  We  only  dis- 
agreed in  one  point,  which  was  the  leaving  some 
priests  to  the  law  upon  the  accusation  of  being 
priests  only,  as  the  House  of  Commons  had  de- 
sired ;  which  I  thought  wholly  unjust,  without 
giving  them  public  warning  by  proclamation  to 
be  gone,  or  expect  the  penalties  of  law  within 
such  a  time;  since  the  connivances  had  lasted 
now  through  three  Kings  reigns :  .upon  this  point 
Lord  Hallifax  and  I  had  so  sharp  a  debate  at  Lord 
Sunderland's  lodgings,  that  he  told  me,  if  I  would 
not  concur  in  points  which  were  so  necessary  for 
the  people's  satisfaction,  he  would  tell  every  body 
I  was  a  papist :  and  upon  his  affirming  tnat  the 
plot  must  be  handled  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it 
were  so  or  no,  in  those  points  that  were  so  gene- 
rally believed  by  city  or  country  as  well  as  both 
Houses ;  I  replied,  with  some  heat,  that  the  plot 
was  a  matter  long  on  foot  before  I  came  over  into 
England;  that  to  understand  it,  one  must  have 
been  here  to  observe  all  the  motions  of  it ;  which 
not  having  done,  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it :  in  other  things  I  was  content  to  join  with  them, 
where  they  thought  I  could  be  of  use  to  the  King's 
service ;  and  where  they  thought  there  was  none, 
I  was  very  willing  to  be  excused  j  and  very  glad 
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to  leave  his  Majesty's  aflairs  in  so  good  hands  as 
theirs. 

Notwithstanding  some  such  differences  between 
me  and  the  three  Lords,  yet  we  continued  our  con- 
sultations and^confidence ;  and  two  of  them,.  Lord 
Sunderland  and  Hallifax,  pressed  me  extremely 
about  this  time  to  come  into  the  Secretary's  place. 
Lord  Hallifax  particularly  offering  to  bring  it  to  a 
point  with  his  uncle  Coventry  upon  the  money 
that  was  to  be  paid ;  pretending  to  be  very  desi- 
rous to  see  me  posted  there ;  and  professing  to  grow 
weary  of  the  business,  since  he  could  find  no  tem- 
per like  to  grow  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament 
between  the  King  and  them.  For  since  the  last 
prorogation.  Lord  Shaftesbury  had  been  busy  in 
preparing  fuel  for  next  session,  not  without  perpe^ 
tual  appearance  of  ill  humour  at  council,  which 
broke  into  spiteful  repartees  often  betwixt  him  and 
Lord  Hallifax.  And  on  the  other  side,  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  had  broken  all  measures  with  Lord 
Essex,  with  whom  he  had  been  long  in  the  last 
confidence :  so  as  this  grew  to  a  spited  quarrel  be- 
tween these  four ;  and  though  commonly  smother- 
ed when  they  met,  yet  not  without  smoke  appear>- 
ing  where  they  were  observed. 

In  this  conaition  of  afiairs  the  rebellion  in  Scot* 
land  broke  out ;  upon  which  it  was  pleasant  to  ob- 
serve the  counterpaces  that  were  made.  The  King 
was  for  suppressing  it  immediately,  by  forces  from 
hence  to  be  dispatched  and  joined  with  those  in 
Scotland,  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  to  go  and 
command  them  all.  Lord  Shaftesbury  shewed 
plainly  at  council,  and  in  other  places,  that  he  waft 
unwilling  this  rising  should  be  wholly  or  too  sooa 
suppressed,  or  otherwise  than  by  his  friends  in 
Scotland,  who  might  be  thereby  introduced  into 
the  direction  of  amirs  there,  with  the  removal  of 
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the  Duke  of  Lauderdale :  yet,  on  the  other  side, 
he  was  willing  to  see  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  grow 
great  by  such  a  command  of  the  King's  forces,  both 
English  and  Scots ;  and  agreed  with  that  Duke, 
to  put  the  King  upon  another  project  at  the  same 
time,  and  to  the  same  end,  which  was  (upon  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth's  carrying  so  many  of  the 
forces  here  into  Scotland)  to  raise  a  troop  of  two 
hundred  gentlemen  for  the  guard  and  safety  of  the 
King's  person,  whereof  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
to  be  captain;  and  which  was  to  be  composed 
chiefly  of  officers  who  were  out  of  employment, 
and  whose  merits  were  best  known  to  the  Duke  pf 
Monmouth. 

On  the  other  side,  Lord  Essex,  though  he  agreed 
with  the  King's  opinion,  to  have  the  Scots  insur- 
rection  suppressed ;  yet  he  had  a  mind  it  should 
be  done  by  the  Scots,  to  prevent  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth's  growing  greater  than  he  yet  was  by 
that  command ;  especially  if  it  should  be  followed 
with  success.  And  though  he  would  not  oppose 
his  Majesty  in  his  resolution  of  sending  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  upon  this  expedition ;  yet  he  did 
verv  openly  the  other  design,  which  the  King  himr 
self  seemed  much  bent  upon,  as  well  as  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  to  raise  the  troop  of  two  hundred 
gentlemen.  The  other  two  Lords  and  I  fell  in 
with  him  in  this  last ;  though  Lord  Essex  was  most 
instrumental  in  breaking  it,  by  raising  invincible 
difficulties  in  the  Treasury,  where  he  was  at  the 
head ;  so  as,  upon  composition,  money  was  found 
for  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  marching  into  Scot- 
land, and  with  great  ease  to  him  in  his  personal 
pretensions ;  and  the  new  troop  was  let  fail  upon 
want  of  money. 

The  Duke  of  Monmouth  went  into  Scotland ; 
succeeded ;  took  the  body  of  rebels ;  suppressed . 
absolutely  the  rebellion }  ordered  the  punishment 
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of  some ;  gave  pardon  to  the  rest ;  returned  in 
triumph ;  was  received  with  great  applauses  and 
court  from  all ;  with  great  appearance  of  kindness 
and  credit  by  the  King,  who  was  now  removed 
to  Windsor,  and  the  Council  to  Hampton-Court, 
where  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  was  received. 

The  term  of  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  drew 
near  expiring,  and  all  agreed  that  a  session  could 
not  conveniently  begin  before  October :  and  a  day 
was  appointed  for  considering  that  matter  at  coun- 
cil. The  Duke  of  Monmouth  was  greater  than 
ever :  Lord  Shaftesbury  reckoned  upon  being  so 
too,  upon  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  at 
the  cost  of  those  whom  he  took  to  be  the  authors 
of  the  last  prorogation :  Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax 
looked  upon  themselves  as  most  in  his  danger,  and 
aimed  at  by  Lord  Shaftesbury's  threats,  and  out  of 
all  measures  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.  This 
induced  a  consultation  among  us,  whether,  consi- 
dering the  distempers  of  the  present  Parliament, 
the  best  course  were  not  to  dissolve  it,  and  have 
another  called  in  October ;  wherein  the  three  Lords 
and  I  agreed ;  and  the  King  was  perfectly  of  the 
same  mind,  considering  with  what  distempers  that 
Parliament  both  began  and  continued.  So  it  was 
resolved,  that  the  King  should  propose,  at  next 
council,  whether  it  were  best  to  prorogue  that  Par- 
liament, or  dissolve  it,  and  at  the  same  time  call 
another;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  the  other  chief  oflScers  depending 
upon  the  King,  should  be  acquainted  with  his  mind, 
either  by  his  Majesty  or  the  three  Lords.  For, 
since  the  King's  going  to  Windsor,  I  continued  at 
Sheen,  and  only  went  to  Hampton-Court  on  coun- 
cil-days ;  though  the  three  Lords  came  often  to  me, 
and  pressed  me  as  often  to  come  as  they  did  to 
Court;  and  Lord  Hallifax  protested  he  would  bum 
my  house,  and  that  if  I  would  not  enter  upon  the 
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Secretary's  office,  his  uncle  Coventry  would  look 
out  for  some  other  chapman ;  for  as  soon  as  he  had 
found  one,  he  was  resolved  to  part  with  it.  I  told 
him  I  was  very  willing,  and  would  speak  to  the 
King,  that  his  market  should  not  be  spoiled  upon 
any  occasion.  Whether  his  Lordship  believed  me 
or  no,  I  did  so,  and  desired  his  Majesty  to  think 
of  some  other  for  that  place ;  for  my  ill  health  in- 
creasing with  my  age,  made  me  find  myself  unable 
to  go  through  with  the  toils  of  that  office,  if  exe- 
cuted in  the  forms  and  with  the  attendance  it  re- 
quired* The  King  told  me,  he  could  not  consent 
to  it ;  that  if  he  should,  he  knew  not  a  man  in  Eng- 
land fit  for  it  besides  me,  so  that  I  had  no  reason 
to  take  it  kindly  of  him.  I  desired  his  Majesty  to 
give  me  leave,  and  I  would  propose  three  persons, 
of  which  I  would  undertake  every  one  should  be 
fitter  than  I.  The  King  would  not  so  much  as  hear 
me  name  them ;  but  told  me,  it  was  a  point  he  had 
been  so  long  fixed  in,  that  he  could  not  change  hi^ 
resolution. 

In  our  last  meeting  we  had  calculated  how  many 
at  council  could,  in  any  probability,  oppose  the  dis- 
solving of  the  present  Parliament,  and  calling  an. 
other ;  and  we  had  concluded,  there  could  not  be 
above  six  in  the  whole  council  that  could  be  against 
it  at  the  most ;  which  we  thought  would  be  a  great 
support  to  the  King's  resolution,  against  all  the  ex- 
clamations •  we  expected  from  Lord  Shaftesbury 
knd  his  friends ;  and  at  least,  that  it  would  be  safe: 
against  the  consequences  which  were  usually  de- 
duced from  the  forms  of  calling  Parliaments  always 
by  advice  of  the  council^  that  the  dissolving  of  them 
ought  to  be  so  too,  at  least  when  it  was  not  at  their 
own  desire. 

The  council-day  came ;  and  when  I  came  thi- 
ther, and  found  the  King  and  three  Lords,  with 
some  others  already  there,  I  asked  Lord  Sunder- 
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land  and  Hallifax,  whether  all  was  prepared,  and 
Lord  Chancellor  and  other  chief  officers  had  been 
spoke  to  ?  They  said,  No ;  it  had  been  forgotten  or 
neglected;  but  the  King  would  do  it  to  each  of 
them  apart  as  they  came  that  morning,  and  before 
the  council  began.  I  thought  it  hard,  a  point  of 
that  importance  should  be  neglected  so  long ;  but 
was  fain  to  content  myself  with  what  they  told  me 
would  be  done.  The  outward  room,  where  the 
King  was,  filled  apace ;  every  one  made  his  leg  to 
his  Majesty,  and  filled  the  circle  about  him  as  they 
came  in :  I  was  talking  apart,  in  a  corner  of  the 
room,  till  it  grew  late,  and  Lord  Chancellor  told 
the  King  that  it  was  so,  and  I  saw  the  King  turn 
from  the  Chancellor,  and  go  into  the  council^ham- 
ber :  all  followed ;  the  council  sat  j  the  King  pro- 
posed his  thoughts,  whether  it  were  best  for  his  af- 
fairs to  prorogue  this  Parliament  till  October,  or  to 
dissolve  it,  and  call  another  at  that  time ;  and  de- 
sired their  Lordships  opinions  upon  it. 

I  observed  a  general  surprise  at  the  board ;  which 
made  me  begin  to  doubt,  the  King  had  spoke  of  if 
to  few  or  none  but  the  Chancellor  before  he  came 
in :  but  it  soon  appeared  he  had  not  so  much  as  done 
that  neither :  for,  after  a  long  pause,  he  was  the  first 
that  rose  up,  and  spoke  long  and  violently  against 
the  dissolution  ;  and  was  followed  by  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury in  the  amplest  manner,  and  most  tragical 
terms ;  Lord  Anglesey  followed  them;  by  urging 
all  the  fatal  consequences  that  could  be :  the  same 
style  was  pursued  by  Lord  *  Chamberlain,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Marquis  of  Worcester ;  and  pur* 
sued  from  the  top  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  table 
by  every  man  there,  and  at  a  very  full  council ;  ex- 
cept the  three  Lords  who  spoke  for  the  dissoltitiony 
but  neither  with  half  the  length  or  force  of  argu- 
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Boent  they  intended  to  have  done ;  leaving  that 
part,  as  I  supposed,  to  rae,  who  was,  I  confess,  well 
enough  instructed  in  the  case,  to  have  said  more 
upon  that  argument:  but  I  was  spited  from  the 
first  that  I  heard  of  my  Lord  Chancellor's  speech, 
and  still  more  and  more  as  every  man  spoke,  at  the 
consequences  happened  by  such  a  negligence  of  my 
friends,  who  had  been  perpetually  about  the  King, 
and  might  so  easily  have  effected  what  was  agreed 
on,  and  thought  so  necessary.  I  was  the  last  but 
one  to  speak,  and  saw  argument  would  signify  no- 
thing, afiter  such  inequality  was  declared  in  num- 
ber ;  and  so  contented  myself  to  say  in  short,  that 
I  thought  it  was  every  man's  opinion,  that  a  happy 
agreement  between  his  Majesty  and  Parliament  was 
of  necessity  to  his  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad: 
that  all  the  difference,  in  a  continuance  of  this,  or 
assembling  of  another  Parliament,  would  depend 
only  upon  the  likelihood  of  agreeing  better  and  ea- 
sier with  one  than  with  the  other :  that  his  Majesty 
had  spoken  so  much  of  his  despairing  about  any 
agreement  with  this  present  Parliament,  and  the 
hopes  he  had  of  doing  it  with  another,  that,  for  my 
part,  I  thought  that  ought  to  decide  it  \  because  I 
thought  his  Majesty  could  better  judge  of  that  point 
than  any  body  else.  So  his  Majesty  ordered  the 
Chancellor  to  draw  up  a  proclamation  for  dissolv- 
ing that  Parliament,  and  calling  another  to  assem- 
ble in  October  following :  and  thereupon  the  coun- 
cil broke  up,  with  the  greatest  rage  in  the  world  of 
the  Lord  Shaftesbury,  Lord  Russel,andtwo  or  three 
mcM-e,  and  the  general  dissatisfaction  of  the  whole 
board. 

After  the  council  ended,  every  man's  head  be- 
gto  to  fill  with  the  thoughts  of  the  new  elections, 
and  several  spoke  to  the  King  upon  that  stlWect. 
I  had  resolved  to  stand  for  the  university  of  Uam» 
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bridge ;  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  being  Chan- 
cellor, I  desired  the  King  to  speak  to  him,  to  write 
to  some  of  his  friends  in  my  favour :  he  excused 
himself,  first,  upon  engagements;  but  the  King 
pressed  him  upon  mine,  as  a  thing  of  importance ; 
and  that  he  could  not  be  otherwise  engaged  before 
he  knew  of  the  Parliament's  being  dissolved.  I 
said  a  good  deal  too  upon  it :  but  do  what  the  King 
could,  by  all  he  was  pleased  to  say,  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  would  not  be  brought  further,  than  to 
say,  he  would  not  meddle  in  it  one  way  or  the 
otner ;  which  gave  me  the  first  plain  and  open  tes- 
timony of  his  dispositions  towards  me,  having  ever 
received  before  all  outward  civilities,  though  \rith- 
out  my  visits  or  attendances.  Yet,  I  think,  his 
Grace  kept  his  word  with  me  in  this  point  better 
than  I  expected :  for  my  election  in  the  University 
proceeded  with  the  most  general  concurrence  that 
could  be  there,  and  without  any  diflSiculties  I  could 
observe  from  that  side ;  those  which  were  raised 
coming  from  the  Bishop  of  Ely;  who  owned  the 
opposing  me  from  the  chapter  Of  Religion^  in  my 
Observations  on  the  Netherlands^  which  gave  him 
an  opinion,  that  mine  was  for  such  a  toleration  of 
religion,  as  is  there  described  to  be  in  Holland. 

The  council,  after  this  day,  was  put  ofi*  till  the 
King's  return  to  London,  according  to  the  use  of 
that  season ;  and  every  one  began  to  canvas  for 
elections  in  the  ensuing  Parliament,  upon  which  all 
his  Majestjr's  affairs  seemed  to  depend.  The  King, 
in  the  mean  time,,  resolved  to  do  all  that  could  help 
to  make  fair  weather  there.  I  told  my  friends,  1 
would  take  care  of  my  election,  and  gadown  about 
it ;  but,  for  the  rest,  would  pass  my  time  at  home 
the  remainder  of  the  summer,  and  recommended 
the  common  cares  to  the  three  Lords ;  whose  at- 
tendance,  \  kpew^  would  not  fail  at  Court,  two  of 
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them  from  their  offices,  and  the  *  third  from  his 
humour ;  which  he  owned  always  must  have  busi- 
ness to  employ  it,  or  would  else  be  uneasy. 

The  summer  was  declining,  but  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  in  his  greatest  height,  when  the  King 
fell  sick  at  Windsor,  and  with  three  isuch  fits  of  a 
fever  as  gave  much  apprehension,  and  that  a  gene- 
ral amazement ;  people  looking  upon  any  thing,  at 
this  time,  that  should  happen  ill  to  the  King  as  an 
end  of  the  world,  I  went  to  Windsor,  after  the  se- 
cond fit ;  and,  having  seen  his  Majesty,  observed 
more  strength  and  fewer  ill  symptomsl  than  had 
been  reported ;  nor  could  I  think  him  in  danger, 
without  accidents,  which  was  to  be  the  care  oi  his 
physicians,  who  were  some  of  them  wholly  of  my 
mind.  I  found  and  left  the  three  Lords  very  dili- 
gent at  Court,  in  attending  both  his  person  and  af- 
fairs, which  I  was  very  glad  of;  and  so  came  home 
without  entering  further  into  any  discourses  with 
them,  than  of  his  Majesty's  sickness ;  which  was 
then  the  general  discourse  and  care.        ",n 

About  three  or  four  days  having  received  assu- 
rance of  the  King's  certain  recovery,  by  being  free 
of  any  return  of  his  fever  fits,  I  went  up  to  London 
to  solicit  a  great  arrear  of  my  embassies  due  from 
the  Treasury,  The  Commissioners  were  met  that 
morning  at  my  Lord  Essex's  house,  whither  I  went 
straight ;  but,  by  the  way,  heard  that  the  Duke  was 
that  night  passed  through  London,  and  rode  post 
to  Windsor ;  which  I  doubted  not  his  Highness  had 
been  induced  to  by  the  reports  of  the  King's  dan- 
ger, upon  the  news  of  his  sickness ;  and  made  no 
farther  reflection  upon  it,  than  that  of  the  great  sur- 
prise, and  martel  en  tete  [uneasiness]  that  would  be 
given  Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax  by  this  sudden  ar- 
rival of  the  Duke,  to  whose  interests  they  had  run 

*  The  Marquis  of  Hallifax. 
VOL,  ir,  2  M 
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so  counter,  and  with  such  heights,  for  several  years. 
But  upon  their  late  separating  all  measures  £rom 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Sha^shury,  I 
thought  I  had  field  enough  left  for  doing  them  good 
offices  to  the  Duke,  when  I  should  see  him,  which 
I  resolved  the  next  day. 

When  I  catne  to  Lord  Essex's  house,  and  asked 
for  the  commissioners,  I  found  they  were  sat  som« 
time,  but  that  Lord  Essex  had  newly  left  the^i  to- 
gether, and  was  gone  up  into  his  chamber,  whith^ 
I  was  immediately  sent  for  ^  his  servants  wei^t  out 
and  left  him  booted)  £Uid  r^ady  to  get  up  on  horse- 
back. As  soon  as  we  were  ikom,  he  aaked  me, 
whether  I  had  not  met  with  strange  ^ews,  and 
wh^t  I  thought  (^  it  ?  I  sftid,  it  did  not  seem  very 
strwge  that  the  Duk^  should  come,  if  he  thQUgbt 
the  King  in  danger.  Lord  Ess^x  relied,  yet;  it 
w^s  strange  he  should  come  without  leave  ftom  the 
Ivin^ ;  and  that,  ^ow  his  M^esty  was  well,  sure  he 
vould  not  think  «f  staying  three  days ;  that  ho  waa 
going  as  fast  a$  he  could  to  Windsor,  to  see  what 
all  this  business  was ;  and  asked  me  if  I  woidd  not 
go ;  which  I  excused  for  that  day>  but  promised  the 
next.  In  this  little  dii^ourse»  I  observed  all  along 
a  sneering  smile,  which  I  knew  not  what  to  make 
of;  I  thought,  if  it  were  a  countenance,  it  was  bet- 
ter put  on  than  was  usual  with  his  Lordship ;  acEd 
that  he  should  be  pleased  with  it  at  heart,  I  could 
not  well  imagine,  knowing  how  things  had  passed 
between  the  Duke  and  him. 

Next  day  I  went  to  Windsor ;  and  the  first  man 
I  inet  was  Lord  Hallifax  coming  down  from  Court, 
on  foot,  and  with  a  face  of  trouble ;  and  as  soon  aa 
he  saw  me,  with  hands  lifted  up  two  or  three  tisfies  ; 
upon  which  I  stopt,  and  alighting,  asked  what  was. 
the  matter ;  he  told  me,  I  knew  all  as  well  as  he ; 
that  the  Duke  was  come ;  that  every  body  was 
amazed ;  but  where  we  weie,  or  what  would  be 
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next,  nobody  knew :  he  bid  me  go  on  to  Court  be-^ 
fore  the  King  went  out ;  said  he  was  going  to  his 
lodging,  to  sit  and  think  over  this  new  world ;  but 
desired  we  might  meet,  and  my  Lord  Sunderland, 
after  dinner. 

I  went  to  the  King ;  and  after  him  to  the  Duke, 
who  received  me  witn  great  kindness,  and  present^ 
ly  carried  me  into  a  little  inner  room,  and  asked  me 
smiling  and  very  familiarly,  whether  I  did  not  won- 
der to  see  him  here :  I  told  him,  not  at  all,  if  he 
bad  thought  the  King  in  danger ;  for  in  that  case 
his  Highness  had  nothing  else  to  do :  and  that  I 
believed,  upon  the  first  news  of  his  Majesty's  ill- 
ness, he  would  come  as  near  as  he  could,  eitlier  to 
Newport  or  Calais,  and  there  expect  the  next  news; 
but  that  his  Majesty's  sickness  having  passed  so 
soon,  I  confessed  I  had  not  thought  of  bis  coming 
over.  We  talked  of  the  King's  recovery,  what  stay 
his  Highness  would  make,  which  he  said  should  bb 
as  the  King  pleased,  for  he  would  obey  him  in  evety 
thing. 

I  gave  the  Duke  a  short  account  of  affairs  here^ 
as  t£^y  had  passed  since  the  constitution  of  the 
council ;  of  the  mischiefs  had  been  occasioned  by 
the  Lord  Shaftesbury's  having  been  brought  in  so 
much  against  my  wiU ;  of  his  measures  ^ith  the 
Dnke  of  Mof^moiith ;  of  the  three  Lords  having  ab- 
solutely broken  from  him ;  of  the  credit  they  were 
grown  into  with  the  King ;  and  of  my  confidence, 
they  would  never  fall  into  any  measures  against  his 
Highness :  upon  which  chapter  i  said  a  great  deal 
that  I  thoi^ht  necessary  to  make  Lord  Essex  and 
Hallifax's  coopt,  which  I  was  very  glad  to  see  so 
well  received  by  the  Duke  i  for,  as  to  Lovd  Sun- 
derland, I  had  little  reason  to  believe  he  needed  it, 
having  ever  been  in  with  the  Court  in-  the  whole 
course  of  his  Kfe.  For  myself,  I  only  said  at  last, 
that,  because  I  did  not  know  what  our  present  dis- 
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tempers  might  end  in  if  the  next  Parliament  should 
prove  of  the  same  humour  with  the  two  last,  nor 
what  measures  his  Highness  would  fall  into  about 
staying  or  going  away  again ;  I  would  only  say,^ 
that,  let  whatever  wouldbefal  the  King's  affairs  or  his 
Highness's,  he  iniight  always  reckon  upon  me  as  a 
legal  man,  and  one  that  would  always  follow  the 
Crown  as  became  me ;  nor  could  any  thing  make 
the  least  scruple  in  this  resolution,  unless  things 
should  ever  grow  so  desperate,  as  to  bring  in  fo- 
reigners, which  (if  ever  it  should  be)  would  be  a 
new  case,  and  that  I  knew  not  what  to  think  of. 
Upon  this  the  Duke  laid  his  hand  upon  mine,  and 
bid  me  keep  there,  and  said,  that  he  would  ask  no 
more  of  me  or  any  man :  and  so  I  parted,  after  a 
long  and  very  gracious  audience,  and  came  home 
that  night,  having  missed  my  Lord  Hallifax  and 
Essex  in  the  afternoon  at  Lord  Sunderland's,  where 
we  had  appointed  to  meet,  and  I  came,  but  they 
failed ;  and  Lord  Sunderland  and  I  talked  deep  in- 
to nothing,  reserving  ourselves,  as  I  thought,  till 
the  others  came. 

I  stayed  at  home,  making  the  reflections  I  could 
not  avoid  upon  the  carriage  of  my  friends ;  till  with- 
in a  few  days  I  heard  the  news  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth's  disgrace ;  which,  though  it  came  by 
some  degrees,  yet  they  were  so  sudden  one  after 
another,  as  to  make  it  appear  a  lost  game  in  the 
King's  favour  and  resolutions.  Though  nothing 
could  seem  more  reasonable  than  that  which  it 
ended  in,  that,  while  the  Duke  was  abroad,  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  should  be  so  too ;  having  made 
his  pretensions  so  evident,  and  pursued  them  so 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  King's  affairs ;  how- 
ever, I  could  not  but  wonder,  how  the  Duke  had 
been  able  in  so  few  days,  or  rather  hours,  to  get  so 
great  a  victory.  I  went  within  a  day  or  two  to  Lon- 
don, found  my  Lord  Hallifax  in  physic,  but  saw 
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plainly  his  distemper  was  not  what  he  called  it ;  his 
head  looked  very  full,  but  very  unquiet ;  and  when 
we  were  left  alone,  all  our  talk  was  by  snatches ; 
sickness,  ill  humour,  hate  of  town  and  business, 
ridiculousness  of  human  life ;  and  whenever  I  turn- 
ed any  thing  to  the  present  affairs  after  our  usual 
manner,  nothing  but  action  of  hands  or  eyes,  won- 
der,  and  signs  of  trouble,  and  then  silence. 

I  came  home,  and  satisfied  enough  upon  what 
terms  I  was  with  my  friends,  though  I  knew  not 
whence  it  came,  or  whither  it  went.     But  I  soon 
found  out  the  whole  secret ;  which  was,  that,  upon 
the  King's  first  illness,  the  Lords  Essex  and  Halli- 
fax,  being  about  him,  thought  his  danger  great,  and 
their  own  so  too ;  and  that,  if  any  thing  happened 
to  the  King's  life,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  would 
be  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  in  opposition  to  the 
Duke,  upon  pretence  of  popery,  and  in  conjunc 
tion  with  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  had  threatened  to 
have  their  heads  upon  prorogation  of  the  last  Par- 
liament ;  which  threat  was  applied  by  Lords  Essex 
and  Hallifax  to  themselves  j  reckoning  Lord  Sun- 
derland outof  danger  by  his  relation  to  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, and  the  fair  terms  that  had  always  made  be-r 
tween  them.  Thisfright  had  soaffected  theseLords, 
that,  not  staying  to  see  what  the  King's  second  fit 
would  be,  they  proposed  to  the  King  the  sending 
immediately  for  the  Duke ;  which  being  resolved, 
and  the  dispatch  ipade  with  all  the  secrecy  and 
speed  imaginable,  the  Duke  came  over ;  but  find- 
ing the  King  recovered,  it  was  agreed  to  pass  for 
a  journey  wholly  of  his  own,  and  that  it  should  be 
received  by  his  Majesty  arid  the  three  Lords  with  all 
signs  of  surprise.    When  this  was  done,  they  found 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth  so  enraged  at  this  coun- 
sel, as  well  as  Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  they  saw  no 
way  but  to  ruin  them  both,  and  throw  them  quite 
put  of  the  King's  affairs,  ^nd  Joining  themselvesi 
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wholly  with  the  Duke^s  interest ;  which  they  did 
for  that  time,  till  they  had  brought  about  all  his 
Highness  desired  for  his  security  against  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury ;  flie  first  go- 
ing over  into  Holland,  and  the  other  being  turned 
out  of  the  council. 

.    For  my  own  part,  though  I  was  glad  of  any  mor- 
tification  that  happened  to  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
and  Lord  Shaftesbury,  whose  designs  had  run  the 
kingdom  into  such  incurable  divisions  and  distrac- 
tions, at  a  time  that  our  union  was  so  necessary  to 
the  affairs  of  Christendom  abroad ;  yet  I  was  spited 
to  the  heart  at  the  carriage  of  mv  friends  towards 
me  in  this  affair ;  and  not  so  much  for  their  taking 
such  a  resolution  without  my  knowledge  and  con- 
cert (which  thev  never  had  done  since  our  first 
commerce),  as  for  keeping  me  ignorant  ai*ter  the 
Duke's  coming  over ;  and  so  far,  as  to  let  me  make 
such  a  figure  as  I  did,  in  doing  all  the  good  offices, 
and  making  all  the  court  I  could  to  the  Duke,  for 
Lords  Essex  and  Hallifax,  as  I  told  them  I  would 
do ;  while  they  were  both  in  the  depth  and  secret 
of  his  interests  and  counsels ;  and  I,  who  had  rea- 
son to  think  myself  well  with  his  Highness,  was 
left  wholly  out  of  all  confidence  both  with  him  and 
with  them.     But  I  had  reason  to  resent  it  yet  fur- 
ther, when  I  found  that  some  of  them,  perceiving 
the  Duke  much  unsatisfied  with  the  constitution  of 
the  new  council,  had,  to  make  their  own  court,  laid 
the  whole  load  of  it  upon  me ;  whereas,  if  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lord  Sunderland,  and  Lord  Essex  had 
not  fallen  into  it  with  the  greatest  applauses  and 
endeavours  in  the  world  to  finish  the  draught  of  it, 
the  thing  had  certainly  died ;  and  for  my  own  part» 
after  I  could  not  hinder  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's  be- 
ing  brought  in,  I  would  have  been  very  well  con- 
tent it  should. 

I  could  not  but  tell  my  Lord  Sunderland  of  t^ese 
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i*€9seDtmentB  ^  and  that  I  found  myself  so  unfit  for 
Courts,  that  I  was  resolved  to  pass  the  rest  of  my 
life  in  my  own  domestique,  without  troubling  my- 
self further  about  any  public  afiairs,  than  not  to 
appear  sullen  in  not  coming  sometimes  to  general 
councils ;  and  that  Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax's  car- 
riage to  me  had  been  such^  after  having  been  the 
two  men  of  England  I  had  it  in  my  power  and  my 
fortunes  most  to  oblige^  that  I  would  never  have 
any  thing  more  to  do  with  them.  This  I  said  only 
to  one  person  more ;  and  how  it  came  to  be  known 
by  their  two  Lordships,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  there 
all  commerce  between  us  ended,  further  thun  what 
was  common  when  we  met  at  council,  or  in  third 
places ;  though  Lord  Hallifax  came  to  an  eclair^ 
eissement  with  me  the  spring  after,  which  ended 
very  well,  and  I  did  him  the  service  I  could  upon 
occasion  in  the  late  House,  as  well  as  in  council, 
ypon  their  heats  against  him. 

I  passed  the  rest  of  the  summer  at  home,  and  left 
the  three  Lords  in  the  chief  ministry  and  sole  con- 
fidence, as  outwardly  appeared,  both  with  the  King 
and  Duke :  and  Lord  Essex  told  my  brother  Sir 
John  Temple,  who  was  then  here,  that  he  had 
more  credit  with  the  King  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
Ministers,  or  any  man  in  England :  but  the  refined 
cotirtiers,  who  observe  countenances  and  motions, 
had  ho  opinion  of  it :  and,  soon  after,  Lord  Essex 
and  Hallifax,  upon  the  private  examination  of  an 
intrigue  I  could  never  make  any  thing  of,  nor 
thought  worth  my  enquiry,  which  was  commonly 
called  the  Meal-tub  Plot,  took  such  a  distaste  at 
finding  themselves  mentioned  in  it,  and  yet  left  out 
of  the  secret  examinations  about  it,  that  the  Duke 
was  no  sooner  gone,  but  their  discontents  grew 
open  against  the  Court ;  my  Lord  Essex  left  the 
Treasury ;  Lord  Hallifax,  in  discourse  to  me,  com- 
mended him  fi)r  it,  and  told  me  his  resolution  to  go 
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down  into  the  country ;  aiid  though  he  could  not 
plant  melons  as  I  did,  being  in  the  North,  yet  he 
would  plant  carrots  and  cucumbers,  rather  than 
trouble  himself  any  more  about  public  affairs ;  and 
accordingly  he  went  down  to  Rufford^  To  their 
nearer  friends  I  heard  they  comp^ined,  that  they 
found  they  had  no  sound  part  in  the  King's  con- 
fidence or  the  Duke's ;  that  they  were  but  other 
mens  dupes,  and  did  other  mens  work ;  and  that, 
finding  no  meajsures  would  be  taken  for  satisfying 
and  uniting  the  kingdom,  they  would  have  no  more 
part  in  public  affairs. 

Upon  Lord  Essex's  leaving  the  Treasury,  Mr, 
*  Hyde  came  of  course  to  be  First  Commissioner  j 
and  he  and  Mr.  t  Godolphin  were  brought  into  the 
council ;  where  I  ipet  them  the  next  time  I  came, 
and  welcomed  then^,  as  two  persons  that  had  aU 
ways  been  my  friends,  and  agreed  with  me  in  all 
my  opinions  and  measures  about  affairs  abroad, 
wherein  only  we  had  been  conversant  in  our  com- 
merce, either  at  Nimeguen,  the  Hague,  or  at  homct 
These  two  joined  in  confidence  with  Lord  Sunder- 
land ;  and  the  other  two  Lords  b^ing  in  discon- 
tent or  absent,  and  I  keeping  at  home  both  upon 
my  resolution  and  inclination,  these  three  were 
esteemed  to  be  alone  in  the  secret  and  manage- 
ment of  the  King's  affiiirs,  and  looked  upon  as  the 
Ministry. 

October  came  on,  wherein  the  Parliament  was 
to  meet.  The  Duke  was  in  Flanders :  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  in  Holland :  I^ord  Shaftesbury  en* 
deavoured  to  inflame  the  reckoning  of  the  late 
(Conduct  and  counsels  against  the  sitting  of  the 
Parliament,  and  to  set  afoot  petitions  in  case  they 
^id  not  sit :  the  Ministers  were  not  able  to  stand 

*  Afterwards  Earl  of  Rochester, 
t  AAerwards  £arl  of  Godolpbia* 
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the  opening  of  the  Parliament;  and  so  a  short 
prorogation  was  expected  some  days  before  that 
appointed  for  their  assembly,  I  had  not  been  ^t 
Court  or  Council  in  a  month  or  six  weeks ;  when, 
being  recovered  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,  I  came  to 
town,  and  went  to  Lord  Sunderland,  talked  to  him 
of  my  several  arrears  in  the  Treasury,  desired  his 
help,  which  he  promised  with  great  kindness,  and 
lA^ent  with  me  to  the  King,  where  we  proposed  and 
agreed  the  way  of  my  satisfaction.  The  King 
seemed  very  kind  to  me,  but  neither  one  or  the 
Other  of  them  said  a  word  to  me  of  any  public 
business.  From  the  King's  chamber  we  went  to 
the  council,  where  I  expected  nothing  but  such 
common  things  as  I  knew  had  passed  for  a  good 
while  before ;  and  so  all  passed,  till  I  thought  the 
council  was  ending,  when  the  King  after  a  little 
pause  told  us,  that  upon  many  considerations, 
which  he  could  not  at  present  acquaint  us  with, 
he  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  longer  prorogation 
than  he  had  intended  of  the  Parliament :  that  he 
had  considered  all  the  consequences,  so  far  as  to 
be  absolutely  resolved,  and  not  to  hear  any  thing 
that  should  be  said  s^gainst  it :  that  he  wpuld  have  it 
prorogued  till  that  time  twelvemonth ;  and  charged 
my  Lord  Chancellor  to  proceed  accordingly. 

All  at  council  were  stunned  at  this  surprising 
resolution,  and  the  way  of  proposing  it,  exqept 
those  few  that  were  in  the  secret;  and  they  thought 
fit  to  be  silent,  and  leave  the  thing  wholly  upon 
his  Majesty :  several  others  rose  up,  and  would 
have  entered  into  the  reasonings  and  consequences 
of  it,  but  the  King  would  not  hear  them,  and  so 
all  debate  ended.  After  which  I  rose,  and  told  the 
King,  that  as  to  the  resolution  he  hs^d  taken,  I 
would  say  nothing,  because  he  was  resolved  tp  hear 
no  reasoning  upon  it ;  therefore  I  would  only  pre- 
gume  to  offer  nim  my  humble  advice  as  to  the 
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Course  of  his  future  proceedings ;  which  wad,  that 
his  Majesty  in  his  affairs  would  please  to  make  use 
df  some  council  or  other,  and  allow  freedom  to 
their  debates  and  advices;  after  hearing  which, 
his  Majesty  might  yet  resolve  as  he  pleased :  that 
if  he  did  not  think  the  persons  or  number  of  this 
present  council  suited  with  his  affairs,  it  was  in  his 
power  to  dissolve  them,  and  constitute  another  of 
twenty,  of  ten,  or  of  five,  or  any  number  he  pleased, 
And  to  alter  them  again  when  he  would ;  but  to 
make  counsellors  that  should  not  counsel,  I  doubts 
6d  whether  it  were  in  his  Majesty's  power  or  no, 
because  it  implied  a  contradiction ;  and,  so  far  as 
I  had  observed  either  of  former  ages  or  the  pre- 
sent, I  questioned  whether  it  was  a  thing  had  been 
practised  in  England  by  his  Majesty's  predeces- 
sors, or  were  so  now  by  any  of  the  present  Princes 
of  Christendom :  and  therefore  I  humbly  advised 
him  to  constitute  some  such  council  as  he  would 
think  fit  to  make  use  of  in  the  digestion  of  his 
great  and  public  affairs. 

His  Majesty  heard  me  very  graciously,  and 
Seemed  not  at  all  displeased  with  any  thing  I  had 
6aid ;  nor  any  other  person  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Council,  but  most  very  much  to  approve  it :  yet, 
after  the  council  was  up,  my  Lord  Sunderland 
came  to  me,  told  me,  he  was  never  so  surprised  as 
at  what  I  had  said,  and  expected  it  sooner  from 
any  man  in  England  than  me :  that  whatever  reso- 
lutions had  been  taken  about  my  business  in  the 
Treasury,  he  was  sure  nothing  should  be  done.  I 
replied,  that,  if  he  liked  not  what  I  said,  he  should 
have  prevented  it,  by  telling  me,  before  I  came  to 
council,  what  was  intended  to  be  done ;  which  if 
I  had  known,  I  would  not  havie  been  there,  no  more 
than  I  had  been  so  long  before  i  and  that,  if  my 
debt  would  not  be  paid,  I  must  live  the  best  I  could 
without  it. 
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Not  long  before,  the  Prince  of  Orange  writ  me 
word,  how  much  he  found  the  Duke  unsatisfied 
with  me,  upon  the  belief  that  it  was  I  had  given 
the  Prince  those  impressions  and  sentiments  which 
he  had  upon  the  common  affairs  of  Christendom  j 
whereas,  he  could  say  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was 
he  had  given  me  mine,  and  should  never  change 
his  own  till  he  were  convinced  d^ avoir  tort  [of  being 
in  the  wrong] :  however,  that  he  thought  fit,  out 
of  friendship  to  me,  to  give  me  this  advice. 

I  was  now  in  a  posture  to  be  admirably  pleased 
with  having  no  part  in  public  afiairs :  the  Duke 
unsatisfied  with  me  of  late ;  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury  from  the  very  first ; 
Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax  out  of  all  commerce  with 
me  upon  what  had  passed ;  great  civility  from  the 
other  Ministers,  but  no  communication ;  and  the 
King  himself,  though  very  gracious,  yet  very  re- 
served. Upon  all  this,  and  the  melancholy  prospect 
of  our  distractions  at  home,  and  thereupon  the 
disasters  threatening  abroad :  but  chiefly  upon  my 
own  native  humour,  born  for  a  private  life,  and 
particular  conversation  or  general  leisure ;  I  re- 
solved to  give  over  all  part  in  public  affairs,  and 
came  no  more  either  to  Court  or  Council  in  a 
month's  time,  which  I  spent  chiefly  in  the  country. 

In  this  time  the  Lord  Russel,  tord  *  Cavendish, 
Sir  H.  Capel,  and  Mr.  Powle,  distasted  at  the  late 
prorogation,  as  well  as  at  the  manner  of  it,  and  pre- 
tending to  despair  of  being  able  to  serve  the  King 
any  longer,  in  a  conduct  of  affairs  so  disagreeable 
to  the  general  humour  of  the  people,  went  to  the 
King  together,  and  desired  his  Majesty  to  excuse 
their  attendance  any  more  upon  him  at  council^ 
which  the  King  very  easily  consented  to.  Lord 
Salisbury,  Lord  Essex,  and  Lord  Hallifax  seemed 

*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Devonshire. 


540  Memoirs  from  the  Peace  in  1 679, 

to  have  taken  the  same  resolution,  though  not  in 
so  much  form.  Upon  which  I  thought  it  might  be 
a  great  prejudice  to  his  Majesty's  affairs,  to  be  left 
by  so  many  at  once :  and  that,  if  I  wholly  gave 
pver  at  the  same  time,  it  would  look  like  entering 
into  a  faction  with  persons  who  were  only  dis- 
pleased with  the  present  scene  upon  hopes  of  en- 
tering soon  upon  another,  which  was  no  part  of 
iny  thoughts  or  designs.  Therefore  I  resolved  to 
go  again  to  council,  to  shew  I  had  not  herded  with 
those  that  had  left  it ;  and  that  my  leaving  it  too 
might  not  occasion  3ome  m^n^  greater  distastes  at 
the  government. 

In  the  intermission  I  had  made,  my  wife,  con* 
tinning  her  commerce  with  my  Lady  Sunderland, 
had  met  my  Lord  there ;  who,  taking  no  notice  of 
what  had  passed  between  us,  asked  her  how  I  had 
proceeded  in  my  business  of  the  Treasury,  and 
whether  I  needed  his  help,  which  he  offered  with 
great  friendliness  if  I  had  occasion.    When  I  came 
up  to  town,  and  went  the  first  time  to  council ; 
sifter  it  was  done,  J  went  to  Lord  Sunderland,  told 
him  what  regards  towards  his  Majesty  had  made 
me  come  up,  and  gave  him  thanks  for  his  offers  to 
my  wife :  I  found  him  returned  to  his  first  temper 
towards  me ;  entered  into  common  affairs,  but  sly 
ways  with  professions  of  my  resolutions  to  retire, 
and  my  thoughts  of  a  journey  into  Italy,  which  X 
had  long  promised  the  Great  Duke.     I  lived  on 
with  my  Lord  Sunderland  in  all  kindness,  though 
not  confidence,  which  was  now  wholly  between  him, 
and  Mr.  Hyde,  and  Mr.  Godolphin,     I  made  use 
of  his  offers,  and  by  his  help  came  to  an  issue  in  the 
most  difficult  point  of  my  business  in  the  Treasury. 
The  second  time  I  was  at  council,  after  my  re* 
turn  from  Sheen,  my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  he 
was  to  say  something  to  me  from  the  King,  and  de- 
sired we  might  meet  after  council  was  up.    I  w^nt 
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to  his  lodgings,  where  he  told  me  that  Mr,  Secre- 
tary Coventry  being  absolutely  resolved  to  part 
with  his  place,  and  the  King,  having  found  I  had 
long  declined  it,  had  now  thoughts  of  consenting 
to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's  coining  into  it  upon  a  bar- 
gain with  the  Secretary ;  but  that  the  King  would 
do  nothing  in  it  without  first  letting  me  know  his 
thoughts ;  and  asked  whether  I  had  any  thing  to 
say  upon  it.  I  made  no  stop  in  the  world,  but  told 
his  Lordship  that  the  King  could  do  nothing  for 
me  that  I  would  take  kinder  than  this ;  that  I  had 
several  times  pressed  his  Majesty  to  a  new  choice, 
and  once  offered  to  name  some  to  him  that  I  knew 
were  fit  for  it ;  that  I  had  resolved  against  it  so 
long,  that  his  Majesty  had  no  reason  to  remember 
any  of  his  engagements  to  me,  how  voluntary  so- 
ever ;  but,  that  he  was  pleased  to  do  it,  was  the 
most  obliging  in  the  world;  and  I  was  resolved 
immediately  to  go  and  make  him  my  acknowledg- 
ments. I  did  so ;  they  were  extremely  well  taken, 
the  King  used  me  with  great  kindness,  and  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  came  into  the  office. 

I  passed  the  winter  in  town,  though  with  much 
indisposition ;  going  sometimes  to  the  council,  and 
sometimes  to  the  foreign  committee,  but  not  fre- 
quently to  either,  and  meddling  very  little  with 
any  thing  that  passed  there ;  unless  it  was  what 
concernea  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  which  happened 
to  be  then  hot  upon  the  anvil ;  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  and  council  of  that  kingdom  having  trans- 
mitted several  acts  over  to  the  council  here,  both 
of  grace  and  supplies,  in  order  to  a  Parliament  to 
be  held  in  Ireland.  This  brought  Lord  Essex  again 
into  play,  afler  so  much  discontent  and  so  little  at- 
tendance for  several  months  at  council :  but  his 
eye  and  heart  had  ever  been  bent  upon  his  return 
to  the  government  of  Ireland  j  which  made  him 
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steer  all  by  that  compast »  and  pursue  Court  or  \^o* 
pular  humour^  as  he  thought  either  likeliest  to  ror* 
ther  that  end.  Whenever  the  Irish  acts  came  into 
council,  he  was  sure  to  be  there;  first  raising 
twenty  difficulties  in  the  particular  acts,  and  ar- 
raigning not  only  the  prudence  but  common  sense 
of  the  Lord-Lieutenant  and  council  there:*  then 
arguing  against  the  assembling  a  Parliament  in 
that  kingdom ;  and  at  last  introducing  Sir  James 
Sheen  to  make  proposals  of  increasing  the  King's 
revenue  there  near  eighty  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
upon  a  new  farm  to  himself  and  the  company  he 
offered  to  be  joined  ^th  him :  a  farm  indeed,  as  it 
was  drawn  up,  not  of  the  revenue,  but  of  the  crown 
of  Ireland. 

This  scheme  was  ever  supported  by  Lord  Essex, 
and  ever  opposed  by  me  with  more  sharpness  than 
was  usual  to  me  upon  any  debates ;  because  I  had 
found  out  the  cheat  of  the  whole  thing,  which  Lord 
Essex  had  set  on  foot  as  a  great  master-piece  oi 
that  cunning,  which  his  friends  used  to  say  was 
his  talent,  and  was  09^  for  which  of  all  other  ta« 
lents  I  hsul  ever  the  greatest  aversion.  The  short 
of  this  story  was,  LDrd  Essex  had  a  mind  to  be 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  to  hinder  any  Farlia*^ 
ment  beii^  called  till  be  came  to  the  ffovemmenft* 
He  saw  himself  out  at  Court ;  and  the  hopes  oi 

getting  in  by  his  interest  in  Parliament,  now  de- 
lyed  by  the  proro^tion  longer  than  he  could 
stay :  he  projects  this  farm  with  Sir  James  Sheen, 
and  by  him  offers  it  to  Mr.  Hyde,  with  the  advan- 
tages mentioned  to  the  King's  revenue ;  but  agrees 
with  Sir  James,  that,  if  the  bait  were  swallowed, 
he  should,  upon  the  conclusion  of  all,  declare  that 
he  and  his  company  were  ready  to  perform  all  the 
conditions  agreed  on ;  buit  could  not  do  it  unless 
my  Lord  Essex  might  be  sent  over  Lieutenant  of 
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Ireland ;  without  which  the  condition  of  that  king- 
dom could  never,  be  settled  enough  for  such  ad« 
vantages  to  the  King's  service  and  revenue. 

This  I  knew  under  secrecy  from  a  confident  of 
Sir  James  Sheen,  who  had  told  himself  this  whole 
project,  and  the  paces  intended. 

Mr.  Hyde,  who  was  at  the  head  of  all  matters 
concerning  the  King's  revenue,  had  received  this 
new  proposal,  and  embraced  it  very  warmly ;  whe- 
ther prevailed  upon  by  the  specious  show  of  so 
great  increases  m  the  revenue,  or  by  some  new 
measures  growing  between  him  and  Lord  Essex 
in  ether  affairs,  I  never  could  determine ;  but  such 
a  patronage  at  council  gave  strength  to  the  de^ 
bates,  being  little  opposed  but  by  Sir  Lionel  Jen- 
kins and  me,  who  laid  the  matter  so  bare,  that  it 
drew  out  into  length  that  whole  spring ;  and  the 
King  joined  wholly  with  me  in  the  c^inion  of  the 
thing,  and  so  far,  that  when  it  was  come  to  council 
or  committee,  his  Majesty  sent  particularly  to  me 
to  be  there* 

In  the  midst  of  these  agitations,  the  Duke  came 
over  out  of  Flanders,  and  resolution  was  taken  for 
his  going  into  Scotland.  I  was  extremely  con- 
cerned for  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  had  fallen 
intodanger  of  the  consequences  threatenedby  these 
intrigues  and  pursuits,  after  the  most  sensible  blow 
that  could  be  given  him,  by  the  death  of  his  *  son; 
and  was  both  of  an  age  and  merits  to  expect  no 
more  reverses  of  fortune,  after  so  many  as  he  had 
run  through  in  the  course  of  his  loyalty.  I  saw 
Mr.  Hyde  violently  bent  upon  Sir  James  Sheen's 
imaginary  project,  and,  I  doubted,  with  some  pique 
to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  partiality  to  Lord 
Essex.  The  King  seemed  to  grow  weary  of  so 
much  pursuit ;  and  Lord  Sunderland  was  indiffer- 

*  Tip  Earl  of  Ossory. 
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ent  in  the  thing:  so  that  I  resolved  to  try  if  I  could 
not  engage  the  Duke  to  support  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond ;  and  the  second  time  I  was  with  his  High- 
ness, after  his  coming  to  Court,  I  fell  into  this 
whole  business  and  the  consequences  of  it,  and  laid 
open  the  secret  of  the  thing.  The  Duke  seemed 
very  favourable  to  Lord  Essex,  and  more  indiffer- 
ent to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  than  I  expected;  which 
made  me  fall  very  freely  into  the  character  of  them 
both,  which  the  Duke  seemed  at  last  to  allow  with 
the  distinction  they  deserved,  and  professed  to  de- 
sire the  Duke  of  Ormond  should  be  continued; 
though,  if  he  were  removed  at  any  time,  he  still 
seemed  to  think  Lord  Essex  the  fittest  to  succeed 
him.  But  I  found,  some  days  after,  by  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins,  that  his  Highness  had  been  very  glad  to 
find  me  so  fixed  in  that  business  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  and  that  he  would  give  him  what  support 
he  could. 

Upon  the  motions  of  this  afiair,  I  grew  into  more 
attendance  upon  his  Majesty,  and  more  commerce 
both  with  Lord  Sunderland  and  Mr.  Hyde ;  with 
whom  I  always  lived  very  well,  though  we  differed 
so  much  in  opinion  upon  this  Irish  business.  But 
continuing  still  my  resolutions  of  winding  myself 
out  of  all  public  business ;  and  to  that  end  talking 
often  to  them  of  my  design  to  make  a  journey  to 
Florence,  both  upon  occasion  of  my  health  and  pro- 
mise ;  they  both  proposed  to  me,  if  I  had  a  mind 
to  go  into  a  hot  country,  to  go  into  Spain,  and  do 
it  with  a  character  from  the  King,  who  was  likely 
to  have  affairs  there ;  rather  than  make  a  journey 
like  young  gentlemen,  only  to  see  the  country.  I 
told  them  how  unwilling  I  was  to  charge  myself 
again  with  the  ceremonies  and  fatigue  of  an  em- 
bassy ;  or  to  run  again  the  hazard  I  had  done  so 
often  already,  of  being  undone  by  those  employ- 
ments :  that,  if  I  could  resolve  on  it,  I  did  not  see 
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"what  affairs  the  King  could  have  in  Spain,  whilst 
he  had  such  as  he  seemed  to  have  at  present  in 
England;  nor  could  I  see  what  use  any  leagues  or 
measures  abroad  could  be  to  him,  unless  some  union 
at  home  would  enable  him  to  support  them.     This 
conversation,  however,  was  often  renewed  between 
us  J  and  at  last,  I  found  out,  that  to  prepare  for  a 
good  session  of  Parliament  next  winter,  the  Mi- 
nisters were  resolved  upon  all  measures  that  might 
conduce  towards  it  during  the  summer ;  and,  as  one 
of  the  chief,  were  resolved  to  send  Ministers  to 
Spain,  Denmark,  and  other  of  the  confederates, 
and  enter  with  them  into  the  strictest  measures  for 
the  common  defence  against  the  power  of  France, 
I  found  the  Ministers  were  mighty  earnest  to  en- 
gage me  in  this  embassv,  as  believing  my  charging 
myself  with  it  would  give  a  general  opinion,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  of  our  sincerity  m  the  thing. 
The  King  spoke  to  me,  and  seemed  very  desirous 
of  my  undertaking  it.     I  defended  myself  a  good 
while,  having  indeed  no  opinion  the  thing  had  a 
good  root,  or  that  the  appearance  of  it  would  have 
the  effect  hoped  for,  upon  the  next  meeting  of  Par- 
liament :  but  at  last  I  brought  it  to  this  point,  that 
I  would  not  charge  myself  with  going  to  make  the 
intended  alliance  in  Spain ;  but,  if  the  Kin^  should 
think  fit  to  conclude  it  here  with  the  Spanish  Am- 
bassador upon  terms  of  mutual  satisfaction,  I  would 
be  content  to  go  and  cultivate  it  in  Spain.     This 
was  done  by  the  Ministers ;  the  King  declared  me 
his  Ambassador-extraordinary  at  Madrid ;  I  passed 
my  privy-seal,  received  my  equipage,  and  spent  the 
latter  end  of  the  summer  in  the  preparations  for 
my  journey,  which  were  in  a  manner  finished  about 
the  middle  of  September ;  when  the  King  told  me, 
that  since  the  Parliament  drew  so  near,  and  so 
much  depended  upon  it  of  all  that  concerned  him 
either  abroad  or  at  home,  he  was  resolved  to  have 
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mt  df a^  at  ieatdt  thii  opetiidg  of  \U  by  irhich  we 
fchould  judge  df  the  further  progte^^ 

Fi'om  Wh^  iieeds  the  didcotiteHtd  and  vicyl^tlt  Wo- 
e^edillg!^  of  thid  laM  ftesdion  gf^^i  I  have  told  al- 
ready ;  but  by  what  motiimd  and  degreed  they  caodd 
io  sueh  a  height  is  another  story5  and  may  hav^  bad 
dome  rodts  which  I  did  not  didcdver  j  but  what  I 
observed  wad  this.  After  the  Duke'd  rtttlfn  intd 
f^landers,  be  had  the  King's  leave  to  dOttie  0V€tf 
again  in  dome  monthd.  The  Duke  of  Monmouth 
came  back  out  of  Holland  without  leave,  and  so 
catne  not  io  Court ;  and  th6r<^by  deemed  to  make 
himdelf  the  head  of  those  that  were  didcontfented, 
either  with  the  Duke's  return^  or  the  intermidsion 
of  Parliament  tn  acting  this  nart  he  wad  guided 
by  Lord  Sbaft€dbury,  who  resolved  to  blow  up  thd 
fire  as  high  ad  he  dould  thid  summer ;  so  as  to  mak^ 
the  nededdity  thd  greater  of  the  Parliamdnt  ditting 
ikt  the  time  appointed.  And,  becaude  boldneda 
lookd  like  Strength,  to  entourage  hid  party  with  ^n 
Opinion  of  both,  he  engaged  deveral  IrOrd»^  and 
among  them  Lord  Ruddel,  to  go  with  him  to  Weat-^ 
minster-Hall  publicly,  and  there,  at  the  King^a 
Bench,  to  present  the  Duke  ad  a  recudant  Though 
the  matter  had  no  condequendes  in  the  forma  of 
the  Court ;  yet  It  had  a  general  ofae  upon  the  minda 
of  the  people,  and  a  dtrong  one  upon  the  passiona 
of  all  those  persons  that  were  so  publicly  engaged 
in  this  bold  paceagainst  theDuke,  which  was  break-> 
ing  all  measured  with  him,  and  entering  into  th^ 
desperate  resolution  of  either  ruining  hid  Highneaa 
or  themselves :  and  I  found  it  had  a  great  effect 
upon  the  small  dircld  of  tAy  acquaintance  or  ob-^ 
aervation. 

Lord  Essex,  who  bad  pUrdued  his  return  to  thd 
government  of  Ireland  by  engines  at  Court  for  six 
months  past,  began  to  let  all  that  budiness  Of  Sir 
Jamed  Sheen  cool^  and  to  reckon  upon  laying  a 
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surer  foundation  for  that  design,  ^m  the  credit 
he  intended  to  gain  in  the  approaching  Parliament. 
Upon  this  he  began  to  fall  into  new  commerce  with 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  told  him  in  these  shameless 
words,  "  My  Lord,  if  you  will  come  in  to  us,  never 
trouble  yourself,  we  will  make  you  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland/'    The  way  to  this  return  was  to  oppose 
the  Duke*s  stay  here  upon  the  several  passages  he 
made,  but  chiefly  upon  that  before  the  session  of 
Parliament.    Lord  nallifax,  though  be  fell  not  in 
with  Lord  Shaftesbury,  yet  was  glad  to  make  fair 
weather  against  the  Parliament  met,  by  his  oppod- 
tions  to  the  Duke.    Lord  Sunderland  was  struck 
with  the  boldness  of  the  Lords  presentment  in 
Westminster-Hall,  and  the  consequence  of  such 
li^n  being  so  desperately  engaged  in  an  attempt 
therein  they  were  like  to  be  seconded  by  the  hu- 
mour of  the  nation,  upon  the  alarms  of  popery ; 
which  made  him  conclude,  the  King  would  not  b^ 
able  to  support  the  Duke  any  longer,  but  would  be 
forced  to  separate  his  interests  ^om  him  at  last : 
and  he  believed  the  King  himself  was  of  the  same 
mind.     Mr.  Godolphin  fell  into  the  same  thoughts 
with  Lord  Sunderland,  both  of  the  thing  itself,  and 
<^  ihe  King's  mind  in  it :  so  as  upon  the  debate  in 
council,  concerning  the  Duke's  stay  or  going  back 
into  Scotland  before  the  Parliament  met,  these  four 
joined  absolutely  in  the  reasons  and  advices  for  his 
going  away;  and  though  tlie  rest  of  the  council 
were  generally  of  the  contrary  opinion,  yet  the 
King  fell  in  with  these  four,  and  concluded  the 
thing,  against  the  Duke's  will  and  his  friends,  as  I 
have  been  told  t  for  dating  all  these  transactions  I 
was  in  the  country,  with  my  thoughts  and  prepa- 
rations wholly  turned  upon  my  Spanish  embassy; 
and  I  was  the  wiliinger  to  be  there,  upon  the  re- 
solution I  had  long  been  fixed  in,  never  to  enter 
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into  any  differences  or  personal  matters  between 
the  King  and  his  brother. 

The  Duke  went  away,  and  the  Parliament  be- 
gan, with  the  general  knowledge  of  so  many  great 
persons  having  appeared  so  publicly  against  his 
Highness  in  Westminster-Hall^  and  so  consider- 
able ones  in  the  Court  itself,  and  at  the  council- 
table  :  those  of  the  first  gang  fell  immediately  into 
the  cabals  of  Lords  and  Commons  who  framed  the 
Bill  of  Exclusion  ;  wherein  they  were  desperately 
engaged,  not  only,  as  they  professed,  upon  opinion 
of  national  ends,  but  likewise  upon  that  of  self-pre- 
servation, having  broken  irreparably  all  measures 
already  with  the  Duke:  the  generality  of  the  House 
of  Commons  were  carried,  partly  with  the  plausible- 
ness  of  the  thing,  calculated  m  appearance  only 
against  popery,  without  any  private  ends  as  was 
pretended ;  and  partly  with  the  opinion  of  the 
King's  resolution  to  fall  into  it,  upon  the  observa- 
tion of  such  Lords  of  the  Court  having  engaged  so 
far  in  sending  away  the  Duke.  All  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth's  friends  drove  it  on  violently;  not 
doubting  he  would  lie  in  the  Duke's  place,  though 
n  provision  seemed  to  be  made  for  that  in  the 
forms  of  the  draught :  and  all  these  circumstances 
concurring,  made  so  violent  a  torrent  for  carrying 
on  this  bill,  as  nothing  could  resist,  or  any  ways 
divert ;  and  as  it  happens  upon  all  occasions,  the 
small  opposition,  made  by  two  or  three  men,  made 
the  violence  the  greater. 

Besides  these  general  circumstances,  there  were 
two  more  particular  and  personal,  that  seemed  to 
me  to  have  great  influence  upon1:he  House:  one 
was  Lord  Russel  setting  himself,  almost  with  af- 
fectation, at  the  head  of  this  affair ;  who  was  a  per- 
son in  general  repute  of  an  honest  worthy  gentle- 
man, without  tricks  or  private  ambition,  and  who 
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was  known  to  venture  as  great  a  stake  perhaps  as 
any  subject  of  England.  The  other  was  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones  entering  upon  it  so  abruptly  and  so  de- 
sperately as  he  did,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  first  day 
he  came  into  the  House  (at  least  I  have  been  told 
so,  for  I  was  not  there),  which  was  some  time  after 
the  session  began,  having  been  engaged  in  a  dis- 
puted election.  And  this  person  having  the  name 
of  the  greatest  lawyer  of  England,  and  commonly 
of  a  very  wise  man;  besides  this,  of  a  very  rich,  and 
of  a  wary  or  rather  timorous  nature ;  made  people 
generally  conclude  that  the  thing  was  certain  and 
safe,  and  would  at  last  be  agreed  on  all  parts,  what- 
ever countenance  were  made  at  Court. 

The  bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was 
carried  up  by  Lord  Russel  to  the  House  of  Lords; 
as  I  think,  for  I  was  not  there  at  the  House.  But, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  met  with  another  kind  of 
reception.  The  King  was  resolved,  and  declared 
against  the  biU :  and  though  Lord  Shaftesbury, 
Lord  Essex,  and,  as  I  remember,  about  fifteen  more, 
were  violently  for  it;  yet  the  rest  of  the  House  were 
firm  and  positive  against  it;  among  whom  Lord 
H all ifax  appeared  most  in  the  head  of  all  debates ; 
and  so  it  was,  after  long  contest,  absolutely  thrown 
out.  This  enraged  the  House  of  Commons ;  and, 
having  failed  of  the  only  thing  they  seemed  to  have 
at  heart,  made  them  fall  upon  persons ;  engage  first 
in  the  pursuit  of  Lord  Stafford  to  the  block,  upon 
the  score  of  the  plot ;  and  then  in  addresses,  either 
upon  general  discontents  in  the  public  affairs,  or 
upon  common  fame  against  particular  men. 

During  the  whole  proceeaings  of  this  session  of 
Parliament,  I  played  a  part  very  impertinent  for  a 
man  that  had  any  designs  or  ambitions  about  him^ 
but  for  me  who  had  none  (and  whose  head  was  fixed 
either  upon  my  embassy  into  Spain,  or  upon  my 
absolute  retirement)  the  only  one  wherein  \  could 


550  Menmrffrom  the  Peace  in  167 Qf 

have  satisfied  myself.    As  I  never  entered  into  pub^ 
lie  business  by  m^  own  chmce  or  pursuit,  but  ai. 
ways  called  into  it  by  the  King  or  his  MiniBters ; 
so  I  never  made  the  common  use  of  it,  by  ever  ask« 
ing  either  money,  lands,  or  honour  c^  his  Majesty; 
though  I  have  been  oflen  enough  urged  to  it  by 
my  friends,  and  invited  by  so  great  degrees  of  con» 
fidence  and  favour,  as  1  have  stood  in  with  hi$ 
Majesty  both  often  and  long.     I  never  had  my 
heart  set  upon  any  thing  in  public  affiiirs,  but  the 
happiness  of  my  country,  and  greatness  of  the 
Crown :  and,  in  order  to  that,  the  unimi  of  both, 
by  which  alone,  I  thought  both  could  be  atchieved. 
When  I  fell,  first  into  despair  of  this,  I  fell  first  into 
a  distaste  o{  all  public  affitirs;  which  has  been 
flourished  by  a  course  of  such  accidents  and  turns 
c^  Court,  and  pef^onal  inconstancies  or  infiddities, 
as  I  have  related.     By  what  means  I  came  to  be 
so  long  engaged,  as  to  see  this  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  have  told ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  told,  the 
yexarion  and  trouble  which  the  course  of  it  gave 
me.     I  Icnew  very  well,  that  all  the  safety  of  Ran- 
ders  and  Holland  depended  upon  the  union  of  his 
Majesty  with  his  Pariiament,  which  might  enable 
him  to  make  such  a  figure  in  Christendom,  as  the 
Crown  of  England  has  done,  and  ought  always  to 
do.     The  Dutch  had  sent  over  Monsieur  Van 
Lewen  to  make  both  Court  and  country  sensible  of 
this  necessity  that  Christendcmi  was  in ;  and  how 
much  all  would  lie  at  the  mercy  of  France,  from 
the  day  they  saw  the  hopes  of  it  fail.     The  House 
of  Commons  met,  with  such  a  bent  upon  what  they 
thought  the  chief  of  their  home  concerns,  that  the 
name  of  any  thing  foreign  would  not  be  allowed 
:among  them ;  nay,  the  mention  of  Spanish  leagues, 
alliances  with  Holland,  and  measures  intended  by 
the  King  with  other  confederates,  were  laMghed  at, 
as  Court-tricks,  and  too  stale  to  pass  any  more. 
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va$  the  Bill  pf  Ex^ly&ioq  j  ^»d  io  default  of  tfe»t> 
uppQ  heate  ftgaipst  tb#  goy^^nm^et  And  the  Mimr 
8ters,  not  wWiowt  some  ^afw^ing  at  t^f  Ki^g.  Tbi» 
wa$  r©feur»#d  with  bpat^at  Cpwrt  by  tbwe  ]Vf  inistejip 
that  were  cbie%  touched  $  wbjch  wer^B  l-ofd  Uat 
lifax,  who,  by  a  fiuddw  Utm^  whereof  I  Jknony  ^q 
accoiwt,  b»d  ^t  the  beginniQg  of  th^  ^epsign  fallen 
into  tfaje  open  defence  of  tbe  Puke^s  inter^tsj  and 
Mf.  Hyde,  wbp,  by  bis  ration  to  tb^  Duke,  and 
by  his  education  wholjiy  at  Cpgrt,  wa*  ever  reckon- 
ed upom,  as  well  as  found  to  b^»  first  in  that  poiut.. 
Though  I  did  not  find  by  them,  that  they  thought 
it  would  be  tp  much  piurpp^^  only  they  promised 
to  agree  with  the  JCing  upon  the  drjiught  of  som« 
expedients  in  the  case,  which  Lprd  Sallifax  ha4 
charged  himself  with,  and  shpuld  be  changed  with 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  during  the  heats  of  th? 
Commons, 

For  my  own  part,  so  sopn  m  I  saw  the  jbpnt  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  th^  yipl^a^ce  with  which 
it  was  carried,  and  the  distractions  it  was  like  tp 
engage  the  kingdom  in,  at  a  time  they  were  so  little 
in  season ;  I  gave  over  first  aJl  hopes,  and  then  aU 
thoughts  upon  so  unpleasant  a  theme.  In  the 
busio/ess  of  the  biU  I  never  meddled,  nor  so  much 
as  reasoned  either  in  or  out  pf  the  House ;  having 
d^clar^d  my  opinion  to  tbp  ICing  a^d  his  Ministers, 
tiiflt  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  oppose  it  there ;  nor 
£»r  the  King  to  take  notice  of  the  Commons  ad4ress 
upon  it,  fmther  ihm^  to  Jet  them  know,  th^-t  wheo- 
fiver  any  bills,  pr  any  addresses  ^ppn  things  o£  that 
fijture,  were  brought  to  him  from  bpth  Houses* 
he  would  answer  ^m,  By  this  mewj$  I  tjipugbt 
the  King  was  sure  of  his  end ;  for  the  biU  would 
certainly  fall  as  often  as  it  came  into  the  House  of 
Lords ;  and,  if  he  should  be  forced  to  break  the 
Parliament,  it  would  b^  better  done  upon  invinci- 
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ble  difference  between  the  two  Houses,  than  upon 
any  between  his  Majesty  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. But  this  opinion  was  not  agreed  to  by  the 
chief  Ministers.  After  that,  I  pressed  both  the 
King  and  them  to  bring  such  expedients  as  they 
told  me  were  resolved  on ;  that  so  we  might  make 
all  the  strength  we  could  to  support  them  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  thereby  reduce  things  to 
some  temper ;  but  these,  though  daily  talked  of, 
never  appeared.  I  went  not  often,  either,  to  the 
House  or  Council ;  but  when  I  did,  and  thought  it 
to  any  purpose,  I  endeavoured  to  allay  the  heats  on 
either  side ;  and  told  the  King  I  expected  to  be 
turned  out  of  the  House  in  the  morning,  and  out 
of  the  Council  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Hyde  asked 
me  one  day  in  the  council-chamber,  why  I  came  so 
seldom  to  the  House  or  Council ;  I  told  him,  it  was 
upon  Solomon's  advice,  neither  to  oppose  the  migh- 
ty, nor  go  about  to  stop  the  current  of  a  river :  upon 
which  he  said,  I  was  a  wise  and  a  quiet  man  ;  and, 
if  it  were  not  for  some  circumstances  he  could  not 
help,  he  would  do  so  too. 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  spoken  in  the  House, 
but  upon  the  motion  of  supplies  for  Tangier*;  upon 
the  digestion  of  the  first  address  about  general  grie- 
vances ;  and  in  the  cases  of  my  Lord  Chief  Justice 
North,  and  my  Lord  Hallifax  being  impeached  up- 
on common  fame :  nor  at  any  general  councils,  un- 
less it  were  upon  the  House  of  Commons  address 
against  Lord  Hallifax,  and  upon  a  debate  about 
dissolving  the  Parliament ;  wherein  I  desired  the 
King  and  Council  never  to  lay  asi4e  the  thoughts 
and  endeavours  of  agreeing  either  with  this  or  some 
other  Parliament,  as  a  matter  of  so  great  necessity 
to  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  affairs  both  abroad  and 
at  home.    Lord  Hallifax  answered  me  in  few  words, 

*  See  the  Appendisc,  . 
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that  every  body  was  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  the 
King's  agreeing  with  his  Parliaments,  though  not 
widi  this :  and  *  Mn  Seymour  told  me,  he  perfectly 
agreed  with  me  in  what  I  had  said.  The  last  thing 
I  did,  in  House  or  Council,  was  to  carry  the  King's 
last  answer  to  the  Commons,  containing  his  reso- 
lutions never  to  consent  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
Duket;  which  Secretary  Jenkins  had  been  char- 
ged with  the  night  before  at  council :  but  he  was 
thought  too  unacceptable  to  the  House,  it  seems, 
for  a  message  that  was  like  to  prove  so ;  and  next 
morning  the  King  would  have  had  Sir  Robert  Carr 
or  Mr.  Godolphin  have  carried  it,  but  they  both 
excjursed  themselves  j  upon  which  the  King  sent 
for  me. 

I  told  his  Majesty,  I  did  not  very  well  understand 
why  a  thing,  agreed  upon  last  night  at  council- 
table,  should  be  altered  in  his  chamber ;  but  that  I 
was  very  willing  however  to  obey  him,  and  the  ra- 
ther upon  others  having  excused  themselves,  and 
to  shew  his  Majesty  that  I  intended  to  play  no  po- 
pular games :  upon  which  I  took  the  paper,  and 
told  the  King  that  I  was  very  sensible  how  much 
of  his  confidence  I  formerly  had,  and  how  much  I 
had  lost,  without  knowing  the  occasion ;  or  else  I 
might  have  had  part  in  the  consulting  this  change 
of  what  was  last  night  resolved,  as  well  as  in  exe- 
cuting it ;  and  I  would  confess  to  his  Majesty,  that 
I  had  not  so  good  a  stomach  in  business,  as  to  be 
content  only  with  swallowing  what  other  people 
had  chewed.  Upon  which  I  went  away,  and  car- 
ried my  message  to  the  House,  which  was  received 
just  as  was  expected.  I  tell  this  passage  freely,  as 
I  do  all  the  rest ;  as  the  only  thing  I  could  imagine 
the  King  could  ever  take  ill  of  me ;  and  yet  I  know 

*  Aftemardfl  Sir  £•  Seymour.  f  See  the  Appendix. 
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not  how  it  could  be  a  fault,  more  than  in  a  pmnt  of 
manners  neither,  or  the  homeliness  of  expression. 

That  which  completed  my  resolution  oi  recess 
from  all  public  business,  was  to  find,  as  I  thoughtt 
very  plainly,  that  both  parties,  who  could  agree  in 
nothing  else,  yet  did  it  in  this  one  point,  of  bring* 
ing  things  to  the  last  extremity.  Lord  Shaftesbury 
and  his  party  thought  the  points  of  popular  discour 
tents  and  petitions,  or  at  least  that  of  the  King'a 
wants,  would  at  last  bring  the  Court  to  their  mercy 
in  one  Parliament  or  ofiier.  Those  Ministers,  who 
were  past  all  measures  with  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  thought  there  was  no  way,  but  by  their  heats^ 
to  bring  the  King  to  a  dislike,  and  thereby  to  a  dis>- 
use  of  Parliaments.  And  by  this  likewise  the  Duke's 
interest  seemed  at  present  only  to  be  secured^  So 
that,  where  both  parties  consented  in  dividing  to 
extremity  on  each  side,  no  man  could  think  aay 
longer  of  uniting;  nor  consequently  to  see  the 
Crown  in  such  a  posture  as  I  had  ever  wished  it, 
and  for  our  neighbours  sakes  as  well  as  our  own. 

I  found  this  yet  more  evident  at  the  laat  debates, 
during  my  assistance  at  the  g>reign  committee, 
concerning  the  answer  his  Majesty  should  return 
to  the  repeated  addresses  of  the  House  of  Commonl^ 
relating  to  the  Bill  of  Exclusion.  I  was  of  opinloa 
it  should  be,  that,  when  both  Houses  agreed  upon 
an  address  to  this  purpose,  he  would  give  them  an 
answer ;  but  till  then  would  suq^end  it,  and  not 
send  a  positive  answer  to  one  House  upon  so  w/eigh*- 
ty  an  occasion,  which,  £6r  aught  he  knew,  might 
be  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  other.  By  thiis  meaas 
tie  would  be  secure  from  the  necessity  of  any  diraet 
breach  with  the  Commons ;  sin^e  ne  knew  weU 
enough,  the  Lords  would  not  consent  to  the  aAr 
dress.  And,  if  the  Parliament  came  to  be  dissol- 
ved, it  were  better  for  the  King  it  should  break 
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upon  difilBrences  between  the  two  Houses,  than  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  them.  For  this  would  givQ 
the  nation  an  opinion,  that  he  was  resolved  to  live 
without  Parliaments  hereafter;  which  might  en- 
danger perhaps  our  peace  at  home,  but  would 
however  ruin  the  hopes  of  our  neighbours  abroad, 
who  had  no  other  or  defending  themselves  against 
France,  but  by  the  power  of  England :  that,  if  this 
Parliament  broke  upon  disputes  or  differences  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  it  might  yet  be  expected 
he  would  call  another,  and  perhaps  a  third,  and 
agree  with  some  of  them,  by  which  alone  he  could 
be  great  and  s^fe  both  at  home  and  abroad.  For  it 
was  between  the  King  and  his  Parliament,  as  be- 
tween the  mountain  and  Mpbomet,  who  told  the 
people  what  miracles  he  would  do  when  he  was  at 
the  top  of  the  mountain ;  and  to  that  purpose  he 
would  on  such  a  day  call  it  to  him ;  he  did  so,  but 
the  mountain  would  not  corne  j  whereupon  he  said, 
that,  if  the  mountain  would  not  come  to  Mahomet, 
he  would  go  to  the  mountain ;  for  unless  they  both 
met,  no  wonders  could  be  done.  The  King  seem- 
ed pleased  with  oil  I  said,  and  with  the  comparison; 
but  those  of  the  committee,  that  were  chief  in  the 
private  measures  taken  at  this  time,  were  for  a  po- 
sitive answer  to  be  given  the  House  of  Commons^ 
let  tbem  take  it  how  they  pleased  j  and  according. 
ly  this  was  resolved. 

However,  all  these  considerations  or  interests 
could  not  move  the  King  to  dissolve  this  Parlia- 
ment, without  calling  another  at  the  same  time  to 
meet  at  Oxford  in  the  spring.  Whereupon,  the 
heads  of  the  university  at  Cambridge  sent  to  me, 
Hx)  know  whether  I  intended  to  stand  again  for  that 
selection :  I  went  to  the  King  to  acquaint  him  with 
it,  and  know  his  pleasure  what  answer  I  should  re- 
turn them :  be  seemed  at  first  indifferent,  and  bid 
me  do  what  I  would :  but  when  I  said  I  was  veiy 
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indifferent  too,  and  would  do  in  it  what  his  Ma- 
jesty liked  best ;  he  said,  in  a  manner  kind  and  fa- 
miliar, that,  considering  how  things  stood  at  this 
time,  he  doubted  my  coming  into  the  House  woidd 
not  be  able  to  do  much  good ;  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  as  well  for  me  to  let  it  alone ;  which  I 
said  I  would  do. 

When  I  left  the  King  I  went  to  my  Lord  Sun- 
derland, and  told  him  what  had  passed ;  who  took 
this  as  the  first  certain  sign  of  his  Majesty's  having 
fixed  his  resolution,  and  lefloff  all  thoughts  of  agree- 
ing with  his  Parliaments,  and  of  his  having  taken 
his  measures  another  way,  for  the  supply  of  his  trea- 
sures in  the  ill  condition  they  were  in.  He  knew 
very  well,  that,  during  the  last  session,  the  King  had 
always  told  me,  that  he  was  resolved  to  propose 
some  expedients  to  the  Houses,  upon  which  he  had 
hopes  they  might  agree :  that  he  had  ordered  Lord 
Hallifaxto  draw  them  up,  and  hadbid  me  reserve  my 
credit  in  the  House  for  that  occasion :  and  that,  if 
there  were  any  thoughts  of  agreeing  with  the  next 
Parliament,  the  King,  he  was  sure,  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  me  in  the  House.  He  said  upon 
it,  in  some  passion,  that  he  now  gave  all  for  gone, 
and  that  he  must  confess  I  knew  the  King  better 
than  he  had  done ;  and  so  we  parted. 

Within  few  days,  employed  wholly  in  my  do- 
mestic concerns,  and  in  oraer  to  the  remove  I  in- 
tended, I  left  the  town  and  went  to  Sheen :  from 
whence  I  sent  the  King  word  by  my  son,  that  I 
would  pass  the  rest  of  my  life  like  as  good  a  sub- 
ject as  any  he  had ;  but  that  I  wOuld  never  meddle 
any  more  with  any  public  affairs ;  and  desired  his 
Majesty  would  not  be  displeased  with  this  resolu- 
tion. The  King  very  graciously  bid  him  tell  me, 
that  he  was  not  angry  with  me,  no  not  at  all. 

I  had  not  been  above  a  week  at  Sheen,  when  my 
Lady  Northumberland  (who  lived  then  at  Sion^ 


to  the  Author's  Retirement.  557 

came  to  my  closet  one  morning,  and  told  me,  that, 
the  day  before,  my  Lord  Sunderland,  my  Lord  Es- 
sex's names,  and  mine,  were  struck  out  of  the  coun- 
cil ;  which  was  the  first  word  I  heard  of  any  such 
thing ;  and  upon  which  I  neither  made  any  reflec* 
tions  nor  enquiries ;  though  many  others  seemed 
much  to  wonder,  and  enquired  of  me  what  could 
be  the  reason  of  my  beingjoined  with  the  other  two 
Lords,  whose  proceedings  had  been  very  different. 
My  Lord  Sunderland  was,  during  the  late  ses- 
sion  of  Parliament,  fallen  under  a  great  displeasure 
of  his  Majesty;  and  into  an  outrageous  quarrel  with 
Lord  Hallifax,  The  last  happened,  not  only  upon 
their  dividing  in  the  businesses  of  the  Parliament 
and  council,  but  likewise  upon  Lord  Sunderland's 
entering  into  new  commerce  and  measures  with 
Lord  Shaftesbury ;  as  my  Lord  Hallifax  told  me, 
and  which  I  should  not  have  otherwise  known ;  for, 
if  there  were  any  such  commerce.  Lord  Sunderland 
•had  made  it  a  secret  to  me ;  as  knowing  too  well 
the  aversion  I  always  had  for  that  Lord,  and  the 
whole  course  of  his  proceedings  in  all  public  af- 
fairs. But  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  another  rea- 
son of  the  quarrel  between  him  and  Lord  Hallifax ; 
which,  he  said,  broke  out  the  same  night  a  debate 
arose  at  council  concerning  an  address  of  the  House 
of  Commons  against  Lord  Hallifax,  wherein  Lord 
Sunderland  had  been  of  opinion,  the  King  should 
not  yield  to  it.  But,  after  council.  Lord  Hallifax 
went  to  Lord  Sunderland's  lodgings,  where  they 
fell  into  discourse  of  what  had  passed ;  and  Lord 
Sunderland  told  him,  that  though  he  had  given  his 
opinion  at  council  as  he  thought  became  him  j  yet, 
if  such  an  address  should  ever  be  made  against  him- 
self, he  would  certainly  desire  leave  of  the  King  to 
retire,  as  a  thing  that  would  be  for  his  service. 
Upon  this  Lord  Hallifax  fell  into  such  a  passion, 
that  he  went  out  of  the  room,  and  from  that  time 
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they  hardly  lived  in  any  common  dvility  where 
they  met. 

The  refiners  thought  Lord  Hallifax,  who  saw 
himself  topped  by  Lord  Sunderland's  credit  and 
station  at  Court,  resolved  to  make  this  sudden  turn 
of  falling  in  with  the  Kins^  upon  the  point  then  in 
debate  about  the  Bill  of  Exclusion^  wherein  he 
found  the  King  steady^  and  that  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land would  lose  himself)  so  that)  falling  into  con- 
fidence with  the  Kin^  upon  such  a  turn^  he  should 
be  alone  chief  in  the  Ministry,  without  competitor. 
At  least  the  reasoners  on  this  matter  could  nnd  no 
other  ground  for  such  a  change  in  Lord  Hallifax's 
course,  after  what  he  had  so  long  steensd,  and  so 
lately  in  having  been  the  chief  promoter  of  the 
Duke's  being  sent  away  to  Scotland  just  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Pai^liament. 

The  Kind's  quarrels  to  my  Lord  Sunderland^  as 
far  as  I  could  oDserve,  were  chiefly  two :  firsts  his 
Voting  in  the  Lords  House  for  the  Bill  of  Exclu- 
sion, not  only  against  the  King's  mind,  but  against 
his  express  command ;  which,  for  a  person  actually 
in  his  service,  and  in  such  a  post  as  Secretary  of 
State,  seemed  something  extraordinary.  And  I 
remember,  when  I  spoke  to  him  of  it,  as  what  the 
Kins  must  resent,  and  what  I  was  confident  he 
Would  be  steady  in,  he  told  me  it  was  too  late,  for 
his  honour  was  engaged,  and  he  could  not  break 
it.  The  other  was  a  memorial,  sent  over  by  Mr% 
Sidney,  the  King's  envoy  at  the  Hague,  and  given 
him  by  the  Pensioner  Fagel,  representing  tM  sad 
consequences  abroad,  of  his  Majesty's  not  agree* 
ing  with  his  Parliaments ;  the  danger  of  his  allies^ 
and  of  the  Protestant  religion ;  and  thereupon^ 
though  not  directly,  yet  seeming  to  wish  that  the 
King  would  not  br^k  with  them^^  though  it  were 
even  upon  the  point  of  the  Bill  of  Exclusion,  This 
was,  as  I  remember,  the  substance ;  for  I  never 
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heard  t  Word  of  it,  cither  before  or  after  its  being 
received  at  the  foreign  committee ;  where  I  was  aii 
itiuch  surprised  at  it  as  any  one  there^  but  had  not 
the  same  thoughts  of  its  original,  as  I  find  some 
other  of  the  Lords  had.  For  they  believed  it  a 
thing  directed  and  advised  from  hence ;  and,  in  a 
word,  by  Lord  Sunderland  to  Mr.  Sidney  his  uncle^ 
as  a  matter  that  would  be  of  weight  to  induce  the 
King  to  pass  the  bilL  But  besides  that.  Lord  Sun* 
derland  protested  to  me,  after  council,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  it  till  he  received  a  copy  from  Mr.  Sid- 
ney, who  sent  the  original  to  the  other  secretaiy. 
I  thought  he  could  not  understand  the  King  so  ill, 

^  as  to  believe,  that  would  be  a  motive  to  him  to  pass 
the  bill,  or  that  it  could  have  any  other  effect  than 
to  anger  him  at  the  Dutch,  for  meddling  in  a  mat- 
ter that  was  domestic,  not  only  to  the  nation,  but 
to  the  Crown.  Besides,  I  observed  the  style  to  be 
of  one  that  understood  little  of  our  constitution,  by 
several  e:^ressions  in  the  paper ;  whereof  one  was, 
why  the  King  should  not  prevent  such  consequen^- 
eeife,  when  he  might  do*  it  par  un  trait  de  plimte  [by 
a  stroke  with  a  pen] ;  which  shewed,  the  author 
thought  our  acts  of  Parliament  had  been  passed  by 
the  King's  signing  them« 

This^  and  the  whole  cast  of  it,  made  me  believe 
it  certainly  came  from  the  Pensioner  Fagel ;  a  man 
ef  great  piety  and  zeal  in  his  religion,  mightily  Con- 
oerned  for  all  he  thought  would  endanger  it ;  and 
besides,  of  great  warmth  and  suddenness  in  pursu^ 
ing  any  thought  that  possessed  him.  However, 
the  King,  as  well  ai$  some  of  the  committee^  be-^ 

^  lieved,  this  was  of  my  Lord  Sunderland's  forge ; 
and  that  many  of  the  heats  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  been  encouraged  andraised  to  such  height 
by  his  seeming  to  favour  them  $  which,  they  might 
think,  he  would  not  do  unless  he  believed  the  King 
would  at  length  comply  With  them. 
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Tliese,  I  suppose,  were  the  reasons  of  the'reso* 
lution  taken  at  Court  to  remove  Lord  Sunderland, 
both  from  the  Secretary's  office  and  the  Council. 
What  made  my  Lord  Essex  be  joined  with  him  is 
a  great  deal  more  obvious ;  having  ever  since  meet- 
ing of  the  Parliament  run  up  in  the  greatest  heights 
and  nearest  measures  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
and  Lord  Shaftesbury,  both  in  the  Bill  of  Exclu- 
sion, and  all  other  matters  where  he  intervened,  ei- 
ther in  debates  of  Parliament  or  of  Council  ^  either 
concerning  the  bill,  or  several  addresses  against 
Ministers.  How  I  came  to  be  joined  with  these 
two  Lords,  by  the  King's  ordering  our  names  to 
be  struck  out  of  the  council-book  at  the  same  time, 
I  neither  know,  nor  could  ever  give  any  reason,  un- 
less it  were,  what  was  commonly  guessed,  of  my 
being  a  friend  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  or  of  my 
Lord  Sunderland,  with  whom  I  had  a  very  long  ac- 
quaintance, and  of  our  families,  as  well  as  personal. 
For  the  first,  I  could  think  it  no  crime,  considering 
how  little  that  Prince  had  ever  meddled,  at  least 
to  my  knowledge,  in  any  domestic  concerns  of  his 
Majesty,  during  all  that  passed  since  the  first  heats 
in  Parliament  here,  though  he  had  been  extreme 
sensible  of  the  consequences  they  were  like  to  have 
upon  all  his  interests,  and  nearest  concernsat  home ; 
which  were,  the  preservation  of  Flanders  from  the 
French  conquest,  and  thereby  of  Holland  from  fall- 
ing by  sudden  treaties  into  an  absolute  dependance 
upon  that  Crown. 

I  can  give  no  other  reason,  unless  it  were,  that 
as  my  Lord  Salisbury  had  been  struck  put  some 
days  before,  upon  his  having  declared  at  council, 
that  he  would  come  there  no  more ;  so  his  Majesty 
and  his  Ministers  might  think,  that  upon  my  hav- 
ing taken  the  same  resolution  as  to  that,  and  all 
public  affairs,  though  signified  only  in  private  to 
his  Majesty,  aijd  with  all  the  gooa  manners  that 
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Secretary's  office,  his  uncle  Coventry  would  look 
out  for  some  other  chapman ;  for  as  soon  as  he  had 
found  one,  he  was  resolved  to  part  with  it.  I  told 
hiqi  I  was  very  willing,  and  would  speak  to  the 
King,  that  his  market  should  not  be  spoiled  upon 
any  occasion.  Whether  his  Lordship  believed  me 
or  no,  I  did  so,  and  desired  his  Majesty  to  think 
of  some  other  for  that  place ;  for  my  ill  health  in- 
creasing with  my  age,  made  me  find  myself  unable 
to  go  through  with  the  toils  of  that  office,  if  exe- 
cuted in  the  forms  and  with  the  attendance  it  re- 
quired. The  King  told  me,  he  could  not  consent 
to  it ;  that  if  he  should,  he  knew  not  a  man  in  Eng- 
land fit  for  it  besides  me,  so  that  I  had  no  reason 
to  take  it  kindly  of  him.  I  desired  his  Majesty  to 
give  me  leave,  and  I  would  propose  three  persons, 
of  which  I  would  undertake  every  one  should  be 
fitter  than  I.  The  King  would  not  so  much  as  hear 
me  name  them ;  but  told  me,  it  was  a  point  he  had 
^  been  so  long  fixed  in,  that  he  could  not  change  hig 

^  resolution. 

^  In  our  last  meeting  we  had  calculated  how  many 

^  at  council  could,  in  any  probability,  oppose  the  dis. 

^  solving  of  the  present  Parliament,  and  calling  an- 

^  other ;  and  we  had  concluded,  there  could  not  be 

^  above  siix  in  the  whole  council  that  could  be  against 

'  it  at  the  most ;  which  we  thought  would  be  a  greal 

\  support  to  the  King's  resolution,  against  all  the  ex- 

^  clamations  ^we  expected  from  Lord  Shaftesburj 

^  land  his  friends ;  and  at  least,  that  it  would  be  san 

I  against  the  consequences  which  were  usually  de- 

duced  from  the  forms  of  calling  Parliaments  alwayi 

by  advice  of  the  council,  that  the  dissolving  of  then 

ought  to  be  so  too,  at  least  when  it  was  not  at  thei] 

own  desire. 

The  council-day  came ;  and  when  I  came  thi 
ther,  and  found  the  King  and  three  Lords,  witl 
some  others  already  there^  I  asked  Lord  Sunder 
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the  gentleman  that  brought  it,  Ua-fil.  ditf  par 
Dieu  il  me  le  pay  era  6ien  [Did  he  say  so  ?  by  G — d 
I'll  make  him  pay  dear  for  it];  and  therefore  en* 
tered  immediately  into  practices  with  some  discon- 
tented nobles  of  Scotland  then  at  Paris ;  sent  over 
two  hundred  thousand  pistoles  to  others  in  that 
kingdom,  and  gave  thereby  a  beginning  to  the  first 
troubles  that  were  raised  there.  From  which  time^ 
the  business  of  France  has  ever  been  to  foment  all  • 
divisions  of  England,  whose  interestthey  saw  would  . 
|)Q  ever  to  cross  their  great  design.  However,  Car- 
dinal Mazarin,  after  having  surmounted  his.  own 
dangers  in  France,  and  the  difficulties  incident  to 
a  minority,  pursued  the  plan  left  him  by  his  pre- 
decessor :  and  by  his  measures  taken  with  Crom- 
well, and  the  assistance  of  an  immortal  body  of  six 
thousand  brave  English,  which  were  by  agreement 
t,o  be  continually  recruited,  he  made  such  a  pro- 
gress in  Flanders,  that  Cromwell  soon  found  the 
valance  turned^  and  grown  too  heavy  on  the  French 
9ide:  whereupon  he  dispatched  a.  gentleman  pri- 
vately to  Madrid,  to  propose  there  a  change  of  hisi^ 
treaty  with  France  into,  one  with  Spain^  by  which 
he. would  draw  his  forces  over  into  tlieir  service, 
aAd  make  them  ten  thousand  to  be  continually  re-, 
cryited,  upon  condition  their  first  action  should  be 
to  besiege.  Calais,  and,  when  taken,  to  put  it  into 
his  h^i^ds.    The  gentleman  ^ent  upon  this  errand, 
was  past  the  Pyrenees  when  he.  was  overtaken  by 
the  ne^s  of  Cromwell's  death ;  whereupon  Maza- 
jrin,  having  not  only  lost  his  strongest  support  in 
Flanders,  but  observed  how  that  design  would 
never  be  served  by  any  measures  he  could  take  in 
England,  however  it  should  be  governed^  by  the 
most  legal  or  most  usurped  powers,  he  resolved  up- 
on a  peace  with  Spain  \^  and  made  it  at  the  Pyre- 
nees, against  the  general  sense,  both  of  the  chief 
persons  in  the  Court  and.  the  army,  but  particular- 
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ly  against  the  instances  of  Monsieur  De  Turenne,. 
who  engaged  himself  to  conquer  all  that  was  left 
of  Flanders  in  two  campaigns  more :  but  some  do- 
mestic reasons  prevailed  with  the  Cardinal;  be- 
sides his  age  and  great  infirmities,  which  ended  his 
life  not  long  after  the  peace  was  made. 

The  present  King,  left  in  full  peace  with  all  his 
neighbours,  in  the  flower  of  his  yoiith,  and  instruct- 
ed in  the  school  of  so  able  a  Minister,  begto'to  pur- 
sue the  great  design^  by  the  three  paces  most  ne- 
cessary to  advance  it ;  which  were^  the  wise  ma- 
nagement of  his  revenue,  and  heaping  up  a  mass  of 
treasure:  the  increase  of  hii^  naval  force,  by  build- 
ing many  great  ships,  and  buying  others  from  the 
Dutch ;  and  by  the  purchase  of  Dunkirk  in  the  year 
1665,  without  which  he  could  not  have  aspired  to 
the  conquest  of  Flanders,  or  to  his  greatness  at  seaj 
having  no  other  havea  upon  the  Chanael :  after 
this,  by  fomenting  on  both  sides'  the  seeds  of  dis- 
sension  between  us  and  the  Dutch,  which  were 
sprung  from  other  covered  roots.  He  saw  us  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  Holland  in  1 665,  and  with  such 
honour  and  successes^  that  the  Dutch  would  soon 
have  been  forced  to  a  peace,  had  not  France^  first 
assisted  them  at  land,  against  the  Bishop  of  Mun- 
ster ;  and  then  declared  war  against  us,  and  set  out 
his  fleet  for  assisting  the  Dutch/  This  made  the 
war  more  equally  balanced,  and'  thereby  last  till 
France,  taking  advantage  at  our  division,  invaded 
Flanders ;  and,  by  a  surprise  of  the  unprepared  Spa- 
niards, and  two  campaigns,  carried  the  ihost  con- 
siderable frontier  places  on  both  sides  j  as  Doway, 
Lisle,  Tournay,  on  the  one  side ;  Charlerdy  aiid 
Aeth,  on  the  other ;  by  which  they  left  the  rest  of 
Flanders  at  the  mercy  of  another  campaign.  The 
Dutch  were  alarmed  at  these  successes  of  So 
mighty  a  neighbour  so  near  their  own  doors ;  and 
we  were  spited  at  tbe  French  having  de'clired  war 
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against  us  in  favour  of  Holland,  contrary  to  our  ex- 
pectations ;  and  both  together  contributed  to  the 
peace  at  Breda  in  the  end  of  theyear  1667,  and  to 
our  leagues  with  Holland  with  the  triple  alliance 
in  1668,  for  defence  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands. 
Upon  our  peace  with  Holland,  France  stopped  their 
career  in  rlanders,  and  made  overtures  of  peace 
with  Spain ;  by  the  offer  of  an  alternative,  either  to 
retain  their  conquests  in  Flanders,  or  else  the  whole 
county  of  Burgundy.  We  and  Holland  forced  in 
Spain  to  accept  one  of  them ;  and  the  Spaniards, 
spited  at  this  nardship  upon  them  from  neighbours 
who,  they  thought,  had  as  much  interest  as  they  to 

{)reserve  Flanders,  chose  the  worst,  which  was  to 
eave  the  frontiers  of  Flanders  in  the  French  hands, 
on  purpose  to  give  us  and  Holland  the  greater  jea- 
lousy of  France,  and  in  hopes  thereby  to  engage  us 
all  m  a  war  with  that  Crown.  And  upon  these 
terms  the  peace  was  made  at  Aix  la  Cnapelle  in 
1668. 

After  this,  France  turned  all  their  counsels  to 
break  the  measures  between  us  and  HoUand,  which 
gave  a  stop  to  their  great  design.  The  Dutch  were 
stanch ;  but  we  gave  way  by  the  corruption  of  our 
Ministers,  and  me  French  practices  upon  the  dis- 
positions of  our  Court ;  which  at  length  engaged 
us  in  a  jdint  war  of  both  Crowns  upon  Holland  in 
1672,  to  the  amazement  of  all  men  both  abroad 
and  at  home,  and  almost  to  the  utter  riiin  pf  that 
State ;  till  the  Empire  and  Spain,  roused  by  the 
danger  of  Holland,  which  must  have  ended  in  that 
of  l^anders,  and  all  the  German  provinces  on  this 
side  the  Rhine,  entered  boldly  into  the  war,  for 
the  asdstance  of  the  Dutch ;  which  gave  tiiem 
some  breath,  and  carried  the  scene  of  war  into 
Flanders  and  Germany*  At  the  same  time,  the 
discontents  of  the  people  and  Parliament  at  the 
war,  and  the  necessity  of  declaring  it  against  Spain 
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AS  well  as  Holland,  if  we  continued  longer  in  it, 
prevailed  with  the  King  to  make  a  separate  peace 
with  Holland  in  1673,  and  to  offer  his  mediation 
to  all  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war;  which 
ended  in  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  and  at  last  in  a 
peace  there,  concluded  in  1678 :  whereby  a  fron- 
tier was  left  to  the  Spanish  Netherlands  on  the 
Brabant  side,  by  restitution  of  Aeth  and  Charleroy, 
to  satisfy  the  Dutch ;  but  all  that  remained  on  the 
side  of  Flanders,  after  the  peace  of  Aix,  as  Cam- 
bray,  Air,  St.  Omer,  with  many  others  taken  by 
France  in  the  last  war,  were  by  this  treaty  left  in 
their  possession  ;  besides  great  pretences  by  depen- 
dencies, both  in  Flanders  and  Alsace ;  so  as  Flan- 
ders was  left  at  their  mercy,  whenever  we  or  Hol- 
land should  abandon  its  defence.  And  finding 
both  nations  in  general  but  too  sensible  of  our  in- 
terest on  that  side,  the  councils  of  France  began 
new  practices  upon  our  Court,  wherein  they  were 
encouraged  by  our  factions,  and  the  necessities  of 
money,  into  which  they  had  drawn  the  King.' 

These  were  the  progresses  which  France  had 
made  in  their  great  design,  by  two  wars,  and  two 
general  treaties  of  peace ;  whereof  that  at  Nime- 
guen seemed  more  victorious  than  their  arms  had 
been.  But  they  had  made  another,  yet  more  im- 
portant than  either,  by  their  practices  upon  the 
Elector  arid  Chapter  of  Cologne,  having  gained 
the  majority  of  voices  there  for  the  succession  of 
Prince  William  of  Furstemburg  to  that  principa- 
lity, whenever  the  present  Elector  should  fail;  who 
is  old  and  infirm,  and  has,  for  some  years  past,  de- 
ceived the  world  by  living  so  long.  Prince  Wil- 
liam,  though  a  German,  yet  having  long  devoted 
himself  to  the  French  interests,  and  been  refuged 
and  supported  by  that  Crown  against  the  indigna- 
tion  and  revenge  of  the  Emperor,  is  as  much  a 
Frenchman  as  any  bishop  of  that  kingdom  ^  so  as. 
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whenever  he  comes  to  the  Electorate,  France  will 
be  absolute  master  of  that  principality ;  and  there- 
by cast  shackles,  not  only  ijpon  the  other  Princes 
of  the  J^hine,  but  upon  Holland  too,  both  by  cut- 
ting off  their  trade  upon  the  Rhine,  and  by  bor- 
dering upon  their  inland  provinces,  which  are  most 
exposed  and  hard  to  be  defended :  it  is  said  he  i^ 
likewise  assured  of  the  Chapter  of  Liege,  in  favour 
of  the  same  Prince ;  which  if  true,  and  this  princi- 
pality fall  likewise  under  the  same  dominion,  upon 
the  death  of  the  present  Elector,  France  will  thfen 
surround  the  frontiers  of  Brabant,  and  cut  off  all 
commerce,  or  means  of  defence,  between  them  and 
Luxemburg;  that  they  will  not  have  above  the 
work  of  one  campaign  to  draw  the  net  over  the 
rest  of  Flanders,  and  reduce  all  the  great  cities 
there ;  after  which,  the  rest  must  follow,  and  there- 
by Holland  be  left  to  take  what  measures  they  can 
with  France,  and  become  at  best  a  maritime  pro- 
vince to  that  Crown ;  though,  perhaps,  under  the 
name  of  a  free  State  (for  fear  of  dispeopling  their 
country),  but  with  such  dependance  as  will  leave 
France  the  use  both  of  their  ships  and  money, 
upon  occasion,  in  other  parts.  Whenever  this  hap- 
pens, what  condition  England  will  be  left  in,  upon 
such  an  increase  of  the  French  territory  and  land, 
as  well  as  naval  power,  is  easy  to  conjecture ;  but 
hard,  how  it  can  be  prevented,  otherwise  than  by 
our  vigorous  conjunction  of  counsels,  as  well  as  in- 
terests, with  all  the  late  confederates ;  and  by  a 
firm  union  between  the  Court  and  the  nation  upon 
one  common  bottom,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
chiefly  for  the  preservation  of  Flanders  against  the 
French  designs. 

I  easily  discovered  how  fit  a  posture  we  were  in 
to  engage  in  such  resolutions.  The  nation  divided 
into  two  strong  factions  with  the  greatest  heats 
and  animosities,  and  ready  to  break  out  into  vio^ 
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lence  upon  the  first  occasion.  The  heads  on  both 
sides  desiring  it,  as  grown  past  all  temper  or  com* 
posure.  The  King  involved  in  such  necessities  aiid 
disorders  of  his  revenue,  as,  if  he  could  not  hope 
supplies  from  Parliaments,  Would  throw  him  upon 
seeKing  them  from  France ;  which  would  end  in 
such  measures  with  that  Crown,  as  would  leave 
them  at  liberty  to  pursue  their  great  design  by  new 
attempts  upon  their  neighbours ;  who,  without  the 
support  of  England,  must  give  way  either  by  weak 
defences  or  submissive  treaties. 

Upon  the  survey  of  all  these  circumstances, 
conjunctures,  and  dispositions,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  I  concluded  in  cold  blood,  that  I  could  be 
of  no  further  use  or  service  to  the  King  my  Ma- 
ster and  my  country,  whose  true  interests  I  always 
thought  were  the  same,  and  would  be  both  in  dan- 
ger when  they  came  to  be  divided,  and  for  that 
reason  had  ever  endeavoured  the  uniting  them ; 
and  had  compassed  it,  if  the  passions  of  some  few 
men  had  not  lain  fatally  in  the  way,  so  as  to  raise 
difficulties  that  I  saw  plainly  w^re  never  to  he  sur- 
mounted. Therefore,  upon  the  whole,  I  took  that 
firm  resolution,  in  the  end  of  the  year  1680,  and 
the  interval  between  the  Westminster  and  Oxford 
Parliaments,  never  to  charge  myself  more  with  any 
public  employments ;  but  retiring  wholly  to  a  pn- 
vate  life,  in  that  posture  take  my  fortune  with  my 
country,  whatever  it  should  prove :  which  as  no 
man  can  judge,  in  the  variety  of  accidents  that  at- 
tend human  affairs,  and  the  chances  of  every  day, 
to  which  the  greatest  lives  as  well  as  actions  are 
subject;  so  I  shall  not  trouble  myself  so  much  as 
to  conjecture :  Jata  viam  inveniant. 

Besides  all  these  public  circumstances,  I  consi- 
dered myself  in  my  own  humour,  temper,  and  dis- 
positions, which  a  man  may  disguise  to  others, 
though  very  hardly,  but  cannot  to  himself.    I  had 
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learned  by  living  long  in  Courts  and  public  affiiirs, 
that  I  was  fit  to  live  no  longer  in  either.  I  found 
the  arts  of  a  Court  were  contrary  to  the  frankness 
and  openness  of  my  nature ;  and  the  constraints 
of  public  business  too  great  for  the  liberty  of  my 
humour  and  my  life.  The  common  and  proper 
ends  of  both  are  the  advancement  of  men's  for- 
tunes ;  and  that  I  never  minded,  having  as  much 
as  I  needed,  and,  which  is  more,  as  I  desired.  The 
talent  of  gaining  riches  I  ever  despised,  as  observ- 
ing it  to  belong  to  the  most  despisable  men  in  other 
kinds :  and  I  bad  the  occasions  of  it  so  oflen  in 
my  way,  if  I  would  have  made  use  of  them,  that  I 
grew  to  disdain  them,  as  a  man  does  meat  that  he 
has  always  before  him.  Therefore,  I  never  could 
go  to  service  for  nothing  but  wages,  nor  endure  to 
be  fettered  in  business  when  I  thought  it  was  to  no 
purpose.  I  knew  very  well  the  arts  of  a  Court  are, 
to  talk  the  present  language,  to  serve  the  present 
turn,  and  to  follow  the  present  humour  of  the 
Prince,  whatever  it  is :  of  all  these  I  found  myself 
so  incapable,  that  I  could  not  talk  a  language  I  did 
not  mean,  nor  serve  a  turn  I  did  not  like,  nor  fol- 
low any  man's  humour  wholly  against  my  own. 
Besides,  I  have  had,  in  twenty  years  experience, 
enough  of  the  uncertainty  of  Princes,  the  caprices 
of  fortune,  the  corruption  of  Ministers,  the  vio- 
lence of  factions,  the  unsteadiness  of  counsels,  and 
the  infidelity  of  friends;  nor  do  I  think  the  rest  of 
my  life  enough  to  make  any  new  experiments. 

For  the  ease  of  my  own  life,  if  I  know  myself, 
it  will  be  infinitely  more  in  the  retired,  than  it  has 
been  in  the  busy  scene :  for  no  good  man  can,  with 
any  satisfaction,  take  part  in  the  divisions  of  his 
country,  that  knows  and  considers,  as  I  do,  what 
they  have  cost  Athens,  Rome,  Constantinople, 
Florence,  Germany,  France,  and  England:  nor 
CB,n  ,tbe  wisest  man  foresee  how  ours  will  end,  or 
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what  they  are  like  to  cost  the  rest  of  Christendom 
as  well  as  ourselves.  I  never  had  but  two  aims  in 
public  affairs ;  one,  to  see  the  King  great  as  he 
may  be  by  the  hearts  of  his  people,  without  which 
I  know  not  how  he  can  be  great  by  the  constitu- 
tions of  this  kingdom :  the  other,  in  case  our  fac- 
tions must  last,  yet  to  see  a  revenue  established 
for  the  constant  maintaining  a  fleet  of  fifty  men  of 
war,  at  sea  or  in  harbour,  and  the  seamen  in  con- 
stant pay  ;  which  would  be  at  least  our  safety  from 
abroad,  and  make  the  Crown  still  considered  in 
any  foreign  alliances,  whether  the  King  and  his 
Parliaments  should  agree  or  not  in  undertaking 
any  great  or  national  war.  And  such  an  establish- 
ment I  was  in  hopes  the  last  Parliament  at  West- 
minster might  have  agreed  in  with  the  King,  by 
adding  so  much  of  a  new  fund  to  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds  a-year  out  of  the  present  customs. 
But  these  have  both  failed,  and  I  am  content  to 
have  failed  with  them. 

And  so  I  take  leave  of  all  those  airy  visions  which 
have  so  long  busied  my  head  about. mending  the 
world ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  all  those  shining 
toys  or  follies  that  employ  the  thoughts  of  busy 
men :  and  shall  turn  mine  wholly  to  mend  myself; 
and,  as  far  as  consists  with  a  private  condition, 
still  pursuing  that  old  and  excellent  counsel  of  Py- 
thagoras, that  we  are,  with  all  the  cares  and  en- 
deavours of  our  lives,  to  avoid  diseases  in  the  body, 
perturbations  in  the  mind,  luxury  in  diet,  factions 
in  the  House,  and  seditions  in  the  State. 
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A  Declaration  relating  to  the  Establishment  of  the 
new  PrivT/'Councilf  mentioned  page  511. 

At  the  Court  &t  WhitebaH,  the  21st  April,  167? : 

PRESENT,    . 

The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

His  Majesty  having  caused  the  Privy-Council  to 
meet  yesterday  extraordinary,  was  then  pleased  to 
order  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  to  read  to 
them  the  following  Declaration : — 

My  Lords,  ^ 

His  Majesty  hath  called  you  together,  at  this  time,  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  a  resolution  he  hath  taken  in  ^matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  his  Crown  and  Government ;  and  which,  he  hopes, 
will  prove  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  and  advantage  to  his  kmg- 
doms  in  all  affairs  hereafter,  hoth  at  home  and  abroad ;  and 
therefore  he  doubts  not  of  your  approbation,  however  you  may 
seem  concerned  in  it. 

In  the  first  place,  his  Majesty  gives  you  all  thanks  for  your 
service  to  him  here,  and  for  all  the  good  advices  you  have  given 
him ;  which  might  have  been  more  frequent,  if  the  great  num- 
ber of  this  council  had  not  made  it  unfit  for  tJie  secrecy  and  dis- 
patch that  are  necessary  in  many  great  affairs.  This  forced 
him  to  use  a  smaller  number  of  you  in  a  foreign  committee,  and 
sometimes  the  advices  of  some  few  among  them  (upon  such  oc- 
casions) for  many  years  past.    He  is  sorry  for  the  ul  success  he 
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has  found  in  this  course,  and  sensible  of  the  ill  posture  of  aflairs 
from  that  and  some  unhappy  accidents,  which  have  raised  great 
jealousies  and  dissatisfaction  among  his  good  subjects;  and 
thereby  left  the  Crown  and  Government  in  a  condition  too 
weak  for  those  dangers  we  have  reason  to  fear,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

These,  his. Majesty  hopes,  maybe  yet  prevented  by  a  course 
of  wise  and  steady  counsels  for  the  future ;  and  these  kingdoms 
crow  again  to  make  such  a  figure  as  they  have  formerly  done  in 
tne  world ;  and  as  they  may  always  do,  if  our  union  and  con- 
duct were  equal  to  our  force.  To  this  end,  he  hath  resolved  to 
lay  aside  the  use  he  may  have  hitherto  made  of  any  single  Mi- 
nistry or  private  advices,  or  foreign  committees,  for  the  general 
direction  of  his  a&irs :  and  to  constitute  such  a  Privy-Council, 
as  may  not  only,  by  its  number,  be  fit  for  the  consultation  and 
digestion  of  all  business,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  but  also  by 
the  choice  of  them,  out  of  the  several  parts  this  State  is  com- 
posed of,  may  be  the  best  informed  in  the  true  constitutions  of 
It,  and  .thereby  the  most  able  to  counsel  him  in  all  the  a&irs  and 
interests  of  this  Crown  and  nation.  And,  by  the  constant  ad- 
vice of  such  a  council,  his  Majesty  is  resolved  hereafter  to  go- 
vern his  kingdoms ;  togetlier  with  the  frequent  use  of  his  great 
council  of  Parliament,  which  he  takes  to  be  the  true  ancient 
constitution  of  this  State*and  Government. 

Now,  for  the  greater  dignity  of  this  council,  his  Majesty  re- 
solves their  constant  number  shall  be  limited  to  thirty ;  and,  for 
their  greater  authority,  there  shall  be  fifteen  of  his  chief  offi- 
cers^ who  shall  be  pnvy-counsellors  by  their  places ;  and,  for 
the  other  fifteen,  he  will  choose  ten  out  of  the  several  ranks  of 
the  nobility,  and  five  commoners  of  the  realm,  whose  known 
abilities,  interests,  and  esteem  in  the  nation,  shall  reAder  them 
without  suspicion  of  either  mistaking  or  betraying  the  true  in- 
terest of  the  kingdom,  and  consequently  of  advising  him  ill. 

In  the  first  place,  therefore,  and  to  take  care  of  the  church, 
his  Majesty  will  have  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Bishop 
of  London  for  the  time  being.  And,  to  inform  him  well  in 
what  concerns  the  laws,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  one  of  the 
Lord  Chief  Justices.  For  the  navy  and  stores  (wherein  con- 
sists the  chief  strength  and  safety  of  the  kingdom),  the  Admiral 
and  Master  of  the  Ordnance.  For  the  treasury,  the  Treasurer 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (or  whenever  any  of  these 
charges  are  in  commission,  then  the  First  Commissioner  to  serve 
here  in  tiieir  room) :  the  rest  of  the  fifteen  shall  be  the  Lord 
Privy-Seal, ,  the  Master  of  the  Hprse,  Lord  Steward,  and  Lord 
Chamberlain  of  his  Housiehold,  the  Groom  of  the  Stole,  and  the 
two  Secretaries  of  State :  and  these  shall  be  all  the  offices  of  bin 
kingdom  to  which  the  di|;nity  of  a  Privy-Counsellor  shall  be  mi"* 
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nexed.  The  others  his  Majesty  has  resolved,  and  hopes  he  has 
not  chosen  ill.  His  Majesty  intends,  besides,  to  nave  such 
Princes  of  his  blood,  as  he  shall  at  any  time  call  to  this  board, 
being  here  in  Court :  a  President  of  the  Council,  whenever  he 
shall  find  it  necessary :  and  the  Secretary  of  Scotland,  when 
any  such  shall  be  here.  But  these  being  uncertain,  he  reckons 
not  of  the  constant  number  of  thirty,  which  shall  never  b« 
exceeded. 

To  make  way  for  this  jdew  council,  his  Majesty  hath  now  re- 
solved to  dissolve  this  pld  one;;  and  does  hereby  dissolve  it,  and 
from  this  tinie  excuses  your  further  attendance  here:  but  with 
his  repeated  thanks  for  your  service  hitherto,  and  with  the  as- 
surance of  his  satisfaction  in  you,  so  far  that  he  should  not  have 
parted  with  you,  but  to  make  way  for  this  new  constitution,' 
which  he  takes  to  be,  as  to  the  number  and  choice,  the  most 
proper  and  necessary  for  the  uses  he  intends  them.  And  as 
most  of  you  have  offices  in  his  service,  and  all  of  you  particular 
shares  in  his  favour  and  good  opinion,  so  he  desires  you  will 
continue  to  exercise  and  deserve  them,  with  the  same  diligence 
and  good  affections  that  you  have  hitherto  done ;  and  with  con- 
fidence of  his  Majesty's  kindness  to  you,  ^nd  of  those  testimo-^ 
nies  you  shall  receive  of  it  upon  other  occasions.    > 

Therefore,  upon  the  present  dissolution  of  this  council,  his 
Majesty  appoints  and  commands  all  those  officers  he  hath  named, 
to  attend  him  here  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  as  his' 
Privy-Council ;  together  with  those  other  persons  he  designs  to 
make  up  the  number,  and  to  each  of  whom  he  has  already 
signed  particular  letters  to  that  purpose;  and  commands  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  see  them  issued  out  accordingly ;  which  is 
the  form  he  intends  to  use,  and  that  hereafter  they  shall  be 
signed  in  council,  so  diat  nothing  may  be  done  unadvisedly  in 
the  choice  of  any  person  to  a  charge  of  so  great  dignity  and  im- 
portance to  the  kingdom. 

And,  in  pursuance  thereof,  his  Majesty  did  this 
day  declare,  that  he  had  made  choice  of  the  se- 
veral persons  hereafter  named,  td  he  of  his  Privy- 
CounciL 

His  Highness  iPrince  Rupert. 

Dr.  William  Sancroft,  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Heneage  Lord  Finch,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England. 

Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  Lord  President  of  the  CounciL 

Arthur  Earl  of  Anglesea,  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Christopher  Duke  of  Albemarle. 

James  Duke  of  Monmouth,  Master  of  the  Horse. 
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Henry  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

John  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland. 

James  Duke  of  Ormond,  Lord  Steward  of  the  Household. 

Charles  Lord  Marquis  of  Winchester. 

Henry  Lord  Marquis  of  Worcester. 

Henry  Earl  of  Arlington,  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Household. 

James  Earl. of  Salisbury. 

John  Earl  of  Bridgewater. 

Robert  E^rl  of  Sundetland,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Se- 
pretaties  qf  State.  ... 

Arthur  Earl  of  Essex,  First  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

John  Earl  of  Bajth,  Groom  of  the  Stole. 

Thomas  Lord  Viscount  Falconberg. 

George  Lord  Vispoimt  Hallifax. 

Henry  Lord  Bishop  of  London. 

John  Lord  Roberts. 

Denzil  Lord  Hollis. 

William  Lord  RusseL 

William  Lord  Cavendish., 

Henry  Coventry,  Esq*  ont^eof  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State. 

Sir  Francis  ^orth^  Knt.  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas. 

Sir  Henry  Capell,.  Knight  of  the  Bath,  First  Commissioaer  of 
the  Admiral^. 

Sir  John  Ernley,  Knt.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  Thomas  Chicheley,  Knt.  Master  of  the  Ordnance. 

Sir  Williain  Temple,  Baronet, 

Edward.  Seymour,  Esq. 

Henry  Powle,  Esq. 

And  his  Majesty  commanded  such  of  them  as 
were  then  present  to  be  sworn^  and  to  take  their 
places  at  the  board  accordingly. 

The  Right  Honourable  Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury, who  was  by  his  Majesty's  special  command 
sworn  Lord  President  of  his  Majesty's  Most  Ho- 
nourable Privy  Council,  took  his  place  at  the  board 
accordingly* 

His  Majesty  was  thisjiay  also  pleased  to  declare, 
that  he  intended  to  make 

Sir  Henry  Capell,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
Daniel  Finch,  Esqj 
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Sir  Thomas  Lee,  Baronet, 

Sir  Humphrey  Winch,  Baronet, 

Sir  Thomas  Meers,  Baronet, 

Edward  Vaughan,  Esq; 

Edward  Hales,  Esq; 
Commissioners  for  the  execution  of  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  who  shall  only 
attend  that  business. 

His  Majesty  was  also  pleased  to  declare,  that  he 
would  have  all  his  a£^rs  here  debated  freely,  of 
what  kind  soever  they  were ;  and  therefore  abso- 
lute secrecy. 

His  Majesty  was  also  pleased  to  declare,  that  he 
would  communicate  this  alteration  of  the  Council 
unto  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  a  few  words. 


The  expedients  mentioned  bj^  the  Author  in  page 
^27,. and  some  other  parts  of  .these  Memoirs,  met 
no  success  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  who,  upon 
the  Bill  of  Exclusion  being  thrown  outby  the  Lords, 
had  several  other  expedients  offered  them,  by  some 
of  their  own  members,  but  could  not  fix  upon  any 
Ihat  were  thought  sufficient.    One  expedient  was, 
jtQ  bav^  a  bill  Ixcought  in  for  the  association  of  all 
his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects;  another  was,^  a 
biU  for  the  banishment  of  all  considerable  Papists 
put  of  England ;  a  third,  for  securing  &equent  Par* 
li^^meats.   It  was  likewise  proposed,  that  the  Prince 
of  Orange  should  be  joined  in  the  Administration 
with  the  Duke,  upon  his  coming  to. the  Crown; 
with  sevreal  other  schemes,  which  all  proved  abor^ 
tive ;  so  that,  the  House  of  Commons  began  to  re- 
assume  the  thoughts  of  the  Bill  of  Exclusion ;  to 
which  end  they  presented  an  Address,  December 
15th,  1680.    The  King's  message,  in  answer  to  this 
Address,  January  4th^  1680-81,  was  that  which  the 
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Author  was  commanded  to  carry  to  the  House,  as 
he  tells  us,  page  553.  And,  because  it  may  give 
the  reader  some  light  into  the  affairs  and  disposi- 
tions of  those  times,  the  address  and  the  King's 
answer  are  here  subjoined. 


The  humble  Address  of  the  House  of  Commom, 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  in  answer  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  upon  the  fifteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1680. 

May  it  please  your  most  Excellent  Majesty, 

We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  Commons  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled, 
have  taken  into  our  serious  consideration  your 
Majesty's  gracious  Speech  to  both  your  Houses  of 
Parliament  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  instant  Decem- 
ber ;  arid  do,  with  all  the  grateful  sense  of  faithful 
subjects,  and  sincere  Protestants,  acknowledge  your 
Majesty's  great  goodness  to  us,  in  renewmg  the 
assurances  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  us  of  your 
readiness  to  concur  with  us  in  any  means,  for  the 
security  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  your  gra- 
cious invitation  of  us  to  make  our  desires  known 
to  your  Majestyv 

But,  with  gnef  of  heart,  we  cannot  but  observe, 
that  to  these  princely  offers  your  Majesty  has  been 
advised  (by  what  secret  enemies  to  your  -Majesty, 
and  your  people,  we  know  not)  to  annex  a  reser- 
vation, which,  if  insisted  on  in  the  instance  to  wiiich 
alone  it  is  applicable,  will  render  all  your  Majesty's 
other  gracious  inclinations  of  no  effect  or  advan- 
tage to  us.  Your  Majesty  is  pleased  thus  to  limit 
your  promise  of  concurrence  in  the  remedies  which 
shall  be  proposed,  that  they  may  consist  with  pre- 
iserving  the  succession  of  the  Crown  in  its  due  and 
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le^al  course  of  descent :  and  we  do  humbly  inform 
your  Majesty,  that  no  interruption  of  that  descent 
has  been  endeavoured  by  us,  except  only  the  de- 
scent upon  the  person  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who, 
by  the  wicked  instruments  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
has  been  manifestly  perverted  to  their  religion. 
And  we  do  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty,  as 
the  issue  of  our  most  deliberate  thoughts  and  con- 
sultationsi,  that  for  the  Papists  to  have  their  hopes 
continued,  that  a  Prince  of  that  religion  shall  suc- 
ceed in  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms,' is  utterly  in- 
consistent with  the  safety  of  your  Majesty's  person, 
the  preservation  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the 
prosperity,  peace,  and  welfare  of  your  Protestant 
subjects. 

That  your  Majesty's  sacred  life  is  in  continual 
danger,  under  the  prospect  of  a  Popish  successor^ 
is  evident,  not  only  from  the  principles  of  those 
devoted  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  allow  that 
an  heretical  Prince  (and  such  they  term  all  Pro- 
testant Princes)  excommunicated  and  deposed  by 
the  Pope,  may  be  destroyed  and  murdered ;  but 
also  from  the  testimonies  given,  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  horrid  Popish  plot,  against  divers  traitors 
attainted  for  designing  to  put  those  horrid  princi- 
ples into  practice  against  your  Majesty. 

From  the  expectation  of  this  succession,  has  the 
number  of  Papists  in  your  Majesty's  dominions  so 
much  increased,  within  these  few  years,  and  so 
many  been  prevailed  with  to  desert  the  true  Pro- 
testant religion,  that  they  might  be  prepared  for 
the  favours  of  a  Popish  Prince,  as  soon  as  he  should 
come  to  the  possession  of  the  Crown :  and,  while 
the  same  expectation  lasts,  many  more  will  be  in 
the  same  daliger  of  being  perverted. 

This  it  is  that  has  hardened  the  Papists  of  this 
kingdom,  animated andconfederatedby  their  priests 
andjesuits,  to  make  a  comjnon  purse,  provide  arms, 
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make  application  to  foreign  Princes,  and  solicit 
their  aid,  for  imposing  Popery  upon  us ;  and  all 
this  even  during  your  Majesty's  reign,  and  while 
your  Majesty's  government  and  the  laws  were  our 
protection. 

It  is  your  Majesty's  glory  and  true  interest,  to 
be  the  head  and  protector  of  all  Protestants,  as  well 
abroad  as  at  home;  but,  if  these  hopes  remain, 
what  alliances  can  be  made  for  the  advantage  of 
the  Protestant  religion  and  interest,  which  shall  give 
confidence  to  your  Majesty's  allies  to  join  so  vigo- 
rously with  your  Majesty,  as  the  state  of  that  in- 
terest  in  the  world  now  requires,  while  they  see  this 
Protestant  kingdom  in  so  much  danger  of  a  Popish 
successor;  by  whom,  at  the  present,  all  their  coun- 
sels and  actions  may  be  eluded,  as  hitherto  they 
have  been,  and  by  whom  (if  he  should  succeed) 
they  are  sure  to  be  destroyed? 

We  have  thus  humbly  laid  before  your  Majesty 
some  of  those  great  dangers  and  mischiefs  which 
evidently  accompany  the  expectation  of  a  Popish 
successor :  the  certain  and  unspeakable  evils  which 
will  come  upon  your  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects 
and  their  posterity,  if  such  a  Prince  should  inherit, 
are  more  also  than  we  can  well  enumerate. 

Our  religion,  which  is  now  so  dangerously  sha- 
ken, will  then  be  totally  overthrown ;  nothing  will 
be  left,  or  can  be  found,  to  protect  or  defend  it. 

The  execution  of  old  laws  must  cease,  and  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  expect  new  ones.  The  most  sacred 
obligations  of  contracts  and  promises  (if  any  should 
be  given),  that  shall  be  judged  to  be  against  the  in- 
terest of  the  -Romish  religion,  will  be  violated ;  as 
is  undeniable,  not  only  from  argument  and  expe- 
rience elsewhere,  but  from  the  sad  experience  this 
nation  once  had  on  the  like  occasion. 

In  the  reign  of  such  a  Prince  the  Pope  will  be 
acknowledged  supreme  (though  the  subjects  of  this 
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kingdom  have  sworn  the  contrary),  and  all  Clauses, 
either  as  spiritual,  or  in  order  to  spiritual  things, 
wiJl  be  brought  under  his  jurisdiction* 

The  lives,  liberties,  and  estates  of  all  such  Pro- 
testants as  value  their  souls  and  their  religion  more 
than  their  secular  concernments,  will  be  adjudged 
forfeited. 

To  all  this  we  might  add,  that  it  appears,  in  the 
discovery  of  the  plot,  that  foreign  Princes  were  in- 
vited to  assist  in  securing  the  Crown  to  the  Duke 
of  York;  with  arguments  from  his  great  zeal  to 
establish  Popery,  and  to  extirpate  Protestants 
(whom  they  call  heretics)  out  of  his  dominions;  and 
§ueh  will  expect  performance  accordingly. 

We  further  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty,  in 
your  great  wisdom,  to  consider,  whether,  in  case 
the  Imperial  Crown  of  this  Protestant  kingdom 
should  descend  to  the  Duke  of  York,  the  opposi- 
tion, which  may  possibly  be  made  to  his  possessing 
it,  may  not  only  endanger  the  further  descent  in 
the  royal  line,  but  even  monarchy  itself. 

For  these  reasons, we  are  most  hijmble  petitioners 
to  your  most  sacred  Majesty,  that,  in  tender  com- 
miseration of  your  poor  Protestant  people,  your 
Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  depart  irom 
the  xeservation  in  your  said  speech ;  and,  when  a 
bill  shall  be  tendered  to  your  Majesty,  in  a  parlia- 
mentary way,  to  disable  the  Duke  of  York  from 
inheriting  the  Crown,  your  Majesty  will  give  your 
royal  assent  thereto ;  and,  as  necessary  to  fortify 
and  defend  the  same,  that  your  Majesty  will  like- 
wise be  graciously  pleased  to  assent  to  an  act, 
whereby  your  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  may 
be  enabled  to  associate  themselves  for  the  defence 
of  your  Majesty's  pei-son,  the  Protestant  religion, 
ana  the  security  of  your  kingdoms. 

These  requests  we  are  constrained  humbly  to, 
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make  to  your  Majesty,  as  of  absolute  necessity,  for 
the  safe  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  religion* 

Without  these  things,  the  alliances  of  England 
will  not  be  valuable,  nor  the  people  encouraged  to 
contribute  to  yout  Majesty's  service. 

As  some  further  means  for  the  preservati<Hi  both 
of  our  religion  and  property,  we  are  humble  suitors 
to  your  Majesty,  that  from  henceforth  such  per- 
sons only  may  be  judges  within  the  kingdom  of 
England  and  dominion  of  Wales,  as  are  men  oi 
ability,  inte^ity,  and  known  affection  to  the  Pro* 
testant  religion;  and  that  they  may  hold  both  thdr 
offices  and  salaries  Quamdiusehene  ge^serint:  That 
^several  deputy-lieutenantsand  i  ustices  rfthe  peace> 
fitly  quidi^d  ir  tliose  employments,  havia|been 
of  late  displaced,  and  others  put  in  their  room  who 
are  men  of  arbitrary  principles,  and  countenancers 
of  Papists  and  Popery),  such  only  may  bear  the  of- 
£be  of  a  lord-lieutenant  as  are  persons  of  integrity 
and  known  affection  to  the  Prot^tant  religion: 
That  deputy-iieutenants  and  justices  of  the  peace 
may  be  also  so. qualified,  and  may  be  moreover 
men  of  ability,  of  estates,  and  interest  in  their 
country : 

That  none  may  be  employed  as  military  officeis, 
or  officers  in  your  M^esty's  fleet,  but  men  of  known 
expa^nce,  courage,  and  affection  to  the  Protestant 
reBgion. 

Tnese  our  humble  requests  being  obtained,  we 
shall,  on  our  part,  be  ready  to  assist  year  Maiesty 
for  the  preservation  of  Tangier,  and  lor  putting 
yoiur  Majesty's  feet  into  such  a  condition^  as  it 
may  preserve  your  Majesty's  sovereignty  of  the 
seas,  and  be  for  the  defence  of  the  nation. 

If  your  Majesty  hath,  or  shdil  midce  any  neces- 
sary alliances,  for  defence  of  the  Protestant  idi- 
gion,  and  interest  and  secunty  of  this  kingdom. 


APPENDTX.  Ml 

this  House  will  be  ready  to  assist,  and  stand  by  yout 
Majesty,  in  the  support  of  the  same. 

After  this  our  humble  answer  to  your  Majesty's 
gracious  speech,  we  hope  no  evil  instruments  what- 
soever shall  be  able  to  lessen  your  Majesty's  es- 
teem of  that  fidelity  and  affection  we  bear  to  your 
Majesty^s  service;  but  that  your  Majesty  will  al- 
ways retain  in  your  royal  breast,  that  favourable 
Opinion  of  us  your  loyal  Commons;  that  those  other 
good  bills,  which  we  have  now  under  considera- 
tion, conducing  to  the  great  ends  we  have  before 
mentioned ;  as  also  all  laws  for  the  benefit  and  com- 
fort of  your  people,  which  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
be  tendered  for  your  Majesty's  royal  assent,  shall 
find  acceptance  with  your  Majesty. 

His  Majesty's  gracious  message  to  the  Commons 
in  Parliament,  January  4,  16f  ^. 

CHARtES  E. 

His  Majesty  received  the  address  of  this  Hiouse 
with  all  the  disposition  they,  could  wish  to  comply 
with  their  reasonable  desires ;  but,  upon  perusing  it, 
he  is  sorry  to  see  their  thoughts  so  wholly  fixed 
upon  the  Bill  of  Exclusion,  as  to  determine  that  all 
other  remedies  for  the  suppressing  of  Popery  will  be 
ineffectual.  His  Majesty  is  confirmed  in  his  opinion 
against  that  bill  by  the  judgment  of  the  House  df 
Lords,  who  rejected  it.  He  therefore  thinks  there 
remains  nothing  more  for  liim  to  say^,  in  answer  to 
the  address  of  this  House,  but  to  recommend  to 
them  the  consideration  of  all  other  means  forthepre- 
servation  of  the  Protert:atit  religion ;  in  whidi  they 
have  IK)  reiison  to  doubt  of  bisconcmrence,  when- 
evea-  they  shall  be  presented  to  him  in  a  parliamen- 
tary way:  and  that  they  would  consider  the  present 
state  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  *he  condition  of 
Christendom,  in  mch  a  manner,  as  may  enable  htm 
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to  preserve  Tangier,  and  secure  his  alliances  abroad, 
and  the  peace  and  settlement  at  home. 

But  this  answer  of  the  King's  was  so  far  from 
giving  satisfaction,  that  the  same  day  it  was  read 
in  the  House,  after  long  debate,  and  a  despair  of 
any  effectual  expedients,  the  Commons  came  to 
the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
that  there  is  no  security  nor  safety  for  the  Prote- 
stant religion,  the  King's  life,  or  government  of  this 
nation,  without  passing  a  bill  for  disabling  James 
Duke  of  York  to  inherit  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
this  realm,  and  dominions  and  territories  thereunto 
belonging ;  and  to  rely  upon  any  other  means  and 
remedies,  without  such  a  bill,is  not  only  insufficient, 
but  dangerous. 

Resolved,  That  his  Majesty  in  his  last  message 
having  assured  this  House  of  his  readiness  to  con- 
cur in  all  other  means  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Protestant  religion,  this  House  doth  declare.  That 
until  a  bill  be  likewise  passed  for  excluding  the 
Duke  of  York,  this  House  cannot  give  any  supply 
to  his  Majesty,  without  danger  to  his  Majesty's 
person,  extreme  hazard  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  unfaithfulness  to  those  by  whom  this  House  is 
intrusted. 

These  resolutions  were  followed  by  votes  of  ad- 
dresses  against  several  persons;  and  the  heats  still 
increasing  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  King, 
three  days  after,  prorogued  the  Parliament,  and 
the  next  week  dissolved  it  by  proclamation. 

Page  549.  Sir  William  Jones  was  reputed  one  of 
the  best  speakers  in  the  House,  and  was  very  zea- 
lous in  his  endeavours  for  promoting  the  Bill  of  Ex- 
clusion. *  He  was  a  person  of  great  piety  and  vir- 
tue ;  and,  having  taken  an  affection  to  Sir  William 
Temple,  was  sorry  to  see  him  employed  in  the  de- 
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livery  of  so  unacceptable  a  message  to  the  House : 
the  substance  of  what  he  said  to  the  author  upon  it 
was  this :  that  "  for  himself  he  was  old  and  infirm, 
and  expected  to  die  soon:  but  you,  said  he,  will 
in  all  probability  live  to  see  the  whole  kingdom  la- 
ment  the  consequences  of  this  message  you  have 
now  brought  us  from  the  King.*' 

Page  553.  What  the  author  spoke  in  the  House 
does  not  only  relate  to  the  business  of  Tangier,  but 
likewise  to  the  Bill  of  Exclusion,  which  was  then 
newly  thrown  out  by  the  Lords.  I  shewed  the 
speech  to  the  author,  who,  as  far  as  his  memory 
could  serve  him,  allowed  it  to  be  fairly  taken.  I 
think  it  very  worthy  of  the  author,  though  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  wholly  unpremeditate.  And 
since  part  of  it  relates  to  some  passages  in  the  Me- 
moirs, it  may  be  convenient  to  insert  it  here. 

Mr.  Speaker, 
This  debate  hath  more  of  weight  in  it  than  the 
business  of  Tajigier.  I  think,  as  affairs  now  stand, 
the  most  part  of  Christendom  is  concerned  in  it, 
I  am  sure  all  the  Protestants ;  and  therefore  I  hope 
your  patience  will  hold  out,  to  have  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances  of  it  fairly  examined :  for  the  argu- 
ments that  have  been  offered,  in  the  consideration 
of  this  message,  have  enlarged  the  debate  further 
than  was  at  first  intended,  and  have  brought  the 
whole  state  of  the  nation,  in  some  measure,  before 
you,  instead  of  that  one  particular  business  of 
Tangier ;  so  that  now  what  resolve  you  make  will 
be  a  discovery  of  your  inclinations,  not  only  as  to 
what  you  intend  to  do  as  to  a  supply  for  Tangier, 
but  as  to  giving  money  for  alliances  and  all  other 
occasions ;  upon  whicn  result  the  good  or  bad  suc- 
cess of  this  Parliament  doth  depend.  As  to  Tan- 
gier, I  do  agree  with  that  worthy  member  that 
spoke  before  (though  many  are  of  a  different  opi- 
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nion)»  that  it  is  not  of  any  great  use  to  us,  upon 
the  account  of  an^  advantage  we  shall  make  by  it. 
But  however,  I  think  it  is  very  well- worth  our  keep- 
ing, because  of  the  disadvantages  we  should  re- 
ceive by  it,  if  it  should  fall  into  the  hands  either 
of  the  Turk  or  Spaniard,  but  especially  the  French, 
who  will  not  only  be  thereby  enabled  to  fetter  us 
as  to  our  trade  in  the  Levant,  but  to  curb  also  all 
other  nations  whatsoever ;  and  be  such  an  addition 
to  the  too  great  power  he  hath  acquired  both  by 
sea  and  land  already,  that  I  am  of  opinion  we  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  how  we  weaken  the  security 
we  now  have,  that  it  shall  not  fall  into  his  hands. 
But  if  the  mole  and  the  town  could  be  blown  into 
the  air,  or  otherwise  reduced  into  its  first  chaos,  I 
think,  considering  the  charge  it  will  cost  keeping, 
England  would  not  be  much  the  worse  for  it  j  but 
to  move  you  to  consider  any  thing  about  that,  at 
this  time,  cannot  be  proper,  because  the  Moors  . 
have  so  besieged  it,  that  the  first  thing  that  must 
be  done,  whether  in  order  to  keep  it  or  destroy  it, 
is  to  beat  them  off,  by  some  speeay  supplies  which 
must  be  presently  sent ;  or  else  the  town,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  information  come  from  thence,  is 
like  to  be  lost.  And,  Sir,  I  think  this  single  con- 
sideration may  be  persuasive  to  move  you  to  give 
some  such  supply  as  may  be  precisely  necessary  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  this  place.  A  small 
sum  of  money,  in  comparison  of  what  this  House 
hath  formerly  given,  may  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  his 
Majesty's  expectation,  and  secure  the  place  too. 
But  I  must  confess.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  consideration 
of  Tangier  that  makes  me  press  you  to  it,  but  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  Protestants  abroad.  Sir,  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  serve  his  Majesty  in  some 

Sublic  employments,  and  by  that  means  may  be  a 
ttle  more  sensible  of  the  state  of  affiurs,  in  refe- 
rence to  our  Qeighboursi  than  others  may  be; 
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Ihaving  not  only  had  the  advantage  of  information, 
but  was  under  a  necessity  of  using  my  best  endea- 
vours to  get  a  true  account  of  them.  Sir,  I  am 
confident  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  this  Par- 
liament ;  and  not  only  the  Protestants  abroad,  but 
many  Catholic  countries  (who  stand  in  fear  of  the 
power  of  France),  do  think  themselves  as  much 
concerned  in  the  success  of  this  Parliament  as  this 
House ;  and  will  be  as  much  perplexed  to  hear  any 
ill  news  thereof.  This,  Sir,  as  well  as  the  necessi- 
ties of  our  affairs  at  home,  make  me  trouble  you  at 
this  time,  to  desire  you  to  be  careful  what  you  do, 
that  we  may  not  occasion  in  his  Majesty  any  dis- 
like to  this  House.  Whatever  you  do  as  to  the 
business,  of  money  for  Tangier,  I  pray.  Sir,  let 
there  be  no  notice  taken  in  your  address,  of  the 
Lords  having  cast  out  your  bill ;  for  we  have  no 
reason  to  think  the  King  was  any  ways  concerned 
therein.  To  throw  out  a  bill  of  so  great  import- 
ance, without  a  conference,  was,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  very  strange,  and  contrary  to  the  usual 
proceedings  of  that  House.  But  pray.  Sir,  let  it 
lie  at  their  doors  that  did  it ;  for  the  King  could 
not  be  concerned  in  a  parliamentary  way.  For  by 
this  means  we  may  obviate  all  misunderstandings 
with  his  Majesty  about  this  affair ;  and,  I  hope, 
create  in  him  a  good  opinion  of  this  House,  upon 
which  the  welfare,  not  only  of  this  nation,  but  of 
Europe,  doth  much  depend. 

Sir,  his  Majesty,  in  his  message,  puts  you  in  mind 
of  giving  advice,  as  well  as  money :  I  think,  if  we 
make  that  expression  the  ground  of  our  address, 
we  may  naturally  graft  very  good  things  thereon, 
especially  what  may  conduce  to  the  preservation 
of  a  fair  correspondence.  Sir,  though  a  King  alone 
cannot  save  a  kingdom,  yet  a  King  alone  can  do 
very  much  to  ruin  it ;  and,  though  Parliaments 
alone  cannot  save  this  kingdom,  yet  Parliaments 
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alone  may  do  much  to  ruin  it ;  and  therefore  we 
cannot  be  too  circumspect  in  what  we  do.  It  is  our 
fortune  to  sit  here  in  a  critical  time,  when,  not  only 
the  affairs  of  this  nation,  but  the  Protestant  religion 
abroad,  need  our  continuance ;  and,  for  the  same 
reason,  we  may  justly  fear  that  there  are  thoee  who 
endeavour  to  contrive  the  putting  off  this  Parlia* 
ment  I  pray.  Sir,  let  us  not  give  them  any  advan* 
tage  $  and  tnen  I  doubt  not  but  his  Majes^'s  care 
and  goodness  will  at  last  overcome  all  diincultiesi 
and  bring  this  session  to  a  happy  conclusion. 


END  OF  VOL.  IL 
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X€»3entments ;  and  that  I  found  myself  so  unfit  for 
Courts,  that  I  was  resolved  to  pass  the  rest  of  my 
life  in  my  own  domestique,  without  troubling  my- 
self further  about  any  public  affairs,  than  not  to 
appear  sullen  in  not  coming  sometimes  to  general 
councils  J  and  that  Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax's  car- 
riage to  me  had  been  such,  after  having  been  the 
two  men  of  England  I  had  it  in  my  power  and  my 
fortunes  most  to  oblige,  that  I  would  never  have 
any  thing  more  to  do  with  them.  This  I  said  only 
to  one  person  more ;  and  how  it  Came  to  be  known 
by  their  two  Lordships,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  there 
all  commerce  between  us  ended,  further  than  what 
was  common  when  we  met  at  council,  or  in  third 
places  J  though  Lord  Hallifax  came  to  an  eclair- 
eissement  with  me  the  spring  after,  which  ended 
very  well,  and  I  did  him  the  service  I  could  upon 
occasion  in  the  late  House,  as  well  as  in  council, 
upon  their  heats  against  him. 

I  passed  the  rest  of  the  summer  at  home,  and  left 
the  three  Lords  in  the  chief  ministry  and  sole  con- 
fidence, as  outwardly  appeared,  both  with  the  King 
and  Duke :  and  Lord  Essex  told  my  brother  Sir 
John  Temple,  who  was  then  here,  that  he  had 
more  credit  with  the  King  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
Ministers,  or  any  man  in  England :  but  the  refined 
courtiers,  who  observe  countenances  and  motions, 
had  no  opinion  of  it :  and,  soon  after.  Lord  Essex 
and  Hallifax,  upon  the  private  examination  of  an 
intrigue  I  could  never  make  any  thing  of,  nor 
thought  worth  my  enquiry,  which  was  commonly 
balled  the  Meal-tub  Plot,  took  such  a  distaste  at 
finding  themselves  mentioned  in  it,  and  yet  left  out 
of  the  secret  examinations  about  it,  that  the  Duke 
was  no  sooner  gone,  but  their  discontents  grew 
open  against  the  Court ;  my  Lord  Essex  left  the 
Treasury ;  Lord  Hallifax,  in  discourse  to  me,  com- 
mended him  for  it,  and  told  me  his  resolution  to  go 
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tbe  opening  of  the  Parliament;  and  so  a  short 
prorogation  was  expected  some  days  before  that 
appointed  for  their  assembly.  I  had  not  been  at 
Court  or  Council  in  a  month  or  six  weeks ;  when, 
being  recovered  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,  I  came  to 
town,  and  went  to  Lord  Sunderland,  talked  to  him 
of  my  several  arrears  in  the  Treasury,  desired  his 
help,  which  he  promised  with  great  kindness,  and 
went  with  me  to  the  King,  where  we  proposed  and 
agreed  the  way  of  my  satisfaction.  The  King 
seemed  very  kind  to  me,  but  neither  one  or  the 
other  of  them  said  a  word  to  me  of  any  public 
business.  From  the  King's  chamber  we  went  to 
the  council,  where  I  expected  nothing  but  such 
common  things  as  I  knew  had  passed  for  a  good 
while  before ;  and  so  all  passed,  till  I  thought  the 
council  was  ending,  when  the  King  after  a  little 
pause  told  us,  that  upon  many  considerations, 
which  he  could  not  at  present  acquaint  us  with, 
he  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  longer  prorogation 
than  he  had  intended  of  the  Parliament :  that  he 
had  considered  all  the  consequences,  so  far  as  to 
be  absolutely  resolved,  and  not  to  hear  any  thing 
that  should  be  said  against  it :  that  he  wpuld  have  it 
prorogued  till  that  time  twelvemonth ;  and  charged 
my  Lord  Chancellor  to  proceed  accordingly. 

AH  at  council  were  stunned  at  this  surprising 
resolution,  and  the  way  of  proposing  it,  exqept 
those  few  that  were  in  the  secret;  and  they  thought 
fit  to  be  silent,  and  leave  the  thing  wholly  upon 
his  Majesty :  several  others  rose  up,  and  would 
have  entered  into  the  reasonings  and  consequences 
of  it,  but  the  King  would  not  hear  them,  and  so 
all  debate  ended.  After  which  I  rose,  and  told  the 
King,  that  as  to  the  resolution  he  hs^d  taken,  I 
would  say  nothing,  because  he  was  resolved  tp  hear 
DO  reasoning  upon  it ;  therefore  I  would  only  pre- 
sume to  offer  him  my  humble  advice  as  to  the 
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Course  of  hU  future  jproceedings ;  which  wad,  that 
his  Majesty  in  his  ^alrs  would  please  to  make  use 
of  Bome  council  or  other,  and  allow  freedom  to 
their  debates  and  advices;  after  hearing  which^ 
his  Majesty  might  yet  resolve  as  he  pleased :  that 
if  he  did  not  think  the  persons  or  number  of  this 
present  council  suited  with  his  affairs,  it  was  in  his 
power  to  dissolve  them,  and  constitute  another  of 
twenty,  of  ten,  or  of  five,  or  any  number  he  pleased, 
and  to  alter  them  again  when  he  would ;  but  to 
make  counsellors  that  should  not  counsel,  I  doubt- 
ed whether  it  were  in  his  Majesty's  power  or  no, 
because  it  impUed  a  contradiction ;  and,  so  far  as 
I  had  observed  either  of  former  ages  or  the  pre- 
sent, I  questioned  whether  it  was  a  thing  had  been 
practised  in  England  by  his  Majesty's  predeces- 
sors, or  were  so  now  by  any  of  the  present  Princes 
of  Christendom :  and  therefore  I  humbly  advised 
him  to  constitute  some  such  council  as  he  would 
think  fit  to  make  use  of  in  the  digestion  of  bis 
great  and  public  affairs. 

His  Majesty  heard  me  very  graciously,  and 
seemed  not  at  all  displeased  with  any  thing  I  had 
Said ;  nor  any  other  person  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Council,  but  most  very  much  to  approve  it :  yet, 
after  the  council  was  up,  my  Lord  Sunderland 
<:ame  to  me,  told  me,  he  was  never  so  surprised  as 
at  what  I  had  said,  and  expected  it  sooner  ft'om 
any  man  in  England  than  me :  that  whatever  reso- 
lutions had  been  taken  about  my  business  in  the 
Tr<>agury,  he  was  sure  nothing  should  be  done.    I 
>d,  that,  if  he  Hked  not  what  I  said,  he  should 
prevented  it,  by  telling  me,  before  I  came  to 
cil,  what  was  intended  to  be  donej  which  if 
known,  I  would  not  have  been  there,  no  more 
I  had  been  so  long  before '.  and  that,  if  my 
would  not  be  paid,  I  muat  live  the  best  I  could 
.utit. 
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Not  long  before,  the  Prince  of  Orange  writ  me 
word,  how  much  he  found  the  Duke  unsatisfied 
with  me,  upon  the  belief  that  it  was  I  had  given 
the  Prince  those  impressions  and  sentiments  which 
he  had  upon  the  common  affairs  of  Christendom ; 
whereas,  he  could  say  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was 
he  had  given  me  mine,  and  should  never  change 
his  own  till  he  were  convinced  d^ avoir  tor/ [of  being 
in  the  wrong] :  however,  that  he  thought  fit,  out 
of  friendship  to  me,  to  give  me  this  advice. 

I  was  now  in  a  posture  to  be  admirably  pleased 
with  having  no  part  in  public  affairs :  the  Duke 
unsatisfied  with  me  of  late ;  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury  from  the  very  first ; 
Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax  out  of  all  commerce  with 
me  upon  what  had  passed ;  great  civility  from  the 
other  Ministers,  but  no  communication ;  and  the 
King  himself,  though  very  gracious,  yet  very  re- 
served. Upon  all  this,  and  the  melancholy  prospect 
of  our  distractions  at  home,  and  thereupon  the 
disasters  threatening  abroad :  but  chiefly  upon  my 
own  native  humour,  born  for  a  private  life,  and 
particular  conversation  or  general  leisure ;  I  re- 
solved to  give  over  all  part  in  public  affairs,  and 
came  no  more  either  to  Court  or  Council  in  a 
month's  time,  which  I  spent  chiefly  in  the  country. 

In  this  time  the  Lord  Russel,  Lord  *  Cavendish, 
Sir  H.  Capel,  and  Mr.  Powle,  distasted  at  the  late 
prorogation,  as  well  as  at  the  manner  of  it,  and  pre- 
tending to  despair  of  being  able  to  serve  the  King 
any  longer,  in  a  conduct  of  affairs  so  disagreeable 
to  the  general  humour  of  the  people,  went  to  the 
King  together,  and  desired  his  Majesty  to  excuse 
their  attendance  any  more  upon  him  at  council^ 
which  the  King  very  easily  consented  to.  Lord 
Salisbury,  Lord  Essex,  and  Lord  Hallifax  seemed 

*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
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to  have  taken  the  same  resolution,  though  not  in 
so  much  form.  Upon  which  I  thought  it  might  be 
a  great  prejudice  to  his  Majesty's  affairs,  to  be  left 
by  so  many  at  once :  and  that,  if  I  wholly  gave 
over  at  the  same  time,  it  would  look  like  entering 
into  a  faction  with  persons  who  were  only  dis- 
pleased  with  the  present  scene  upon  hopes  of  en- 
tering soon  upon  another,  which  was  no  part  of 
my  thoughts  or  designs.  Therefore  I  resolved  to 
go  again  to  council,  to  shew  I  had  not  herded  with 
those  that  had  left  it ;  and  that  my  leaving  it  too 
might  not  occasion  3ome  m$ns  greater  distastes  at 
the  government. 

In  the  intermission  I  had  made,  my  wife,  con^ 
tinning  her  commerce  with  my  Lady  Sunderland, 
had  met  my  Lord  there ;  who,  taking  no  notice  of 
what  had  passed  between  us,  asked  her  how  I  had 
proceeded  in  my  business  of  the  Treasury,  and 
whether  I  needed  his  help,  which  he  offered  with 
great  friendliness  if  I  had  occasion.    When  1  came 
up  to  town,  and  went  the  first  time  to  council ; 
after  it  was  done,  J  went  to  Lord  Sunderland,  told 
him  what  regards  towards  his  Majesty  had  made 
me  come  up,  and  gave  him  thanks  for  his  offers  to 
my  wife :  I  found  him  returned  to  his  first  temper 
towards  me ;  entered  into  common  affairs,  but  al-r 
ways  with  professions  of  my  resolutions  to  retire, 
and  my  thoughts  of  a  journey  into  Italy,  which  % 
had  long  promised  the  Great  Duke.     I  lived  on 
with  my  Lord  Sunderland  in  all  kindness,  though 
not  confidence,  which  was  now  wholly  between  him, 
and  Mr.  Hyde,  and  Mr.  Godolphin,     I  made  use 
of  his  offers,  and  by  his  help  came  to  an  issue  in  the 
most  difiicult  point  of  my  business  in  the  Treasury, 
The  second  time  I  was  at  council,  after  my  re» 
turii  from  Sheen,  my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  he 
was  to  say  something  to  me  from  the  King,  and  de- 
sired we  might  meet  after  council  was  up.    I  w^nt 
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to  his  lodgings,  where  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Coventry  being  absolutely  resolved  to  part 
with  his  place,  and  the  King,  having  found  I  had 
long  declined  it,  had  now  thoughts  of  consenting 
to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's  coming  into  it  upon  a  bar- 
gain with  the  Secretary ;  but  that  the  King  would 
do  nothing  in  it  without  first  letting  me  know  his 
thoughts ;  and  asked  whether  I  had  any  thing  to 
say  upon  it.  I  made  no  stop  in  the  world,  but  told 
his  Lordship  that  the  King  could  do  nothing  for 
me  that  I  would  take  kinder  than  this ;  that  I  had 
several  times  pressed  his  Majesty  to  a  new  choice, 
and  once  oflfered  to  name  some  to  him  that  I  knew 
were  fit  for  it ;  that  I  had  resolved  against  it  so 
long,  that  his  Majesty  had  no  reason  to  remember 
any  of  his  engagements  to  me,  how  voluntary  so- 
ever ;  but,  that  he  was  pleased  to  do  it,  was  the 
most  obliging  in  the  world;  and  I  was  resolved 
immediately  to  go  and  make  him  my  acknowledg- 
ments. I  did  so ;  they  were  extremely  well  taken, 
the  King  used  me  with  great  kindness,  and  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  came  into  the  office. 

I  passed  the  winter  in  town,  though  with  much 
indisposition ;  going  sometimes  to  the  council,  and 
sometimes  to  the  foreign  committee,  but  not  fre- 
quently to  either,  and  meddling  very  little  with 
any  thing  that  passed  there ;  unless  it  was  what 
concerned  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  which  happened 
to  be  then  hot  upon  the  anvil ;  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  and  council  of  that  kingdom  having  trans- 
mitted several  acts  over  to  the  council  here,  both 
of  grace  and  supplies,  in  order  to  a  Parliament  to 
be  held  in  Ireland.  This  brought  Lord  Essex  again 
into  play,  after  so  much  discontent  and  so  little  at- 
tendance for  several  months  at  council :  but  his 
eye  and  heart  had  ever  been  bent  upon  his  return 
to  the  government  of  Ireland ;  which  made  him 
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steer  all  by  that  compass,  and  pursue  Court  or  po« 
pular  humour^  as  be  thought  either  likeliest  to  nir- 
ther  that  end.  Whenever  the  Irish  acts  came  into 
council,  he  was  sure  to  be  there;  first  raising 
twenty  difficulties  in  the  particular  acts,  and  ar« 
taigning  not  only  the  prudence  but  common  sense 
of  the  Lord'Lieutenant  and  council  there:*  then 
arguing  against  the  assembling  a  Parliament  in 
that  kingdom ;  and  at  last  introducing  Sir  James 
Sheen  to  make  proposals  of  increasing  the  King's 
revenue  there  near  eighty  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
upon  a  new  farm  to  himself  and  the  company  he 
offered  to  be  joined  inth  him :  a  farm  indeed,  as  it 
was  drawn  up,  not  of  the  revenue,  but  of  the  crown 
of  Ireland. 

This  scheme  was  ever  supported  by  Lord  Essex, 
and  ever  opposed  by  me  with  more  sharpness  than 
was  usual  to  me  upon  any  debates ;  because  I  bad 
found  out  the  cheat  of  the  whcde  thing,  which  Lord 
Essex  had  set  on  foot  as  a  great  master*piece  of 
that  cunning,  which  his  friends  used  to  say  was 
his  talent,  and  was  one  for  which  of  all  other  ta- 
lents I  had  ever  the  greatest  aversioii*  The  short 
of  this  story  was,  I^rd  Essex  had  a  mind  to  be 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  and  to  hinder  any  Parlia* 
ment  beii^  called  till  be  came  to  the  govemmefli 
He  saw  himself  out  at  Court ;  and  tne  hopes  of 

getting  in  by  his  interest  in  Parliament,  now  de- 
lyed  by  the  prorogation  longer  than  he  coutd 
stay :  he  projects  this  farm  vfitii  Sir  James  Sheen, 
and  by  him  offers  it  to  Mr.  Hyde,  with  the  advan- 
tages mentioned  to  the  King's  revenue ;  but  agrees 
with  Sir  James,  that,  if  the  bait  were  swaBow^ 
he  should,  upon  the  conclusion  of  ail,  decide  that 
h&  and  his  company  were  ready  to  perform  all  the 
conditions  agreed  on ;  bot  could  not  do  it  unless 
my  Lord  Essex  might  be  sent  over  Lieut^ant  of 


to  the  Author's  Retir-ement.  543 

Ireland ;  without  which  the  condition  of  that  king* 
dom  could  never,  be  settled  enough  for  such  ad* 
vantages  to  the  King's  service  and  revenue. 

This  I  knew  under  secrecy  from  a  confident  of 
Sir  James  Sheen,  who  had  told  himself  this  whole 
project,  and  the  paces  intended. 

Mr.  Hyde,  who  was  at  the  head  of  all  matters 
concerning  the  King's  revenue,  had  -received  thi$ 
new  proposal,  and  embraced  it  very  warmly ;  whe- 
ther prevailed  upon  by  the  specious  show  of  so 
great  increases  m  the  revenue,  or  by  some  new 
measures  growing  between  him  and  Lord  Essex 
in  ether  affairs,  I  never  could  determine ;  but  such 
a  patronage  at  council  gave  strength  to  the  de^ 
bates,  being  little  opposed  but  by  Sir  Lionel  Jen- 
kins and  me,  who  laid  the  matter  so  bare^  that  it 
drew  out  into  length  that  whole  spring ;  and  the 
King  joined  wholly  with  me  in  the  opinion  of  the 
thing,  and  so  far,  that^hen  it  was  come  to  council 
or  committee,  his  Majesty  sent  particularly  to  me 
to  be  there* 

In  the  midst  of  these  agitations,  the  Duke  came 
over  out  of  Flanders,  and  resolution  was  taken  for 
his  going  into  Scotland.  I  was  extremely  con- 
cerned for  the  Duke  of  Qrmond,  who  had  fallen 
intodanger  of  the  coni$equences  threatenedby  these 
intrigues  and  pursuits,  aJfter  the  most  sensible  blow 
that  could  be  given  him,  by  the  death  of  his  *  son ; 
and  wa&  both  of  an  age  and  merits  to  expect  no 
more  reverses  of  fortune,  after  so  many  as  he  had 
run  through  in  the  course  of  his  loyalty.  I  saw 
Mr.  Hyde  violently  bent  upon  Sir  James  Sheets 
imaginary  project,  and,  I  doubted,  with  some  pique 
to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  partiality  to  Lord 
Essex.  The  King  seemed  to  grow  weary  of  so 
much  pursuit ;  and  Lord  Sunderland  was  indiffer' 

*  The  Earl  of  Ossory, 
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ent  in  the  thing:  so  that  I  resolved  to  try  if  I  could 
not  engage  the  Duke  to  support  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond ;  and  the  second  time  I  was  with  his  High- 
ness, after  his  coming  to  Court,  I  fell  into  this 
whole  business  and  the  consequences  of  it,  and  laid 
open  the  secret  of  the  thing.  The  Duke  seemed 
very  favourable  to  Lord  Essex,  and  more  indiffer- 
ent to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  than  I  expected;  which 
made  me  fall  very  freely  into  the  character  of  them 
both,  which  the  Duke  seemed  at  last  to  allow  with 
the  distinction  they  deserved,  and  professed  to  de- 
sire the  Duke  of  Ormond  should  be  continued; 
though,  if  he  were  removed  at  any  time,  he  still 
seemed  to  think  Lord  Essex  the  fittest  to  succeed 
him.  But  I  found,  some  days  after,  by  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins,  that  his  Highness  had  been  very  glad  to 
find  me  so  fixed  in  that  business  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  and  that  he  would  give  him  what  support 
he  could. 

Upon  the  motions  of  this  affair,  I  grew  into  more 
attendance  upon  his  Majesty,  and  more  commerce 
both  with  Lord  Sunderland  and  Mr.  Hyde ;  with 
whom  I  always  lived  very  well,  though  we  differed 
so  much  in  opinion  upon  this  Irish  business.  But 
continuing  still  my  resolutions  of  winding  myself 
out  of  all  public  business ;  and  to  that  end  talking 
often  to  them  of  my  design  to  make  a  journey  to 
Florence,  both  upon  occasion  of  my  health  and  pro- 
mise ;  they  both  proposed  to  me,  if  I  had  a  mind 
to  go  into  a  hot  country,  to  go  into  Spain,  and  do 
it  with  a  character  from  the  King,  who  was  likely 
to  have  affairs  there ;  rather  than  make  a  journey 
like  young  gentlemen,  only  to  see  the  country.  I 
told  them  how  unwilling  I  was  to  charge  myself 
again  with  the  ceremonies  and  fatigue  of  an  em- 
bassy;  or  to  run  again  the  hazard  I  had  done  so 
often  already,  of  being  undone  by  those  employ- 
ments :  that,  if  I  could  resolve  on  it,  I  did  not  see 
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vrhat  affairs  the  King  could  have  in  Spain,  whilst 
he  had  such  as  he  seemed  to  have  at  present  in 
England;  nor  could  I  see  what  use  any  leagues  or 
measures  abroad  could  be  to  him,  unless  some  union 
at  home  would  enable  him  to  support  them.     This 
conversation,  however,  was  often  renewed  between 
us ;  and  at  last,  I  found  out,  that  to  prepare  for  a 
good  session  of  Parliament  next  winter,  the  Mi- 
nisters were  resolved  upon  all  measures  that  might 
conduce  towards  it  during  the  summer ;  and,  as  one 
of  the  chief,  were  resolved  to  send  Ministers  to 
Spain,  Denmark,  and  other  of  the  confederates, 
and  enter  with  them  into  the  strictest  measures  for 
the  common  defence  against  the  power  of  France. 
I  found  the  Ministers  were  mighty  earnest  to  en- 
gage me  in  this  embassv,  as  believing  my  charging 
myself  with  it  would  give  a  general  opinion,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  of  our  sincerity  m  the  thing. 
The  King  spoke  to  me,  and  seemed  very  desirous 
of  my  undertaking  it.     I  defended  myself  a  good 
while,  having  indeed  no  opinion  the  thing  had  a 
good  root,  or  that  the  appearance  of  it  would  have 
the  effect  hoped  for,  upon  the  next  meeting  of  Par- 
liament :  but  at  last  I  brought  it  to  this  point,  that 
I  would  not  charge  myself  with  going  to  make  the 
intended  alliance  in  Spain ;  but,  if  the  King  should 
think  fit  to  conclude  it  here  with  the  Spanish  Am- 
bassador upon  terms  of  mutual  satisfaction,  I  would 
be  content  to  go  and  cultivate  it  in  Spain.     This 
was  done  by  the  Ministers ;  the  King  declared  me 
his  Ambassador-extraordinary  at  Madrid ;  I  passed 
my  privy-seal,  received  my  equipage,  and  spent  the 
latter  end  of  the  summer  in  the  preparations  for 
my  journey,  which  were  in  a  manner  finished  about 
the  middle  of  September ;  when  the  King  told  me, 
that  since  the  Parliament  drew  so  near,  and  so 
much  depended  upon  it  of  all  that  concerned  him 
either  abroad  or  at  home,  he  was  resolved  to  have 
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tfOi  sfajj^  at  ieafeJt  th6  opi^tiiftg  odP  it^  by  irhich  we 
fchould  j|udg6  df  the  further  progfesis- 

ftotti  wh^  Hieeds  the  di^cottetitd  atld  Violeift  tjf a- 
eeedhlg^  (yf  thid  laM  ftesdion  gt^ett^  I  have  told  dl- 

ready ;  but  by  whiit  ftiotioftd  aiid  degrees  they  eume 
to  sueh  ^  height  is  another  story^  aticl  ifiaj  have  hod 
Home  todin  which  I  did  not  didcdver  j  but  virhat  I 
observed  -wa^  this.  After  the  Duke*i^  retflfn  ifitd 
J'landers,  he  had  the  King's  leave  to  eottie  6v€t 
again  in  some  months.  The  Duke  of  Monmouth 
eame  back  oilt  of  Holland  without  leave,  and  so 
cfttne  not  to  Court ;  and  thereby  seemed  to  make 
himself  the  head  of  those  that  were  discontented, 
either  with  the  Duke's  return^  or  the  intetittission 
of  Parlifttnent.  In  acting  this  jpart  he  was  guided 
by  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  resolved  to  blow  up  thi 
fire  as  high  as  he  could  this  summer ;  so  as  to  make 
the  necessity  the  greater  of  the  Parliament  sitting 
at  the  time  appointed.  And,  because  boldness 
looks  like  Strength,  to  encourage  his  party  with  an 
Opinion  of  both,  he  engaged  several  Lords^  and 
among  them  Lord  Russel,  to  go  with  him  to  We&t^ 
minster-Hall  publicly,  and  there,  kt  the  King** 
Bench,  to  present  the  Duke  as  a  recusant*  Though 
the  matter  had  no  consequences  in  the  fbrmi^  of 
the  Court ;  yet  It  had  a  general  one  upon  thi  minds 
of  the  people,  and  a  strong  one  upon  the  passions 

of  all  those  persons  that  Were  so  publicly  engaged 
in  this  bold  paceagaihst  the  Duke,  which  WOs  breaks* 
ing  all  measures  with  him,  and  entering  into  the 
desperate  resolution  of  either  ruining  his  Highnesa 
or  themselves :  and  I  found  it  had  a  great  effect 
upon  the  small  circle  of  my  acquaintance  or  c^ 
aervation. 

Lord  Essex,  who  bad  pUrSued  his  return  to  thd 
government  of  Ireland  by  engines  at  Court  for  sii^ 
months  past,  began  to  let  all  that  business  of  Sir 
JameS  Sheen  cool^  and  to  reckon  upon  laying  a 


io  ike  Author*^  RetiftmmU  547 

surer  foundation  For  that  design,  from  the  credit 
he  intended  to  gain  in  the  apprc^ching  Parliament 
Upon  this  he  began  to  fall  into  new  commerce  with 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  told  him  in  these  shameless 
words,  *•  My  Lord,  if  you  will  come  in  to  us,  never 
trouble  yourself,  we  will  make  you  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland."     The  way  to  this  return  was  to  oppose 
the  Duke^s  stay  here  upon  the  several  passages  he 
made,  but  chiefly  upon  that  before  the  session  of 
Parliament.    Lord  Hailifax,  though  he  fell  not  in 
with  Lord  Shaftesbury,  yet  was  ^ad  to  make  fair 
weather  against  the  Parliament  met,  by  his  opposi- 
tions to  the  Duke.    Lord  Sunderland  was  struck 
with  the  boldness  of  the  Lords  presentment  in 
Westminster-Hall,  and  the  consequence  of  such 
m^n  being  so  desperately  engaged  in  an  attempt 
wherein  they  were  like  to  be  seconded  by  the  hu- 
mour of  tile  nation,  upon  the  alarms  of  popery ; 
which  made  him  conclude,  the  King  would  not  be 
able  to  support  the  Duke  any  longer,  but  would  be 
forced  to  separate  his  interests  nrom  him  at  last : 
and  he  believed  the  King  himself  was  of  the  same 
imind.     Mr.  Godolphin  fell  into  the  same  thoughts 
with  Lord  Sunderland,  both  of  the  thing  itself,  and 
ini  the  King's  mind  in  it :  so  as  upon  the  debate  in 
council,  concerning  the  Duke's  stay  or  going  back 
into  Scotland  before  the  Parliament  met,  these  four 
joined  absolutely  in  the  reasons  and  advices  for  his 
going  away;  and  though  tlie  rest  of  the  council 
were  generally  of  the  contrary  opinion,  yet  the 
King  fell  in  with  these  four,  and  concluded  the 
thing,  against  the  Duke's  will  and  his  fnends,  as  I 
have  been  told  t  for  daring  all  these  transactions  I 
was  in  the  country,  with  my  thoughts  and  prepa- 
rations Avholly  turned  upon  my  Spanish  embassy ; 
and  I  was  the  wiliinger  to  be  there,  upon  the  re* 
solution  I  had  long  been  fixed  in,  never  to  enter 
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into  any  differences  or  personal  matters  between 
the  King  and  his  brother. 

The  Duke  went  away,  and  the  Parliament  be- 
gan, with  the  general  knowledge  of  so  many  great 
persons  having  appeared  so  publicly  against  his 
Highness  in  Westminster-Hall,  and  so  consider- 
able ones  in  the  Court  itself,  and  at  the  council- 
table  :  those  of  the  first  gang  fell  immediately  into 
the  cabals  of  Lords  and  Commons  who  framed  the 
Bill  of  Exclusion  ;  wherein  they  were  desperately 
engaged,  not  only,  as  they  professed,  upon  opinion 
of  national  ends,  but  likewise  upon  that  of  self-pre- 
servation, having  broken  irreparably  all  measures 
already  with  the  Duke:  the  generality  of  the  House 
of  Commons  were  carried,  partly  with  the  plausible- 
ness  of  the  thing,  calculated  m  appearance  only 
against  popery,  without  any  private  ends  as  was 

Setended ;  and  partly  with  the  opinion  of  the 
ing's  resolution  to  fall  into  it,  upon  the  observa- 
tion of  such  Lords  of  the  Court  having  engaged  so 
far  in  sending  away  the  Duke.  All  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth's  friends  drove  it  on  violently;  not 
doubting  he  would  lie  in  the  Duke's  place,  though 
n  provision  seemed  to  be  made  for  that  in  the 
forms  of  the  draught :  and  all  these  circumstances 
concurring,  made  so  violent  a  torrent  for  carrying 
on  this  bill,  as  nothing  could  resist,  or  any  ways 
divert ;  and  as  it  happens  upon  all  occasions,  the 
small  opposition,  made  by  two  or  three  men,  made 
the  violence  the  greater. 

Besides  these  general  circumstances,  there  were 
two  more  particular  and  personal,  that  seemed  to 
me  to  have  great  influence  uponi:he  House:  one 
was  Lord  Russel  setting  himself,  almost  with  af* 
fectation,  at  the  head  of  this  affair ;  who  was  a  per- 
son in  general  repute  of  an  honest  worthy  gentle- 
man, without  tricks  or  private  ambition,  and  who 
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was  known  to  venture  as  great  a  stake  perhaps  as 
any  subject  of  England.  The  other  was  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones  entering  upon  it  so  abruptly  and  so  de- 
sperately as  he  did,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  first  day 
he  came  into  the  House  (at  least  I  have  been  told 
80,  for  I  was  not  there),  which  was  some  time  after 
the  session  began,  having  been  engaged  in  a  dis-* 
puted  election.  And  this  person  having  the  name 
of  the  greatest  lawyer  of  England,  and  commonly 
of  a  very  wise  man ;  besides  this,  of  a  very  rich,  and 
of  a  wary  or  rather  timorous  nature ;  made  people 
generally  conclude  that  the  thing  was  certain  and 
safe,  and  would  at  last  be  agreed  on  all  parts,  what- 
ever countenance  were  made  at  Court. 

The  bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was 
carried  up  by  Lord  Russel  to  the  House  of  Lords  j 
as  I  think,  for  I  was  not  there  at  the  House.  But, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  met  with  another  kind  of 
reception.  The  King  was  resolved,  and  declared 
against  the  bill :  and  though  Lord  Shaftesbury, 
Lord  Essex,  and,  as  I  remember,  about  fifteen  more, 
were  violently  for  it;  yet  the  rest  of  the  House  were 
firm  and  positive  against  it;  among  whom  Lord 
Hallifax  appeared  most  in  the  head  of  all  debates ; 
and  so  it  was,  after  long  contest,  absolutely  thrown 
out.  This  enraged  the  House  of  Commons ;  and, 
having  failed  of  the  only  thing  they  seemed  to  have 
at  heart,  made  them  fall  upon  persons ;  engage  first 
in  the  pursuit  of  Lord  Stafford  to  the  block,  upon 
the  score  of  the  plot ;  and  then  in  addresses,  either 
upon  general  discontents  in  the  public  affairs,  or 
upon  common  fame  against  particular  men. 

During  the  whole  proceedings  of  this  session  of 
Parliament,  I  played  a  part  very  impertinent  for  a 
man  that  had  any  designs  or  ambitions  about  him; 
but  for  me  who  had  none  (and  whose  head  was  fixed 
either  upon  my  embassy  into  Spain,  or  upon  my 
absolute  retirement)  the  only  one  wherein  I  could 
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have  satisfied  myself*    As  I  never  entered  into  pub^ 
lie  busine^  by  my  own  choice  or  pursuit,,  but  al- 
ways called  into  it  by  the  King  or  his  Ministers  ; 
so  I  never  made  the  common  use  of  it,  by  ever  ask-> 
ing  either  money,  lands,  or  honour  of  his  Majesty ; 
though  I  have  been  often  enough  urged  to  it  by 
my  friends,  and  invited  by  so  great  degrees  of  con- 
fidence and  favour,  as  I  have  stood  in  with  hi$ 
Majesty  both  often  and  long.     I  never  had  my 
heart  set  upon  any  thing  in  public  affiiire,  but  the 
happiness  of  my  country,  and  greatness  of  the 
Crown :  and,  in  order  to  that,  the  union  of  botbs 
by  which  alone,  I  thought  both  could  be  atchieved. 
When  I  fell,  first  into  despair  of  this,  I  fell  first  into 
a  distaste  of  all  public  affitirs ;  which  has  been 
nourished  by  a  course  of  such  accideiits  and  turns 
q{  Court,  and  personal  inconstancies  or  infidelities, 
as  I  have  related.     By  what  means  I  came  to  be 
so  long  engaged,  as  to  see  this  session  of  Paiiia* 
ment,  I  have  told ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  told,  the 
yexadon  and  trouble  which  the  course  of  it  gave 
me.     I  knew  very  well,  that  all  the  siafcty  of  Han- 
ders  and  Holland  depended  upon  the  union  of  his 
Majesty  with  his  Padiament,  which  might  enable 
him  to  make  such  a  figure  in  Christendom,  as  the 
Crown  of  England  has  done,  and  ought  always  to 
do.     The  Dutch  had  sent  over  Monsieur  Van 
L<ewen  to  make  both  Court  and  country  sensible  of 
this  necessity  that  Christendom  was  in  ;  and  how 
much  all  would  lie  at  the  mercy  of  France,  from 
the  day  they  saw  the  hopes  of  it  fail.     The  H<Mise 
of  Commons  met,  with  such  a  bent  upon  what  they 
thought  the  chief  of  their  home  concerns,  that  the 
name  of  any  thing  foreign  would  not  be  allowed 
among  them ;  nay,  the  mention  of  Spanish  leagues, 
alliances  with  Holland,  and  measures  intended  by 
the  King  with  other  confederates,  were  iaughed  at, 
as  Court-tricks,  and  too  stale  to  pass  any  more. 
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wik$  the  Bill  of  Exqiuw>n  i  »»d  m  default  of  th»t, 
iipoQ  heatte  againsit  tb#  goy^rnm^^t  fl^nd  the  Miw- 
Sters,  not  witllQWt  9bme  gjap^ing  at  t^e  Kipg.  Thi» 
VfM  refcurin^  with  hpat?  at  Qowrt  by  tl»a^e  ]V^in  jsters 
that  were  chiefly  touched  s  Fh^^h  wer^  I^ord  UaL 
lifax,  who,  by  a  suddw  ttjirii,  whereof  I  jknow  di<9 
accou»t»  bftd  ^t  the  beginning  of  th#  ^e^sfLpn  faH?n 
into  thie  .open  defenqe  pf  the  puk^^s  iiiter-^tsj  ^nd 
Mr.  Hyde,  wbp,  by  his  r^l^tipn  to  th^  Duke,  and 
by  his  education  wholjiy  at  Cpwrt,  wa*  (ever  reckpia- 
fid  upoa,  as  w^il  a^  fpvnd  to  b«>  first  in  that  poiot.. 
Though  I  did  pot  find  by  thpm,  that  they  thought 
it  would  be  to  much  pjurpofiej  only  they  promised 
to  agree  with  the  King  upon  the  drjiught  of  pon^ 
expedients  in  the  case,  wl^ich  Lord  flalli&x  ha4 
charged  himself  with,  and  should  be  changed  witjj 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  during  the  heats  of  th? 
Commons, 

For  my  own  pi^rt,  so  sopn  ^s  J  mw  the  jbent  of 
thfi  House  of  Commons,  th^  yipl^we  with  which 
it  was  carried,  and  the  di^ractions  it  was  like  to 
jengage  the  kingdom  in,  ^t  ft  time  they  were  ^o  little 
10  season ;  I  gave  over  first  ^l  hopes,  and  then  aU 
thoughts  upoo  so  unplej^sant  a  theme.  In  th^ 
busiaess  of  the  biU  I  never  meddled,  nor  so  much 
as  reasoned  either  in  or  out  pf  the  House ;  having 
dechred  my  opinion  to  the  King  aad  his  Ministers^ 
djAt  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  oppose  it  there ;  npr 
£M*tbe  King  to  take  notice  of  the  Commons  ad4resp 
upon  it,  fmther  th^  to  let  them  know,  th^t  whea- 
ev^r  aay  bills,  or  any  ftddr^ess^s  upon  things  of  that 
«uuture,  were  brought  to  him  from  both  Houses^ 
he  w/mld  answer  &m,  By  thiis  m^a»:S  I  tj^wgkt 
the  King  was  su^e  of  his  eiad ;  for  the  biU  would 
certainly  fall  as  often  as  it  came  into  the  House  <rf 

Lords ;  and,  if  he  should  be  forced  to  break  the 
Parliament,  it  would  be  better  done  upon  invinci- 
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ble  difference  between  tbe  two  Houses,  than  upon 
any  between  his  Majesty  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. But  this  opinion  was  not  agreed  to  by  the 
chief  Ministers.  After  that,  I  pressed  both  the 
ICing  and  them  to  bring  such  expedients  as  they 
told  me  were  resolved  on ;  that  so  we  might  make 
all  the  strength  we  could  to  support  them  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  thereby  reduce  things  to 
some  temper ;  but  these,  though  daily  talked  of, 
never  appeared.  I  went  not  often,  either  to  the 
House  or  Council ;  but  when  I  did,  and  thought  it 
to  any  purpose,  I  endeavoured  to  allay  the  heats  on 
either  side ;  and  told  the  King  I  expected  to  be 
turned  out  of  the  House  in  the  morning,  and  out 
of  the  Council  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Hyde  asked 
me  one  day  in  the  council-chamber,  why  I  came  so 
seldom  to  the  House  or  Council ;  I  told  him,  it  was 
upon  Solomon's  advice,  neither  to  oppose  the  migh- 
ty, nor  go  about  to  stop  the  current  of  a  river :  upon 
which  he  said,  I  was  a  wise  and  a  quiet  man  ;  and, 
if  it  were  not  for  some  circumstances  he  could  not 
help,  he  would  do  so  too. 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  spoken  in  the  House, 
but  upon  the  motion  of  supplies  for  Tangier*;  upon 
the  digestion  of  the  first  address  about  general  grie- 
vances ;  and  in  the  cases  of  my  Lord  Chief  Justice 
North,  and  my  Lord  Hallifax  being  impeached  up- 
on common  fame :  nor  at  any  general  councils,  un- 
less  it  were  upon  the  House  of  Commons  address 
against  Lord  Hallifax,  and  upon  a  debate  about 
dissolving  the  Parliament ;  wherein  I  desired  the 
King  and  Council  never  to  lay  asicje  the  thoughts 
and  endeavours  of  agreeing  either  with  this  or  some 
other  Parliament,  as  a  matter  of  so  great  necessity 
to  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  affairs  both  abroad  and 
at  home.   Lord  Hallifax  answered  me  in  few  words, 

*  See  the  Appendix«  .        , 
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tbat  every  body  was  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  the 
King's  agreeing  with  his  Parliaments,  though  not 
with  this :  and  *  Mn  Seymour  told  me,  he  perfectly 
agreed  with  me  in  what  I  had  said.  The  last  thing 
I  did,  in  House  or  Council,  was  to  carry  the  King's 
last  answer  to  the  Commons,  containing  his  reso- 
lutions never  to  consent  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
Duke  + ;  which  Secretary  Jenkins  had  been  char- 
ged with  the  night  before  at  council :  but  he  was 
thought  too  unacceptable  to  the  House,  it  seems, 
for  a  message  that  was  like  to  prove  so ;  and  next 
morning  the  King  would  have  had  Sir  Robert  Carr 
or  Mr.  Godolphin  have  carried  it,  but  they  both 
excused  themselves;  upon  which  the  King  sent 
for  me. 

I  told  his  Majesty,  I  did  not  very  well  understand 
why  a  thing,  agreed  upon  last  night  at  council- 
table,  should  be  altered  in  his  chamber ;  but  that  I 
was  very  willing  however  to  obey  him,  and  the  ra- 
ther upon  others  having  excused  themselves,  and 
to  shew  his  Majesty  that  I  intended  to  play  no  po- 
pular games :  upon  which  I  took  the  paper,  and 
told  the  King  that  I  was  very  sensible  how  much 
of  his  confidence  I  formerly  had,  and  how  much  I 
had  lost,  without  knowing  the  occasion ;  or  else  I 
might  have  had  part  in  the  consulting  this  change 
of  what  was  last  night  resolved,  as  well  as  in  exe- 
cuting it ;  and  I  would  confess  to  his  Majesty,  that 
I  had  not  so  good  a  stomach  in  business,  as  to  be 
content  only  with  swallowing  what  other  people 
had  chewed.  Upon  which  I  went  away,  and  car- 
ried my  message  to  the  House,  which  was  received 
just  as  was  expected.  I  tell  this  passage  freely,  as 
I  do  all  the  rest ;  as  the  only  thing  I  could  imagine 
the  King  could  ever  take  ill  of  me ;  and  yet  I  know 

*  Afterwards  Sir  E.  Seymour.  f  See  the  Appendix. 
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not  how  it  could  be  a  fault,  mora  th9.n  in  a  pmut  of 
manners  neither,  or  the  homelines?  of  expression. 

That  which  completed  my  resolution  oS  recesf 
from  all  public  business,  was  to  find,  as  I  thought, 
very  plainly,  that  both  parties,  who  could  agree  in 
nothing  else,  yet  did  it  in  this  one  point,  of  bring? 
ing  things  to  the  last  extremity.  Lord  Shaftesbury 
and  his  party  thought  the  points  of  popular  dificoo- 
tents  and  petitions,  or  at  least  that  of  the  King'9 
wants,  would  at  last  bring  the  Court  to  their  mercy 
in  one  Parliament  or  other.  Those  Ministers,  who 
were  past  all  measures  with  the  House  of  Comr 
mons,  thought  there  was  no  way,  but  by  their  heats^ 
to  bring  the  King  to  a  dislike,  and  thereby  to  a  disi- 
use  of  Parliaments.  And  by  this  likewise  the  Duke's 
interest  seemed  at  present  only  to  be  secured*  So 
that,  where  both  parties  consented  in  dividing  to 
extremity  pn  each  side,  no  man  could  think  anj 
longer  of  uniting ;  nor  consequently  to  see  the 
Crown  in  such  a  posture  as  I  had  ever  wished  it, 
end  for  our  neighbours  sakes  as  well  as  our  own. 

I  found  this  yet  more  evident  at  the  last  debates^ 
during  my  assistance  at  the  &reign  committee, 
concerning  the  answer  his  Majesty  should  return 
to  the  repeated  addresses  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
relating  to  the  Bill  of  Exclusion.  I  was  of  opinJLoa 
it  should  be»  that,  when  both  Houses  agreed  upoa 
an  address  to  this  purpose,  he  would  .ffive  them  an 
answer ;  but  till  then  would  sui^na  it,  and  not 
send  a  positive  answer  to  one  House  upon  so  weighs- 
ty  an  occasion,  which,  for  au^t  he  knew^  might 
be  contrary  to  the  sense  x)f  the  other.  By  this  means 
fie  would  be  secure  from  the  necessity  of  any  diraet 
bred^ch  with  the  Commons ;  sin^e  he  knew  veil 
enough,  the  Lords  would  not  consent  to  the  juSr 
dress.  And,  if  the  Parliament  came  to  be  dissol- 
ved, it  were  better  for  the  King  it  should  break 
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upon  difiJsrences  between  the  two  Houses,  tiian  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  tham.  For  this  would  giv^ 
the  nation  an  opinion,  that  he  was  resolved  to  live 
without  Parliaments  hereafter;  which  might  en- 
danger perhaps  our  pi^ace  at  home,  but  would 
however  ruin  the  hopes  of  our  neighbours  abroad, 
who  had  no  other  of  defending  themselves  against 
France,  but  by  the  power  of  England :  that,  if  this 
Parliament  broke  upon  disputes  or  differences  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  it  might  yet  be  expected 
he  would  call  another,  and  perhaps  a  third,  and 
agree  with  some  of  them,  by  which  alone  he  could 
be  great  and  safe  both  at  home  and  abroad.  For  it 
was  between  the  King  and  his  Parliament,  as  be- 
tweep  the  mountain  and  Mahomet,  who  told  the 
people  what  miracles  he  would  do  when  he  was  at 
the  top  of  the  n)ountain ;  and  to  that  purpose  he 
would  on  such  a  day  call  it  to  him ;  he  did  so,  but 
the  mountain  would  not  come  5  whereupon  he  said, 
that,  if  the  mountain  would  not  come  to  Mahomet, 
he  would  go  to  the  mountain ;  for  unless  they  both 
met,  no  wonders  could  be  done.  The  King  seem- 
ed pleased  with  all  I  said,  and  with  the  comparison; 
but  those  of  the  committee,  that  were  chief  in  the 
private  measures  taken  at  this  time,  were  for  a  po- 
sitive answer  to  be  given  the  House  of  Commons^ 
let  them  take  it  how  they  pleased  j  and  according-* 
ly  this  was  resolved. 

However,  all  these  considerations  or  interests 
could  not  move  the  King  to  dissolve  this  Parlia- 
ment, without  calling  another  at  the  same  time  to 
meet  at  Oxford  in  the  spring.  Whereupon,  the 
heads  of  the  university  at  Cainbridge  sent  to  me, 
^  know  whether  I  intended  to  stand  again  for  that 
election :  I  went  to  the  King  to  acquaint  him  with 
it,  and  know  his  pleasure  what  answer  I  should  re- 
turn them :  be  seemed  at  first  indifferent,  and  bid 
me  do  what  I  would :  but  when  I  said  I  was  veiy 
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indifferent  too,  and  would  do  in  it  what  his  Ma- 
jesty liked  best ;  he  said,  in  a  manner  kind  and  fa- 
miliar, that,  considering  how  things  stood  at  this 
time,  he  doubted  my  coming  into  the  House  would 
not  be  able  to  do  much  good ;  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  as  well  for  me  to  let  it  alone ;  which  I 
said  I  would  do. 

When  I  left  the  King  I  went  to  my  Lord  Sun- 
derland, and  told  him  what  had  passed ;  who  took 
this  as  the  first  certain  sign  of  his  Majesty's  having 
fixed  his  resolution,  and  leftoffall  thoughts  of  agree- 
ing with  his  Parliaments,  and  of  his  having  taken 
his  measures  another  way,  for  the  supply  of  his  trea- 
sures in  the  ill  condition  they  were  in.  He  knew 
very  well,  that,  during  the  last  session,  the  King  had 
always  told  me,  that  he  was  resolved  to  propose 
some  expedients  to  the  Houses,  upon  which  he  had 
hopes  they  might  agree :  that  he  had  ordered  Lord 
Hallifaxto  draw  them  up,  and  had  bid  me  reserve  my 
credit  in  the  House  for  that  occasion :  and  that,  if 
there  were  any  thoughts  of  agreeing  with  the  next 
Parliament,  the  King,  he  was  sure,  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  me  in  the  House.  He  said  upon 
it,  in  some  passion,  that  he  now  gave  all  for  gone, 
and  that  he  must  confess  I  knew  the  King  better 
than  he  had  done ;  and  so  we  parted. 

Within  few  days,  employed  wholly  in  my  do- 
mestic concerns,  and  in  order  to  the  remove  I  in- 
tended, I  left  the  town  and  went  to  Sheen :  from 
whence  I  sent  the  King  word  by  my  son,  that  I 
would  pass  the  rest  of  my  life  like  as  good  a  sub- 
ject as  any  he  had ;  but  that  I  would  never  meddle 
any  more  with  any  public  affairs ;  and  desired  his 
Majesty  would  not  be  displeased  with  this  resolu- 
tion. The  King  very  graciously  bid  him  tell  me, 
that  he  was  not  angry  with  me,  no  not  at  all, 

I  had  not  been  above  a  week  at  Sheen,  when  my 
Lady  Northumberland  (who  lived  then  at  Sion^ 
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came  to  my  closet  one  morning,  and  told  me,  that, 
the  day  before,  my  Lord  Sunderland,  my  Lord  Es* 
sex's  names,  and  mine,  were  struck  out  of  the  coun- 
cil ;  which  was  the  first  word  I  heard  of  any  such 
thing ;  and  upon  which  I  neither  made  any  reflec* 
tions  nor  enquiries ;  though  many  others  seemed 
much  to  wonder,  and  enquired  or  me  what  could 
be  the  reason  of  my  beingjoined  with  the  other  two 
Lords,  whose  proceedings  had  been  very  different. 
My  Lord  Sunderland  was,  during  the  late  ses- 
sion  of  Parliament,  fallen  under  a  great  displeasure 
of  his  Majesty;  and  into  an  outrageous  quarrel  with 
Lord  Hallifax.  The  last  happened,  not  only  upon 
their  dividing  in  the  businesses  of  the  Parliament 
and  council,  but  likewise  upon  Lord  Sunderland's 
entering  into  new  commerce  and  measures  with 
Lord  Shaftesbury ;  as  my  Lord  Hallifax  told  me, 
and  which  I  should  not  have  otherwise  known ;  for, 
if  there  were  any  such  commerce.  Lord  Sunderland 
had  made  it  a  secret  to  me ;  as  knowing  too  well 
the  aversion  I  always  had  for  that  Lord,  and  the 
whole  course  of  his  proceedings  in  all  public  af- 
fairs. But  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  another  rea- 
son of  the  quarrel  between  him  and  Lord  Hallifax ; 
which,  he  said,  broke  out  the  same  night  a  debate 
arose  at  council  concerning  an  address  of  the  House 
of  Commons  against  Lord  Hallifax,  wherein  Lord 
Sunderland  had  been  of  opinion,  the  King  should 
not  yield  to  it.  But,  after  council.  Lord  Hallifax 
went  to  Lord  Sunderland's  lodgings,  where  they 
fell  into  discourse  of  what  had  passed ;  and  Lord 
Sunderland  told  him,  that  though  he  had  given  his 
opinion  at  council  as  he  thought  became  him  ;  yet, 
if  such  an  address  should  ever  be  made  against  him- 
self,  he  would  certainly  desire  leave  of  the  King  to 
retire,  as  a  thing  that  would  be  for  his  service. 
Upon  this  Lord  Hallifax  fell  into  such  a  passion, 
that  be  went  out  of  the  room,  and  from  that  time 
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tions,  more  than  any  of  the  rest :  but  upon  several 
representations  of  his  family,  his  abilities,  his  estate 
and  credit,  as  well  as  talent  to  ridicule  and  unravel 
whatever  he  was  spited  at,  I  thought  his  Majesty 
had  been  contented  with  it :  but,  at  this  meeting, 
be  raised  new  difficulties  upon  it,  and  appeared  a 
great  while  invincible  in  them,  though  we  all  joined 
in  the  defence  of  it :  and  at  last,  I  told  the  King, 
we  would  fall  upon  our  knees  to  gain  a  point  tbat 
we  all  thought  necessary  for  his  service :  and  then 
his  Majesty  consented. 

The  other  was  concerning  Lord  Shaftesbury,  ^o 
had  never  been  mentioned  in  our  first  debates ;  and 
the  King  either  had  not  thought  of  him  before  upon 
this  affair,  or  had  not  mentioned  him  to  me,  as  know- 
ing, upon  all  occasions  of  private  discourse  with 
his  Majesty,  what  opinion  I  had  of  that  Lord.  But 
after  my  iLord  Haliifax  had  passed,  the  King  said 
there  was  another,  who,  if  he  were  left  out,  might 
do  asmuchmischief  asany,  and  named  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury ;  to  which  the  other  three  agreed :  and  con- 
cluded, further,  that  he  would  never  be  content  with 
a  counsellor's  place  among  thirty  j  and  therefore  it 
was  proposed  to  add  one  to  the  number,  by  making 
a  president,  which  should  be  he.  I  disputed  this 
point,  from  the  first  mention,  to  the  last  conclusion 
of  it,  foretelling  he  would  destroy  all  the  good  that 
we  expected  from  the  whole  constitution :  and  said 
all  that  I  could  with  so  much  earnestness,  that 
when,  by  his  Majesty*s  agreeing  with  the  other 
three,  I  saw  it  would  be  concluded,  I  walked  away 
to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  not  knowing  well 
whether  I  should  have  gone  out  or  not,  if  the  door 
had  been  open;  but  turning  again,  I  desired  his 
Majesty  to  remember,  that  I  had  no  part  in  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  coming  into  his  council  or  his  afiairs; 
that  his  Majesty  and  the  other  three  Lords  had  re- 
solved it  without  me ;  and  that  I  was  still  absolutely 
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against  it.  The  King  laughed,  and  turned  my  an- 
ger into  a  jest ;  and  so  went  on  with  the  rest  of  the 
constitution  intended,  till  the  whole  was  resolve^ 
and  executed  publicly  in  Easter  1679*. 

The  night  beifore  the  thing  was  to  be  done^  his 
Majesty  thought  fit  to  tell  it  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth ;  having  kept  it  secret  till  then,  further  than 
to  the  four  already  named.  But  as  soon  as  the 
Duke  of  Monmoutn  knew,  though  only  in  general, 
that  the  council  should  be  changed,  he  told  it  so 
many,  that  it  was  the  common  talk  next  morning; 
which  we  interpreted  either  lightness  or  vanity,  to 
have  it  thought,  that  he  had  part  in  an  afiair  likely 
to  pass  so  well.  And  indeed,  when  the  thing  was 
done  in  the  forms  that  are  known,  it  was  received 
with  general  applause  in  the  country,  with  bonfires 
in  the  city,  and  the  same  in  Ireland :  in  Holland^ 
the  actions  of  the  East-India  Company  rose  upon 
it  immediately,  and  very  much ;  and  the  States  de« 
signed  one  of  their  best  and  most  considerable  men. 
Monsieur  Van  Lewen,  to  come  over  Minister  into 
England  upon  this  occasion.  France  alone  was 
unsatisfied  with  it,  and  Monsieur  Barillon  said  it 
was  making  des  Etats  [States]  and  not  des  conseils 
[[councfls] ;  but  the  reasons  were  easy  to  see,  and 
so  not  much  considered. 

The  House  of  Commons  received  it  with  most  • 
coldness,  where  the  contrary  was  most  expected : 
and  the  pretending  knowers  among  them,  who  were 
not  of  the  council,  pretended  now  to  know  nothing 
of  it,  to  expect  new  revelations,  to  doubt  it  might 
be  a  new  Court-juggle,  and  to  refer  it  to  time  to 
tell  what  it  was  in  truth ;  in  the  mean  while  to  sus- 
pend their  judgments. 

This  was  the  first  effect  of  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
good  meaning  to  the  King  andnis  afiairs,  into  which 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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he  was  entered,  but  not  with  the  personalor  tran* 
scendent  credit  he  aimed  at  with  his  Majesty,  and 
which  he  thought  those  i^ho  had  been  authors  of 
this  new  constitution  had  the  greatest  share  in. 
This  made  him  fall  in  more  absolutely  with  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  use  all  their  endeavours 
to  raise  such  discontents  and  heats  in  the  Houses, 
upon  the  apprehensions  of  popery,  and  propositions 
to  prevent  it,  that  the  King  found  himself  soon 
upon  as  uneasy  terms  with  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  he  had  been  with  the  last ;  the  humours 
being  engaged  by  mjr  Lord  Shaftesbury's  pretend- 
ing among  his  patriots,  that  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth had  so  much  credit  with  the  King,  that  his 
Majesty  desired  but  a  good  occasion  of  consenting 
to  all  the  Parliajnent  should  insist  on,  which  would 
be  given  him  by  their  heat  and  obstinacy,  in  so 
popular  a  point  as  that  against  popery :  and  if  that 
were  once  gained,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  he 
should  be  able  to  steer  all  the  rest,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  those  who  called  themselves  the  good  or 
the  honest  party. 

Such  a  mischief  could  never  have  grown,  if  Lord 
Shaftesbury  had  not  worked  himself  up  into  credit, 
both  in  Parliament  and  city,  by  the  appearance  of 
having  it  with  the  King,  and  in  the  council  where 
he  was  president ;  and  by  the  infusions  given  of  his 
having  or  growing  yet  into  greater  by  a  more  se- 
cret spring,  which  was  the  interest  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  and  the  kindness  of  his  Majesty  in- 
creasing, as  appeared  since  the  Duke's  absence.  I 
cannot  believe  but  all  this  would  have  been  avoid- 
ed, if,  upon  the  new  constitution.  Lord  Shaftesbury 
had  been  left  out,  as  a  person  marked  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  never  to  enter  more  into  his  affairs  or 
confidence ;  which  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
from  his  very  first  entrance  upon  public  stages,  if 
examined  never  po  strictly,  would  have  given  good 
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l^routid  for.  But  this  fate,  as  I  could  not  prevent 
by  all  my  endeavours,  so  I  had  foretold  it  his  Ma- 
jesty the  year  before :  when,  upon  my  eomitig  over, 
the  King  had  fallen  into  all  the  violent  expressions 
that  could  be  against  him ;  I  told  his  Majesty,  that, 
with  his  good  leave,  I  would  hold  any  wager,  I 
should  yet  see  that  Lord  again  in  his  business;  and 
when  the  King  asked  me  what  made  me  think  so, 
I  said,  because  1  knew  he  was  restless  while  he  wa» 
out,  and  would  try  every  door  to  get  in ;  had  wit 
and  industry  to  find  out  the  ways;  and,  when 
money  would  work,  had  as  much  as  any  body  to 
bestow,  and  skill  enough  to  know  where  to  place  it. 

This  turn  in  the  King's  affairs,  upon  tnis  new 
constitution,  gave  me  so  great  a  vexation,  and  so 
ill  a  prospect,  that,  having  delayed  the  time  pre- 
scribed for  every  man's  receiving  the  sacrament 
according  to  law,  after  his  entrance  into  public  em- 
ployment, till  it  was  very  near  expired;  I  once  re- 
solved, by  that  omjssion,  to  make  myself  absolutely 
incapable  of  bearing  any  for  the  future ;  and  was 
not  persuaded  to  lay  aside  that  thought  till  after 
long  debates  upon  it  with  my  wife  and  sister  here 
at  Sheen :  but  that  matter  passed  in  form,  and  I  con- 
tinued barely  of  the  council,  with  a  resolution  of 
not  entering  upon  the  Secretary's  office,  though 
often  and  earnestly  urged  to  it  by  Lord  Sunderland, 
with  others  of  my  friends. 

Upon  the  new  constitution  of  the  council,  my 
Lord  Sunderland  had,  by  Mr.  Sidney,  desired  that 
we  two  might  join  together  in  perfect  confidence, 
and  distinct  from  any  others  in  the  course  of  the 
King's  a£&irs,  whether  I  would  enter  into  the  oth^t 
Secretary's  office,  or  no ;  which  I  said  I  was  very 
willing  to  embrace,  though  I  knew  no  need  of  it, 
considering  how  much  the  general  affairs  were  de- 
volved upon  the  council,  or  the  particular  commit- 
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tees,  and  how  much  I  thought  it  wsis  fit  that  they 
should  continue  so,  without  running  into  any  private 
channels.  This  confidence  had  not  run  on  above 
a  fortnight,  when  my  Lord  Sunderland  asked  me, 
if  I  were  willing  my  Lord  Essex  should  be  received 
into  it ;  which  I  consented  to,  though  with  intima- 
tion to  Lord  Sunderland  of  the  opinion  I  had  (for 
some  time  of  late)  of  Lord  Essex,  whom  I  thought 
I  knew  better  than  he  did.  So  we  met,  for  a  while, 
once  a  day  by  turns,  at  each  of  our  houses,  and 
consulted  upon  the  chief  afiairs  that  were  then  on 
the  anvil,  and  how  they  might  be  best  prepared  for 
the  Parliament  or  the  Council :  but  matters  grow* 
ing  veryuntoward,  by  thepractices  of  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  cover  at  least, 
and  upon  the  ill  humour  of  the  House  of  Commons 
about  the  business  of  religion ;  and  my  Lord  HaU 
lifax  appearing  unsatisfied,  by  observing  where  the 
King's  confidence  was ;  I  proposed  to  my  Lords 
Sunderland  and  Essex,  to  receive  him  into  all  our 
consultations ;  which  I  thought  would  both  entet 
him  into  credit  with  the  King,  and  give  us  more 
ease  in  the  course  of  his  afiairs.  Lord  Essex  re* 
eeived  this  overture  with  his  usual  dryness ;  Lord 
Sunderland  opposed  it  a  good  deal,  and  told  me,  I 
should  not  find  Lord  Hallifax  the  person  I  took 
him  for,  but  one  that  could  draw  with  nobody,  and 
still  climbing  up  to  the  top  himself.  However,  I 
continued  resolute  in  pressing  it;  and  so  at  length 
the  thing  was  concluded,  and  we  fell  all  four  toge- 
ther into  the  usual  meetings  and  consultations. 

The  chief  matters  that  lay  before  the  King  at  that 
time  werje,  first,  the  satistaction  of  his  people  by 
fidling  into  some  measures  with  the  Parliament  that 
might  enable  him  to  look  abroad  in  such  a  figure 
aabecame  the  Crown  of  England,  and  wfsnecessary 
for  preventing  the  common  fears  of  a  n^w  invasios 
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of  France  upon  Flanders  or  Holland,  which  looked 
very  desperate  without  some  strong  and  resolute 
protection  from  England. 

The  second  was  a  resolution  to  be  taken  in  an- 
swer to  the  instances  made  by  Monsieur  Van  Lew- 
en  from  the  States,  about  a  new  guaranty  to  be 
given  upon  the  late  general  peace  by  his  Majesty, 
particularly  to  Spain  in  the  business  of  Flanders, 

The  third  was  the  giving  some  ease  to  Scotland, 
where  the  humours  began  to  swell  about  this  tiraie; 
and  which  we  conceived  could  be  no  way  done 
so  easily,  as  by  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauder- 
dale ;  a  man  too  much  hated  both  here  and  there, 
to  be  fit  for  the  temper  his  Majesty  seemed  resolved 
to  use  in  his  affairs. 

For  this  last,  we  could  not  upon  any  terms  ob- 
tain it  of  the  King,  by  all  the  arguments  used  (both 
jointly  and  severally)  by  us  all  four ;  the  King's 
defence  being  a  very  true  one^  that  we  none  of  us 
knew  Scotland  so  well  as  his  Majesty  himself. 

For  the  second,  we  easily  agreed  upon  the  mea- 
sures that  seemed  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  States,  and  the  safety  of  Flanders ;  being  all 
four  of  the  committee,  where  all  the  foreign  affairs 
were  consulted;  and  taking  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion 
of  this  treaty  with  Holland,  at  a  meeting  for  that 
purpose,  at  my  Lord  Hallifax*s  house ;  which  was 
the  only  time  I  ever  had  any  thing  to  do,  or  so 
much  as  talk,  with  my  Lord  Shaflesbury,  further 
than  the  council  chamber. 

For  the  first  thing,  which  was  the  most  impor- 
tant, we  found  it  more  perplexed  than  we  could 
imagine.  Both  Houses  of  rarliament  seemed  to 
have  no  eyes,  but  for  the  dangers  of  popery  upon 
the  Duke's  succession  to  the  Crown ;  which  hu- 
mour was  blown  up  by  all  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
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the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury. 
The  King  seemed  willing  to  secure  them  all  that 
Gould  be  against  those  fears,  without  changing  the 
laws  in  point  of  succession.  *  The  House  of  Com- 
mons were  busy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  secure 
this  point,  but  could  agree  on  none ;  being  still 
diverted  from  fixing  on  any  by  Lord  Saftesbury's 
practices.  The  council  fell  upon  the  same  scent 
with  great  earnestness  and  endeavour ;  and,  after 
much  hammering,  agreed  upon  many  heads  to  be 
offered  the  Parliament,  which  are  commonly  enough 
known. 

These  expedients  were  agreed  to  by  all  the  coun- 
cil, except  my  Lord  Shafte^ury  and  me ;  who  were 
against  them,  upon  very  different  grounds.  Mine 
were  two ;  first,  because  I  believed,  that  nothing 
that  came  first  from  the  King  upon  these  pointe 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Commons ;  who,  if  they 
would  be  satisfied  at  all,  I  thought  should  first  agree 
upon  what,  and  leave  it  to  the  King  to  take  or  re- 
fuse. The  second  was,  that  as  I  did  not  see  any  cer- 
tain ease  these  expedients  would  give  the  King, 
though  agreed  to  by  the  Houses ;  so  it  was  evident 
to  all  men,  that  they  would  leave  the  Crown  after 
him  in  shackles,  which,  put  on  upon  the  Duke's 
occasion,  and  in  his  time,  would  not  be  easily  knock- 
ed off  by  any  successor.  My  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
ground  was  plain,  and  so  expressed  by  him  upon 
ail  occasions ;  which  wad,  that  there  could  be  no 
security  against  the  Duke,  if  once  in  possession  of 
the  Crown ;  and  this  being  well  infused  by  his  and 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  friends  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  occasioned  their  suUen  rejecting  all 
the  expedients  offered  them  by  the  King,  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  proceedings  of  the  late 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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House  of  Commons,  and  the  strange  disorders 
wherein  they  have  left  affairs  at  home,  and  thereby 
the  desperate  condition  of  affairs  abroad. 

During  all  these  transactions  the  three  Lords  and 
I  continued  our  constant  meetings  and  consulta- 
tions ;  and  with  so  much  union,  and  so  disinterest- 
ed endeavours  for  the  general  good  of  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  kingdom's,  that  I  could  not  but  say 
to  them,  at  the  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that 
we  four  were  either  the  four  honestest  men  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  greatest  knaves ;  for  we  made  one 
another  at  least  believe,  that  we  were  the  honestest 
men  in  the  world. 

But  this  conjunction  held  not  long :  for,  after 
the  Houses  rejecting  the  expedients  offered  by  the 
King  and  Council,  my  Lord  Shaftesbury  finding 
himself  neither  in  confidence  with  the  King,  nor 
credit  in  the  Council,  turned  all  his  practices  and 
hopes  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  inflamed  them 
to  that  degree,  as  made  the  three  Lords  of  my  com- 
merce begin  to  grow  uneasy,  and  to  cast  about 
which  way  they  might  lay  this  storm.  At  length 
my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  Lord  Essex  and 
Lord  Hallifax  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  in  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord 
Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion  of  affairs,  con- 
sidering the  influence  they  had  upon  the  House ; 
and  for  this  end  to  agree  with  them  in  the  banish- 
ment of  the  Duke,  either  for  a  certain  term,  or 
during  the  King's  life ;  and  desired  toknow  whether 
I  would  fall  into  it  with  them,  and  join  in  bringing 
it  about  with  the  King.  I  told  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land positively  I  woiud  not:  for,  first,  I  would 
never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury ;  and  next,  I  would 
never  enter  into  matters  of  difference  between  the 
King  and  his  brother ;  having  upon  several  occa- 
sions told  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  I 
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could  towards  the  union  of  the  whole  royal  family ; 
but  never  would  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  divi- 
sions of  it ;  and  no  man  should  ever  reproach  me 
with  breaking  my  word,  and  much  less  the  King 
or  the  Duke. 

This  was  peremptory,  and  so  it  ended;  and 
thereupon  the  three  Lords  fell  into  meetings  and 
consultations  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  which  I  knew  nothing  of,  and 
began  to  come  less  to  council,  and  to  meet  no  more 
with  my  usual  company,  but  upon  occasion,  and 
without  the  first  confidence ;  but  we  still  continued 
our  kindness  wherever  we  met,  without  my  enqui- 
ring, or  they  communicating,  what  passed  in  their 
new  consultations. 

But  this  lasted  not  long  neither ;  for,  within  a 
fortnight  or  little  more,  they  began  to  find  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury  unrea- 
sonable, and  like  to  prevail  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  to  endeavour  bringing  the  King  into  ne- 
cessities of  yielding  all  points  to  them,  and  thereby 
leaving  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury absolutely  at  the  head  of  all  aflFairs ;  so  that 
the  three  Lords  began  to  make  their  complaints  of 
it,  and  to  fall  upon  the  thoughts  of  proroguing  the 
Parliament,  as  the  only  remedy  left  in  the  preseiit 
distemper.  I  agreed  with  them  in  this  overture, 
and  the  rather,  because  I  foresaw  it  would  abao^ 
lutely  break  the  three  Lords  from  all  commerce 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury :  and  so  we  agreed  to  propose  it  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  that  it  should  be  debated  and  resolved 
at  council ;  where  the  chief  officers  depending  upon 
the  King  being  one  half  of  the  council,  and  join- 
ing with  others  of  us  that  were  of  his  more  indif- 
ferent choice,  we  concluded  the  resolution  could 
not  fail  to  be  taken  by  the  niajority  of  the  coiJncU; 
if  the  reasons  and  necessity  of  it  should  not  prei- 
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vail  with  some  of  those  who  seemed  most  in  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury's  confidence,  to  leave  him  upon 
this  occasion.  And  in  this  resolution  we  parted, 
and  appointed  to  meet  again  two  days  after  for  the 
fixing  it  with  his  Majesty,  upon  my  engaging  to  go 
for  so  long  down  into  the  country,  where  I  staid 
my  two  days,  and  came  up  the  third  morning  early. 

Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  my  Lord  Sunderland 
had  called  or  sent  several  times  to  my  house  the 
night  before,  and  left  word  that  he  must  needs 
speak  with  me  as  soon  as  I  came  to  town.  I  sent 
immediately  to  Whitehall,  but  found  his  Lordship 
was  gone  already  with  the  King  to  the  House  of 
Lords ;  whereupon  I  went  to  Lord  Essex,  who  was 
nearest  me,  and  asked  whether  any  thing  new  had 
happeriecL  He  told  me  that  the  King  had  found 
out  ther^were  remonstrances  ready  prepared  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  inflame  the  city  and 
nation  upon  the  points  of  plot  and  popery  j  and 
that  their  three  Lordships  having  upon  it  consulted 
with  his  Majesty,  he  had  resolved  the  Parliament 
should  be  prorogued  that  morning,  upon  the  King's 
coming  to  the  House,  and  that  it  could  not  be  al* 
lowed  time  or  vent  by  a  debate  of  council ;  which, 
for  my  part,  I  thought  an  ill  omission,  and  that  it 
ought  to  have  the  authority  of  the  King  with  ai- 
vice  of  his  council,  according  to  the  usual  forms : 
but  it  passed  otherwise,  and  with  very  great  re- 
sentment of  both  Houses ;  and  such  rage  of  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  he  said  upon  it  aloud  in  the 
House,  that  he  would  have  the  heads  of  those  who 
were  the  advisers  of  this  prorogation. 

During  this  session  of  Parliament,  I  had  several 
notices  given  me  of  a  practice  set  on  foot  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  impeaching  me  as  one  that , 
had  been  an  instrument  of  making  the  general 
peace ;  and  this  was  urged  by  stories,  of  being  a 
man  of  arbitrary  principles,  and  one  th^t  had  writ* 
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ten  several  things,  though  without  name,  against 
the  constitution  of  Parliaments,  and  in  favour  of 
popery :  and  this  went  so  far,  that  *  Mr.  Moun- 
tague  went  a  great  way  from  man  to  man  in  the 
House,  to  know  whether,  if  such  an  accusation 
were  brought  in,  they  would  be  against  me.  Se- 
veral went  into  it  upon  hatred  to  the  late  Trea- 
surer, whose  friend  they  took  me  to  be,  and  upon 
envy  at  my  being  designed  for  Secretary  of  State ; 
but  yet  in  no  such  numbers  that  Mr.  Jviountague 
could  hope  to  make  any  thing  of  it :  and  when 
some  of  my  friends  acquainted  me  with  it,  I  only 
desired  them  to  obtain  leave  of  the  House,  that  I 
might  hear  my  accusation  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
and  assured  them  that  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
that  occasion  of  telling  there  both  Mr.  Mounta- 
gue's  story  and  my  own.  This  fell  j  but  upon  the 
knowledge  of  these  practices,  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land and  Mr.  t  Sydney,  who  thought  that  a  man, 
who  had  such  a  part  in  the  King's  affairs,  ought  to 
stand  as  well  as  he  could  with  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, pressed  me  to  suffer  several  small  things  I 
had  formerly  written,  and  of  which  copies  had  run, 
to  be  then  printed,  as  they  were,  under  the  title 
of  Miscellanea.  They  thought,  by  that  publication, 
men  would  see  I  was  not  a  man  of  the  dangerous 
principles  pretended ;  and  I  might  assure  the  world 
of  being  author  of  no  books  that  had  not  my  name. 
The  thing  seemed  to  pass  well  enough ;  only  Lord 
Hallifax,  commending  them  to  me  in  general,  told 
me  as  a  friend,  that  I  should  take  heed  of  carrying 
too  far  that  principle  of  paternal  dominion  (whicE 
was  deduced  in  the  essay  Of  Government)^  for  fear 
of  destroying  the  rights  of  the  people.  So  tender 
was  every  body  of  those  points  at  that  time. 

*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Mountague. 
f  Afterwards  Earl  of  RuiDQey. 
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The  three  Lords  and  t  went  on  unanimous  in . 
our  consultations ;  considering  how  to  make  way 
for  a  calmer  and  better-tempered  session  of  Par- 
liament, after  the  short  prorogation  which  had  been 
made.  To  which  purpose  we  again  endeavoured 
the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  or  at  least 
the  admission  of  other  Nobles  of  Scotland  into  those 
affairs.  We  concluded  the  measures  with  Holland 
in  all  points,  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  Ambassa- 
dor ;  and  thought  of  such  acts  of  council,  as  might 
express  his  Majesty's  care  for  suppressing  popery 
even  in  the  intervals  of  Parliament.  We  only  dis- 
agreed in  one  point,  which  was  the  leaving  some 
priests  to  the  law  upon  the  accusation  of  being 
priests  only,  as  the  House  of  Commons  had  de- 
sired; which  I  thought  wholly  unjust,  without 
giving  them  public  warning  by  proclamation  to 
be  gone,  or  expect  the  penalties  of  law  within 
such  a  time;  since  the  connivances  had  lasted 
now  through  three  Kings  reigns :  .upon  this  point 
Lord  Hallifax  and  I  had  so  sharp  a  debate  at  Lord 
Sunderland's  lodgings,  that  he  told  me,  if  I  would 
not  concur  in  points  which  were  so  necessary  for 
the  people's  satisfaction,  he  would  tell  every  body 
I  was  a  papist :  and  upon  his  affirming  that  the 
plot  must  be  handled  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it 
were  so  or  no,  in  those  points  that  were  so  gene- 
rally believed  by  city  or  country  as  well  as  both 
Houses ;  I  replied,  with  some  heat,  that  the  plot 
was  a  matter  long  on  foot  before  I  came  over  into 
England;  that  to  understand  it,  one  must  have 
been  here  to  observe  all  the  motions  of  it ;  which 
not  having  done,  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it :  in  other  things  L  was  content  to  join  with  them, 
where  they  thought  I  could  be  of  use  to  the  King's 
service ;  and  where  they  thought  there  was  none, 
I  was  very  willing  to  be  excused  i  and  very  glad 
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It  was  perfectly  in  compliance  to  some  persons, 
for  whose  opinion  I  have  great  deference,  that  I  so 
long  withheld  the  publication  of  the  following  pa- 
pers. They  seemed  to  think,  that  the  freedt)m  of 
passages  in  these  Memoirs  might  give  offence  to 
several  who  were  still  alive;  and  whose  part  iii 
those  affairs,  which  are  here  related,  could  not  be 
transmitted  to  posterity  with  any  advantage  to  their 
reputation.  But,  whether  this  objection  be  in  it- 
self of  much  weight,  may  perhaps  be  disputed;  at 
least  it  should  have  little  with  me,  who  am  under 
no  restraint  in  that  particular ;  since  I  am  not  of 
an  age  to  remember  those  transactions,  nor  had 
any  acquaintance  with  those  persons  whose  coun- 
seli  or  proceedings  are  condemned,  and  who  are 
all  of  them  now  dead. 

But,  as  this  author  is  very  free  in  exposing  the 
weakness  and  corruptions  of  ill  Ministers,  so  lie  is 
as  ready  to  commend  the  abilities  and  virtue  of 
others,  as  may  be  observed  from  several  passages 
of  these  Memoirs ;  particularly,  of  the  late  Earlof 
Sunderland,  with  whom  the  author  continued  in 
the  most  intimate  friendship  to  his  death ;  and  who 
was  father  of  that  most  learned  and  excellent  Lord, 
now  Secretary  of  State ;  as  likewise,  of  the  present 
Earl  of  Rochester ;  and  the  Earl  of  Godolphm,  now 
Lord  Treasurer,  represented  by  this  impartial  au- 
thor as  a  person  at  that  time  deservedly  intrusted 
with  so  great  a  part  in  the  Prime  Ministry  j  an 
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office  he  now  executes  again  with  such  universal  ap» 
plause,  so  much  to  the  Queen's  honour  and  his  own, 
and  to  the  advantage  of  his  country,  as  well  as  of 
the  whole  confederacy. 

There  are  two  objections  I  have  sometimes  hear4 
to  have  been  offered  against  those  Memoirs  that 
were  printed  in  the  Author's  life-time,  and  which 
these  now  published  may,  perhaps,  be  equally  lia- 
ble to.  First,  as  to  tlie  matter ;  that  the  author 
speaks  too  much  of  himself :  next,  as  to  the  style ; 
that  he  affects  the  use  of  French  words,  as  well  a9 
some  turns  of  expression  peculiar  to  that  language. 

I  believe,  those  who  make  the  former  criticism^ 
do  not  well  consider  the  nature  of  Memoirs,  It  i^ 
to  the  French  (if  I  mistake  not)  we  chiefly  owe 
that  manner  of  writing ;  and  Sir  William  Temple 
is  not  only  the  first,  but,  I  think,  the  only  English- 
man (at  least  of  any  consequence)  who  ever  at- 
tempted it.  The  best  French  memoirs  are  writ  hy 
such  persons  as  were  the  principal  actors  in  thos@ 
transactions  they  pretend  to  relate,  whether  of  wars 
or  negotiations.  Those  of  Sir  William  Temple  are 
of  the  same  nature ;  and  therefore,  in  my  judgment,, 
the  publisher  (who  sent  them  into  the  world  with- 
out the  Author's  privity),  gave  them  a  wrong  title, 
when  be  called  them  Memoirs  of  what  passed  in 
Christendom,  &c.  whereas  it  should  rather  havQ 
been,  Memoirs  of  the  treaty  at  Nimeguen,  which 
was  plainly  the  sense  of  the  Author,  who  in  the 
Epistle  tells  his  son,  that,  in  compliance  with  his 
desire,  he  will  leave  him  some  Memoirs  of  what 
pas3ed  in  his  public  employments  abroad :  and  in 
the  book  itself,  when  he  deduces  an  account  of  the 
$tate  of  war  in  Christendom,  he  says  it  is  only  to 
prepare  the  reader  for  a  relation  of  that  famous 
Ireaty ;  where  he  and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  were  the 
only  mediators  that  continued  any  considerable 
time  y  .md  as  the  Author  was  first  m  commission. 
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SO  in  point  of  abilities  or  credit,  either  abroad  or 
at  home,  there  was  no  sort  of  comparison  between 
the  two  persons.  Those  Memoirs  therefore  are 
properly  a  relation  of  a  general  treaty  of  peace, 
wherein  the  Author  had  the  principal,  as  well  as 
the  most  honourable  part,  in  quality  of  mediator ; 
so  that  the  frequent  mention  of  himself  seems  not 
only  excusable  but  necessary.  The  same  may  be 
offered  in  defence  of  the  following  papers,  because, 
during  the  greatest  part  of  the  penod  they  treat  of, 
the  Author  was  in  chief  confidence  with  the  King, 
his  Master.  To  which  it  may  be  added,  that,  in  the 
few  preliminary  lines  at  the  head  of  the  first  page, 
the  Author  professes  he  writ  those  papers  fbr  the  sa^ 
tisfaction  of  his  friends  hereafter,  upon  the  grounds 
of  his  retirement,  and  his  resolution  never  to  med- 
dle again  with  public  affairs. 

As  to  the  objection  against  the  style  of  the  for^ 
mer  Memoirs,  that  it  abounds  in  French  words  and 
turns  of  expression ;  it  is  to  be  considered,  that,  at 
the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  all  business,  either  by  wri* 
ting  or  discourse,  passed  in  the  French  tongue; 
and  the  Author  having  lived  so  many  years  abroad 
in  that  and  former  embassies,  where  all  business,  as 
well  as  conversation,  ran  in  that  language,  it  was 
hardly  possible  for  him  to  write  upon  public  affairs 
without  some  tincture  of  it  in  his  style ;  though  in 
his  other  writings,  there  be  little  or  nothing  of  it 
to  be  observed ;  and,  as  he  has  often  assured  me, 
it  was  a  thing  he  never  affected ;  so,  upon  the  oh- 
jections  made  to  his  former  Memoirs,  he  blotted 
out  some  French  words  in  these,  and  placed  Eng- 
lish in  their  stead,  though  perhaps  not  so  signi- 
ficant. 

Theire  is  one  thing  proper  to  inform  the  reader, 
why  these  Memoirs  are  called  the  Third  Part,  there 
having  never  been  published  but  one  part  before, 
where,  in  the  beginning,  the  Author  mentions  a 
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former  part^  arid  in  the  conclusibil  promises  a  thir^ 
The  subject  of  the  first  part  was  chiefly  the  triple 
alliance,  during  the  negotiation  of  which  my  Lord 
Arlington  was  Secretary  of  State  and  chief  Mini- 
ster :  Sir  William  Temple  often  assured  me,  he  had 
burnt  those  Memoirs ;  and  for  that  reason  was  con- 
tent his  Letter?,  during  his  embassies  at  the  Hague 
and  Aix  la  Chapelle,  should  be  printed  after  his 
death  ;  in  some  manner  to  supply  that  loss. 

What  it  was  that  moved  Sir  William  Temple  to 
burn  those  first  Memoirs,  may  perhaps  be  conjec- 
tured from  some  passages  in  the  second  part,  for- 
merly  printed :  in  one  place  the  Author  has  these 
words,  **  My  Lord  Arlington,  who  made  so  great 
a  figure  in  the  former  part  of  these  Memoirs,  was 
now  grown  out  of  all  credit,'*  &c.  In  other  parts 
he  tells  us  thatLordwas  of  the  Ministry  which  broke 
the  triple  league ;  advised  the  Dutch  war  and  French 
alliance;  and,  in  shprt,  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  those 
ruinous  measures  which  the  Court  of  England  was 
then  taking ;  so  that,  as  I  have  been  told  from  a 
good  hand,  and  as  it  seems  very  probable,  he  could 
not  think  that  Lord  a  person  fit  to  be  celebrated 
for  his  part  in  forwarding  that  famous  league  while 
he  was  Secretary  of  State,  who  had  made  such  coun- 
terpaces  to  destroy  it.  At  the  end  I  have  subjoin- 
ed an  Appendix,  containing,  besides,  one  or  two 
other  particulars,  a  Speech  of  Sir  William  Temple's 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  an  Answer  of  the 
King's  to  an  Address  of  that  House,  relating  to  the 
Bill  of  Exclusion,  both  which  are  mentioned  in 
these  Memoirs. 

I  have  only  farther  to  inform  the  reader,  that  al- 
though these  papers  were  corrected  by  the  Author, 
yet  he  had  once  intended  to  insert  some  additions 
m  several  places,  as  appeared  by  certain  hints  or 
memorandums  in  the  margin ;  but  whether  they 
were  omitted  out  of  fprgetwlness,  neglect,  or  want 
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of  health,  I  cannot  determine ;  one  passage  rela- 
ting to  Sir  William  Jones  he  was  pleased  to  tell  me, 
and  I  have  added  it  in  the  Appendix.  The  rest  I 
know  nothing  of;  but  the  thread  of  the  story  is  en- 
tire  without  them. 

JONATHAN  SWIFT. 
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Jenkins's  coming  over  in  my  room  ;  so  that  I  pre- 
pared for  a  short  return  to  Nimeguen ;  when  most 
unexpectedly  came  ayacht  to  Rotterdam,  with  let- 
ters from  my  Lord  Treasurer,  and  from  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland,  who  had  newly  succeeded  Sir  Jo- 
seph Williamson.-  And,  in  both  those  dispatches, 
there  was  a  positive  command  from  the  King,  for 
iny  immediate  repair  into  England,  in  order  to  my 
entering  upon  the  Secretary's  office. 

The  King  writ  the  same  thing  at  the  same  time 
to  the  Prince,  and  gave  him  leave  to  acquaint  the 
States  with  it,  which  he  did,  as  a  thing  he  thought 
they  would  be  pleased' with  (as  he  was  himself,  and 
indeed  all  my  friends) :  though  while  I  was  forced 
to  stay  at  the  Hague,  about  a  fortnight  before  my 
embarking,  they  all  found  me  in  very  different 
thoughts,  both  upon  my  discourses  and  my  letters : 
insomuch  that  the  Prince  told  me,  he  looked  upon 
it  as  a  piece  of  predestination,  that  I  should  be  Se- 
cretary of  State  at  last,  in  spite  of  all  I  had  done 
80  long  to  avoid  it. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  England,  I  met  with  the  most 
surprising  scene  that  ever  was:  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment dissolved,  and  the  resolution  taken  for  the 
Duke's  going  into  Holland,  and  that  he  was  to  part 
next  day :  so  that  I  had  only  one  occasion  of  speak- 
ing to  him ;  when  he  told  me  with  great  freedom 
the  paces  that  had  been  made  towards  that  resolu- 
tion, much  against  his  own  opinion,  and  bid  me  re- 
member what  he  foretold  me,  that  however  this 
was  thought  likely  to  stop  the  violent  humour  then 
raised  by  the  plot,  yet  I  should  see  it  would  go  on 
next  to  my  Lord  Treasurer's  ruin,  though  he  did 
not  expect  it. 

When  the  Duke  wzs  gone,  and  the  Kin^  had 
told  me,  with  the  greatest  kindness  that  could  be, 
of  his  resolution  to  have  me  Secretary ;  and  that 
I  had  no  reason  to  take  it  well,  because  he  knew 
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not  one  man  besides  in  England  that  was  fit  for  it 
upon  Mr.  Coventry's  removal :  and  on  the  other 
side,  my  friends  had  told  me,  they  had  the  money 
ready  for  me  to  lay  down,  which  was  five  thousand 
p6unds ;  I  began  to  consider  the  ground,  and  the 
journey,  and  my  own  strength  to  go  through  with 
it.  I  round  nothing  so  necessary  for  his  Majesty's 
affairs  abroad,  and  those  of  Christendom,  as  great 
union  at  home ;  which  might  enable  him  to  make 
such  a  figure  as  the  preservation  of  his  allies  re- 
quired ;  and  indeed  the  general  interest  of  Christ- 
endom ;  which  seemed  to  depend  wholly  upon  his 
Majesty's  measures.  On  the  other  side,  I  never 
saw  greater  disturbance  in  men's  minds  at  home, 
than  had  been  raised  by  the  plot,  and  the  pursuit 
of  it  in  the  Parliament ;  and  observed,  that  though 
it  was  generally  believed  by  both  Houses,  by  city 
and  country,  by  cler^  and  laity ;  yet  when  I  talk- 
ed with  some  of  my  friends  in  private,  who  ought 
best  to  know  the  bottom  of  it,  they  only  concluded 
that  it  was  yet  mysterious ;  that  they  could  not 
say  the  King  believed  it ;  but,  however,  that  the 
Parliament  and  nation  were  so  generally  and  strong- 
ly possessed  with  it,  that  it  must  of  necessity  be 
pursued  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it  was  so  or  no: 
and  that,  without  the  King's  uniting  with  his  peo- 
ple upon  this  point,  he  would  never  grow  either  in- 
to ease  at  home,  or  consideration  abroad* 

Upon  three  days  thought  of  this  whole  affair,  I 
concluded  it  a  scene  unfit  for  such  actors  as  I  knew 
myself  to  be ;  and  resolved  to  avoid  the  Secretary's 
place,  or  any  other  public  employment  at  home, 
my  character  abroad  still  continuing.  This  I  ac- 
quainted my  nearest  friends  with ;  ordered  the  mo- 
ney to  be  returned,  which  had  been  provided  by 
them  ;  and  fell  into  the  consultations  how  I  might 
get  off  this  point,  without  any  thing  that  might  ap- 
pear undutiful  or  ungrateful  to  his  Majesty. 
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The  elections  were  canvassing  for  a  new  Parlia* 
ment,  and  I  ordered  my  pretensions  so  as  they  came 
to  fail.  In  the  mean  time  I  deferred  my  entering 
into  the  Secretary's  place^  till  I  might  likewise  en- 
ter into  the  House  of  Commons,  which  both  his 
Majesty  and  Lord  Treasurer  were  satisfied  with, 
though  not  Lord  Sunderland.  But  when  that  Par« 
liament  was  chosen,  and  I  not  of  the  House,  I  re- 
presented to  his  Majesty  how  unfit  it  was  to  havci 
a  Parliament  meet  without  his  having  one  Secre- 
tary of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  how  useful 
Mr.  Coventry  would  be  to  him  there ;  and  so  ob- 
tained a  respite  till  I  could  be  chosen  of  the  House; 
which  was  endeavoured  upon  each  doubtful  elec- 
tiouj  especially  that  at  Windsor,  but  however  could 
not  be  carried. 

The  short  Psu'liament  met,  with  the  disputes  be- 
tween the  Court  and  the  Commons  about  the  Speak- 
er, begun  indeed  upon  a  pique  between  the  Trea- 
surer and  Mr.  Seymour  [afterwards  Sir  Edward 
Seymourl,  or  rather  between  my  Lady  Danby  and 
faim.  However  it  was,  this  soon  ran  the  House  in. 
to  such  violeiices  against  my  Lord  Treasurer,  as 
ended  in  his  ruin ;  first,  by  the  King's  sudden  re- 
solution to  remove  him,  then  by  the  Commons  con- 
tinuing their  pursuits  and  impeachments ;  and  last, 
by  his  Lordship's  first  concealing,  and  then  produ- 
cing, himself  in  the  face  of  this  storm,  whicn  end- 
ed in  the  Tower. 

After  these  heats  of  the  Commons,  which  in- 
creased into  new  measures  and  motions  among 
them,  as  they  were  swayed  by  popular  humours 
upon  the  plot,  and  many  new  plots  laid  by  the  am- 
bitions of  private  persons,  carried  on  under  covert 
of  the  other ;  I  never  saw  any  man  more  sensible 
of  the  miserable  condition  of  his  affitirs,  than  I 
found  his  Majesty  upon  many  discourses  with  him, 
which  my  foreign  employments  and  correspon- 
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d^ices  made  way  fdr.  But  nothing  he  said  to  me 
moved  me  more,  than  when,  upon  the  said  pro* 
sipect  of  them  all,  he  told  me,  he  had  none  left^ 
with  whom  he  could  so  much  as  speak  of  them  in 
confidence,  since  my  Lord  Treasurer's  being  gone. 
And  this  gave,  I  suppose,  his  Majesty  the  occasion 
of  entering  into  more  confidence  with  me,  than  I 
could  deserve  or  expect* 

On  the  other  side  I  found,  that  the  counsel  of 
my  Lord  Treasurer's  removal  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  and  Lord  Essex,  who 
was  then  in  the  greatest  confidence  with  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  and  by  him  and  Lord  Sunderland 
newly  brought  into  the  Treasury.     I  found  my 
Lord  Sunderland  at  least  in  compliance  with  this 
knot,  and  that  all  were  resolved  to  bring  my  Lord 
Shaftesbury  again  into  Court,  who  was  in  confi- 
dence with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Es- 
sex, and  had  a  near  relation  to  Lord  Sunderland. 
I  observed  the  great  affection  his  Majesty  had  to 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  saw  plainly  the  use 
his  Grace  intended  to  make  of  it,  in  case  he  could 
introduce  a  Ministry  at  his  own  devotion,  or  in  his 
interests :  and  this  being  a  matter  that  might  con- 
cern the  very  succession  of  the  Crown,  and  not 
only  an  injury  to  the  Duke,  but  through  him  to  his 
children,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  I  resolved 
first,  if  it  were  possible,  to  break  the  growth  of 
that  Ministry,  though  1  saw  no  men  whom  I  could 
design  to  fix  in  it,  with  any  satisfaction  or  advan- 
tage to  the  King  or  his  service.. 

On  the  other  side,  I  observed  the  Parliament  to 
grow  every  day  more  violent,  upon  the  support  they 
received  from  the  humours  raised  by  the  plot,  and 
the  incentives  given  them  by  the  ambitions  of  per- 
sons playing  that  game.  I  saw  the  probability  ctf 
matters  growing  to  such  a  pass,  that  his  Majesty 
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might  be  forced  to  part  with  them ;  and  yet  I  saw 
not  authority  enough  left  in  the  Crown,  either  to 
do  that  without  the  venture  of  great  mischiefs,  or 
to  live  without  another  Parliament  till  the  present 
humours  might  cooL  And  both  these  considera- 
tions, meeting  together,  cast  me  upon  the  thoughts 
of  the  King's  establishing  a  new  council,  of  such 
a  constitution,  as  might  either  gain  credit  enough 
with  the  present  Parliament,  by  taking  in  so  many 
persons  of  those  who  had  most  among  them,  and 
thereby  give  ease  and  quiet  both  to  the  King  and 
his  people ;  or  if,  on  the  other  side,  the  humours 
should  grow  outrageous  and  beyond  opposing,  the 
King  might  yet,  at  the  head  of  such  a  council,  with 
more  authority  and  less  hazard  of  ill  consequences^ 
either  prorogue  or  dissolvethem,  as  any  necessities  of 
his  own,  or  extravagancies  of  theirs  should  require. 

For  these  ends  it  seemed  necessary  to  take  into 
the  council  some  Lords  and  Commoners  who  were 
^f  most  appearing  credit  and  sway  in  both  Houses, 
without  being  thought  either  principled  or  inter- 
ested against  the  government;  and  mix  them  with 
others  of  his  Majesty's  more  general  choice,  for 
making  up  one  hsdf  of  the  council,  whilst  the  other 
half,  being  fifteen,  were  ever  to  be  the  present  chief 
officers  of  his  Crown  and  Household,  who  being  all 
of  his  Majesty's  known  trust,  as  well  as  choice, 
would  be  sure  to  keep  the  council  steady  to  the 
true  interest  of  his  Majesty  and  the  Crown. 

But  one  chief  regara,  necessary  to  this  constitu- 
tion, was  that  of  the  personal  nches  of  this  new 
council ;  which,  i^  revenues  of  land  or  offices,  was 
found  to  amount  to  about  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a  year ;  whereas  those  of  a  House  of  Com- 
mons are  seldom  found  to  have  exceeded  four  hun- 
dred  thousand  pounds.  And  authority  is  observed 
much  to  follow  land:  and  at  the  worst,  such  a 
council  might,  out  of  their  own  stocky  and  upon  a 
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pinch,  furnish  the  King  so  far  as  to  relieve  somQ 
great  necessity  of  the  Crown. 

This  whole  matter  was  consulted  and  deduced 
upon  paper,  only  between  the  King  and  me,  and 
lasted  in  the  debate  and  digestion  about  a  month : 
but  when  the  forms  and  persons  were  agreed,  and 
his  Majesty  seemed  much  satisfied  with  the  thing, 
and  resolved  to  go  on  with  it,  I  humbly  desired 
him  not  to  take  a  resolution  of  that  importance, 
without  first  communicating  it  to  three  or  four  per- 
sons of  those  his  Majesty  could  most  rely  upon  ia 
point  of  judgment,  secrecy,  and  affection  to  hi$ 
service.  The  King  resolved  I  should  go  and  com- 
municate  the  whole  scheme,  with  all  the  particu- 
lars of  it,  to  my  *  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Sunder- 
land, and  Lord  Essex ;  but  one  aflber  another;  and 
with  charge  from  him  of  the  last  secrecy ;  and 
should  bring  him  word  of  their  opinions  upon  it : 
and,  if  they  concurred  with  his,  should  appoint 
them  to  attend  his  Majesty  next  morning ;  the 
Chancellor  only  entering  into  his  lodgings  by  the 
common  way,  but  the  other  two  and  I  by  the  private 
one  below. 

When  I  acquainted  them  with  it,  they  all  received 
it  with  equal  amazement  and  pleasure.  My  Lord 
Chancellor  said,  it  looked  like  a  thing  from  heaven, 
fallen  into  his  Majesty's  breast :  Lord  Essex,  that 
it  would  leave  the  Parliament  and  nation  in  the 
same  dispositions  to  the  King  which  he  found  at 
his  coming  in :  and  Lord  Sunderland  approved  it 
as  much  as  any. 

Next  day  we  attended  his  Majesty,  and  had  a 
very  long  audience ;  upon  which  no  difficulty  arose 
but  two,  that  were  wholly  personal.  I  had  pro- 
posed Lord  Hallifax  as  one  of  the  Lords,  whom  the 
King  ha^  indeed  kicked  at,  in  our  first  consulta* 

*  Finch. 
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tions,  more  than  any  of  the  rest :  but  upon  several 
representations  of  his  family,  his  abilities,  his  estate 
and  credit,  as  well  as  talent  to  ridicule  and  unravel 
whatever  he  was  spited  at,  I  thought  his  Majesty 
had  been  contented  with  it :  but,  at  this  meeting, 
he  raised  new  difficulties  upon  it,  and  appeared  a 
great  while  invincible  in  them,  though  we  all  joined 
m  the  defence  of  it :  and  at  last,  I  told  the  King, 
we  would  fall  upon  our  knees  to  gain  a  point  that 
we  all  thought  necessary  for  his  service :  and  then 
his  Majesty  consented. 

The  other  was  concerning  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who 
had  never  been  mentioned  m  our  first  debates ;  and 
the  King  either  had  not  thought  of  him  before  upon 
this  affair,  or  had  not  mentioned  him  to  me,  asknow- 
ing,  upon  all  occasions  of  private  discourse  with 
his  Majesty,  what  opinion  I  had  of  that  Lord.  But 
after  my  tlord  Hallifax  had  passed,  the  King  said 
there  was  another,  who,  if  he  were  left  out,  might 
do  as  much  mischief  as  any,  and  named  Lord  Shaftes* 
bury ;  to  which  the  other  three  agreed :  and  con- 
cluded, further,  that  he  would  never  be  content  with 
a  counsellor's  place  among  thirty ;  and  therefore  it 
was  proposed  to  add  one  to  the  number,  by  making 
a  president,  which  should  be  he.  I  disputed  this 
point,  from  the  first  mention,  to  the  last  conclusion 
of  it,  foretelling  he  would  destroy  all  the  good  that 
we  expected  from  the  whole  constitution :  and  said 
all  that  I  could  with  so  much  earnestness,  that 
when,  by  his  Majesty's  agreeing  with  the  other 
three,  I  saw  it  would  be  concluded,  I  walked  away 
to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  not  knowing  well 
whether  I  should  have  gone  out  or  not,  if  the  door 
had  been  open;  but  turning  again,  I  desired  his 
Majesty  to  remember,  that  I  had  no  part  in  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  coming  into  his  council  or  his  afiairs ; 
that  his  Majesty  and  the  other  three  Lords  had  re- 
solved it  without  me ;  and  that  I  was  still  absolutely 
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against  it.  The  King  laughed,  and  turned  my  an- 
ger into  a  jest ;  and  so  went  on  with  the  rest  of  the 
constitution  intended,  till  the  whole  was  resolve4 
and  executed  publicly  in  Easter  1679*. 

The  night  beifore  the  thing  was  to  be  done,  his 
Majesty  thought  fit  to  tell  it  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth }  having  kept  it  secret  till  then,  further  than 
to  the  four  already  named*  But  as  soon  as  the 
Duke  of  Monmoutn  knew,  though  only  in  general, 
that  the  council  should  be  changed,  he  told  it  so 
many,  that  it  was  the  common  talk  next  morning; 
which  we  interpreted  either  lightness  or  vanity,  to 
have  it  thought,  that  he  had  part  in  an  affair  likely 
to  pass  so  well.  And  indeed,  when  the  thing  was 
done  in  the  forms  that  are  known,  it  was  received 
with  general  applause  in  the  country,  with  bonfires 
in  the  city,  and  the  same  in  Ireland :  in  Holland^ 
the  actions  of  the  East-India  Company  rose  upon 
it  immediately,  and  very  much ;  and  the  States  de« 
signed  one  of  their  best  and  most  considerable  men. 
Monsieur  Van  Lewen,  to  come  over  Minister  into 
England  upon  this  occasion.  France  alone  was 
unsatisfied  with  it,  and  Monsieur  Barillon  said  it 
was  making  des  Etats  [[States]  and  not  des  conseils 
[councils] ;  but  the  reasons  were  easy  to  see,  and 
so  not  much  considered* 

The  House  of  Commons  received  it  with  most  • 
coldness,  where  the  contrary  was  most  expected  : 
and  the  pretending knowers  among  them,  who  were 
not  of  the  council,  pretended  now  to  know  nothing 
of  it,  to  expect  new  revelations,  to  doubt  it  might 
be  a  new  Court-juggle,  and  to  refer  it  to  time  to 
tell  what  it  was  in  truth ;  in  the  mean  while  to  sus- 
pend their  judgments. 

This  was  the  first  effect  of  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
good  meaning  to  the  King  and  his  affairs,  into  which 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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he  was  entered,  but  not  with  the  persbnalor  tran« 
scendent  credit  he  aimed  at  with  his  Majesty,  and 
which  he  thought  those  \*ho  had  been  authors  of 
this  new  constitution  had  the  greatest  share  in. 
This  made  him  fall  in  more  absolutely  with  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  use  all  their  endeavours 
to  raise  such  discontents  and  heats  in  the  Houses, 
upon  the  apprehensions  of  popery,  and  propositions 
to  prevent  it,  that  the  King  found  himself  soon 
upon  as  uneasy  terms  with  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  he  had  been  with  the  last ;  the  humours 
being  engaged  by  mjr  Lord  Shaftesbury's  pretend- 
ing among  his  patriots,  that  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth had  so  much  credit  with  the  King,  that  his 
Majesty  desired  but  a  good  occasion  of  consenting 
to  all  the  Parliament  should  insist  on,  which  would 
be  given  him  by  their  heat  and  obstinacy,  in  so 
popular  a  point  as  that  against  popery :  and  if  that 
were  once  gained,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  he 
should  be  able  to  steer  all  the  rest,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  those  who  called  themselves  the  good  or 
the  honest  party. 

Such  a  mischief  could  never  have  grown,  if  Lord 
Shaftesbury  had  not  worked  him^elrup  into  credit, 
both  in  Parliament  and  city,  by  the  appearance  of 
having  it  with  the  King,  and  in  the  council  where 
he  was  president ;  and  by  the  infusions  given  of  his 
having  or  growing  yet  into  greater  by  a  more  se- 
cret spring,  which  was  the  interest  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  and  the  kindness  of  his  Majesty  in- 
creasingy  as  appeared  since  the  Duke's  absence.  I 
cannot  believe  but  all  this  would  have  been  avoid-* 
ed,  if,  upon  the  new  constitution.  Lord  Shaftesbury 
had  been  left  out,  as  a  person  marked  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  never  to  enter  more  into  his  affairs  or 
confidence ;  which  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
from  his  very  first  entrance  upon  public  stages,  if 
examined  never  go  strictly,  would  have  given  good 
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l^round  for.  But  this  fate,  as  I  could  not  prevent 
by  all  my  endeavours,  so  I  had  foretold  it  his  Ma- 
jesty the  year  before :  when,  upon  my  eomiiig  over, 
the  King  had  fallen  into  all  the  violent  expressions 
that  could  be  against  him ;  I  told  his  Majesty,  that, 
with  his  good  leave,  I  would  hold  any  wager,  I 
should  yet  see  that  Lord  again  in  his  business;  and 
when  the  King  asked  me  what  made  me  think  so, 
I  said,  because  1  knew  he  was  restless  while  he  wa» 
out,  and  would  try  every  door  to  get  in ;  had  wit 
and  industry  to  find  out  the  ways;  and,  when 
money  would  work,  had  as  much  as  any  body  to 
bestow,  and  skill  enough  to  know  where  to  place  it. 

This  turn  in  the  King's  affairs,  upon  this  new 
constitution,  gave  me  so  great  a  vexation,  and  so 
ill  a  prospect,  that,  having  delayed  the  time  pre- 
scribed for  every  man's  receiving  the  sacrament 
according  to  law,  after  his  entrance  into  public  em- 
ployment, till  it  was  very  near  expired;  I  once  re- 
solved, by  that  omission,  to  make  myself  absolutely 
incapable  of  bearing  any  for  the  future ;  and  was 
not  persuaded  to  lay  aside  that  thought  till  after 
long  debates  upon  it  with  my  wife  and  sister  here 
at  Sheen:  but  that  matter  passed  in  form,  and  I  con- 
tinued barely  of  the  council,  with  a  resolution  of 
not  entering  upon  the  Secretary's  office,  though 
often  and  earnestly  urged  to  it  by  Lord  Sunderland, 
with  others  of  my  friends. 

Upon  the  new  constitution  of  the  council,  my 
Lord  Sunderland  had,  by  Mr*  Sidney,  desired  that 
we  two  might  join  together  in  perfect  confidence, 
and  distinct  from  any  others  in  the  course  of  the 
King's  afi^rs,  whether  I  would  enter  into  the  othdi* 
Secretary's  office,  or  no ;  which  I  said  I  was  very 
willing  to  embrace,  though  I  knew  no  need  of  it, 
considering  how  much  the  general  afiairs  were  de- 
volved upon  the  council,  or  the  particular  commit- 
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tees,  and  how  much  I  thought  it  was  fit  that  they 
should  continue  SO9  without  running  into  any  private 
channels.  This  confidence  had  not  run  on  above 
a  fortnight,  when  my  Lord  Sunderland  asked  me, 
if  I  were  willing  my  Lord  Essex  should  be  received 
into  it ;  which  I  consented  to,  though  with  intima- 
tion to  Lord  Sunderland  of  the  opinion  I  had  (for 
some  time  of  late)  of  Lord  Essex,  whom  I  thought 
I  knew  better  than  he  did.  So  we  met,  for  a  while, 
once  a  day  by  turns,  at  each  of  our  hpuses,  and 
consulted  upon  the  chief  affairs  that  were  then  on 
the  anvil,  and  how  they  might  be  best  prepared  for 
the  Parliament  or  the  Council :  but  matters  grow- 
ing veryuntoward,  by  the  practices  of  Lord  Shaftes- 
buiy ,  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  cover  at  least, 
and  upon  the  ill  humour  of  the  House  of  Commons 
about  the  business  of  religion ;  and  my  Lord  Hal- 
lifax  appearing  unsatisfied,  by  observing  where  the 
King's  confidence  was ;  I  proposed  to  my  Lords 
Sunderland  and  Essex^  to  receive  him  into  all  our 
consultations ;  which  I  thought  would  both  enter 
him  into  credit  with  the  King,  and  give  us  more 
ease  in  the  course  of  his  affairs.  Lord  Essex  re- 
ceived this  overture  with  his  usual  dryness ;  Lord 
Sunderland  opposed  it  a  good  deal,  and  told  me,  I 
should  not  find  Lord  Hallifax  the  person  I  took 
him  for,  but  one  that  could  draw  with  nobody,  and 
still  climbing  up  to  the  top  himself.  However,  I 
continued  resolute  in  pressing  it;  and  so  at  length 
the  thing  was  concluded,  and  we  fell  all  four  toge- 
ther into  the  usual  meetings  and  consultations. 

The  chief  matters  that  lay  before  theKiiig  at  that 
time  were,  first,  the  satisfaction  of  his  people  by 
falling  into  some  measures  with  the  Parliament  that 
might  enable  him  to  look  abroad  in  such  a  figure 
astbecame  the  Crown  of  England,  and  w^isnecessary 
fcfr  pi?even1ang  the  common  fears  of  a  new  invasioa 
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of  France  upon  Flanders  or  Holland,  which  looked 
very  desperate  without  some  strong  and  resolute 
protection  from  England. 

The  second  was  a  resolution  to  be  taken  in  an- 
swer to  the  instances  made  by  Monsieur  Van  Lew- 
en  from  the  States,  about  a  new  guaranty  to  be 
given  upon  the  late  general  peace  by  his  Majesty, 
particularly  to  Spain  in  the  business  of  Flanders. 

The  third  was  the  giving  some  ease  to  Scotland, 
where  the  humours  began  to  swell  about  this  time; 
and  which  we  conceived  could  be  no  way  done 
so  easily,  as  by  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauder- 
dale ;  a  man  too  much  hated  both  here  and  there, 
to  be  fit  for  the  temper  his  Majesty  seemed  resolved 
to  use  in  his  affairs. 

For  this  last,  we  could  not  upon  any  terms  ob- 
tain it  of  the  King,  by  all  the  arguments  used  (both 
jointly  and  severally)  by  us  all  four ;  the  King*s 
defence  being  a  very  true  one^  that  we  none  of  us 
knew  Scotland  so  well  as  his  Majesty  himself. 

For  the  second,  we  easily  agreed  upon  the  mea- 
sures that  seemed  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  States,  and  the  safety  of  Flanders ;  being  all 
four  of  the  committee,  where  all  the  foreign  affairs 
were  consulted;  and  taking  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion 
of  this  treaty  with  Holland,  at  a  meeting  for  that 
purpose,  at  my  Lord  Hallifax*s  house ;  which  was 
the  only  time  I  ever  had  any  thing  to  do,  or  so 
much  as  talk,  with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  further 
than  the  council  chamber. 

For  the  first  thing,  which  was  the  most  impor- 
tant, we  found  it  more  perplexed  than  we  could 
imagine.  Both  Houses  of  Parliament  seemed  to 
have  no  eyes,  but  for  the  dangers  of  popery  upon 
the  Duke's  succession  to  the  Crown ;  which  hu- 
mour was  blown  up  by  all  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
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the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury. 
The  King  seemed  willing  to  secure  them  all  that 
could  be  against  those  fears,  without  changing  the 
laws  in  point  of  succession.  *  The  House  of  Com- 
mons  were  busy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  secure 
this  point,  but  could  agree  on  none ;  being  still 
diverted  from  fixing  on  any  by  Lord  Saftesbury's 
practices.  The  council  fell  upon  the  same  scent 
with  great  earnestness  and  endeavour ;  and,  after 
much  hammering,  agreed  upon  many  heads  to  be 
offered  theParliament,  which  are  commonly  enough 
known. 

These  expedients  were  agreed  to  by  all  the  coun- 
cil, except  my  Lord  Shaftesoury  and  me;  who  were 
against  them,  upon  very  different  grounds.  Mine 
were  two;  first,  because  I  believed,  that  nothing 
that  came  first  from  the  King  upon  these  points 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Commons ;  who,  if  they 
would  be  satisfied  at  all,  I  thought  should  first  agree 
upon  what,  and  leave  it  to  the  King  to  take  or  re- 
fuse. The  second  was,  that  as  I  did  not  see  any  cer- 
tain ease  these  expedients  would  give  the  King, 
though  agreed  to  by  the  Houses ;  so  it  was  evident 
to  all  men,  that  they  would  leave  the  Crown  after 
him  in  shackles,  which,  put  on  upon  the  Duke's 
occasion,  and  in  his  time,  would  not  be  easily  knock- 
ed off  by  any  successor.  My  Lord  Shaftesburir'g 
ground  was  plain,  and  so  expressed  by  him  upon 
all  occasions ;  which  wad,  that  there  could  be  no 
security  against  the  Duke,  if  once  in  possession  of 
the  Crown ;  and  this  being  well  infused  by  his  and 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  friends  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  occasioned  their  sullen  rejecting  all 
the  expedients  offered  them  by  the  King,  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  proceedings  of  the  late 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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House  of  Commons,  and  the  strange  disorders 
wherein  they  have  left  affairs  at  home,  and  thereby 
the  desperate  condition  of  affairs  abroad. 

During  all  these  transactions  the  three  Lords  and 
I  continued  our  constant  meetings  and  consulta- 
tions ;  and  with  so  much  union,  and  so  disinterest- 
ed endeavours  for  the  general  good  of  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  kingdom's,  that  I  could  not  but  say 
to  them,  at  the  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that 
we  four  were  either  the  four  honestest  men  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  greatest  knaves ;  for  we  made  one 
another  at  least  believe,  that  we  were  the  honestest 
men  in  the  world. 

But  this  conjunction  held  not  long :  for,  after 
the  Houses  rejecting  the  expedients  offered  by  the 
King  and  Council,  my  Lord  Shaftesbury  finding 
himself  neither  in  confidence  with  the  King,  nor 
credit  in  the  Council,  turned  all  his  practices  and 
hopes  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  inflamed  them 
to  that  degree,  as  made  the  three  Lords  of  my  com- 
merce begin  to  grow  uneasy,  and  to  cast  about 
which  way  they  might  lay  this  storm.  At  length 
my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  Lord  Essex  and 
Lord  Hallifax  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  in  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord 
Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion  of  affairs,  con- 
sidering  the  influence  they  had  upon  the  House  ; 
and  for  this  end  to  agree  with  them  in  the  banish- 
ment of  the  Duke,  either  for  a  certain  term,  or 
during  the  King's  life ;  and  desired  toknow  whether 
I  would  fall  into  it  with  them,  and  join  in  bringing 
it  about  with  the  King.  I  told  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land positively  I  would  not:  for,  first,  I  would 
never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury ;  and  next,  I  would 
never  enter  into  matters  of  difference  between  the 
King  and  his  brother ;  having  upon  several  occa.ii 
lions  told  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  I 
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the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury. 
The  King  seemed  willing  to  secure  them  all  that 
Gould  be  against  those  fears,  without  changing  the 
laws  in  point  of  succession.  *  The  House  of  Com- 
mons were  busy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  secure 
this  point,  but  could  agree  on  none ;  being  still 
diverted  from  fixing  on  any  by  Lord  Saftesbury's 
practices.  The  council  fell  upon  the  same  scent 
with  great  earnestness  and  endeavour ;  and,  after 
much  hammering,  agreed  upon  many  heads  to  be 
offered theParliament,  which  are  commonly  enough 
known. 

These  expedients  were  agreed  to  by  all  the  coun- 
cil, except  my  Lord  Shafle^ury  and  me;  who  were 
against  them,  upon  very  different  grounds.  Mine 
were  two ;  first,  because  I  believed,  that  nothing 
that  came  first  from  the  King  upon  these  points 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Commons ;  who,  if  they 
would  be  satisfied  at  all,  I  thought  should  first  agree 
upon  what,  and  leave  it  to  the  King  to  take  or  re- 
fuse. The  second  was,  that  as  I  did  not  see  any  cer- 
tain ease  these  expedients  would  give  the  King, 
though  agreed  to  by  the  Houses ;  so  it  was  evident 
to  all  men,  that  they  would  leave  the  Crown  after 
him  in  shackles,  which,  put  on  upon  the  Duke's 
occasion,  and  in  his  time,  would  notbe  easily  knock- 
ed off  by  any  successor.  My  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
ground  was  plain,  and  so  expressed  by  him  upon 
all  occasions ;  which  was,  that  there  could  be  no 
security  against  the  Duke,  if  once  in  possession  of 
the  Crown ;  and  this  being  well  infused  by  his  and 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  friends  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  occasioned  their  sullen  rejecting  all 
the  expedients  offered  them  by  the  King,  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  proceedings  of  the  late 

*  See  the  Appendix. 


to  the  Author^ s  Retirement.  517 

House  of  Commons,  and  the  strange  disorders 
wherein  they  have  left  affairs  at  home,  and  thereby 
the  desperate  condition  of  affairs  abroad. 

During  all  these  transactions  the  three  Lords  and 
I  continued  our  constant  meetings  and  consulta- 
tions ;  and  with  so  much  union,  and  so  disinterest- 
ed endeavours  for  the  general  good  of  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  kingdom's,  that  I  could  not  but  say 
to  them,  at  the  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that 
we  four  were  either  the  four  honestest  men  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  greatest  knaves ;  for  we  made  one 
another  at  least  believe,  that  we  were  the  honestest 
men  in  the  world- 

But  this  conjunction  held  not  long :  for,  after 
the  Houses  rejecting  the  expedients  offered  by  the 
King  and  Council,  my  Lord  Shaftesbury  finding 
himself  neither  in  confidence  with  the  King,  nor 
credit  in  the  Council,  turned  all  his  practices  and 
hopes  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  inflamed  them 
to  that  degree,  as  made  the  three  Lords  of  my  com- 
merce  begin  to  grow  uneasy,  and  to  cast  about 
which  way  they  might  lay  this  storm.  At  length 
my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  Lord  Essex  and 
Lord  Hallifax  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  in  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord 
Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion  of  affairs,  con- 
sidering the  influence  they  had  upon  the  House  j 
and  for  this  end  to  agree  with  them  in  the  banish- 
ment  of  the  Duke,  either  for  a  certain  term,  or 
during  the  King's  life ;  and  desired  toknow  whether 
I  would  fall  into  it  with  them,  and  join  in  bringing 
it  about  with  the  King.  I  told  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land positively  I  would  not:  for,  first,  I  would 
never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury ;  and  next,  I  would 
never  enter  into  matters  of  difference  between  the 
King  and  his  brother ;  having  upon  several  occa- 
sions told  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  I 
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could  towards  the  union  of  the  whole  royal  fiimily; 
but  never  would  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  divi- 
sions of  it ;  and  no  man  should  ever  reproach  me 
with  breaking  my  word,  and  much  less  the  King 
or  the  Duke. 

This  was  peremptory,  and  so  it  ended;  and 
thereupon  the  three  Lords  fell  into  meetings  and 
consultations  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  which  I  knew  nothing  of,  and 
began  to  come  less  to  council,  and  to  meet  no  more 
with  my  usual  company,  but  upon  occasion,  and 
without  the  first  confidence ;  but  we  still  continued 
our  kindness  wherever  we  met,  without  my  enqui- 
ring, or  they  communicating,  what  passed  in  their 
new  consultations. 

But  this  lasted  not  long  neither ;  for,  within  a 
fortnight  or  little  more,  they  began  to  find  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury  unrea- 
sonable, and  like  to  prevail  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  to  endeavour  bringing  the  King  into  ne- 
cessities of  yielding  all  points  to  them,  and  thereby 
leaving  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury absolutely  at  the  head  of  all  affairs ;  so  that 
the  three  Lords  began  to  make  their  complaints  of 
it,  and  to  fall  upon  the  thoughts  of  proroguing  the 
Parliament,  as  the  only  remedy  left  in  the  present 
distemper.  I  agreed  with  them  in  this  overture, 
and  the  rather,  because  I  foresaw  it  would  abM^ 
lutely  break  the  three  Lords  from  all  commerce 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury :  and  so  we  agreed  to  propose  it  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  that  it  should  be  aebated  and  resolved 
at  council ;  where  the  chief  officers  depending  upon 
the  King  being  one  half  of  the  council,  and  join- 
ing with  others  of  us  that  were  of  his  more  indiS- 
ferent  choice,  we  concluded  the  resolution  could 
not  fail  to  be  taken  by  the  niajority  of  the  coUncU; 
if  the  reasons  and  necessity  of  it  should  not  prei- 
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vail  with  some  of  those  who  seemed  most  in  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury's  confidence,  to  leave  him  upon 
this  occasion.  And  in  this  resolution  we  parted, 
and  appointed  to  meet  again  two  days  after  for  the 
fixing  it  with  his  Majesty,  upon  my  engaging  to  go 
for  so  long  down  into  the  country,  where  I  staid 
my  two  days,  and  came  up  the  third  morning  early. 

Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  my  Lord  Sunderland 
had  called  or  sent  several  times  to  my  house  the 
night  before,  and  left  word  that  he  must  needs 
speak  with  ftie  as  soon  as  I  came  to  town.  I  sent 
immediately  to  Whitehall,  but  found  his  Lordship 
was  gone  already  with  the  King  to  the  House  of 
Lords ;  whereupon  I  went  to  Lord  Essex,  who  was 
nearest  me,  and  asked  whether  any  thing  new  had 
happened^  He  told  me  that  the  King  had  found 
out  ther^were  remonstrances  ready  prepared  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  inflame  the  city  and 
nation  upon  the  points  of  plot  and  popery ;  and 
that  their  three  Lordships  having  upon  it  consulted 
with  his  Majesty,  he  had  resolved  the  Parliament 
should  be  prorogued  that  morning,  upon  the  King's 
coming  to  the  House,  and  that  it  could  not  be  al« 
lowed  time  or  vent  by  a  debate  of  council ;  which, 
for  my  part,  I  thought  an  ill  omission,  and  that  it 
ought  to  have  the  authority  of  the  King  with  adi- 
vice  of  his  council,  according  to  the  usual  forms : 
but  it  passed  otherwise,  and  with  very  great  re- 
sentment (^  both  Houses ;  and  such  rage  of  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  he  said  upon  it  aloud  in  the 
House,  that  he  would  have  the  heads  of  those  who 
were  the  advisers  of  this  prorogation. 

During  this  session  of  Parliament,  I  had  several 
notices  given  me  of  a  practice  set  on  foot  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  impeaching  me  as  one  that, 
had  been  an  instrument  of  making  the  general 
peace ;  and  this  was  urged  by  stories,  of  being  a 
man  of  arbitrary  principles,  and  one  th^t  had  writ* 
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tions,  more  than  any  of  the  rest :  but  upon  several 
representations  of  his  family,  his  abilities,  bis  estate 
and  credit,  as  well  as  talent  to  ridicule  and  unravel 
whatever  he  was  spited  at,  I  thought  his  Majesty 
had  been  contented  with  it :  but,  at  this  meeting, 
be  raised  new  difficulties  upon  it,  and  appeared  a 
great  while  invincible  in  them,  though  we  all  joined 
m  the  defence  of  it :  and  at  last,  I  told  the  King, 
we  would  fall  upon  our  knees  to  gain  a  point  that 
we  all  thought  necessary  for  his  service :  and  then 
his  Majesty  consented. 

The  other  wais  concerning  Lord  Shaftesbury,  ^o 
bad  never  been  mentioned  in  our  first  debates ;  and 
the  King  either  had  not  thought  of  him  before  upon 
this  affair,  or  had  not  mentioned  him  to  me,  asknow- 
ing,  upon  all  occasions  of  private  discourse  with 
his  Majesty,  what  opinion  I  had  of  that  Lord,  But 
after  my  £ord  Hallifax  had  passed,  the  King  said 
there  was  another,  who,  if  he  were  left  out,  might 
do  as  much  mischief  as  any,  and  named  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury ;  to  which  the  other  three  agreed :  and  con- 
cluded, further,  that  he  would  never  be  content  with 
a  counsellor's  place  among  thirty ;  and  therefore  it 
was  proposed  to  add  one  to  the  number,  by  making 
a  president,  which  should  be  he*  I  disputed  this 
point,  from  the  first  mention,  to  the  last  conclusion 
of  it,  foretelling  he  would  destroy  all  the  good  that 
we  expected  from  the  whole  constitution :  and  said 
all  that  I  could  with  so  much  earnestness,  that 
when,  by  his  Majesty's  agreeing  with  the  other 
three,  I  saw  it  would  be  concluded,  I  walked  away 
to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  not  knowing  weu 
whether  I  should  have  gone  out  or  not,  if  the  door 
had  been  open;  but  turning  again,  I  desired  his 
Majesty  to  remember,  that  I  had  no  part  in  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  coming  into  his  council  or  his  affairs ; 
that  his  Majesty  and  the  other  three  Lords  had  re- 
solved  it  without  me }  and  that  I  was  still  absolutely 
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against  it.  The  King  laughed,  and  turned  my  an- 
ger into  a  jest ;  and  so  went  on  with  the  rest  of  the 
constitution  intended,  till  the  whole  was  resolveci 
and  executed  publicly  in  Easter  1679*. 

The  night  beifore  the  thing  was  to  be  done^  his 
Majesty  thought  fit  to  tell  it  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth ;  having  kept  it  secret  till  then,  further  than 
to  the  four  already  named.  But  as  soon  as  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  knew,  though  only  in  general, 
that  the  council  should  be  changed,  he  told  it  so 
many,  that  it  was  the  common  talk  next  morning; 
which  we  interpreted  either  lightness  or  vanity,  to 
have  it  thought,  that  he  had  part  in  an  afiair  likely 
to  pass  so  well.  And  indeed,  when  the  thing  was 
done  in  the  forms  that  are  known,  it  was  received 
with  general  applause  in  the  country,  with  bonfires 
in  the  city,  and  the  same  in  Ireland :  in  Holland^ 
the  actions  of  the  East-India  Company  rose  upon 
it  immediately,  and  very  much ;  and  the  States  de- 
signed one  of  their  best  and  most  considerable  men. 
Monsieur  Van  Lewen,  to  come  over  Minister  into 
England  upon  this  occasion.  France  alone  was 
unsatisfied  with  it,  and  Monsieur  Barillon  said  it 
was  making  des  Etats  [^States]  and  not  des  conseils 
l^councDs] ;  but  the  reasons  were  easy  to  see,  and 
so  not  much  considered. 

The  House  of  Commons  received  it  with  most  • 
coldness,  where  the  contrary  was  most  expected : 
and  the  pretending knowers  among  them,  who  were 
not  of  the  council,  pretended  now  to  know  nothing 
of  it,  to  expect  new  revelations,  to  doubt  it  might 
be  a  new  Court-juggle,  and  to  refer  it  to  time  to 
tell  what  it  was  in  truth ;  in  the  mean  while  to  sus- 
pend their  judgments. 

'Diis  was  the  first  efiect  of  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
good  meaning  to  the  King  and  his  affairs,  into  which 

*  See  the  Appendix 
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he  was  entered,  but  not  with  the  personal  or  tran« 
scendent  credit  he  aimed  at  with  his  Majesty,  and 
which  he  thought  those  v^ho  had  been  authors  of 
this  new  constitution  had  the  greatest  share  in. 
This  made  him  fall  in  more  absolutely  with  the 
Duke  of  Moftraouth,  and  use  all  their  endeavours 
to  raise  such  discontents  and  heats  in  the  Houses, 
upon  the  apprehensions  of  popery,  and  propositions 
to  prevent  it,  that  the  King  found  himself  soon 
upon  as  uneasy  terms  with  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  he  had  been  with  the  last ;  the  humours 
being  engaged  by  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's  pretend- 
ing among  his  patriots,  that  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth had  so  much  credit  with  the  King,  that  his 
Majesty  desired  but  a  good  occasion  of  consenting 
to  all  the  Parliament  should  insist  on,  which  would 
be  given  him  by  their  heat  and  obstinacy,  in  so 
popular  a  point  as  that  against  popery :  and  if  that 
were  once  gained,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  he 
should  be  able  to  steer  all  the  rest,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  those  who  called  themselves  the  good  or 
the  honest  party. 

Such  a  mischief  could  never  have  grown,  if  Lord 
Shaftesbury  had  not  worked  him^elfup  into  credit, 
both  in  Parliament  and  city,  by  the  appearance  of 
having  it  with  the  King,  and  in  the  council  where 
he  was  president ;  and  by  the  infusions  given  of  his 
having  or  growing  yet  into  greater  by  a  more  se- 
cret spring,  which  was  the  interest  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  and  the  kindness  of  his  Majesty  in- 
creasing, as  appeared  since  the  Duke's  absence.  I 
cannot  believe  but  all  this  would  have  been  avoid- 
ed, if,  upon  the  new  constitution.  Lord  Shaftesbury 
had  been  left  out,  as  a  person  marked  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  never  to  enter  more  into  his  affairs  or 
confidence ;  wliich  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
from  his  very  first  entrance  upon  public  stages,  if 
examined  never  ^o  strictly,  would  nave  given  good 
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l^round  for.  But  this  fate,  as  I  could  not  prevent 
by  all  my  endeavours,  so  I  had  foretold  it  his  Ma- 
jesty the  year  before :  when,  upon  my  eomitig  over, 
the  King  had  fallen  into  all  the  violent  expressions 
that  could  be  against  him ;  I  told  his  Majesty,  that, 
with  his  good  leave,  I  would  hold  any  wager,  I 
should  yet  see  that  Lord  again  in  his  business;  and 
when  the  King  asked  me  what  made  me  think  so, 
I  said,  because  1  knew  he  was  restless  while  he  wa» 
out,  and  would  try  every  door  to  get  in ;  had  wit 
and  industry  to  find  out  the  ways;  and,  when 
money  would  work,  had  as  much  as  any  body  to 
bestow,  and  skill  enough  to  know  where  to  place  it. 

This  turn  in  the  King's  affairs,  upon  this  new 
constitution,  gave  me  so  great  a  vexation,  and  so 
ill  a  prospect,  that,  having  delayed  the  time  pre- 
scribed for  every  man's  receiving  the  sacrament 
according  to  law,  after  his  entrance  into  public  em- 
ployment, till  it  was  very  near  expired;  I  once  re- 
solved, by  that  omission,  to  make  myself  absolutely 
incapable  of  bearing  any  for  the  futurie ;  and  was 
not  persuaded  to  lay  aside  that  thought  till  after 
long  debates  upon  it  with  my  wife  and  sister  here 
at  Sheen:  but  that  matter  passed  in  form,  and  I  con- 
tinued barely  of  the  council,  with  a  resolution  of 
not  entering  upon  the  Secretary's  office,  though 
often  and  earnestly  urged  to  it  by  Lord  Sunderland, 
with  others  of  my  friends. 

Upon  the  new  constitution  of  the  council,  my 
Lord  Sunderland  had,  by  Mn  Sidney,  desired  that 
we  two  might  join  together  in  perfect  confidence, 
and  distinct  from  any  others  in  the  course  of  the 
King's  af&irs,  whether  I  would  enter  into  the  other* 
Secretary's  office,  or  no;  which  I  said  I  was  very 
willing  to  embrace,  though  I  knew  no  need  of  it, 
considering  how  much  the  general  affiiirs  were  de- 
volved upon  the  council,  or  the  particular  commit* 
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tees,  and  how  much  I  thought  it  was  fit  that  they 
should  continue  so,  without  running  intoany  private 
channels.  This  confidence  had  not  run  on  above 
a  fortnifi^ht,  when  my  Lord  Sunderland  asked  me, 
if  I  werl  willing  my  Lrd  Essex  should  be  received 
into  it ;  which  I  consented  to,  though  with  intima- 
tion to  Lord  Sunderland  of  the  opinion  I  had  (for 
some  time  of  late)  of  Lord  Essex,  whom  I  thought 
I  knew  better  than  he  did.  So  we  met,  for  a  while, 
once  a  day  by  turns,  at  each  of  our  hpuses,  and 
consulted  upon  the  chief  afiairs  that  were  then  on 
the  anvil,  and  how  they  might  be  best  prepared  for 
the  Parliament  or  the  Council :  but  matters  grow- 
ing very  untoward,  by  the  practices  of  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  cover  at  least, 
and  upon  the  ill  humour  of  the  House  of  Commons 
about  the  business  of  religion ;  and  my  Lord  Hal- 
lifax  appearing  unsatisfied,  by  observing  where  the 
King's  confidence  was ;  I  proposed  to  my  Lords 
Sunderland  and  EsseXj  to  receive  him  into  all  our 
consultations ;  which  I  thought  would  both  enter 
him  into  credit  with  the  King,  and  give  us  more 
ease  in  the  course  of  his  afiairs.  Lord  Essex  re- 
ceived this  overture  with  his  usual  dryness ;  Lord 
Sunderland  opposed  it  a  good  deal,  and  told  me,  I 
should  not  find  Lord  Hallifax  the  person  I  took 
him  for,  but  one  that  could  draw  with  nobody,  and 
still  climbing  up  to  the  top  himself.  However,  I 
continued  resolute  in  pressing  it;  and  so  at  length 
the  thing  was  concluded,  and  we  fell  all  four  toge- 
ther into  the  usual  meetings  and  consultations. 

The  chief  matters  that  lay  before  the  King  at  that 
time  werje,  first,  the  satisfaction  of  his  pec^le  by 
&lling  into  some  measures  with  the  Parliament  that 
might  enable  him  to  look  abroad  in  such  a  figure 
a^became  the  Crown  of  England,  and  w^necessary 
for  pf?even1ing  the  common  &ani  of  a  new  invasioB 
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of  France  upon  Flanders  or  Holland,  which  looked 
very  desperate  without  some  strong  and  resolute 
protection  from  England. 

The  second  was  a  resolution  to  be  taken  in  an- 
swer  to  the  instances  made  by  Monsieur  Van  Lew-, 
en  from  the  States,  about  a  new  guaranty  to  be 
given  upon  the  late  general  peace  by  his  Majesty, 
particularly  to  Spain  in  the  business  of  Flanders. 

The  third  was  the  giving  some  ease  to  Scotland, 
where  the  humours  began  to  swell  about  this  time  j 
and  which  we  conceived  could  be  no  way  done 
so  easily,  as  by  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauder- 
dale ;  a  man  too  much  hated  both  here  and  there, 
to  be  fit  for  the  temper  his  Majesty  seemed  resolved 
to  use  in  his  affairs. 

For  this  last,  we  could  not  upon  any  terms  ob- 
tain it  of  the  King,  by  all  the  arguments  used  (both 
jointly  and  severally)  by  us  all  four ;  the  King's 
defence  being  a  very  true  one,  that  we  none  of  us 
knew  Scotland  so  well  as  his  Majesty  himself. 

For  the  second,  we  easily  agreed  upon  the  mea- 
sures that  seemed  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  States,  and  the  safety  of  Flanders ;  being  all 
four  of  the  committee,  where  all  the  foreign  attairs 
were  consulted;  and  taking  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion 
of  this  treaty  with  Holland,  at  a  meeting  for  that 
purpose,  at  my  Lord  Hallifax's  house ;  which  was 
the  only  time  I  ever  had  any  thing  to  do,  or  so 
much  as  talk,  with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  further 
than  the  councir chamber. 

For  the  first  thing,  which  was  the  most  impor- 
tant, we  found  it  more  perplexed  than  we  could 
imagine.  Both  Houses  of  Parliament  seemed  to 
have  no  eyes,  but  for  the  dangers  of  popery  upon 
the  Duke's  succession  to  the  Crown ;  which  hu- 
mour was  blown  up  by  all  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
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the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury. 
The  King  seemed  willing  to  secure  them  all  that 
Gould  be  against  those  fears,  without  changing  the 
laws  in  point  of  succession.  *  The  House  of  Com- 
mons were  busy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  secure 
this  point,  but  could  agree  on  none ;  being  still 
diverted  from  fixing  on  any  by  Lord  Saftesbury's 
practices.  The  council  fell  upon  the  same  scent 
with  great  earnestness  and  endeavour ;  and,  after 
much  hammering,  agreed  upon  many  heads  to  be 
ofieredtheParliament,  which  are  commonly  enough 
known. 

These  expedients  were  agreed  to  by  all  the  coun- 
cil, except  my  Lord  Shafte^ury  and  me ;  who  were 
against  them,  upon  very  difierent  grounds.  Mine 
were  two ;  first,  because  I  believed,  that  nothing 
that  came  first  from  the  King  upon  these  points 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Commons ;  who,  if  they 
would  be  satisfied  at  all,  I  thought  should  first  agree 
upon  what,  and  leave  it  to  the  King  to  take  or  re- 
fuse. The  second  was,  that  as  I  did  not  see  any  cer- 
tain ease  these  expedients  would  give  the  King, 
though  agreed  to  by  the  Houses ;  so  it  was  evident 
to  all  men,  that  they  would  leave  the  Crown  after 
him  in  shackles,  which,  put  on  upon  the  Duke's 
occasion,  and  in  his  time,  would  not  be  easily  knock- 
ed off  by  any  successor.  My  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
ground  was  plain,  and  so  expressed  by  him  upon 
all  occasions ;  which  wad,  that  there  could  be  no 
security  against  the  Duke,  if  once  in  possession  of 
the  Crown ;  and  this  being  well  infused  by  his  and 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  friends  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  occasioned  their  sullen  rejecting  all 
the  expedients  ofiered  them  by  the  King,  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  proceedings  of  the  late 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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House  of  Commons,  and  the  strange  disorders 
wherein  they  have  left  affairs  at  home,  and  thereby 
the  desperate  condition  of  affairs  abroad. 

During  all  these  transactions  the  three  Lords  and 
I  continued  our  constant  meetings  and  consulta- 
tions ;  and  with  so  much  union,  and  so  disinterest- 
ed endeavours  for  the  general  good  of  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  kingdom's,  that  I  could  not  but  say 
to  them,  at  the  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that 
we  four  were  either  the  four  honestest  men  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  greatest  knaves ;  for  we  made  one 
another  at  least  believe,  that  we  were  the  honestest 
men  in  the  world. 

But  this  conjunction  held  not  long :  for,  after 
the  Houses  rejecting  the  expedients  offered  by  the 
King  and  Coincil,  my  Wd  Shaftesbury  fi/ding 
himself  neither  in  confidence  with  the  King,  nor 
credit  in  the  Council,  turned  all  his  practices  and 
hopes  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  inflamed  them 
to  that  degree,  as  made  the  three  Lords  of  my  com- 
merce  begin  to  grow  uneasy,  and  to  cast  about 
which  way  they  might  lay  this  storm.  At  length 
my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  Lord  Essex  and 
Lord  Hallifax  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary  to  take  in  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord 
Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion  of  affairs,  con- 
sidering the  influence  they  had  upon  the  House  ; 
and  for  this  end  to  agree  with  them  in  the  banish- 
ment of  the  Duke,  either  for  a  certain  term,  or 
during  the  King's  life ;  and  desired  toknow  whether 
I  would  fall  into  it  with  them,  and  join  in  bringing 
it  about  with  the  King.  I  told  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land positively  I  would  not:  for,  first,  I  would 
never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury ;  and  next,  I  would 
never  enter  into  matters  of  difference  between  the 
King  and  his  brother ;  having  upon  several  occa- 
sions told  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  I 
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could  towards  the  union  of  the  whole  royal  family; 
but  never  would  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  divi- 
sions of  it ;  and  no  man  should  ever  reproach  me 
with  breaking  my  word,  and  much  less  the  King 
or  the  Duke, 

This  was  peremptory,  and  so  it  ended;  and 
thereupon  the  three  Lords  fell  into  meetings  and 
consultations  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  which  I  knew  nothing  of,  and 
began  to  come  less  to  council,  and  to  meet  no  more 
with  my  usual  company,  but  upon  occasion,  and 
without  the  first  confidence ;  but  we  still  continued 
our  kindness  wherever  we  met,  without  my  enqui- 
ring, or  they  communicating,  what  passed  in  their 
new  consultations. 

But  this  lasted  not  long  neither ;  for,  within  a 
fortnight  or  little  more,  they  began  to  find  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury  unrea- 
sonable, and  like  to  prevail  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  to  endeavour  bringing  the  King  into  ne- 
cessities of  yielding  all  points  to  them,  and  thereby 
leaving  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury absolutely  at  the  head  of  all  affairs ;  so  that 
the  three  Lords  began  to  make  their  complaints  of 
it,  and  to  fall  upon  the  thoughts  of  proroguing  the 
Parliament,  as  the  only  remedy  left  in  the  present 
distemper.  I  agreed  with  them  in  this  overture, 
and  the  rather,  because  I  foresaw  it  would  abso- 
lutely break  the  three  Lords  from  all  commerce 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury :  and  so  we  agreed  to  propose  it  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  that  it  should  be  debated  and  resolved 
at  council ;  where  the  chief  ofiicers  depending  upon 
the  King  being  one  half  of  the  council,  and  join- 
ing with  others  of  us  that  were  of  his  more  indif- 
ferent choice,  we  concluded  the  resolution  could 
not  fail  to  be  taken  by  the  niajority  of  the  council; 
if  the  reasons  and  necessity  of  it  should  not  pre*- 
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vail  with  some  of  those  who  seemed  most  in  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury's  confidence,  to  leave  him  upon 
this  occasion.  And  in  this  resolution  we  parted, 
and  appointed  to  meet  again  two  days  after  for  the 
fixing  it  with  his  Majesty,  upon  my  engaging  to  go 
for  so  long  down  into  the  country,  where  I  staid 
my  two  days,  and  came  up  the  third  morning  early. 

Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  my  Lord  Sunderland 
had  called  or  sent  several  times  to  my  house  the 
night  before,  and  left  word  that  he  must  needs 
speak  with  ine  as  soon  as  I  came  to  town.  I  sent 
immediately  to  Whitehall,  but  found  his  Lordship 
was  gone  already  with  the  King  to  the  House  of 
Lords ;  whereupon  I  went  to  Lord  Essex,  who  was 
nearest  me,  and  asked  whether  any  thing  new  had 
happened^  He  told  me  that  the  King  had  found 
out  ther/^were  remonstrances  ready  prepared  in 
the  Hopse  of  Commons,  to  inflame  the  city  and 
nation  upon  the  points  of  plot  and  popery ;  and 
that  their  three  Lordships  having  upon  it  consulted 
with  his  Majesty,  he  had  resolved  the  Parliament 
should  be  prorogued  that  morning,  upon  the  King's 
coming  to  the  House,  and  that  it  could  not  be  al- 
lowed time  or  vent  by  a  debate  of  council ;  which, 
for  my  part,  I  thought  an  ill  omission,  and  that  it 
ought  to  have  the  authority  of  the  King  with  ad- 
vice of  his  council,  according  to  the  usual  forms : 
but  it  passed  otherwise,  and  with  very  great  re- 
sentment of  both  Houses ;  and  such  rage  of  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  he  said  upon  it  aloud  in  the 
House,  that  he  would  have  the  heads  of  those  who 
were  the  advisers  of  this  prorogation. 

During  this  session  of  Parliament,  I  had  several 
notices  given  me  of  a  practice  set  on  foot  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  impeaching  me  as  one  that , 
had  been  an  instrument  of  making  the  general 
peace;  and  this  was  urged  by  stories,  of  being  a 
man  of  arbitrary  principles,  and  one  th^t  had  writ- 
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ten  several  things,  though  without  name,  against 
the  constitution  of  Parliaments,  and  in  favour  of 
popery :  and  this  went  so  far,  that  *  Mr.  Moun- 
tague  went  a  great  way  from  man  to  man  in  the 
House,  to  know  whether,  if  such  an  accusation 
were  brought  in,  they  would  be  against  me.  Se- 
veral went  into  it  upon  hatred  to  the  late  Trea- 
surer, whose  friend  they  took  me  to  be,  and  upon 
envy  at  my  being  designed  for  Secretary  of  State ; 
but  yet  in  no  such  numbers  that  Mr.  Mountague 
could  hope  to  make  any  thing  of  it :  and  when 
some  of  my  friends  acquainted  me  with  it,  I  only 
desired  them  to  obtain  leave  of  the  House,  that  I 
might  hear  my  accusation  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
and  assured  them  that  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
that  occasion  of  telling  there  both  Mr.  Mounta- 
gue's  story  and  my  own.  This  fell  j  but  upon  the 
knowledge  of  these  practices,  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land and  Mr.  t  Sydney,  who  thought  that  a  man, 
who  had  such  a  part  in  the  King's  affairs,  ought  to 
stand  as  well  as  he  could  with  the  House  of  Com- 
mons,  pressed  me  to  suffer  several  small  things  I 
had  formerly  written,  and  of  which  copies  had  run, 
to  be  then  printed,  as  they  were,  under  the  title 
of  Miscellanea.  They  thought,  by  that  publication, 
men  would  see  I  was  not  a  man  of  the  dangerous 
principles  pretended;  and  I  might  assure  the  world 
of  being  author  of  no  books  that  had  not  my  name. 
The  thing  seemed  to  pass  well  enough ;  only  Lord 
Hallifax,  commending  them  to  me  in  general,  told 
me  as  a  friend,  that  I  should  take  heed  of  carrying 
too  far  that  principle  of  paternal  dominion  (whicn 
was  deduced  in  the  essay  Qf  Govemmeni)^  for  fear 
of  destroying  the  rishts  of  the  people.  So  tender 
was  every  body  of  those  points  at  that  time. 

*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Mountague. 
f  Afterwards  Earl  of  Runmey. 
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The  three  Lords  and  1  went  on  unanimous  in . 
our  consultations ;  considering  how  to  make  way 
for  a  calmer  and  better-tempered  session  of  Par- 
liament, after  the  short  prorogation  which  had  been 
made.  To  which  purpose  we  again  endeavoured 
the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  or  at  least 
the  admission  of  other  Nobles  of  Scotland  into  those 
affairs.  We  concluded  the  measures  with  Holland 
in  all  points,  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  Ambassa- 
dor ;  and  thought  of  such  acts  of  council,  as  might 
express  his  Majesty's  care  for  suppressing  popery 
even  in  the  intervals  of  Parliament.  We  only  dis- 
agreed in  one  point,  which  was  the  leaving  some 
priests  to  the  law  upon  the  accusation  of  being 
priests  only,  as  the  House  of  Commons  had  de- 
sired; which  I  thought  wholly  unjust,  without 
giving  them  public  warning  by  proclamation  to 
be  gone,  or  expect  the  penalties  of  law  within 
such  a  time;  since  the  connivances  had  lasted 
now  through  three  Kings  reigns :  upon  this  point 
Lord  Hallifax  and  I  had  so  sharp  a  debate  at  Lord 
Sunderland's  lodgings,  that  he  told  me,  if  I  would 
not  concur  in  points  which  were  so  necessary  for 
the  people's  satisfaction,  he  would  tell  every  body 
I  was  a  papist :  and  upon  his  affirming  that  the 
plot  must  be  handled  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it 
were  so  or  no,  in  those  points  that  were  so  gene- 
rally believed  by  city  or  country  as  well  as  both 
Houses ;  I  replied,  with  some  heat,  that  the  plot 
was  a  matter  long  on  foot  before  I  came  over  into 
England;  that  to  understand  it,  one  must  have 
been  here  to  observe  all  the  motions  of  it ;  which 
not  having  done,  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it :  in  other  things  I  was  content  to  join  with  them, 
where  they  thought  I  could  be  of  use  to  the  King's 
service ;  and  where  they  thought  there  was  none, 
I  was  very  willing  to  be  excused  j  and  very  glad 
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he  was  entered,  but  not  with  the  personal  or  tran« 
scendent  credit  he  aimed  at  with  his  Majesty,  and 
which  he  thought  those  v^ho  had  been  authors  of 
this  new  constitution  had  the  greatest  share  in. 
This  made  him  fall  in  more  absolutely  with  the 
Duke  of  Mohmouth,  and  use  all  their  endeavours 
to  raise  such  discontents  and  heats  in  the  Houses, 
upon  the  apprehensions  of  popery,  and  propositions 
to  prevent  it,  that  the  King  found  himself  soon 
upon  as  uneasy  terms  with  this  Session  of  Farlia^ 
ment,  as  he  had  been  with  the  last ;  the  humours 
being  engaged  by  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's  pretend- 
ing among  his  patriots,  that  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth liad  so  much  credit  with  the  King,  that  his 
Majesty  desired  but  a  good  occasion  of  consenting 
to  all  the  Parliajnent  should  insist  on,  which  would 
be  given  him  by  their  heat  and  obstinacy,  in  so 
popular  a  point  as  that  against  popery :  and  if  that 
were  once  gained,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  he 
should  be  able  to  steer  all  the  rest,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  those  who  called  themselves  the  good  or 
the  honest  party. 

Such  a  mischief  could  never  have  grown,  if  Lord 
Shaftesbury  had  not  worked  himself  up  into  credit, 
both  in  Parliament  and  city,  by  the  appearance  of 
having  it  with  the  King,  and  in  the  council  where 
he  was  president ;  and  by  the  infusions  given  of  his 
having  or  growing  yet  into  greater  by  a  more  se- 
cret spring,  which  was  the  interest  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  and  the  kindness  of  his  Majesty  in- 
creasing, as  appeared  since  the  Duke's  absence.  I 
cannot  believe  but  all  this  would  have  been  avoid- 
ed, if,  upon  the  new  constitution.  Lord  Shaftesbury 
had  been  left  out,  as  a  person  marked  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  never  to  enter  more  into  his  affairs  or 
confidence ;  wliich  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
from  his  very  first  entrance  upon  public  stages,  if 
examined  never  ^o  strictly,  would  have  given  good 
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ground  for.  But  this  fate,  as  I  could  not  prevent 
by  all  my  endeavours,  so  I  had  foretold  it  his  Ma- 
jesty the  year  before :  when,  upon  my  coming  over, 
the  King  had  fallen  into  all  the  violent  expressions 
that  could  be  against  him ;  I  told  his  Majesty,  that, 
with  his  good  leave,  I  would  hold  any  wager,  I 
should  yet  see  that  Lord  again  in  his  business;  and 
when  the  King  asked  me  what  made  me  think  so, 
I  said,  because  1  knew  he  was  restless  while  he  was 
out,  and  would  try  every  door  to  get  in ;  had  wit 
and  industry  to  find  out  the  ways;  and,  when 
money  would  work,  had  as  much  as  any  body  to 
bestow,  and  skill  enough  to  know  where  to  place  it. 

This  turn  in  the  King's  affairs,  upon  this  new 
constitution,  gave  me  so  great  a  vexation,  and  so 
ill  a  prospect,  that,  having  delayed  the  time  pre- 
scribed tor  every  man's  receiving  the  sacrament 
according  to  law,  after  his  entrance  into  public  em- 
ployment, till  it  was  very  near  expired;  I  once  re- 
solved, by  that  omission,  to  make  myself  absolutely 
incapable  of  bearing  any  for  the  future ;  and  was 
not  persuaded  to  lay  aside  that  thought  till  after 
long  debates  upon  it  with  my  wife  and  sister  here 
at  Sheen :  but  that  matter  passed  in  form,  and  I  con- 
tinued barely  of  the  council,  with  a  resolution  of 
not  entering  upon  the  Secretary's  ofiice,  though 
often  and  earnestly  urged  to  it  by  Lord  Sunderland, 
with  others  of  my  friends. 

Upon  the  new  constitution  of  the  council,  my 
Lord  Sunderland  had,  by  Mr.  Sidney,  desired  that 
we  two  might  join  together  in  perfect  confidence, 
and  distinct  from  any  others  in  the  course  of  the 
King's  afiairs,  whether  I  would  enter  into  the  oth^i* 
Secretary's  office,  or  no ;  which  I  said  I  was  very 
willing  to  embrace,  though  I  knew  no  need  of  it, 
considering  how  much  the  general  affairs  were  de- 
volved upon  the  council,  or  the  particular  commit- 
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tees,  and  how  much  I  thought  it  was  fit  that  they 
should  continue  so,  without  running  intoany  private 
channels.  This  confidence  had  not  run  on  above 
a  fortnight,  when  my  Lord  Sunderland  asked  me, 
if  I  were  willing  my  Lord  Essex  should  be  received 
into  it ;  which  I  consented  to,  though  with  intima- 
tion to  Lord  Sunderland  of  the  opinion  I  had  (for 
some  time  of  late)  of  Lord  Essex,  whom  I  thought 
I  knew  better  than  he  did.  So  we  met,  for  a  while, 
once  a  day  by  turns,  at  each  of  our  hpuses,  and 
consulted  upon  the  chief  afiairs  that  were  then  on 
the  anvil,  and  how  they  might  be  best  prepared  for 
the  Parliament  or  the  Council :  but  matters  grow- 
ing very  untoward,  by  thepractices  of  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  cover  at  least, 
and  upon  the  ill  humour  of  the  House  of  Commons 
about  the  business  of  religion ;  and  my  Lord  Hal- 
lifax  appearing  unsatisfied,  by  observing  where  the 
King's  confidence  was ;  I  proposed  to  my  Lords 
Sunderland  and  Essex^  to  receive  him  into  all  our 
consultations ;  which  I  thought  would  both  enter 
him  into  credit  with  the  King,  and  give  us  more 
ease  in  the  course  of  his  affairs.  Lord  Essex  re- 
ceived this  overture  with  his  usual  dryness ;  Lord 
Sunderland  opposed  it  a  good  deal,  and  told  me,  I 
should  not  find  Lord  Hallifax  the  person  I  took 
him  for,  but  one  that  could  draw  with  nobody,  and 
still  climbing  up  to  the  top  himself.  However,  I 
continued  resolute  in  pressing  it;  and  so  at  length 
the  thing  was  concluded,  and  we  fell  all  four  toge- 
ther into  the  usual  meetings  and  consultations. 

The  chief  matters  that  lay  before  theKiiig  at  that 
time  werje,  first,  the  satisfaction  of  his  pec^le  by 
fidling  into  some  meaiHires  with  the  Parliament  that 
might  enable  him  to  look  abroad  in  such  a  figure 
a&became  the  Crown  of  England,  and  wfsnecessaiy 
for  pi?eventing  the  common  fears  of  a  new  invasion 


to  the  Author*$  Retirement.  51  jf 

of  France  upon  Flanders  or  Holland,  which  looked 
very  desperate  without  some  strong  and  resolute 
protection  from  England. 

The  second  was  a  resolution  to  be  taken  in  an- 
swer to  the  instances  made  by  Monsieur  Van  Lew- 
en  from  the  States,  about  a  new  guaranty  to  be 
given  upon  the  late  general  peace  by  his  Majesty, 
particularly  to  Spain  in  the  business  of  Flanders. 

The  third  was  the  giving  some  ease  to  Scotland, 
where  the  humours  began  to  swell  about  this  time; 
and  which  we  conceived  could  be  no  way  done 
so  easily,  as  by  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauder- 
dale ;  a  man  too  much  hated  both  here  and  there, 
to  be  fit  for  the  temper  his  Majesty  seemed  resolved 
to  use  in  his  affairs. 

For  this  last,  we  could  not  upon  any  terms  ob- 
tain it  of  the  King,  by  all  the  arguments  used  (both 
jointly  and  severally)  by  us  all  four ;  the  King's 
defence  being  a  very  true  one^  that  we  none  of  us 
knew  Scotland  so  well  as  his  Majesty  himself. 

For  the  second,  we  easily  agreed  upon  the  mea- 
sures that  seemed  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  States,  and  the  safety  of  Flanders ;  being  all 
four  of  the  committee,  where  all  the  foreign  affairs 
were  consulted;  and  taking  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion 
of  this  treaty  with  Holland,  at  a  meeting  for  that 
purpose,  at  my  Lord  Hallifax*s  house ;  which  was 
the  only  time  I  ever  had  any  thing  to  do,  or  so 
mtich  as  talk,  with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  further 
than  the  councir chamber. 

For  the  first  thing,  which  was  the  most  impor* 
tant,  we  found  it  more  perplexed  than  we  could 
imagine.  Both  Houses  of  rarliament  seemed  to 
have  no  eyes,  but  for  the  dangers  of  popery  upon 
the  Duke's  succession  to  the  Crown ;  which  hu- 
mour was  blown  up  by  all  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
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the  Dake  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury. 
The  King  seemed  willing  to  secure  them  all  that 
Gould  be  against  those  fears,  without  changing  the 
laws  in  point  of  succession.  *  The  House  of  Com- 
mons were  busy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  secure 
this  point,  but  could  agree  on  none ;  being  still 
diverted  from  fixing  on  any  by  Lord  Saftesbury's 
practices.  The  council  fell  upon  the  same  scent 
with  great  earnestness  and  endeavour ;  and,  after 
much  hammering,  agreed  upon  many  heads  to  b€ 
ofiered  the  Parliament,  which  are  commonly  enough 
known. 

These  expedients  were  a^eed  to  by  all  the  coun- 
cil, except  my  Lord  Shaftesbury  and  me;  who  were 
against  them,  upon  very  difierent  grounds.  Mine 
were  two ;  first,  because  I  believed,  that  nothing 
that  came  first  from  the  King  upon  these  points 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Commons ;  who,  if  they 
would  be  satisfied  at  all,  I  thought  should  first  agree 
upon  what,  and  leave  it  to  the  King  to  take  or  re- 
fuse. The  second  was,  that  as  I  did  not  see  any  cer- 
tain ease  these  expedients  would  give  the  King, 
though  agreed  to  by  the  Houses ;  so  it  was  evident 
to  all  men,  that  they  would  leave  the  Crown  after 
him  in  shackles,  which,  put  on  upon  the  Duke's 
occasion,  and  in  his  time,  would  notbe  easily  knock- 
ed ofi*  by  any  successor.  My  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
ground  was  plain,  and  so  expressed  by  him  upon 
all  occasions }  which  wad,  that  there  could  be  no 
security  against  the  Duke,  if  once  in  possession  of 
the  Crown ;  and  this  being  well  infused  by  his  and 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  friends  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  occasioned  their  sullen  rejecting  all 
the  expedients  offered  them  by  the  King,  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  proceedings  of  the  late 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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House  of  Commons,  and  the  strange  disorders 
wherein  they  have  left  affairs  at  home,  and  thereby 
the  desperate  condition  of  affairs  abroad. 

During  all  these  transactions  the  three  Lords  and 
I  continued  our  constant  meetings  and  consulta- 
tions ;  and  with  so  much  union,  and  so  disinterest- 
ed endeavours  for  the  general  good  of  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  kingdom's,  that  I  could  not  but  say 
to  them,  at  the  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that 
we  four  were  either  the  four  honestest  men  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  greatest  knaves ;  for  we  made  one 
another  at  least  believe,  that  we  were  the  honestest 
men  in  the  world. 

But  this  conjunction  held  not  long :  for,  after 
the  Houses  rejecting  the  expedients  offered  by  the 
King  and  Council,  my  Lord  Shaftesbury  finding 
himself  neither  in  confidence  with  the  King,  nor 
credit  in  the  Council,  turned  all  his  practices  and 
hopes  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  inflamed  them 
to  that  degree,  as  made  the  three  Lords  of  my  com- 
merce begin  to  grow  uneasy,  and  to  cast  about 
which  way  they  might  lay  this  storm.  At  length 
my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  Lord  Essex  and 
Lord  Hallifax  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary  to  take  in  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord 
Shaftesbury  into  the  first  digestion  of  affairs,  con- 
sidering the  influence  they  had  upon  the  House  ; 
and  for  this  end  to  agree  with  them  in  the  banish- 
ment of  the  Duke,  either  for  a  certain  term,  or 
during  the  King's  life ;  and  desired  toknow  whether 
I  would  fall  into  it  with  them,  and  join  in  bringing 
it  about  with  the  King.  I  told  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land  positively  I  would  not:  for,  first,  I  would 
never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Lord  Shaflesbury ;  and  next,  I  would 
never  enter  into  matters  of  difference  between  the 
King  and  his  brother ;  having  upon  several  occa- 
sions told  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  I 
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could  towards  the  union  of  the  whole  royal  family ; 
but  never  would  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  divi- 
sions of  it ;  and  no  man  should  ever  reproach  me 
with  breaking  my  word,  and  much  less  the  King 
or  the  Duke. 

This  was  peremptory,  and  so  it  ended;  and 
thereupon  the  three  Lords  fell  into  meetings  and 
consultations  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  which  I  knew  nothing  of,  and 
began  to  come  less  to  council,  and  to  meet  no  more 
with  my  usual  company,  but  upon  occasion,  and 
without  the  first  confidence ;  but  we  still  continued 
our  kindness  wherever  we  met,  without  my  enqui- 
ring, or  they  communicating,  what  passed  in  their 
new  consultations. 

But  this  lasted  not  long  neither ;  for,  within  a 
fortnight  or  little  more,  they  began  to  find  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury  unrea- 
sonable, and  like  to  prevail  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  to  endeavour  bringing  the  King  into  ne- 
cessities of  yielding  all  points  to  them,  and  thereby 
leaving  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury absolutely  at  the  head  of  all  affairs ;  so  that 
the  three  Lords  began  to  make  their  complaints  of 
it,  and  to  fall  upon  the  thoughts  of  proroguing  the 
Parliament,  as  the  only  remedy  left  in  the  present 
distemper.  I  agreed  with  them  in  this  overture, 
and  the  rather,  because  I  foresaw  it  would  ab^- 
lutely  break  the  three  Lords  from  all  commerce 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury :  and  so  we  agreed  to  propose  it  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  that  it  should  be  debated  and  resolved 
at  council ;  where  the  chief  officers  depending  upon 
the  King  being  one  half  of  the  council,  and  joiu- 
ing  with  others  of  us  that  were  of  his  more  indif- 
ferent choice,  we  concluded  the  resolution  coiild 
not  fail  to  be  taken  by  the  ipajority  of  the  council; 
if  the  reasons  and  necessity  of  it  should  not  prei- 
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vail  with  some  of  those  who  seemed  most  in  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury's  confidence,  to  leave  him  upon 
this  occasion.  And  in  this  resolution  we  parted, 
and  appointed  to  meet  again  two  days  after  for  the 
fixing  it  with  his  Majesty,  upon  my  engaging  to  go 
for  so  long  down  into  the  country,  where  I  staid 
my  two  days,  and  came  up  the  third  morning  early. 

Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  my  Lord  Sunderland 
had  called  or  sent  several  times  to  my  house  the 
night  before,  and  left  word  that  he  must  needs 
speak  with  tae  as  soon  as  I  came  to  town.  I  sent 
immediately  to  Whitehall,  but  found  his  Lordship 
was  gone  already  with  the  King  to  the  House  of 
Lords ;  whereupon  I  went  to  Lord  Essex,  who  was 
nearest  me,  and  asked  whether  any  thing  new  had 
happetiecL  He  told  me  that  the  King  had  found 
out  ther^were  remonstrances  ready  prepared  in 
the  Hopse  of  Commons,  to  inflame  the  city  and 
nation  upon  the  points  of  plot  and  popery ;  and 
that  their  three  Lordships  having  upon  it  consulted 
with  his  Majesty,  he  had  resolved  the  Parliament 
should  be  prorogued  that  morning,  upon  the  King's 
coming  to  the  House,  and  that  it  could  not  be  al* 
lowed  time  or  vent  by  a  debate  of  council ;  which, 
for  my  part,  I  thought  an  ill  omission,  and  that  it 
ought  to  have  the  authority  of  the  King  with  ad^- 
vice  of  his  council,  according  to  the  usual  forms : 
but  it  passed  otherwise,  and  with  very  great  re- 
sentment of  both  Houses ;  and  such  rage  of  my 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  he  said  upon  it  aloud  in  the 
House,  that  he  would  have  the  heads  of  those  who 
were  the  advisers  of  this  prorogation. 

During  this  session  of  Parliament,  I  had  several 
notices  given  me  of  a  practice  set  on  foot  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  impeaching  me  as  one  that , 
had  been  an  instrument  of  making  the  general 
peace;  and  this  was  urged  by  stories,  of  being  a 
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ten  several  things,  though  without  name,  against 
the  constitution  of  Parliaments,  and  in  favour  of 
popery :  and  this  went  so  far,  that  *  Mr.  Moun- 
tague  went  a  great  way  from  man  to  man  in  the 
House,  to  know  whether,  if  such  an  accusation 
were  brought  in,  they  would  be  against  me.  Se- 
veral went  into  it  upon  hatred  to  the  late  Trea- 
surer, whose  friend  they  took  me  to  be,  and  upon 
envy  at  my  being  designed  for  Secretary  of  State ; 
but  yet  in  no  such  numbers  that  Mr.  Mountague 
could  hope  to  make  any  thing  of  it :  and  when 
some  of  my  friends  acquainted  me  with  it,  I  only 
desired  them  to  obtain  leave  of  the  House^  that  I 
might  hear  my  accusation  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
and  assured  them  that  I  should  be  ^lad  to  have 
that  occasion  of  telling  there  both  Mr.  Mounta- 
gue's  story  and  my  own.  This  fell  j  but  upon  the 
knowledge  of  these  practices,  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land and  Mr.  t  Sydney,  who  thought  that  a  man, 
who  had  such  a  part  in  the  King's  affairs,  ought  to 
stand  as  well  as  he  could  with  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, pressed  me  to  suffer  several  small  things  I 
had  formerly  written,  and  of  which  copies  had  run, 
to  be  then  printed,  as  they  were,  under  the  title 
of  Miscellanea.  They  thought,  by  that  publication, 
men  would  see  I  was  not  a  man  of  the  dangerous 
principles  pretended;  and  I  might  assure  the  world 
of  being  author  of  no  books  that  had  not  my  name. 
The  thing  seemed  to  pass  well  enough ;  only  Lord 
Hallifax,  commending  them  to  me  in  general,  told 
me  as  a  friend,  that  I  should  take  heed  of  carrying 
too  far  that  principle  of  paternal  dominion  (wnicb 
was  deduced  in  the  essay  Of  Gwemment^  for  fear 
of  destroying  the  rights  of  the  people.  So  tender 
was  every  body  of  those  points  at  that  time. 

*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Mountague. 
f  Afterwards  Earl  of  Rumoey. 
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The  three  Lords  and  t  went  on  unanimous  in  ^ 
our  consultations ;  considering  how  to  make  way 
for  a  calmer  and  better-tempered  session  of  Par- 
liament, after  the  short  prorogation  which  had  been 
made.  To  which  purpose  we  again  endeavoured 
the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  or  at  least 
the  admission  of  other  Nobles  of  Scotland  into  those 
affairs.  We  concluded  the  measures  with  Holland 
in  all  points,  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  Ambassa- 
dor ;  and  thought  of  such  acts  of  council,  as  might 
express  his  Majesty's  care  for  suppressing  popery 
even  in  the  intervals  of  Parliament.  We  only  dis- 
agreed in  one  point,  which  was  the  leaving  some 
priests  to  the  law  upon  the  accusation  of  being 
priests  only,  as  the  House  of  Commons  had  de- 
sired; which  I  thought  wholly  unjust,  without 
giving  them  public  warning  bj^  proclamation  to 
be  gone,  or  expect  the  penalties  of  law  within 
such  a  time;  since  the  connivances  had  lasted 
now  through  three  Kings  reigns :  upon  this  point 
Lord  Hallifax  and  I  had  so  sharp  a  debate  at  Lord 
Sunderland's  lodgings,  that  he  told  me,  if  I  would 
not  concur  in  points  which  were  so  necessary  for 
the  people's  satisfaction,  he  would  tell  every  body 
I  was  a  papist :  and  upon  his  affirming  that  the 
plot  must  be  handled  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it 
were  so  or  no,  in  those  points  that  were  so  gene- 
rally believed  by  city  or  country  as  well  as  both 
Houses ;  I  replied,  with  some  heat,  that  the  plot 
was  a  matter  long  on  foot  before  I  came  over  into 
England;  that  to  understand  it,  one  must  have 
been  here  to  observe  all  the  motions  of  it ;  which 
not  having  done,  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it :  in  other  things  I  was  content  to  join  with  them, 
where  they  thought  I  could  be  of  use  to  the  King's 
service ;  and  where  they  thought  there  was  none, 
I  was  very  willing  to  be  excused }  and  very  glad 
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to  leave  his  Majesty's  affairs  in  so  good  hands  as 
theirs. 

Notwithstanding  some  such  differences  between 
me  and  the  three  Lords,  yet  we  continued  our  con- 
sultations and^confidence ;  and  two  of  them,.  Lord 
Sunderland  and  Hallifax,  pressed  me  extremely 
about  this  time  to  come  into  the  Secretary's  place. 
Lord  Hallifax  particularly  offering  to  bring  it  to  a 
point  with  his  uncle  Coventry  upon  the  money 
that  was  to  be  paid ;  pretending  to  be  very  desi- 
rous to  see  me  posted  there ;  and  professing  to  grow 
weary  of  the  business,  since  he  could  find  no  tem- 
per like  to  grow  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament 
between  the  King  and  them.  For  since  the  last 
prorogation.  Lord  Shaftesbury  had  been  busy  in 
preparing  fuel  for  next  session,  not  without  perpe^ 
tual  appearance  of  ill  humour  at  council,  which 
broke  into  spiteful  repartees  often  betwixt  him  and 
Lord  Hallifax.  And  on  the  other  side,  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  had  broken  all  measures  with  Lord 
Essex,  with  whom  he  had  been  long  in  the  last 
confidence :  so  as  this  grew  to  a  spited  quarrel  be- 
tween  these  four ;  and  though  commonly  smother^ 
ed  when  they  met,  yet  not  without  smoke  appear- 
ing where  they  were  observed. 

In  this  condition  of  affairs  the  rebellion  in  Scot- 
land broke  out ;  upon  which  it  was  pleasant  to  ob- 
serve the  counterpaces  that  were  made.  The  King 
was  for  suppressing  it  immediately,  by  forces  from 
hence  to  be  dispatched  and  joined  with  those  in 
Scotland,  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  to  go  and 
command  them  all.  Lord  Shaftesbury  shewed 
plainly  at  council,  and  in  other  places,  that  he  wa|i 
unwilling  this  rising  should  be  wholly  or  too  SOM. 
suppressed^  or  otherwise  than  by  his  friends  in 
Scotland,  who  niight  be  thereby  introduced  into 
the  direction  of  amirs  there,  with  the  removal  of 
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the  Duke  of  Lauderdale :  yet,  on  the  other  side, 
he  was  willing  to  see  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  grow 
great  by  such  a  command  of  the  King's  forces,  both 
English  and  Scots ;  and  agreed  with  that  Duke, 
to  put  the  King  upon  another  project  at  the  same 
time,  and  to  the  same  end,  which  was  (upon  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth's  carrying  so  many  of  the 
forces  here  into  Scotland)  to  raise  a  troop  of  two 
hundred  gentlemen  for  the  guard  and  safety  of  the 
King's  person,  whereof  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
to  be  captain;  and  which  was  to  be  composed 
chiefly  of  oflScers  who  were  out  of  employment, 
and  whose  merits  were  best  known  to  the  Duke  pf 
Monmouth. 

On  the  other  side.  Lord  Essex,  though  he  agreed 
with  the  King's  opinion,  to  have  the  Scots  insur- 
rection suppressed  j  yet  he  had  a  mind  it  should 
be  done  by  the  Scots,  to  prevent  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth's  growing  greater  than  he  yet  was  by 
tiiat  command ;  especially  if  it  should  be  followed 
with  success.  And  though  he  would  not  oppose 
his  Majesty  in  his  resolution  of  sending  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  upon  this  expedition ;  yet  he  did 
verv  openly  the  other  design,  which  the  Kinghimr 
sel^  seemed  much  bent  upon,  as  well  as  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  to  raise  the  troop  of  two  hundred 
gentlemen.  The  other  two  Lords  and  I  fell  in 
with  him  in  this  last ;  though  Lord  Essex  was  most 
instrumental  in  breaking  it,  by  raising  invincible 
difficulties  in  the  Treasury,  where  he  was  at  the 
head ;  so  as,  upon  composition,  money  was  found 
for  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  marching  into  Scot- 
land, and  with  great  ease  to  him  in  his  personal 
pretensions ;  and  the  new  troop  was  let  fail  upon 
want  of  money. 

The  Duke  of  Monmouth  went  into  Scotland ; 
succeeded ;  took  the  body  of  rebels ;  suppressed . 
d.bsolutely  the  rebellion ;  ordered  the  punishment 
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of  some ;  gave  pardon  to  the  rest ;  returned  in 
triumph ;  was  received  with  great  applauses  and 
court  from  all ;  with  great  appearance  of  kindness 
and  credit  by  the  King,  who  was  now  removed 
to  Windsor,  and  the  Council  to  Hampton-Court, 
where  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  was  received. 

The  term  of  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  drew 
near  expiring,  and  all  agreed  that  a  session  could 
not  conveniently  begin  before  October :  and  a  day 
was  appointed  for  considering  that  matter  at  coun- 
cil. The  Duke  of  Monmouth  was  greater  than 
ever :  Lord  Shaftesbury  reckoned  upon  being  so 
too,  upon  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  at 
the  cost  of  those  whom  he  took  to  be  the  authors 
of  the  last  prorogation :  Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax 
looked  upon  themselves  as  most  in  his  danger,  and 
aimed  at  by  Lord  Shaftesbury's  threats,  and  out  of 
all  measures  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.  This 
induced  a  consultation  among  us,  whether,  consi- 
dering  the  distempers  of  the  present  Parliament, 
the  best  course  were  not  to  dissolve  it,  and  have 
another  called  in  October ;  wherein  the  three  Lords 
and  I  agreed ;  and  the  King  was  perfectly  of  the 
same  mind,  considering  with  what  distempers  that 
Parliament  both  began  and  continued.  So  it  was 
resolved,  that  the  King  should  propose,  at  next 
council,  whether  it  were  best  to  prorogue  that  Par- 
liament, or  dissolve  it,  and  at  the  same  time  call 
another;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  the  other  chief  officers  depending 
upon  the  King,  should  be  acquainted  with  his  mind, 
6ither  by  his  Majesty  or  the  three  Lords.  For, 
since  the  King's  going  to  Windsor,  I  continued  at 
Sheen,  and  only  went  to  Hampton-Court  on  coun- 
cil-days ;  though  the  three  Lords  came  often  to  me, 
and  pressed  me  as  often  to  come  as  they  did  to 
Court;  and  Lord  Hallifax  protested  he  would  bum 
my  house,  and  that  if  I  would  not  enter  upon  the 
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Secretary's  office,  his  uncle  Coventry  would  look 
out  for  some  other  chapman ;  for  as  soon  as  he  had 
found  one,  he  was  resolved  to  part  with  it.  I  told 
him  I  was  very  willing,  and  would  speak  to  the 
King,  that  his  market  should  not  be  spoiled  upon 
any  occasion.  Whether  his  Lordship  believed  me 
or  no,  I  did  so,  and  desired  his  Majesty  to  think 
of  some  other  for  that  place ;  for  my  ill  health  in- 
creasing with  my  age,  made  me  find  myself  unable 
to  go  through  with  the  toils  of  that  office,  if  exe- 
cuted in  the  forms  and  with  the  attendance  it  re- 
quired. The  King  told  me,  he  could  not  consent 
to  it ;  that  if  he  should,  he  knew  not  a  man  in  Eng- 
land fit  for  it  besides  me,  so  that  I  had  no  reason 
to  take  it  kindly  of  him.  I  desired  his  Majesty  to 
give  me  leave,  and  I  would  propose  three  persons, 
of  which  I  would  undertake  every  one  should  be 
fitter  than  I.  The  King  would  not  so  much  as  hear 
me  name  them ;  but  told  me,  it  was  a  point  he  had 
been  so  long  fixed  in,  that  he  could  not  change  hi^ 
resolution. 

In  our  last  meeting  we  had  calculated  how  many 
at  council  could,  in  any  probability,  oppose  the  dis- 
solving of  the  present  Parliament,  and  calling  an- 
other ;  and  we  had  concluded,  there  could  not  be 
above  six  in  the  whole  council  that  could  be  against 
it  at  the  most ;  which  we  thought  would  be  a  great 
support  to  the  King*s  resolution,  against  all  the  ex- 
clamations  «we  expected  from  Lord  Shaftesbury 
and  his  friends ;  and  at  least,  that  it  would  be  sa^: 
against  the  consequences  which  were  usually  de- 
duced from  the  forms  of  calling  Parliaments  always 
by  advice  of  the  council,  that  the  dissolving  of  them 
ought  to  be  so  too,  at  least  when  it  was  not  at  their 
own  desire. 

The  council-day  came ;  aijd  when  I  came  thi- 
ther, and  found  the  King  and  three  Lords,  with 
some  others  already  there,  I  asked  Lord  Sunder- 
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land  and  Hallifax,  whether  all  was  prepared,  and 
Lord  Chancellor  and  other  chief  officers  had  been 
spoke  to  ?  They  said.  No ;  it  had  been  forgotten  or 
neglected;  but  the  King  would  do  it  to  each  of 
them  apart  as  they  came  that  morning,  and  before 
the  council  began.  I  thought  it  hard,  a  point  of 
that  importance  should  be  neglected  so  long ;  but 
was  fain  to  content  myself  with  what  they  told  me 
would  be  done*  The  outward  room,  where  the 
King  was,  filled  apace ;  every  one  made  his  leg  to 
his  Majesty,  and  filled  the  circle  about  him  as  they 
came  in :  I  was  talking  apart,  in  a  corner  of  the 
room,  till  it  grew  late,  and  Lord  Chancellor  told 
the  King  that  it  was  so,  and  I  saw  the  King  turn 
f5rom  the  Chancellor,  and  go  into  the  council-cham- 
ber :  all  followed ;  the  council  sat  j  the  King  pro- 
posed his  thoughts,  whether  it  were  best  for  his  af- 
fairs to  prorogue  this  Parliament  till  October,  or  to 
dissolve  it,  and  call  another  at  that  time ;  and  de- 
sired their  Lordships  opinions  upon  it. 

I  observed  a  general  surprise  at  the  board ;  which 
made  me  begin  to  doubt,  the  King  had  spoke  of  it 
to  few  or  none  but  the  Chancellor  before  he  came 
in :  but  it  soon  appeared  he  had  not  so  much  as  done 
that  neither :  for,  after  a  long  pause,  he  was  the  first 
that  rose  up,  and  spoke  lotig  and  violently  against 
the  dissolution  ;  and  was  followed  by  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury in  the  amplest  manner,  and  most  tragical 
terms ;  Lord  Anglesey  followed  them;  by  urging 
all  the  fatal  consequences  that  could  be :  the  same 
style  was  pursued  by  Lord  •  Chamberlain,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Marquis  of  Worcester ;  and  pur- 
sued from  the  top  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  table 
by  every  man  there,  and  at  a  very  full  council ;  ex- 
cept the  three  Lords  who  spoke  for  the  dissoliltiony 
but  rieither  with  half  the  length  or  force  of  argu- 
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ment  they  intended  to  have  done ;  leaving  that 
part,  as  I  supposed,  to  me,  who  was,  I  confess,  well 
enough  instructed  in  the  cage,  to  have  said  more 
upon  that  argument:  but  I  was  spited  from  the 
first  that  I  heard  of  my  Lord  Chancellor's  speech, 
and  still  more  and  more  as  every  man  spoke,  at  the 
consequences  happened  by  such  a  negligence  of  my 
friends,  who  had  been  perpetually  about  the  King, 
and  might  so  easily  have  effected  what  was  agreed 
on,  and  thought  so  necessary.  I  was  the  last  but 
one  to  speak,  and  saw  argument  would  signify  no- 
thing, after  such  inequality  was  declared  in  num- 
ber ;  and  so  contented  myself  to  say  in  short,  that 
I  thought  it  was  every  man's  opinion,  that  a  happy 
agreement  between  his  Majesty  and  Parliament  was 
of  necessity  to  his  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad: 
that  all  the  difference,  in  a  continuance  of  this,  or 
assembling  of  another  Parliament,  would  depend 
only  upon  the  likelihood  of  agreeing  better  and  ea- 
sier with  one  than  with  the  other :  uiat  his  Majesty 
had  spoken  so  much  of  his  despairing  about  any 
agreement  with  this  present  Parliament,  and  the 
hopes  he  had  of  doing  it  with  another,  that,  for  my 
part,  I  thought  that  ought  to  decide  it ;  because  I 
thought  his  Majesty  could  better  judge  of  that  point 
than  any  body  else.  So  his  Majesty  ordered  the 
Chancellor  to  draw  up  a  proclamation  for  dissolv- 
ing that  Parliament,  and  calling  another  to  assem- 
ble in  October  following :  and  thereupon  the  coun- 
cil broke  up,  with  the  greatest  rage  in  the  world  of 
the  Lord  Shaftesbury,  Lord  Russel,and  two  or  three 
more,  and  the  general  dissatisfaction  of  the  whole 
board. 

After  the  council  ended,  every  man's  head  be- 
gan to  fill  with  the  thoughts  of  the  new  elections, 
and  several  spoke  to  the  King  upoii  that  stiWect. 
I  had  resolved  to  stand  for  the  university  of  Uam«> 
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bridge ;  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  being  Chati« 
cellor,  I  desired  the  King  to  speak  to  him,  to  write 
to  some  of  his  friends  in  my  favour :  he  excused 
himself,  first,  upon  engagements;  but  the  King 
pressed  him  upon  mine,  as  a  thing  of  importance; 
and  that  he  could  not  be  otherwise  engaged  before 
he  knew  of  the  Parliament's  being  dissolved.  I 
said  a  good  deal  too  upon  it :  but  do  what  the  King 
could,  by  all  he  was  pleased  to  say,  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  would  not  be  brought  further,  than  to 
say,  he  would  not  meddle  in  it  one  way  or  the 
otner ;  which  gave  me  the  first  plain  and  open  tes- 
timony of  his  dispositions  towards  me,  having  ever 
received  before  all  outward  civilities,  though  with- 
out my  visits  or  attendances.  Yet,  I  think,  his 
Grace  kept  his  word  with  me  in  this  point  better 
than  I  expected :  for  my  election  in  the  University 
proceeded  with  the  most  general  concurrence  that 
could  be  there,  and  without  any  difficulties  I  could 
observe  from  that  side ;  those  which  were  raised 
coming  from  the  Bishop  of  Ely;  who  owned  the 
opposing  me  from  the  chapter  Of  Religion^  in  my 
Observations  on  the  Netherlands^  which  gave  him 
an  opinion,  that  mine  was  for  such  a  toleration  of 
religion,  as  is  there  described  to  be  in  HoUand- 

The  council,  after  this  day,  was  put  off  till  the 
King's  return  to  London,  according  to  the  use  of 
that  season ;  and  every  one  began  to  canvas  for 
elections  in  the  ensuing  Parliament,  upon  which  all 
his  Majesty's  affairs  seemed  to  depend.  The  King, 
in  the  mean  time,,  resolved  to  do  all  that  could  help 
to  make  fair  weather  there.  I  told  my  friends,  1 
would  take  care  of  my  election,  and  ga  down  about 
it ;  but,  for  the  rest,  would  pass  my  time  at  home 
the  remainder  of  the  summer,  and  recommended 
the  common  cares  to  the  three  Lords ;  whose  at- 
tendance,  I  kQewi  would  not  fail  at  Courty  two  of 
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them  from  their  offices,  and  the  *  third  from  hig 
humour ;  which  he  owned  always  must  have  busi- 
ness to  employ  it,  or  would  else  be  uneasy. 

The  summer  was  dedining,  but  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  in  his  greatest  height,  when  the  King 
fell  sick  at  Windsor,  and  with  three  ^uch  fits  of  a 
fever  as  gave  much  apprehension,  and  that  a  gene- 
ral amazement ;  people  looking  upon  any  thing,  at 
this  time,  that  should  happen  ill  to  the  King  as  an 
end  of  the  world.  I  went  to  Windsor,  after  the  se^ 
Cond  fit ;  and,  having  seen  his  Majesty,  observed 
more  strength  and  fewer  ill  symptom^  thaii  had 
been  reported ;  nor  could  I  think  him  in  danger, 
without  accidents,  which  was  to  be  the  care  of  his 
physicians,  who  were  some  of  them  wholly  of  my 
mind.  I  found  and  left  the  three  Lords  very  dili- 
gent at  Court,  in  attending  both  his  person  and  af- 
fairs, which  I  was  very  glad  of;  and  so  came  home 
without  entering  further  into  any  discourses  with 
them,  than  of  his  Majesty's  sickness ;  which  was 
then  the  general  discourse  and  care.        ^  n 

About  three  or  four  days  having  received  assu- 
rance of  the  King's  certain  recovery,  by  being  free 
of  any  return  of  his  fever  fits,  I  went  up  to  London 
to  solicit  a  great  arrear  of  my  embassies  due  from 
the  Treasury.  The  Commissioners  were  met  that 
morning  at  my  Lord  Essex's  house,  whither  I  went 
straight ;  but,  by  the  way,  heard  that  the  Duke  was 
that  night  passed  through  London,  and  rode  post 
to  Windsor ;  which  I  doubted  not  his  Highness  had 
been  induced  to  by  the  reports  of  the  King's  dan- 
ger, upon  the  news  of  his  sickness ;  and  made  no 
farther  reflection  upon  it,  than  that  of  the  great  sur- 
prise, and  martel  en  fete  [uneasiness]  that  would  be 
given  Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax  by  this  sudden  ar- 
rival of  the  Duke,  to  whose  interests  they  had  run 

*  The  Marquis  of  Hallifax* 
VOL.  ir.  2  M 


SSO  Memoinfrom  the  Peace  m  1679, 

so  counter,  and  with  such  heights^  for  several  years. 
But  upon  their  late  separating  all  measures  £rom 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury,  I 
thought  I  had  field  enough  left  for  doing  them  good 
offices  to  the  Duke,  when  I  should  see  him,  which 
I  resolved  the  next  day. 

When  I  came  to  Lord  Essex's  hcmse,  and  asked 
for  the  commissioners,  I  found  they  were  sat  sam^ 
time,  but  that  Lord  Essex  had  newly  left  thecn  to- 
gether, and  was  gone  up  into  {lis  chamber,  whither 
I  was  immediately  sient  for ;  his  servants  went  out 
and  left  him  booted^  smd  r^ady  to  get  up  on  horse* 
back.  As  soon  ^s  we  were  aloQe,  he  asked  me» 
whether  I  had  not  met  with  strange  ciews^  sioA 
whftt  J  thought  of  it  ?  I  si^d,  it  did  not  seem  very 
strs^pge  th^t  the  Duke  should  come,  if  he  thought 
the  King  in  danger.  Lord  Essex  replied,  yet  H 
was  strange  he  should  come  without  leave  fr cup  the 
l^in^ ;  and  that,  v^w  his  Migesty  was  well,  sure  he 
i^^ould  not  think  of  staying  three  days ;  that  he  waa 
going  as  fast  as  he  could  to  Windsor,  to  see  what 
all  this  business  was ;  and  asked  me  if  I  w(Kidd  not 
go ;  which  I  excused  for  that  d%yLy  but  promised  the 
next.  In  this  little  di^ourse>  I  observed  all  along 
a  sneering  smile,  which  I  knew  not  what  to  make 
of;  I  thought,  if  it  were  a  countenance,  it  was  bet- 
ter put  on  than  was  i^snal  with  his  Lordship ;  and 
that  he  should  be  pleased  with  it  at  heart,  I  could 
not  well  imagine,  knowii^  how  things  had  passed 
between  the  Duke  and  him. 

Next  day  I  went  to  Windsor ;  and  the  first  maa 
I  met  was  Lord  Hallifax  coming  down  from  Court 
on  foot,  and  with  a  face  of  trouble ;  and  as  soon  as 
he  saw  me,  with  hands  lifted  np  two  or  three  tisies ; 
upon  which  I  stopt,  and  alighting,  asked  what  was. 
the  matter ;  he  told  me,  I  knew  all  as  well  as  be ; 
that  the  Duke  was  come;  that  every  body  was 
amazed ;  but  where  we  were,  or  what  would  be 
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next,  nobody  knew :  he  bid  me  go  on  to  Conrt  be- 
fore the  King  went  out ;  said  he  was  going  to  hid 
lodging,  to  sit  and  think  over  this  new  world ;  but 
desired  we  might  meet,  and  my  Lord  Sunderland, 
after  dinner. 

I  went  to  the  King ;  and  after  him  to  the  Duke, 
who  received  me  with  great  kindness,  and  present-^ 
)y  carried  me  into  a  little  inner  room,  and  asked  me 
smiling  and  very  &miliarly,  whether  I  did  not  won- 
der to  see  him  here :  I  t^d  him,  not  at  all,^  if  he 
bad  thought  the  King  in  danger ;  for  in  that  case 
his  Highness  had  nothing  else  to  do :  and  that  I 
believed,  upon  the  first  news  of  his  Majesty's  ill- 
ness, he  would  come  as  near  as  he  could,  either  to 
Newport  or  Calais,  and  there  expect  the  next  news; 
but  that  his  Majesty's  sickness  having  passed  so 
soon,  I  confessed  I  had  not  thought  of  bis  coming 
over.  We  talked  of  the  King's  recovery,  wbat  stay 
his  Highness  would  make,  which  he  said  should  hk 
as  the  King  pleased,  for  he  would  obey  him  in  evety 
thing. 

I  gave  the  Duke  a  short  account  of  affairs  her«^ 
as  they  had  pissed  since  the  constitution  of  the 
council ;  c^  the  mischiefs  had  been  occasioned  by 
the  Lord  Shaftesbury's  having  been  brought  in  so 
much  against  my  will ;  of  his  measures  with  the 
Duke  of  MoMnouth ;  of  the  three  Lords  having  ab- 
i^utely  broken  from  bim ;  of  the  credit  they  were 
grown  into  with  the  King  j  and  of  my  confidence, 
they  would  never  fall  into  amy  measures  against  his 
Highniess :  upon  which  chapter  I  said  a  great  deal 
that  I  thought  necessary  to  make  Lord  Essex  and 
Hallifax's  comrt,  which  I  waa  very  glad  to  see  so 
well  received  by  the  Duke  i  for,  as  to  Lord  Sun- 
derland, I  had  tittle  reason  to  believe  be  needed  it, 
having  ever  been  in  with  the  Court  m  the  whole 
course  of  his  Hfe.  For  myself,  I  only  said  at  last, 
that,  because  I  did  not  know  what  our  present  dis- 
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tempers  itiight  end  in  if  the  next  Parliament  should 
prove  of  the  same  humour  with  the  two  last,  nor 
what  measures  his  Highness  would  fall  into  about 
staying  or  going  away  again ;  I  would  only  say,^ 
that,  let  whatever  wouldbefal  the  King's  affairs  or  his 
Highnesses,  he  might  always  reckon  upon  me  as  a 
legal  man,  and  one  that  would  always  follow  the 
Crown  as  became  me ;  nor  could  any  thing  make 
the  least  scruple  in  this  resolution,  unless  things 
should  ever  grow  so  desperate,  as  to  bring  in  fo- 
reigners, which  (if  ever  it  should  be)  would  be  a 
new  case,  and  that  I  knew  not  what  to  think  of. 
Upon  this  the  Duke  laid  his  hand  upon  mine,  and 
bid  me  keep  there,  and  said,  that  he  would  ask  no 
more  of  me  or  any  man :  and  so  I  parted,  after  a 
long  and  very  gracious  audience,  and  came  home 
that  night,  having  missed  my  Lord  Hallifax  and 
Essex  in  the  afternoon  at  Lord  Sunderland's,  where 
we  had  appointed  to  meet,  and  I  came,  but  they 
failed ;  and  Lord  Sunderland  and  I  talked  deep  in- 
to nothing,  reserving  ourselves,  as  I  thought,  till 
the  others  came. 

I  stayed  at  home,  making  the  reflections  I  could 
not  avoid  upon  the  carriage  of  my  friends ;  till  with- 
in a  few  days  I  heard  the  news  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth's  disgrace ;  which,  though  it  came  by 
some  degrees,  yet  they  were  so  sudden  one  after 
another,  as  to  make  it  appear  a  lost  game  in  the 
King's  favour  and  resolutions.  Though  nothing 
could  seem  more  reasonable  than  that  which  it 
ended  in,  that,  while  the  Duke  was  abroad,  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  should  be  so  too ;  having  made 
his  pretensions  so  evident,  and  pursued  them  so 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  King's  afiairs ;  how- 
ever, I  could  not  but  wonder,  how  the  Duke  had 
been  able  in  so  few  days,  or  rather  hours^  to  get  so 
great  a  victory.  I  went  within  a  day  or  two  to  Lon- 
don^ found  my  Lord  Hallifax  in  physic,  but  saw 
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plainly  his  distemper  was  not  what  he  called  it ;  his 
nead  looked  very  full,  but  very  unquiet ;  and  when 
we  were  left  alone,  all  our  talk  was  by  snatches ; 
sickness,  ill  humour,  hate  of  town  and  business, 
ridiculousness  of  human  life ;  and  whenever  I  turn- 
ed any  thinff  to  the  present  affairs  after  our  usual 
manner,  notliing  but  action  of  hands  or  eyes,  won- 
der,  and  signs  of  trouble,  and  then  silence. 

I  came  home,  and  satisfied  enough  upon  what 
terms  I  was  with  my  friends,  though  I  knew  not 
whence  it  came,  or  whither  it  went.     But  I  soon 
found  out  the  whole  secret ;  which  was,  that,  upon 
the  King's  first  illness,  the  Lords  Essex  and  Halli- 
fkx,  being  about  him,  thought  his  danger  great,  and 
their  own  so  too ;  and  that,  if  any  thing  happened 
to  the  King's  life,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  would 
be  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  in  opposition  to  the 
Duke,  upon  pretence  of  popery,  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  had  threatened  to 
have  their  heads  upon  prorogation  of  the  last  Par- 
liament ;  which  threat  was  applied  by  Lords  Essex 
iand  Hallifax  to  themselves  j  reckoning  Lord  Sun* 
derland  outof  danger  by  his  relation  toLordShaftes* 
bury,  and  the  fair  terms  that  had  always  made  be-» 
tween  them.  Thisfright  had  so  affected  these  Lords, 
that,  not  staying  to  see  what  the  King's  second  fit 
would  be,  they  proposed  to  the  King  the  sending 
immediately  for  the  Duke ;  which  being  resolved, 
and  the  dispatch  ipade  with  all  the  secrecy  and 
speed  imaginable,  the  Duke  came  over ;  but  find- 
ing the  King  recovered,  it  was  agreed  to  pass  for 
a  journey  wholly  of  his  own,  and  that  it  should  be 
received  by  his  Majesty  arid  the  three  Lords  with  all 
signs  of  surprise.    When  this  was  done,  they  found 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth  so  enraged  at  this  coun- 
sel, as  well  as  Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  they  saw  no 
way  but  to  ruin  them  both,  and  throw  them  quite 
put  of  the  King's  affairs,  ^nd  joining  themselvei^ 
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wholly  with  the  Duke's  interest ;  which  they  did 
for  that  time,  till  they  had  brought  about  all  his 
Highness  desired  for  his  security  against  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury ;  the  first  go- 
ing over  into  Holland,  and  the  other  being  turned 
out  of  the  copncil. 

.    For  my  owii  part,  though  I  was  glad  of  any  mor. 
tification  that  happened  to  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
and  Lord  Shaftesbury,  whose  designs  had  run  the 
kingdom  into  such  incurable  divisions  and  distrac- 
tions, at  a  time  that  our  union  was  so  necessary  to 
the  affairs  of  Christendom  abroad ;  yet  I  was  spited 
to  the  heart  at  the  carriage  of  my  friends  towards 
me  in  this  affair ;  and  not  so  much  for  their  taking 
»uch  a  resolution  without  my  knowledge  and  con- 
cert (which  they  never  had  done  since  our  first 
commerce),  as  for  keeping  me  ignorant  after  the 
Duke's  coming  over ;  and  so  far,  as  to  let  me  make 
such  a  figure  as  I  did,  in  doing  all  the  good  offices, 
and  making  all  the  court  I  could  to  the  Duke,  for 
Lords  Essex  and  Hallifax,  as  I  told  them  I  would 
do ;  while  they  were  both  in  the  depth  and  secret 
of  his  interests  and  counsels  ;  and  I,  who  had  rea- 
son to  think  myself  well  with  his  Highness,  was 
left  wholly  out  of  all  confidence  both  with  him  and 
with  them.     But  I  had  reason  to  resent  it  yet  fijr- 
ther,  when  I  found  that  some  of  them,  perceiving 
the  Duke  much  unsatisfied  with  the  constitution  of 
the  new  council,  had,  to  make  their  own  court,  laid 
the  whole  load  of  it  upon  me ;  whereas,  if  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lord  Sunderland,  and  Lord  Essex  had 
not  fallen  into  it  with  the  greatest  applauses  and 
endeavours  in  the  world  to  finish  the  draught  rf  it, 
the  thing  had  certainly  died ;  and  for  my  own  part, 
after  I  could  not  hinder  my  Lord  Shaftesbury's  be- 
ing brought  in,  I  would  have  been  very  well  con- 
tent it  should. 

I  could  not  but  tell  my  Lord  Sunderland  of  these 


to  the  Author's  Retirement.  535 

resenttnetitB  ^  and  that  I  found  myself  so  unfit  for 
Courts,  that  I  was  resolved  to  pass  the  rest  of  my 
life  in  my  own  domestique,  without  troubling  my- 
self further  about  any  public  afiairs,  than  not  to 
appear  sullen  in  not  coming  sometimes  to  general 
councils }  and  that  Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax's  car- 
riage to  me  had  been  such,  after  having  been  the 
two  men  of  England  I  had  it  in  my  power  and  my 
fortunes  most  to  oblige,  that  I  would  never  have 
any  thing  more  to  do  with  them.  This  I  said  only 
to  one  person  more ;  and  how  it  came  to  be  known 
by  their  two  Lordships,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  there 
ail  commerce  between  us  ended,  further  than  what 
was  common  when  we  met  at  council,  or  in  third 
places;  though  Lord  Haliifax  came  to  an  eclair* 
eissement  with  me  the  spring  after,  which  ended 
very  well,  and  I  did  him  the  service  I  could  upon 
occasion  in  the  late  House,  as  well  as  in  council, 
upon  their  heats  against  him. 

I  passed  the  rest  of  the  summer  at  home,  and  left 
the  three  Lords  in  the  chief  ministry  and  sole  con- 
iideDce,  as  outwardly  appeared,  both  with  the  King 
and  Duke :  and  Lord  Essex  told  my  brother  Sir 
John  Temple,  who  was  then  here,  that  he  had 
more  credit  with  the  King  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
Ministers,  or  any  m.an  in  England  :  but  the  refined 
Gotirtiers,  who  observe  countenances  and  motions, 
had  ho  opinion  of  it :  and,  soon  after,  Lord  Essex 
and  Hallifax,  upon  the  private  examination  of  an 
intrigue  I  could  never  make  any  thing  of,  nor 
thought  worth  my  enquiry,  which  was  commonly 
balled  the  Meal-tub  Plot,  took  such  a  distaste  at 
finding  themselves  mentioned  in  it,  and  yet  left  out 
of  the  secret  examinations  about  it,  that  the  Duke 
was  no  sooner  gone,  but  their  discontents  grew 
open  against  the  Court ;  my  Lord  Essex  left  the 
Treasury ;  Lord  Hallifax,  in  discourse  to  me,  com- 
mended  him  for  it,  and  told  me  his  resolution  to  go 
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down  into  the  country ;  afid  though  he  could  not 
plant  melons  as  I  did,  being  in  the  North,  yet  he 
would  plant  carrots  ^nd  cucumbers,  rather  than 
trouble  himself  any  more  about  public  affairs ;  and 
accordingly  he  went  down  to  Rufford.  To  their 
nearer  friends  I  heard  they  compls^ined,  that  they 
found  they  had  no  sound  part  in  the  King's  con- 
fidence or  the  Duke's ;  that  they  were  but  other 
mens  dupes,  and  did  other  mens  work ;  and  that, 
finding  no  meajsures  would  be  taken  for  satisfying 
and  uniting  the  kingdom^  they  would  have  no  more 
part  in  public  affairs. 

Upon  Lord  Essex's  leaving  the  Treasury,  Mr, 
*  Hyde  came  of  course  to  be  First  Commissioner  j 
and  he  and  Mr.  t  Godolphin  were  brought  into  the 
council ;  where  I  met  them  the  next  time  I  came, 
and  welcomed  theni>  as  two  persons  that  had  aU 
ways  been  my  friends,  and  agreed  with  nje  in  all 
my  opinions  and  measures  about  affairs  abroad, 
wherein  only  we  had  been  conversant  in  our  com- 
jnerce,  either  at  Nimeguen,  the  Hague,  or  at  home, 
These  two  joined  in  confidence  with  Lord  Sunder- 
land ;  and  the  other  two  Lords  being  in  discon* 
tent  or  absent,  and  I  keeping  at  home  both  upon 
my  resolution  and  inclination,  these  three  were 
esteemed  to  b&  alone  in  the  secret  and  manage- 
ment of  the  King's  afl&,irs,  and  looked  upon  as  the 
Ministry. 

October  came  on,  wherein  the  Parliament  was 
to  meet.  The  Duke  was  in  Flanders :  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth  in  Holland :  Lord  Shaftesbury  enr 
deavoured  to  inflame  the  reckoning  of  the  late 
ponduct  and  counsels  against  the  sitting  of  the 
Parliament,  and  to  set  afoot  petitions  in  case  they 
^id  not  sit :  the  Ministers  were  not  able  to  stand 

*  Afterwards  Earl  of  Rochester, 
f  Afterwards  £arl  of  Godolphin^ 
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the  opening  of  the  Parliament;  and  so  a  short 
prorogation  was  expected  some  days  before  that 
appointed  for  their  assembly,  I  had  not  been  ^t 
Court  or  Council  in  a  month  or  six  weeks ;  when, 
being  recovered  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,  I  came  to 
town,  and  went  to  Lord  Sunderland,  talked  to  him 
of  my  several  arrears  in  the  Treasury,  desired  his 
help,  which  he  promised  with  great  kindness,  and 
went  with  me  to  the  King,  where  we  proposed  and 
agreed  the  way  of  my  satisfaction.  The  King 
seemed  very  kind  to  me,  but  neither  one  or  the 
Other  of  them  said  a  word  to  me  of  any  public 
business*  From  the  King's  chamber  we  went  to 
the  council,  where  I  expected  nothing  but  such 
common  things  as  I  knew  had  passed  for  a  good 
while  before ;  and  so  all  passed,  till  I  thought  the 
council  was  ending,  when  the  King  after  a  little 
pause  told  us,  that  upon  many  cousiderations, 
which  he  could  not  at  present  acquaint  us  with, 
he  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  longer  prorogation 
than  he  had  intended  of  the  Parliament :  that  he 
had  considered  all  the  consequences,  so  far  as  to 
be  absolutely  resolved,  and  not  to  hear  any  thing 
that  should  be  said  against  it :  that  he  wpuld  have  it 
prorogued  till  that  time  twelvemonth ;  and  charged 
my  Lord  Chancellor  to  proceed  accordingly. 

All  at  council  were  stunned  at  this  surprising 
resolution,  and  the  way  of  proposing  it,  except 
those  few  that  were  in  the  secret;  and  they  thought 
fit  to  be  silent,  and  leave  the  thing  wholly  upon 
his  Majesty :  several  others  rose  up,  and  would 
have  entered  into  the  reasonings  and  consequences 
of  it,  but  the  King  would  not  hear  them,  and  so 
all  debate  ended.  After  which  I  rose,  and  told  the 
King,  that  as  to  the  resolution  he  h£|,d  taken,  I 
would  say  nothing,  because  he  was  resolved  tp  hear 
no  reasoning  upon  it ;  therefore  I  would  only  pre- 
sume to  offer  him  my  humble  advice  as  to  the 
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course  of  his  future  proceedings  j  which  was,  that 
his  Majesty  in  his  anairs  would  please  to  make  use 
6f  some  council  or  other,  and  allow  freedom  to 
their  debates  and  advices;  after  hearing  which^ 
his  Majesty  might  yet  resolve  as  he  pleased :  thafc 
if  he  did  not  think  the  persons  or  number  of  this 
present  council  suited  with  his  affairs,  it  was  in  his 
power  to  dissolve  them,  and  constitute  another  of 
twenty,  of  ten,  or  of  five,  or  any  number  he  pleased, 
4nd  to  alter  them  again  when  he  would ;  but  to 
make  counsellors  that  should  not  counsel,  I  doubt- 
ed whether  it  were  in  his  Majesty's  power  or  no, 
because  it  implied  a  contradiction ;  and,  so  far  as 
I  had  observed  either  of  former  ages  or  the  pre- 
sent, I  questioned  whether  it  was  a  thing  had  been 
practised  in  England  by  his  Majesty's  predeces- 
sors, or  were  so  now  by  any  of  the  present  Princes 
of  Christendom :  and  therefore  I  humbly  advised 
him  to  constitute  some  such  council  as  he  would 
think  fit  to  make  use  of  in  the  digestion  of  his 
great  and  public  affairs. 

His  Majesty  heard  me  very  graciously,  and 
deemed  not  at  all  displeased  with  any  thing  I  had 
6aid  J  nor  any  other  person  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Council,  but  most  very  much  to  approve  it :  yet, 
after  the  council  was  up,  my  Lord  Sunderland 
came  to  me,  told  me,  he  was  never  so  surprised  as 
at  what  I  had  said,  and  expected  it  sooner  £rom 
any  man  in  England  than  me :  that  whatever  reso- 
lutions had  been  taken  about  my  btisiness  in  the 
Treasury,  he  was  sure  nothing  should  be  done.  I 
replied,  that,  if  he  liked  not  what  I  said,  he  should 
have  prevented  it,  by  telling  me,  before  I  came  to 
council,  what  was  intended  to  be  done ;  which  if 
I  had  known,  I  woufld  not  have  been  there,  no  more 
than  I  had  been  so  long  before  t  and  that,  if  my 
debt  would  not  be  paid,  I  must  live  the  best  I  could 
without  it. 
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Not  long  before,  the  Prince  of  Orange  writ  me 
word,  how  much  he  found  the  Duke  unsatisfied 
with  me,  upon  the  belief  that  it  was  I  had  given 
the  Prince  those  impressions  and  sentiments  which 
he  had  upon  the  common  affairs  of  Christendom  j 
whereas,  he  could  say  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was 
he  had  given  me  mine,  and  should  never  change 
his  own  till  he  were  convinced  d^ avoir  tor/ [of  being 
in  the  wrong] :  however,  that  he  thought  fit,  out 
of  friendship  to  me,  to  give  me  this  advice. 

I  was  now  in  a  posture  to  be  admirably  pleased 
with  having  no  part  in  public  affairs :  the  Duke 
Unsatisfied  with  me  of  late ;  the  Duke  of  Mon* 
mouth  and  Lord  Shaftesbury  from  the  very  first ; 
Lord  Essex  and  Hallifax  out  of  all  commerce  with 
me  upon  what  had  passed ;  great  civility  from  the 
other  Ministers,  but  no  communication ;  and  the 
King  himself,  though  very  gracious,  yet  very  re- 
served. Upon  all  this,  and  the  melancholy  prospect 
of  our  distractions  at  home,  and  thereupon  the 
disasters  threatening  abroad :  but  chiefly  upon  my 
own  native  humour,  born  for  a  private  life,  and 
particular  conversation  or  general  leisure ;  I  re- 
solved to  give  over  all  part  in  public  afiairs,  and 
came  no  more  either  to  Court  or  Council  in  a 
month's  time, which  I  spent  chiefly  in  the  country. 

In  this  time  the  Lord  Russel,  Lord  *  Cavendish, 
Sir  H.  Capel,  and  Mr.  Powle,  distasted  at  the  late 
prorogation,  as  well  as  at  the  manner  of  it,  and  pre- 
tending to  despair  of  being  able  to  serve  the  King 
any  longer,  in  a  conduct  of  affairs  so  disagreeable 
to  the  general  humour  of  the  people,  went  to  the 
King  togethier,  and  desired  his  Majesty  to  excuse 
their  attendance  any  more  upon  him  at  council^ 
which  the  King  very  easily  consented  to.  Lord 
Salisbury,  Lord  Essex,  and  Lord  Hallifax  seemed 

*  Afterwards  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
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to  have  taken  the  same  resolution,  though  not  in 
so  much  form.  Upon  which  I  thought  it  might  be 
a  great  prejudice  to  his  Majesty's  affairs,  to  be  left 
by  so  many  at  once :  and  that,  if  I  wholly  gave 
pver  at  the  same  time,  it  would  look  like  entering 
into  a  faction  with  persons  who  were  only  dis- 
pleased  with  the  present  scene  upon  hopes  of  en- 
tering soon  upon  another,  which  was  no  part  of 
xny  thoughts  or  designs.  Therefore  I  resolved  to 
go  again  to  council,  to  shew  I  had  not  herded  with 
those  that  had  left  it ;  and  that  my  leaving  it  too 
might  not  occasion  3ome  m^ns  greater  distastes  at 
the  government. 

In  the  intermission  I  had  made,  my  wife,  con* 
tinning  her  commerce  with  my  Lady  Sunderland, 
had  met  my  Lord  there ;  who,  taking  no  notice  of 
what  had  passed  between  us,  asked  her  how  I  had 
proceeded  in  my  business  of  the  Treasury,  and 
whether  I  needed  his  help,  which  he  offered  with 
great  friendliness  if  I  had  occasion.    When  I  came 
up  to  town,  and  went  the  first  time  to  council ; 
after  it  was  done,  J  went  to  Lord  Sunderland,  told 
him  w^hat  regards  towards  his  Majesty  had  made 
me  come  up,  and  gave  him  thanks  for  his  offers  to 
my  wife :  I  found  hiip  returned  to  his  first  temper 
towards  me ;  entered  into  common  affairs,  but  alT 
ways  with  professions  of  my  resolutions  to  retire, 
and  my  thoughts  of  a  journey  into  Italy,  which  X 
had  long  promised  the  Great  Duke,     I  lived  on 
with  my  Lord  Sunderland  in  all  kindness,  though 
not  confidence,which  was  now  wholly  between  him, 
and  Mr.  Hyde,  and  Mr.  Godolphin,     I  made  use 
of  his  offers,  and  by  hjs  help  came  to  an  issue  in  the 
most  difficult  point  of  my  business  in  the  Treasury, 
The  second  time  I  was  at  council,  after  my  re* 
turn  from  Sheen,  my  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  he 
was  to  say  something  to  me  from  the  King,  and  de- 
sired we  might  meet  after  council  was  up.    I  w^nt 
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to  his  Iddgings,  where  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Coventry  being  absolutely  resolved  to  part 
with  his  place,  and  the  King,  having  found  I  had 
long  declined  it,  had  now  thoughts  of  consenting 
to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's  coining  into  it  upon  a  bar- 
gain with  the  Secretary ;  but  that  the  King  would 
do  nothing  in  it  without  first  letting  me  know  his 
thoughts ;  and  asked  whether  I  had  any  thing  to 
say  upon  it.  I  made  no  stop  in  the  world,  but  told 
his  Lordship  that  the  King  could  do  nothing  for 
me  that  I  would  take  kinder  than  this ;  that  I  had 
several  times  pressed  his  Majesty  to  a  new  choice, 
and  once  offered  to  name  some  to  him  that  I  knew 
were  fit  for  it ;  that  I  had  resolved  against  it  so 
long,  that  his  Majesty  had  no  reason  to  remember 
any  of  his  engagements  to  me,  how  voluntary  so- 
ever ;  but,  that  he  was  pleased  to  do  it,  was  the 
most  obliging  in  the  world;  and  I  was  resolved 
immediately  to  go  and  make  him  my  acknowledg- 
ments. I  did  so ;  they  were  extremely  well  taken, 
the  King  used  me  with  great  kindness,  and  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  came  into  the  ofiice. 

I  passed  the  winter  in  town,  though  with  much 
indisposition ;  going  sometimes  to  the  council,  and 
sometimes  to  the  foreign  committee,  but  not  fre- 
quently to  either,  and  meddling  very  little  with 
any  thing  that  passed  there ;  unless  it  was  what 
concerned  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  which  happened 
to  be  then  hot  upon  the  anvil ;  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  and  council  of  that  kingdom  having  trans- 
mitted several  acts  over  to  the  council  here,  both 
of  grace  and  supplies,  in  order  to  a  Parliament  to 
be  held  in  Ireland.  This  brought  Lord  Essex  again 
into  play,  after  so  much  discontent  and  so  little  at- 
tendance for  several  months  at  council :  but  his 
eye  and  heart  had  ever  been  bent  upon  his  return 
to  the  government  of  Ireland ;  which  made  him 
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steer  all  by  that  compass,  and  pursue  Court  or  po* 
pular  humour^  as  he  tnought  either  likeliest  to  nir- 
ther  that  end.  Whenever  the  Irish  acts  came  into 
council,  he  was  sure  to  be  there;  first  raising 
twenty  difficulties  in  the  particular  acts,  and  ar- 
raigning not  only  the  prudence  but  common  sense 
of  the  Lord'Lieutenant  and  council  there:*  then 
arguing  against  the  assembling  a  Parliament  in 
that  kingdom ;  and  at  last  introducing  Sir  Jsunes 
Sheen  to  make  proposals  of  increasing  the  King's 
revenue  there  near  eighty  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
upon  a  new  farm  to  himself  and  the  company  he 
offered  to  be  joined  Inrith  him :  a  farm  indeed,  as  it 
was  drawn  up,  not  of  the  revenue,  but  of  the  crown 
of  Ireland. 

This  scheme  was  ever  supported  by  Lord  Essex, 
and  ever  opposed  by  me  with  more  sharpness  than 
was  usual  to  me  upon  any  debates ;  because  I  had 
found  out  the  cheat  of  the  whole  thing,  which  Lord 
Essex  had  set  pn  foot  as  a  great  master-piece  of 
that  cunning,  which  his  friends  used  to  say  was 
his  talent,  and  was  one  for  which  of  all  other  ta- 
lents I  had  ever  the  greater  aversion.  The  short 
of  this  stc»y  was,  I^rd  Essex  had  a  mind  to  be 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  to  hinder  any  Parlia- 
ment being  called  till  be  came  to  the  govemmMi 
He  saw  himself  out  at  Court ;  and  the  hopes  of 
getting  in  by  his  interest  in  Parliament,  now  de- 
byed  by  the  prorogation  longer  than  he  could 
stay :  he  projects  th^  farm  with  Sir  James  SheeOf 
and  by  him  offers  it  to  Mr.  Hyde,  with  the  advan- 
tages mentioned  to  the  King's  revenue ;  but  agrees 
with  Sir  James,  that,  if  the  bait  were  swallowed, 
he  should,  upon  the  conclusion  of  alt,  declare  thai 
he  and  his  company  were  ready  to  perform  all  the 
conditions  agreed  on ;  buit  could  not  do  it  unless 
my  I-iord  Essex  might  be  sent  over  Lieutenant  of 
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Ireland ;  without  which  the  condition  of  that  king- 
dom  could  never,  be  settled  enough  for  such  ad« 
vantages  to  the  King's  service  and  revenue. 

This  I  knew  under  secrecy  from  a  confident  of 
Sir  James  Sheen,  who  had  told  himself  this  whol^ 
project,  and  the  paces  intended. 

Mr.  Hyde,  who  was  at  the  head  of  all  matters 
concerning  the  King's  revenue,  had  received  this 
new  proposal,  and  embraced  it  very  warmly ;  whe- 
ther prevailed  upon  by  the  specious  show  of  so 
great  increases  m  the  revenue,  or  by  some  new 
measures  growing  between  him  and  Lord  Essex 
in  ether  affairs,  I  never  could  determine ;  but  such 
a  patronage  at  council  gave  strength  to  the  de* 
bates,  being  little  opposed  but  by  Sir  Lionel  Jen- 
kins  and  me,  who  laid  the  matter  so  bare,  that  it 
drew  out  into  length  that  whole  spring ;  and  the 
King  joined  wholly  with  me  in  the  opinion  of  the 
thing,  and  so  far,  thatch  en  it  was  come  to  council 
or  committee,  his  Majesty  sent  particularly  to  me 
to  be  there^ 

In  the  midst  of  these  agitations,  the  Duke  came 
over  out  of  Flanders,  and  resolution  was  taken  for 
his  going  into  Scotland.  I  was  extremely  con- 
cerned for  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  had  fallen 
into  danger  of  the  con^quences  threatened  by  these 
intrigues  and  pursuits,  smer  the  most  sensible  blow 
that  could  be  given  him,  by  the  death  of  his  *  son; 
and  wa&  both  of  an  age  and  merits  to  expect  no 
more  reverses  of  fortune,  after  so  many  as  he  had 
run  through  in  the  course  of  his  loyalty.  I  saw 
Mr.  Hyde  violently  bent  upon  Sir  James  Sheen^s 
imaginary  project,  and,  I  doubted,  with  somd  pique 
to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  partiality  to  Lord 
Essex.  The  King  seemed  to  grow  weary  of  so 
much  pursuit ;  and  Lord  Simderland  was  indiffer- 

*  The  Earl  of  Oesory. 
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ent  in  the  thing:  so  that  I  resolved  to  try  if  I  could 
not  engage  the  Duke  to  support  the  Duke  of  Or-- 
mond ;  and  the  second  time  I  was  with  his  High-* 
ness,  after  his  coming  to  Court,  I  fell  into  this 
whole  business  and  the  consequences  of  it,  and  laid 
open  the  secret  of  the  thing.  The  Duke  seemed 
very  favourable  to  Lord  Essex,  and  more  indiffer- 
ent to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  than  I  expected;  which 
made  me  fall  very  freely  into  the  character  of  them 
both,  which  the  Duke  seemed  at  last  to  allow  with 
the  distinction  they  deserved,  and  professed  to  de- 
sire the  Duke  of  Ormond  should  be  continued; 
though,  if  he  were  removed  at  any  time,  he  still 
seemed  to  think  Lord  Essex  the  fittest  to  succeed 
him.  But  I  found,  some  days  afler,  by  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins,  that  his  Highness  had  been  very  glad  to 
find  me  so  fixed  in  that  business  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  and  that  he  would  give  him  what  support 
he  could. 

Upon  the  motions  of  this  affair,  I  grew  into  more 
attendance  upon  his  Majesty,  and  more  commerce 
both  with  Lord  Sunderland  and  Mr.  Hyde ;  with 
whom  I  always  lived  very  well,  though  we  differed 
so  much  in  opinion  upon  this  Irish  business.  But 
continuing  still  my  resolutions  of  winding  myself 
out  of  all  public  business ;  and  to  that  end  talking 
oflen  to  them  of  my  design  to  make  a  journey  to 
Florence,  both  upon  occasion  of  my  health  and  pro- 
mise ;  they  both  proposed  to  me,  if  I  had  a  mind 
to  go  into  a  hot  country,  to  go  into  Spain,  and  do 
it  with  a  character  from  the  King,  who  was  likely 
to  have  affairs  there ;  rather  than  make  a  journey 
like  young  gentlemen,  only  to  see  the  country.  I 
told  them  how  unwilling  I  was  to  charge  myself 
again  with  the  ceremonies  and  fatigue  of  an  em- 
bassy; or  to  run  again  the  hazard  I  had  done  so 
often  already,  of  being  undone  by  those  employ, 
ments:  that,  if  I  could  resolve  on  it,  I  did  not  see 
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what  affairs  the  King  could  have  in  Spain,  whilst 
he  had  such  as  he  seemed  to  have  at  present  in 
England;  nor  could  I  see  what  use  any  leagues  or 
measures  abroad  could  be  to  him,  unless  some  union 
at  home  would  enable  him  to  support  them.     This 
conversation,  however,  was  often  renewed  between 
us  J  and  at  last,  I  found  out,  that  to  prepare  for  a 
good  session  of  Parliament  next  winter,  the  Mi- 
nisters were  resolved  upon  all  measures  that  might 
conduce  towards  it  during  the  summer ;  and,  as  one 
of  the  chief,  were  resolved  to  send  Ministers  to 
Spain,  Denmark,  and  other  of  the  confederates, 
and  enter  with  them  into  the  strictest  measures  for 
the  common  defence  against  the  power  of  France. 
I  found  the  Ministers  were  mighty  earnest  to  en- 
gage me  in  this  embassy,  as  believing  my  charging 
myself  with  it  would  give  a  general  opinion,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  of  our  sincerity  m  the  thing. 
The  King  spoke  to  me,  and  seemed  very  desirous 
of  my  undertaking  it.     I  defended  myself  a  good 
while,  having  indeed  no  opinion  the  thing  had  a 
good  root,  or  that  the  appearance  of  it  would  have 
the  effect  hoped  for,  upon  the  next  meeting  of  Par- 
liament :  but  at  last  I  brought  it  to  this  point,  that 
I  would  not  charge  myself  with  going  to  make  the 
intended  alliance  in  Spain ;  but,  if  the  King  should 
think  fit  to  conclude  it  here  with  the  Spanish  Am- 
bassador upon  terms  of  mutual  satisfaction,  I  would 
be  content  to  go  and  cultivate  it  in  Spain.     This 
was  done  by  the  Ministers ;  the  King  declared  me 
his  Ambassador-extraordinary  at  Madrid;  I  passed 
my  privy-seal,  received  my  equipage,  and  spent  the 
latter  end  of  the  summer  in  the  preparations  for 
my  journey,  which  were  in  a  manner  finished  about 
the  middle  of  September ;  when  the  King  told  me, 
that  since  the  Parliament  drew  so  near,  and  so 
much  depended  upon  it  of  all  that  concerned  him 
either  abroad  or  at  home,  he  was  resolved  to  have 

VOL.  II.  2  N 


i46  Mem&iHfr&iH  tkd  Pedce  in  idlQ, 

m^  stsLy  at  lea^t  th6  o^istiiftg  <tf  itj  by  irhich  W6 
khould  judg^  df  the  further  progte^^ 

Ff dm  what  iieeds  the  didcotitettts  atid  viokttt  wo- 
ceeditig^  df  thk  laiM  li^didn  gi'ex^i  I  have  tdM  id;- 
tetidy ;  but  by  what  mdtidn^  and  degrees  tb^y  emui^ 
to  stieh  a  height  is  another  story^  atid  may  haV6  bad 
§om6  f ddt3  Whifch  I  did  not  didcdvet  j  but  what  I 
obsei'ved  wa&  this.  After  the  Duke'i*;  t^tmn  ifttd 
J'landerai,  he  had  the  King's  leave  to  ddttie  0V6f 
agaiii  in  Sdme  iftdnth&.  The  l)uke  of  Monmouth 
eame  back  out  of  Holland  without  leave,  and  m 
catne  not  to  Court ;  and  thereby  seemed  to  make 
himsdf  the  head  of  those  that  were  didcont^tedi 
either  with  the  Duke's  return^  or  the  intertoidslofl 
of  Parliament.  In  acting  this  nart  he  wa*  guided 
by  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  resolved  to  blow  up  tha 
fire  as  high  asi  he  dould  this  summer ;  so  as  to  makid 
the  ttddejirity  the  greater  of  the  Parliament  fitting 
at  the  time  appointed.  And,  because  boldnesfs 
iookd  like  Strength,  to  en^ourag^  his  party  with  dn 
opinion  of  both,  he  engaged  several  Lords^  taid 

among  them  Lord  Russel,  to  go  with  him  to  We&t-^ 

minstet-Hall  publicly,  and  theire,  at  the  KiagU 
Bench,  to  present  the  Duke  as  a  recusant*  Though 
the  matter  had  no  eonsequendes  in  the  formic  of 
the  Court ;  yet  It  had  a  general  bfae  upon  the  mind^ 
of  the  people,  and  a  strong  one  upon  the  passions 

of  all  those  persons  that  were  so  publicly  engaged 
in  this  bold  paceagaihst  the  Duke,  Which  Was  break- 
ing all  measures  with  him^  and  entering  into  the 
desperate  resolution  of  either  ruining  his  tiighuesd 
or  themselves :  and  I  found  it  had  a  great  effect 
upon  the  small  circle  of  my  acquaintance  or  ob-» 
aervation. 

Lord  Essex,  who  had  pursued  his  return  to  the 
government  of  Ireland  by  engines  at  Court  for  si^ 
months  past,  began  to  let  all  that  business  Of  Sir 
JameS  Sheen  cool^  and  to  reckon  upon  laying  a 
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surer  foundation  Tor  that  design,  from  the  credit 
he  intended  to  gain  in  the  approaching  Parliament. 
Upon  this  he  began  to  fall  into  new  commerce  with 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  told  him  in  these  shameless 
Words,  **  My  Lord,  if  you  will  come  in  to  us,  never 
trouble  yourself,  we  will  make  you  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland/'    The  way  to  this  return  was  to  oppose 
the  Duke*s  stay  here  upon  the  several  passages  he 
made,  but  chiefly  upon  that  before  the  session  of 
Parliament.    Lord  Hallifax,  though  be  fell  not  in 
with  Lord  Shaftesbury,  yet  was  ^ad  to  make  fair 
weather  against  the  Parliament  met,  by  his  oppod- 
tions  to  the  Duke.    Lord  Sunderland  was  struck 
with  the  boldness  of  the  Lords  presentment  in 
Westminster-Hall,  and  the  consequence  of  such 
tAtti  being  So  desperately  engaged  in  an  attempt 
wherein  they  were  like  to  be  seconded  by  tlie  hu- 
mour of  the  nation,  upon  the  alarms  of  popery ; 
which  made  him  conclude,  the  King  would  not  b& 
able  to  support  the  Duke  any  longer,  but  would  be 
forced  to  separate  his  interests  Kom  him  at  last : 
and  he  believed  the  King  himself  was  of  the  same 
mind.    Mr.  Godolphin  fell  into  the  same  thoughts 
with  Lord  Sunderland,  both  of  the  thing  itself,  and 
of  the  King's  mind  in  it :  so  as  upon  the  debate  in 
council,  concerning  the  Duke's  stay  or  going  back 
into  Scotland  before  the  Parliament  met,  these  four 
joined  absolutely  in  the  reasons  and  advices  for  his 
going  away;  and  though  tlie  rest  of  the  council 
were  generally  of  the  contrary  opinion,  yet  the 
King  fbll  in  with  these  four,  and  concluded  the 
thing,  against  the  Duke's  will  and  his  friends,  as  I 
have  been  told  t  for  daring  all  these  transactions  I 
was  in  the  country,  with  my  thoughts  and  prepa- 
rations wholly  turned  upon  my  Spanish  embassy ; 
and  I  was  the  willinger  to  be  there,  upon  the  re- 
solution I  had  long  been  fixed  in,  niever  to  enter 
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into  any  differences  or  personal  matters  between 
the  King  and  his  brother. 

The  Duke  went  away,  and  the  Parliament  be- 
gan, with  the  general  knowledge  of  so  many  great 
persons  having  appeared  so  publicly  against  his 
Highness  in  Westminster-Hall^  and  so  consider- 
able ones  in  the  Court  itself,  and  at  the  council- 
table  :  those  of  the  first  gang  fell  immediately  into 
the  cabals  of  Lords  and  Commons  who  framed  the 
Bill  of  Exclusion  ;  wherein  they  were  desperately 
engaged,  not  only,  as  they  professed,  upon  opinion 
of  national  ends,  but  likewise  upon  that  of  self-pre*- 
Bervation,  having  broken  irreparably  all  measures 
already  with  the  Duke:  the  generality  of  the  House 
of  Commons  were  carried,  parti j^  with  the  plausible- 
ness  of  the  thing,  calculated  m  appearance  only 
against  popery,  without  any  private  ends  as  was 

Setended ;  and  partly  with  the  opinion  of  the 
ing's  resolution  to  fall  into  it,  upon  the  observa- 
tion of  such  Lords  of  the  Court  having  engaged  so 
far  in  sending  away  the  Duke.  All  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth's  friends  drove  it  on  violently;  not 
doubting  he  would  lie  in  the  Duke's  place,  though 
n  provision  seemed  to  be  made  for  that  in  the 
forms  of  the  draught :  and  all  these  circumstances 
concurring,  made  so  violent  a  torrent  for  carrying 
on  this  bill,  as  nothing  could  resist,  or  any  ways 
divert ;  and  as  it  happens  upon  all  occasions,  the 
small  opposition,  made  by  two  or  three  men,  made 
the  violence  the  greater. 

Besides  these  general  circumstances,  there  were 
two  more  particular  and  personal,  that  seemed  to 
me  to  have  great  influence  upon  the  House:  one 
was  Lord  Russel  setting  himself,  almost  with  af* 
fectation,  at  the  head  of  this  affair ;  who  was  a  per- 
son in  general  repute  of  an  honest  worthy  gentle- 
man, without  tricks  or  private  ambition,  and  who 
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was  known  to  venture  as  g£esit  a  stake  perhaps  as 
any  subject  of  England,  The  other  was  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones  entering  upon  it  so  abruptly  and  so  de- 
sperately as  he  did,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  first  day 
he  came  into  the  House  (at  least  I  have  been  told 
so,  for  I  was  not  there),  which  was  some  time  after 
the  session  began,  having  been  engaged  in  a  dis<« 
puted  election.  And  this  person  having  the  name 
of  the  greatest  lawyer  of  England,  and  commonly 
of  a  very  wise  man;  besides  this,  of  a  very  rich,  and 
of  a  wary  or  rather  timorous  nature ;  made  people 
generally  conclude  that  the  thing  was  certain  and 
safe,  and  would  at  last  be  agreed  on  all  parts,  what- 
ever countenance  were  made  at  Court. 

The  bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was 
carried  up  by  Lord  Russelto  the  House  of  Lords ; 
as  I  think,  for  I  was  not  there  at  the  House.  But, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  met  with  another  kind  of 
reception.  The  King  was  resolved,  and  declared 
against  the  bill:  and  though  Lord  Shaftesbury, 
Lord  Essex,  and,  as  I  remember,  about  fifteen  more, 
were  violently  for  it;  yet  the  rest  of  the  House  were 
firm  and  positive  against  it;  among  whom  Lord 
Hallifax  appeared  most  in  the  head  of  all  debates ; 
and  so  it  was,  after  long  contest,  absolutely  thrown 
out.  This  enraged  the  House  of  Commons ;  and, 
having  failed  of  the  only  thing  they  seemed  to  have 
at  heart,  made  them  fall  upon  persons ;  engage  first 
in  the  pursuit  of  Lord  Stafford  to  the  block,  upon 
the  score  of  the  plot ;  and  then  in  addresses,  either 
upon  general  discontents  in  the  public  affairs,  or 
upon  common  fame  against  particular  men. 

During  the  whole  proceedings  of  this  session  of 
Parliament,  I  played  a  part  very  impertinent  for  a 
man  that  had  any  designs  or  ambitions  about  him; 
but  for  me  who  had  none  (and  whose  head  was  fixed 
either  upon  my  embassy  into  Spain,  or  upon  my 
absolute  retirement)  the  only  one  wherein  J  could 
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have  satisfied  myself.    As  I  never  entered  into  pub^ 
lic  business  by  m^  own  choice  or  pursuit,  but  aU 
ways  called  into  it  by  the  King  or  his  Ministers ; 
so  1  never  made  the  common  use  of  it,  by  ever  ask-- 
ing  either  money ,  lands^  or  honour  of  his  Majesty; 
though  I  have  been  often  enough  urged  to  it  by 
my  friends,  and  invited  by  so  great  degrees  of  con- 
iSdence  and  favour,  as  I  have  stood  in  with  hi^ 
Majesty  both  often  and  long.     I  never  had  my 
heart  set  upon  any  thing  in  public  af&ire,  but  the 
happine^  of  my  country,  and  greatness  of  the 
Crown :  and,  in  order  to  that,  the  union  of  both^ 
by  which  alone,  I  thought  both  could  be  atchieved. 
W  hen  I  fell,  first  into  despair  of  this,  I  fell  first  into 
a  distaste  o£  all  public  affiiirs ;  which  has  been 
iwurished  by  a  course  of  such  accidents  and  turns 
of  Court,  and  pei^onal  inconstancies  or  infidelities, 
aa  I  have  related.     By  what  means  I  came  to  be 
so  long  engaged,  as  to  see  this  session  of  P^ia» 
ment,  I  have  told ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  told,  the 
vexation  and  trouUe  which  the  c(^rse  of  it  gave 
me.     I  Icnew  very  well,  that  all  the  safety  of  Man^ 
ders  and  Holland  depended  upon  the  union  of  his 
Majesty  with  his  Paiiiaraent,  which  might  enable 
him  to  make  such  a  figure  in  Christendom,  as  die 
Crown  of  England  has  done,  and  ought  always  to 
do.     The  Dutch  had  sent  over  Monsieur  Van 
Lewen  to  make  both  Court  and  country  sensible  of 
this  necessity  that  Christendom  was  in  ;  and  how 
much  all  would  lie  at  the  mercy  of  France,  from 
the  day  they  saw  the  hopes  of  it  fail.     The  HcMise 
of  Commons  met,  with  such  a  bent  upon  what  they 
thought  the  chief  of  then-  home  concerns,  that  the 
name  of  any  thing  foreign  woidd  not  be  allowed 
^mong  them ;  nay,  the  mention  of  Spanish  leagues, 
alliances  with  Holland,  and  measur^es  intended  by 
the  King  with  other  confederates,  were  iapghed  at, 
as  Court-tricks,  and  too  stale  to  pass  any  more. 


They  Ml  downright  ujppQ  ^  point  ipi^ipcijWe,  whi<^ 
vaisf  the  Bill  pf  Ex(?lu &ipi)  $  #»d  in  default  of  that, 
upoa  he»t^  against  the  goywnm^^t  fl^nd  the  Ml»i- 
aters,  »ot  witliout  some  ^ap<?ii|g  at  tjie  King.  TW^ 
WM  rtfcuroed  with  heat^at  Ourt  by  tha*e  Ministews 
that  were  ohie%  touched  j  which  wer^  l-ord  HaJU 
Ufax,  who,  by  a  sudden  t^rn,  whereof  J  knp^r  j^p 
secoufit,  bad  9i  the  beginning  of  th/^  ^epsiLpn  fallen 
into  the  open  defence  of  the  puke's  inter^tsj  ^nd 
Mr.  Hyde,  who,  by  his  relp^tion  to  the  Duke,  and 
by  his  education  whoUy  at  Co»rt,  wa$  ever  reckon- 
ed upon,  as  well  as  found  tP  b^,  first  in  that  point.. 
Though  I  did  not  find  by  them,  that  they  thought 
it  would  be  to  much  puqjose;  only  they  promised 
to  agree  with  the  King  upon  the  draught  of  wrm 
expedients  in  the  case,  which  Lord  Hallifax  ha4 
charged  himself  with,  and  should  be  chaf ged  with 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  during  the  heats  of  the 
Commons, 

For  my  own  part,  so  soon  gs  J  saw  the  bent  of 
thfi  House  of  dommons,  the  yiplence  with  which 
it  was  carried,  and  the  distractions  it  was  like  to 
engage  the  kingdom  in,  at  ^  time  they  were  i^o  little 
in  season ;  I  gave  over  first  all  hopes,  and  then  aU 
thoughts  upoo  so  unpleasant  a  theme.  In  the 
i»usiness  of  the  bill  I  never  meddled,  nor  so  much 
as  reasoned  either  in  or  out  pf  the  House ;  having 
4e£lar£id  my  opinion  to  tiie  King  and  bis  Ministers^ 
timt  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  oppose  it  there ;  nor 
£»r  the  King  to  take  notice  of  the  Commons  addresp 
upon  it,  further  than  to  let  them  know,  th^t  whea- 
fiver  any  bills,  or  any  addresses  upon  things  of  that 
Bjiure,  were  brought  to  him  from  both  Hou^s, 
he  wotild  answer  t^iem^  By  this  means  I  thought 
th€  King  was  sure  of  his  end ;  for  the  biU  would 
/Bertainly  fall  jis  often  as  it  cftme  into  the  House  <rf 
Lords ;  and,  if  he  should  be  forced  to  break  the 
Parliament,  it  would  be  better  done  upon  invinci- 
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not  how  it  could  be  a  fault,  more  than  in  a  pmnt  of 
manners  neither,  or  the  hometinessi  of  expression. 

That  which  completed  my  resolution  oi  reeesf 
from  all  public  business,  was  to  find,  as  I  thought* 
very  plainly,  that  both  parties,  who  could  agree  in 
nothing  else,  yet  did  it  in  this  one  point,  of  bring? 
ing  things  to  the  last  extremity.  Lord  Shaftesbury 
and  his  party  thought  the  points  of  popular  discoo<- 
tents  and  petitions,  or  at  least  that  of  th^  King's 
wants,  would  at  last  bring  the  Court  to  their  mercy 
in  one  Parliament  or  oth^n  Those  Ministers,  who 
were  past  all  measures  with  the  House  of  Com«- 
mons,  thought  there  was  no  way,  but  by  their  heats» 
to  bring  the  King  to  a  dislike,  and  th<ef  eby  to  a  dis- 
use of  Parliaments.  And  by  this  likewise  the  Duke's 
interest  seemed  at  present  only  to  ba  secured*  So 
that,  where  both  parties  consented  in  dividing  to 
extremity  pn  each  side,  no  man  could  think  any 
longer  of  uniting;  nor  consequently  to  see  the 
Crown  in  such  a  posture  as  1  had  ever  wished  it, 
and  for  our  neighbours  sakes  as  well  as  our  own. 

I  found  this  yet  more  evident  at  the  last  debatesL 
during  my  assistance  at  the  foreign  committee, 
concerning  the  answer  his  Majesty  should  retuni 
to  the  repeated  addresses  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
relating  to  the  Bill  of  Exclusion.  I  was  of  opinioa 
it  should  be,  that,  when  both  Houses  agreed  upon 
an  address  to  this  purpose,  he  would  give  them  aa 
answer ;  but  till  then  would  suq>end  it,  and  not 
«end  a  positive  answer  to  one  House  upon  so  weighs 
ty  an  occasion,  which,  &r  aught  he  knew,  might 
be  contrary  to  the  sense  r^  the  other.  By  diis  me^as 
lie  would  be  secure  from  the  necessity  of  any  direct 
breach  with  the  Comnuins ;  sin^e  he  knew  weU 
enough,  the  Lorda  would  not  consent  to  the  julr 
dress.  And,  if  the  Parliament  came  to  be  dissol- 
ved, it  were  better  for  the  King  it  should  break 
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upon  difSsrences  between  the  two  Houses,  than  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  tham.  For  this  would  givp 
the  nation  an  opinion,  that  he  was  resolved  to  live 
without  Parliaments  hereafter;  which  might  en- 
danger perhaps  our  p^ace  at  home,  but  would 
however  ruin  the  hopes  of  our  neighbours  abroad, 
who  had  no  other  oi  defending  themselves  against 
France,  but  by  the  power  of  England :  that,  if  this 
Parliament  broke  upon  disputes  or  differences  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  it  might  yet  be  expected 
he  would  call  another,  and  perhaps  a  third,  and 
agree  with  some  of  them,  by  which  alone  he  could 
be  great  and  safe  both  at  home  and  abroad.  For  it 
was  between  the  King  and  his  Parliament,  as  be- 
tween the  mountain  and  Mahomet,  who  told  the 
people  what  miracles  he  would  do  when  he  was  at 
the  top  of  the  mountain ;  and  to  that  purpose  he 
would  on  such  a  day  call  it  to  him ;  he  did  so,  but 
the  mountain  would  not  come  j  whereupon  he  said, 
that,  if  the  mountain  would  not  come  to  Mahomet, 
he  would  go  to  the  mountain ;  for  unless  they  both 
met,  no  wonders  could  be  done.  The  King  seem- 
ed pleased  with  all  I  said,  and  with  the  comparison ; 
but  those  of  the  committee,  that  were  chief  in  the 
private  measures  taken  at  this  time,  were  for  a  po- 
sitive answer  to  be  given  the  House  of  Commons^ 
let  tbem  take  it  how  they  pleased ;  and  according- 
ly tbis  was  resolved. 

However,  all  these  considerations  or  interests 
could  not  move  the  King  to  dissolve  this  Parlia- 
ment,  without  calling  another  at  the  same  time  to 
meet  at  Oxford  in  the  spring.  Whereupon,  the 
heads  of  the  university  at  Cambridge  sent  to  me, 
^o  know  whether  I  intended  to  stand  again  for  that 
election :  I  went  to  the  King  to  acquaint  him  with 
it,  and  know  his  pleasure  what  answer  I  should  re- 
turn them :  be  seemed  at  first  indifferent,  and  bid 
me  do  what  I  would :  but  when  I  said  I  was  very 
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indifferent  too,  and  would  do  in  it  what  his  Ma- 
jesty liked  best ;  he  said,  in  a  manner  kind  and  fa- 
miliar, that,  considering  how  things  stood  at  this 
time,  he  doubted  my  coming  into  the  House  would 
not  be  able  to  do  much  good ;  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  as  well  for  me  to  let  it  alone ;  which  I 
said  I  would  do. 

When  I  left  the  King  I  went  to  my  Lord  Sun- 
derland, and  told  him  what  had  passed ;  who  took 
this  as  the  first  certain  sign  of  his  Majesty's  having 
fixed  his  resolution,  and  leftoff  all  thoughts  of  agree- 
ing with  his  Parliaments,  and  of  his  having  taken 
his  measures  another  way,  for  the  supply  of  his  trea- 
sures in  the  ill  condition  they  were  in.  He  knew 
very  well,  that,  during  the  last  session,  the  King  had 
always  told  me,  that  he  was  resolved  to  propose 
some  expedients  to  the  Houses,  upon  which  he  had 
hopes  they  might  agree :  that  he  had  ordered  Lord 
HsJlifaxto  draw  them  up,  and  had  bid  me  reserve  my 
credit  in  the  House  for  that  occasion :  and  that,  if 
there  were  any  thoughts  of  agreeing  with  the  next 
Parliament,  the  King,  he  was  sure,  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  me  in  the  House.  He  said  upon 
it,  in  some  passion,  that  he  now  gave  all  for  gone, 
and  that  he  must  confess  I  knew  the  King  better 
than  he  had  done ;  and  so  we  parted. 

Within  few  days,  employed  wholly  in  my  do- 
mestic concerns,  and  in  order  to  the  remove  I  in- 
tended, I  left  the  town  and  went  to  Sheen :  from 
whence  I  sent  the  King  word  by  my  son,  that  I 
would  pass  the  rest  of  my  life  like  as  good  a  sub- 
ject as  any  he  had ;  but  that  I  would  never  meddle 
any  more  with  any  public  affairs ;  and  desired  his 
Majesty  would  not  be  displeaised  with  this  resolu- 
tion. The  King  very  graciously  bid  him  tell  me> 
that  he  was  not  angry  with  me,  no  not  at  all, 

I  had  not  been  above  a  week  at  Sheen,  when  my 
Lady  Northumberland  (who  lived  then  at  Sionj^ 
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came  to  my  closet  one  morning,  and  told  me,  that, 
the  day  before,  my  Lord  Sunderland,  my  Lord  Es- 
sex's names,  and  mine,  were  struck  out  of  the  coun- 
cil ;  which  was  the  first  word  I  heard  of  any  such 
thing ;  and  upon  which  I  neither  made  any  reflec- 
tions nor  enquiries ;  though  many  others  seemed 
much  to  wonder,  and  enquired  of  me  what  could 
be  the  reason  of  my  beingjoined  with  the  other  two 
Lords,  whose  proceedings  had  been  very  different. 
My  Lord  Sunderland  was,  during  the  late  ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  fallen  under  a  great  displeasure 
of  his  Majesty;  and  into  an  outrageous  quarrel  with 
Lord  Hallifax,  The  last  happened,  not  only  upon 
their  dividing  in  the  businesses  of  the  Parliament 
and  council,  but  likewise  upon  Lord  Sunderland's 
entering  into  new  commerce  and  measures  with 
Lord  Shaftesbury ;  as  my  Lord  Hallifax  told  me, 
and  which  I  should  not  have  otherwise  known ;  for, 
if  there  were  any  such  commerce.  Lord  Sunderland 
had  made  it  a  secret  to  me ;  as  knowing  too  well 
the  aversion  I  always  had  for  that  Lord,  and  the 
whole  course  of  his  proceedings  in  all  public  af- 
fairs. But  Lord  Sunderland  told  me  another  rea- 
son of  the  quarrel  between  him  and  Lord  Hallifax ; 
which,  he  said,  broke  out  the  same  night  a  debate 
arose  at  council  concerning  an  address  of  the  House 
of  Commons  against  Lord  Hallifax,  wherein  Lord 
Sunderland  had  been  of  opinion,  the  King  should 
not  yield  to  it.  But,  after  council.  Lord  Hallifax 
went  to  Lord  Sunderland's  lodgings,  where  they 
fell  into  discourse  of  what  had  passed ;  and  Lord 
Sunderland  told  him,  that  though  he  had  given  his 
opinion  at  council  as  he  thought  became  him ;  yet, 
if  such  an  address  should  ever  be  made  asainst  him- 
self, he  would  certainly  desire  leave  of  the  King  to 
retire,  as  a  thing  that  would  be  for  his  service. 
Upon  this  Lord  Hallifax  fell  into  such  a  passion, 
that  be  went  out  of  the  room,  and  from  that  time 
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they  hardly  lived  in  any  common  dvility  wheriB 
they  met. 

The  refiners  thought  Lord  Hallifax,  who  saw 
himself  topped  by  Lord  Sunderland's  credit  and 
station  at  Court,  resolved  to  make  this  sudden  turn 
of  falling  in  widi  the  Kins,  upon  the  pmnt  then  in 
debate  about  the  Bill  of  Exclusion^  wherein  he 
found  the  King  steady^  and  that  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land would  lose  himself  J  so  that,  falling  into  con- 
fidence with  the  Kins  upon  such  a  turn,  he  should 
be  alotle  chief  in  the  Ministry,  without  competitm*. 
At  least  the  reasoners  on  this  matter  could  find  no 
other  ground  for  such  a  change  in  Lord  Hailifax'g 
course,  after  what  he  had  so  long  steered,  and  so 
lately  in  having  been  the  chief  promoter  ^  the 
Duke's  being  sent  away  to  Scotland  just  before  the 
meeting  of  th^  Parliament. 

The  King's  quarrels  to  my  Lord  Sunderland,  as 
far  as  I  could  oDserve,  were  chiefly  two :  firsts  bin 
Voting  in  the  Lords  House  for  the  Bill  of  Exclu- 
eion,  not  only  against  jthe  King's  mind,,  but  against 
his  express  command ;  which,  for  a  person  actually 
in  his  service,  and  in  such  a  post  as  Secretary  cf 
State,  seemed  something  extraordinary.  And  I 
remember,  when  I  spoke  to  him  of  it,  as  What  the 
King  must  resent,  and  what  I  was  confident  he 
Would  be  steady  in,  he  told  me  it  was  too  late,  for 
his  honour  was  engaged,  and  he  could  not  break 
it.  The  other  was  a  memorial,  sent  over  by  Mr^ 
Sidney,  the  King's  envoy  at  the  Hague,  and  given 
him  by  the  Pensioner  Fagel,  representing  the  aad 
consequences  abroad,  of  his  Majesty's  not  agree*^ 
ing  with  his  Parliaments ;  the  danger  of  his  allies^ 
and  of  the  Protestant  religion ;  and  thereupon^ 
though  not  directly,  yet  seeming  to  wish  that  the 
King  would  not  break  with  them,  though  it  were 
even  upon  the  point  of  the  Bill  of  Exclusion.  This 
was,  as  I  remember,  the  substance;  for  I  never 
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heard  a  Word  of  it,  cither  before  or  after  its  being 
received  at  the  foreign  committee ;  where  I  was  a$ 
much  surprised  at  it  as  any  one  there^  but  had  not 
the  same  thoughts  of  its  original,  as  I  find  some 
other  of  the  Lords  had.  For  they  believed  it  a 
thing  directed  and  advised  from  hence ;  and,  in  a 
word,  by  Lord  Sunderland  to  Mr.  Sidney  his  uncle^ 
as  a  matter  that  would  be  of  weight  to  induce  the 
King  to  pass  the  bill.  But  besides  that.  Lord  Sun« 
derland  protested  to  me,  after  council,  that  he  knew 
fiothifig  of  it  till  he  received  a  copy  from  Mr.  Sid- 
ney, who  sent  the  original  to  the  other  secretam 
I  thought  he  could  not  understand  the  King  so  ill, 
as  to  believe,  that  would  be  a  motive  to  him  to  pass 
the  bill,  or  that  it  could  have  any  other  effect  than 
to  anger  him  at  the  Dutch,  for  meddling  in  a  mat- 
ter that  was  domestic,  not  only  to  the  nation,  but 
to  the  Crown.  Besides,  I  observed  the  style  to  be 
of  one  that  understood  little  of  our  constitution^  by 
several  egressions  in  the  paper ;  whereof  one  was, 
why  the  King  should  not  prevent  such  consequen- 
ces, when  he  might  do* it  par  un  trait  de  plume  [by 
A  stroke  with  a  pen] ;  which  shewed,  the  author 
thought  our  acts  of  Parliament  had  been  passed  by 
the  King's  signing  them^ 

This^  and  the  whole  cast  of  it,  made  me  believe 
it  certainly  came  from  the  Pensioner  Fagel ;  a  mail 
ef  great  piety  and  zeal  in  his  religion,  mightily  don- 
cerned  for  all  he  thought  would  endanger  it;  and 
besides,  of  great  warmth  and  suddenness  in  pursu- 
ing any  thought  that  posseissed  him.  However, 
the  King,  as  well  as  some  of  the  committee^  be^ 
^  lieved,  this  was  of  my  Lord  Sunderland's  fbrge  j 
and  that  many  of  the  heats  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  been  encouraged andraised  to  such  height 
by  his  seeming  to  favour  them  j  which,  they  might 
think,  he  would  not  do  unless  he  believed  the  King 
would  at  length  comply  with  them^ 
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Tliese,  I  suppose,  were  the  reasons  of  the  reso* 
lution  taken  at  Court  to  remove  Lord  Sunderland, 
both  from  the  Secretary's  office  and  the  Council. 
What  made  my  Lord  Essex  be  joined  with  him  is 
a  great  deal  more  obvious ;  having  ever  since  meet- 
ing of  the  Parliament  run  up  in  the  greatest  heights 
and  nearest  measures  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
and  Lord  Shaftesbury,  both  in  the  Bill  of  Exclu- 
sion, and  all  other  matters  where  he  intervened,  ei- 
ther in  debates  of  Parliament  or  of  Council  j  either 
concerning  the  bill,  or  several  addresses  against 
Ministers.  How  I  came  to  be  joined  with  these 
two  Lords,  by  the  King's  ordering  our  names  to 
be  struck  out  of  the  council-book  at  the  same  time, 
I  neither  know,  nor  could  ever  give  any  reason,  un- 
Jess  it  were,  what  was  commonly  guessed,  of  my 
being  a  friend  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  or  of  my 
Lord  Sunderland,  with  whom  I  had  a  very  long  ac- 
quaintance, and  of  our  families,  as  well  as  personal. 
For  the  first,  I  could  think  it  no  crime,  considering 
how  little  that  Prince  had  ever  meddled,  at  least 
to  my  knowledge,  in  any  domestic  concerns  of  his 
Majesty,  during  all  that  passed  since  the  first  heats 
in  Parliament  here,  though  he  had  been  extreme 
sensible  of  the  consequences  they  were  like  to  have 
upon  all  his  interests,  and  nearest  concernsat  home; 
which  were,  the  preservation  of  Flanders  from  the 
French  conquest,  and  thereby  of  Holland  from  fall- 
ing by  sudden  treaties  into  an  absolute  dependance 
upon  that  Crown. 

I  can  give  no  other  reason,  unless  it  were,  that 
as  my  Lord  Salisbury  had  been  struck  put  some 
days  before,  upon  his  having  declared  at  council, 
that  he  would  come  there  no  more ;  so  his  Majesty 
and  his  Ministers  might  think,  that  upon  my  hav- 
ing taken  the  same  resolution  as  to  that,  and  all 
public  affairs,  though  signified  only  in  private  to 
his  Majesty,  and  with  au  the  good  manners  that 
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.  '  tiotild  be ;  yet  it  would  be  better  for  the  King*s  af- 
fairs, that  I  should  be  known  to  be  put  out  of  the 
council  than  to  have  quitted  it  of  myself. 

Nor  was  this  resolution  of  mine  taken  in  any 

heaty  or  rashly,  but  upon  the  best  considerations 

: .  ^.and  knowledge  I  had  gained,  both  of  the  world, 

.  *  .V^nd  of  myself :  by  which  I  found,  as  Sancho  did  by 

./;  .•;  governing  his  island,  that  he  was  not  fit  to  govern 

ij\y^''^;^stiiy  thing  but  his  sheep :  so,  by  serving  long  in 

^^V*  /..  .Courts,  or  public  affairs,  I  discovered  plainly,  that 

-;    \:^^'i  was,  at  my  age,  and  in  the  present  conjunctures, 

•  *  .   '*  fit  for  neither  one  nor  the  other. 

•  I  considered  the  world  in  the  present  posture  of 
^  ;.  afiairs  both  abroad  and  at  home :  I  knew  very  well 
.    '  *  the  great  designs  of  France,  whereof  the  plan  was 
*  drawn  ]by  Cardinal  Richelieu,  for  the  conquest  of 
*  -  ^  ^Flanders,  and  that  part  of  Germany  which  lies  on 
.\r  :  this  side  of  the  Rhine :  how,  upon  this  view,  he  had 
-    'seized  Lorrain,  and  engaged  in  a  war  with  Spain : 
^how  he  practised  the  Dutch  into  a  treaty  for  the 
[envision  of  Flanders  between  them,  till  the  States 
soon  found  the  false  pace  they  had  made  by  an 
'[    ' ;  jjagreement  to  share  with  the  lion,  who  thereupon 
&•* :  :''^ould  be  soon  master,  both  of  the  prey  and  of  them. 
;Vf'  •.  aSereupon  they  broke  off  this  confederacy  on  the 
'•  '  .s;jftittdden,  quitted  the  French  in  the  midst  or  so  great 
^  .<3uccess,  and  had  hereby  almost  occasioned  the  ruin 
^  ;of  the  French  army  at  Tirlemont.     I  knew  by  tra- 

•  *  '    dition  from  a  noble  family,  how  that  Cardinal  had 

sent  a  private  embassy,  to  endeavour  the  same  mea- 

:        sures  with  King  Charles  the  First,  or  at  least  for  his 

being  passive  in  their  conquest  of  Flanders.    How 

that  King  had  refused  the  first ;  and,  being  press* 

ed  upon  the  other,  had  answered  resolutely,  and 

bid  him  tell  the  Cardinal,  that  he  would  never  suf. 

ijfer  the  conquest  of  Flanders ;  and  if  the  French  at- 

.  tempted  it,  he  would  march  himself  in  person  to  de- 

:  fend  it.    Upon  this  answer,  the  Cardinal  replied  to 
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the  gentleman  that  brought  iU  Ua-ftl,  ditf  par 
Dieu  il  me  le  pay  era  Men  [Did  he  say  so  ?  by  G — d 
m  make  him  pay  dear  for  it];  and  therefore  en** 
tered  immediately  into  practices  with  some  discon- 
tented nobles  of  Scotland  then  at  Paris ;  sent  over 
two  hundred  thousand  pistoles  to  othera  in  that 
kingdom,  and  gave  thereby  a  beginning  to  the  first 
troubles  that  were  raised  there.  From  which  time, 
the  business  of  France  has  ever  been  to  foment  all  - 
diyisjions  of  England,  whose  interestthey  saw  would  . 
^e,  ever  to  cross  their  great  design.  However,  Car- 
dinal Mazarin,  after  having  surmounted  hia  own 
dangers  in  France,  and  the  difficulties  incident  to 
a  mmprity,  pursued  the  plan  left  him  by  his  pre- 
decessor :  and  by  his  measures  taken  with  Crom- 
well, and  the  assistance  of  an  immortal  body  of  six 
thousand  brave  English,  which  were  by  agreement 
to  hei  continually  recruited,  he  made  such  a  pro- 
gress in  Flanders,  that  Cromwell  soon  found  the 
balance  turned^  and  grown  too  heavy  on  the  French 
side:  whereupon  he  dispatched  a. gentleman  pri- 
vately to  Maarid,  to  propose  there  a  change  or  hi^v 
treaty  with  France  into  one  with  Spain,  by  which 
he. would  draw  his  forces  over  into  tlieir  serviieest 
aiid  make  them  ten  thousand  to  be  continually  re-, 
cryited,  upon  condition  their  first  aption  should  be 
to  besiege.  Calais,  and,  when  taken,  to  put  it  into 
hi^  hands.    The  gentleman  sent  upon  this  errand, 
was  past  the  Pyrenees  when  he.  was  overtaken  by 
the  nei^s  of  Cromwell's  death ;  whereupon  Maza- 
yiri,  having  not  only  lost  his  strongest  support  in 
Flanders,  but  observed  how  that  design  would 
never  be  served  by  any  measures  he  could  take  in 
England,  however  it  should  be  governed^  by  the 
most  legal  or  most  usurped  powers,  he  resolved  up- 
on a  peace  with  Spain  -,  and  made  it  at  the  Pyre- 
nees, against  the  general  sense,  both  of  the  chief 
persons  in  the  Court  and  the  army,  but  partictdar- 
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ly  against  the  instances  of  Monsieur  De  Turenne,. 
who  engaged  himself  to  conquer  all  that  was  left 
of  Flanders  in  two  campaigns  more :  but  some  do- 
mestic reasons  prevailed  with  the  Cardinal ;  be- 
sides his  age  and  great  infirmities^  which  ended  his 
life  not  long  after  the  peace  was  made. 

The  present  King,  left  in  full  peace  with  all  his 
neighbours,  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  and  instruct- 
ed in  the  school  of  so  able  a  Minister,  began' to  pur- 
sue the  great  design^  by  the  three  paces  most  ne- 
cessary to  advance  it ;  which  were^  the  wise  ma- 
nagement of  his  revenue,  and  heaping  up  a  mass  of 
treasure :  the  increase  of  his  naval  force,  by  build- 
ing many  great  ships,  and  buying  others  from  the 
Dutch ;  and  by  the  purchase  of  Dunkirk  in  the  year 
1 66^,  without  whicn  he  could  not  have  aspired  to 
the  conquest  of  Flanders,  or  to  his  greatness  at  sea  j 
having  no  other  havea  upon  the  Channel :  after 
this,  by  fomenting  on  both  sides-  the  seeds  of  dis- 
sension between  us  and  the  Dutch,  which  were 
sprung  from  other  covered  roots.  He  Saw  us  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  Holland  in  1665,  and  with  such 
honour  and  successes^  that  the  Dutch  would  soon 
have  been  forced  to  a  pieace.  Had  not  France-  first 
assisted  them  at  land,  against  the  Bishop  of  Mun- 
ster ;  and  then  declared  war  against  us,  and  set  out 
his  fleet  for  assisting  .the  Dutch/  This  made  the 
war  more  equally  balanced,  and'  thereby  last  till 
France,  taking  aavantage  at  our  division,  invaded 
Flanders ;  and,  by  a  surprise  of  the  unprepared  Spa- 
niards, and  two  campaigns,  carried  the  thost  con- 
siderable frontier  places  on  both  sides ;  as'Doway, 
Lisle,  Tournay,  on  the  one  side ;  Charlerdy  aiid 
Aeth,  on  the  other ;  by  which  they  left  the  rest  of 
Flanders  at  the  mercy  of  another  campaign.  The 
Dutch  were  alarmed  at  these  successes  of  So 
mighty  a  neighbour  so  near  their  own  doors ;  and 
we  were  spited  at  the  French  having  declared  war 
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against  us  in  favour  of  HoUand,  contrary  to  our  ex- 
pectations ;  and  both  together  contributed  to  the 
peace  at  Breda  in  the  end  of  theyear  1667,  and  to 
our  leagues  with  Holland  with  the  triple  alliance 
in  1668,  for  defence  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands. 
Upon  our  peace  with  Holland,  France  stopped  their 
career  in  Flanders,  and  made  overtures  of  peace 
with  Spain ;  by  the  offer  of  an  alternative,  either  to 
retain  their  conquests  in  Flanders,  or  else  the  whole 
county  of  Burgundy.  We  and  Holland  forced  in 
Spain  to  accept  one  of  them ;.  and  the  Spaniards, 
spited  at  this  hardship  upon  them  from  neighbours 
who,  they  thought,  had  as  much  interest  as  they  to 

{)reserve  Flanders,  chose  the  worst,  which  was  to 
eave  the  frontiers  of  Flanders  in  the  French  hands, 
on  purpose  to  give  us  and  Holland  the  greater  jea- 
lousy of  France,  and  in  hopes  thereby  to  engage  us 
all  m  u  war  with  that  Crown.  And  upon  these 
terms  the  peace  was  made  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  in 
1668. 

After  this,  France  turned  all  their  counsels  to 
break  the  measures  between  us  and  Holland,  which 
gave  a  stop  to  their  great  design.  The  Dutch  were 
stanch ;  but  we  gaveWfty  by  the  corruption  of  our 
Ministers,  and  t&  French  practices  upon  the  dis- 
positions of  our  Court;  which  at  length  engaged 
us  in  a  joint  war  of  both  Crowns  upon  Holland  in 
1672,  to  the  amazement  of  all  men  both  abroad 
and  at  home,  and  almost  to  the  utter  ruin  pf  that 
State ;  tfll  the  Empire  and  Spain,  roused  by  the 
danger  of  Holland,  which  must  have  ended  in  that 
of  !l^anders,  and  all  the  German  provinces  on  this 
side  the  Rhine,  entered  boldly  into  the  war,  for 
the  asdstance  of  the  Dutch ;  which  gave  them 
some  breath,  and  carried  the  scene  of  war  into 
Flanders  and  Germany*  At  the  same  time,  the 
discontents  of  the  people  and  Parliament  at  the 
war,  and  the  necessity  of  declaring  it  against  Spain 
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&s  well  as  Holland,  if  we  continued  longer  in  it, 
prevailed  with  the  King  to  make  a  separate  peace 
with  Holland  in  1673,  and  to  offer  his  mediation 
to  all  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war;  which 
ended  in  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  and  at  last  in  a 
peace  there,  concluded  in  1678 :  whereby  a  fron- 
tier was  left  to  the  Spanish  Netherlands  on  the 
Brabant  side,  by  restitution  of  Aeth  and  Charleroy, 
to  satisfy  the  Dutch ;  but  all  that  remained  on  the 
side  of  Flanders,  after  the  peace  of  Aix,  as  Cam- 
bray.  Air,  St.  Omer,  with  many  others  taken  by 
France  in  the  last  war,  were  by  this  treaty  left  in 
their  possession ;  besides  great  pretences  by  depen- 
dencies, both  in  Flanders  and  Alsace ;  so  as  Flan- 
ders  was  left  at  their  mercy,  whenever  we  or  Hol- 
land should  abandon  its  defence.  And  finding 
both  nations  in  general  but  too  sensible  of  our  in- 
terest on  that  side,  the  councils  of  France  began 
new  practices  upon  our  Court,  wherein  they  were 
encouraged  by  our  factions,  and  the  necessities  of 
money,  into  which  they  had  drawn  the  King.    . 

These  were  the  progresses  which  France  had 
made  in  their  great  design,  by  two  wars,  and  two 
general  treaties  of  peace ;  whereof  that  at  Nime- 
guen seemed  more  victorious  than  their  arms  had 
been.  But  they  had  made  another,  yet  more  im- 
portant  than  either,  by  their  practices  upon  the 
Elector  arid  Chapter  of  Cologne,  having  gained 
thie  majority  of  voices  there  for  the  succession  of 
Prince  William  of  Furstemburg  to  that  principa- 
lity, whenever  the  present  Elector  should  fail,  who 
is  old  and  infirm,  and  has,  for  some  years  past,  de- 
ceived the  world  by  living  so  long.  Prince  Wil- 
liam, though  a  German,  yet  having  long  devoted 
himself  to  the  French  interests,  and  been  reftiged 
and  supported  by  that  Crown  against  the  indigna* 
tion  and  revenge  of  the  Emperor,  is  as  much  a 
Frenchman  as  any  bishop  of  that  kingdom ;  so  as. 
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whenever  he  comes  to  the  Electorate,  France  will 
be  absolute  master  of  that  principality;  and  there- 
by cast  shackles,  not  only  upon  the  other  Princes 
of  the  Rhine,  but  upon  Holland  too,  both  by  cut- 
ting off  their  trade  upon  the  Rhine,  and  by  bor- 
dering  upon  their  inland  provinces,  which  are  most 
exposed  and  hard  to  be  defended :  it  is  said  he  i6 
likewise  assured  of  the  Chapter  of  Liege,  in  favour 
of  the  same  Prince ;  which  if  true,  and  this  princi- 
pality fall  likewise  under  the  same  dominion,  upon 
the  death  of  the  present  Elector,  France  will  thfen 
surround  the  frontiers  of  Brabant,  and  cut  off  all 
commerce,  or  means  of  defence,  between  them  and 
Luxemburg;  that  they  will  not  have  above  the 
work  of  one  campaign  to  draw  the  net  over  the 
rest  of  Flanders,  and  reduce  all  the  great  cities 
there ;  after  which,  the  rest  must  follow,  and  there- 
by  Holland  be  left  to  take  what  measures  they  can 
with  France,  and  become  at  best  a  maritime  pro- 
vince to  that  Crown ;  though,  perhaps,  under  the 
name  of  a  free  State  (for  fear  of  dispeopling  their 
country),  but  with  such  dependance  as  wilT  leave 
France  the  use  both  of  their  ships  and  money, 
upon  occasion,  in  other  parts.  Whenever  this  hap- 
pens, what  condition  England  will  be  left  in,  upon 
such  an  increase  of  the  French  territory  and  land, 
as  well  as  naval  power,  is  easy  to  conjecture  ;  but 
hard,  how  it  can  be  prevented,  otherwise  than  by 
our  vigorous  conjunction  of  counsels,  as  well  as  in- 
terests, with  all  the  late  confederates ;  and  by  a 
firm  union  between  the  Court  and  the  nation  upon 
one  common  bottom,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
chiefly  for  the  preservation  of  Flanders  against  the 
French  designs. 

I  easily  discovered  how  fit  a  posture  vfJd  were  in 
to  engage  in  such  resolutions.  The  nation  divided 
into  two  strong  factions  with  the  greatest  heats 
and  animosities^  and  ready  to  break  out  into  vio* 
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lence  upon  the  first  occasion.  The  heads  on  both' 
sides  desiring  it,  as  grown  past  all  temper  or  cbm- 
posure.  The  King  involved  in  such  necessities  arid 
disorders  of  his  revenue,  as,  if  he  could  not  hope 
supplies  from  Parliaments,  would  throw  him  upon 
seeking  them  from  France ;  which  would  end  in 
such  measures  with  that  Crown,  as  would  leave 
them  at  liberty  to  pursue  their  great  design  by  new 
attempts  upon  their  neighbours ;  who,  without  the 
support  of  England,  must  give  way  either  by  weak 
dejfehces  or  submissive  treaties. 

Upon  the  survey  of  all  these  circumstances, 
conjunctures,  and  dispositions,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  I  concluded  in  cold  blood,  that  I  could  be 
of  no  further  use  or  service  to  the  King  my  Ma- 
sted and  my  country,  whose  true  interests  I  always 
thought  were  the  same,  and  would  be  both  in  dan- 
ger when  they  came  to  be  divided,  and  for  that 
reason  had  ever  endeavoured  the  uniting  them ; 
arid  had  compassed  it,  if  the  passions  of  some  few 
men  had  riot  Iain  fatally  in  the  way,  so  as  to  raise 
difficulties  that  I  saw  plainly  w^re  never  to  he  sur- 
mounted. Therefore,  upon  the  whole,  I  took  that 
firm  resolution,  in  the  end  of  the  year  1680,  and 
the  interval  between  the  Westminster  and  Oxford 
Parliaments,  never  to  charge  myself  more  with  any 
public  employments ;  but  retiring  wholly  to  a  pn- 
vate  life,  in  that  posture  take  my  fortune  with  my 
country,  whatever  it  should  prove :  which  as  no 
man  cad  judge,  in  the  variety  of  accidents  that  at- 
tend humari  affairs,  and  the  chances  of  every  day, 
to  which  the  greatest  lives  as  well  as  actions  are 
subject;  so  I  shall  not  trouble  myself  so  much  as 
to  conjecture :  Jata  viam  inveniant. 

Besides  all  these  public  circumstances,  I  consi- 
dered myself  in  my  own  humour,  temper,  and  dis- 
positions, which  a  man  may  disguise  to  others, 
though  very  hardly,  but  cannot  to  himself.    I  had 
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learned  by  living  long  in  Courts  and  public  afi&irs, 
that  I  was  fit  to  live  no  longer  in  either.  I  found 
the  arts  of  a  Court  were  contrary  to  the  frankness 
and  openness  of  my  nature ;  and  the  constraints 
of  public  business  too  great  for  the  liberty  of  my 
humour  and  my  life.  The  common  ana  proper 
ends  of  both  are  the  advancement  of  men's  for- 
tunes ;  and  that  I  never  minded,  having  as  much 
as  I  needed,  and,  which  is  more,  as  1  desired.  The 
talent  of  gaining  riches  I  ever  despised,  as  observ- 
ing it  to  belong  to  the  most  despisable  men  in  other 
kinds :  and  I  had  the  occasions  of  it  so  often  in 
my  way,  if  I  would  have  made  use  of  them,  that  I 
grew  to  disdain  them,  as  a  man  does  meat  that  he 
has  always  before  him.  Therefore,  I  never  could 
goto  service  for  nothing  but  wages,  nor  endure  to 
be  fettered  in  business  when  I  thought  it  was  to  no 
purpose.  I  knew  very  well  the  arts  of  a  Court  are, 
to  talk  the  present  language,  to  serve  the  present 
turn,  and  to  follow  the  present  humour  of  the 
Prince,  whatever  it  is :  of  all  these  I  found  myself 
so  incapable,  that  I  could  not  talk  a  language  I  did 
not  mean,  nor  serve  a  turn  I  did  not  like,  nor  fol- 
low any  man's  humour  wholly  against  my  own. 
Besides,  I  have  had,  in  twenty  years  experience, 
enough  of  the  uncertainty  of  Princes,  the  caprices 
of  fortune,  the  corruption  of  Ministers,  the  vio- 
lence of  factions,  the  unsteadiness  of  counsels,  and 
the  infidelity  of  friends;  nor  do  I  think  the  rest  of 
.my  life  enough  to  make  any  new  experiments. 

For  the  ease  of  my  own  life,  if  I  know  myself, 
it  will  be  infinitely  more  in  the  retired,  than  it  has 
bieen  in  the  busy  scene :  for  no  good  man  can,  with 
any  satisfaction,  take  part  in  the  divisions  of  his 
country,  that  knows  and  considers,  as  I  do,  what 
they  have  cost  Athens,  Rome,  Constantinople, 
Jlorence,  Germany,  France,  and  England^  nor 
<:aii  ,tbe  wisest  man  foresee  how  ours  will  end,  or 
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what  they  are  like  to  cost  the  rest  of  Christendom 
as  well  as  ourselves.  I  never  had  but  two  aims  in 
public  affairs ;  one,  to  see  the  King  great  as  he 
may  be  by  the  hearts  of  his  people,  without  which 
I  know  not  how  he  can  be  great  by  the  constitu- 
tions of  this  kingdom :  the  other,  in  case  our  fac- 
tions must  last,  yet  to  see  a  revenue  established 
for  the  constant  maintaining  a  fleet  of  fifty  men  of 
war,  at  sea  or  in  harbour,  and  the  seamen  in  con- 
stant pay  ;  which  would  be  at  least  our  safety  from 
abroad,  and  make  the  Crown  still  considered  in 
any  foreign  alliances,  whether  the  King  and  his 
Parliaments  should  agree  or  i}ot  in  undertaking 
any  great  or  national  war.  And  such  an  establish- 
ment I  was  in  hopes  the  last  Parliament  at  West- 
minster might  have  agreed  in  with  the  King,  by 
adding  so  much  of  a  new  fund  to  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds  a-year  out  of  the  present  customs. 
But  these  have  both  failed,  and  I  am  content  to 
have  failed  with  them. 

And  so  I  take  leave  of  all  those  airy  visions  which 
have  so  long  busied  my  head  about. mending  the 
world ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  all  those  shining 
toys  or  follies  that  employ  the  thoughts  of  busy 
men :  and  shall  turn  mine  wholly  to  mend  myself; 
and,  as  far  as  consists  with  a  private  condition, 
still  pursuing  that  old  and  excellent  counsel  of  Py- 
thagoras, that  we  are,  with  all  the  cares  and  en- 
deavours of  our  lives,  to  avoid  diseases  in  the  body, 
perturbations  in  the  mind,  luxury  in  diet,  factions 
in  the  House,  and  seditions  in  the  State. 
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A  Declaration  relating  to  the  Establishment  of  the 
new  Privt/'Councils  mentioned  page  511. 

At  the  Court  at  Whiteliall,  the  21st  April,  1679 : 

PRESENT,    . 

The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

His  Majesty  having  caused  the  Privy-Council  to 
meet  yesterday  extraordinary,  was  then  pleased  to 
order  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  to  read  to 
them  the  following  Declaration : — 

My  Lords,  ^ 

His  Majesty  hath  called  you  together,  at  this  time,  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  a  resolution  he  hath  taken  in  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  his  Crown  and  Government ;  and  which,  he  hopes, 
will  prove  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  and  advantage  to  his  king- 
doms in  all  affairs  hereafter,  b5th  at  home  and  abroad ;  and 
therefore  he  doubts  not  of  your  approbation,  however  you  may 
seem  concerned  in  it. 

In  the  first  place,  his  Majesty  gives  you  all  thanks  for  your 
service  to  him  nere,  and  for  all  tne  good  advices  you  have  given 
him ;  which  might  have  been  more  frequent,  if  the  great  num- 
ber of  this  council  had  not  made  it  unfit  for  die  secrecy  and  dis- 
patch that  are  necessary  in  many  great  af&irs.  This  forced 
him  to  use  a  smaller  number  of  you  in  a  foreign  committee,  and 
sometimes  the  advices  of  some  few  among  them  (upon  such  oc- 
casions) for  many  years  past.    He  is  sorry  for  the  Ul  success  he 
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has  found  in  this  course,  and  sensible  of  the  ill  posture  of  aflairs 
from  that  and  some  unhappy  accidents,  which  have  raised  great 
jealousies  and  dissatisfaction  among  his  good  subjects;  and 
thereby  lefl  the  Crown  and  Government  in  a  condition  too 
weak  for  those  dangers  we  have  reason  to  fear,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

These,  his.  Majesty  hopes,  may  be  yet  prevented  by  a  course 
of  wise  and  steady  counsels  for  the  future ;  and  these  kingdoms 
grow  again  to  make  such  a  figure  as  they  have  formerly  done  in 
tne  world ;  and  as  they  may  always  do,  if  our  union  and  con- 
duct were  equal  to  our  force.  To  this  end,  he  hath  resolved  to 
lay  aside  the  use  he  may  have  hitherto  made  of  any  single  Mi- 
nistry or  private  advices,  or  foreign  committees,  for  the  general 
direction  of  his  a£&irs :  and  to  constitute  such  a  Privy-Council, 
as  may  not  only,  by  its  number,  be  fit  for  the  consultation  and 
digestion  of  all  business,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  but  also  by 
the  choice  of  them,  out  of  the  several  parts  this  State  is  com- 
posed of,  may  be  the  best  informed  in  the  true  constitutions  of 
It,  and  .thereby  the  most  able  to  counsel  him  in  all  the  affiiirs  and 
interests  of  this  Crown  and  nation.  And,  by  the  constant  ad- 
vice of  such  a  council,  his  Majesty  is  resolved  hereafter  to  go- 
vern his  kingdoms ;  together  with  the  frequent  use  of  his  great 
council  of  Parliament,  which  he  takes  to  be  the  true  ancient 
constitution  of  this  State'and  Government. 

Now,  for  the  greater  dignity  of  this  council,  his  Majesty  re- 
solves their  constant  number  shall  be  limited  to  thirty ;  ana,  for 
their  greater  authority,  there  shall  be  fifteen  of  his  chief  offi- 
cen,  who  shall  be  privy-counsellors  by  their  places ;  and,  for 
the  other  fifteen,  he  will  choose  ten  out  of  the  several  ranks  of 
the  nobility,  and  five  commoners  of  the  realm,  whose  known 
abilities,  interests,  and  esteem  in  the  nation,  shall  reftder  them 
without  suspicion  of  either  mistaking  or  betraying  the  true  in- 
terest of  the  kingdom,  and  consequently  of  advising  him  ill. 

In  the  first  place,  therefore,  and  to  take  care  of  the  church, 
his  Majesty  will  have  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Bishop 
of  London  for  the  time  being.  And,  to  inform  him  well  in 
what  concerns  the  laws,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  one  of  the 
Lord  Chief  Justices.  For  the  navy  and  stores  (wherein  con- 
sists the  chief  strength  and  safe^  of  the  kingdom),  the  Admiral 
and  Master  of  the  Ordnance.  For  the  treasury,  the  Treasurer 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (or  whenever  any  of  these 
charges  are  in  commission,  then  the  First  Commissioner  to  serve 
here  in  ^eir  room) :  the  rest  of  the  fifteen  shall  be  the  Lord 
Privy-Seal,  the  Master  of  the  Hprse,  Lord  Steward,  and  Lord 
Chamberlain  of  his  Household,  the  Groom  of  the  Stole,  and  the 
two  Secretaries  of  State :  and  these  shall  be  all  the  offices  of  his 
kingdom  to  which  the  dignity  of  a  Frivy-Couns^llpr  shall  be  mi- 
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nexed.  The  others  his  Majesty  has  resolved,  and  hopes  he  has 
not  chosen  ill.  His  Majesty  intends,  besides,  to  haye  such 
Princes  of  his  blood,  as  he  shall  at  any  time  call  to  this  board, 
being  here  in  Court :  a  President  of  the  Council,  whenever  he 
shall  find  it  necessary:  and  the  Secretary  of  Scotland,  when 
any  such  shall  be  here.  But  these  being  uncertain,  he  reckons 
not  of  the  constant  number  of  thirty,  which  shall  never  be 
exceeded. 

To  make  way  for  this  Bew  council,  his  Majesty  hath  now  re- 
solved to  dissolve  this  f>ld  one;;  and  does  hereby  dissolve  it,  and 
from  this  time  excuses  your  further  attendance  here:  but  with 
his  repeated  thanks  for  your  service  hitherto,  and  with  the  as- 
surance of  his  satisfaction  in  vou,  so  far  that  he  should  not  have 
parted  with  you,  but  to  mase  way  for  this  new  constitution,' 
which  he  takes  to  be,  as  to  the  number  and  choice,  the  most 
proper  and  necessary  for  the  uses  he  intends  them*  And  as 
most  of  you  have  offices  in  his  service,  and  all  of  you  particular 
shares  in  his  favour  and  good  opinion,  so  he  desires  you  will 
continue  to  exercise  and  deserve  them,  with  the  same  diligence 
and  good  affections  that  you  have  hitherto  done ;  and  with  con- 
fidence of  his  Majesty's  kindness  to  you,  ^nd  of.  those  testimo-* 
nies  you  shall  receive  of  it  upon  other  occasions.    « 

Therefore,  upon  the  present  dissolution  of  this  council,  his 
Majesty  appoints  and  commands  all  those  officers  he  hath  named, 
to  attend  him  here  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  as  his- 
Privy-Council ;  together  with  those  other  persons  he  designs  to 
make  up  the  numbeir,  and  to  each  of  whom  he  has  abeady 
signed  particular  letters  to  that  purpose;  and  commands  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  see  them  issued  out  accordingly;  which  is 
the  form  he  intends  to  use,  and  that  hereafter  they  shall  be 
signed  in  council,  so  that  nothing  may  be  done  unadvisedly  in 
the  choice  of  any  person  to  a  charge  of  so  great  dignity  and  im- 
portance to  the  kingdom. 

And,  in  pursuance  thereof,  his  Majesty  did  this 
day  declare,  that  He  had  made  choice  of  the  se- 
veral persons  hereafter  named,  td  be  of  his  Privy- 
Council. 

His  Highness  iPrince  Rupert. 

Dr.  William  Sancroft,  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Heneage  Lord  Finch,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England* 

Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  Lord  President  of  the  Council. 

Arthur  JBarl  of  Anglesea,  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Christopher  Duke  of  Albemarle. 

James  Duke  of  Monmouth,  Master  of  the  Horse. 
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Henry  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

John  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland. 

James  Duke  of  Ormond,  Lord  Steward  of  the  Household. 

Charles  Lord  Marquis  of  Winchester. 

Henry  Lord  Marquis  of  Worcester. 

Henry  Earl  of  Arlington^  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Household. 

James  Earl  of  Salisbury. 

John  Earl  of  Bridgewater. 

Robert  Eurl  of  Sunderland,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Se- 
pcetaries  of  State.  .   . 

Arthur  Earl  of  Essex,  First  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

John  Earlof  Baih,  Groom  of  the  Stole. 

Thomas  Lord  Viscount  Falconberg. 

George  Lord  Viscotint  Hallifax. 

Henry  Lord  Bishop  of  London. 

John  Lord  Roberts^ 

Denzil  Lord  HoUis. 

William  Lord  Russel. 

William  Lord  Cavendish., 

Henry  Coventry,  Esq.  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State. 

Sir  Francis  ^orth,  Knt.  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas. 

Sir  Henry  Capell,.  Knight  of  the  Bath,  First  Commissioner  of 
the  Admiralty. 

Sir  John  Emley,  Knt.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  Thomas  Chicheley,  Knt.  Master  of  the  Ordnance. 

Sir  William  Temple,  oaronet, 

Edward.  Seymour,  Esq. 

Henry  Powle,  Esq. 

*  >    .  ^  * 

And  his  Majesty  commanded  such  of  them  as 
were  then  present  to  be  sworn,  and  to  take  their 
places  at  the  board  accordingly. 

The  Right  Honourable  Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury, who  was  by  his  Majesty's  special  command 
sworn  Lord  President  of  his  Majesty's  Most  Ho- 
nourable  Privy  Council,  took  his  place  at  the  board 
accordingly* 

His  Majesty  was  this  day  abo  pleased  to  ^edare^ 
that  he  intended  to  make 

Sir  Henry  Capell,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
Daniel  Finch,  Esq; 
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Sir  Thomas  Lee,  Baronet, 

Sir  Humphrey  Winch,  Baronet, 

Sir  Thomas  Meers,  Baronet, 

Edward  Vaughan,  Esq; 

Edward  Hales,  Esq; 
Commissioners  for  the  execution  of  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  who  shall  only 
attend  that  business. 

His  Majesty  was  also  pleased  to  declare,  that  he 
would  have  all  his  affiiirs  here  debated  freely,  of 
what  kind  soever  they  were ;  and  therefore  abso- 
lute secrecy. 

His  Majesty  was  also  pleased  to  declare,  that  he 
would  communicate  this  alteration  of  the  Council 
unto  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  a  few  words. 


The  expedients  mentioned  by  the  Author  in  page 
j527,and  some  other  parts  of  .these  Memoirs,  met 
no  success  in  the  House  of  Commons;  who,  upon 
the  Bill  of  Exclusion  being  thrown  outby  the  Lords, 
bad  several  other  expedients  offered  them,  by  some 
of  their  own  members,  but  could  not  fix  upon  any 
Ihat  were  thought  sufficient.    One  expedient  was, 
jtQ  ha ve^  a  bill  brought  in  for  the  association  of  all 
his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects;  another  was,  a 
bill  for  the  banishment  of  all  considerable  Papists 
put  of  England ;  a  third,  for  securing  frequent  Par* 
li^meuts.   It  was  likewise  proposed,  that  the  Prince 
of  Orange  should  be  .joined  in  the  Administration 
with  the  Duke,  upon  his  coming  to  the  Crown; 
with  sevreal  other  schemes,  whicn  all  proved  abor-* 
tive ;  ?o  that,  the  House  of  Commons  began  to  re- 
assume  the  thoughts  (of  the  Bill  of  Exclusion ;  to 
which  end  they  presented  an  Address,  December 
15th,  1 680.    The  King's  message,  in  answer  to  this 
Address,  January  4th,.  1680-81,  was  that  which  the 
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Author  was  commanded  to  carry  to  the  House,  as 
he  tells  us,  page  555.  And,  because  it  may  give 
the  reader  some  light  into  the  affairs  and  disposi- 
tions of  those  times,  the  address  and  the  King's 
answer  are  here  subjoined* 


The  humble  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  in  answer  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  upon  the  fifteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1680. 

May  it  please  your  most  Excellent  Majesty, 

We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  Commons  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled, 
have  taken  into  our  serious  consideration  your 
Majesty's  gracious  Speech  to  both  your  Houses  of 
Parliament  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  instant  Decem- 
ber ;  arid  do,  with  all  the  grateful  sense  of  faithful 
subjects,  and  sincere  Protestants,  acknowledge  your 
Majesty's  great  goodness  to  us,  in  renewing  the 
assurances  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  us  of  your 
readiness  to  concur  with  us  in  any  means,  for  the 
security  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  your  gra- 
cious invitation  of  us  to  make  our  desires  known 
to  your  Majesty. 

But,  with  gnef  of  heart,  we  cannot  but  observe, 
that  to  these  princely  offers  your  Majesty  has  hten 
advised  (by  what  secret  enemies  to  your  Majesty, 
and  your  people,  we  know  not)  to  annex  a  reser- 
vation, which,  if  insisted  on  in  the  instance  to  which 
alone  it  is  applicable,  will  render  all  your  Majesty's 
other  gracious  inclinations  of  no  effect  or  advan- 
tage to  us.  Your  Majesty  is  pleased  thus  to  limit 
your  promise  of  concurrence  in  the  remedies  which 
shall  be  proposed,  that  they  may  consist  with  pre- 
serving the  succession  of  the  Grown  in  its  due  and 


legal  course  of  descent :  and  we  do  humbly  inform 
your  Majesty,  that  no  interruption  of  that  descent 
has  been  endeavoured  by  us,  except  only  the  de- 
scent upon  the  person  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who, 
by  the  wicked  instruments  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
has  been  manifestly  perverted  to  their  religion. 
And  we  do  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty,  as 
the  issue  of  our  most  deliberate  thoughts  and  con- 
sultationa,  that  for  the  Papists  to  have  their  hopes 
continued,  that  a  Prince  of  that  religion  shall  suc- 
ceed in  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms,*  is  utterly  in- 
consistent with  the  safety  of  your  Majesty's  person, 
the  preservation  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the 
prosperity,  peace,  and  welfare  of  your  Protestant 
subjects. 

That  your  Majesty's  sacred  life  is  in  continual 
danger,  under  the  prospect  of  a  Popish  successor^ 
is  evident,  not  only  from  the  principles  of  those 
devoted  to  the  Church  of  Rome^  which  allow  that 
an  heretical  Prince  (and  such  they  term  all  Pro- 
testant Princes)  excommunicated  and  deposed  by 
the  Pope,  may  be  destroyed  and  murdered ;  but 
also  from  the  testimonies  given,  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  horrid  Popish  plot,  against  divers  traitors 
attainted  for  designing  to  put  those  horrid  princi- 
ples into  practice  against  your  Majesty. 

From  the  expectation  of  this  succession,  has  the 
number  of  Papists  in  your  Majesty's  dominions  so 
much  increased,  within  these  few  years,  and  so 
many  been  prevailed  with  to  desert  the  true  Pro- 
testant religion,  that  they  might  be  prepared  for 
the  favours  of  a  Popish  Prince,  as  soon  as  he  should 
come  to  the  possession  of  the  Crown :  and,  while 
the  same  expectation  lasts,  many  more  will  be  in 
the  same  danger  of  being  perverted. 

This  it  is  that  has  hardened  the  Papists  of  this 
kingdom,  animated andconfederatedby  their  priests 
anajesuitSj  to  make  a  common  purse,  provide  arms, 
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make  application  to  foreign  Princes,  and  solicit 
their  aid,  for  imposing  Popery  upon  us ;  and  all 
this  even  during  your  Majesty's  reign,  and  while 
your  Majesty's  government  and  the  laws  were  our 
protection. 

It  is  your  Majesty's  glon^  and  true  interest,  to 
be  the  head  and  protector  of  all  Protestants,  as  well 
abroad  as  at  home;  but,  if  these  hopes  remain, 
what  alliances  can  be  made  for  the  advantage  of 
the  Protestant  religion  andinterest,  which  shall  give 
confidence  to  your  Majesty's  allies  to  join  so  vigo- 
rously with  your  Majesty,  as  the  state  of  that  in- 
terest in  the  world  now  requires,  while  they  see  this 
Protestant  kingdom  in  so  much  danger  of  a  Popish 
successor;  by  whom,  at  the  present,  all  their  coun- 
sels and  actions  may  be  eluded,  as  hitherto  they 
have  been,  and  by  whom  (if  he  should  succeed) 
they  are  sure  to  be  destroyed? 

We  have  thus  humbly  laid  before  your  Majesty 
some  of  those  great  dangers  and  mischiefs  which 
evidently  accompany  the  expectation  of  a  Popish 
successor :  the  certain  and  unspeakable  evils  which 
will  come  upon  your  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects 
and  their  posterity,  if  such  a  Prince  should  inherit, 
are  more  also  than  we  can  well  enumerate. 

Our  religion,  which  is  now  so  dangerously  sha- 
ken,  will  then  be  totally  overthrown ;  nothing  will 
be  left,  or  can  be  found,  to  protect  or  defend  it. 

The  execution  of  old  laws  must  cease,  and  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  expect  new  ones.  The  most  sacred 
obligations  of  contracts  and  promises  (if  any  should 
be  given),  that  shall  be  judged  to  be  against  the  in- 
terest  of  the  -Romish  religion,  will  be  violated ;  as 
is  undeniable,  not  only  J^om  argument  and  expe- 
rience elsewhere,  but  from  the  sad  experience  this 
nation  once  had  on  the  like  occasion. 

In  the  reign  of  such  a  Prince  the  Pope  will  be 
acknowledged  supreme  (though  the  subjects  of  this 
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kingdom  have  sworn  the  contrary),  and  all  causes, 
either  as  spiritual,  or  in  order  to  spiritual  things, 
will  be  brought  under  his  jurisdiction* 

The  lives,  liberties,  and  estates  of  all  such  Pro- 
testants as  value  their  souls  and  their  religion  more 
than  their  secular  concernments,  will  be  adjudged 
forfeited. 

To  all  this  we  might  add,  that  it  appears,  in  the 
discovery  of  the  plot,  that  foreign  Princes  were  in- 
vited to  assist  in  securing  the  Crown  to  the  Duke 
of  York;  with  arguments  from  his  great  zeal  to 
establish  Popery,  and  to  extirpate  Protestants 
(whom  they  call  heretics)out  of  his  dominions;  and 
$uch  will  expect  performance  accordingly. 

We  further  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty,  in 
your  great  wisdom,  to  consider,  whether,  in  case 
the  Imperial  Crown  of  this  Protestant  kingdom 
should  descend  to  the  Duke  of  York,  the  opposi- 
tion, which  may  possibly  be  made  to  his  possessing 
it,  may  not  only  endanger  the  further  descent  in 
the  royal  line,  but  even  monarchy  itself. 

For  these  reasons, we  are  most  hijmble  petitioners 
to  your  most  sacred  Majesty,  that,  in  tender  com- 
miseration of  your  poor  Protestant  people,  your 
Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  depart  from 
the  xeservation  in  your  said  speech ;  and,  when  a 
bill  shall  be  tendered  to  your  Majesty,  in  a  parlia- 
mentary way,  to  disable  the  Duke  of  York  from 
inheriting  the  Crown,  your  Majesty  will  give  your 
royal  assent  thereto ;  and,  as  necessary  to  fortify 
and  defend  the  same,  that  your  Majesty  will  like- 
wise be  graciously  pleased  to  assent  to  an  acts 
whereby  your  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  may 
be  enabled  to  associate  themselves  for  the  defence 
of  your  Majesty's  person,  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  the  security  of  your  kingdoms. 

These  requests  we  are  constrained  humbly  ta 
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make  to  your  Majesty » as  of  absolute  necessity,  for 
the  safe  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  religion* 

Without  these  things,  the  alliances  of  England 
will  not  be  valuable,  nor  the  people  encouraged  to 
contribute  to  yout  Majesty's  service. 

As  some  further  means  for  the  pr^ervation  both 
of  our  religion  and  property,  we  are  humble  suitors 
to  your  Majesty,  that  from  henceforth  such  per- 
sons only  may  be  judges  within  the  kingdom  of 
England  and  dominion  of  Wales,  as  are  men  of 
ability,  integrity,  and  known  affection  to  the  Pro- 
testant  rdigion;  and  that  they  may  hold  both  their 
offices  and  salaries  Qtcamdiuseiene  gesserint:  That 
("several  deputy-lieutenantsand  j  ustices  (rfthe  peace, 
ntly  qualified  for  those  employments,  having  been 
of  late  displaced,  and  others  put  in  their  room  who 
are  men  of  arbitrary  principles,  and  countenancers 
of  Papists  and  Popery),  sach  only  may  bear  the  of- 
fice of  a  lord-lieutenant  as  are  persons  of  integrity 
and  known  affection  to  the  Protestant  religion: 
That  deputy-iieutenanits  and  justices  of  the  peaice 
may  be  also  so. qualified,  and  may  be  moreover 
men  of  ability,  of  estates,  and  interest  in  their 
counti:y : 

That  none  may  be  employed  as  military  officezs, 
or  officers  in  your  Majesty's  fleet,  but  men  of  known 
expeoence»  courage,  and  alfedtion  ito  the  Protestant 
religion. 

Inese  pur  humHe  requests  being  obtained,  we 
shall,  on  our  part,  be  ready  to  assist  your  Majesty 
for  the  preservation  of  Tangier,  and  for  putting 
yoizr  Majesty's  fleet  into  such  a  condition^  as  it 
may  preserve  your  Majesty's  sovereignty  of  the 
seas,  and  be  for  the  defence  of  the  nation. 
.  If  your  Majesty  hath,  or  sbail  make  any  neces- 
sary alliances,  for  defence  of  the  Protestant  neli- 
gion,  and  interest  and  secuiity  of  this  kingdom. 


this  House  will  be  ready  to  assist,  and  stand  by  your 
Majesty,  in  the  support  of  the  same. 

After  this  our  humble  answer  to  your  Majesty's 
gracious  speech,  we  hope  no  evil  instruments  what- 
soever shall  be  able  to  lessen  your  Majesty's  es- 
teem of  that  fidelity  and  affection  we  bear  to  your 
Majesty^s  service;  but  that  your  Majesty  will  al- 
ways retain  in  your  royal  breast,  that  favourable 
bpinion  ofus  your  loyal  Commons;  that  those  other 
good  bills,  which  we  have  now  under  considera- 
tion, conducing  to  the  great  ends  w^e  have  before 
mentioned;  as  also  all  laws  for  the  benefit  and  com- 
fort of  your  people,  which  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
be  tendered  for  your  Majesty's  royal  assent,  shall 
find  acceptance  with  your  Majesty. 

His  Majesty's  .gracious  message  to  the  Commons 

Charles  R. 

His  Majesty  received  the  address  of  this  Hiouse 
with  all  the  disposition  they,  could  wish  to  comply 
with  their  reasonable  desires ;  but,  upon  perusing  it, 
he  is  sorry  to  see  their  thoughts  so  wholly  fixed 
iipon  the  Bill  of  Exclusion,  as  to  determine  that  all 
other  remedies  for  the  suppressing  of  Popery  will  be 
ineffectual.  His  Majesty  is  confirmed  in  his  opjmion 
against  that  bill  by  the  judgment  of  the  House  <rf 
Lords,  who  rejected  it.  He  therefore  thinks  there 
remains  nothing  more  for  him  to  say^  in  answer  to 
the  address  of  this  House,  but  to  recommend  tp 
them  the  consideration  of  all  other  means  forthepre- 
servation  of  the  ProteiAaHt  religion ;  in  which  they 
have  IK)  reason  to  doubt  of  hfe  concurrence,  when- 
ever they  shall  be  presented  to  him  iii  a  parliamen- 
tary way :  and  that  they  would  consider  the  present 
state  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  isbe  condition  of 
Christendom,  in  ^uch  a  manner,  as  may  enable  him 
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to  preserve  Tangier,  and  secure  his  alliances  abroad, 
and  the  peace  and  settlement  at  home. 

But  this  answer  of  the  King's  was  so  far  from 
giving  satisfaction,  that  the  same  day  it  was  read 
in  the  House,  after  long  debate,  and  a  despair  of 
any  effectual  expedients,  the  Commons  came  to 
the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
that  there  is  no  security  nor  safety  for  the  Prote- 
stant  religion,  the  King's  life,  or  government  of  this 
nation,  without  passing  a  bill  for  disabling  James 
Duke  of  York  to  inherit  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
this  realm,  and  dominions  and  territories  thereunto 
belonging ;  and  to  rely  upon  any  other  means  and 
remedies,  without  such  a  bill,is  not  onlyinsuflScient, 
but  dangerous. 

Resolved,  That  his  Majesty  in  his  last  message 
having  assured  this  House  of  his  readiness  to  con- 
cur in  all  other  means  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Protestant  religion,  this  House  doth  declare.  That 
until  a  bill  be  likewise  passed  for  excluding  the 
Duke  of  York,  this  House  cannot  give  any  supply 
to  his  Majesty,  without  danger  to  his  Majesty's 
person,  extreme  hazard  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  unfaithfulness  to  those  by  whom  this  House  is 
intrusted. 

These  resolutions  were  followed  by  votes  of  ad- 
dresses against  several  persons;  and  the  heats  still 
increasing  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  King, 
three  days  after,  prorogued  the  Parliament,  and 
the  next  week  dissolved  it  by  proclamation. 

Page  549.  Sir  William  Jones  was  reputed  one  of 
the  best  speakers  in  the  House,  and  was  very  zea- 
lous in  his  endeavours  for  promoting  the  Bill  of  Ex- 
clusion. •  He  was  a  person  of  great  piety  and  vir- 
tue ;  and,  having  taken  an  affection  to  Sir  William 
Temple,  was  sorry  to  see  him  employed  in  the  de- 
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livery  of  so  unacceptable  a  message  to  the  House : 
the  substance  of  what  he  said  to  the  author  upon  it 
was  this :  that  "  for  himself  he  was  old  and  infirm, 
and  expected  to  die  soon :  hut  you,  said  he,  will 
in  all  probability  live  to  see  the  whole  kingdom  la- 
ment the  consequences  of  this  message  you  have 
now  brought  us  from  the  King/* 

Page  553.  What  the  author  spoke  in  the  House 
does  not  only  relate  to  the  business  of  Tangier,  but 
likewise  to  the  Bill  of  Exclusion,  which  was  then 
newly  thrown  out  by  the  Lords.  I  shewed  the 
speech  to  the  author,  who,  as  far  as  his  memory 
could  serve  him,  allowed  it  to  be  fairly  taken.  I 
think  it  very  worthy  of  the  author,  though  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  wholly  unpremeditate.  And 
since  part  of  it  relates  to  some  passages  in  the  Me- 
moirs, it  may  be  convenient  to  insert  it  here. 

Mr.  Speaker, 
This  debate  hath  more  of  weight  in  it  than  the 
business  of  Tangier.  I  think,  as  affairs  now  stand, 
the  most  part  of  Christendom  is  concerned  in  it, 
I  am  sure  all  the  Protestants ;  and  therefore  I  hope 
your  patience  will  hold  out,  to  have  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances  of  it  fairly  examined :  for  the  argu- 
ments that  have  been  offered,  in  the  consideration 
of  this  message,  have  enlarged  the  debate  further 
than  was  at  first  intended,  and  have  brought  the 
whole  state  of  the  nation,  in  some  measure,  before 
you,  instead  of  that  one  particular  business  of 
Tangier ;  so  that  now  what  resolve  you  make  will 
be  a  discovery  of  your  inclinations,  not  only  as  to 
what  you  intend  to  do  as  to  a  supply  for  Tangier, 
but  as  to  giving  money  for  alliances  and  all  other 
occasions ;  upon  which  result  the  good  or  bad  suc- 
cess of  this  Parliament  doth  depend.  As  to  Tan- 
gier, I  do  agree  with  that  worthy  member  that 
spoke  before  (though  many  are  of  a  different  opi- 
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nion)»  that  it  is  not  of  any  great  use  to  us,  upon 
the  account  of  any  advantage  we  shall  make  by  it. 
But  however,  I  think  it  is  very  well  worth  our  keep- 
ing, because  of  the  disadvantages  we  should  re- 
ceive by  it,  if  it  should  fall  into  the  hands  either 
of  the  Turk  or  Spaniard,  but  especially  the  French, 
who  will  not  only  be  thereby  enablea  to  fetter  us 
as  to  our  trade  in  the  Levant,  but  to  curb  also  all 
other  nations  whatsoever ;  and  be  such  an  addition 
to  the  too  great  power  he  hath  acquired  both  by 
sea  and  land  already,  that  I  am  of  opinion  we  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  how  we  weaken  the  security 
we  now  have,  that  it  shall  not  fall  into  his  hands. 
But  if  the  mole  and  the  town  could  be  blown  into 
the  air,  or  otherwise  reduced  into  its  first  chaos,  I 
think,  considering  the  charge  it  will  cost  keeping, 
England  would  not  be  much  the  worse  for  it ;  but 
to  move  you  to  consider  any  thing  about  that,  at 
this  time,  cannot  be  proper,  because  the  Moors 
have  so  besieged  it,  that  the  first  thing  that  must 
be  done,  whether  in  order  to  keep  it  or  destroy  it, 
is  to  beat  them  oflF,  by  some  speedy  supplies  which 
must  be  presently  sent ;  or  else  the  town,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  information  come  from  thence,  is 
like  to  be  lost«  And,  Sir,  I  think  this  single  con- 
sideration may  be  persuasive  to  move  you  to  give 
some  such  supply  as  may  be  precisely  necessary  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  this  place.  A  small 
sum  of  money,  in  comparison  of  what  this  House 
hath  formerly  given,  may  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  his 
Majesty's  expectation,  and  secure  the  place  too. 
But  I  must  confess,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  consideration 
of  Tangier  that  makes  me  press  you  to  it,  but  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  Protestants  abroad.  Sir,  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  serve  his  Majesty  in  some 

i)ublic  employments,  and  by  that  means  may  be  a 
ittle  more  sensible  of  the  state  of  affitirs,  in  refe- 
rence to  our  neighbours,  than  others  may  bej 
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leaving  not  only  had  the  advantage  of  information, 
but  was  under  a  necessity  of  using  my  best  endea- 
vours  to  get  a  true  account  of  them.  Sir,  I  am 
confident  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  this  Par- 
liament ;  and  not  only  the  Protestants  abroad,  but 
many  Catholic  countries  (who  stand  in  fear  of  the 
power  of  France),  do  think  themselves  as  much 
concerned  in  the  success  of  this  Parliament  as  this 
House ;  and  will  be  as  much  perplexed  to  hear  any 
ill  news  thereof.  This,  Sir,  as  well  as  the  necessi- 
ties of  our  affairs  at  home,  make  me  trouble  you  at 
this  time,  to  desire  you  to  be  careful  what  you  do, 
that  we  may  not  occasion  in  his  Majesty  any  dis- 
like to  this  House.  Whatever  you  do  as  to  the 
business,  of  money  for  Tangier,  I  pray.  Sir,  let 
there  be  no  notice  taken  in  your  address,  of  the 
Lords  having  cast  out  your  bill ;  for  we  have  no 
reason  to  think  the  King  was  any  ways  concerned 
therein.  To  throw  out  a  bill  or  so  great  import.- 
ance,  without  a  conference,  was,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  very  strange,  and  contrary  to  the  usual 

{)roceedings  of  that  House.  But  pray.  Sir,  let  it 
ie  at  their  doors  that  did  it ;  for  the  King  could 
not  be  concerned  in  a  parliamentary  way.  For  by 
this  means  we  may  obviate  all  misunderstandings 
with  his  Majesty  about  this  affair ;  and,  I  hope, 
create  in  him  a  good  opinion  of  this  House,  upon 
which  the  welfare,  not  only  of  this  nation,  but  of 
Europe,  doth  much  depend. 

Sir,  his  Majesty,  in  his  message,  puts  you  in  mind 
of  giving  advice,  as  well  as  money :  I  think,  if  we 
make  that  expression  the  ground  of  our  address, 
we  may  naturally  grafl  very  good  things  thereon, 
especially  what  may  conduce  to  the  preservation 
of  a  fair  correspondence.  Sir,  though  a  King  alone 
cannot  save  a  kingdom,  yet  a  King  alone  can  do 
very  much  to  ruin  it;  and,  though  Parliaments 
alone  cannot  save  this  kingdom,  yet  Parliaments 
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alone  may  do  much  to  ruin  it ;  and  therefore  w« 
cannot  be  too  circumspect  in  what  we  do.  It  is  our 
fortune  to  sit  here  in  a  critical  time,  wheanot  only 
the  affairs  of  this  nation,  but  the  Protestant  religion 
abroad,  need  our  continuance ;  and,  for  the  same 
reason,  we  may  justly  fear  that  there  are  those  who 
endeavour  to  contrive  the  putting  off  this  Parlia- 
ment.  I  pray.  Sir,  let  us  not  give  them  any  advan* 
tage  'y  and  then  I  doubt  not  but  his  Majes^'s  care 
and  goodness  will  at  last  overcome  all  dimcultiest 
and  bring  this  session  to  a  happy  conclusion. 


END  OF  VOL.  IL 
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